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ABSTRACT 

This  report  examinee  a  number  of  outstanding  and 
illustrative  examples  of  a  broad  range  of  properties  rapresenting 
recreational  activities  that  suggest  themselves  for  possible  National 
Historie  Landmark  recognition »  The  properties  described  in  the  study 
have  been  selected  to  represent  places  and  activities  that  have  had  a 
major  impact  on  American  history.  Properties  in  the  following 
categories  are  documented  and  descrlbedi   (1)  baseball  parks;  (2) 
stadiums  and  bowls;   (3)  college  athletic  facilities;   (4)  cricketi. 
tennis^  and  lawn  bowling;   (5)  racetracks  and  speedways;   (6)  public 
parks  and  gardens;   C7)  world's  fair  and  exposition  sit^.s;  (8) 
amusement  parks^  carousels,  and  roller  coasters;   (f)  circus  sites; 
(10)  soos;   (11)  nautical  recreation  and  sports;   (12)  resort  hotels, 
spas^  casinos,  and  camps;   (13)  science  as  recreation;  and  (14) 
pageantry  and  festivals.  Haps  and  photographs  of  the  properties  are 
included  in  ^'le  descriptions^  (JD) 
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Recreation  in  the  United  States 


Ihe  hiato^  of  reGraation  in  mmriom  im  aasooiated  with  a  broad  range  of  properties 
raprasanting  activities  that  suggest  Wianselyei  for  possible  historio  reTOgnltion* 
BMeball  parksi  oollega  and  professional  football  gridirons  i  ymOit  clubs  r  ^tiuse- 
ment  parks r  roller  ooasters^  and  carousels;  clrousasf  ompmf  resort  hotels; 
horse  arrf  auto  racetra^s;  zoos;  aquariiMSr  plane  tar  iimsf  world's  fair  sites;  and 
casinM  are  all  recreational  sites*  ^is  report  examines  a  nimiber  off  outstandirg 
and  illustratlye  exaiples  off  Uiese  types  for  potential  National  Historio  Lantoark 
designation. 

The  properties  described  in  this  study  have  been  selects  to  represent  places  ar^ 
activities  that  hmm  had  a  major  tapact  in  An^rican  histo3^.  The  pr^rties  and 
individuals  associate  with  th^  are^  in  many  cases ^  just  as  well  knovm  to  mast 
^ricans  as  masterworics  of  architecture  and  political  and  literal  ffigures. 
Those  accessible  to  the  public  mm  visited  ntnttoera  of  people  that  would  over- 
vtfielm  learned  societies  or  srtiolarly  institutions. 

Certain  properties  ^  this  list  will  be  known  to  the  most  casual  sports  fan  or 
traveler.  Other  sites  included  are  relatively  obscure^  hat  treasured  by  enthus- 
iasts. Overall^  there  is  little  pattern  to  the  relatively  few  sites  illustrating 
these  subjects  that  have  been  recognlied  by  local  or  State  pr^rara  through 
noninatlai  to  the  National  plater  or  in  the  handful  of  pr^rties  tiiat  have 
been  designated  National  Historic  LanA«rks  in  thm  field,  it  has  also  proved 
dlff imilt  to  find  intact  sites  for  some  sports  artf  activities.  Tastes  in  sports 
and  araus®»nt  change  and  there  tmy  be  little  inmediate  use  or  reason  to  save 
their  decaying  remants.  Bam  recreational  sites^  such  as  world's  fairs^  in 
fact,  were  usually  designed  to  be  tm^rary. 

The  contrlbatiOTs  of  ethnics r  minorities^  arrf  ratien  to  recreation  and  sports  merit 
consideration.  Biese  studies  have  been  prepared  with  a  conscious  effort  to  relate 
thmm  contributions.  Considering  the  early  dates  of  sore  of  the  properties^  the 
accOT©listaents  noted  are  exceptionally  worthy  and  demi^trate  how  sports  and 
recreation  have  served  to  advance  these  elarents  of  society. 

A  broad  def initio  of  recreation  has  led  to  the  seleotiOT  of  a  diverse  collection 
of  properties,  Soto  cat^ories  are^  however^  not  included  because  it  spears 
best  to  treat  thm  under  other  subjects,  Bie  iMst  noticeable  exclusion  is  of 
prc^rties  vi^ose  significance  rests  strongly  on  landscape  ardiitecture,  such  as 
golf  courses^  highways^  trails^  and  wmt  major  piidslic  parks.  Such  properties 
grotf  and  change  in  vays  that  buidings^  or  even  tennis  courts ^  do  not.  Boston 
Conmon  and  Boston  Public  Garden^  on  toe  other  hand^  are  included  because  they  are 
jf  fundamental  iitportance  to  the  Park  MVOT^nt  and  tocause  they  have  notable 
recreational  assoolatior^  on  other  acccxmts, 

to  exmple  may  help  explain  the  difficulty  with  this  aspect  of  recreation  and  the 
deolslm  to  exclirfe  It  frwi  this  study.  A  nurriber  of  tlie  early  autoroDbile  roads 
of  this  centum  were  (tesigned  with  tc^rir^^  as  well  as  trans^rtatiOT^  in  mind. 
For  that  reason^  the  aolinnbia  River  Highway^  in  teegon^  was  clraely  exatdned,  but 
not  nominated.  Historic  roads  arrf  trails  clearly  present  probl«is  in  integrity 
and  retire  analysis  of  landscape  design,  Koause  of  tiielr  enomeus  size  and 
unusual  sh^  and  because  tiie  ve^  use  that  makes  than  significant  my  help 


1 


5 


descTOT  tr;M,         r^uire  ^d^iwtive  sti^,    (Biere  are  a  nuriDer  of  sudi  lilatotl^s 
iC^ty:?^^  ai!0@eiations,  e.g.,  thm  Slq^llne  Drive  traversing  Shwandoah Jjationin. 

fV.  ^s.)  "  "   "  " 

The  Natte^l  Pteks  have  bem  ^ol^ed  from  ^is  ste^y^  Mltiiough  tiiere  an  Mnpli^ 
:  n  mmy  r^^tiCTial  fields  to  thm.  ^r  «cOTple,  ^  rolm  of  mptttitaln  oliabtn^g 
Ifi  eatAllahmOTt  of  Msimt  Rminler  Natiaial  P^k  auigestg  thit  sone  o^B 
th#  tif0Jf  wltiito  tile  esack  my  be  significant  hiatorlori^,  Mao.  ttiltetl^aML 
Fn^  StEw^ce  alre^y  posaasaes  its  om  c^wwel,  at  Qlm  Pttk  nwr  WflahingCCffl« 
0*^^^  Bi  'the  latter  case.,  a  deeisien  m  the  level  of  ai^lf  lemoe  of  the  in&r^^ 
di^tinpsished  i^wouaels  prtsait^  to  this  Aana  aftii^  em  offer  gtiidisioe  m  hp^^ 
"'^^  alte  Edio  43arm2Sel  aJmld  be  mraluated. 

of  neOTly  all  hooiea  of  Irrflviduals  haa  also  stiatmtially  iwrowed  th^ 
of  tiie  study ^    'mm,   "B^"  Rutfi's  touaea  are  not  toeludad  W  Wtelefp^ 
Field  and  Faiway  Park,  two  of        baseball  pia^ks  ^ere  he  played*  art.  In  tti^ 
existing  National  Historic  LmdraOTk  list,  there  are  ^a^tlona  to  thli  practioe.  * 
Only  one  major  esceeption  Is  proposed  in  this  stiidy,   for  Jota  Janes  Audubon*  I 

Orgmizatidn  of  flie  Report 

In  ttie  totroductory  gynmariea  thmt  follow,  ti^m  listing  Lmdaarks  toportrnt  jAm 
recreation  are  listed  topically,  along  ^^^i  ttose  nominate  in  ttiia  atudy  and  a.^ 
capmile^planation  of  tow  ttiey  ^^re  select^  and  isaiies  they  raise.  Not  all 
properties  suggest^  or  considered  for  nOTlnatlen  will  be  noted,  to  thi  Interest  - 
of  keeping  this  eaaay  brief* 

Smm  properties  in  tills  study  ^ve  sigplf icmoe  in  more  than  cue  am  of  recrea** 
tlm  or  to  other  thmea  that  laid  atrength  to  their  conaidaration,  tolyahOTdftd 
of  National  Hlatorlo  Lmdmarks  have  besi  specif loally  deaipiated  for  their  ricrea* 
tlOTal  toportmce,  Becasjae  Amy  are  physlcri  rOTalna,  recreatlcnal  altis  fflay  ^ 
rmreaent  or  Include  accompllataBmts  in  architectiBre,  aigtoeerlt^,  art,  or  other 
aubjects*  Theae  ^c^tionad  ^eas  of  importanee  are  specified  to  the  individual 
studies.  H«vard  Stadiun,  la,  for  ^OTsple,  a ^If leant  to  the  history  sf  cancreta 
construction,  as  well  as  football. 


gjSBlWim  LIST  OF  ProPECTI^ 
BASmALL  PAKCS 
Proposed i 

CGinlskey  Park,  Illinois 
Wrlgl<^  Field,  Illinois 
Faiway  Park,  ^fassadiuaetts 
ClevelOTd  ^tolcipal  Stadltro,  Oiio 
League  Park,  Ohio 

Designated I 

Jadcie  Robinson  House,  New  York 
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Few  sltaa  fifOT  baeeball'a  early  years  have  my  reasonile  hl^storio  integrity, 
■nioie  preamted  here  are  all  early  aoth-cmtu^  baaeball  fields  that  hmm  not, 
with  the  maeption  of  Lsigue  Park,  hem  heavily  Tnodlfied  in  rea^ait  years,  Cleva- 
lOTd  Mffiialpal  mm  deti^ied  as  a  miltipurpoae  stadiuB,  but  is  uicluded  here  fcr 
convmimGe. 

Consideration  was  aleo  givei  to  nOTiinating  Yankee  StadliDn  and  *^lger  Stadium,  In 
light  of  their  great  importmee  In  the  a^rt*  Both  have,  howe^rer,  been  greatly 
altered  in  recrmt  years. 

The  briefeeas  of  tola  list  taay  shock  baseball  f ma ,  but  as  Lowel_l  Reldmbaugh  has 
docOTCTited  In  his  recent  brok,  Take  Me  Out  to  tfie  Ball  Park,  the  niajorlty  of 
early  20th-Gentu3y  ball  parka  have  bem  dCTOlish^.  All  the  pi^oposed  properties 
also  repres^t  early  professional  ficotball  as  well  as  basebill  "because  the  early 
professional  football  teaaa  did  not  ha^e  their  own  facilities* 


BTM)Wm  AM^  "BCMIS" 
Rropoaed; 

The  Rose  Bowl,  Pasadena^  California 
Yale  Bowl,  New  Haven,  Gormectiout 

Grant  Park  St^itia  (Soldier  Field),  Chicago,  Illinois 
Iftilveraity  of  Illinois  MCTorlal  Stadiimi,  Urbma,  Illinola 

IMlverslQr  of  Notre  Dame  Ilain  and  South  Quadraigles  Hiatorie  Plg^ — rict  md  St^ium, 

Notre  Dane,  Indiana 
Harvard  Stadium,  Masaaohuaetts 

toiveraity  of  Michigm  Btadiiiis,  Am  Arbor,  Michigan 
Ohio  Staditm,  Ohio 

I>iaiffliated; 

Los  Angeles  Manorial  Coliseun,  California 
Notes I 

Sc«ae  of  these  facilities  have  been  used  for  m  astoniahlng  variety  of  aports  and 
recreational  evOTta  In  addltiCTi  to  football,  althou^  they  a^-a  all  primarily 
represmtative  of  it*  nwDse  at  imiversitles  repreaent  the  athletic  achievOTents 
of  the  playera  coadies  ewly  in  this  cent^y.  Otter  mimv^tty  stadiuna  md 
sites  of  "Bowl"  gmea  might  have  bem  mcluded|  the  "totton  tol"  tta  wl^in  D^las* 
Fair  Park,  ^Ich  is  being  nominated  as  a  ^^le.  The  aeliction^s  here  represent 
the  claaa,  but  alwDoLd  not  be  regarded  aa  a  definitive  seleetion.  The  spectacles 
md  cerCTOnies  that  attend  the  events  in  the  stadi™  we  pigeant=:a  that  may  merit 
some  recopiitlon. 
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Proposal 

Butler  Fiel^iouii,  Indlmapolis,  In^lma 
Hairrra  ^mnMlua,  Miml  llRlwrgl^^  *Cbc&rd,  Miio 

DeaiCTatad: 

None 

Other  properties  might  be  donslder^Bd  imder  tols  aiisjeet.  Butler  repreamts  an 
era  in  the  history  of  baekatbaH,  H^rron  Gym  raa  al^if  Icmt  for  the  aoMrapllsh- 
Bsante  of  the  coidies  it  graduated,  ^^lose  liferork,  it  shotad  be  noted  mm  mostly 
aacOTpliahid  at  stadiuna  airf  baaeb^^l  pwka,  ineluding  tlwae  propoaed  In  thia 
study  a 


Propoaed  I 

St.  Petersbinrg  Lawn  Boi?ltag  Cli^,  Fl^srida 

Gerromtown  (Mmhate)  Criekat  Clvfc,  H^lladelphia,  Pmn^lvmia 
MerlOT  Crlekat  Club,  Haverford,  Peffi^^lvmla 
Ne^jport  CaainOj  Newport,  Htode  IslajiS 

pesignatedi 

None 

Woteag 

Cricket,  ffli  tapoEtant  sport  historically ^  was  cnca  a  workln^m's  gmm  aa  well 
as  one  favored  by  arlstocrata.  Twi^a  had  imdargone  a  contrary  tranaforroation. 
Germantown        Merion  are  In^^irtOTt  both  ericket  m6  tmnia.    Herion  Cricket 

alao  has  a  highly  eocEmCTd^le  role  aquaah  rackets  play.    Ihe  Newport  ^ino 

has  ^ditlOTal  liDportmce  in  Mohlte^ture  md  social  histo^.  Bowltag  Grem  ta 
New  York,  xrfileh  inlght  surest  itself  in  li#it  of  St.  Petarabiffg,  lacka  historic 
integrlQr. 


Proposed I 

Hiale^  Park  Race  Track,  Florida 
Indianapolis  Itotot  Speedroy^  Indira 
Chwff^lll  Downs,  K^tucky 
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D&signatadg 


Hlstorlo  teackf  YOEk 

Racing  is  an  anti^  sport  in  Ansriea,  n^t  of  th©  early  tira^s  have  bean 
destrcyed.  ihe  dllenira  In  tiiasa  cues  Is  the  relative  to^rtaioe  that  ehould  be 
attached  to  Uia  tracks  ttien^elwSr  as  ^sosed  to  grar^tands,  toms,  and  other 
facilities  at  tiie  tracks*  telirait,  PM.lcOr  Santa  toita,  and  several  others  have 
been  exelvid^  because  o£  great  Oim^m  to  thsm,  KeeMlar^  ai^  Saratoga  ^  on  the 
other  handr  marlt  fi^ther  stu^  if  aiurchill  Downs  and  Hlale^  set  Uie  star^^* 
The  Kentucky  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  has  adso  suggests  that  the 
torse  farro  aroimd  laxlngton  should  tm  recognized. 


POTLIC  BftW^  AND  G^^i 

Bostm  Ccnmon^  M^sachusetts 
Boston  Pi^lic  Garden^  Massa^usetts 

Designate  i 

Central  Pasfk^  myi  Yoric  Cltyr  Ifew  York 
note  s  I 


mentlmed  above,  imiltiple  pr^»rties  seffli  to  deserve  additional  attentic«i 
unter  this  si^Ject.  For  exanpler  mar^  have  been  tiie  sites  of  outstafrting  events^ 
such  as  the  Louisiana  Purchase  aq^ition  (St,  Louis  Grid's  Fair  of  1904)  at 
Forest  Park  md  IteshlngtOT  Univeralty  In  St*  LquIb,  San  Ptdro  Springs  Paric  in 
San  MtOTlo  is  an  exceptional  early  paric  site  set  aside  during  Spanish  rule. 
Other  paries  are  lii^rtant  in  city  planning^  e#g.  ^  Qiicago's  syst^  and  Frederick 
LiRiT  01it^ta3*B  "emerald  TOcklaTO"  of  Boston  parks*  All  need  study  for  their 
landscape  architecture  and  jnnay  have  ottier  attributes  as  wsllf  the  B«ton  Public 
^riten  has  its  renobmed  mwm  boats  ^  ar^  the  BMton  OorarnDn  has  a  not^le  connection 
to  tiie  aariy  history  of  footbtll. 


KDM^'S  FAIR  mo  ECTOSiTiqi 

Administration  Building r  tolden  Gate  International  Hb^MitlOT  (1939)f  tt^asure 

Island^  fen  F^anclSTO,  California 
Par^Paciflc  AudltoriiM^  Ijm  #j^eles^  California 

San  Francisco   Civic  Center   (PaMffMi-Mclfic   International   Ei^pMitlon    [1915]  )r 
California 

WashingtOT  University  Hilltt^  Cfflpus  Historic  District  (Site  of  Louisiana  Purdiase 

a^osltlon  and  Third  Olynpic  GiniBS  [1904] ) ,  Miseairi 
Buffalo  and  Erie  County  Historical  Society  miilding  (New  York  ailldingr  Pm- 

iy»rican  a^^itlOT  [1901] New  York 
Fair  Paric  (TiBxas  tentennial  BcpMition  [1936] ) ,  Dallas,  TOxas 
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Deslgiated ; 


B^boa  Park,  San  Diego  CPaiama-Callfomla  asposltlon  of  1915  and  Callfomla- 
Paciflc  International  Beposltlon  of  1935),  c£lfcrnla  w«j.ironna- 

Clnclnnatl  Music  Hall  (Clnciimati  Industrial  EStpositlon  of  1879  and  Cmtmnlri 
EScpoaltion  of  the  CSiio  Vall^  md  Central  States  of  1888)  Oilo 

^'^fli^?^^'  FaiBDOunt  Park,  Philadelphia  CPhlladelphla  Centarnlal  Bdiibltion 
oi  lo/o) 


Notes: 


ff^fS^n"   f,*ffi°JSK^t®®  ^®  actawwledged.    The  New  York  Hbrld'a  Fairs  Site 

ft.™  TsSo^-^fu'^^^^^  a  surviving  landaeape  plro  as  well  as  several  structiffes 
feom  1939  and  others  froffl  1964.  Of  the  sites  of  Chicago's  two  great  fairs,  that  of 
1893  siffivlves  largely  In  tne  landscape  plm  of  JacksOT  Park  and  Midray  Plalsancp. 
SLWfSf*  Indust^  tiiere  Is  a  reconstruction  of  ki  1893 

fair  building.  Of  the  1933  "Centu^  of  Progress"  only  features  there  before  the 
fu  J^l^iu^  Field,  Adler  Plmetariin,  tiie  Shedd  Aquariun,  md  the  Field  Museum: 
the  first  Uiree  of  «hldi  are  nominated  alse^ere  In  this  atutty)  rmaln.  -nie  rest 
of  the  latter  fair's  site  in  Burrfim  Park  Is  vastly  changed,  "^t 

A  number  of  fair  bulldinis,  ami  as  the  Lustron  houses  from  the  "Centtoy  of  Pcom- 
resB,  at  Indiaia  Dimes  National  Ldteshore,  have  hem  removed  fern  tiieir  origlnll 
sites.  Nbnj  of  tiiese  moved  features  are  Included  in  tills  study,  because  it  does 
not  semi  clear  that  th^  merit  m  mception  to  the  rule  on  moved  buildings. 

^SmffiMT  E^KS.  CABQUSEi^.  AMD  mUm  OOASTmS 
faoposed ; 

iUssion  Beadi  Roller  Coaster,  Callfomla 

Smta  Cruz  Beach  Boardwalk  Looff  Carousel  and  toller  toaster.  California 
Smta  Mmica  Looff  Hi^odrome,  Callfomla 

Phlladel^ia  Ibboggai  Company  Carousel  #6,  Burllt^ton,  Colorado 

Broad  Ripple  Parte  (Childr«i's  tiisBtin)  Carousel,  Indianapolis  Indiana 

LogMisport  Dentzal  Carousel.  Logansport,  Indiana 

Parker  Carousel,  Abilme.  Kansas 

Elying  Horse  Carousel.  Oak  Blxiffs,  Massachusetts 

Highland  Park  Daitgel  Carousel,  MBridlan,  Mississippi 

Armltage-Herschell  Carousal,  Mlndm,  Nebraste 

Play  laid  Amusanent  Park,  Rye,  New  Yock 

Iteimyvreod  Park,  Pennsylvania 

Flying  Horses  Carousel,  Westerly.  Bhode  Islmd 

Crescent  Park  Looff  Carousel  and  Shelter  Building,  E.  Providence,  Rhode  Island 
Notes ; 

Sane  225  wood  carousels  of  va^ing  ages,  histories,  and  states  of  preservation 
survive,  of  thousands  built  In  the  Uhlted  States  b^innlng  in  the  18SOs.  Carousels 
can  also  be  classified  by  moiufacturer.  The  etamplea  presaited  in  this  study 
are,  m  general,  the  oldest  and  best  preserved  tiiat  survive  fran  each  nMnufacttrer 
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"Rm  Hat^ton^  Cirotagel  Aa^^oeiat loii  Cmsus  ^  hmm  a  biale  tool  far^  ^EaminlT^  ^ 
aaliQ^lnE  the  ctmpI^  mppropog^  here.  In  addltlcii  to  the  cdVd^Baels  tihat  Me 
tieuinat^  h«e  IndlvlduaTl  ly ,  hiatoria  ewmuela  feralnaj  featttfw  ^^wltiiin  certain 
apsuiwit  ps^B  ot^Ber  proparclai  propssed   &r  desl^atlon.        Unlike  most 

htsWrla  ^opartles,  ««r©uaels  tend  to  have  hmmi  TO^id,  oitm  rep^eatedly.  Thus 
their  shelter  strudttffas  t&id  not  to  have  siavived,  aid  asm  mmi  ^^mev  t^m  the 
eaxQUdels  tihrnsalveSg 

Carcusala  then  em  ba^  ^snsldered  m  a  a^arate  oategoty  of  prope^c^lea«  On  the 
other  hmdi  mny  have  imatmm  o£  emmmomt  pirto.    Llk^diMe  for  TOller 

coastats,  v*iloh  twd  to  be  even  rarer  tiian  eafousels  beeauae  of  tfcaeir  acidei  In 
othei^^rds,  th^  Qanno^fc  be  as  easily  novsu  or  reatered.  O^iiv  featw^  of 
OTiuaiait  parka,  ama  great  rarity,  hwe  t^t  bMnai  eidiai^tlv^^ly  studied  or 

deseilbed,  by  myoinej  ai  ^roitfels  mrf  roller  aoMters,  both  of  M^L*^i  have  active 
congtlhwioy  groups  ttfgi^aig  their  preservatim. 

.^inuiiiint  parka  thdQselvMes  tend  not  to  renaln  ^e  mm*  Fm(^  subatmtially 
intact  fton  hiatoria  tiitaa^s.  usually  retain  a  fa^popid^w  el^sasic  £eatt:s'es 

mid  "refliffle"  the  resc.  ^  Only  a  ImidSul  of  ttie  great  OTinent  p«l»^  have  swvivad 
relatively  intaat  by  h^wijig  resist^  ^erioana'  tucEiaaing  nobH^llty  the 
CTerpce  of  the  modern  tiiaae  parks  ,  Kmmymod^  near  Pitt abur^^  and  the  Santa 
Crui  Beaoh  Boardw^fc  -  practleally  the  last  of  their  types  and  mmvmi  th^  have 
beenfiuch  niodifleds  Pla^^land,  to  Ifye,  York,  la  notable  as  a  «^ll-preflerved 
parkdeglgned  for  early  ^^utomoblle  travelers « 

*  Con^  Island  i  iiiiere  the  xproto^^pes  of  OTusatrnt  ptftadevelo^di  taas  mmy  anall 

*  ami^iiients  of  some  age,  fc^ut  mly  OTe  old  coaacer,  ttii(%clOTe^'>  •CI 928)  [not  aa 

*  old  as  otiiers  Inoltidad  Uzm  this  study] ;  a  glwt  Perrla  ^iheeli  md     the  Puachute 

*  Jinp,  vfelch  actually  a  feature  of  the  1939^40  Ne^jYork  Wbrld'»  Fair  md  %mm 
^  ^tefwd  mov^  to  Its  cisErrent  site, 

:  In  addition  to  the  pfop^^rties  present^  here,  ttie  Stain  &  floWsteein  Carousel, 

*  Central  P^k^  Nw  York^  and  Om  Natatorlum  I^off  tn  Spokane,  WatehlngtOT*  have 
4  aiinilar  qualifiratians« 


^^allace  Circus  Wtoter  Qi»Brters,  timr  Peru,  Indiana 
jQeai 


C^ii)|iingvllle,  Barat)Oo»  i^lsoOTsln 
m^tea 


*iretiaii  in  Amerlea  have     traditton^ly  be«i  traveling  eolleetlona  performers  ^ 

minala,         eurloaltiea^^     Bie  gieater  ones  reswblid  COTblnatlo^^  of  world's 
t^atrsmd  zooa«    Wiere  a^^e  relatively  few  sites  avall^le  to  corB»«i»rate  tfielr 
re^mt  ^latOTQe,    Bielc^  ^  winter  quarters  are  one  of  tiii  fflcoeptlons-^ 
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!^        li^^^i  •  ^"t^^ding  the  Petar  Sells  and  John  Robinson  Houses,  both  in  Ohio 
and  the  Ringling  house    Sarasota,  Florida.  ^Ich  «ere  mca  residences  ol  great 
circus  figures,  have  been  considered  but  ruled  out.     Biey  do  n^  Sv? Jtmt 
historic  circus  qiMrters  In  their  vicinities.  ettant 


ZOOS 


Propose  i 

New  York  Zoological  Park  (llie  Bronx  Zoo) ,  New  York 
Cincinnati  Zoo  Historic  Structio'es.  CSilo 

Frevlously  Deslgiated; 

None 


Notes : 


Zoos  originated  as  statlona^  circuses  and  existed  in  primitive  form  even  in 
antiquity.    Thm  Philadelphia  Zoo.  rfileh  is  slightly  older  tSn  ClncS-t%  h« 

^11^.  San  Diego  s  genius  has  been  In  Its  landscaping  and  use  of  ooen 
^closures.    It  has  very  little  in  the  way  of  intact  stLlurTs  of  quali^^ 


MB  Queen  Mary.  Long  Beach.  California 

New  YOrirraSt  ClidJ.  New  York  City.  New  York 

Boat  House  Row,  Phlladeli*ila.  Pennsylvania 

Notes  I 


niese  three  properties  represent  strikingly  different  aspects  of  water  reerefltinn 
queybtoy's  role  is  more  complex  than  mi£^t  be  Iraaginedf  Since  |nlriS  hafb^^ 
dest^Tthe  New,  York  Yacht  Ch±  aeons  to  be  Se  pranler  sitfw^yaStS 
SSinS  ""^  ^  °^  """^  ^i"^*  collections  of  structures  Is fclaS  Sfh 


RESORT  HOIELS.  SPAS.  CASINOS.  AND  mm 
Proposed; 

Asllcmar  Conference  Gromds,  California 
Avalon  Casino.  California 
W.  Bmdm  Springs  Hotel,  Indiana 
Mapes  Hotel  and  Casino,  Rmo,  Nev^a 
Canfleld  Casino  and  Congress  Park. 
Saratoga  Springs.  New  York 

State  Park,  near  Saratoga  Springs.  ne»  York 
Hotel  Breakers,  Ohio  i-     -o  . 
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Hotel  del  Goraiado,  Sm  Di^o,  GalifoTOla 
Mission  Itm,  Rivera ide,  California 
Tanpa  Bay  Hotel,  Florida 
Cape  May  Hlatorlf!  District  ,  New  Jersey 
Tindserline  Lodge  ^  Oregon 

Nptes I 

Ihia  group  of  properties  repreamts  the  paaalve  aide  of  recraation,  ^ich  takes 
many  foOTa,  Addition^  properties  tni^t  be  proj^a^  as  coOTterparts  to  thoaa 
ijieluded  here*    Ihe  history  of  toerican  canning,  especially,  ta  poorly  docunmted. 

The  aeleetlona  here  have  a  highly  eclectic  raixtiBre  of  aaMciattona,  including 
eve^thing  ftom  die  perfecting  of  the   foreward  pass   to  the  "big  band  era," 


SCIMCE  M  REO^I^ON 

Adler  Flmetariiin,  Chicago,  Illinoia 
Shedd  Aqtaariim,  Qiicago,  Illinois 
Mill  Grebes  near  Ai^^Don,  Permsylvania 

Deaigpatedg 

None 

Notes g 

These  propertiea  illuatrate  the  relation  of  recreation  and  acience  or  reveal  how 
avocatiOTs  cm  grow  into  acientific  enterpriaea* 

Juat  as  collies  may  be  reluctrat  to  accept  praise  for  their  atiiletic  teana,  \^mi 
ftey  want  to  be  knom  instead  for  (or  at  leaat  also  for)  scholarship,  some  instl- 
tuttOTs  that  perform  acieitifio  TOrk  have  the  ^mm  dtialifiy  of  purpose*  Adler 
FlanetarivE  and  Shedd  Ajquariun  are  institutions  aptly  illi^trating  thia  di^oto^* 
Mil  Grove,  on  thm  odier  hmd,  illtiatratea  the  aane  conflict  growing  out  of 
the  wrk  of  a  tranacendently  unportant  Individuri  who  contributed  vaatly  to 
nattiral  science,  but  also  fathered  bird-wat^tag- 


PAGEANTOY  AND  B^TIVALS 
Propoaed; 

Atlantic  City  Convention  Hall,  New  Jersey 

Deaimateds 

None 
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Motes g 


^is  great  stntttiffie  haa  merits  in  aigineering,  rod  p^haps  music,  as  well  as  fcr 
mm  pageant  fcr  ^Idi  It  is  best  Imom*  In  coomon  with  QHffc^ill  Downs  md  the 
Rose  Bowl,  ttie  Miss  toerioa  j^emt  in  Coffwenti«i  Itoll  is  a  focus  of  great  interest 
and  attmtlOT  ma  a  celebratory  s^t^le  In  ^Aidi  thm  majority  of  tiie  Nation  to 
seme  ectent,  shares,  Aether  tiiey  aidorse  Ae  concept  or  not.  Ihe  Mardi  Gras 
md  oth«  great  toeriem  pagemts  are  of  compar^le  siOTlficfflica  but  v^re  not 
exmnin^  in  tiiis  st^fy. 
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BASEBAIi  FABKS 
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ERIC 


NPi  Pam  10-na 


©Ml  Na  1034-0018 


United  Statos  Department  of  the  Intarior 
National  Pailc  Servloe 

National  Raglst#r  of  Historle  Places 
Invantory — ^Nomination  Form 

$#•  instruEtlsns  In  How  fo  OompMrn  Nationat  Rmgistmr  Forms 
Type  all  entrles-^ompiete  applicable  seetlons 

1.  Nama 


Wer  HPS  UM  only 

revived 
date  ent^M 


historic 


Comfgkey  Park 


and  Of  oommon 


2.  Looation 


Corm'skey  Park  (White  Sox  Park) 


■tregt  &  number     324       35th  Street 


not  for  pubtioatlon 


olty,  town 


Chicago 


^  ^  viclnlly  of 


state 


m  tnoli 


aod@ 


3.  Classifieation 


OQUnly 


Cook 


oode 


Oatafory 

__  diatrlet 
bulldlngCa) 

^  atruoiyfa 

^  «lt« 

objaot 


Owmarahlp 

— .  public 
private 
^_  both 

Pyliiio  Aequlsillon 

 In  process 

balng  considered 


Status 

—X^  occupied 
unoocupitd 

^ —  wofN  In  progress 

AooMsliils 

ymmi  restricted 

_^  yes:  ynrestrlcltd 


4.  Owner  of  Property 


Praaant  Usa 

— .  agrlculiura 
— ^  commercial 
educational 
enteilalnmtnt 

 government 

— ^  Industrial 
military 


^ —  museum 
park 

private  residence 

religious 
_  scientific 
— —  transportation 
-^otheri  Racreatlon 


name 


Chicago  uhitm  ^f)^ 


street  &  number     324        35th  Rtr^mmt 


city,  town 


Chicago 


.  vicinity  of 


5.  Looation  of  Lagal  Pasoription 

eourthousat  registry  of  deeds,  etc.        Ricorder  of  Deeds 


state 


straat  &  number 


Cook  County  Courthouse 


oity,  town 


Chlcaon 


Os  Baiirasentation  in  Existing  Surveys 


state  minoli 


title 


None 


data 


has  this  property  been  determined  eiigible?    „  yes  no 
  federal  ^ — Mtm         county   ^  local 


dapQsltery  for  survey  records 
ctty,  town 


slate 
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7.  Description 


Cdfidllidit 

good 
 .  fair 


^  ^  deterioratt^  unalttftd 

 ruina   =S  iltered 

  urMipoa#d 


Oheek  one 

J^..  arlginsl  site 
_^  moved  d 


date 


&m*mHhm  th*  pr«a«nl  and  original  (If  Itnownl  ^hysioal  appaaranea 

Cmiskey  Park  li  a  double-deck  baseball  park  of  coacrece  and  steel  faced  with 
white^palnted  brick  on  the  exterior, 1  The  second  level  partially  covers  the 
lower  deck.  The  exterior  can  be  recognised  by  the  rhyttoic  flatheaded  arches 
that  ring  it  below  the  roof  line  and  the  "Cs"  (for  Gomiskey)  embossed  ©n  the 
walls . 

Comiskey  Park  is  highly  symmetrical  because  Gomiskey  felt  that  was  the  way 
baseball  parks  should  be  built «  At  the  time  of  construction^  the  field  measured 
363'  down  each  foul  line  and  420  to  straightaway  center.  Ed  Walsh  p  Comiskey 'a 
star  pitcher  j  who  advised  the  architect  on  the  design,  may  have  been  responsible 
for  the  outfield's  generous  dimensions.  The  ayametry  has  been  preserved^  although 
the  playing  field's  dimensions  are  now  slightly  reduced,  to  332'  to  the  corners 
and  415'  to  center  field. 

When  built  in  1910,  Comiskey  Park  featured  a  double-deck  concrete  grandstand 
running  from  the  left=field  corner  to  the  right-field  corner  with  wooden 
bleachers  in  the  outfield ^  except  in  centerfield*  The  main  grandstand  was 
covered.    Capacity  was  about  35 ^000 « 

In  1926,  when  the  park  was  drawing  great  crowds,  spurred  by  exciting  gmes 
between  the  White  Sox  and  other  teams,  notably  the  Yankees,  Comiskey  decided 
to  enlarge  the  park.  The  wooden  bleachers  were  torn  down  after  the  1926  season 
and  rebuilt  in  concrete  and  steeli  the  seating  capacity  was  enlargfdi  by  double- 
decking  the  outfield  pavilion,  excapt  for  a  small  bleacher  in  center  fleldi  and 
the  present  bleachers  were  built*  Seating  capacity  after  these  changes  reached 
52,000,  which  has  been  reduced  to  slightly  more  than  44,000  through  later 
adj  us  tmcnts • 

Other  changes  have  been  relatively  minor*  In  1934,  the  infield  was  moved  14' 
out  toward  the  outfield  walls.  In  1949  and  1969-'70,  inside  fences  in  left 
and  right  field  were  installed.  An  Inside  fence  in  center  field,  which  reduced 
the  distance  to  home  plate  from  440'  to  a  more  usual  400,  was  erected  in 
1949,  removed  In  1976,  and  reinstalled  In  1981,  An  artificial  Infield  was 
installed  in  1967-68,  while  the  outfield  remained  natural  sod;  following  the 
1975  seasons  the  entire  field  was  returned  to  grass*  During  the  winter  of 
1982^83,  the  Infield  was  moved  8'  closer  to  the  outfield* 

Comiskey  Park  has  had  lights,  permitting  the  playing  of  night  games,  since  1939. 
in  1952,  a  large  electric  scoreboard,  replaced  by  Bill  Veeck's  "^plodlng 
Scoreboard"  in  1960,  was  put  on  top  the  centerfleld  bleachers.  More  recently, 
a  '*state^of =the-art"    Diamond    Vision/Matrix    scoreboard    has    taken    its  plece, 

Comiskey  Park  has  also  been  fitted  with  other  improvements,  such  as  an  expanded 
clubhouse,  modern  dugouts,  and  improved  washrooms  and  concessions,  that  make  It 

an  up'^tO'-date  facility. 
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United  Statss  Department  of  the  Interior 
National  ^ark  Sarvlee 


lal  Register  of  HIstorle  Plaoei 
Inventory^Nomination  Ferni 


Corttlriiation 


This  description  has  been  ptepared  from  daca  that  appears  in  Chicago  White 
fuLt        ^goff^M  (Chicagoi  Chicago  White  Sox  Public  Relations  Department 
1965}    pp.   12,  15,  17.     issentlally  the  same  data  appears  in  the  1985  Chicago 
White  Sox  Media  Guide  and  in  Lowell  Jleldenbaugh,  Take  Me  Out  to  the  Ball  Park 
(Stt  Loulsi    The  Sporting  News,  1984),  pp.  66-73.  ~  ""^^"^ — ~ 
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8,  Signifleance 


Pariod 


Armmm  of  Slgiilfieans#^^tieelt 


and  Justify  b«|pw 

eommunlly  planning  ,  landseip«  arehltdcturt  .  ^.  rtllgien 

eons^rvatton  . .  ^ lavv  Mlsfi^ 

eosnsmlcs  litaratura  .  ....  tculpture 

education  millla^  ^  a^ial/ 

engineering  ^^.-^  mutl€  tiyitMnlMafi 

exploration' stfttiemftnt  .   philosophy   tfisatsr 

industry  poiitlos/govamnMrnt   tmisperMefi 

invention  atfi«r  (spselfy) 


.  „  prehistorlo 
1 400-1 4SS 

^„  1500-1  Sit 
1  §00-1699 

....  1700=1799 

 I8€ro»ia99 

1900= 


.  areheaiDgy-prehistorie 


.  are^eology^Historie 
^  ^  agriculture 
......  arehiteotare 


.  .  art 

_  oommeree 

€oniniuni€atldns 


ip#eif|g  dai#a  igiQ;  1926  (altered)  ^^^''^*L^'^^L*^^* 
Slalvmant  of  Siflnifleanc*  |in  orta  paFagraph) 

Summary 


Comlakey  Park,  the  home  of  the  Ghicago  White  Sox  since  its  eonstruefcion  in  1910 , 
±m  the  oldest  baseball  park  in  use  in  the  major  leaguesa  Its  claim  to  distine-^ 
tion,  however^  does  not  rest  only  on  its  antiquity^  It  is  assoaiacad  ifith  soffle 
of  the  greatest  individuals  and  momenta  in  the  spore ,  Including  the  firs2  All* 
Star  Game,  staged  as  an  event  of  the  "Century  of  Progress"  Exposition  in  1933 ^ 
and  also  with  baseball's  darkest  hours  the  "Black  Sox"  scandal  of  I92O9  This 
tragic  event,  though  it  severely  damaged  the  White  Sox  and  obscurad  the  legitl'* 
mate  achiavements  of  honest  team  members j  led  to  a  thoroughgoing  rafora  of 
baseball I  and  is  instrumental  to  an  understanding  of  tha  sport -s  efforts  CO 
police  itself-  The  renaissance  of  the  White  Sox  in  the  last  few  yaars  givep 
the  club    potential    for    a    future    that    echoes    its    glorious    aarly  history* 

Comlskey  Park  is  significant  in  black  history^  for^  during  tha  years  y^mn 
segregation  excluded  blacks  from  major  league  professional  baseball ^  it  ms 
rented  for  the  annual  East-West  All-Star  Games  (1933-50)  played  by  the  segragatad 
leagues,  and  served  as  the  site  of  some  of  the  "World  Series"  games  batween  tha 
leaders  in  their  leagues « 

In  addition,  Comlskey  Park  has  ties  to^  the  history  of  professional  football* 
The  Chicago  Cardinals  used  Comlskey  as  their  home  field  bafore  IdSO,  i^en  the 
franchise  moved  to  Sc«  Louis* 


Comlskey  Park- a  construction  grew  out  of  the  establlshmenc  of  the  second  major 
league s  the  American^  that  climaKed  around  the  turn  of  tha  cantury*^  Since  Its 
formation  in  1875,  the  National  League  had  dominated  professional  basaball  and 
had  defeated  several  efforts  by  dissidents  to  organi^a  a  new  laagua*  Gharlas 
(the  "Old  Roman")  Comlskey  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  efforts  to  break  Che 
National  League's  monopoly  during  the  1890s«  Ha  and  otharsj  such  as  Cornalius 
McGilllcuddy  ("Connie  Mack")  and  Byron  Bancroft  ("Ban"J  Johnson^  reshaped  tha 
minor  Western   League    into    the   American  League,    formally   organized    in  1900« 

As  part  of  these  moves,  Comlskey  bought  and  transferred  a  St*  Faul^  Minn« ,  tmem 
to  Chicago,  where  Ic  cook  the  name  of  the  White  Stockings,  and  began  Co^play  at 
the  grounds  of  the  Chicago  Cricket  Club,  at  39th  Street  and  Wantworth,  whara 
Comlskey  hastily  erected  South  Side  Park,  a  slngle^deck  wooden  grandstand  (do 
longer  extant),  that  seated  about  15,000«  The  team  was  impressive  from  tha 
beginning;  it  won  the  league's  championship  in  1900  and  its  first  official 
pennant  In  1901- 
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The  two  leagues  battled  bltcarly  for  personnel  In  1901  and  1902  and  finally 
reached  a  truce  In  1903,  falling  thereaftar  into  a  frlaBdly  rivalry,  Bettled 
with  rare  exceptions,  annually  In  the  World  Series.  Except  for  the  abortive 
accempt,  in  1914-15,  to  establish  che  Pederal  League,  which  both  the  National 
and  Ainorican  Leagues  oppoBed,  baseball  than  settled  Into  the  familiar  pattern 
it  would  maintain  uiitii  both  major  leagues  expanded  in  the  1960s.  The  popularity 
rapidly,  attendance  doubling  from  3.5  to  7  million  between 
ISOl  and  1908.  This  surge  in  fan  support  encouraged  tha  construction  of  new 
ball  parksi  Comiskey's  Park,  conscructed  in  1910,  was  among  ehem. 

In  Chicago,  there  was  cross rjwn  compacltlon  for  fans  with  the  Cubs,  the  National 
League  team  that  settled  into  Weeghman  Field  {present  Wrigley  Field)  a  park 
originally  built  for  the  Faderal  Leagua  Whales,  on  the  city's  North  Side,  in 
u    h  1906.  Comiskay's  White  iox  beat  the  Cubs  In  the  so-callad  ■■crosstown" 

World  Series.  Since  the  Chicago  teams  did  not  ordinarily  face  each  othar  on 
such  a  momentous  occasion,  they  have  generally  held  extra-league  games  for  the 
city  championship  (1903-42,   1949-72,  1981.  1985). 

Comlskay's  White  Sox  wera  an  outstanding  team  during  their  first  decada  in  thair 
new  bflllpark.  In  1917  they  captured  tha  American  Laasue  pennant  and  want  on  to 
win  the  World  Series  4-2  over  the  New  York  Giants.  (Tha  next  year,  the  Cubs 
rented  Comiskey  for  their  World  Series  against  Boston,  because  Comlskay's  saatlng 
capacity  was  larger  than  Wrigley  Field's.)  in  1919.  the  White  Sox  again  captured 
the  American    League    pennant,    but    lost    the    World    Series    5-3    to  Cincinnati, 

This  defeat  would  bring  to  the  surf tea.  the  next  year,  the  "Black  Sox"  scandal. 2 
Rumor,  had  circulated  at  the  time  of  the  1919  World  Series  concerning  its  being 
°*  'he  White  Sox  team,  soma  of  whom  may  have  bean  disenchanted 
with  Comiskey  s  low  salaries.  Comiskey  had  shared  these  suspicions  and  initiated 
his  own  investigation.  Matters  came  to  a  head  late  in  the  1920  season,  when  tha 
White  Sox  were  locked  in  a  pennant  race  with  Cleveland. 

At  that  point,  a  Cook  County  (Illinois)  grand  Jury  indicted  eight  White  Sox 
piayersi  several  soon  confessed.  Comiskey  suspended  all  eight  kllllna  his 
w?th°S„f  9n P%""«n=.  *lthough  his  pitching  staff  performed  remarkably  ~ 
with  lour  2a-garae  winners.     As  ha  told  the  grand  jury: 

If  any    of  my  players   are    not   honest,    I'll    fire   them  no  matter   who  they 
are.     If   I   can  t  get   honest   players  to   fill  their  places.    I'll   close  the 
I  ^^^^    ^  "P""^   ■  lifetime  to    build   and   in  which  in 

the  declining  years   of  my  life.    I  take   the  greatest   measure   of  prida  and 
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Regardless  the  exact  facta  of  the  case  and  the  subsequent  acquittal  of  the 
players i  the  scandal  ruined  the  careers  of  those  implicated*  Judge  Kennesaw 
Hountain  LandlSi  who  had  presided  Qver  the  grand  jury  that  indicted  the  players , 
took  over  as  baseball  conmiasioner ,  in  the  wake  of  the  scandal,  with  broad 
powers*  In  one  of  his  first  acte,  he  banned  the  eight  from  organised  baseball 
for  life.     He  stated  in  his  decision  on  the  matteri 

Regardless  of  the  verdict  of  juries ^  no  player  that  undertakes  or  pronises 
to  throw  a  ball  gamei  no  player  that  aits  in  a  conference  with  a  bunch  of 
crooked  players  and  gamblers  where  the  ways  and  means  of  throwing  games 
are  planned  and  discussed  and  does  not  promptly  tell  his  club  about  it, 
will  ever  play  professional  baseball*^ 

Comiskey  had  cleansed  his  team  aiid  helped  reform  baseball.  He  had,  however, 
removed  his  team  from  serious  competition  for  a  number  of  years,  until  well 
after  his  death  In  1931 3  because  the  disgraced  players  had  been  the  heart  of 
his  team  and  among  the  strongest  in  the  league*  Not  until  1957  did  the  White 
Sox  again  finish  as  high  as  second  place*  Paid  attendance  did  not  return  to 
its  1920  peak  until  1946*^ 

A  stellar  event  in  these  difficult  years,  in  addition  to  flashes  of  brilliance 
on  the  part  of  Individual  players,  was  the  first  All^Star  Game,  at  Comiskey 
Park,  on  July  6,  1933.  It  was  held  as  a  feature  of  the  "Century  of  Progress" 
exposition  that  Chicago  hosted  in  1 93 3-34 •  The  American  League,  coached  by 
Connie  Mack,  won  4-^2  over  John  J*  McGraw's  Nationals  on  the  strength  of  a  2^run 
homer  by  Babe  Ruth* ^  This  event,  drawing  the  best  players  from  all  the  teams 
into  teams  representing  their  reapective  ]eafuea,  became  a  notable  tradition 
that  has  captured  che  enthusiasm  of  baseball  fans*  Subsequently,  the  All^Star 
Game  of  1950  and  the  "Golden  Anniversary  All^Star  Game"  of  1983  have  been  held 
at  Comiskey* 

In  the  decade  from  1957  to  1967,  the  White  Sox  were  finally  again  highly 
competitive,  posting  a  *500  or  better  won/lost  ratio  every  year,  and  winning 
the  ^erican  League  pennant  In  1959,  under  manager  Al  Lopea*  When  the  Lopez-^ 
era  ended  in  1967,  several  poor  seasons,  the  worst  in  1970,  followed*  The 
team's  fortunes  revived  temporarily  in  the  1971  and  1972  aeaaons,  but  then 
again  hit  the  doldrums*  Bill  Veeck,  who  had  owned  the  team  in  1959-^60,  assumed 
control  again  in  1975^81,  but  was  unable  to  maintain  the  quality  of  his  promising 
1977  team. 

In  1981,  a  limited  partnership,  headed  by  Jerry  Relnsdorf,  a  Chicago  real 
estate  dealer,  and  Eddie  Einhorn,  a  television  sports  executive,  took  charge* 
Under  the  new  management,  the  team  enjoyed  spectacular  success  in  1983,  winning 
the  American  League  West  championship  by  a  20~gaffle  margin,  an  American  League 
record.  Attendance  topped  2  million  in  1983  and  exceeded  the  1983  figure  in 
1984,  both  records  for  the  club.^ 
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The  ChlQago  White  Sox  have  had  their  share  of  nocable  players.  Those  inducted 
into  the  Baieball  Hall  of  Fame  who  served  the  White  Sox  during  the  Comiskey 
Park  years  include  the  follQwingi  w  mxi^i^ey 


Luia  Aparlclo  (1956=62,  1968-70) 

Chief  Bender  (1925) 

Jocko  Conlan  (1934-35) 

Red  Faber  (1914-33) 

Ted  Lyons  (1923-^42,  1946) 

Red  Ruffing  (1947) 

Ai  Sinunons  (1933=-35) 

Hoyt  Wiihelm  (1963-68) 


Luke  Appling  (1930-43,  1945-50) 
Eddie  Collins  (1915-26) 
Johnny  Evers  (1922) 
Harry  Hooper  (1921-25) 
Eddie  iUDUsh  (1913) 
Ray  Schalk  (1912-28) 
Ed  Walah  (1904-16) 
Early  ^ynn  (1958-62)8 


Comiakey  Park's  aervice  as  the  location  of  the  Ml-Star  and  World  Seriea" 
Games  of  the  black  baseball  leagues  lends  it  associations  with  sports  heroes 
who  were  excluded  from  the  major  leagues  by  segregation.  Some  of  them,  such 
as  James  (  Cool  Papa")  Bell  and  William  J,  ("Judy")  Johnson,  overcame  obscurity 
and  became  well-known  figures.  Others,  including  LeRoy  (Satchel)  Paige  Roy 
Campanella,  and  Jackie  Robinson,  served  their  apprenticeship  in  the  black 
leagues  and  went  on  to  notable  success  in  the  major  leagues  after  segregation 
collapsed  in  the  late  1940s*9  mm 

Finally,  to  a  dwindling  number  of  older  fans,  Comlskey  retains  one  other  element 
of  significance  —  its  service  as  the  home  field  of  the  Chicago  (now  St.  Louis) 
Cardinals,  the  oldest  continuously  maintained  franchise  in  major  league  profes- 
sional football.  Although  the  Cardinals  long  stood  In  the  shadow  of  their 
upstart  competitors,  the  Bears,  from  crosstown  Chicago,  they  did  have  their 
share  of  excellent  players  and  fine  coaches.  Hall  of  Fame  players  Included 
Guy  Chamberlain  (1927-28)|  John  Driscoll  (1921-25)  [afterward  with  the  Bears] ^ 
Walter  Kiesllng  ( 1929-33) i  Ernie  Nevers  (1929-31),  who  coached  the  team  and 
??S^-f?^^-  P^-"'^  against  the  Bears  in  a  single  gamej  and  Charles  Trippi 
(1947-55).  James  Conzelman  (1940-42,  1945-47)  and  Earl  "Curly"  Lambeau  (1950- 
51)  were  notable  coaches 


Footnotes 

iThis  general  sketch  draws  on  "Baseball,"  Encyclopedia  Britannica.  III.  228- 
229.  Other  data  comes  from  Lowell  Reldenbaugh,  Take  Me  Out  to  the  Ball  Park 
(St.  Louis  I  The  Sporting  News,  1984),  pp.  66-73,  and  the  sketch  of  White  Sox 
history  in  the  1985  Chicago  White  Sox  Media  Guide  (Chicago i  Chicago  White  Sox 
Public  Relations  Department,  1985),  pp.  134  et  seq. 
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^From  statistics  in  the  1985  Chicago  White  Sox  Media  Guide >  op.  cit*,  pp.  137- 
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New  Jersey f    Prentice-Hall,  Inc*  1969),  pp*  53-58, 
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1 1.  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  Certification 


Tlis  syalysted  slgnlfleanse  of  this  property  within  the  state  Isi 
 — ^  natlonai  state   ioeat 

f«l^  Historic  Preservation  ©Hieer  for  the  National  Hlstorle  Frtiervation  Act  of  1961  (Public  Law  89» 

665),  I  hereby  nominate  this  property  for  Inclusion  In  the  National  Register  and  certify  that  it  hat  been  evaluated 
atSDfding  to  tha  criteria  and  procedyres  set  forth  by  the  Natlonai  Parti  Sarvica, 

Stata  Historic  Prssarvatlon  Officer  signature 
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Verbal  Boundary 

The  double  city  block  bounded  on  the  south  by  W.  35th  Street,  on  the  west  by  S* 
Shields  Street,  on  the  north  by  W.  34th  Street,  and  on  the  east  by  S.  Wells  Street 
eKtended.  This  Includes  only  the  baseball  park  and  Its  imedlate  environs  and  none 
of  Che  adjacent  parking  lots. 
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1.  Name 

hittsrie    Wrigley  Field  CWaeghman  Field) 

■ndereommoh  Wrigley  Field 

2.  Loeation 

street  4  number  Clark  Street  and  Addison  Road 

not  for  pubtleatlan 

alty.  town           Chicago   ^  vicinity  ©f 

state                 Illinois             code  aeunty 

Cook 

eode 

3.  Olasslfloatlon 

Cfitegory 

 ^  district 

bullding(s) 
X  structure 

.  objeet 


Ownership 

 ^  public 

_^  private 
both 

Pubiio  Aeguisltfen 

---  -  In  prosess 

 ^  being  considered 


Slatus 

ocgupled 
—  -  unoccupied 

 ^  work  in  progreis 

A€aesslble 

^JL^  yes:  restricted 

yes;  unrestricted 
 no 


PresenI  Use 

 agFicuiture 

-  -  commercial 

^  educational 

^ —  entertainment 

 government 

Industrial 
 mllltaiy 


 museum 

 park 

— . —  private  residence 

 leUglous 

 scientific 

transportailon 

^iotheri  Recreation 


4.  Owner  of  Property 


(baseDaii  parR) 


name       Chicago  Tribune  Company 


street  &  number  435  N,  Michigan  Avenue 


city,  town  Chicago 


.  vicinity  of 


itate    Illinois  60611 


5»  Location  of  Legal  Pescrlptlon 


courthouse,  registry  of  deeds,  etc.  Cook  County  Recorder  of  Deeds 
street  &  number  County  Building 


city,  town 


Chicago 


state  Illinois 


6,  Representation  In  Ixisting  Surveys 


title 


None 


has  this  property  jeen  determined  eligible?   yes 
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.  local 
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D#s€Hte  Vhm  pr«Mfit  and  eriglnal  |if  kneiirii)  physlest  •^•■rsnsa 

Tha  prinelpal  pettlon  of  Wrlgley  Field  Is  a  double-dseked  **V**-8haped  grandstand* 
The  seeond  diiek  la  sat  b^ek  and  eoverad,  protaeting  patrons  on  that  level  from 
tha  elemeatss  Single  lev.Bl  bleachers  close  In  the  aras  ©f  the  "V"  to  form  a 
erude  reetangle.  Wriglay  i'iald  Is  roughly  580  feet  on  the  aras  of  the  "V,"  ^ieh 
are  Joined  naar  tha  Intarsaetlon  of  Addison  Road  and  Clark  Street*  From  a 
player's  parspeetlve,  the  dlstancas  to  tha  fanees  ara  355  to  left,  353  to  right, 
and  400  to  centar  field* 

The  original  portion  of  the  park  was  oonstruoted  in  1914*  As  modifiad,  prinel- 
pally  with  tha  addition  of  tha  seeond  deek  in  1926-27 ,  its  leating  capacity  is 
Just  over  37,000*  Whan  built  in  1914  for  Charlas  H.  Weeghman's  ChiMgo  Whalas 
of  the  Fadaral  League,  the  park  was  singla-^deek  and  seated  14,000* 

Da tails  of  Ghangas 

Other  ehangas  hava  oceurred  over  tlma  without  funduantally  marring  tha  field's 
basie  aonflguratlon*!  In  1922-23,  tha  stands  were  moved  baek  several  feet, 
increasing  the  seating  capacity  to  20,000*  In  1926-27,  lAan  the  stands  wera 
double-decked,  the  playing  fiald  was  lowerad  savaral  faat. 

The  construction  of  new  blaachers  and  the  installation  of  wider  ehairs  in  tha 
bo^as  and  grandstand,  in  1937-38,  reduead  tha  park  eapaaity  by  savaral  thousand. 
About  the  sama  time,  tha  tiara  in  the  left-field  stands  were  circled  so  that 
all  its  seats  faeed  home  plata.  In  1950-51,  a  similar  stap  was  takan  with  tha 
box  seat  tiers  in  right  fiald*  Later,  a  box  seat  dack  extending  from  left 
field  to  first  base  was  torn  down  and  replaead  with  a  new  box  saat  deck  of 
reinforced  conareta* 

tha  Wrlgley  scoreboard,  27  faat  high  and  73  faet  long,  is  still  hand-operatad * 
It  provides  innlng-'by-inning  scores  of  all  major  league  graas,  as  wall  as 
pitching  ehangas.  Sltuatad  atop  the  eantar-fiald  blaaahers,  it  was  construated 
in  1935-37  under  tha  diraation  of  a  young  Cub  axacutiva.  Bill  Veack,  Jr.  Eaifliar 
tha  scoreboard  was  in  tha  laft-flald  corner.  In  1982,  an  elactronic  message 
board  was  placed  under  the  scoreboard* 

Other  recent  changes  have  been  made*  In  1968-72,  the  upper  deaks  were  restrua- 
turad.  The  dugouts  ware  enlarged  in  1977*  In  1981-84,  new  offices  ware  built 
and  the  old  ones  rafurbished  in  the  area  behind  hone  plate,  a  new  ticket  office 
was  built  directly  behind  home  plate,  and  a  naw  home  clubhouse  was  finished 
under  the  third-base  stands |  the  former  home  clubhouse  now  serves  the  grounds 
crew.  As  part  of  this  refurbishing,  the  visitors*  clubhouse  has  also  been 
enlarged  and  the  press  bos  extended^ 
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Wrigley  la  the  only  feali  park  In  the  major  leagues  that  has  no  light  at  and  ^is 
therefore  reatrlctad  to  daytime  games.  This  tradition  would  not  be  so  firmly 
estsbllshad,  however,  except  for  evants  in  1941.  In  chat  year,  equipment  had 
been  purehasad  and  light  towers  were  about  to  be  erected ,  when  the  Japanese 
attacked  Pearl  Harbor*  The  next  day,  Philip  Wrlgley,  the  owner,  donated  all 
the  equipment  and  materials  to  the  GoverMent's  war  effort. 2  After  the  watj  he 
chose  never  to  Install  lights  and  appears  to  have  expressed  skepticism  as  to  the 
desirability  of  their  effect  on  the  sport  and  the  neighborhood. 3 

Other  Wrigley  traditions  should  also  be  noted,  even  In  a  brief  sumary.  After 
a  game,  a  flag  is  flown  from  a  center-field  pole.  A  Cuba  win  Is  denoted  by  a 
blue  flag  with  a  white  "W,*'  a  y^itm  flag  irtth  a  blue  "L"  denotes  a  loss.  The 
Ivy  that  adorns  the  walls  was  planted  by  Veeck  In  1938* 

Present  Wrigley  Field  la  a  well-'tended  dowager  among  ball  parks,  although  It 
has  been  suggested  that  there  may  be  deterioration  in  the  structural  steel  of 
its  reinforced  concrete.^  No  engineering  studies  are  on  hand  to  confirm  or 
refute  this  assessment. 


Footnotes 

iThis  description  and  outline  of  changes  to  the  park  draws  on  the  data  in 
Lowell  Reidenbaugh,  take  Me  Out  to  the  Ball  Park  (St.  Louisa  The  Sporting  News, 
1984),  pp.  74-80,  and  Chicago  Cubs,  1985  Chieago  Cubs  Media  Guide  ( Chicago i 
Chicago  National  League  Ball  Club,  Inc.,  1985),  pp.  6-7.  "~ 

^Reidenbaughp  ctt . ,  p.  80. 

SRobert  Heuer,  "Neighbors,  the  Cubs  and  the  Community,  Seven  Decades  of  Love 
and  Pain,"  Reader  [Chicago]  14,  28  (Friday,  April  12,  1985),  p.  27,  cites  a 
1963  letter  from  Philip  Wrigley  to  a  community  group  on  the  issue, 

^Ibid.,  p.  32. 
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SlataiMfit  of  SIsnifieaMa  fin  una  paragraph) 

This  ±vy~atudded  baseball  park,  the  home  of  the  Chicago  Cubs  since  1916,  on 
Chicago's  near  North  Side,  is  one  of  major  league  baseball's  most  venerable 
strueturesi  it  is  the  oldest  extant  National  League  ball  park. 

It  Is  also  highly  significant  in  the  history  of  professional  football,  as  the 
longtime  playing  field  for  the  Chicago  Bears ^  a  major  league  professional 
football  team  that  first  gained  prominence  in  the  1920ss  Professional  football 
in  that  decade  was  just  beginning  to  develop*  Consequently j  the  clubs  used 
whatever  facilities  that  were  available*  Baseball  parks  were  ideal  because  the 
playing  seasons  did  not  conflict  in  a  major  way* 

Thus  it  is  that  Wrigley  Field  is  associated  not  only  with  Di^zy  Deanj  "Cabby" 
Hartnetc,  "Babe"  Ruth,  and  dozens  of  other  significant  baseball  players,  but 
was  also  the  site  of  "Red"  Grange's  first  professional  football  game,  the  "T" 
formation  heroics  of  Sid  Luckman,  and  other  memorable  events  associated  with 
the  Bears'  preeminent  football  teams- 

Baseball 

The  Chicago  Cubs^  the  only  charter  National  League  team  still  playing  in  Its 
original  cltyj  have  been  the  primary  tenants  of  Wrigley  Field,  at  Clark  and 
Addison  Streets  In  Chicago,  since  1916*1  It  was  notj  however s  built  for  the 
teams  nor  did  it  originally  bear  the  name  of  Wrigley  Field* 

Wrigley  Field  was  built  a*^  Weeghman  Park  in  1914  ^  for  Charles  Weeghman  and  his 
Chicago  Whales  of  the  Federal  League j  a  third  and  self -proclaimed  major  league 
that  unsuccessfully  contended  with  the  established  National  (1876)  and  i^erican 
(1900)  Leagues*  The  so-called  "Federal  League  War"  of  1914^15  was  settled 
partially  by  accommodations  between  the  owners  of  the  teams  in  chr  three  lea^ 


gues*    As   part  of  these  negotiations,   Weeghman  was   offered   an  o  ion  on  the 

Cubs*     He  raised  the  necessary  money  and  moved  them  to  the  Whal  park*  To 

buy  the  club,  he  recruited  investors »  includinf  William  Wrigley j  t  magnate  of 

the  chewing    gum    company    of    the    same    name-      In    1918,    Weeghman,  Inanclally 


embarrassed,  sold  out  his  Interest  to  Wrigley*  (The  ballpark  was  officially 
renamed  for  Wrigley  in  1926* ) 
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Betwaen  1876  and  1916 ^  the  Cuba  (known  before  1900  In  eucceaalon  as  the  White 
Stockings p  the  Colts j  and  the  Orphans ^  until  they  adopted  their  preaent  name  In 
about  1900)  had  played  at  no  fewer  than  four  other  Chicago  locations,  none  of 
which  are  extant.  Their  laat  atop  before  Wrigley  Field,  between  1893  and  1916, 
was  the  West  Side  Grounds,  at  present  Polk  and  Wolcott  Streets ,  where  they  had 
a  double^decked  ISpOOO-aeat  grandstand.  At  that  site,  they  had  won  the  National 
League  pennants  of  1906^08  and  1910  and  brought  home  the  World  Series  title  in 
both  1907  and  1908* 

In  their  new  home,  the  Cubs,  except  in  1918,2  did  not  win  the  National  League 
ehamplonahlp  afain  until  1929,  and  then  lost  the  World  Series  to  the  Philadelphia 
Athletics.  In  the  1930s,  the  Cubs  enjoyed  better  fortunes,  winning  the  pennants 
in  1932,  1935,  and  1938 »  In  the  latter  year,  Cuba  fans  in  Wrigley  witneaaed 
Gabby  Hartnett's  renowned  "Homer  in  the  Gloamin*'*  that  clinched  che  league  lead 
for  the  Cuba  on  the  next  to  last  day  of  the  season. 

The  club,  however,  lost  the  World  Seriea  in  all  three  years.  The  third  game  of 
the  1932  Seriea,  with  the  Cubs  facing  the  New  York  Yankees  at  Wrigley,  gave 
baseball  one  of  its  most  immortal  and  vigorously  debated  episodes.  Babe  Ruth 
came  to  bat  in  the  fifth  inning,  with  the  score  tied  4-4.  After  each  of  two 
strikes  off  Cuba  pitcher  Charley  Root,  Ruth  held  up  a  finger  ~  perhaps  ~  the 
second  time  pointing  to  the  center^fleld  corner  over  the  fence  of  which  he  then 
proceeded  to  hit  a  home  run. 3 

After  1938  the  Cuba,  eKcept  for  a  National  League  pennant  in  1945,  enjoyed  no 
pronouneed  success  until  1984,  when  they  won  the  National  League  East  title. 
Their  die-hard  fans,  however,  have  never  abandoned  them. 

Wrigley  Field  Is  noted  for  several  interesting  innovations  in  baseball  history, 
Weeghman,  in  1916,  originated  the  custom  of  permitting  fans  to  keep  balls  fouled 
into  the  stands,  now  a  universal  practice.  He  also  placed  refreshment  booths 
behind  the  stands,  reducing  the  number  of  vendors  who  plied  the  crowds,  an 
innovation  likewise  eKtensively  copied,^ 

The  Wrigleys,  besides  periodic  improvements  that  kept  the  park  in  tip-top  shape 
during  their  60-odd  years  of  ownership,  arranged  to  broadcast  the  club^s  games, 
beginning  in  1925;  this  was  the  first  occasion  on  which  the  new  medium  was  used 
for  this  purpose.  Rather  than  causing  people  to  stay  home,  the  broadcasts  drew 
fans  from  all  over  the  Middle  West  and  contributed  vastly  to  the  club's  popu- 
larity. For  example,  although  the  team  finished  fourth  in  1927,  its  paid 
attendance  set  a  league  record  of  1*2  million. 5 
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The  Cubg ,  although  they  have  won  few  championships  In  reeent  years  ^  have  been 
blessed  ifith  gifted  players,  too  numerous  to  honor  In  detail  here*  The  follo^ng 
Wrlgley-^era  players  have  been  honored  In  the  Baseball  Hall  of  Famei 


Grover  Cleveland  Alexander  (1918-26) 

Louis  Clark  Brock  <1961-64) 

Jay  Hanna  (*'Dlziy'*)  Dean  <1938-41) 

Burleigh  Grimes  (1932-33) 

Billy  Herman  (1931-41) 

Monte  Irvin  (1956) 

Ralph  Klner  (1953-54) 

Fred  Lindstrom  (1935) 

Robin  Roberts  (1966) 

Lewis  ("Hack")  Wilson  (1926-31) 


Ernie  Banks  (1953-71) 

Hazen  (Klki)  Guyler  (1928-35) 

James  ("Jlnmle")  Fokx  (1942s  1944) 

Charles  ("Gabby")  Hartnett  (1922-40) 

Roger  Hornsby  (1929-32) 

George  Kelly  (1930) 

Chuck  Klein  (1934-36) 

Walter  ("Rabbit")  Maranville  (1925) 

Hoyt  Wllhelm  (1970) 


Twelve  others  so  honored  played  with  the  Cubs  and  their  predecessor  teams  before 
they  arlved  In  Wrigley.6 

It  is  also  appropriate  to  note  that  the  1947  and  1962  All-SEars  Games  were  held 
in  Wrlgley  Field. 


Football 


The  Chicago  Bears  and  George  S.  Halas,  "Mr,  Pro  Football"  ~  whose  name  is 
synonymous  with  the  Bears  ~  began  their  professional  careers  as  the  Decatur 
[Illinois]  Staleys  In  1920,  the  same  year  Halas  helped  found  the  National 
Football  League,  They  played  several  games  In  Wrlgley  late  that  same  year, 
(They  became  the  Bears ^  based  In  Wrlgley  Fields  the  following  year,  because 
Halas  thought  that  If  Wrlgley *s  baseball  players  were  "cubs*"  then  his  football 
players  should  be  "bears,")  Halas  was  an  active  player  until  1930,  as  well  as 
an  owner  and  coach.    He  continued  to  coach  the  club  until  1967-^ 

The  following  summary  e'aluatlon  of  the  Bears'  career,  penned  In  1972,  for  the 
Official  Encyclopedia  of  Football,  well  summarises  the  importance  of  their  role 
in  the  history  of  professional  football: 

Halas  and  his  Monsters  of  the  Midway  dominated  football.  They  won  the 
most  championships,  [1933,  1940,  1941,  1943,  1946,  1963] j  they  won  the 
most  games,  over  400|  they  scored  the  most  points,  more  than  11, 000;  they 
gained  the  most  yards,  nearly  25  milesj  they  scored  the  most  touchdowns, 
nearly  1,600;  played  to  most  fans,  nearly  15,000,000,  They  probably  made 
the  most  money.    And  they  were  definitely  penalized  the  most. 

The  list  of  Bear  players  shines  brighter  than  all  the  rest  in  the  honor 
rolls  of  football, 6 
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Halas  also  was  responilble  for  Invigorating  the  uie  of  ^he  T  formitlon  In 
profassional  football.  Sidney  ("Sid")  Luckman,  "Mr*  Quaf tarbacks "  halpad  Halas 
put  his   theorlas   Into  practice  during  his  11  years   ^d.th  tha  team  (1939-50),^ 

In  addition  to  Halas  and  Lud^an,  the  following  players,  who  starred  with  the 
Bears  In  Wrlgley  Field  before  they  moved  to  Soldier  Field  In  the  early  1970s, 
have  been  elected  to  the  Fro  Football  Hall  of  Fame: 

Guy  Chamberlain  (1921)  John  Drlscoll  (1926-29) 

Daniel  Fortmann  (1936-43)  Harold  "Red"  Grange  (1925,  1929-34) 

Edward  Haaley  (1922-27)  William  ("Big  Bill")  Hewitt  (1932-36) 

Walter  Klesllng  (1934)  tobert  (*' Bobby")  Layne  (1948) 

William  Roy  ('*Link")  Lyman  (1926-34)  George  McAfee  (1940-41,  1945-50) 

Bronko  Nagurski  (1930-37,  1943)  Joseph  Stydahar  (1936-42,  1945-46) 
Clyde  ("Bulldog")  Turner  (1940-52) 

Several  of  these  players,  including  Grange  and  Luckman,  also  contributed  to  the 
Bears'  success  by  assisting  Halas  In  coaching* 10 

Footnotes 

1  This  account  of  Wrlgley *s  baseball  history  is  based  on  that  appearing  In 
Lowell  Reldenbaugh,  Take  Me  Out  to  the  Ball  Park  (St,  Louis i  The  Sporting  News, 
1984),  pp.  74-80. 

2  The  Cubs  requested  and  received  the  use  of  Comiakey  Park,  a  larger  field  at 
the  time,  for  the  1918  World  Series. 

3 Jack  Miley,  "Babe  Ruth's  Greatest  Moment,"  in  Esquire's  Great  Men  &  Moments  In 
Sports  (New  Yorks    Harper  &  Row,  1962),  pp.  78-80-  ~~ 

^  Michael  Miner,   "What  Will  Become  of  Wrlgley  Field?"    Reader   t Chicago]  14,  28 
(Friday,  April  12,  1985),  p.  19*  ~ 

^Robert  Heuer,    "Neighbors,   the   Cubs  and  the   Conmiunity,    Seven  Decades   of  Love 
and  Pain,"    Reader  [Chicago]     14,  28  (Friday,  April  12,  1985),  p.  26. 

^Chicago  Cubs,  1985  Chicago  Cubs  Media  Guide  ( Chicago i   Chicago  National  League 
Ball  Club,  Inc.,  1985),  p.  137.  ~ 

^George  Halas,  Halas  by  Halas  (New  Yorki  McGraw-Hill,  1979),  pp.  55-71* 

^Roger  Treat,  Official  Encyclopedia  of  Football  (New  Yorki  A.  S.  Barnes,  1972), 
p*  599. 

9lbld. 

IQlbid* ,  pp.  245-256. 
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V«rtel  boundary  Maerlptlon  and  Juatifleation 

Wrlglay  Field  ocQuplea  the  bloek  boundad  by  Waveland  StraeC  on  the  north, 
Sheffield  Street  on  the  east,  Addlaon  Street  on  the  aouthj  and  the  Chicago 
Rapid  transit  right'^of'^ay  on  the  west* 


List  all  atates  and  ^ountlos  for  propartlas  overlapping  state  or  aounty  boundarios 

atate   code  county  code 


atate  code  county   code 

1 1  ■  Form  Pr#pared  By  


namd/tltl(i 


James  H.  Charleton.  m  mi-^^^ 


OfganigatioriHirtory  Division,  National  P^^ks^^H^^        date  iga^ 

street  &  number  llOQ  L  Streets  NW  telephone  (?n9)   

Ciryortown       Washington  state   20013=7137 

1 2m  State  Historic  Pr#s#rvatlon  Off  jeer  Certif  leation 

The  evaliiated  significance  of  this  property  within  the  state  isi 
-   national  state   local 


As  the  designated  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  for  the  National  Htstorle  Preservation  Act  of  1966  (Public  Law  S9- 
i€5)p  I  hereby  nominate  this  property  for  Inclusion  In  the  National  Register  and  certify  that  It  has  been  evaluated 
according  to  the  criteria  and  proeedures  set  forth  by  the  National  Park  Service* 

State  Historic  Preservation  OHIcer  signature 

titie  date 

For  NPS  u§#  only 

I  hereby  certif  that  this  property  Is  included  in  the  National  Register 

        date 
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United  Statas  Departmenl  of  the  Interior 
Natlonai  Park  Servlee 

National  Ragister  of  Historic  Places 
Inventory — Nomination  Form 

Sm  initrustlens  In  How  to  QQmplmtm  National  Rmgistmr  Forms 


For  UM  only 
date  @nt@f^ 


1  *  Name 

hittofic        Fenway  Park 

arid  or  common 

2.  Location 

street  &  number       ^4  Yawkey  Way 

— ^  not  far  publleatlon 

elty.  town  Boston 

 vlelnlty  ©f 

state         Hassaahuaetts  ^^^^ 

eounty  Suffolk 

eode 

3.  Olasslficatlon 

Oalesery  Ownvrshlp 

_  district  publfe 

bylldirig(s)  private 

— X-  structure  both 

_  site  Publio  Aoquisltlort 

object   In  process 

^_  being  considered 


Status 

occupied 
_  unoccupitd 

 worN  In  progress 

Aoottsaible 

4^  yts:  restricted 

yes:  unreitrlctid 

no 


RrssMt  Use 

 agricuriUre 

commerclsl 
educational 
-^_-=^  tntertalnment 
^_  government 
Industrial 
 military 


 museum 

 pari! 

^ —  private  residence 

—  religious 

 scientific 

transpoftatlon 
^=  other;  baseball  park 


4,  Owner  of  Property 


name        Hr»  Haywood  C,  Sullivan*  chief  Exaoutive  Officer 


street  &  number       Boston  Had  Sok*  24  Yawkey  Way 
city,  town  ^^^^^^  ^vicinity  of 


state      Hasaaahuaetts  QiSlS 


Location  of  Legal  Pescrlptlon 


coyfthouse,  registry  of  deeds,  etc.  Suffolk  county  Registry  of  Deeds 
street  &  number 


^eniberton  Square 


city,  town 


Boston 


state  Massachusetts 


6.  Representation  in  Exist Ing  SMrveys 


1983  Survey  g  Planning  Grant , 
title     Part  I  ^  Fenway 


date  1914 


has  this  property  been  determined  eligible?   yes     y  no 

    —^  federal  state  county  local 


depQiitery  for  survey  records  Boston  Landmarks  Conmission 
city,  town  Boston 

--  -       -         33  — 


state  Massachusetts 
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7e  Paseription 


Gheelt  me  eiiMii  one 

detirlorated        .  unaltered  ^  Qriginal  sift 

ruins  J^„attered  .  mavad  date 
unexposed 


D«serib«  til*  prttsont  and  erififnal  (if  known)  physieal  appoarsnso 

Fenway  Park,  originally  aonscructad  in  1912,  retains  the  flavor  of  that  are, 
although  It  was  ranovated  In  1934  •  It  rraalns  a  slngla^daak  park  and  has  kept 
its  original  tapes try-brlck-styla  entrance  and  perisatera 

It  has  a  standard  capacity  of  33,583  seats,  but  has  accomaodatea  as  many  as 
47|62S.  Its  dimensions p  Influenced  by  Its  Irregularly  shaped  site,  are  315' 
from  homa  plate  to  left  fiald,  379*  to  left  centerfleld^  390'  to  aentarfiald| 
420'  to  deep  centerfield,  380'   to  deep  right  field,  and  302'  to  right  flald.^ 

AX  t  er a t i  ons 

As  first  built,  the  stael  and  concrete  park  featured  a  single-deck  grandstand, 
wooden  bleachers  In  left  field,  a  wooden  pavilion  In  right  field,  and  wooden 
bleachers  In  extreme  right  and  centerfields » 

The  park's  irregular  contour  adhered  to  the  plot  of  ground  on  which  it  was 
built,  and  there  was  a  10'  nbantaent  in  front  of  the  left  field  fence. 
This  Incline  eventually  beeame  knom  as  "Duffy's  Cliff"  In  tribute  to  Duffy 
Lewis,  a  gifted  outfielder  for  the  teoDi  in  1910-17 » 

Under  Tom  Yawkey's  managment ,  in  1933^34,  the  grandstand  was  lengthened  around 
to  right  field  and  new  QOncrete  bleachers  were  built  in  centerfield,  replacing 
the  old  wooden  seats.  In  addition,  Duffy's  Cliff  was  largely  removed  and  the 
wooden  wall  behind  it  replaced  by  a  37'  metal  fenee.  Continued  improvements 
added  a  23'  screen  (193$)  on  top  of  the  left  field  walll  (later  known  as  the 
"Green  Monster"  after  being  painted  in  1947)  to  protect  the  shop  windows  on 
Lansdowne  Street. 

lullpens  were  constructed  in  1940  in  front  of  the  bleachers  behind  the  right 
and  right  eenterfleld  walls.  This  new  area  was  named  "Williamsburg,"  in 
tribute  to  the  club's  young  slugger,  Ted  Willlans,  who  had  hit  14  homers  Into 
right  field  in  1939*2 

Skyview  boxes  were  eonstrueted  on  both  sides  of  the  rooftop  press  bOK  in  1946. 
Lights  were  Installed  in  1947,  permitting  night  games. 

Hecent  additions  have  included  a  scoreboard  (24*  x  40'),  ereeted  behind  the 
centerfield  bleachers  in  1975^76,  and  the  enlarging  and  eneloslng  of  the  press 
box.  ^e  "Green  Itonster"  has  also  been  refaeed.  Seating  has  been  modernised 
and  private  suites  eons trusted  atop  the  roofs  In  the  first  base— right  field 
and  the  third  base — left  field  seetlons  of  the  stands. ^ 


Condition 

^-K.  axesllsnl 

good 
_falr 


3^ 
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National  Raglstar  of  Histdrlo  Places 
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A  feature  outBlde  the  park  that  has  teeeiBe  aBsoelaced  with  It  In  the  popular 
w  ?f  §°  J®^!°*  decadea  la  the  CIXSO  aign  atop  660  Beacon  Street,  and  vialble 
hehind  the  Green  MonBter,"  Thla  apeetaeular  neon  sign,  dating  from  1965  has 
becone  a  renowned  aleaent  of  the  Boaton  akyllne.*  (It  Is  excluded  from  this 
nomination.} 


Footnotaa 

If?""  Sox,    Had  SoK  Scorebook  Magaaine.  1985    < Boaton i      Boaton    Red  Sox. 

^well  Reldenbaugh,  "Fenway  Park,"  in  Take  tte  Out  to  the  Ball  Park  (St.  Loulat 
The  Sporting  Hews,  1984),  pp.  50-54.  — — 

38o«ton  Bed  Sox,  o£.^,,  p.  S|  Beaton  Red  Sox  Scorebook  Magazine.  1984  (Bostoni 
Boston  Red  Sox,  1984),  p,  32,  34.^     '   ^.  si-wu. 

jBofiton  Landaarka  CoaiBlBslon  „.,  1983  SurveT  &  Planning  Grant.  Part  I  -  Fenway 
(Boston t    BoBtOQ  Landnarka  CoBmlsalon,  1984),  p.  54.  
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8.  Signlf leanca 


prthlstoric 
1 400-1 4i9 

1iO(Nl89S 
1 700-1 7Si 
1 800-1 Sii 
X  1900- 


Arsas  eff  llgrilflsafis^^hccli  and  Jysllfy  to«lowr 


ar€h#Qi@gy>prihiitQfi€ 

archeology-htstorie 

agrtculture 

architeeturg 

art 

eQmmurilcatloris 


Spaeiffie  dalgg  1912 1  modified  1934 
SlatSifiant  of  Slgnlfficanett  fin  gng  parggrapffi) 


religiQfi 
tciinse 
sculpturg 
iO€ial 

huminitarian 
thfitir 

traniportaiion 
oihir(8pMify) 

■uil#ar  Areiiitgel    Coleman  BroUers^  arqhltfqtpr  parkl 
Osbern  Engineering^  engineers 


cdmmunlty  planning 
ednservatlon 

^yeatlon 

tnginaarjng 

axpfgratl^n  aatiitmtnt 

industry 

invtnilon 


landscape  arehiteeture 
isvv 

liftraturg 

military 

muil€ 

philosophy 

politics  goygrnment 


Fmnmy  Park^  built  In  1912  ^  2  years  after  ^miskey  Park,  is  the  smallest  ana  aicond 
oldest  baseball  park  in  use  in  the  major  lei^uaSp  and  th@  oldest  single^deek  one. 
More  than  any  other  ball  park^  Feniiay  retains  the  basie  aharaeter  of  early  20th^ 
oentury  baseball*  It  is  indeed ^  as  the  Red  Sox  th^selveg  assert »  a  "bastball 
landmark Renovations  in  1933^34  made  it  more  permusnt,  but  did  not  alter  its 
basie  eharaeter« 

Besides  the  Boston  Red  Sok»  for  whom  it  has  been  home  slnoe  its  eonstruGtionp 
Fenway  has  been  the  domieile  of  three  major  league  football  terasi  the  Radikins 
(1933-37)  i  before  their  move  to  Washington  in  the  latter  fmmwi  the  Yanks  (1944^48), 
who  finally  settled  in  Baltimore  as  the  Colts  |  and  the  Boston  Patriots  ( 1963^68) « 
before  their  move  to  Foxboro^  Missaehusetts.  Boston  Qollsge  and  Boston  Univefsity 
football  teams  have  also  made  use  of  the  park. 

Baseball  History 

Mter  a  while  ^  the  natives  gee  restless »  and  then  in  Fenway  Park^  too  imall 
for  a  ballgaae,  too  big  for  a  bridge  tournuentp  too  old  for  a  shopping  mall 
and  too  young  for  a  shrine ^  from  the  outside  downright  uglyi  a  Jagged  structure 
wandering  all  over  the  place  in  Baak  Bayi  from  the  inside »  under  the  grandiiand, 
sterile  eoneretep  eonf using  to  the  outlanderi  ill*iquipped  with  rest  rooms » 
full  of  eonarete  ramps  that  don't  sem  to  go  an^^ere=in  Fenway  Park,  the 
roar  of  disapproval  aseends* 


Those  concrete  rraps  do  go  somewhere, 
night. ^ 


One  leads  to  your  seats  on  a  wam  May 


Boston  was  awarded  one  of  the  original  American  League  franehises  when  the  liigue 
was  organised  in  1901 «  the  Pilgrims »  renMed  the  Red  Sox  in  1907,  played  aC  the 
Huntington  Avenye  Grounds ,  a  9»000«^8eat  grandstand  built  on  an  old  carnival  eltep 
until  Fenway  was  completed  in  1912  •  The  Bunt iiig ton  Avenue  Grounds  were  thui  the 
saene  of  the  first  game  of  the  first  World  Series  (October  1,  1903}  p  whleh  teirican 
League  pennant  i^nner  Boston  lost  to  the  Pittsburgh  Pirates  of  the  Hational  Ltagues 
(This  site  is  now  oaeupied  by  buildings  of  northeastern  ttalverslty.)  Boston  also 
won  the  1904  pennant ,  but  Jota  HoGraw  and  his  New  York  Giants  [the  National  Uague 
winners]  refused  to  play  them .3 
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Oontinuatiafi  iM^t 


Itwnrwmto 


s 


In  thair  tltmt  7b^^  In  Fenway  Cm912),  the  tod  Sox  again  won  thm  P^wiOt,  ^Oils 
time  McGmw,  uadef  thi  World  S«fies  fonaCp  was  foread  to  face  |?jlon.  Bia 
ensuing  Bmd  Bon  v^eier^,  ©n  October  16.  1912 .  was  thus  ©sppeiiHf  0weet« 
Boston  remained  #  ^upirb  tmmm  4-Mrlng  the  test  of  the  deeade,  ^n^ifii  p^onants 
and  World  Sarlas  1^  ms,  1916, •  and  Itia.  and  finishing  seGond  in?*  »abe 
Ruth,  who  Joined  t\imt%m  In  193.4,  was  ©na  of  tha  starsi  for  exs^pli,  ha  ^ade 
29  of  the  33  home  t^ni  for  cha  1  319  tarn* 

In  1916  j  howavar^  tfci  elub  had  ^mmn  purohased  by  Harry  Frasaap  a  Vialthy  y»wg 
man  from  Peoria*  JlXMs^  who  more  Interasted  In  producing  mustal eoma^ias 

than  m  his  beiebalX  tiia*  Ww^m^  baglnnlrig  In  191S,  lost  heavliy  on  if  oadi^^y , 
and  began  to  sali  ^«dErada  pla^^te,  mostly  to  the  New  Ysrl^  Yanl^^g,  Finite  to 
go  ware  Carl  Hdy§  <i§19)  and  Bib«  Ruth  (1920)*^ 

Frazae  also  took  Que,  from  omi^r  Jacob  Ruppert  of  the  Ytokaaf*  iWsO,  OOO 
mortgage  on  Fasway  ^atk,  Other  ^layars  Joined  the  parade  to  New  Yotki  plt^tteers 
Walta  Hoyt^  Joe  B»^lt,  Sam  Joaim  ^  teorge  Flpgrasp  and  Herb  PanQo^k;  ihort^^  ^op 
Evarett  Scott;  thir^  bisisan  Joe  ^ugarj  and  aataher  Vally  Schang*  fh^is play^^ m , 
espaelally  Ruth»  breast  the  foundmtlon  of  the  "Yukaa  Dynasty," 

By  1923*  when  Fre^e^  sold  the  clumb,  thie  "rape  of  the  Red  Sose"  had  soNlmi^^ed 
the  olub  that  from  mi  to  193C^  ,  aKcept  In  1924,  they  were  daad  U  Itf  ^he 
league-  Evan  Bost^^i's  ttadiClonally  dedloated  fans  stayed  aimy  Ifl  diovas.  "Tlie 
club  went  thraugh  9  langgars  la  IJ  yeirs«  tha  yaar  1932  was  dlwiai-iaafe  43 
wins  to  111  lo0s^0s  Kith  an  av&^aga  attendanoa  of  only  2^400  p#t  pi*  :3ob 
Qulnn,  who  had  bought  tha  club  f&©m  Fraseep  was  f oread  to  sail. 

Tha  naw  owner  waa  T^^U^kmy^  a  ^©img  timber  and  ©ra  hair,  who  bggante  wcwa- 
fitruct  tha  team  (ana  Kould  own  att  iongar  than  any  ©that  omer  of  any  tasa  in 
major  league  h±it©r>;i  Ha  rabuiL  ^  tha  park  In  1933-34,  spent  heavily  to  tcidu^r a 
new  talent,  and  b^oitght  in  Eddie  Collins  as  ganerU  managa^*  By  %9^^^thm  t^mm 
had  racovared  guffi^lintly  to  ta^ea  iaaond  plaea,  spaarhaadad  by  Jljaii  t^K^'s 
50  home  runs  and  l^a|m-laadlflg  avarages  In  batting  and  runs^b^ttiMn-  tehe 
fans  returned %  * 

Tha  next  year,  an  liml£iilly  £eli^«£ant  native  ©£  San  Slago  arrived  InBogt^a, 
dastinad  t©  baeoma  tlii  taa®*s^«sd  parhaps  basaball*s^graataat  him  ^ud 
Boston's  stalwart  until  hi  reftlrea  In  1960— Tad  Williams*  in  1941,  terixipt^e, 
ha  batted  .406,  tW  sicond  hlgl^^st  major  leagua  average  Im  mod^tti  baseb^ai 
history,  and  a  ra^ot^a  that  has  it«od  slnoa  that  tlma« 


*The  Boston  "fttraw?**  iriygs  borr^^fad  Fanway  for  the  World  Serlas  iT^lifr^ESh 
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ItefTi  number 


8 


D€8pica  the  Improvratiits  la  the  club^  the  New  York  Yankees  regulmrly  proved 
almost  lApossible  to  overerae*  Thm  Red  Sox  did  win  tt^  pennant  In  1946  (but 
lost  the  World  Series)  and  In  1948  tied  with  Cleveland  for  first  plaea,  but 
then  heartbreaklofly  lost  the  tiebreaker  In  Fenway.  In  1949,  the  Had  Son  lost 
the  pennant  In  the  last  gamm  of  the  regular  season ,  this  time  to  their  Yankee 
nraeslSa 

Not  until  1967  was  Boston  to  win  the  ^erloan  League  pennant  again.  The  years 
beginning  In  1959  were  particularly  dismal «  The  great  exeeptlon  was  the  "Mlraele 
Team"  of  1967 1  whleh  eaptured  the  pennant  on  the  last  day  of  the  season*  Carl 
Yastrzemskl  -  s  league'^laadlng  .326  and  44  homers  were  Instrmental.  (Faelng  the 
Cardinals  again »    as    In    1946^    the    Red  again    lost    the    World  Series.) 

The  most  recent  Red  Sox  pennant  was  in  1975.  They  were  onoe  again  disappointed, 
howeyer^  In  the  last  inning  of  the  seventh  gme  of  the  World  Series,  when  the 
Cincinnati  Reds  captured  the  series  by  one  rm,  scored  on  a  soft  single.  In 
1978,  the  Red  Sox  made  it  into  the  league  playoff  but  lost  to  the  Yankees  at 
Fenway « 

The  team's  roles  and  Fenway- s^  in  baseball  history  can  also  be  Illustrated 
by  noting  the  Red  Sox  members  (slnee  1912)  of  the  Baseball  Hall  of  Fame.^  Those 
who  played  a  major  part  of  their  careers  at  Fenway  Include i 


Luis  Aparlcio 
Rick  Ferrell 
I^fty  Grove 
George  Kell 
Red  Ruffing 
Tris  Speaker 


1971-73 

1933-  37 

1934-  41 
19S2-S4 
1924-30 
1907-lS 


Joe  Gronln 
Jlmle  Foxx 
^rry  Hooper 
Herb  Fennock 
Babe  Ruth 
Ted  Willlms 


1935-  45 

1936-  42 
1909-20 
1915-22, 
1914-19 
1939-60 


1934 


Other  mrabers  of  the  Hall  of  f aae  who  have  played  for  the  Red  Sox  In  Fenway 
Include i 


Lou  Boudreau 
Heinle  Hanush 
Al  Slmsons 


19S1-S2 

1936 

1943 


Walte  Uoyt 
Juan  Hariehal 


Eight  Hall  of  Fame  m^bers  have  managed  the  Red  Sox  In  Fenway: 


Ed  Barrow 
Frank  Chance 
Hugh  l^ffy 
Billy  Herman 


1918-20 
1923 
1921-22 
1964-66 


Lou  Boudreau 
Joe  Cronin 
Bucky  Harris 
Joe  McCarthy 


1919-20 
1974 


1952-54 
1935-47 
1934 
1948-50 
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National  Park  Service 

National  Register  of  Historic  Places 
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CQntinuation  sh^t  Item  number       ^  ^ 

Two  lQng--time  Red  Sox  executives  are  also  enshrined  I 

Eddie  Collins  1933-'51 
Tom  Yawkey  1933-76 

Football 

The  Boston  Redskins  (1933^36)  played  in  Fenway  before  they  became  unpopular  in 
Boston  and  moved  to  Washington.  Their  leading  stars  In  Boston  were  Clifford  Bat ties ^ 
first  in  rushing  In  1933|  Albert  Glen  C^Turk")  Edwardsi  and  Wayne  Millner,  all  of 
whom  have  been  elected  to  the  National  Football  Hall  of  Fame,  "Lone  Star"  Diets 
an  American  Indian,  was  the  first  head  coach and  there  ware  several  Indian  players 
on  the  team.o 


Footnotes 

Iceorge  Sullivan^  "Fenway  Fark^  a  Precious  Antique^"  In  Boston  Red  Sox,  Red  Sqk 
Scorebook  Magazine^  1984  (Bostons     Boston  Red  Sok*  1984),  p.   29,  ^ 

2George  V.  Hlgglns ,  "Ballpark:  Fenway^  with  Tears,*'  In  Daniel  Okrent  and  Harris 
Leirtne,  eds..  The  Ultimate  Baseball  Book  (Bostoni     Houghton  Mifflin,  1981)^  p*  345. 

3This  summary   of   the   history   of   the   Red   Sox  is  based  on   the   account  In  Lowell 
Reidenbaufh,  "Fenway  Park,"  pp.   48-55^  in  Take  Me  Out  to  tha  Ball  Park  (St.  Louis s 
The  Sporting   News,    1984),    and   Donald  Honig's,  The  Boston  Red  SoK^  An  Illustrated 
Tribute  (New  York:     St*  Martin's  Press,  1984).        ~"  '   ^ 

^Frazee's  role  is  described  in  Honigj,  o£,  clt. ,  pp.  43-47, 

^The  following  lists  appear  in  Boston  Red  Sox,  1985  Media  Guide  (Bostoni  Boston 
Red  Sox,  1985),  p.  89.  — 

^Bob  Curran,  Pro  Football's  Rag  Days  (Englewood,  New  Jersey:  Prentice-Hall^  Inc.  ^ 
1969),  pp.  142-143,  and  Roger  Treats,  The  Official  Encyclopedia  of  Football  (New 
York:    A, S.  Barnes  §  Co, ,  1972),  pp.  61-69,  245,  247,  and  252.  '  ^ — ^ 
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ilE  CONTJI^^UATION  SHEET 


10,  deoflraphiaaB  Data 


Aeriige  of  nomlntttd  property  aSb^»^±ma-heiy  a 
Qyidrangls  nam©     Boa  ton  South 
UtMRiferaneas 


Quadrangle  seaie 


laating 

i  1  1  1  1  1  1 

I.I,     !  .  ,  1 

1  1  ,  i  .  .  1 

I.I,     1  ,  ,  j 

M  1  1  1  1  ! 

1,1,     1  ,  ,  1 

M    '    i   i   '    I  I    :   I    ■  I   ■  ■  I 

Zone     Eaiting  Northing 

°UJ  I  I  I  LljJ  I  ■  i  ■  I  ■  '  I 

fUJ  I  I  >  I  I  .  I  I  ■  I  ■  I  I  .  I 

HUJ   I  I   ■   I  ■  ,   I  I   I  I   ■  I  ,  ,  I 


Virbal  boundary  doserlptfon  and  Jy^tifloatlon 

SEE  CQNTCMUATIOM  SHEET 


Ml)  all  atatea  and  oountlea  for  ^re^^^rtlaa  overlapping  alale  or  oounty  boundarlaa 

ijjjj   _    code  eounty 


code 


liili 


code 


county 


code 


11,  Form  Prepared  By 


niwrmie      James        CharlQtpn_i_  Historian 


erginliatlon  History  Division^  N^tiQnal  Park  Service      date   ^ 

ilrijt  &  number       IIQQ  _L  S_traatj_    rJW   telephont 


_  NQyember  1985 
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12,  Stato  Historite  Presorvation  Officer  Certification 

THi evaluated  signifleanee  of  this  propei^y  within  the  state  Is^ 
„  natlpral  ^tat#   ^  loea! 


i^ilhedealgnated  Stiie  HIitorle  Preiervntion  Officer  for  the  Nationil  HIitorIc  Preiervatlon  Act  of  1§€G  (Public  Law  89- 
€iS),  I  hereby  nomlnatf  this  property  for  l^^oluslon  In  the  National  Register  and  certify  that  It  hii  been  evatuated 
aecQfdIng  to  the  crlterlj  and  proeedures         forth  by  the  National  Park  Service. 

Stale  Historic  Preservation  Off  leer  fignat^jre 


tllli 


FQfNPS  usaonly 

I  hereby  certify  that  this  property  li  Snoluded  In  the  National  Register 


Keeper  of  tht  Nationil  Register 
Att^tt 


date 


date 


Chief  of  f^istratlon 
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Register  of  Historie  Plaees 
Inventory— Nomination  Porm 

CQntinuatien  #i»at  it#mfwmto  9 
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Contiimgtian  shmk  ttemnun^ef  9  fega 

The  gletugs  Higtogy  of  the  Bob ton  Red  Sox.    IndisnapQlis i 


Bobbs-MeMlll,  1979 

Trestj  togar»  ad.    The  Offielsl  Encyclopedia  of  Foocball,     10th  rev*  ad,  Naw 
Yorki    A*S*  Baraas  4  to,,  1972. 

Waeson,  Al,      "Tad    Williams i      Evangelical    Matter Esgulge's  Qraat  Man  and 
Moments  In  Sports ■    New  Yorki    Harpat  and  towp  1962.    Pp.  56-60, 


Verbal  Boundary 

An  Irregiilar  polygon  bounded  by  Lanadoma  Straet  on  tha  north,  an  alley  batwean 
Lansdowna  and  Ipswich  Straats  on  the  northeast,  Ipswich  and  Van  Ness  Streets  on 
the  southaast  and  south,  Jarsay  Street  on  the  southwast  and  west,  and  Brookllna 
Avenua  on   tha   northwest,     Tha   area   anclosed   is    tha  pertoeter   of   tha  park. 
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S9dinitru€tl6ns  In  HoHr  M  Complmtm  NMmml  B^Mmr  FormM 

Typtiii  •ntfleg-^Qmpl«t0  applleablc  seetlons  
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4,  Owner  off  Froperty 
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HOTorable  Qmn^m  V*  Vatoofvieh,  ^ysr,  CiQr  of  Cl^lmd 


atrtftl  numbtr 
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state 


5.  Location  off  Legal  Pescriptlon 


eourthouae,  reglitry  of  de#c 


eto. 


atraat  I  numbar 


1  lik^ide  Avmue 


eity,  town 


state 


Ohio 


6,  Represera 


in  Existinfl  Surveys 


title 


^,1^  Stpt^is^  1976 


dapoiltdry  for  aurvay  reeert 


has  this  proiierty  been  determine  eilglbla?  ^ 

 ^  federal   JL^  statt  eounty 


X_ 


ioeal 


oHy,  town 


OMo  HLitorleal  Society 


state 


Ohio 


ee 


ERIC 


7,  Psseriptiow 


d#t^l9raf#d  urvalttred         .  ^  GrlglFial  sitt 

ruins  — £eUtred  .^.maysd  datt 

unciposcd 


Cleveland  Hunleipal  Stadiims  a  B^moth  dquble-d^ek  serueture,  appears  to  be 
alilptlully  shaped  and  Is  rouiidad  on  %hm  Interior  #  The  outer  walls »  howaver, 
are  actually  a  ssrles  of  flat  planes  foning  an  oval  polygon.  In  form,  from 
tha  air,  the  acruetura  resnbles  tha  Graak  letter  ome^a.  with  open  end  to  the 
asst.  This  opan  end^  the  Mntarflald  of  tha  baseball  dlttinondp  Inoludes  single- 
daek  blaaeherit.  The  atrueture  is  800 »  long  on  the  axtarlor  running  from  east 
to  wast*  720'  vlde»  and  116»  tall  above  tha  fleldi  the  first  deck  Is  61'  high 
on  the  anterior,  ^etra  ara  aora  than  33»00D  saats  In  tha  main*  or  first ,  deok 
of  tha  grandstand  p  29  p 380  In  tha  narrower  upper  daek,  and  mora  than  10»000 
bleachar  seats.  For  football »  sona  80»000  fans  can  be  seated #1  The  struotura 
has  undargone  ralatlvely  few  aajor  changes « 

The  field  within  the  stadlim  is  527^  long  and  446'  wlda.  Initially,  for  bssa- 
ball,  tha  distances  t©  the  walls  wara  320*  at  the  foul  lines,  463'  In  the  power 
alleys,  and  470*  to  oentetflald.  Those  aaasurements ,  homver,  undarwent  changes 
throygh  the  years  as  owners  attampted  to  tailor  tha  park  to  tha  talents  of  tha 
Clevaland  playars«^ 

Staditai  Featuras 

The  stadlim  is  built  principally  of  rainforcad  conerata  and  structural  steel 
faced  irtth  Bottled  gray  brick  on  the  exterior «  Tha  steel  frame  and  sheet 
alminim  are  exposed  on  the  set-back  upper  dack*  The  cantileverad  second  deck 
and  roof  protect  all  but  the  front  row  seats  from  tha  elements. 

The  usa  of  alimlnuia  in  the  sat^back  walls  of  the  second  deck  was  one  of  the 
most  axtensive  to  that  time.  This  ventilated  superstructure  Is  made  up  of 
louvers  with  mullions  dividing  them  Into  panels  and  surmounted  by  a  flat  sheet 
Beta!  cornice.  Tha  frleK  is  enriched  by  a  diagonal  herringbone  pattern.  At 
aseh  column,  about  IS'  apart,  broad  pilasters  extend  from  tha  bottoms  of  the 
louvers  to  the  top  of  tha  cornice i  these  pilasters  project  beyond  the  face  and 
above  the  cornice. 3 

The  exterior  also  features  five  large  masonry  towers  at  roughly  the  northeast, 
east,  southeast,  southwest,  and  northwest  points  of  the  stadlim.  The  townrs 
are  about  five  stories  in  height,  ^ey  contain  offices  and  other  facilities. 
Smaller  office  structures  that  accommodate  the  Browns'  and  Indians'  offices  are 
adjacent  to  the  northwest  and  southwest  towers*  respectively. 

Landscaping 

Of  the  landscaping  outlined  In  the  architect's  renderings,  little  remains, 
although  some  trees  are  still  In  place.  Just  to  the  north  of  the  stadliai, 
however,  and  separated  from  Its  precincts  by  a  recent  chain-link  fence,  is  a 
landscaped  garden,  iHiich  slopes  down  to  Erlevlew  Street.  This  garden,  the 
Donald  Gray  Oardans  (fomerly  Cleveland  Municipal  Garden),  which  Is  rather 
overgrown,  is  the  sole  survivl^  feature  on-site,  other  than  the  Stadltm  itself, 
of  the  Great  Lal^s  Exposition.^ 
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United  States 
NaltoMl  Park  StwiM 


National  Raglstar  off  HIstorlo  Placos 


teesafe  toprovmcati  and  eugreat  Statug^ 

Over  the  jmmwmt  thm  itadluB  beows  a  fiuoalal  drala  for  the  eity  of  Clsvalsnd. 
Art  Hodall^  oimer  of  the  BromSi  tespoadad  to  the  aead  is  1974  ^  when  ha  formed 
develasd  Stadiipi  Gori^ratioa  aad  algaed  a  25«year  lease  with  the  olty.  la 
early  lfS2|  all  of  the  atook  of  the  corporatloa  vaa  aold  to  the  Broima. 

Hhea  the  agreeuat  bet^ea  the  oity  ud  Hsdell  wa  reaohed  la  1974,  he  promised 
$10  mlllioa  la  iaprovaaata,  irtiloh  ware  raoeatly  eoaeluded#  They  laelude  the 
additioa  of  108  Iwury  logeap  a  eoBputarlMd  aooraboard«  aew  seats,  aew  concessioa 
facllitleai  aav  lighti^,  outfield  feaoa  padBi  ud  the  iastallatioa  of  a  aew 
playing  aurfaae,   lovered   2'    to  provide  a  better  view  from  the    steads   (1976) « 

Old  eleotrical  aad  plmbiE^  ayatma  were  replaaed.  Looker  rooms  have  been  up^ 
graded.  The  atadiui  reatauraata  have  taea  reaovatedp  aad  first  aid  areas  were 
iastalleds    4  press  box  elevator  was  also  added « 


Footaotes 

^Uehard  H.  i^aaer,  Jr*,  "The  Mttltlpurpose  Stadiym  as  ^ehiteature"  (M.A.  Thesis, 
teorgia  lastitute  of  Teohaology,  1982) /pp^  61-63,  139-141. 

^Lowell  Eeideabaagh,  "Muaioipal  Stadiimg"  Take  He  Out  to  the  Ball  Park  (St.  Louis i 
The  Sporting  Hews,  1984),  p.  100* 

^''Cleveland  Muniaipal  Stadiw  ia  Cleveland,"  toehitectaral  Raeord.  71  (January 
1932),  p.  37.  

^Jia  Toman  aad  Dan  Cook,  Clevelaad  Himioipal  Stadim  ( Cleveland i  Cleveland  Land- 
marks Press,  lao.,  1981),  p*  21* 

^Cleveland  Broms,    198S  Clevelaad  Browas  Media  Guide    CCleveland,    1985),    p.  163. 
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Stk  joifiMt  of  Slgnlf ieanoo  fin  om  paregreph) 


Cleveland  Minielpal  S£adlua»  sinee  Its  aonstruaeloQ  the  largest  atadlum  In  use  in 
major  laague  basaballt  Is  signlflaanC  not  only  as  oaa  of  the  two  playing  fields  of 
the  Cleveland  Indians  baseball  team  (19 32^data)(asd  their  sola  ball  park  aftar 
1946)  and  as  the  home  of  tha  Clavelsnd  (now  Los  A^elas)  Earns  (1941^45)  and  Browns 
(1946-date)  professional  football  taams^  but  also  for  other  evants  that  have  ooaurred 
in  it  and  for  its  status  as  one  of  the  earllast  stadiiais  speaiflcally  designed  for 
multi-sport  uses^  It  is  also  one  of  the  first  to  be  munielpally  finanoed*  In 
addition,  it   is   the   prlnaipal   surviving  elamant   of   the   Qraat   Lakes  Exposition 


Cleveland  Huniaipal  Stadium  was  dasignad  by  the  prograsslve  city  administration  as 
a  multipurpose  struetura  to  aoeomsodata  the  graat  surge  in  attendance  at  hasaball 
and  football  games  and  other  pubiia  spaataalas  that  oaaurred  with  the  rise  of  the 
automobila.  Its  great  sIm  was  a  measure  of  the  aonfldenoa  that  elty  leaders^  suoh 
Am  City  Manager  Willim  Hopkins  and  George  Bander,  ahairman  of  the  stadium  commis- 
sions had  in  the  oity's  future*^  Its  purpose  was  to  aaaoamodata  outdoor  gatherings 
eomfortably^  inoluding  not  only  baseball  and  football  gues,  but  traek  meets, 
boxing  matohes,  aonaerts^  and  even  grand  opera Projeoted  In  1925,  the  stadim 
was  not  oonstruated  until  1930-31,  after  the  Depression  had  struck. 

^e  first  event  of  consequenae  to  take  place  in  the  completed  stadium  was  the 
heavyweight  boxing  bout  betwaen  Max  Schmeling  and  Young  Stribling  on  July  3,  1931 1 
Schinel|ng  Imocked  out  Stribling  and  retained  the  heavywaight  chupionship  of  the 
world *^  Since  then^  in  addition  to  basabali  and  football,  the  range  of  activities 
at  the  stadium  has  inaluded  religious  convocations,  the  Metropolitan  Opera,  the 
Beatles,  circuses,  rodeos,  big  bands,  tractor  pulls,  and  polka  festivals.^ 


The  Cleveland  Indians  used  the  Stadiw  during  the  1933  season,  but  tharaafter  »  u?LiX 
1946,  generally  played  weekday  games  at  Leagm  Park  and  weekend  and  holiday 
at  ^nicipal  Stadium.    (The  earlier  history  of  the  baseball  club  is  discusr'^^  i 
the  accompanying  National  Historic  landmark  study  of  League  Park.)     In  the  ^%i:s-r 
year.  Bill  Veeck,  the  new  president  of  the  club,  moved  the  games  permanently  tn 
Municipal.    The   move    coincided   sdth   a   rising    tide    in    the    Indians'  fortunes. 


(1936-37)* 


History 


Baseball^ 
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In  1948  s  the  Indians  had  a  winning  team  andp  wlch  Hunlelpal^s  vast  capaeltyp  set  a 
major  league  attendanea  raeord  (2.62  million)  that  stood  uncll  1962  (and  In  the 
Marlean  League  mtll  1980)  »  Xlelng  with  the  Rad  Sok  at  the  end  of  the  season ,  the 
"Tribe**  won  a  l-gma  playoff  In  Fenway ,  and  went  on  to  beat  the  Boston  Braves  in 
the  World  Series.  Manager^player  Lou  Boudreau,  the  ''most  valuable  player"  in  the 
league  that  year,  pitohers  Bob  Feller  and  Satehal  Paige »  and  second  baseman  Larry 
Doby  ware  instrtmental  In  the  tritiaph. 

Feller's  career  was  especially  notemrthy  and  eonsistant*  Be  led  the  American 
League  in  strikeouts  7  seasons  and  won  20  games  or  more  for  Cleveland  in  6  different 
years.  Paige,  new  to  the  team  in  1948,  wae  the  first  black  to  pitch  in  the  toerican 
League.^  Doby,  who  Joined  the  tera  in  1947,  was  the  first  black  in  the  American 
League . ^ 

The  year  1954  was  also  marked  by  incredible  success  for  the  Indians.  Under  Manager 
Al  liOpezs  the  club  won  111  gamas  and  lost  only  43,  for  an  unprecedentad  •721  average. 
The  team's  triumph  was  marred  by  losing  the  World  Series  to  the  New  York  Giants  in 
four  straight  gmes  highlighted  by  the  Giants  Willy  ^ys'  circus  catch. 

Football 

Clevaland  Stadimn  Is  still  the  home  of  the  Indians;  it  is  also  the  home  field  of 
the  Cleveland  Browns  professiooal  football  tern,  who  replaced  the  Rams  when  the 
latter  moved  to  Los  togelas  in  1946 •  (Tha  Eras,  National  Football  League  champions 
in  1945  over  the  Washington  Redskins,  and  their  omer  Daniel  Reaves  angered  Gleve^ 
landers  by  the  mova.  Since  than.  Browns-  triumphs  over  the  Rams  have  been  especially 
savored  in  Cleveland.) 

In  their  first  4  seasons  (1946^49) ,  the  Browns  ware  part  of  the  All  America  Football 
Confarenca,  which  merged  with  the  National  Football  League  (NFL)  In  1950|  they  won 
the  championship  all  4  years  and  rapaatad  tha  feat  their  first  year  in  the  NFL 
(1950).  Their  gifted  coach  Paul  Brown  (until  1962)  built  his  namesaka  team  to 
graatness.^  Black  players  such  as  Bterion  Motley,  Bill  Willis,  Lan  Ford,  and 
James  (Jimmy)  Brown  made  a  strong  contribution  and  helped  integrate  professional 
football - 

The  Bro^s  have  mn  nimarous  divisional  titlas  and  tha  National  Football  League 
chwpionship  four  times  (1950,  1954-55,  and  1964),^  Tha  merit  of  the  team  can 
also  be  illustrated  by  those  elected  to  the  Hall  of  Fma  (with  their  years  of 
play) s 10 


Jim  Brown  1957-65  Len  Ford  1950-57 

Frank  Qatskl  1946-56  Otto  Grahm  1946-55 

Lou  Groza  1946-59,  1961-67  Dante  Lavalli  1946-56 

Hike  HcCormack  1954-62  Bobby  Mitchell  1958-61 

Iterion  Motley  1946-53  Paul  Warfleld  1964-69,  1976-77 

Bill  Willis  1946-53 


Coach  Paul  Brom  has  also  been  Inducted. 
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Continuatlori 


\im  numter 
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In  addition  to  ^he  Rams  and  Browne ,  the  Cleveland  Munleipal  Stadium  has  also 
hosted  other  fooeball  Ceams  and  g^es.  The  most  noted  of  these  have  been  11  ©f 
the  Notre  Dame^Navy  contests 

Great  Lakes  Exposition  (1936-37)12 

Cleveland  Hunieipal  Stadiim  was  a  key  feature  of  the  Great  Lakes  iKposition  of 
1936 i  held  to  promote  the  story  of  the  steel  Industry  in  the  region  and  the  contri- 
butions It  had  made  to  the  nation's  progress.  In  1937,  the  Exposition  continued 
with  the  broader  theme  of  the  "Making  of  toerlcas*'  which  portrayed  the  story  of  the 
contributions  that  the  Great  Lakes  region  had  made  in  the  growth  of  the  cultural, 
scientific,  and  industrial  life  of  the  country* 

One  major  entertalianent  featured  for  the  first  time  at  the  Exposition  was  the  Billy 
Rose  Aquacade i  which  "exploited  for  the  first  time  the  great  possibilities  of  water 
as  a  new  medim  of  entertainment ."13  This  spectacle  featured  a  giant  floating 
stage  that  could  be  maneuvered  at  will,  huge  walls  of  water  as  curtains  for  scene 
changes,  and  aquatic  stars  such  as  Johnny  Weismuller  and  Eleanor  Holm.  The  Aquacade 
went  on  to  be  a  prominent  element  of  both  the  Golden  Gate  International  Exposition 
(San  Pranclsco)  (1939=40)  and  the  New  York  World's  Fair  (1939=40). 

Some  scholars  believe  the  architectural  features  of  the  exposition  were  influential 
examples.  Only  the  stadim,  which  was  incorporated  into  the  exposition  because  of 
its  sise  and  strategic  location,  and  the  Donald  Gray  Gardens,  adjacent  tb  it 
on  the  north,  however,  are  tangible  reminders  of  its  existence. 


Footnotes 

iRlchard  M.  Kramer,  Jr,,  "The  Multipurpose  Stadium  as  Architecture,"  M.A.  thesis p 
Georgia  Institute  of  Technology,  1982,  p.  61. 

^Cleveland  Plain  Dealer,  Friday,  July  3,  1931  (Stadium  Special  Edition),  discusses 
the  background  of  the  stadium's  construction. 

^Kramer,         cit . ,  p.  61. 

^Lowell  toidenbaugh,  "Municipal  Stadium,"  Take  Me  Out  to  the  Ball  Park  (St.  Louis  i 
The  Sporting  News,  1984),  p,  100.  _  _ 

^Cleveland  Browns,  1985  Cleveland  Bro^s  Media  Guide  (Cleveland,  1985),  p.  163. 
6The  history  of  the  team  is  based  largely  on  Reldenbaugh,   0£,  cit . ,  pp.  100^111* 
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11  Jim  Tomb  aad  Dan  Cookp  Cleveland  Municipal  Stadiua  (Clsvelands  Clavgiand 
I-andmarks  Press,  Ine,,  1981} »  p*  40* 

l^Raymond  Girvigian,  Fan  Paeifie  Ayditogiumg  Hietorieal  Rastogation  Report  (Los 
^igelaa:    GruM  T#am,  1980}  ,  p#  IIG,  2,  142^143  , 

l^Oaorge  Jaekson,  HistQry  of  CCTtenniala,  Expoaitiong  and  World  Fairs  (Lincoln, 
Hebraska i    Wassar^Brlnlman  Co,,  1939),  p.  124^  "  '~  ~"~ 
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 museum 
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Cleveland 
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state  Ohio 


5>  Location  of  Legal  Description 

cQurthouse»  ri^glstry  of  deeds,  etc.  Cuyahoga  Coun^  Courthouse 
street  ^  number  1  Lakeside  Avenue 
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state 


Ohio 
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iiii^        Ohio  Historic  Inventory 


has  this  property  been  determined  eligible? 


yes 


c'ate 


1976 


federal    .      state  county 


local 


depoiltdry  for  survey  records 
city«  town  Colimbus 


^hio  liistoricai  Society 


state 


Ohio 


79 


QMS  1SS4-Qgi8 


United  states  Department  of  the  Interior 

Natlenel  Park  StrvlG©  "  ''^^^^^W^i^ 


National  Register  of  Historic  Piaees  ''^i^m^?^^?fit 
Inventory — Nomination  Form  t^^nM- 

Cofrtlnuatton  rtwet  Han,  numbef  6  

Ccont.) 

Title;    National  Register  of  Historic  Places 
Date:  1979 

Depositor  for  Surv^  Records:    National  Register  of  Historic  Places 
City,  Town:    Washington  State:  DC 


55 


80 


7.  Description 


^_  exotMent 


^  good 


J^..  dtterlofated 

_____  ruins 


Ohaek  one 

unaltered 
,  X .  aitertd 


Gheck  one 

X  original  site 
moved  d 


date 


D#sarib«  Ih*  prosent  and  original  (If  known)  phystoal  appearance 


The  Lamgue  Park  Center  cons 1st a  of  the  former  baseball  aompany  offices  connected 
by  a  single  story  wall  to  a  single  tier  of  stands •  The  scands  formed  a  part  of 
a  large  double-tiered  grandsCand  that  flanked  two  sides  of  the  baseball  diamond. 
The  outfield  was  surrounded  by  a  tall  fence,  and^  with  the  office  building  in 
one  corner,  the  whole  complex  occupied  most  of  a  city  block.  The  dimensions 
were  unusual:  left  field  foul  line  375%  right  field  290'  (with  a  40'  wall), 
and  cenCerfield  420'*    Except  for  the  one  tier  of  bleachers,  the  park  has  been 


The  remaining  stands  are  of  reinforced  concrete  and  compose  a  100'  segment  of 
the  lower  tier  of  the  stadium.  There  is  a  brick  facing  on  the  outside  rear 
of  the  stands  which  features  sawtooth  arches  and  pilasters  topped  by  a  cut 
stone  cap a  The  wall  continues  along  the  edge  of  the  sidewalk  and  connects  with 
the  baseball  company  office  building*  Vacant  and  vandalised  locker  and  shower 
rooms  are  beneath  the  stands.  Portions  of  the  Interior  walls  in  these  rooms 
have  large  holes,  probably  the  result  of  severe  weathering  and  rusting  of  the 
reinforcing  rods,  as  well  as  vandalism. 

Office  Building 

The  office  building  is  a  2~story  concrete  and  brick  structure  with  a  shingle- 
covered  gable  roof.  The  first  story  originally  consisted  of  four  isolated 
concrete  posts  with  iron  gates  between.  This  area  held  cicket  booths  and  served 
as  a  major  gate  Into  the  stadium.  The  Ironwork  has  been  removed  and  the  area 
between  the  posts  enclosed.  The  second  floor,  which  Initially  held  the  company 
offices,  has  a  blind  rounded  arcade  Into  which  the  windows  are  set. 

Above  the  arcade  the  brick  wall  was  stuccoed  and  the  exposed  curved  ends  of  the 
rafters  project  slightly  from  the  wall.  The  ends  of  the  building  are  a 
duplication  of  the  facade  and  also  have  corbeling  beneath  the  stone  capped 
parapet  gable.  There  are  slight  rectangular  projections  above  the  peak  which 
are  reminiscent  of  chimneys. 

Present  Use 

The  office  building  is  currently  used  as  a  neighborhood  center-  The  site  of 
the  ball  park  is  divided  into  several  small  diamonds  and  a  swimming  area.  The 
latter  consists  of  a  swimming  pool  and  bathhouse  constructed  in  one  corner  of 
the  former  outfield. 
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iThlB  deserlpelon  Is  closely  based  on  the  description  Beetlon  of  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places  nomination  fotn,  prepatad  by  David  Simons  of  the 
Ohio  Historical  Society  In  1979, 

^Lowell  Reldenbaugh,    "League   Park,"   Jake  Me  Out  to  the  Ball  Park    (it.  Louis- 
The  Sporting  Hews,  1984),  p.  98.   ~   — — 


5T 


82 


ERIC 


8.  Slgnifieanee 


Awmmm  of  Signlfieane^^Check  and  Ju^tlffy  below 


prehistoric 
1400-1411 

iioo=iiss 

l€00»t€ii 
170Q=t7iS 
tS00»t8i§ 
1900- 
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art 
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SpMifio  dat«s   field  1891-1946 


cdmmunity  planning 

poniervatien 

econamlos 
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pngineering 
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Invention 


landseape  arehit^etyr^ 
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muiie 
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Builder  Arehite€t      Oiarlas  S,  Sclmeider 


stadiiini  1909-46 
Slatemant  of  SignifiEanoe  {In  one  paragrsph) 


riligi^n 
lelencf 
iQulptufi 
iseiil 

.  ihiater 
^  .(fsnipaflsBtion 
.l  olher  (ipt4cify) 

(laseball__  park) 


Although  only  a  porclon   of   It    ramalnsy   Lsague   Park,   a  large  doubls^^^itid  ^gli  A 
park»  usad   as   a  major   laagua   baaaball  playing   field    beginning  in   I89I1  is  oft^^ 
of  Che  oldast   sltas  associaced  with  major  league  baseball  hiscory*     4  niber 
baseball  and  foot:ball   imorcals  played   there  during   the   last  decade        thi  19^1^3. 
century  and  the  first  half  of  the  20th* 

Erected  in  1909,  the  year  before  Comiskey^  the  oldest  baseball  park  now  in  ugap  . 
League  Park  served  as  a  home  playing  field  for  the  Cleveland  prof es^4^nil  testf&s 
until  i9/>6,  and  was  the  only  park  used  from  1891  until  the  Indlani  b^S^n  to  pl^r^ 
in  Municipal  Stadiim  on  weekends  in  1932 «  Cleveland's  early  professional  football — 
teams  also  made  use  of  it.  The  present  League  Park  Centers  attaehed  to  the  grand^^ — 
stands,  served  as  the  Cleveland  baseball  elub-s  offices  from  its  conS^Wion  iti^ 
1908  until  the  late  1940s. 

Baseball  History^ 

Professional  baseball  began  in  Cleveland  in  1869  when  the  Forest  City^  abandoti^d^ 
their  amateur  "gentlemen's  varsity"  status  to  speculate  in  the  pro feapionil market  ^ 
with  $75  per  month  salaries.  The  team  mnt  through  a  nwbsr  of  reoC'^snizatlofis  ^ 
and  nrae  changes  during  the  18708  and  1880s,  and  shifted  between  the  p^QimtouBl  ^ 
baseball  leagues.    It  played  at  four  different  locations  in  the  city* 

By  1890  the  Cleveland  Spiders,  as  they  were  then  kaoTOi  had  entered  a  seviraili^p* 
The  team  was  sold  to  Frank  De  Haas  Eobison  Hho  began  a  rebuilding  progr^^  One  at  ^ 
his  actions  was  to  hire  a  stro^  farmboy  from  the  Canton,  Ohio,  area,  n^ed  Dentc^ti^ 
Young,  who  was  later  to  gain  frae  for  his  fastball  pitches  as  "Cy"  touDi%  Eobi@o0> 
who  proinised  to  "put  Cleveland  back  in  baseball,"  also  established  a  ^.avpUyltfg^ 
field  for  the  club.  He  .was  the  owner  of  several  streetcar  lines  and  bt^llUhe  n^v^ 
League  Park,  at  a  point  where  two  of  them  passed,  in  1891|  Roblson'P  itmta%t^  ^ 
provided  ready  access  to  the  Park  with  a  stop  only  20'  from  the  main  gate,  7bt  ± 
original  structure  was  a  simple  green  wooden  pavilion  and  grandstand*  U seated  _ 
about  9,000.      Cy   Young   inaugurated    the   park   with   a    12-^3   vtti   over  CWnnati^ 

After  winning  the  Temple  Cup  Series,  the  forerunner  of  the  World  Series  ,  In  1895 j 
the  Cleveland  team  fell  on  hard  times  again,  and  was  transferred  to         Louis  in  ^ 
1899 »    Ban  Johnson  was,  at  this  time,  organiEing  the  toerlcan  League  and  appa^had  ^ 
businessmen  in   Cleveland   for  assistance  in  financing  a  new  team  in  ti^il?  cltyt 
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S*vi;Ld  m?     •  ■  ^       fl"^  ""Chant,   respond.d  and  halped  organlie  the  new 

Cleveland  Bluea.  These  diract  anceators  of  the  praeent-day  Cleveland  Indian,  thus 
becan.  charter  member,  of  the  toarlcan  League.  Somers  also  provided  most  of  the 
funding  for  Johnson's  entire  league,  .et  up  as  a  rival  to  the  then-dominant  National 

The  Cleveland  Blues  in  1902  became  the  Broncos  and  once  again  aetraetad  first-rate 
these  men  war*  Adrian  "Addie"  Jo.s.  an  outstanding  pitchar.  and 
Larry  Napoleon  Lajoie,  a  seeond  baseman.  Lajoie.  the  batting  champion  of  the 
league  in  1903  and  1904,  was  described  in  1907  as  the  "king  of  ball  players  "  aS 
was  so  popular  that   the  team   became   known  a.  the   Cleveland   Naps  in  his  honor. 

The  Increased  crowds  attracted  by  the  Nap.  resulted  in  the  erection  of  the  double- 
tiered  steel  and  concrete  stadium  in  League  Park  In  1909.     The  previous  year  had 
seen  the  construction  of  the  corner  structura  now  known  as  tha  League  Park  Center 
It  housed  the  Cleveland  Baseball  Company's  main  offices  on  the  second  floor  with  a 
«S  ^i^'i^l  •"''^tor's  room,  ana  owners'  private  quarters  over  the  ticket  windows 

on  the  first  floor.  The  office  building  was  dasignad  by  Charles  S.  Schneider,  a 
Cleveland  architect  who  also  designed  Stan  Hywet  Hall,  the  Selberllng  Mansion  (a 
National  Historic  Landmark),  In  Akron,  Ohio.  eion  V« 

When  Napoleon  Lajoie  left  Cleveland  in  1914,  the  team  became  the  Cleveland  Indians, 
in  honor  of  Louis  Francis  Sockalexls,  the  first  American  Indian  to  play  for  a  malor 
league  team  (Cleveland).  James  "Sunny  Jim"  Dunn,  a  partner  in  «  Cleveland  railroad 
construcclon  firm,  became  owner  of  the  club  In  1916.  and  the  ball  park  was.  until 
hlB  death  in  1927,  generally  known  as  Dunn  Field. 

Babe  Ruth  played  in  League  Park  a  number  of  times  for  the  Boston  Red  Sox  ^nd  hit 
one  famous  home  run  in  1919  that  resulted  in  the  resignation  of  the  Indians'  manager. 
Trls  Speaker,  1916  league  batting  champion  for  Cleveland  (who  had  earlier  played 
for  the  Red  Sox)  became  the  new  manager  and  led  the  Indians  to  their  first  pennant 

li^fllo  hSw'f  "^^*"f ^"^'^  ^"  therefor,  played  in  League  Park 
in  1920  between  the  Indians  and  the  Brooklyn  Dodgers.  Cleveland  won  the  Selles;  on 
the  Btrength  of  the  first  grand-slam  homer  in  Series  history,  by  Elmer  anith.  and 
the  only  unasaisted  World  Series  triple  play,  by  Bill  Wambsgans.. 

Football^ 

League  Park  also  has  ties  to  early  professional  football.  Cleveland  was  represented 
in  the  major  leagues  irregularly  beginning  in  1912  by  teami  known  as  the  Tigers. 
Erin  BrauB.  Panthers,  Indians,  and  Bulldogs |  some  of  these  teams  used  League  Park 
88  their  home  field.  The  best  year  was  1924,  when,  under  player-coach  Guy  Shanber- 
i;  ,  Bulldogs  (formerly  of  Canton)  captured  the  National  Football  League  title. 
Chmberlin,  as  well  as  Joseph  Guyon  (1921),  William  Ray  ("Link")  Lyman  (1923-24) 
and  James   (Jim")   Thorpe  represent   these  teams  in  the  National  Football  Hall  of 
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Kammmbsr 
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tjgagua  Park' 8  Fate 

By  thm  end  of  Che  1920s,  the  fans  had  ouCgroim  League  Park  and  plans  were  developed 
for  the  present  Cleveland  Stadlua  on  the  shore  of  I^ke  Erie*  The  new  ball  park  was 
dediaated  in  1931 »  but  League  Park  and  the  offices  there  oontlnued  to  be  used  by 
the  Indians  until  1946  when  Bill  Veeok  shifted  all  operations  to  Cleveland  Stadium. 
Before  thats  weekday  games  were  generally  played  at  League  Farki  weekends  and  holi^ 
days  at  Hunlcipml.  Host  of  the  staditm  at  League  Park  was  subsequently  demolished , 
exeept  for  the  Center  and  part  of  one  lower  tier  of  bleaoherss 


^This  statement  of  slgnlfioanoe  is  based  on  the  corresponding  section  of  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places  nomination  form  cited  in  Note  1  of  the 
Description,  and  Lowell  Reidenbaughi  "League  Park,"  Take  Me  Out  to  the  Ball  Park 
(St,  Loulsi    The  Sporting  Hews,  1984}  p  pp#  94-^99. 

^Roger  Treat,  ed,.  The  Official  Encyclopedia  of  Football  (New  Yorki  A.S,  Barnes 
&  Cop,  1972),  pp.  23-100  passim,  and  245,  248^  2B1,  and  25S|  and  Bob  Curran,  Pro 
Football's  Rag  Days  (Englewood  Cliffs,  New  Jersey i  Prentice-Hall,  Inc.,  196?) * 
pp*  8,  21,  and  26^8* 
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12,  Stat#  Historio  Preservation  Officer  C#Ft§f§cation 

The  evaluated  significance  of  this  property  within  the  state  is; 


.  national 


.  state 


local 


As  the  designated  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  for  tha  National  Historic  Preservation  Act  of  liii  {Public  Law  8^ 
eas).  I  hereby  nominate  this  property  for  Inclusion  In  tht  National  Register  and  certify  that  it  has  been  evalyated 
aeeording  t©  the  crltarla  and  procedures  set  forth  by  tht  National  Park  Sarvice. 


State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  signaturt 


titia 


date 
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I  haraby  cartify  that  this  property  is  Included  in  the  National  Registtr 
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h(itdrl€     The  Rose  Bowl 
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4.  Owner  of  Property 
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^_  unoecypM   cammarclal  ^  pari^ 
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— ^military  ^^athan  ReGreation 
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nama  Mayor  William  Bogaard^  City  of  Pasadena,  City  Hall 
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city,  tawn  Pasadana 
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§■  Location  of  Legal  Description 


cayrthQuaa,raglitn<ofdaadi,atc.    A^ae^^or's  Office,  city  Hall.  Room  107 

atfaat  &  numbar      IQQ  n*  Garfield  Avenue   

cl^town  Raeadena 


sUta  California 


Bepresentation  in  Ixistinfl  Surveys 


tttia 


hai  thii  praparty  bm%ft  datarmlnad  allglbia? 


^yaa 


no 


^fa 


_^  f^aial  — ^  atata  !y   local 


^^altatyfc  j^rveyjaeorda 
ctty,  town 
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7,  Pescription 


eMdltldn  Gheok  on*  €h«elt  one 

-JL  •leellent  ^_  deteriorated  unaltered  .  original  site 

good  —  rulfia  altered  _^  moved      date  _  ^.^-^  , 

^^^^  fair  unexposed 


ll*scHbe  Um  pr«a«nt  and  original  III  known)  phyaieal  appaaranee 


Faaadena 


The  Rosa  Bowl  is  the  outstanding  built  feature  of  Irookstd^  flfk 
City  park  nestled  in  the  Arro^ro  Seco,  a  fairly  level  vall^f  surrounded  by 
high  bluffs,  which  aecQOTodates  a  variety  of  other  reerefttioiisl  ireso«ees 
The  Rose  Bowl,  a  conerete  structwe  built  on  a  pittely  eUipElcal  plan,  is 
surrounded  by  a  fence  one  mile  in  eircumf erenee*  Between  Chi  £inQ«  and  the 
strueture  itself  are  planted,  appropriately  enough,  aboot  S/oOO  tomm  bushes 
of  approximately  100  varieties « 

The  Rose  Bowl  is  plain  architeQturally,  its  principal  e^teJlor  dl^corative 
feature  being  plain  colons  that  support  the  upper  tiers  of  a^ats  that  extend 
beyond  the  mounds  of  earth  on  which  the  lower  ones  rest  dieaetl^  It  measures 
880  feet  from  its  north  to  south  rim,  on  the  long  aKis  of  tba  ^lllps^  ^  Md  695 
feet  from  the  east  to  west  rim.  The  circraferenee  arouud  tbuim  is  2,430 
feet.  The  distance  around  the  grassy  area  enclosed  by  the  stidto  ±m  1,350 
feet  I  this  results  in  a  field  space  of  approKimately  79,15e  SdUifi  f^^c.  or  a 
little  less  than  2  acres 

The  present  seating  arrangement  features  77  rows  that  rise  in  tiers.  They  are 
arranged  one  above  another  at  slightly  increasing  intervals  ch^t  give  a  grace- 
ful and  genuine  "bowl-like"  curve  to  the  tiers  of  seats,  Cgie  Illustration 
showing  cross-sections*)  ^©n  Hunt,  the  ^chitect,  modeled  ch^i  festitta  after 
the  Yale  Bowl*^  ^i^^  relied  on  the  Yale  model  in  the  bagic  eon^ truction 

technique  used  to  erect  the  Rose  Bowl,  what  he  t^med  the  "cat  and  fiii**  tech- 
nique, digging  out  the  field  to  a  depth  of  25  feet  and  ujlng  the  excavated 
oaterlal  to  provide  fill  for  the  foundation  supports  of '  the  Wflki  of     seats. 3 

Access  to  the  field  for  athletes  is  provided  by  large  tunnela  (liidlng  fcom  the 
dressing  rooms)  at  the  corners*  Ingress  and  egress  for  sp^ct^cen  is  by  some 
30  tunnels  that  enter  the  field  between  the  principal  low^  mgid  uppMc  tiers. 
The  Rose  Bowl,  as  originally  constructed,  was  open  at  its  SQuch  mHo  permit  a 
full  220-yard  straightway  for  a  running  track  extending  b^^mi  thm  Bowl's 
confines.  In  that  configuration  it  had  only  about  57,000  saatg.  Iha  closing 
of  the  south  end,  in  time  for  the  1929  Rose  Bowl  Game  brougbt  thi  itr^micti^e* s 
capacity  to  76,000*  Further  enlargements  occurring  in  1932  aC  t'^nim.m  of  the 
Olympics  were  performed  by  Hunt|  they  brought  the  total  t©  mtly  84  000 
Changes  in  seating  in  194P  (101,000)  and  1971,  Including  the  riplacmMt  and 
rearrangement  of  the  existing  seats,  have  resulted  In  a  pres^ot^dsy  Ga&^city  of 
about  104,000.^ 

In  considering  the  historic  integrity  of  the  Rose  Bowl,  the  mHmtiom.m  to  its 
original  design  may  be  discounted  In  view  of  Hunt's  belief  tlii^  additional 
seating  along  the  sidelines  would  be  necessary,  and  that  he  In  f  ^ct  plaxmed  £  or 
their  Installation. 5  xhe  major  change,  fwthermore,  the  alo#lti|  of  ttia  south 
end,  took  place  in  1928,   only  6  years  after   construction*  hi  therefore 

besn  dignified  by  the  passage  of  time.  Except  for  that  chatig^j^hi  Bowl  has 
racained  Its   characteristic  form  and  its  key  structural  el^^uts  ate  intact. 
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National  R*0i#M?of  Mistoria  Places 

Thm  IdCerul  imeI^j  ^fiagtAtaC  oi  thm  l£»ae  Bowl  has  been  much  chaoged»  This 
It  m  praett^l  Qe^%g^t,fjf  UeAMsi  o£  use  and  the  wuther  aad  has  bmmn  aomaoa  la 
other  siadli^s*  pf^ipiet  t^ms  also  addressed  by  Himt  when  ha  aaknowladged 

the  use  of  s^l^p^^a^inC  aataf  ^^sls »  aalnly  woodp  in  the  original  seat  gqu^ 
struationi  eost         A«H  fa^t^r  »6 


FOOTHOTES 

1  H^b  Hiehelaiin  HewhSi-wsej  Rosa  Bowl  Football  since  1902  <Naw  Yorks 
Stain  and  tBy^  lif^^iPP. 

2  HF^on  Hunt,    '•^ha  ^iiidioa,   c^^lifornia,    Stadim,"    Amegioan  Arehiteet  128 
(10-20-1925)  >  p»  iH, 

3  Ibid^,  342* 

4  Hlehelson  and  H^Vb^Viii)^*  *  p.  281  Jan  Fway  HimtSs  "Tha  Rose  Bowl,"  in 
David  Gabt^d^  ^4^*  pM  Bu^t  ^  1868-19S2i    Tha  Saagoh  for  a  Regional 
Achitactiaa  C?*B#^WM*Itf©tettiai    ^xtar  A£%  Gallary,  telifornla 
Institute  of  l^eKuH^yi  l984)  „  pp.  67-68. 

5  Myton  Hunt^  "^th^  P^iadina  sta^^lim,"  California  Life  (Suimi^  1923)  ^  p*  18. 


6  Ibid. 
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1§0&^1S99 
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1S0^1S99 

3L.  190^ 


£r9si  if  ll|iiffl^«i*^ 

-  tgrigutture 
irehltHtur* 

.  irt 


•^^hveh       Justify  toieiv 
ceffifiiynlty  planfiing 
eefiM^Hfon 
•^onomlcs 
tdu§atloii 
tngindtiing 
,  •xplorttlofi  MttftfMnt 
.  Induttry 
.  Invtntlofi 


iiw 

iltiritura 

mllltiry 

mulls 

phlldiGphy 

pglltlei  governmtht 


i##€Hic  g«f»>    19|l|  1928;  19^ 


^2       BuiMef  ArclillTCt 


Jfyron  \Mt 


iQulpture 
social' 

humanitarian 
.  th#at«r 
^  transportation 
^  othsr  (spofify) 

_  Sports] 


thm  Bose  Bovi  le  ouCs  ^  eaQdlog  sigQlfleaace  la  the  flgld  of  r«crsdtis^^  as  the 
loQg^teria  8l£i  of  €^w2da8t  mnd  momt  ramomtd  poi£"Si§son  Mlleg^  ^Soocball 
"bowl''  gm%t  hild  aiieiujL  J.y  avw^  Nw  YMr'a  Pay  singi  1916 «  and  in  he  Rose 
Bowl  aiooe  iti  coapiati^^m  Im  1912  (asEoapc  for  ona  yiir  duriog  World  II). 
tha  Rosa  Bowl  is  al^o  ^£ha  outaCaodlng  astanc  hiatoric  sulfas taClof^  of  the 
civie  vork  ol  the  Paffad^Ba  tournaaenc  of  Eosea  AsaooUtiemi  thm  apoQs^r  -  of  tha 
oity's  fttsad  SQBual  Nav  Yaa^'a  My  flomr  fasttval  ind  parada  that  C^mtea  to 
1890  i  aad  ffos  vhieh  kW  ctadltion  of  tha  aaoMpaaylng  annual  bowl  g«^^^  aros€« 
Thla  llak  is  iyi^§ll£^d  ^^hmn  tha  gaaa  bagina  at  tha  goneluelon  of  th#  parada. 
In  addltlofi,  £hi  Rose  ^^vl  was  ooa  of  tha  venuaa  for  both  tha  193^  a^nd  1984 
Olyapla  Gaasfi 

HAatogy 

Tha  ooaatruaeioQ  of  tha  loaa  Bowl,  whioh  tha  Toiff assent  of  Posaa  ^^^^eiation 
praaaatad  to  £ht  alty  of  ^?aaadaiiap  waa  a  isajor  aeoMpliihssat  by  tha  aas^^^latlon, 
a  oivlo  gfoupopia  to  ail  Faaadara  eltlsana  i^o  wleh  to  parcloipata«  carried 
oa  tha  tradition  of  eha  ^.saoclation.  which  hmd  aarlitf  |lv@a  Touraatf^h^  Pwk  to 
tha  aity  and  was  iraiPoA^pibla  for  a  varlaty  of  oth^  oowiuaity  isp^^v^aiants. 


Tha  To^iineii£  of  i^s^a  mnd  tha  aoaoapanyliig  Rosa  Bowl  football  iwt^  ^  today 
witnaasad  by  aboul  z  Ul^Uon  In  paraoo  and  p^lups  100  aillloti  on  t^i^^viaioQ, 
had  aodaat  bilinnings  al^voat  oontMporanaous  with  the  aiiabiishaant  ^^ha  elty 
of  paaadaaa.  In  tha  l#t«^  1880a »  Chwlaa  Fradariok  Holder ,  a  looal  4#trf uralist 
and  author  p  sy||gsca4  to  ^ha  looal  Vallay  Hwt  Club  that  lha  elub  ^et^p^-.-mtm  Hew 
Yaar*a  pay  and  the  oMat  of  tha  manga  aaaaon  by  dacoratlng  thair  bu^gi^^s  with 
flowers  and  paridiag  In  tha  city.i  iuoh  a  spaetaelii  rasasbling  tb^  flower 
festival  of  HicBi  FtAnot^  appealad  to  tha  looal  oitiiiaryi  many  of  wh^^m  were 
refygaaa  from  the  flari^a  rmldweatwn  wint^a  of  tha  18801! 

Word  of  these  ansual  af |i^_^a »  conduatad  in  aunahina  and  baoka  of  f loi?^^^^  while 
most  of  the  Eait  ffia  shiw^-^ingp  naturally  intwaatad  and  tsatallged  ea^t.  ^nera* 
The  oitiaana  of  pasadass      quickly  mliaad  thair  value  lor  attra^tin^  tik  tourists 
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and  evin  In  drawing  year-round  resldentg.  The  feitlvalg  becama  more  elaborate 
and  varied^  and.  In  1895 ,  the  Tournament  of  Roaes  was  founded  to  take  ovarp 
from  the  Hunt  Club  ^  the  taik  of  managing  the  affair,  .  "Horsea  without  bt^gles" 
and  "horseless  buggies"  were  soon  added  ard  the  floats  were  divided  Into  com- 
petitive classes leading  to  the  notion  of  contest  Implied  In  the  vaguely 
medieval  expression  "Tournament  of  Roses*" 

It  required  but  a  short  leap  of  the  Imagination  to  add  sports  and  athletic 
aontests  to  eomplemant  the  "battle  of  the  flowers."  Burro,  pony,  and  foot 
races  were  the  first  such  events  and  varied  competitions  became  a  seml^permanent 
fixture  of  the  festival, 3  The  first  post-season  "Tournament  of  Roses"  football 
game  took  place  on  January  1,  1902 ,  when  the  Toiarnament  of  Roses  comffllttee 
Invited  the  teams  of  Michigan ,  the  national  co-champion,  and  Stanford*  (Mlehl- 
gan  triumphed  49-0,)  Ironically,  In  view  of  the  later  history  of  football  In 
the  Rose  Bowl,  the  local  fans  preferred  chariot  races  the  next  year  ^  and  they 
were  the  prime  post-parade  event  until  1916,^ 

In  that  year,  the  annual  football  series  began  when  Brown  was  beaten  by 
Washington  State,  14-0*  The  introduction  of  the  game  as  an  annual  event  came 
as  college  football  was  winning  a  heightened  measure  of  national  popularity  and 
developing  more  modern  techniques ,  including  the  forward  pass.  With  the  except 
tlon  of  two  years  at  the  end  of  World  War  I,  when  service  teams  competed  (Hare 
Island  Marines  19,  Camp  Lewis  ^my  7,  In  1918|  and  Great  Lakes  Navy  17,  Hare 
island  Marine's,  0,  in  1919),  and  1942,  when  the  game  was  held  at  Duke  because  of 
wartime  defense  consideratloris ,  the  Tournament,  of  Roses  Game  has  been  held 
annually.^  Since  1923 ,  the  first  year  the  . Rose  Bowl  was  available.  It  has 
been  held  there  and  acquired  the  popular  name  of  the  "Rose  Bowl  Game"|  previ- 
ously it  was  held  In  Tournament  Park*  The  game  Has  been  broadcast  on  coast- 
to^coast  radio  since  1927  and  on  national  teievlslon  since  1952 

Notable  teams  led  by  exceptional  coaches  have  been  the  general  rule  in  the  Rose 
Bowl,  The  "western"  team  is  the  one  that  has  won  the  season's  Pacific  Coast 
Conference  championship ;  the  "eastern"  team  at  first  was  a  leading  team  Invited 
by  the  "western"  team  from  anywhere  else  in  the  country,  but  since  1947  has 
been  the  winner  of  the  "Big  Ten."  Notable  early  contests  included i  the  game  of 
January  1,  1925,  between  Knute  Rockne's  celebrated  1924  Notre  Dame  team  that 
featured  the  "Four  Horsemen"  (Elmer  Leyden,  Harry  Stuhldreher,  Jon  Miller,  and 
Jim  Crowley)  in  the  backfleld  and  Glenn  ("Pop")  Warner's  Stanford  eleven,  fea- 
turing Ernie  Nevers,  In  which  Notre  Dame  capped  its  unbeaten  season  by  defeating 
Stanford  27-10  ™  a  game  In  which  NeverSj  nevertheless,  gained  more  yardage  than 
the  "Four  Horsemen"  combined;  those  in  1926,  1931,  1935,  and  1946 ^  in  which 
Alabamans  "Crimson  Tide,"  led  by  William  Wallace  Wade  in  the  first  two  cases 
and  Frank  W,  Thomas  In  the  latter,  captured  the  Roie  Bowl  (Johnny  Hack  Brown, 
of  Mabama,  starred  in  1926,  and  went  on  to  a  film  career,  as  did  Herman  telx 
[Bruce  Bennett]   of  Washington,  who  played  Tarzan)!   Georgia  Tech's  victory  over 
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California  8*^7  in  1929,  a  game  made  renowned  by  **teong~Wsy"  Roy  Risgels'  64-yard 
dash  to  within  6  Inches  of  his  own  California  goal|  Columbia's  stunning  upset 
of  Stanford  7-0  in  1934 ;  Howard  Jones'  five  triumphs  with  University  of  Southern 
California  t^a  (1930,  1932.  1933^  1939,  and  1940)-  and  the  1941  garae  In  whieh 
Clark  Shaughnessy's  Stanford  team,  featt^lng  the  "T  formation"  and  quarterback 
ftank  Albert,  defeated  Nebraska  by  a  score  of  21-13.^ 

Pasadena's  festlval--football  extravaganza  has  set  the  pattern  for  a  whole  array 
©£  aollege  and  professional  football  "bowl  games"  and  accompanying  pageantry 
with  parades  or  shows «  The  major  other  early  college  bowl  games,  with  their 
dates  of  initiation,  are  the  Orange  Bowl  (Miami,  FlaO(1933),  Sugar  Bowl  (New 
Orleaus)(193S) ,  Sun  Bowl  (El  Paso)(1936),  Cotton  Bowl  (Dallas) (1937) ,  and  the 
Gator  Bowl  (Jaeksonvllle,  Fla.)(1946) .8 

The  Townament  of  Roses  Parades  have  developed  a  tradicional  pactfarn,  featuring 
an  annual  theme.  For  myeh  of  their  history,  the  number  of  floats  has  been  lim- 
ited to  roughly  50,  ineludinf  usually  about  10  comer elal  floaCs  and  50  chat 
represent  coDmunities,  States,  or  countries,  ^ound  20  bands  are  invited  to 
mar  eh.  Although  the  nwi^ar  of  floats  is  limited,  each  is  usually  quite  elab-- 
orate,  typleally  bearing  between  100,000  and  250,000  blossoms*  Only  fresh-cut 
flow^s  are  permitted,  whleh  requires  the  preparation  of  Che  floats  in  a  frenzy 
of  activity  dicing  the  last  days  of  December.^ 

Following  the  pwadej  the  Rose  Bowl  Game  begins^  The  parade  follows  a  5-1/2- 
mile  route  from  the  traditional  point  of  beginning  at  the  Tournament  of  Roses 
House  (formerly  the  William  Iftrigley  Mansion),  along  teange  Grove  and  Colorado 
Boulevards.  After  the  parade,  the  floats  are  placed  on  display  at  Victory  Park 
at  Sierra  Madre  Boulevard  and  Faloma  Streets,  in  Che  eastern  part  of  the  aity.)i^ 

Qther  Sports 

The  Rose  Bowl's  renown,  while  imnortally  linked  to  college  championship  foot- 
ball, also  has  been  enhanced  by  other  spores  activities,  as  well  as  civic, 
cultural,  and  political  events  that  have  occurred  in  It.  These  have  Included 
three  "Superbowls"  of  professional  football  (1977,  1980,  and  1983),  the  eyellng 
events  of  the  1932  OiymplesH  and  some  of  the  soccer  events  of  the  1984 
Olympics.  In  recent  years,  the  Rose  Bowl  also  hosted  the  games  of  the  Aztecs 
professional  soccer  team,  and  is  now  in  its  third  season  as  the  home  of  the 
UCLA  football  team. 

Myron  Huntp  ^chitect  of  the  Rose  Bowl 

Along-time  resident  of  Pasadena  (1903-52),  Hunt  designed  Mny  structures  in 
Southern  California.  In  addition  to  the  Rose  Bowl,  they  included  the  Pasadena 
Public  Library,  in  the  city's  civic  center |    the  Huntington  ^t  Gallery;  the 
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Greek  cheaCsrs  at  Oecldencal  and  Pomona  Cellegasi  the  ^bassador  Hotal  In  Los  tegslesi 
Throdp  Hall«  thm  flrsc  building  of  the  Calif orala  Institute  of  Technology i  the  Los 
Angeles  County  Huseua  and  Arc  Galleryi  and  at  least  six  hospitals.  During  the  military 
erisls  beginning  in  1940,  ha  also  designed,  with  his  partner  C«  Chambers  /  eMplexes 
at  Camp  Fendletonp  Camp  Callan^  Camp  White »  and  Camp  Rosa€rans>12 

In  his  work  on  tha  Rose  Bowl,  Hunt  studied  elassieal  Greek  and  Rman  theaters  and 
stadiums 9  including  that  at  Pompeii,  as  well  as  eontemporary  examples »  ineludlng  the 
review  of  aerial  views,  of  stadiioBs  then  reeently  built  or  under  eonstruetion  in  the 
United  States#  As  a  result  of  his  study,  he  inoorporated  eertain  design  eiemeats 
eontrary  to  prevailing  fashion.  He  built  the  bowl  In  a  true  ellipse  and  plaeed  the 
athletes'  entranoes  to  the  field  at  the  eorners,  whieh  he  Judged  to  be  the  least 
desirable  locations  for  seats  from  the  speotators*  point  of  view.  He  also  deeided, 
on  the  pattern  of  Greek  theaters,  to  leave  the  southern  end  open  to  permit  breezes  to 
enter  the  f leld* ^3 

Conelusion 

The  Rose  Bowl  is  eertainly  of  the  first  rank  of  importance  in  the  history  of  American 
foa'^ball,  as  the  site  of  the  preeminent  (and  first)  of  the  post^season  aollegi4\te 
""bowl  games*"  In  addition,  it  merits  eonsideratlon  as  a  representative  of  the  work 
of  the  Tournment  of  Roses  Assooiation  and  its  festival*  Bmm  have  seen  in  the  Tour^" 
nament  of  Roses  and  other  California  festivals  that  developed  in  the  same  era  an 
attempt  to  amulate  the  aneient  Greeks. Whether  the  festival  and  related  games  were 
eonsciously  imitative  or  not,  they  have  acquired  m^or  slgnifieanca  in  themselves  and 
as  a  model  for  others. 

Other  sites  eonneetad  with  the  ^sociation  do  not  hava  as  intimate  relation  to  it  or 
do  not  meet  other  criteria.  Speeif ieally,  although  the  prasanc  Tournmant  of  Roses 
House  (fonaer  Wrigiey  Mansion}  has  bean  a  landmark  on  the  parade  route,  as  its  tradl* 
tional  starting  point,  it  has  bean  tha  headquarters  of  the  Assoeiation  only  since  it 
was  bequeathed  by  the  Wrigiey  family  in  1959.15  The  Holly  Straat  Livery  Stabla, 
although  it  was  ona  of  the  early  loeations  of  float  assembly  for  the  Rose  Paradas» 
does  not  have  a  high  maasura  of  Mstoric  integrity.  16  The  Tournament's  float  shelters 
near  the  Rosa  Bowl  in  Brooks ide  Park  ara  of  reeent  eons t ruction  and  modern  design. 


FOOTNOTES 

1    Nancy  Heyer,  Festivals  of  the  West  (Pasadena,  Califomiai    Ward  Ritchie 
Press^  19^3),  p.  11|  Robert  Meyer,  Jr.,  Fastivals  U.S.A.  and  Canada  (New 
York:     Ives  Washburn,  1967),  p.  104. 
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3  A  list  of  %hmmm  mvmntB  and  a  summary  of  information  on  all  the  Tournaments 
and  Rose  Bowl  Gsmmm  appears  as  an  appandlx  to  Herb  Mlohelson  and  Dave  New^ 
house.  Rose  Bowl  Football  since  1902  (New  Yorki  Stein  and  Day,  1977),  pp.' 
233-256* 

4  Robert  Meyer,  Jr.*  op^  cit» ,  p^  204. 

5  The  Great  Lakes  Navy  team  of  1919  was  espeelally  notable  in  the  development 
of  modem  prof essslonal  football.  It  included  George  Halas  (formerly  of  the 
University  of  Illinois  eollege  team),  who  In  1921  purchased  the  team  that 
the  next  year  hmaamm  the  Chicago  Bears  *  and  who  remained  a  key  figure  In  the 
sport  for  many  ye,irsj  as  well  as  John  ("Paddy")  Drlseollj  James  Conzelman* 
Eo^ett  Keefe,  Harold  Erickson,  and  others  who  were  to  be  among  the  first 
stars  of  the  National  Football  League.  Miehelson  and  Newhouse,  op.  elt* , 
pp.  3S-43|  Roger  L.  Treat,  ed.  *  Encyclopedia  of  Sports ,  3rd  rev.  id.  (New 
Yorki    A.S.  Barnes  and  Co*,  1963)*  pp*  406-407. 

6  Michelson  and  Newhouse,  op.  elt * ,  p.  21. 

7  Ibid* ,  passim. 

8  John  D,  MaCallum  and  Charles  H.  Pearson,  College  Football  U.S.A. ,  1869-1973 
(New  Yorki      Hall    of    Fame    Publishing    Company,     Inc.,    1973),    pp.  517-519. 

9  Nancy  Meyer,  op.  clt* ,  p*  12. 

10  Pasadena  Tournament  of  Roses  Association,  Inc.,  "Questions,  Questions  ~  and 
the  Answers  from  the  Pasadena  Tournament  of  Roses,"  pp#  1-4.  (Information 
Sheet.) 

11  Xth  Olymplade  Committee*..*  The  Games  of  the  Kth  Qlymplade*..  (Los  Angeles: 
Xth  Olymplade  Committee,  1933),  pp.  74,  303*  ~~ 

12  Obituary,  "Myron  Hunt,"  Ameriean  Institute  of  Arehltects  Journal,  18  (Oetober 
1952),  165-166.  ^  " 

13  Myron  Hunt,  "The  Pasadena  Stadium*"    California  Life  (Summer  1923),  pp.  14-18. 

14  Kevin  Starr,  Americans  and  the  California  Dream,  1850-1915  (Santa  Barbaras 
Peregrine  Smith,  1981),  pp.  379-380. 

15  Pasadena  Tournament  of  Roses  Association,  Inc.,  "Pasadena  Tournament  of  Roses 
Wrlgley  Gardens,"  pp.  1-6.  (Leaflet.) 

16  Stephen  B.  Barasch,  "National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Nomination  Form, 
Holly  Street  Livery  Stable,"  1979* 
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7.  Peseription 


Qonditien  Ghft^k  en*  Ch^sk  on* 

eMctllent  dttt rlerated      X  unaltered  K  ©riginal  site 

X  good   ruins  iltered  .  .  meyed  date 

 fair   unexpssed 

DMcrltoe  Itis  pr#ssnl  and  ariginal  (iff  known)  physical  appparanoo 


Yals  Bowl  la  a  great  oval  sCructure  of  rainforaad  concreCe  constructed  In  19 14.  It 

la  750^  wide  and  930'  long  at  its  extreme  points.  The  playing  field  Is  300*  x  500' 

from  face  to  faoe  on  the  Inner  walls.  The  Bowl  seats  apprOKimately  71,000  spac^ 
tatora. 

Interior 

Yala  Bowl  ia  positioned  ^th  ita  main  axia  facing  northwest^southeast ,  so  that  the 
sun  does  not  shine  directly  into  the  eyes  of  the  players.  Because  of  the  manner  of 
construction,  which  basically  Involved  digging  a  large  pit  and  mounding  the  excavated 
earth  around  it,  the  playing  field  is  27'  below  the  outside  grade,  and  the  top  row 
of  aeata  27'  above « 

Much  of  the  mass  of  the  structure  is  formed  by  the  earth  mound  that  was  thrown  up 
from  the  excavations.  Atop  the  ^nner  side  of  this  embankment,  reinforced  concrete 
was  applied  to  produce  a  continuous  ring  of  seats  set  on  the  gentle  slope  surround'^ 
ing  the  playing  field.  Thirty  reinforced  concrete  tunnels  cut  through  the  great 
mound  to  provide  access  to  the  seats.  The  tunnel  entrances  are  linked  by  very  plain 
retaining  walls. 

The  entrances  to  the  tunnels  are  decorated  by  severe  triangular  pediments  ovar 
arched  entrances ^  Visible  above  them  from  the  exterior  is  the  outer  edge  of  tha 
great  earthen  embanlmant,  which  remains  In  an  uncovered  atate,  except  for  grass 
and  small  trees  that  have  grown  upon  it. 

The  press  stands  on  the  southwest  edge  of  the  stadium,  between  Portals  14  and  17, 
remain  relatively  small  and  unobtrusive.  They  have  been  present  since  at  least  the 
i920s. 

The  principal  approach  to  the  Bowl  is  by  a  northbound  road  from  Derby  Avenue,  which 
intersects  the  southwest  quadrant  of  the  field  at  Gate  C.  Off  Derby  Avenue  ^  the 
road  passes  through  the  Walter  Camp  Mmorial  Gateway,  dedicated  in  1928,  which 
celebrates  Yale's  first  coach,  one  of  the  most  renowned  figures  in  football  history « 
and  an  individual  so  beloved  that  numerous  colleges  and  universities.  Including 
Yale's  traditional  football  foes,  contributed  to  Its  construction «  The  Camp  Gateway 
provides  an  Impressive  processional  approach  to  the  Bowl. 


Footnote 

iThe  vital  statistics  of  the  stadium  are  taken  from  an  Information  sheet  on  "Yale 
Bowl,"  supplied  by  the  Yale  Department  of  Athletics,  Fhysical  Education,  and 
Recreation. 
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SlalamMt  of  Significsnoo  (in  onm  pfiragrapH) 

Stmnayy 


RecrMtion 

Buildsr  Arehiloet  C^^lea  A.  F^^,  jtecMteet fttollege  Football 
Sp&rry  E^uieerif^  Go, ,  Stadim)^ 


The  Yale  Bowl,  a  id,dely  sdmlrad  and  Imitated  work  of  sports  archltseture ^  is  the 
seoond  oldest  aetlve  oollege  stadlina  In  the  United  States,  and  was  the  largest  at 
the  time  of  eonstruction.  It  is  slgnlf leant  on  that  aeeount  and  for  its  assoela- 
tions  with  Tale's  important  role  In  the  history  of  eollege  football. 

¥ale*s  early  influenee  in  college  football,  through  noted  player-eoach^of fieial 
Walter  Cmp,  extended  to  the  shaping  of  the  very  rules  of  the  grae,  and  embraeed  the 
tralnlog  of  coaches  who  earried  Cmp's  "System"  to  other  universities  and  colleges^ 
as  well  as  the  distinguished  record  massed  by  the  university's  terns  themselves. 

Even  beyond  these  highly  significant  events  and  influences,  the  history  of  the 
building  of  the  Vale  Bowl  provides  an  insight  Into  Yale's  theory  of  sports  as  an 
activity  vital  to  the  development  of  whole  Individuals,  a  modern-day  version  of  the 
Classical  mens  sana  in  corpora  sano  (healthy  mind  in  a  healthy  body). 

History 

The  discussions  that  preceded  the  erection  of  the  Yale  Bowl  resulted  in  its  building 
as  a  slngle-pu?rpose  facility. ^  This  debate  sheds  light  on  Yale's  philosophy  of 
education  and  is  similar  to  discusBlons  that  took  plaee  at  other  universities 
later  on    eoncernlng    the    issues    raised    by   the    prominence    of    football    at  them^ 

In  1913,  a  Yale  university  committee  was  given  a  mandate  to  provide  new  and 
Increased  athletic  facilities  to  guarantee  that  every  student  in  the  University 
would  have  ample  opportunity  for  healthful  exercise  and  recreation.  The  building 
of  the  Bowl,  intended  to  replace  the  wooden  stands  on  Yale  Field  (off  Derby  Avenue 
on  the  site  of  the  present  baseball  fields  across  from  the  Bowl),  was  only  one  part 
of  the  overall  plan.  It  was  initially  asstmed  that  the  Bowl  would  include  facili- 
ties for  several  sports  and  not  be  limited  to  football  alone,  which  wuld  mean  that 
it  would  stand  idle  about  ten  months  of  the  year.  Men  ti^  comlttee  announced 
that  no  other  sports  could  be  accomodated,  furious  debate  ensued. 

Advocates  of  track  and  field  were  especially  luelstent  that  a  220-/ard  straightaway 
be  provided,  and  produced  proposed  dfealgn  changes,  including  the  cutting  of  tunnels. 
The  issue  was  ultimately  resolved  by  placing  the  track  on  the  old  Yale  Field  site 
and  providing  facilities  for  other  sports  at  separate  locations. 
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8 
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Dasplta  the  debaca  at  Yale  befiora  cdQsCructlonp  the  Bowl  proved  an  Instant  sueeass 
and  was  qulakly  emulacada  The  acadlum's  dlsh^llka  shape  suggested  the  name 
"bowl^"  and  wss  especially  admired  because  It  provided  fine  vlem  for  the  spectacors 
from  almost  any  seac«  The  Rose  Bowl  (1922)  and  the  University  of  Hlohlgan  Scadliui 
(1927}  are  but  Cwo  of  ^he  major  facilities  that  owe  basic  elements  of  their  design 
and  construcCion  pattern  to  the  Yale  Bowl. 

Yale  did  not  build  what  was  then  the  largest  "stadium"  In  teerlca  to  capture  a 
place  in  the  college  football  world.  Yale  was.  In  fact,  the  pacesetter  In.  the 
game's  early  decades.^  Her  teams  had  a  well-established  record  that  went  back  to 
the  earliest  days  of  the  "Merlcan"  game,  when  Its  rules,  even  as  to  the  numbers  of 
players  on  the  respective  sides,  were  not  settled «  Primitive  versions  of  football 
played  by  Yale  students  created  such  a  stir  that  students  were  banned  from  playing 
Intramural  games  on  the  town  green  in  1858 # 

Yale  first  competed  in  intercollegiate  football  in  1872,  3  years  after  the  first 
Intercollegiate  game  between  Princeton  and  Rutgers.  The  followli^  year,  Yale  began 
playing  with  11  on  the  team,  thereafter  becoming  the  great  advocate  of  the  number 
that  eventually  became  standard  in  the  game. 

Walter  CMmp  (Yale,  1880) »  as  Yale's  advliory  coach  (1882-1910),  full  coach  (1888- 
92),  and  representative  on  Intercollegiate  rules  bodies »  was  a  preeminent  voice  in 
the  la^olutlon  of  the  game,  as  well  as  a  masterful  coach  for  the  Yale  team,  amassing 
a  67-2  record  in  the  1888^92  period*  Camp's  role  was  so  fundmental  that  he  has 
been  termed  the  "iyrchltect"  and  the  "Father"  of  American  Intercollegiate  football «^ 

Camp  served  on  or  advised  every  national  rules  committee  fvcm  the  time  he  was  a 
student'^player  In  1878  until  his  death  In  1925.  He  devised  or  succesfully  promoted 
the  scrimmage  line,  the  11-man  team,  signal  calling,  the  quarterback  position,  the 
fourth-dom  rulej  tackling  below  the  waist,  marking  of  the  playing  field  as  a 
"gridiron,"  and  the  numerical  scoring  system.  He  collaborated  In  the  selection  of 
the  first  Ml-Amerlcans  (1889)  and  was  thm  chief  arbiter  In  their  selection  until 
he  died. 

Cup's  accomplishments,  of  course,  and  those  of  the  distinguished  players  on  his 
Yale  terns ,  preceded  the  erection  of  Yale  Bowl •  But  their  successors  have  gained 
additional  laurels  within  its  precincts ,  and  alimnl  of  Yale  have  been  coaches  of 
exceptional  rank  at  other  colleges  and  universities.  Yale's  coaches  of  distinction 
since  Camp  have  included  Howard  H.  Jones  (1913)  and  his  brother  Thomas  A.D.  ("Tad") 
Jones  (1916,  1920-27),  who,  with  Camp,  are  In  the  select  fraternity  of  those  elected 
to  the  National  College  Football  Hall  of  Fame. 
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Howard  H*  Jodss  went  on  from  an  invlnelble  team  at  Yale  ±n  1909  to  equally  great 
suecase  as  the  eoach  of  Iowa  (IflS-'ZS)  and  the  University  of  Southern  California 
(1925^40)*  Along  with  Jones  ^  Yale  alumai  such  as  Amos  Alonzo  Staggs  the  long-time 
eoaah  at  the  University  of  Chicago  ( 1892-1932) j  and  Harry  WilliMSj  at  the  University 
of  Hitmesota^  the  originator  of  the  "Minnesota  shift,"  illustrate  Yale's  importance 
as  a  training  ground  for  eaacheis 

In  intercollegiate  competitions  Yale  has,  as  her  roots  would  suggest,  been  a  major 
force,  except  in  the  1930s  and  early  1940a.  Yale's  strength  was  especially  avid  nt 
in  the  early  days  of  the  sporty  when  the  Eastern  teams  were  the  leaders  as  well  as 
the  originators  of  the  gme,  and  sinee  the  mld--1950s *  In  the  Eastern  Intercollegiate, 
or  "Ivy  League,"  Yale  has  captured  the  conference  championship  19  times  (1900,  1902, 
190S(shared) ,  1909(shared) ,  1923(shared) ,  1927,  1946(shared) ,  1954(shared) ,  1956, 
I960,  1967,  1968  (shared),  1969(shared) ,  1974{shared) .  1976(shared) .  1977,  1979, 
1980,  and  1981  (shared) .4 

Iven  in  the  dlgmal  days  of  Yale  football  in  the  1930s,  however,  Clinton  "Clint" 
Frank j  tirice  an  Mi-American  halfback,  performed  "dramatic  deeds"  that  "made  him  the 
idol  of  young  fans  throughout  the  nation."  With  Frank  and  end  Larry  Kelley  (1934-36), 
who  was  brilliant  in  pass  catching,  the  tern  was  in  contention  in  1935-37,  though  It 
did  not  capture  the  conference  championship.^ 

Frank  and  Kelley  were  figures  of  such  eminence  that  they  have  been  elected  to  the 
College  Football  Hall  of  Fame,  along  with  12  other  Yale  teamiates,  more  than  any 
other  university.  Ho  history  of  early  football  could  be  written  without  them.  They 
include  (with  years  of  play) : 


Francis  ("Albie")  Booth  (1929-31) 

William  Corbin  (1886-88) 

W.W*  ("Pudge'*)  Heffelfinger  (1888-91) 

James  J.  Hogan  (1902-^04) 

John  Heed  Kilpatrick  (1908-10) 

Thomas  L.  Sheylln  (1903-05) 


tordon  F.  Brown  (1897-1900) 
Edward  H.  ("Ted")  Coy  (1907-09) 
Frank  A,  Hlnkey  (1891-94) 
Henry  Ketcham  (1911-13) 
William  Mallory  (1921-23) 
toos  Alonio  Stagg  (1885-89)^ 


Yale  alumni  also  have  reason  to  glory  in  the  way  their  tem  has  fared  in  the  most 
venerable  of  intercollegiate  rivalries,  "The  Game,"  that  with  Harvard,  which  began 
in  1875.  As  of  the  start  of  the  102th  game  In  the  series.  In  1985,  Yale  had  defeated 
Harvard  55  times,  while  Harvard  had  bested  Yale  only  38  times,  and  8  games  had  ended 
in  ties.  Yale  had  shut  out  Harvard  28  times,  while  Harvard  had  performed  the  same 
feat  on  Yale  only  18  times.  Perhaps  the  most  treasured  memory  to  the  "Ells"  is  the 
1957  game,  Yale  54,  Harvard  0.^ 


82 


112 


lip,  I&^tf-i4 


Ufliit^  StalM  Dspartment  off  th#  Interior 
NittofMl  Park  StnrlM 

National  Register  of  Historic  Plaees 
inventory-^NoitBlnatien  Form 


Tale- 8  fOQtball  htmtOTy  might  be  cemlnaced  hMS,  wlchout  noting  the  role  It  has 
playsd  la  shmplog  the  amreers  and  llvas  of  mmny  alwnl,  unknown  Co  Che  Hall  of 
Fne^  who  have  won  dlstlns^lan  In  other  fields  ■  One  example  maj  aervs  Co  lllus™ 
Crate  tha  pointy  idileh  Is  fundmancal  Co  Che  Yale  philosophy  of  spore «  Arehlbald 
KacLelsh^  in  a  Ifif  address  Co  Che  National  Football  Hall  of  Famej  "footry  —  and 
Foocbailt"  oredltsd  his  football  play  at  Tale  with  smoothing  the  way  to  his  appoinc- 
raant  as  Assistant  Seeretary  of  States  for  it  made  clear  to  doubting  Senacors  chat 
ha  was  a  well-rounded  individual,  an  achS.ete  as  well  as  a  poetp  Re  went  on  rhatori- 
eallyi 

What  is  thara  about  the  game  of  football—about  Ehe  mere  fact  of  having  played 
the  gasic  of  football-^which  pemltted  that  Senate  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
t4'  adjourn  in  peaeef  What  guarantae  does  football  offer  that  a  man  who  has 
played  the  game  whatever  else  he  may  do  or  be,  will  at  least  act  as  though  he 
ware  human? « « • 

Why  are  we  haunted  by  the  smell  of  torn  earth  and  winter  grass  and  the  taste 
of  time? 

1  think  I  Imow  and  1  chink  you  know  too.  There  arr  some  things  in  life  which 
have  a  poignance  which  does  not  belong  so  much  to  La^q  as  to  the  human  circum- 
stances which  surround  them  ~  to  the  fact  that  they  are  common  human  experi- 
ences —  experiences  in  common #d 


Foocnotes 

^This  account  of  the  debate  over  the  design  and  uses  of  the  Bowl  follows  that  by 
George  Vaill,  "This  was  almost  Yale  Arena,  and  the  event  you* re  watching  a  crew 
race,"  (Reprint  furnished  by  Yale  University  DepartTOnt  of  Athletics,  Physical 
Education,  and  Recreation*) 

^The  account  of  Yale  football  that  follows  consolidates  and  summarizes  material 
that  appears  in  John  Allen  Krout,  "tonals  of  'American  Sport,"  The  Pageant  of  America 
(New  Haven,  Yale  University  Press,  1929),  pp.  233-248|  John  D.  McCallum  and  Charles 
H.  Pearson,  College  Football  U.S.A.,  1869-1973  (Hew  Yorki  Hall  of  Fame  Publishing 
Company,  Inc*,  1973),  pp.  86-99^  19S-199|  The  College  Gme  (Indianapolis I  Bobbs- 
Marrill,  1974) »  pp.  22*  24*  SO,  52 1  and  Hubert  Sedgwick,  "25  Years  of  Football  in 
Yale  Bowl,"  Hew  Haven  Register >  Sunday,  November  19,  1939* 

Scrap's  career  in  sketched  in  McCallum  and  Pearson,  0£.  cit. ,  pp.  88-92 |  and  Krout » 
QP.  clt  # ,  pp*  238-248. 

^Keith  W.  JenniscH^"  ed.  "Footballj"  The  Concise  Encyclopedia  of  Sports  (New  Yorki 
Franklin  Watts,  lac.,  1970),  p.  450|  and  World  Mmanac,  1985,  p.  829. 
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^Herbert  Kmm^  The  Junior  Illustrated  Encyclopedia  of  Sports  (Indianapolis :  Bobbs- 
Merrill,  1970),  pp.  272^273,   ^   ' 

^Ibld . ,  pp,  301-309* 

^Yale  Univerilty  Department   of  Athletics,   Physical  Education,   and   Recreation  Down 
The  Field,  1985  Yale  Football  (New  Haven,   1985) ;   and  Yale  University  Sporte  InfoiSi^ 
Eion  Office,  The  GAm,  Football  Program,  November  19,  1983  (New  Haven,  1983)  paisim 
especially  pp.  8^9,   and  the   article   by  Thomas   G.    Bergin,    -Long  Live  The  Game," 
PP»  57=61, 

SMacLeish's  speech  is  reprinted  in  full  in  McCallum  and  Pearson,  op.  cit  oo  284-- 
287.    The  cited  portion  la  at  p.  286.  — ^  ' 
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Lots  6hi  ilp  mnd!  80 ,  as  indieated  on  attaahf.d  unlvefslcy  planaing  mapp  using  elCy 
taK  map  as  a  basep  Ineludlng  a  tract  bounded  hf  Chapel  Straat  on  the  north ,  Yala 
Avenue  on  the  sastp  Darby  Avenue  on  the  south ,  and  the  Irregular  lot  llnei^  traalng 
generally  northvest  to  Chapel  Street  ending  ^Ith  the  west  lot  line  of  Lot  il  at 
Chapel  Streetp  i.e.,  the  point  of  beginning.  This  traot  includes  the  Bowl^  its 
south  parking  lots,  and  the  Cup  Memorial  Gateway.  It  does  not  inalude  other 
athletio  facilities  on  the  block p  which  are  on  other  lots. 
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Set  instructions  in  How  to  CompMm  Nailonml  Rmglstmt  FormB 
Type  all  entries-complete  applicable  saetjons   
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.  structure 
site 
 object 
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county  Cook 
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racei^ 
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commercial 
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entertainment 
— ^  government 

Industrial 
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private  resident 
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scientific 
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other:  Recreation 
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Chicago  Park  Dlstrirl- 


street  4  number  425  East  McFetridg^  priyft 
city,  town        Chicago  ^ 


.  vicinity  of 


state 
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.  I^al 


ieposnary  for  survey  records  ChfcagQfjrkjj  strict  i^j5_East  Mcfatrldge  Drive 
sity.  town  Chicago 


91 


state 


Illinois.  60605 


123 


ERIC 


^MFMIfltitl 


National  Park  tervtea 

National  Roglstar  off  Historic  Places 
lnvantory--Nainlnation  Porm 

6,    Representation  in  axisting  surveys  (cont.) 
Title:    National  Riglster  of  Historic  Placai 
Data:    1983  State 

Depository  for  Survey  Regordsr  National  Register  of  Historic  Places 
City,  Town,    Washington  State:    DC  20013-7127 


92 


124 

EKLC 


?■  Pescriptlon 


ediidltlen  Oheck  one  Olisek  one 

—  ©XG«llent  deterierattd  .-.^  unaliertd  _  originii  §l!e 

good  _  ruins  altered  moved  date 

«  ffllr  ..^^  uneMposed 


eeserite  th#  presom  and  original  {iff  known)  physics 

fSarerwlJfthi^  n,""""f  tt"*'  °'  MuB.un  on  a  roughly  r.ctangular  tract  that  It 

Drl«      Th?  southbound  lan.o  of  Lak.  Show 

chouSh  t^.\  Jflf  ^^^^  utlllBM   the  proper   Greek  Doric   order.  eveS 

^         -  •"hie.otural  detail  are  of   relnforMd  concrete.     The  etadium 

of  che  »o«h.  °'  ^^"""^  "  ""''^  higher  than  that 

Soldier  Field  Is  1375'  k  350'.     It  drawe  dir.ct  ineplraelon  from  the  ancient  atadlum  fota. 
and  i8  U-Bh.p«d  in  plan.     If  «k1s  le  north/»outh  with  a  eemlclrcular  apendome.  or  cheat" 
f5,o-  \"-"'^"  ^"•"d^d  "  align  with  that  of  the  Field  Mu.«u».  waa  .eve  "d  in 

iorth  ?h^a"add"ltio°''i""H  !f  P'"*!  ^^''"^  headquarter.  Joined  to  the  .tadiuron  tj" 
north.  ThlB  addition  closed  the  north  end  of  the  fomerly  open  "U."  Fslabird  and  Roche,  the 
architect,  of  th«  scadlun.  also  d.slgn.d  the  Park  Diatrlct  Headquarter..  In  a  mSSrnistll 
mode  Chat  contrasca  sharply  with  the  Claaaic  featureB  of  Soldier  Field.  noaernlstlc 

The  exterior  of  Soldier  Field  ia  well  preierved.    At  the  theater,  or  south,  there  are  rhythalc 

f«rthrwall..""^ll"  T  '  ^*  "^-^  '  •^"Pl-  «d  is  -e%S 

from  ch.  wall  s  mlddl.  zona  by  an  unproflled  stringcourse.    There  are  two  rectangular  windows 

^oL  X'„?;?n-  antral  bay  wh.ra  th.te  is  a  doorway  with  a  Doric  surround!    The  Blddle 

chrwifl-^  »f         r.ctangular  window  p.r  bay  .Mcept  over  the  doorway.  Crownlil 

paraS      On  too  S.*  ?  unadorned  f rle.e  surmounted  by  a  blocky  unbalustradX 

K  the  parapet  are   three  evenly   spaced   plinths,    which   originally  supported 

fiSh^    r  standards.     These  h.v.  b.en  replaced  by  painted  steel  lnd"trlll 

light  P01.S.    Between  each  plinth,  straps  for  fl.gst.ffs  are  mounted  on  the  face  of  the 
h««  ^ach  elavacion  is  separated  from  the  others  by  single-bay  pavilions  punctuated  at  their 
bases  by  doorways  with  rectangular  windows   above.     On  top  of  each  pavilion  Is  a  Dedeslal 
complete  with  cornice,  dado,  and  base.    Th.se  now  support  Ch.  floodlights  that  h.vi  ?2placei 
the  original  ornate  bronze  standards.  tcpiaGea 

Because  Soldier  Field's  ground  level  is  higher  In  the  north,  the  exterior  walls  facing  east 
and  west  ,«re  d.liberat.ly  held  to  2  stories  high  so  as  not  to  overpower  the  FieS  L"*; 
facad.  to  Ch,  north.  Here  the  repeating  elevations  consist  of  four  bays  each  wTth  „uaM 
windows  over  recCangular  on„.  The  .l.vatlons  have  a  plain  base  nolding,  an  up»r^^fl 
matching  that  of  the  theater,  and  are  flanked  by  doorways  with  a  Doric  surround! 

The  most  distinctive  architectural  feature   of  Soldier  Field  is   the  pair  of  aysCyle  Doric 
colonnades,  aerially  perched  along  the  parallel  east  and  west  sides.    These  ate    in  efSct 
decoraclv.  curCaln  walls    that    serve   no   utilitarian    purpose.     Each   colonnal"'  flanked 
tetrastyle  temples     is  formed  by  a  double   row  of  32   columns.     The  Cemple ' s   central  InteS 
columnlaelon  is    dltrlglyphic.     This    grand   .nsembl.    rests    on   the    canonical    three  «™ 
visually  funcclonlng  as  the  entablature  for  the  wall  below.     I.ch  column.  32' -10-1/2 "hSS' 
has  tw.nty  flutes    a  proportion  of  li5-l/2,  and  Is  without  entasis.     Between  the  columnS  £e 
h«  a  «l^"„""  M.""  """-b^c'd  posts  punctuated  with  patera.    The  colonnade's  entablature 
??^>,?«  ^       .  mecopes   with  round  shields   surrounded  by  a  gulUoche .  Fl„d- 

lighcs  are  inserted  in  the  metopes  facing  the  playing  field.  On  the  f i*eld  s Ide  2-atorv 
•nclosed  press  and  box  seats  have  been  Installed.     They  mask  the  faces   of  both  colonnader' 
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The  pediments  originally  sported  snthemla  acroterla^  which  have  since  been  taken  dowa 
although  thelf  bases  remain*  A  staircase  on  Che  stadium -s  exterior  leads  up  from  the  ground 
to  each  temple«  On  the  Interior p  more  monumental  staircases »  now  obscured  by  seats  placed 
on  them,  lead  doim  toward  the  playing  field* 

Under  the  colonnades ,  the  exterior  walls  of  Soldier  Field  are  particularly  elaborate  compared 
to  the  other  elevations*  Set  forward  from  the  plane  of  the  colonnade  Is  a  l^story  base 
with  five  doorways*  There  are  rectangular  windows  aside  each  doorway,  a  wainscot  and  a 
denticulated  cornice*  Directly  underneath  the  colonnade  are  five  sets  of  three  recta^ular 
windows*  Each  temple  sits  on  a  lofty  projecting  pavilion  with  a  wainscot,  doorway , 
denticulated  string  course,  a  rectangular  window  with  pilasters  supporting  an  entablature, 
and,  across  the  top,  six  gorgon  shields* 

Soldlsr  Field's  Interior  has  been  substantially  modified*  Originally,  around  the  Interior 
face  of  the  U,  on  a  26°  slope,  were  open-air  benches  for  55,000  spectators*  An  additional 
45,000  t^porary  seats  could  be  provided  on  tiers  on  the  terraces,  above  the  theater  and 
sides,  and  across  the  tkorth  end  so  that  as  Mny  as  120,000  people  have  been  accomQOdated* 
Individual  seats  have  replaced  many  of  the  benches. 

The  seating  focuses  on  a  flat  field  at  one  time  surrounded  by  a  running  track «  Direct 
access  to  the  field  from  outside  Is  provided  at  four  locations*  There  are  44  gates  for 
spectators*  Because  the  field  currently  Is  set  up  for  foothall  games,  a  concrete  and  steel 
stand  has  been  recently  Installed  across  the  stadium's  mld^sectlon  to  Increase  vlslblllcy* 
The  details  of  the  stand's  construction  are  unsympathetic  to  the  stadlim's  historic  features* 
Seats  have  also  been  built  out  some  15  feet  Into  the  field  on  the  east,  south,  and  west 
sides*  The  scale  of  the  structure  Is  so  vast,  however,  that  the  open  space  seems  hardly 
reduced.  The  northern  portion  of  the  original  playing  field  Is  now  used  for  Park  Dlstrlcc 
employee  parking*    In  the  south  a  synthetic  turf  has  replaced  the  grass  lawn* 

Underneath  the  stadlim's  seating  are  125,000  square  feet  of  ancillary  spaces  on  three 
levels*  These  Include  ticket  wickets,  offices,  concessions,  dressing  rooms,  showers,  rest 
rooms  I  power  equipment  supply  rooms,  and  storage*  Notable  are  two  35-foot-hlgh  halls  with 
Ionic  colunms*  This  extensive  open  floor  space  was  envisioned  for  automobile,  livestock, 
dairy.  Industrial,  and  other  exhibitions*  Few  changes  have  been  made  In  these  ancillary 
areas,  although  new  exit  ramps,  elevators,  and  lighting  have  been  Installed* 


Footnote 

^The  description  given  here  Is  a  condensed  and  eidlted  version  of  that  In  Kevin  Earring 's 
nomination  of  Soldier  Field  to  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  (1983)* 
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other  (specify) 
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Sp#€lfic  d«t«s     1923-24 1  1939 


aittt^  ffj^l*  «l8ln«llF  c«ll.d  G«nt  Park  itadiua.  ha»  b..n  an  Impo.lng  prM.nee  on  the 
Chicago  lakefront  elnce  Ita  conpl.tion.l  D.diMt.d  ae  «  n.moirl.l  to  World  War  1  loldlera 
the  Btadlua  was  deslgn.d  to  embody  civic  prld.  and  to  be  ad.ptahl.  for  a  variety  of  public 
gath.Hngg  In  ItB  conception,  It  wa.  one  of  the  flr.t  multlpurpos.  Btadluas.  Sone  of  the 
f in  'he  .tadlua  are  well  known:  anaual  All-star  football  ganie. 
Afld  L   »Mi'„  ,  college  playerii  the  Army-Navy  Gam.  (1926)  [uaually 

in  Philadelphia] J  the  Twenty-eighth  International  luch.ristlc  Congre.e  (1926).  the 
Notrf  nS^"^  f*^K*°i  V  ^ Championship  boKlng  bout  (1927).  won  by  Ttmn.yi  aev.ral  renowned 
Notre  Dan.  football  games,  of  the  Rockne  era.  in  1927-30.  two  of  which  drew  the  largest 
crovrts  (more  than  120,000)  ever  to  witness  a  sport,  event  in  the  United  Staces.2  .nd 
special  cereBonles  for  "A  Century  of  Progress"  Exposition  (1933-34). 

Benignly  neglected  and  underutilised  in  the  1930s  and  1960b.  loldler  Field  waa  reborn  early 
Pield  °         Chicago  Bears  professional  football  team  moved  to  It  from  Wrigley 

Hlacory 

Soldier  Meld'e  proBlnent  lakefront  site  was  dedicated  to  athletic  activity  In  Daniel 
Burnhmand  Edward  H.  Bennett's  1909  plan  of  Chicago,  a  milestone  in  the  art  of  city 
ti«ffS*  J"^  the  entire  lakefront  of  the  city.     It  does  not  appear,  however. 

envlaioned  a  massive  stadium  at  the  site.    That  deeialon  fell  to  the  South  Park 
ComlBBloners ,  the  governBental  officials  who  had  charge  of  the  Bite. 3 

The  stadium's  ^Blte  was  formerly  a  ahoal  adjacent  to  the  InduBtrial  ahorellne  utilized  by 
^-J.f  i  *  Central  Railroad.  Between  1917  and  1924  excavated  construction  material, 
carried,  for  the  most  part,  from  the  Loop,  was  used  to  fill  the  site.  This  landfill  was 
provided  free  of  charge  by  the  Chicago  Tunnel  Company  whose  60-mile  system  laced  downtown . 
A  special  spur  line  was  built  eaBt  of  13th  Street  to  west  of  the  Field  MuBeum  where  a  large 
•haft  waa  sunk  and  two  elevators  were  InBtalled  to  bring  the  loaded  ears  to  the  Burface. 
TUB  cars  ware  then  towed  over  temporary  tracks  to  the  stadim  site.  This  landfill  was  a 
■mall  part    of    a   great    landfill    project,    never    completely    realized,    along    the  lake. 

^fi*^'.'*'*  '^w*,'*  1"^'*"  already  in  place  in  the  aprlng  of  1919  when  the  iouth  Park 
ComnlBBionerB  held  a  competition  for  the  stadium's  deBlgn.  The  guidelineB.  drafted  by  the 
1  nnn  °f  Che  American  Institute  of  Architects,  called  for  an  arena,  not  leaa  than 

1,000  feet  in  length  with  a  1/3-mile  running  track,  that  could  accommodate  proceBSlona. 
pageants,  military  maneuvers,  concerts .  outdoor  dramatics,  athletic  contests,  track  meeta 
horse  shorn,  fairs,  winter  iporta,  ice  carnivals,  bicycle  races,  etc. 
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eQfitiniBtiQn  ah— t  ttemmmto  8  g  

The  GommlssioaeEs  asked  six  major  architectural  flrmg  to  subalt  plans s  Edward  H.  Bennett, 
Coolidga  a  Hodgden,  Holablrd  and  Rochs,  Zachary  T.  Davis,  Jarvls  Hunt,  and  Marshall  &  Fqx. 
The  members  of  the  jury  were  notablei  Martin  A*  Ryersons  vice-president  of  the  Chicago  Art 
Instltutei  J*  Frank  Foster,  Superintendent  of  the  South  park  Systemi  Amos  Monzo  Stagg, 
director  of  athietlcs  at  the  University  of  Chlcago|  Richard  E.  ichmldt,  architect,  of 
Schmidt,  Garden  a  Martini  and  Pierce  toderson,  architect,  of  Graham,  Andersonp  Probst  and 
Wilte.  All  of  the  entrants,  eKcept  Holablrd  and  Roche,  who  submitted  a  U-shaped  design* 
drew  Inspiration  from  round  contemporary  collegiate  bowls,  especially  that  at  Yale  (1514). 
The  Yale  Bowl  had  been  proclaimed  the  largest  In  the  world  and  the  moat  perfect  place  for 
athletics  and  exhibitions* 

On  December  1,  1919,  Holablrd  and  Roche  were  named  the  winners.  In  the  written  statement 
that  accompanied  their  six  drairtngs,  the  firm  outlined  two  purposesi  the  proposed  stadium's 
design  was  to  complement  the  Field  Museum,  and  the  majority  of  permanent  seats  would  be 
concentrated  around  a  comparatively  small  area*  to  afford  the  greatest  number  the  best  view 
of  those  athletic  games  and  events  that  did  not  fill  the  stadltm  to  capacity.  The  plan 
also  provided  for  a  monumental  obelisk  above  the  theater  to  the  soldiers  of  World  War  I. 
This  grand  expression  and  other  elements  presented  In  the  winning  plan  were  never  carried 
out.  Specifically,  a  swlmlng  pool,  recreation  rooms,  and  a  gymnasium  under  the  seats  were 
proposed*  The  interior  arrangement  also  provided  for  shops  along  the  boulevard  to  the 
east.    None  of  these  were  built* 

Architecturally,  Soldier  Field classic  Revival  style  melds  Greek  forms  with  machine-age 
construction  technology  In  roi.^o  aed  concrete.  Soldier  Field's  ancestors  are  Greek, 
sculpted  Into  the  hillsides  at  nelphl,  Epldaurus,  Nemeai  Ol^pia,  Samothrace,  and  Rhodes, 
^ere  sacred  games  were  held  to  honor  the  gods*  Details  were  "carved"  from  reinforced 
concrete  known  as  Benedict  Stone.  Its  Doric  order  is  directly  borrowed  from  the  Propylaea 
by  toeslcles  (433  B.C.)  and  the  Parthenon  (438  B.C.)  by  Ictlnus  and  Calllcrates  In  Athens* 
(The  Parthenon's  columns  are  2'  taller  than  Soldier  Field's  and  have  the  same  proportions*) 
At  the  time  of  construction  Soldier  Field's  colonnades  were  probably  the  longest  In  the 
world. 

When  opened  to  the  public  In  1924,  Soldier  Field  was  among  the  largest  stadiras  In  the 
world,  and  it  has  housed  events  that  made  excellent  use  of  Its  great  capacity.  Although 
Soldier  Field  did  not  have  a  regular  long-term  tenant  until  the  Chicago  Bears  began  using 
it  In  1971,  it  did  serve  a  variety  of  events  and  purposes  in  addition  to  those  mentioned 
above*  These  Include;  the  College  All-Star  football  games i  two  other  service  academy 
gmesi  special  contests  between  the  Chicago  Bears  and  Cardinals  professional  football 
teams;  the  Chicago  Rockets,  a  short-lived  professional  football  team  (In  the  late  1940s) | 
and  the  annual  football  gmes  held  between  the  champion  public  and  parochial  high  schools 
of  Chicago .4  In  the  late  1930s  one  of  the  latter  games  drew  more  than  100,000  fans,  probably 
the  greatest  number  who  have  ever  witnessed  a  high  school  game. 
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tefitlnurtto  whmii  Item  mimber  8  Biga  3 

Over  the  long  term,  however.  Soldier  Field  has  proved  to  have  drawbacks  from  the  viewpoint 
of  design  utility,  ^e  exceptional  length  of  Its  parallel  east  and  west  sides  made  many 
events  diffleult  to  seep  leadlag  spectators  to  prefer  the  center  seats «  The  depth  of  the 
colonnades  made  it  Impractical  to  double^deck  the  stadium  in  those  portions ,  as  occurred  in 
many  other  stsdliras  and  ball  parks.  Wintertime  activities  were  limited  by  the  stadium's 
exposed  location  and  the  Infeaslblllty  of  roofing  it  over.^ 

At  present.  Soldier  field's  preservation  is  a  lively  Issue  In  Chicago.  Citizens ,  officials, 
and  architectural  experci  have  lined  up  on  opposing  sides »  Some  would  prefer  to  demolish 
It,  and  erect  a  new  facility  on  the  site  or  elsei^efe  in  the  mtropolitan  area.  Others 
would  like  to  dome  and  further  modify  It.    And  yet  others  would  prefer  to  see  It  "restored." 

Its  detractors  refer  to  it  frequently  as  a  "white  elephant*"^  Its  supporters  offer  such 
appraisals  as   the   following,    penned   In   1932,    as    evidence   of   Its    considerable  meaning i 

The  great  Stadium  Soldier  Field  has  been  built  as  was  the  Parthenon,  or  the 
Coliseum  of  Rome,  to  endure  through  the  ages«  Perpetuating  the  memory  of  Chicago's 
sons  who  made  the  supreme  sacrifice  In  the  World  War^  it  symbolizes  In  Its  classic 
architecture.  In  Its  beauty  and  its  strength,  the  youth  and  courage  and  the  will  to 
win  —  the  spirit  of  the  city's  young  manhood  of  1917.^ 


Footnotes 

lln  general,  this  significance  statement  follows  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places 
nomination  form  prepared  by  Kevin  Barring  in  1983.  However,  because  statements  by  Paul 
Sprague  and  Glen  Holt  (referenced  In  the  Bibliography)  that  opposed  the  property's  nomination 
to  the  National  Register  appear  to  raise  genuine  areas  of  concern,  substantial  modifications 
have  been  made  where  these  authorities  conflict.  Key  points  of  this  type  are  footnoted 
below  • 

2jerry  Brondfleld,  Rockne i  _The_CoaCih ,  The  ^gj^  The  Legend  (New  York:  Random  House,  1976)  * 
p.  198|  University  of  Notre  Dame  Sports  Information  Department,  Notre  Dame  1984  Football 
Guide  (Notre  Dame,  Indiana,  1984) ,  p.  208. 

^Glen  E.  Holt,  "Statement  Opposing  the  Nomination  of  Soldier  Field  to  the  National  Register 
of  Historic  Places,"  1983,  pp*  3^4,  cites  and  discusses  pertinent  sections  of  the  Burnham- 
Bennett  plan» 

^Ibid. ,  pp.  9,  11, 
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^Th^se  shorteemlngs  are  notad  at  length  In  Paul  Sprague,  "SCaCement  Opposing  the  Nomination 
of  Soldisr  Field  to  the  National  Reglataf  of  Hiatoric  Places 1983,  pp*  2=16,  and  in  Holt 
op.  eitt,  pp.  8-11,  13,  * 

^Holt,  o£*  QtZ*^  pp*  20-30,  provides  reeent  negative  press  commentary  from  Chicago  news- 
papers « 

^FrOT  a   1932   ChlcagQ   guidebook   cited  In  Harold         Haye?  and  Richard   C.   Wade.  ChicaRO 
Growth  of  a  Metropolis  (1969)^  p*  298.  — 
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nama/tni#  Jamas  H.  Charleton,  HIgtnFlan 


organiiatiQn  History  Division,  National  Park  Service      date  .^,^^y  ^^p^^  

stfaatl  number  1100  L  Street »  NW   teltphone    (202)  M2~R'\BB 

cHyortown       Washington  state         pc  20013^7127 


He  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  Cert  if  lea  t  Ion 


Hia  avaiuatad  slghificanee  of  this  property  within  the  state  Is: 
  _^  national  state  loeai 

As  the  designated  State  HIstorio  Rreservatlon  Qffioer  for  the  National  Histori€  Prestrvation  Aet  of  1966  (Public  Law  8i- 
Sii)»  I  hereby  nominate  this  property  for  inoluslon  in  the  National  Register  and  etrtify  that  It  has  been  evaluated 
aocording  to  the  orlteria  and  prooedyres  set  forth  by  the  National  Park  Servloe. 

State  Historio  Preservation  ©ffleer  signature   

title  date 


For  NPS  ysaoniy 

1  hereby  certify  that  this  property  is  Ineludtd  in  the  National  Register 

date 

KMpor  of  th9  Nattonai  Regteier 
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61  (January  1930),  "  — ^  

Robertaon,  D.  Greek  and  Roman  Architecture,     Cambridge,  Engiand:     Cambridge  Unlversltv 

Frees,  1971,  ~  e  ^ 

Serby,  Myron  W,     The  Stadlim,  a  Treatise  on  the  Design  of  Stadiums  and  their  Equipment. 
New  York I    American  Institute  of  Steel  Construction*  Inc*,  1930,   

Selected  Photogfraphs  Illystrating  the  Work  of  Holabird  a  Roche  Architects,  Ghlciso  1882-1925 
Ghleago,  1925,  ^  ^ —     —  —  ^ 

Spraguep  Paul  1,     "Statement  Opposing  Nomination  of  Soldier  Field  to  the  National  Register 
of  Hlstorie  Places*"    September  1983, 

"Stadium  for  Chicago  South  Park,"  The  Architect,  CIIIp  2672  (March  12  *  1920). 

Woodbury,  William  H,    Grandstand  and  Stadlim  Design,     New  York,  1947. 

Works  Projects  Administration*    Historical  Register  of  the  Twenty-^Two  Superseded  Park 
Districts,     Chicago,  1941*  ~  ~~   —     "  ~^  — "   '  "  - 


VERBAL  BOUNDARY 


The  nominated  property  occupies  that  tract  located  between  McFetridge  Boulevard  (on  the 
north),  Waldron  Drive  (on  the  south),  and  the  north  and  southbound  lanes  of  Lake  Shore  Drive 
between  the  first  two  streets.  The  Park  Administration  Building  does  not  contribute  to  the 
national  significance  of  the  property. 
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134 

o 

ERIC 


136 


ER|tl 37 


^fi^pSoi^Jer^Field  b  the 
"bolonnade  of  Soldi^  Field  and  the 
ist  comer  of  the  Park  Mmnistratijon 
L&ii^  (the  latter  in  tha  f or^round)  i 
James-  H*  Qiarlaton^  KatLonal  Park  Servicef 

|m985)  : 


149 


MPS  farm  I(»e9 


tip,  I5^«e4 


United  States  Department  of  the  Interier 
Natienal  Park  Servlee 

National  Ragistar  of  Historic  Places 
Invantory — Nomination  Form 

InstrtJStiens  In  How  to  Qemplmte  Nmtlonal  Reglstmr  Forms 
Typg  ail  entries-complete  appileabfe  iretlons 

1 .  Nama 


For  HPB  uu  ofity 
revived 
date  entered 


histerie 


University  of  Illinois  MemoS'ial  Stadiiam 


•nd'Qf  commdn 


2.  Location 


street  &  number 

on  Florida  Avenue,  beto^een  1st  and 

4th  Streete 

not  for  publication 

efty,  town 

Champaign                             vicinity  of 

state             Illinois                ^^^^          ^  eounty 

Champaign 

cede 

3<>  Olas 

sifioation 

Categdry 

 district 

^  btjildlng(s) 

_^  structure 
_  site 
 object 

ewnership  Status 

 K  pubile                     -  ^-  occupied 

. .     private                    .  ^  unoccupied 

...     beth   work  in  progress 

Publio  Aoquisition  Aooassibie 
...^  In  process                  ^    yes^  restricted 
_„  being  considered             yesi  unrestricted 

-  -  no 

Presont  Use 

 egricuiture 

 ^  commercial 

 ^  educational 

entertainment 

 government 

^  .  Industrial 

^  military 

museum 
 park 

 private  residence 

 religious 

 scientific 

 transpertation 

y  other:  Footbail 

4.  Ownar  of  Proparty 

staajLum 

nsme 

Dr*  Stanley  D,  Ikenberry 

street  &  number 

President,  Universitv  of  Illinsia 

cityi  town 

Champaign                     —  vicinity  of 

itate 

 illinoig — 6182Q 

5.  Location  of  Legal  Description 


courthouse,  registry  of  deeds,  etc.  Chmpalgn  County  Courthouse 


street  &  number 


Main  and  Broadway 


city,  town 


Urbana 


Stat©  Illinois 


Raprasantation  In  Existing  Survays 


title 


None 


has  this  property  been  dtttrmlned  illglbie?         yes     x  no 


date 


.  federal  -  state  county 


local 


depository  for  survey  records 


city,  town 
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state 
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7,  Pescriptlon 


Condition  €heck  ene  Cheek  one 

txeellent  ^.^deteriorated          unaltered  x  original  site 

 ^  good  .ruins  lX.  altered  .moved  date 

  fair  -„^-^  unexposed 


P«S€ribe  Ihd  present  and  originsl  (if  knownj  physical  appearance 


Illinois  Memorial  Stadium  Is  a  large,  partially  doubla^deckad ,  stadium  of  conerate 
and  brick  arectad  in  1921=24.  It  aaata  about  75,200  at  capaGity.  It  is  in  the 
shape  of  a  horsaahoe,  or  "U,"  with  tha  open  end  facing  north.  The  two  main  stands, 
with  double  decks,  run  north  and  south,  and  are  terminated  at  both  their  ends  by 
stairGase  towers  that  also  contain  some  rooms.  The  towers  are  clearly  discerned  as 
such  from  Inside  the  stadium,  but  from  its  east  and  west  exteriors  appear  to  be 
continuations  of  the  main  mass  of  the  elevations.  The  east  and  west  tiers  of 
stands  are  Joined  at  the  south  by  a  sinile  tier  of  bleachers,  approximately  the 
height  of  the  lower  decks  of  the  grandstands. 


Interior 


The  use  of  upper  decks  for  football  etadiums  w&s  the  obvious  solution  to  the  need 
to  concentrate  spectators  on  both  of  the  long  sides  of  the  playing  field ,  which  were 
then,  and  are  now,  the  most  desirable  seats  for  watching  football-  In  two  stadia 
built  in  the  early  1920s,  those  of  Ohio  State  and  the  University  of  Illinois,  upper 
deeks  were  part  of  the  original  designs,  with  the  result  that  the  numbers  of  desir- 
able seats  for  observing  football,  track,  and  similar  sporting  events  in  them  was 
eonsiderably  increased , 

The  stadium's  Interior  is,  with  the  exception  of  the  continuation  of  the  brick  and 
stone  decoration  of  the  staircase  towers  around  to  their  Inner  sides,  unadorned. 
The  seats  are  simple  concrete  benches.  The  upper  decks  project  over  the  lower  and 
are  of  such  si^e  and  position  that  they  are  s.at  forward  from  the  stadium's  outer 
walls,  but  not  visible  from  outside  it,  except  at  the  open  end. 

The  only  structural  alterations  of  note  on  the  interior  are  the  3-level  press  box 
atop  the  west  second  tier  of  grandstands,  and  the  placement  of  lights  atop  all  four 
stair  towers.  Both  alterations,  decidedly  unhistorlc  In  their  character,  are 
visible  from  outside  the  stadium,  although  their  effect  is  lessened  by  the  bulk  of 
the  structure,  A  2-story  office  building  will  nestle  around  the  base  of  the  north- 
east tower.     It  will  serve  football  staff i  it  was  under  construction  In  late  1985. 

The  sod  of  the  gridiron  has  been  replaced  by  astroturf,  which  was  replaced  again  in 
1983.  The  sod's  removal  occasioned  the  descent  of  a  horde  of  souvenir  hunters  onto 
the  field  to  retrieve  earth  that  "Red"  Grange  and  other  Illinois  greats  had  trod. 

In  inclement  weather,  the  stadium  can  be  covered  by  an  inflatable  dome. 
Exterior 

The  stadium's  east  and  west  exterior  facades  are  formed  by  long  masses  of  walls 
ended  by  projecting  pavilions  of  stone  that  join  the  north  and  south  stair  towers 
to  the  main  masses  of  both  faces.  On  the  first  level,  the  massive  character  of  the 
exterior  walls,  brick  on  this  level,  is  emphaslEed,  the  rhythm  of  Its  eight  regularly 
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spaesd  ground^floor  doorwaye  relating  directly  to  internal  clraulatlon  and  with 
three  doors  at  each  end  in  the  staircase  towers.  The  doors  under  the  arched  open- 
ings in  between  the  towers  open  into  subsidiary  passageways. 

On  the  second  levels  of  both  facades  there  are  long  eoionnades  of  paired  columns  p 
each  of  which  is  inscribed  with  the  name  of  a  son  of  Illinois  who  perished  in  World 
War  I.  The  colonnade  is  functional  as  well  as  decorative-  It  provides  an  interior 
passageway  at  the  sacond^deck  level.  The  mixture  of  brick  and  stone  not  only  pro- 
vides a  rich  colorful  wall  but  its  Classic  details  relate  the  stadium  to  nearby 
academic  buildings  erected  in  Georgian  style. 

Some  decorative  elements  of  the  east  and  west  faces  of  the  stadiimi  and  the  stair 
towers  are  continued  In  a  attenuated  form  on  the  exposed  north  and  south  faces  of 
the  stair  towers;  the  stone  belt  courses  continue  around  them,  as  do  the  plaques 
applied  near  the  roof  line.  The  great  colonnades  of  the  second  levels  are  echoed 
by  grouped  pilasters  to  both  sides  of  three  tall  windows  on  the  north  and  south 
faces  of  the  towers . 

Footnote 


J-Thls  description  owes  significant  elements  of  its  analysis  to  observations  made 
by  Paul  Sprague  in  his  "Statement  Opposing  Nomination  of  Soldier  Field  to  the 
Nationai  Register  of  Historic  Places"  (September  1983),  passim. 
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Byilder  Architect      Holabird  St  Roche 
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Signnary 


religion 
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sculpture 
social/ 

humanitarian 
=  theater 
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Other  (iptcify) 

 (callege  football 


Illinois  Hamorial  Stadium,  one  of  the  two  major  double-deck  college  stadiums  built 
in  the  early  1920s,  is  a  monument  to  one  of  the  greatest  football  coaches  of  that 
era—Robert  C'Bob")  Zuppke,  Illinois'  coach  from  1913  to  1942,  and  his  star  player 
Harold  ("Red")  Grange  ("The  Galloping  Ghost^^).  With  them,  the  University  of  Illinois 
earned  a  solid  niche  in  the  history  of  college  football. 

The  stadium  has  also  attracted  some  note  as  a  work  of  sports  architecture.  The 
utilitarian  character  of  its  Classically  inspired  features  has  been  especially 
admired -  ' 


History 

On  the  same  October  day  that  Notre  Dame  visited  the  Polo  Grounds  in  New  York 
and  unleashed  its  four  hprsemen  for  a  13-7  victory  over  powerful  Army,  a  swift 
170-pounder  from  Wheaton,  Illinois,  was  presiding  over  a  dazzling  christening 
ceremony  for  the  new  University  of  Illinois  Memorial  Stadium,  While  the  maize 
and  blue  Michigan  Wolverines  pursued  him  fruitlessly,  Red  Grange  bolted  95 
yards  with  the  opening  kickoff,  scored  thrice  more  before  the  game  was  12 
mlnuces  old  (on  runs  of  67,  56,  and  44  yards),  scored  again  in  the  second 
half,  and  threw  for  a  sixth  touchdown  to  conclude  the  one-man  show.  In  the 
39-14  romp.  Grange  rolled  up  402  yards .2 

Earlier  football  at  the  Unlverfity  of  Illinois  was  less  glorious.  The  University 
of  Illinois  ifas  one  of  the  founding  members  of  the  "Big  Ten"  (originally  Western) 
Footbal7.  Conference,  which  was  organized  in  1896  to  reform  abuses  then  prevalent  in 
Midwestern  football.  Until  Bob  Zuppke,  a  Wisconsin  graduate  who  never  made  the 
varsity  himself,  was  hired  in  1913,  although  Illinois  had  good  players  such  as 
George  Halas  (who  became  the  player^coach-owner  of  the  Chicago  Bears)  ,  her  best 
showing  ir*  the  conference  was  a  first  place  tie  with  Minnesota  in  1910.3 

In  1914,  Zuppke  »s  record  was  extraordinary i  the  team  won  every  game  and  the  national 
chmplonship.  Xn  succeeding  years,  he  became  renowned  as  a  master  of  football 
strategy,    A  contemporary  appraisal  of  his  role  still  bears  quoting i 

He  was  heralded  In  all  parts  of  the  country  as  one  of  the  greatest  students  of 
strategy  that  the  gridiron  game  had  produced.  His  admirers  pointed  to  his 
development  In  1906  of  the  screen  pass,  now  illegal,  his  use  of  the  guards  as 
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prot^etors  for  the  forward  passer j  htm  introduction  of  the  spiral  pass  from 
eantsr  to  baokfleld  In  order  to  speed  up  the  attack,  and  his  perfection  in 
1921  of  the  huddle  formation  for  calling  signals*  To  Coach  Zuppke  also  belongs 
the  credit  for  devising  many  strategems  which  have  Improved  both  offensive  and 
defensive  tactics.  Within  recent  years  few  coaches  have  had  so  pervasive  an 
influenee  upon  the  theory  and  practlee  of  the  game*^ 

Euppke^s  skills  paid  off*  Under  him,  Illinois  went  on  to  take  the  conference 
championship  in  1915  (shared) »  1918,  1919,  1923  (shared) j  1927,  and  1928,  He  had 
four  unbeaten  teams  and  three  national  chmplonships  to  his  credit* 

Zuppke 's  suecess  fed  the  desire  of  the  "Fighting  Illlnl"  fans  to  attend  home  games* 
Illinois  Field  (no  longer  extant),  the  old  playing  grounds,  became  woefully  Inade- 
quate* Zuppke *s  early  successes.  In  other  words,  can  be  said  to  have  led  directly 
to  the  erection  of  Illinois  Memorial  Stadiwa,  toong  the  players,  in  addition  to 
Grange,  the  star  in  1923-25,  who  helped  build  the  "Fighting  Illlnl"  legend  under 
Zuppke,  were  those  on  his  1914  team,  the  one  he  always  considered  his  best,  featuring 
George  ("Fotsy")  Clark  at  quarterback,  Harold  Fogue  at  halfback,  and  Ralph  (Slooey) 
Chapaan  at  guard,  ^d  there  were  others  through  the  years,  like  Perry  Graves,  Bart 
tocomber,  John  Depler,  Burt  Ingweraen,  Charles  (Chuck)  Carney,  Jim  McMlllen,  Bernle 
Shlvely,  Russ  Crane,  Robert  Reitseh,  Butch  Nowack,  Leroy  Wleti,  Lou  Gordon,  and  Jim 


After  Zuppke,  his  protege  Ray  Eliot  (1942-59)  captured  the  Big  Ten  titles  in  1946, 
1951,  and  1953,  The  1946  "Big  Ten"  title  win  was  much  appreciated  for  It  led  to 
a  Bose  Bowl  trliaaph  over  UCLA,  45-14*  Alex  Agase,  "the  wandering  guard,"  and  Buddy 
Young,  a  tiny  halfback,  were  perhaps  Eliot's  leading  stars.  In  1951,  the  team 
repeated  the  feat,  beating  Stanford  40=7*  Pete  Elliott,  the  next  coach,  replayed 
this  history  in  1963, 

In  the  late  i960s,  a  "slush=fund"  scandal  rocked  the  Illinois  team.  The  reforms 
required  eliminated  the  team  as  a  force  In  Big  Ten  football  for  some  years*  Not 
until  1983  did  Illinois  again  win  the  Big  Ten  title* 


1 Illinois  Memorial  Stadiiun's  merits  in  this  regard  are  expounded  on  id.th  clarity 
in  Paul  Sprague-s  "Statement  Opposing  Nomination  of  Soldier  Field  to  the  National 
Beglster  of  Historic  Places"  (September  1983),  passim,  Illinois  Memorial  Stadium 
Is  one  of  Sprague*s  principal  counterpoints  to  what  he  feels  is  the  gravely  flawed 
design  of  Soldier  Field. 

2The  College  Game  (Indianapolis s  Bobbs-Merrill ,  1974),  p,  129* 
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^Datm  in  this  paragraph  and  later  in  this  statement  on  the  performanee  ©f  the 
"Fighting  Illini"  are  taken  from  Mervin  D,  Hyman  and  Gordon  8,  White,  Jr.j  Big  Ten 
Football  (New  Yorki  Maemillan,  1977),  pp*  110-118,  and  160-171,  and  The  Collage 
Game,  op.  oit # ,  p.  129*  ^ 

^John  Allen  Krout ,  "tonals  of  toerican  Sport,'*  The  Pageant  of  America  (New  Haven i 
Yale  University  Press ,  1929)  ,  p .  251 .  - 


^This  list  of  Illinois* 
p.  112* 


most  noted  players  appears  in  Hyman  and  White,   ©£*  c^it,. 
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Verbal  boundary  iia as Hpt Ion  and  justification 

The  atadiuin  structure^  as  bounded  fay  adjoining  walkways  on  all  four  sides. 
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7.  Peseriptiort 


e«n4itlM  Cti*6k  an*  eiiaeli  on* 

A  aietMnt   dctarlerattd  „  unaltartd  _  .  original  sit* 

 good   .  ruira                  altarid  movsd  date 

fair  __  uncipoMd 


D«Mrfk«  lh«  praMnl  and  original  (If  hnownl  phyaleal  ■pp*arane* 

Summary 

The  Main  and  South  QuadrangleB  of  thn  UnlvarslCy  of  Notre  Dame  refleci:  the  orlalns 
and  purposes  of  tha  University's  Franch  founders  and  possess  the  disclnctive 
academical  vlllaia"  quality  that  has  become  charactarlBtlc  of  A2.«rican  higher 
educational  institutions.  1  Batween  the  University's  foundlna  lu  13^*2  an>'  '930  the 
two  quadrangles  developed  a  harmonious  reslmenelai -academic  anvlronmanL  meidlna 
compatible  architectural  styles,  and  remaining  relatlvaly  free  of  non- alstorlc 
Intrusions.  They  compose  the  portion  of  Che  campus  that  la  virtually  unchanged 
since  the  1920s.     The  Stadium  wis  completed  In  1930. 

ftfft**iu^  Implemantlng  a  plan  drawn   up  by  architect-prof assor  Francis   Kervlek  In 
LVdUt,  the  outline   of  the  east-west  and  north-south  axes  can  be  readily  seen  on  a 
map  or  In  an  aerial  view  of  the  campus.    The  north-south  axis  of  the  Main  Quadrangle 
as  the  terminus  o£  the  formal  tree-lined  grand  avenue  approach  to  the  University 
Is  particularly  striking.     Also  of  importance  In  the  campus  plan  Is  Che  arboretm 
on  the  Main.  Quadrangle ,  planted  by  Brother  Philip  Kunze  in  the  18808. 

HISTORIC  STRUCTURES 

Exclusive  of  the  Stadium,  the  University  of  Notre  Dame  Main  and  South  Quadrangles 
Historic  District  preserves  21  buUdings  built  between  1843  and  1930|  8  others 
from  the  1930s,  that  positively  support  the  ambience  of  the  dlstrlcti  4  late^ 
buildings  that  In  some  respects  break  the  styllacic  unity  of  the  dlstrletj  and  2 
relatively  obscure  structures  that  have  little  effect  on  the  historic  district  but 
are  Included  in  order  to  provide  a  rational  boundary.     All  the  buildings  are  in 

ORIOINiU,  BUILDING 

Old  College  (#13)  (1843) 

On  the  side  of  a  alight  hill  overlooking  St.  Mary's  Lake  is  the  "Old  College" 
building.  This  simple  vernacular  structure,  2  stories  on  the  uphill  aide  and  3 
stories  on  the  downhill  side.  Is  the  oldest  extant  In  the  district,  and  was  designed 
by  the  University's  founder.  Father  Edward  Sorln,  and  Brother  Francois  Patois.  It 
has  served  multiple  uses.  Initially,  It  housed  all  the  primary  functions  of  Che 
unlverslcyi  inseruction,  residence,  and  dining.  It  has  also  been  a  farmhouse  and 
a  bakery.^  Constructed  of  yellow  brick  made  from  local  marl  deposits.  Its  building 
material  set  a  precedent  that  was  maintained  In  most  later  construction. 

"THE  FRENCH  QUARTER" 

As  the  University  grew,  activities  were  Cransferred  to  other  buildings.     Two  scrue- 
tures,  which  now  serve  as  the  Freshman  Year  Building  and  the  Earth  Sciences  Building 
were  built  Just  west  of  the  presenc  Administration  Building.     They  originally  met 
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cne  naaofl  or  ctie  FajLjLgiQus  women  who  ^Eatlred  the  School phyalsai  ope^aEi^tfT  Iftd 
taught  tha  youngar  students.  Later,  In  conjuneclon  with  the  women's  buildings,  a 
residanQe  known  as  the  Presbytery,  for  priests  not  living  with  tha  students,  was 
eraeted* 

These  three  structures  ware  basleally  seen  as  aarvlce  buildings 1  situated  directly 
north  of  the  site  of  the  Main  (Adminiatration)  Bulldii^,  they  served  the  fimctiona 
that  took  place  in  the  Main  Quadrangle*  foiown  as  the  "French  Quarters**  these  three 
yellow  brick  buildlT^s,  with  their  near^ansard,  high  slate  roofs,  flat  facades j 
rounded"-arch  and  Gothic  windows ^  and  landscaped  gardens,  give  accurate  testimony  to 
tha  French  origins  of  the  University's  foundersi  with  the  Administration  Building 
and  Sacred  Heart  Church,  they  form  a  complementary  group* 

JFreshman  Year  Building  (Brownson  Hall)  (#34)  (1855) 

This  structure  is  2-1/2  stories  with  a  garret  and  encloses  a  garden  eourtyard. 
Father  Edward  Sorln  and  Brother  Franpols  Patois  were  the  architects. 

Earth  Scienees  Building  (former  Chapel)  (#77)  (1855) 

This  circular  1^1/2-story  structure,  with  a  heKagonal  slate  roof,  was  first  used  as 
a  chapal.  It  now  houses  offices,  display  spaces,  and  a  departmental  library.  Its 
architect  was  Brother  Francois  Fatois. 

Fresbytery  (#35)  (1869) 

The  Presbytery  Is  2-1/2  stories  with  a  garret.  It  has  rounded-arch  windows,  with  a 

delicate  wood,   rather  Victorian  balcony  on  the  front   and   a  portico   affixed  to  the 

rear*  William  Thomas  was  the  architect.  The  Fresbytery  has  housed  offices,  in 
addition  to  serving  as  a  priests'  residence. 

Administration  (Main)  Building  (#36)  (1879) 

The  present  structure  is  the  third  serving  the  same  function  on  this  site,  ^a  first 
Main  Building,  complated  in  1844,  took  over  functions  from  Old  Collega.  The  second, 
completed  in  1865,  burned  down  in  tha  spring  of  1879,  but  by  autumn  the  present 
building  (designed  by  Wllloughby  Edbrooke  In  what  he  called  "modern  Gothic*  style  but 
Is  perhaps  more  appropriately  termed  19th-century  eclectic)  was  complate  enough  to 
waleome  returning  students. 3  This  building  still  comands  its  central  location  and 
serves  as  a  landmark  for  miles  around.  Its  gilded  dome  a  widely  recognized  symbol  of 
the  University  of  Kotre  Dme*  While  student  residences,  dining  facilltias,  libraries, 
and  assorted  academic  functions  are  now  housed  In  separate  buildings,  portions  of  the 
Administration  Bulldii^  ara  still  used  for  classroom  space  as  well  as  administrative 
offices. 
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CQntinuatjeti  Itemnumb^        7  fage    3  ^ 

The  Admlnlat ration  Building  Is  a  yellow  brlek  4"-story  structure  with  a  serviceable 
attic  story  lit  by  gables.  It  has  a  slate  roof.  It  Is  a  curious^  eclectic  ass#m^ 
blaga  of  formal  Influences^  reminiseent  of  French  vernaeular  style  with  exuberant 
horseshoe  lintels  (some  of  painted  tin  and  others  of  stone)  over  the  windows^  that 
distinguish  it  from  the  generally  similar  buildings  around  it.  The  windows  have 
shallow  pointed  arches.  The  set-back  dome  and  its  supporting  structure  are  of  clear 
Renaissance  Revival  origins    There  Is  a  wooden  front  porch. 

The  Interior  Is  trioosed  with  dark  stained  wood  details  and  paneling.  The  dome  sits 
on  an  octagonal  base  with  balconies  ringing  the  rotunda  space  at  the  third  and  fourth 
levels  and  smaller  balcony  openings  on  the  fifth.  The  fifth  level  is  not  presently 
In  use.  Murals  by  the  19th^century  artist  Luigi  Gregorl^  celebrating  Columbus' 
discovery  of  toerlca^  cover  the  walls  of  the  main  entrance  hallway*  Another  Gregorl 
mural  of  allegorical  representations  of  Poetry^  Music^  Fame^  Science ^  History^ 
Philosophy^  and  Religion  Is  found  on  the  Inner  dome. 

Knute  Rockne's  office  as  coach  was  a  12'  x  12'  second^floor  room  at  the  rear  over- 
looking the  university  bakery.^ 

MAIN  QUADRANGLE  FLAN 

Defined  at  Its  north  end  by  the  present  Administration  Buildings  the  Main  Quadrangle 
was  consciously  developed  to  be  both  visually  and  functionally  balanced-  The 
administration  building  was  to  be  at  the  center  of  the  vista  when  approaching  the 
University  from  the  city  of  South  Bend. 

To  the  left  of  the  Administration  Building  Is  the  churchy  balanced  on  the  right  by 
Washington  Hall^  which  Includes  the  fine  arts  theatre*  South  of  the  latter  two 
structures  on  the  Main  Quadrangle  are  LaFortune  Student  Center  and  Sorln  Hall. 
These  early  beginnings  of  the  Main  Quadrangle  demonstrate  the  intentions  of  the 
19th-century  campus  plan.  All  the  functions  of  daily  livings  including  those  of 
spiritual  life^  were  to  be  on  the  west  of  the  quadrangle|  all  the  academic  buildings 
to  the  east. 

Sacred  Heart  Church  (#29)  (1871-88) 

Sacred  Heart  Churchy  designed  by  three  of  the  original  members  of  the  community 
(Fathers  Alexis  Granger  and  Edward  Sorln  and  Brother  Charles  Harding)^  is  a  fine 
example  of  a  French  Gothic  structure.  The  church  is  of  yellow  brick  id.th  a  slate 
roof.  The  windows^  buttressing^  doors ^  and  armatures  within  the  windows  are  direct 
revivals  of  the  French  Gothic  tradition.  Frescoes  by  Lulgl  Gregori  decorate  parts 
of  the  ceiling  and  walls.  The  stalned--gla8S  windows  were  crafted  In  LeManSj  France. 
Within  the  church  are  two  fine  pieces  of  sculpture  by  the  celebrated  Croatian 
artist^  Ivan  Mestrovic.  Revs.  Louis  DeSeille  and  Benjamin  Petite  who  headed  the 
mission  station  at  Notre  Dame  before  Father  Sorin  arrived  in  1842^  are  Interred  in 
the  crypt*    Knute  Rockne's  funeral  took  place  here  in  1931. ^ 
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Washington  Hall  (|S^44)  (1881) 


RashlngtQn  Halls  another  of  Willoughby  Edbrooke'a  daslgns,  is  yellow  brick j  has 
a  slate  roof,  and  is  3  stories.  It  is  very  eclectic  and  less  ''French'*  than  its 
neighbors.  It  is  basically  square  in  plan  with  a  central  tower  structure  leading 
into  a  foyer  and  lobby,  then  up  stairs  to  a  small  aemi-^clrcular  theacer*  The 
original  front  stairway  entrance  to  the  second  floor  has  been  removed. 

St.  Edward's  Hall  (#45)  (1882) 

St.  Edward's  Hall,  just  east  of  the  Administration  Building,  was  designed  by  commu- 
nity members  Father  Edward  Sorin  and  Brother  Charles  Harding  to  house  the  youngest 
group  of  students  at  the  University  —  the  "Minims  ^'^  aged  6  to  13.  The  French 
influence  is  obvious  in  this  4-story  yellow  brick  building  which  features  a  near- 
mansard,  steep  slate  roof  and  rounded-arch  windows.  It  was  renovated  In  1929  to 
serve  as  a  dormitory  for  collegiate-level  students. 

LaFortune  Student  Center  (#43)  (1883) 

LaFortunes  southeast  of  Washington  Hall  on  the  east  edge  of  the  Main  Quadrangle, 
was  designed  by  Willoughby  Edbrooke,  Originally  built  to  house  the  sciences,  It  is 
one  of  the  two  buildings  on  the  campus  with  definite  Neoclassical  elements.  Even 
with  Its  rounded  corners  and  front  columns,  it  maintains  elements  of  visual  compat- 
ibility with  neighboring  structures  through  Its  modified  mansard  roof ^  rounded-arch 
windows,  and  yellow  brick  construction* 

It  was  In  this  building  that  aerodynamics  pioneer  Albert  Zahm  tested  his  model 
flying  machines  in  the  188Qs,  and  In  its  chemistry  laboratories  Rev.  Julius 
Nleuwland^  C*S*C. ^  perfected  the  formula  for  synthetic  rubber.  As  an  undergraduate j 
Knute  Rockne  was  a  janitor  in  this  building  and  became  Nieuwland's  assistant  whll^ 
still  an  undergraduate  In  1912. 

LaFortune  Is  2-1/2  stories  with  a  slate  roof.  It  miKes  French  Medieval  with  some 
Classical  elements,  such  as  the  simplified  Ionic  columns  in  the  little  portico  and 
a  vaguely  Classic  cornice  with  a  dentil  course  below  the  soffit.  It  has  hemlcircular 
arch  windows  above  and  segmental  arch  windows  below,  with  exaggerated  buttressing 
Stones  flanking  the  arches*  Recent  remodeling  has  not  seriously  altered  the  exte- 
rior. (As  is  the  case  with  Washington  Hall,  the  entrance  into  the  second  story  has 
been  altered.     In  this  case,  the  entrance  was  kept.) 

The  interior  space  is  a  rather  Neoclassical  eclectic.  On  the  main  level  is  an 
enclosed  courtyard  that  Is  skylighted.  Balconies  project  out  into  It  on  the  upper 
level*  The  upper  level  also  contains  a  large  skylighted  ballroom  outfitted  In  a 
Classical  motif  with  columns,  moldings,  beams,  and  decorative  elements  rendered  in 
wood  and  painted. 
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Sorln  Hall  (#26)  (1889) 


Directly  west  across  the  quadrangle  from  LaFortune  Is  Sorln  Hall^  a  3-1/2-gCory 
yellow  brick  building  with  a  wooden  front  porch.  It  was  the  first  student  residence 
hall  on  the  campus  built  with  private  rooms p  Designed  by  Edbrooke  in  his  Gothic 
mode*  this  buildings  with  Its  rounded  turrets  and  high  steep  slate  roof^  represents 
vernacular  French  Medieval  "defensive"  archltecturet  It  marked  a  departure  from 
accepted  standards  of  open  "barracks"  living  quarters  for  students.  An  1897  addi^ 
tion  and  the  construction  of  a  front  porch  are  the  only  major  eKterlor  changes  to 
the  building-  The  windows  have  simple  squared  lintels  except  for  one  neat  row  of 
hemicircular  arches  in  the  central  portion  of  the  facade.  The  brickwork  in  the 
turrets  Is  nicely  articulated^  with  deep^set  panels. 

Knuce  Rockne  and  Gus  Dorals  shared  a  basement  room  in  Sorln  Hall  during  their 
freshman  year  at  Notre  Dame  (1910-11). 6  In  a  first-floor  room^  two  students^ 
Michael  and  John  Shea^  wrote  "The  Notre  Dame  Victory  March. 

LATER  DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  MAIN  AND  SOUTH  QUADRANGLES 

Corby^  Crowley^  and  Badln  Halls  (#27^  42^  and  18)^  all  designed  by  members  of  the 
community^  were  built  of  the  Indigenous  yellow  brick  and  display  near^mansard ^ 
steep  roofs.  They  were  (and  still  are)  functional  buildings-  Corby  is  a  residence 
hall^  Crowley  is  a  classroom  building ^   and  Badln  has  been  used  for  both  purposes. 

As  the  University  grew  In  physical  size  and  educational  stature ^  its  officials 
again  turned  to  "outside"  architects  for  design  plans.  William  T-  Brlnkman  drew  up 
the  plans  and  oversaw  the  construction  of  Walsh  Halli  a  residence  facility;  and 
Edward  Tilton  of  New  York  designed  Lemmonier  Library.  Walsh  Hall  was  consistent 
with  the  architectural  styles  present  on  the  campus.  Lemmonier  deviated  from  the 
previous  pattern- 

Corby  Hall  (//27)  (1893) 

Brother  Charles  Harding  was  the  architect  of  this  French  vernacular  structure^  named 
for  Notre  Dame's  president  Rev.  William  J.  Corby  (1866-72^  1877-81)^  noted  for  his 
role  as  a  Civil  War  Union  chaplain  for  the  Army  of  the  Potomac's  Irish  brigade. 
Just  west  of  the  churchy  It  is  yellow  brick  with  a  high  gable  steep  near-mansard 
roof  combined  with  hipped  roofs.  It  is  3  stories  plus  garret  in  fronts  4  stories 
in  the  rear^  and  has  a  wooden  attached  front  porch-  Some  stone  lintels  are  in  the 
shape  of  little  gables;  others  mimic  the  shape  of  brick,  A  somewhat  later  addition 
to  the  rears,  also  reminiscent  of  the  French  vernacular^  adds  other  elements i 
hemicircular  arches  are  over  openings  in  the  central  part  of  the  addition  with 
segmental  arches  on  flanking  wings. 
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Crowley  Hall  of  Muelc  (#42)  (1893) 

Brocher  Charles  Harding  and  Rev*  John  Eahm  were  the  architects.  On  the  east  edge 
of  the  Main  Quadrangle^  Crowley  is  2  storiei  with  a  slate  roof.  It  is  a  slmpie 
rectangular  building  with  Renaissance  proportions^  also  utilizing  yellow  brick. 
Its  detail  is  similar  to  the  more  Victorian  buildings  near  it.  Here  the  ^^ndow 
openings  take  up  a  larger  area  of  the  wall  with  glazing  in  the  large  arches  of  the 
upper  windows.     The  cornice  with  dentil  course  is  classically  derived* 

Badin  Hall  (#18)  (1897) 

Brother  Columkille  Fitzgerald  was  the  architect.  This  simple  H  structure,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  South  Quadrangle,  la  yellow  brick^  3  stories  plus  garret,  and  has 
a  slate  roof.  The  flanking  elements,  added  in  1917,  have  steep  roofs  above  Glasaical 
cornices,  but  the  general  feeling  and  proportions  are  consistent  with  the  French 
Medieval  style  that  prevails  around  it. 

Band  Building  (#86)  (1898) 

The  Band  Building,  just  behind  Washington  Hall,  is  a  little  2-story  vernacular 
building  of  the  same  yellow  brick  used  in  the  larger  buildings  around  it.  It  has 
evenly  spaced  windows  with  low  segmented  arches,  the  simplest  sort  found  on  this 
part  of  the  campus.     It  has  a  flat  roof.     The  architect  is  unknown. 

Lor  Chapel  (#12)  (1906) 

The  only  reconstructed  building  of  historical  Interest  on  the  campus  is  the  Log 
Chapel,  just  southwest  of  Old  College.  Built  by  an  ex-slave  who  still  knew  the 
art  of  constructing  log  cabins,  this  1^1/2-story  cedar  chapel  (40'  x  24')  is  made 
of  hand-hewn  timber.  It  conforms  to  plans  drawn  from  the  reminiscences  of  original 
community  members  of  a  cabin,  Notre  Dame's  first  structure,  which  stood  on  thissite 
when  8orln  and  his  Brothers  first  arrived  in  1842.  Rev.  Stephen  T.  Badin,  who 
began  the  mission  station  at  Notre  Dame  in  the  original  log  cabin  in  1831,  is 
buried  beneath  the  chapel* 

Knute  Rockne,  who  was  raised  a  Lutheran,  was  baptized  a  Catholic  In  the  chapel  on 
November  20,  1925,  the  day  before  the  Northwestern  game. 8 

Walsh  Hall  (#25)  (1909) 

Walsh,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Main  Quadrangle,  is  a  long  building  of  yellow  brick- 
it  is  3=1/2  stories  with  a  garret  and  has  a  high  gable  slate  roof  with  pointed  and 
arched  gables.      It    is    compatible    with    the    surrounding    French-style  buildings. 
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Arehltecture  Building  (Lemmonler  Library  until  1963)  (#14)  (1917) 


Tha  ArGhlteGture  Building^  overlooking  St,  Mary's  Lake  and  Old  College^  is  a  very 
eareful  building  that  marks  a  response  to  the  Renaissance  Revival  of  the  early  20th 
century  associated  with  BeauK  Arts  Classicism.  Of  Indiana  limestone^  It  la  3 
stories  vdth  an  Intermediate  roegzanlne  level.  It  features  a  low-^pltched  green  tile 
roof.  It  has  a  triumphal  arch  entrance  and  a  grand  flight  of  eKterlor  atalrsi  the 
stairs  are  flanked  by  large  lamps  on  copper  tripods.  Its  ^ilLiple  columns  have  Ionic 
capitals*  The  building  Is  unified  by  a  continuous  cornice  with  a  dentil  course  and 
egg-and-dart  molding  below  that.     The  windows  feature  rounded  arches. 

Inside  there  is  a  large  oval  foyer  and  high  skylighted  room  beyond^  currently  used 
as  a  display  gallery.  The  public  spaces  maintain  the  Classical  motif  throughout  in 
moldings^  panels^  and  engaged  columns  and  pilasters  with  appropriate  capitals  and 
bases. 

"COLLEGIATE  GOTHIC"  ADDITIONS  TO  THE  SOUTH  QUADMNGLE 

Four  other  Gothic  Revival  buildings  essentially  completed  the  quadrangles.  Three 
of  them  (Howard^  Morrlssey^  and  Lyons  Halls)  form  a  grouping  of  student  residence 
halls  designed  In  1924-25  by  two  members  of  the  Notre  Dame  faculty^  Francis  Itervlck 
and  Vincent  Fagan^  In  ^'Collegiate  Gothic"  style*  The  architects  utilised  a  compat- 
ible buff  brick  and  gabled  slate  roofs  ^  and  formed  a  secluded  courtyard  between 
them.  The  fourth  building  In  this  style  Is^  without  question^  the  finest  Gothic 
Revival  building  on  the  South  Quadrangle  ~  Ralph  Adams  Gram's  South  Dining  Hall 
(1927).  ^ 

Howard  Hall  ((nS)  (1924) 

Howard  Hall   Is   yellow  brick  with  a  elate   roof   and  gables  and  is   3  stories  plus 
garret*     It  also  has  a  projecting  bay  of  stone* 

Horrlssey  Hall  (#10)  (1925) 

Morrlssey  Hall  la  yellow  brick  with  a  slate  roof;  it  has  4  stories  plus  garret. 
Copper-paneled  bays  project  from  the  facade  on  the  upper  stories.  The  copper 
has  weathered  to  the  color  of  the  slate  roof.  There  is  an  English  Gothic  squared 
tower  In  the  center  of  the  building. 

Lyons  Hall  (#8)  (1925) 

This  4-story  building  is  yellow  brick  and  has  a  steep  gable  slate  roof.  It  Is  late 
French  Medieval  in  style.  It  features  an  arched  gateway  leading  out  onto  a  viewing 
porch  and  pathways  to  the  lake* 
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South  Dining  Hall  (#17)  (1927) 

Cram,  with  Karvick  and  Fagan  aarving  as  associate  architects,  daBlaned  this  2-stor 
etructura  in  Enilish-vennlllon  brick  trimmed  with  Indiana  limastone.  Architecturally 
It  la  probably  the  most  significant  individual  building  on  the  campus  and  has  fin, 
interior  spaces,  which,  through  the  ganeroui  use  of  dark  oak  on  tlie  walls  and  hlgl 
vaulted  callings,  very  successfully  recreate  the  atmosphere  of  a  medieval  guildhall 
There  are  high  leaded-glass  windows  facing  north  In  the  two  large  student  dining  halli 
to  either  side  of  the  structure  and  In  the  faculty  dining  hall  which  sits  between  them 
and  excellent  exposed  groin  vaults  and  Gothic  arches  on  the  interior.  The  faculty 
dining  hall  has  large  Gothic  hammer  trusses  Bupportlng  a  high  pitched  roof  clad  witJ 
Gothic  oak  panallng.  Murals,  executed  by  the  Hungarian  artist  Augustin  Pall,  line  thi 
interior  cafetarla  walls.  The  condition  of  interior  woodwork  and  all  masonry,  as  walJ 
as  the  slate  gable  roof,  is  excellent. 

Stadium  (1930)9 

Notre  Dame's  stadium,  '■the  house  that  Rockne  built,"  was  completed  In  1930.  It  was 
constructed  by  the  Osborn  Ingineatlng  firm  of  Cleveland,  and  generally  patterned,  on  a 
smaller  scale,  after  the  stadium  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  The  structure  li  670' 
on  Its  north-south  (principal)  axis  and  480 <  on  the  east-wast  axis.  Its  walls  rise  to 
*a  .  Its  concrete  core  is  faced  with  dull  red  Belden  brick  and  decorated  with  white 
limestone  trim  that  Is  simple  and  and  sat  In  a  regular  pattern. 

The  exterior  features  of  the  stadium  are  highly  symmetrical,  except  on  the  west  where  a 
5-bay  central  section  rises  to  4  stories.  The  exterior  features  square  openings  on  the 
first  level,  some  of  which  are  bllndj  the  second  level  Is  composed  of  triple-arched 
open  arcades,  at  regular  Intarvals,  that  completely  ring  the  stadium.  Three  massive 
doors,  the  frameworks  of  which  are  trimmed  with  limestone,  fill  the  three  central  bays 
of  the  elevated  western  section.  The  press  box,  which  is  barely  visible  from  outside 
the  stadium,  tops  out  the  raised  section  at  60'. 

At  Intervals  around  the  stadium  18  gates  are  positioned  on  the  ground  level.  These 
offer  easy  access  to  the  Interior,  where  they  lead  onto  the  field  part  way  up  the 
stands.     The  seating  capacity  is  59,074,  j  f 

The  original  sod  of  Cartlar  Field,  venerated  because  Notre  Dame  did  not  lose  a  home 
game  there  in  23  years,  was  moved  to  the  stadium's  field.  The  1930  Naval  Aeademy  team 
lost  the  dedication  game  26=2,  to  Rockne 's  last,  and  his  second  straight  national 
cnampionsnip ^  teamc 

Except  for  changes  to  the  press  box  and  minor  upkeep,  Che  key  features  of  the  stadium 
are  Intact  from  1930, 
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LATER  ADDITIONS 

Supporting  scruecures  bullc  In  the  1930s  chat  concribute  to  the  general  ambience  of 
the  two  quadrangles  include  the  Law  School ^  the  Knights  of  Columbua  Council  Halls 
Dillon  Halls  AlTOni  Halls  Hurley  College  of  Business  Administrations  the  Cushing 
Hall  of  Engineerings  and  the  Student  InfirMry  (#37,  85,  20,  23,  41,  40j  and  46)* 
All  were  built  of  buff  brick  in  Collegiate  Gothic  styles  in  several  cases  complete 
with  towers s  f leches ,  statues ,  and  gargoyles.  The  Rockne  Memorial  athletic  complex 
(//6)  made  use  of  the  light  brick  as  well  as  certain  Gothic  features. 


Law  School  (#37)  (1930) 


Maginnis  and  Walsh  were  the  architects  of  this  3^stQry  building  with  a  high  gable 
slate  roof.  The  Law  School  reflects  the  Collegiate  Gothic  tradition  with  a 
decidedly  French ,  rather  than  the  usual  English,  flavor,  notably  by  including 
more  curvilinear  elements  in  the  windows.  The  interior  main  library  area  has 
been  sensitively  remodeled  and  remains  a  fine  interior  space.  It  has  a  high 
barrel^vaulted  ceiling  and  generous  west-^facing  windows  lighting  the  interior. 
A  me^^anine  balcony  punctuates  the  library  space*  The  almost  obligatory  Gothic 
stacuary  on  the  exterior  fittingly  includes  Sir  Thomas  More- 

Knights  of  Columbus  Council  Hall  (#85)  (1931) 

Also  by  Maginnis  and  Walsh,  this  Norman^style  Gothic  building,  directly  south  of 
Walsh  Halls  is  !•  story  and  has  a  gable  slate  roof.  Its  heavy  portico  provides  a 
distinctive  covered  space  at  the  edge  of  the  southwest  intersection  of  the 
quadrangles* 


Dillon  Hall  (#20)  (1931) 


Maginnis  and  Walsh  designed  both  Dllion  and  Its  companions  Alumni  Halls  which  is 
the  eastern  of  the  two.  Both  are  student  residences.  Together  with  Alumni  Hall, 
it  encloses  a  fine  courtyard  space  with  identical  elements  on  the  two  buildings' 
facing  elevations  so  as  to  form  a  gateway  to  the  courtyard  and,  from  the  courtyard, 
a  gateway  to  the  South  Quadrangle.  Dillon  Is  3  stories  with  a  high  gable  slate 
roof. 

Alumni  Hall  (#23)  (1931) 

This  building  Is  3  stories  with  a  steep  slate  roof*  Its  statuary  includes  nicely 
carved  details  of  students  and  saints* 

Hurley  College  of  Business  Administration  (/Ml)  (1932) 

Grahams  Andersons  Probsts  and  White  of  Chicago  designed  Hurley,  at  the  southeast 
Intersection  of  the  quadrangles.  It  Is  2  stories  and  has  a  flat  roof»  Its  Col^ 
legiate  Goth^.c  style  reflects  English  influence,  particularly  in  the  perpendicular 
windows. 
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Cushlng  Hall  of  Engineering  (M)  (1933) 


Campus  architects  Francis  Kervlck  and  Vincent  Pagan  designed  Cushlng  Hall,  It  Is  3 
stories  and  has  a  flat  roof*  Like  the  Law  School ^  just  to  its  wesc^  It  reflects 
French  Influence* 

Student  Infirmary  (/M6)  (1934) 

Maglnnls  and  Walsh  planned  this  3^story  building  with  a  high  gable  slate  roof. 
Just  north  of  St-  Edward's  Hall^  It  is  the  only  example  within  the  district  of  the 
Gothic  Revival  built  to  the  north  of  the  Main  Quadrangle.  This  structure  nicely 
reflects  the  French  Gothic^  complementing  the  decidedly  French  architecture  lerae- 
dlately  to  the  south  of  it. 


Rockne  Hemorlal  (#6)  (1938) 

Maurice  Carroll  and  Chester  E.  Dean  were  the  architects  of  the  Rockne  Memorial. 
The  S'-story  buff  brick  building  has  a  flat  roof  that  suggests  Gothic  Influences. 
Its  deep  loggia  terminates  the  west  end  of  the  long  South  Quadrangle,  The  Rockne 
Memorial  was  built  to  honor  Rockne  and  to  house  the  growing  athletic  programs  of  the 
University,  It  contains  a  swimming  pool^  handball  and  squash  eourtSi  a  solarium^ 
basketball  gyms,  the  golf  shop,  and  various  athletic  offices.  The  foyer  contains 
numerous  artifacts  of  Rockne  and  his  teams, 10 


INTRUSIONS 

Although  the  most  recent  addition  to  the  historic  district^  the  business  school's 
2-story  Hayes-Healy  Center  (#88),  designed  by  Graham,  Anderson,  Probst,  and  White  In 
1968,  has  been  termed  "an  eKtremely  successful  and  harmonious  use  of  the  Gothic  In  a 
contemporary  mode,"li  it  Is  generally  modern  in  appearance.  In  Fisher  and  Pangborn 
residence  halls  and  the  Hamraes  Notre  Dame  Bookstores  (#9,  7,  and  19),  general  visual 
compatibility  was  sought  through  the  use  of  buff  brick,  but  the  architectural  designs 
other^se  break  the  stylistic  pattern  of  the  campus.  Cf  little  or  no  discernible 
value  to  the  district  are  Lewis  Hall  (#80)  for  women  and  the  Laundry  (#33), 

Hayes-Healy  Center  (#88)  (1968) 

It  is  buff  brick  and  has  a  flat  roof*  The  color  of  the  bricks^  che  proporclons  of 
openings,  and  the  articulation  of  the  facade  ~  carefully  broken  up  Into  constituent 
proportional  elements  ~  along  with  the  cornice  line  of  the  building,  match  the 
Hurley  College  of  Business  Adminlatratlon  directly  to  Its  south. 

Fisher  Hall  (#9)  (1953) 

Holablrd,  Root^  and  Burgee  were  the  architects  of  this  3-story  buff  brick  building 
with  a  flat  roof,  which,  with  Pangborn  Hall,  fills  the  southwest  corner  of  the  South 
Quadrangle,     This  semi-modern  building  fits  the  Gothic  scale. 
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Fangborn  Hall  (?/7)  (1955) 


Holablrdfc  Root^  and  Burgee  were  also  the  architects  of  this  buff  brick  3-story 
building  with  a  flat  roof-  It  is  a  semi-'modern  building  intended  to  fit  into  the 
Gothic  scale  of  the  cflinpus* 

Hammes  Notre  Dame  BooksCore  (1955) 

Montana  and  Schultz  were  the  architects  of  this  buff  brick  2-=story  structure  with 
a  high  gable  slate  roof.     It  is  behind^  or  west,  of  Walsh  Hall* 

Lewis  Hall  (//SO)  (1965)  * 

lllerbe  Associates  designed  this  buff  brick  2-story  building  with  a  flat  roof* 
Northwest  of  the  Administration  Building^  it  Is  removed  from  the  other  buildings 
and  surroundad    by    trees ^    and    is    thus    not    a    major    intrusion    In    the  district. 

Laundry  (//33)  (1934) 

Thomas  Hickey  was  the  architect  of  this  buff  brick  1-story,  flat  roof  service 
structure.     It   is  hidden   behind  a  hill   northwest   of  the  Administration  Building, 


FOOTNOTES 

^This  deser'-ption  is^  except  where  rioted^  an  edited  and  condensed  version  of  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places  nomination  prepared  by  Wendy  Schlereth,  the 
University's  archivist^  under  the  direction  of  Provost  Rev*  James  T*  Burtchaell^ 
C*S.C*  ^  in  1976* 

^Thomas  J.  Schlerath^  The  University  of  Notre,  Dame 1  A  Portrait,  of  Its  History 
and  Campus     (Notre    Dame^    Ind-i    University    of    Notre    Dame    Press^    1976)^    p,  16. 

3lbid, ^  pp.  55-58. 

^Jerry  Brondfieldv  Rockne;  The  Coach »  the  Man^  the  Legend  (New  Yorki  Random  House ^ 
1976)^  p*  167. 

5 

Ibid, ^  p,  54, 
^Ibid. ^  pp.  46-48. 
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Summary i 

Notre  Dame's  collegiaCe  faculty  and  students  have  dlstlngulahed  themselves  In 
scholarly  and  scientific  research^  especially  In  Che  fields  of  aeronautics^  biology^ 
chemistry k  the  history  of  toerlcan  Catholicism ^  and  the  study  of  the  relationship 
between  science  and  religion^  In  keeping  with  its  religious  origins^  Notre  Dame 
has  also  traditionally  been  identified  with  social  and  humanitarian  reform*  The 
record  of  the  current  president  of  the  University^  Rev-  Theodore  M#  Hesburgh^ 
C»S>C»^  on  civil  rights  and  social  JuRtlce  hardly  needs  to  be  mentioned*  The  very 
establishment  of  the  school  was  partly  an  effort  to  provide  for  distressed  American 
Indians  on  the  Indiana  frontier.  These  achievements  merit  full  recognition*  They 
have^  perhaps  unjustly^  been  overshadowed  In  the  popular  press  by  the  school's 
astounding  triumphs  In  collegiate  amateur  sports^  especially  football* 

Drawing  on  all  its  strengths^  as  the  University  grew  to  national  Importance^  It 
took  on  significance  as  a  cultural  symbol  and  source  of  pride  for  American  Catholics* 
Notre  Dame-s  physical  expansion  and  credibility  In  both  education  and  sports  came 
to  represent  for  many  ethnics  and  Catholics  tangible  evidence  of  their  emergence 
into  the  mainstream  of  American  life*  This  role  is  also  of  major  significance 
historically*  Notre  Dame  acquired  a  phenomenal  popular  following^  Including  vicar- 
ious "Subway  Alumni^"  across  the  country* 

In  the  history  of  American  sports^  however^  Notre  Dame  Is  eKceptlonally  Important 
because  of  Its  association  with  the  most  famous  football  coach  that  perhaps  any 
American  university  has  ever  had*  Knute  Rockne's  able  predecessors  and  successors 
as  coach  even  stand  In  his  shadow*  A  star  player  himself  during  his  undergraduate 
days  at  Notre  Dame^  he  and  his  teams  >  from  1913  until  his  death  In  1931^  won  nation- 
wide recognition  for  the  University^  and  spurred  the  growth  of  college  football* 
They  stand  among  the  brightest  stars  In  its  "Golden  Decade*"^ 

The  Notre  Dame  Main  and  South  Quadrangles  Historic  District ^  with  the  University's 
stadium^  preserve  the  campus  essentially  as  It  existed  during  that  dramatic  period* 
Six  of  its  structures  have  direct  individual  associations  with  Rocknei  another  is  a 
memorial  to  him* 


Originally^  Notre  Dame  was  only  the  vision  of  a  French  Catholic  priest^  Rev*  Edward 
F*  Sorln^  and  a  small  group  of  religious  Brothers  of  the  Congregation  of  the  Holy 
Cross*     In  the  autumn  of   1842  they  took  over  a  mission  statlon^orphan  asylum  on  a 
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524-acre  parcal  of  land  surrounding  two  lakes  just  north  of  the  soiall  town  ©£  South 
Bend*  Sorin  ambitiously  planned  to  build  a  college  that  would  not  only  educate  the 
youth  of  the  vicinity,  but  would  also  attract  students  from  all  across  the  country. 
Within  2  years'  time,  Notre  Dame  was  chartered  by  the  State  legislature  as  a  degree- 
granting  unlversltyi  until  1917,  It  also,  along  with  an  orphanage,  conducted  a  full 
curriculum  of    elementary   and    secondary    education,    including    a  manual   labor  school* 

It  is  difficult  to  pinpoint  an  agreed-upon  date  at  which  Notre  Dame  emerged  as  a 
national  force  in  all  the  areas  mentioned  above*  In  football,  unquestioned  national 
prominence  probably  arrived  when  Notre  Dame  first  beat  Army  in  a  renowned  upset  in 
1913  a  game  in  which  player  Knute  Rockne  and  his  revolutionary  use  of  the  forward 
pass  had  a  key  role -3  " 

Before  Rockne  became  coach,  Notre  Dame  was  already  highly  successful  in  football* 
Under  a  succession  of  coaches.  Including  his  Immediate  predecessor  Jesse  C.  Harper 
(1913-17),  the  team  had  already  performed  brilliantly,  (Harper,  like  Rockne,  has 
been  elected  to  the  National  Football  Hall  of  Fame*) 

Rockne 's  record  as  a  football  coach  defies  superlatives  (105  wins  to  12  losses  and  5 
ties,  for  the  highest  lifetime  winning  percentage  of  any  coach  in  toerlcan  college 
football  history,  and  6  national  championships  in  13  seasons),  but  his  career  was 
marked  with  contradictions  that  Illustrate  the  tension  between  sports  and  scholarship 
at  a  university  and  in  an  individual.  At  a  scrawny  5'8"  and  145  lbs.,  he  had  starred 
in  the  memorable  first  Army-Notre  Dame  game  in  1913*  A  gifted  student,  after  grad- 
"^^^^^S  magna  cum  laude  In  chemistry  in  1914,  he  became  both  the  assistant  football 
coach  and  a  chemistry  instructor.  He  was  well-respected  in  the  latter,  and  was  in 
fact,  also  an  assistant  to  Rev,  Julius  Nleuwland,  who  perfected  the  formula  'for 
synthetic  rubber.  Not  until  Roctae  became  head  coach  in  1918  was  he  relieved  of  his 
teaching  duties,^ 

Rockne 's  national  fame  and  reputation  were  assured  by  his  unbeaten  1919  and  1920  teams 
that  featured  George  (The  ■•Glpper")  Glpp,  who  died,  aged  25,  at  the  end  of  the  1920 
season, J  His  reputation  became  legendary  with  his  backfleld  "Four  Horsemen"  (Harry 
Stuhldreher,  Elmer  Layden  [who  coached  at  Notre  Dame  after  Rockne  In  1934-40]  Don 
Miller,  and  Jlmy  Crowley)  in  the  1923  and  1924  seasons.  The  "Seven  Mules,"  his' line 
In  the  same  years,  likewise  won  enduring  fame, 6  His  teams  were  extraordinary  all 
during  the  1920s.  ^ 

Rockne 's  "Fighting  Irish"  often  played  outside  South  Bend,  especially  In  Chicago's 
Soldier  Field  and  New  York's  Polo  Grounds,  where  they  could  seat  large  crowds.  At 
home  games,  limited  capacity  was  a  source  of  chagrin,  ._  Rockne  was.  In  the  late  '20s, 
still  playing  on  the  Notre  Dame  field  that  had  been  In  use  since  1899.  This  was 
Cartier  Field,  a  fenced  multipurpose  athletic  area  that  had  originally  accommodated 
baseball,  track,  and  bicycling,  as  well  as  football.  In  1920  Its  seating  capacity 
was  20,000;    with   enlargements,    by  1928,  about   35,000.7     This   was   only  a  fraction  of 
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the  crowds  the  "Fighting  Irish"  drew  In  other  eltlss.  Partly  because  football  was 
contributing  healthily  to  the  eollege's  revenues,  Rockne  ultimately  convinced  the 
University  to  build  the  stadium  he  naeded^  and  he  helped  design  it.  He  kept  the 
area  between  the  field  and  the  stands  small  to  keep  "sideline  guests,"  to  a  minimum 
~and  he  personally  supervised  the  parking  and  traffic  system  that  basically  Is  the 
same  one  In  use  today 

Rocime  enjoyed  only  one  season  in  the  new  stadluffl*  He  died,  at  the  age  of  43,  In  a 
plane  crash  in  Kansas  on  March  31,  1931a  Some  of  those  who  have  followed  him  and 
his  teams  at  Notre  Dame  have  eomplled  a  record  that  might  be  worthy  of  his  praise. 
His  successors  as  coach  Frank  W.  Leahy  (1941^43,  1946^33)  and  Ara  Farseghian  (1964 
-74)  have  followed  him  into  the  National  Football  Foundation  Hall  of  Fame.  Eleven 
of  the  26  Notre  Dame  players  similarly  honored  are  post^Eockne.  These  latter-^day 
Notre  Dame  teams  have  won  7  more  national  championships,  6  Helsman  Trophies  (more 
than  any  other  university),  and  have  continued,  every  year,  except  1933,  to  add  to 
their  unending  string  of  All-^Amer leans  (146  flrst^team  selections  since  Gus  Dorais 
and  lay  Eichenlaub  in  1913) »9 

This  remarkable  record  has  been  achieved  without  a  mindless  devotion  to  sports. 
More  than  99%  of  all  athletes  at  Notre  Dame  have  graduated  •  More  Notre  Dme  athletes 
enter  graduate  school  than  professional  sports  .^^^ 

But  even  if  Notre  Dame's  achievements  in  sports  had  Ptopped  with  Rockne 's  teams, 
they  would  still  merit  a  prominent  role  in  the  history  of  college  athletics,  and 
they  have  even  added  an  enduring  and  endearing  phrase  to  the  language.  George 
Gipp,  Rockne' s  1920  star,  as  he  lay  dying,  almost  certainly  told  Rockne: 

Some  time  when  things  are  going  wrong,  when  the  breaks  are  beating  the  boys^^ 
tell  them  to  go  In  and  win  one  for  the  Glpper*  X  donH  Imow  where  I'll  be> 
but  I'll  toow  about  It,  and  I'll  be  happy* 

The  story  succeeded' — when  Rockne  first  found  It  necessary  to  use  it  in  19 23  at  the 
Polo  Grounds  In  New  York.^l  It  remains  a  part  of  Notre  Dme  tradition  and  toerican 
folklore . 

Footnotes 

^Thls  statement ,  except  where  It  reflects  data  on  tockne  and  the  Notre  Dame  football 
teams.  Is  a  revised  version  of  the  corresponding  section  of  the  National  Riglster 
form  cited  in  Note  1  of  the  Description. 

spirited  discussion  Is  found  in  John  D*  HcCalltim  and  Charles  H«  Pearson,  "Rocluae 
of  the  Golden  Decade,"  College  Football,  U.S.A.,  1869-1973  (New  Yorki  Hall  of  Fame 
Publishing  Company,  1973),  pp.  161-174. 


128 


183 


llnitdd  states  Department  of  the  Interior 
National  Park  Servloe 

National  Regist#r  of  Historic  Places 
Inventory-^Nomination  Perm  ^^-mmm^^m 

CQntifnatjon  sheet  Item  number  8  page  4  

3a  standard   account    of   this   ranownad  game   can  be   found   in  Ken  i^ppoporc.  Wake 
Up  The  Echoes p  Notre  Dame  Football  (Huntaville,  Ma.,  The  Strode  Publishers.  1984) 
pp.  46-62.  ~ 

^This  biographical  information  is  drawn  from  Jerry  Brondfield,  Roekne,  The  Han, 
the  Coach »  tha  Legend  (New  Yorki  Random  House,  1976),  passim.  '' 

^See  the    chapter    titled    "Free    Spirit,"    pp,    101=115,    in    Rappoport,    0£.  cit. 

fiThe  chapter  "Famine^  Pestilence^  Destruction,  and  Death,"  in  Rappoport *  op.  cit. > 
discusses  Che  careers  of  these  football  iMOrtals.  Grantland  Rice,  *^he  Four 
Hors^en,"  pp.  143-145,  in  Esquire's  Great  Men  and  Moments  in  Sports  (New  Yorki 
Harper  and    Row,    1962),    describes    the    gMe    in    which    he    gave    the  sobriquets. 

^Thomas  J.  Schlereth,  The  University  of  Notre  Dame;  A  Portrait  of  Its  History  and 
Campus  (Notre  Dame,  Ind.i  University  of  Notre  Dime  Press ,1976)  ,  pp.  177-182V  and 
University  of  Notre  Dame  Sports  Information  Department ,  Notre  Dme  1984  Football 
G^de  (Notre  Dme,  Ind.:  1984),  pp.  206-207.  (The  present  Car  tier  Field  is  only  a 
namesake  of  its  predecessor  and  is  on  a  different  site,  todern  construction  covers 
the  original  location,  and  the  historic  sod  from  it  was  transplanted  into  the 
present  Stadium  In  1930.) 

^University  of    Notre    Dame    Sports    Information    Department,    op.  cit.,    p.  207. 

^These  statistics  are  taken  i rom  Ibid . ,  pp.  192='204. 

lOstatements  in  University  rf  Notre  Dame,    "Notre  Dame"  (Notre  Dame,    Ind.i  1984), 
tmpaginated. 

llAl  Stump,     "The    Gipper    Didn't    Die,"    pp.    140-143,     In    Esquire's  Great  Men  and 
Moments  in  Sports  (New  York;  Harper  and  Row^  1962). 
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Verbal  Bound aM_ 

The  Main  and  Sauth  Quadranglea  Historic  District  on  the  Unlverilty  of  Notre  Dame 
Campua  la  an  area  to  the  north  of  Notre  Dame  Avenue  and  bounded  on  th^  SQuthweac^ 
west^  and  north  by  a  peripheral  road  running  west  along  the  Old  Oaff  ^  Road  then 
turning  north  toward  St*  Mary's  Lake  and  then  northeast  skirtini  thi  i^^uthern  and 
eastern  border  of  St*  Mary-s  Lake  and  the  southern  edge  of  Sc*  ^oi^^ph's  Lake* 
Along  Ita  eastern  edge  the  district  la  defined  by  Internal  caopus  ^alHi^^aya  which, 
proceeding  from  north  to  aouth^  are  to  the  east  of  the  StudinC  Infl  armaryj  St, 
Edward's  Hall^  Washington  Hall^  the  Band  Building^  LaPortune  Studint  OerJt^^r >  Crowley 
Hall  of  Music >  Hayea^Healy  Center^  the  Hurley  College  of  Businiss  Adol^^istratlon^ 
and  the  Gushing  Hall  of  Engineering.  On  the  southeast  the  district  ts  tDordered  by 
the  walkways  iMaedlately  south  of  the  Gushing  Hall  of  Inglnitring  a^^d  the  Law 
School^  which  then  Join  with  Notre  Dame  Avenue  at  Ifs  northern  Etniinui* 

Notre  Dame  Stadium  rests  on  a  noncontiguous  tract  southeast  of  thi  dl^^^rlct*  For 
the  purposes  of  this  nomination^  Its  boundary  Is  defined  on  the  notth  ^  -Xid  east  by 
campus  roads  adjacent  to  It^  on  the  west  by  a  campus  walkway  tunning  du^  south  from 
the  O'Shaughnesay  Hall  of  Liberal  and  FlnL  Arts^  Md  on  the  south  by  aite  Imaginary 
line  drawn  50'  south  of  Its  souchernmost  extension. 
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Visw  of  tte  wston  pcrtiem  of  tii  Mre 
Dai  University  stadium  (left)  and  its 
parking  loti  (right)  ^  fm  the  north. 
(JiKs  H,  Qirletai;  NatiOTal  Park  , 
toici,  1985) 
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Itervard  University 
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courthouse^  registry  of  deeds,  etc.    Siaf  folk  County  RegiS"^^  of  Deeds 
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7.  Description 


^_  0ic#tl#nt 

-  -K  good 


dettridrflt#d 

,  rulna 

  unexpoted 


Cheek  Mm 

.  unaltered 


.K, .  altered 


Cheek  eite 

X  orfglnil  site 
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Describe  the  pfmsmnt  and  orisinal  |if  knewn)  physieal  appearanee 


The  Harvard  Btmdiwm^  erected  in  1903,  is  a  U-ehaped  scructure  of  CQncrece  and 
steel  QOnstruacion,  resembling  Classical  Greek  and  Roman  models  that  had  a 
curved  and  and  straight  sides «  Its  total  exterior  length  is  573' |  Its  overall 
wldthi  420- .  The  structure's  long  axis  runs  ndrtheast-southwest  with  the  U 
opening  at  thm  northeast  end*  The  playing  area  includes  a  standard  football 
gridifoni  and  a  l/4--mlle  running  tracks  which  extends  out  the  ©pen  end*  The 
interioF  measurements  are  481'  by  230'*  The  Stadium  was  designed  to  seat  about 
24,000  spectators* 

Detailed  Description 

The  inner  wall  is  9'  high  above  the  field,  while  the  outer  wall,  53'  in  height, 
consists  of  two  tiers  of  Itoman  arches  and  plars,  separated  by  a  molded  belt 
course  and  suraounted  above  the  second  level  by  a  parapet  with  a  massive  cornice 
that  features  simple  square  openings  over  alternate  arches  below*  The  parapet 
and  its  concrete  roof,  supported  by  a  row  of  pillars  on  the  Interior,  was  added 
in  1910,  as  were  the  two  square  pavilions  at  the  ends  of  the  U.  Ml  exterior 
wall  surfaces  were  "rough-picked"  to  remove  the  wooden  form  prints  and  stains 
from  the  concrete* 

The  arches  in  the  lower  tier  serve  as  the  entrances  to  the  staditm*  They  admit 
people  into  an  inside  corridor  running  the  interior  perimeter  of  the  structure* 
^e  corridor  not  only  permits  free  internal  circulation  but  can  be  used  as  a 
running  track  in  bad  weather*  On  the  inner  edge  of  the  corridor,  concrete  walks 
lead  to  36  stairways  that  open  into  the  lower  seat  aisles*  Eight  larger  stairways 
rise  to  a  second^level  corridor  from  which  passages  and  short  flights  of  stairs 
lead  to  the  upper  levels  of  seate - 

The  innovative  structural  system  using  Ransme's  cold  twisted  steel  bars  combines 
concrete  encased  steel  beams  and  trusses,  id,th  4500  "L"-shaped  slab  seats  and  a 
poured,  curved  exterior  wall  1390'  long  and  72*  high  to  the  parapet*^ 

Alterations 

In  terms  of  its  general  silhouette  and  major  features.  Harvard  Stadium  is  well^ 
preserved.  However ,  in  conmon  with  almost  all  active  staditms,  it  has  had  a 
press  box  grafted  onto  it.  In  Harvard's  case,  the  box  is  a  long  horizontal 
steel  and  glass  structure  with  an  extended  roof  areai  erected  atop  the  norths 
western  side  of  the  Stadim  in  1981,  it  replaced  an  earlier  facility. 

In  1929-52,  Harvard  Staditm's  open  end  was  closed  by  a  steel  grandstand  that 
increased  seating  capacity.  It  is  now  left  open,  as  originally  designed g 
although  temporary  stands  can  be  erected  as  the  uccasion  arises,  as  occurred 
before  1929*  A  chain-^link  fence.  Just  behind  the  metal  scoreboard  beyond  the 
end  of  the  runni^  crack »  now  secures  the  playing  area* 
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Condition 

By  the  19708 »  ohunks  of  masonry  wsrs  missing  from  the  structure  in  plaees  and 
th#  steel  reinforcing  rods  were  eonsequantly  exposed,  Racent  patching,  while 
correcting  the  problem,  has,  with  work  done  over  the  years,  given  the  structure 
a  mottled  appearance* 


Footnotes 


^The  statistics  and  general  descriptive  data  are  extracted  from  Henry  H*  Fox, 
"Methods  of  Construction  of  the  Harvard  Stadiim,"  Harvard  Engineering  Journal, 
3,  2  (June  1904),  91-108  passim;  and  Lewis  J.  Johnson,  'Tiaterlals  and  Design~of 
the  Harvard  SCadim,"  Harvard  Engineerins  Journal >  3,  2  (June  1904),  109^130 
passim* 

^Margaret  Floyd,  **Colossus  by  the  Charles  I    The  Harvard  Stadium," 
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8.  Significance 


Period  Areas  mi  §igntfieanc#— Check  and  justify  below 

prehiitoric  archeQlQgy-prehjstoric          communiiy  planning  Imdscape  architecture  religion 

1400-^1419  archeQlogy-hislonc              conserviUon  law  science 

150^1599  agriculture                          econernics  literature  sculpture 

.  160^1599  architecture                        eduealion  military  sacJal 

170£^1799  art                                X  engineering  music  humanitarian 

.1800-1899  commerce                          exploration  stttlement        philosophy  ,  theater 

**    1900-  communicationi                  industry  politics  government  transportatioii 

invention  other  (tpecify) 

=  ^  "  =   —  ^=   ^  ,  _  Bscrsatictti. 

SpMlfic  dates  1903                          Bulldep  Architect     Qiarles  F.  Ifcldjn,  arcM^^^t  (fry^fbgll 

-  lawis  J.  Johnson/ Ira  N.^  ™  IT  leSadiffii) 

St.t«m«iiit  ef  Significance  (in  ane  paragraph)  HoUis,  and  Joseph  r;  TOroaStar, 

engineers 

Harvard  Stadium  is  highly  significant  in  the  history  of  stadium  deslgnp  for  th© 
teehnology  of  its  construction ,  and  for  its  associations  with  Harvard  football 
coaehes  and  teams,  who  played  a  major  role  in  the  early  development  of  inter* 
collegiate  football  In  the  United  States, 

The  Stadliim's  design ^  derived  from  Classical  models  In  architecture  and  Influenced 
by  the  revival  of  the  Olympic  Games  Cl896)s  may  even  have  Influenced  the  rules  of 
football  J  for  some  suggest  that  the  1905  commission  reforming  the  sport  chose  to 
legalize  the  forward  pass  rather  than  widen  the  playing  field  for  lateral  actions 
because  Harvard  Stadium^  the  newly  completed  *'jewel"  of  the  sport,  was  too  narrow 
to  accomodate  wider  plays. 1 


Harvard  Stadium,  the  first  college  stadium  in  the  United  States,  is  also  the 
earliest  still  extant*  Its  design  and  its  multipurpose  use  became  a  prototype  for 
the  design  of  college  stadiums  that  were  built  by  other  universities  in  the  United 
States  in  the  20th  century.  The  structure  Is  also  of  signltlcance  as  a  pioneering 
example  of  the  use  of  reinforced  concrete  In  the  construction  of  large  structures. 
At  the  time  of  its  completion  it  was  the  largest  structure  of  that  material  in  the 
world  *^ 


History 

Harvard's  participation  in  rudimentary  forms  of  college  football  played  a  signify 
leant  role  In  the  evolution  of  the  sport  long  before  Harvard  Stadium  was  erected* 
Early  forms  of  the  game  had  been  banned  at  the  university  in  1860.  The  faculty 
lifted  Its  ban  in  1871  and  the  game  began  to  reappear  on  the  campus*  Harvard 
played  a  carrying  game,  much  like  Rugby,  called  the  "Boston  game,"  which  differed 
from  that  played  by  other  colleges,  whose  teams  emphasised  kicking, 3 

Lacking  games  with  U*S-  colleges  because  of  the  r'lles  differences ^  Harvard  scheduled 
games  id-th  McGlll  University  of  Montreal,  in  the  spring  of  1874.  The  games  with 
HcGlll  committed  Harvard  to  the  running  Eugby  gamej  and  influenced  tha  pattern  of 
the  U.S.  game  that  was  to  evolve* 

Harvard  adopted  the  Rugby  rules  and  Harvard  and  Yale  met  for  the  first  time  in 
1875,  in  New  Haven,  in  a  game  that  was  largely  Rugby.  The  desire  for  a  contest 
between  the    two   universities    had    led    to   a    conference    between    them.     Yale  had 
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eonecdad  to  the  Rugby  prinelples  of  running  with  the  ball  and  taQkllng.  Yale 
formally  adopted  the  Rugby  rules  In  1876,  That  same  year,  Harvard ,  Yale,  ColOTb±a» 
and  Frineeton  met  and  organised  the  Intereolleglate  Football  Association »  adopting 
Rugby-Influenced  rules. 

Harvard's  records  In  Its  early  years  of  play,  especially  1886-91  *  reflect  something 
of  this  pioneering  dominance  in  the  sport.  In  those  6  seasons ,  the  "Crimson  won  67 
games  and  lost  only  7  A  Their  scoring  record  in  the  1886  season,  though  played 
under  rules  subsequently  modified  (and  with  several  "prep"  school  games  included),  is 
generally  regarded  as  the  all-time  high  for  any  team«  The  cumulative  season  pointage 
was  765  to  opponents'  41.  The  scores  included  such  lopsided  ratios  as  82^0  against 
Tufts,  62-0  with  MlTp  70-0  against  Dartmouth,  and  an  unparalleled  158-0  against 
Exeter .    Only  Princeton  and  Yale  defeated  Harvard  that  year. 

The  erection  of  Harvard  Stadim  grew  out  of  certain  basic  factors, 5  The  University 
came  under  increasing  pressure  and  embarassment  from  the  unsightly  condition  of  Its 
wooden  football  stands,  on  the  present  Stadium  site  in  Soldier's  Field,  They  were 
also  regarded  as  a  fire  hazard,  and  were  eKpensive  to  maintain-  The  site's  strategle 
location,  athwart  a  key  spot  in  Frederick  Law  Olmsted's  "emerald  necklaee"  of  Boston 
metropolitan  parks,  commended  itself  to  respectful  treatment  as  a  "public  duty*" 
Harvard's  solution  to  these  problems  was  to  recommend  itself  to  other  universities , 
which  faced  similar  dlle  mmas . 

Olmsted  prepared  a  plan  that  became  the  basis  for  the  siting  of  the  stadiiim  and  other 
athletic  structures  nearby.  With  the  detemlnatlon  made  that  the  structure  would  be 
a  permanent  one,  arrived  at  not  without  objections  from  those  who  opposed  giving 
sports  such  a  prominent  role  at  the  university,  work  began  on  materials  and  design 
that  would  be  both  attractive  and  able  to  withstand  the  rigors  of  New  England  winters. 
Lewis  F,  Johnson,  of  the  University's  civil  engineering  department,  proposed  a  novel 
treatment,  the  use  of  great  concrete  slabs  reinforced  with  steel.  Cost  was  a  factor, 
concrete  being  less  expensive  than  brick  or  stone.  Construction  was  quick,  being 
essentially  completed  in  a  few  months  in  1903. 

After  engineering  details  and  materials  testing  were  completed,  the  matter  had  been 
turned  over  to  Charles  F,  McKim,  of  McKim,  Head,  and  White,  who  had  put  the  innova- 
tive engineering  into  Classical  dress ,  combining  elements  of  Greek  stadia  and  Roman 
■*circuses."  Th%  Classical  symbolism  of  the  Stadium  "converged  precisely  with  the 
Classically  based  currlcular  theory  of  the  Harvard  physical  education  constituency,"^ 
This  Classical  emphasis  was  reiterated  when  in  1906  the  ascendant  Classics  department 
performed  Agamemnon  by  Aeschylus  with  live  horses ,  chariots ,  and  a  temple  erected  In 
the  colossal  stadium.^ 
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In  the  new  Stadium,  from  1908  through  1916,  Psrey  Duncan  Haughten  coached 
Harvard  teams  to  outstanding  victories.  Even  a  Yale  partisan  has  noted  that 
he  was  "the  man  destined  to  humble  Yale's  pretensions  to  Invincibility."^ 
Harvard  was  undefeated  and  untied  in  1912  and  1913,  undefeated  in  1908,  1910, 
and  1914  and  defeated  only  once  each  year  in  1909  and  1915,  Haufhton  won  at 
Harvard  where  others  had  failed  because  he  was  one  of  the  first  major  eoaches 
to  realize  that  speed  and  power  were,  in  themselves,  relatively  valueless  unless 
properly  masked  by  deception* 

Harvard  played  football  only  informaily  in  1917  and  1918,  but  returned  to  the 
field  ill  1919.  The  master  coaeh  had  retired,  but  enough  of  his  teachlnf  and 
his  Impetus  remained  to  carry  Harvard  through  to  the  1919  chMpionship  and  a 
Rose  Bowl  victory  over  Oregon  by  7-6  on  New  Year's  Day,  1920, 

An  exciting  series  was  staged  in  1920-22  with  the  "Praying  Colonels"  of  Centre 
College,  of  Danville,  Kentucky.  Harvard  won  the  first  and  third  and  lost  the 
second  of  the  three  matches,^ 

Overall  .  Harvard's  teams  have  secured  the  championship  in  Ivy  League  (Eastern 
Intercollegiate)  conference  play  relatively  infrequently,  less  often  than  the 
team's  illustrious  early  history  would  nu^^^festi  1901,  1908,  1912,  1913  (shared), 
1946  (shared),  1961  (shared),  1966  CBho--d),  1968  (shared),  1974  (shared), 
1975,  1982  (shared),  and  1983  (shared),!^- 

Harvard's  members  of  the  College  Football  Hall  of  Fme  include  coaches  Haughton 
and  Richard  C,  Harlow  (1935=42,  1945-47)  and  the  following  playersi 

David  G.  Campbell  (1899-1901)  Edward  L.  Casey  (1916,  1919) 

Charles  D*  Daly  (1898-1900)  Hamilton  Fish  (1907-09) 

H,  R.  ("Tack"')  Hardwick  (1912-14)  Edward  W.  Mahan  (1913-15) 

Marshall  Newell  (1890-93)  Stanley  1.  Fennock  (1912-14) 

Benjamin  H,  Ticknor  (1928-30)11 

Harvard's  All-toerlcana  include  William  Henry  Lewis  (1892=93),  the  first  black  to 
be  so  honoredi  Endlcott  ("Chub")  Feabedy  (1941),  who  later  served  as  Massachusetts' 
Governor;  and  Hamilton  Fish  (1907-09),  longtime  Congressman  from  Nei/  York  (also 
noted  above) . 1^ 

Although  Harvard  is  far  behind  (38  wins,  as  opposed  to  55  losses,  id.th  8  ties)  in 
its  renowned  rivalry  with  football  nemesis  Yale,  in  what  the  alumni  of  both 
universities  term  "The  Game , "  the  "Crimson"  have  knom  some  proud  times  in  the 
aeries,  such  as  4  straight" victories  under  Haughton  in  1912-15  and  18  Instances 
where  they  have  left  Yale  scoreless « 13 
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Foot no teg 

^  Hsney  Salzman,  "Harvard  Stadium j  Boston  Landmarks  Commission  Study  RaDort  " 
Dacambar  1979,       3*0.  * 

2  Margaret  Floyd ,  **Col©ssus  by  tha  Charles i    The  Harvard  Stadium." 

3  These ^  ramarks  on  Harvard's  early  football  history  are  extracted  from  the 
arciele  "Football Encyclopedia  Brltanniea  IX, 

^  These  statistics  are  from  Keich  W.  Jennlson,  ed..  The  Concise  Encyclopedia  of 
gpQgts  (New  York:     Franklin  Watts,  Inc*,  1970),  p*  462T  ^ —    — ^ 

5  The  background  of  the  Stadium* s  conception,  design,  and  construction  are 
discussed  at  length  In  three  articles  in  the  Harvard  Engineering  Journal  (June 
1904) j  namely  I.  N*  Hollls,  "Origin  of  the  Harva'rd  Stadium,"  pp,  91-10S|  Leirts  J. 
Johnson,  "Materials  and  Design  of  the  Harvard  Stadium,"  pp.  109-130;  and  Henry  H* 
Fox,  "Methods  of  Construction  of  the  Harvard  Stadium,"  pp*  131-144. 

^  Margaret  Floyd,  0£*  cit. 

7  Ibid, 

8  John  Allan  Krout,  "Annals  of  American  Sport,"  The  Pageant  of  America  (New 
Haveni    Yale  University  Press,  1929),  p.  250*   ~  ^ 

^  "Football,"  Encyclopedia  Britannlca^  op,  cit, ,  IX,  484* 

10  Keith  Jennlson,  ed.  "Football,"  The  Concise  Encyclopedia  of  Sports  (New 
York!     Franklin   Watts,    Inc.,    1970),    p.    450 1    and   World  Almanac,  IBWBTJT  829. 

11  Herbert  Kamm,  The  Junior  Illustrated  Encyclopedia  of  Sports  (IndianaDolls • 
Bobbs-Merrill,  1970),  pp.  301-309;   —  — ^    —  *~ 

12  jehn  Dp  McCallum  and  Charles  H.  Pearson,  College  Football  U.S.A..  1869-1973 
(New  York  I    Hall  of  Fame  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.,  1973),  pp.  115,  231.   —  

13  These  are  the  more  conservative,  1.  e.,  Yale,  statistics.     Some  discrepancies 
in  records   kept  by   the  two  univeraities  occur.     The   source   Is  Yale  University 
Sports  Information  Office,  THE  GAI^,  Football  Program.  November  19    1983  (New 
Haven,  1983),  pp.  8-9.    —   
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Verbal  Boundary 


The  SCadlum  structyra  only  and  ICs  ^^dlaC^^  lot,  as  bounded  by  H.  Harvard  SCraac 
on  Che  southaaat  p  a  lln^  projecta^  n^rtap^s  from  ll#  Harvard  Scree t  along  the  axis 
fomed  by  thm  southvescammoac  pPlPt  d  tha  Stadiim  and  ^rvard  Street ,  nor^hesst 
along  the  Staditsa  mil  >  Md  aotttfi^iit  al^^ng  the  line  of  the  ehaln-llnk  fenee 
eneloslng  the  open  end  Of  the  B%A^i.}^i^i  i^^s  scoreboard. 
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title  NOTfi 


data 


dapoalt^  for  survey  reoords 


cityt  town 
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7,  Pcseription 


Condition  eh*ek  en*  eheeli  ftn* 

aReatlant   OettrloratAd  _ .  unatttred  K  original  site 

gMd   rtilM  altersd  .  movM  dale 

fair  ,   unaxpeaed 


Oaseribe  lha  prsMnl  and  0i1giMl  |if  known)  physieal  ■ppoarorieo 

Sugmagyl 

The  University  of  Michigan  Stadium  la  the  largeBt  collage  ■cadlum  in  tha  Natlot 
devoced  exclu.lvely  to  football.     It  i.  basically  a  -bowl"  dug  into  the  earti 
Its  overall   dlmenalon.   are   7S4'    by  S84«,     It.   present   capacity  o£   101  70 
reflects  a  major   Becond-level  addition   of   steel   stands  made  in  1949,  whlc^ 
raised  Its  perBanent  capacity  from  about  72,000  to  more  than  97,000.  and  mlnft- 
seatlng  enhancementB  In  1956  and  1973.    The  stadium  la  square  off  around  tK^ 
playing  field  to  eonfomi  to  the  rectangular  dlBensions  of  the  football  gridiron. 
This  ^rlnga  all  the  seats  as  close  as  possible  to  the  field.    The  end  aeats 
notably,  are  so  close  to  the  field  that  the  goalposts  are  practically  in  thi 
crowd • 

Addttlonal  pescriptlon 

Michigan  Stadium's  original  portion  consists  of  70  rows  of  seats  rising  In 
tiers  that  border  the  rectangular  gridiron.  It  basic  conBtructlon  is  moiled 
on  that  of  the  Yale  Bowl.  Thus,  the  depressad  gridiron,  about  35'  below  street 
level,  was  placed  after  excavating  and  mounding  the  earth  around  It.  It  pte- 
sently  features  artificial  turf.  Thus  dug  Into  the  ground,  the  stadium  origi- 
nally rose  only  sone  15'  above  ground  level  at  the  highest  point  on  the  exterior. 
Tunnels  pierce  the  Bound  to  provide  Ingress  and  egress  from  the  stands  and 
tieid.  Lockers  and  shower  rooms  are  under  the  east  standd.  The  press  box  a 
larger  replacement  of  an  original  Neoclassical  one,  is  on  the  west. 

The  principal  exterior  wall  Is  on  the  east  side,  where  the  site  slopes  down. 
Before  Msslve  fill  occurred  on  this  side  there  was  a  lower-level  main  entrance 
flanked  by  broad  staircases  leading  up  to  the  present  ground  level.  The  west 
side  remains  close  to  grade.    The  exposed  walls  are  red  brick  with  limestone 

The  present  main  east  entrance  is  recessed  slightly  and  framed  by  eight  Doric 
columns.  Theje  Is  a  simple  brick  cornice  running  the  circumference  of  the 
wall.  Each  bay  Is  punctured  by  four  simple  rectangular  windows  with  simple 
sills  m  limestone  set  off  by  a  raised  rounded  arch  entrance  with  an  elaborate 
keystone  decorated  with  a  shield.  The  shields  support  a  limestone  cornice. 
There  are  four  brackets  at  each  entrance,  two  on  either  side  of  the  shields. 

Provision  had  been  made  for  an  increase  In  the  size  of  the  stadium  by  maklnR 
the  support  piers  especially  heavy  to  provide  the  necessary  footings.  tS 
steel  upper  deck  stands  added  20  rows  of  seats  In  1949 |  they  replaced  tamporary 
wooden  bleachers.  The  style  of  the  addition  Is  not  noticeably  distinct  on  the 
Interior,  but  clashes  dramatically  with  the  neoclassical  exterior  decoration  of 
the  original  portion. 
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Footaote 


^Th±B  description  has  bean  prepared  largely  by  consulting  three  articles  In 
the  Michigan  Aliainus  that  dascrlbed  the  original  stadium  and  from  the  photo^ 
graphic  evidence  that  accompanies  chia  study*  The  articles  arei  "Michigan's 
new  football  fields"  32 p  35  (August  1926),  719-722|  "Work  on  new  stadium  pro- 
gressing rapidly,  33,  14  (January  1927),  299-301i  and  "Michigan's  new  football 
field,"  34,  10  (December  1927),  231-234. 
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othtf  (spaeify) 


SpMlfto  MtM 


1927 


SlatMvMt  off  Slfii^neMe*  tin  mm  mmrmmu^} 

L±k#  auah  other  Hldwescan  Msehas  ms  teucg  Roekne  at  Notrs  Damtp  and  Bob 
Zuppke  at  Illinois »  id^th  imoa  his  nw«  will  be  foraver  bracketed,  and  whose 
aareers  overshadow  all  their  suecassorSi  Fielding  ("Hurry-Up")  Yost  transforaed 
his  college  into  a  national  ^wer  in  football.  The  stadium  at  the  University 
of  Hiohigan  then  is  Just  as  apt  a  mesorial  to  him  as  the  stadiums  at  the  other 
two  universities  are  to  those  ooaohes.  Like  Eoalmep  he  took  a  ^rsonal  interest 
in  his  struoture-s  design « 


Hiohigan  Stadium  has  another  distinetion  beyond  Hiohigan's  sustained  greatness 
in  eollege  football.  It  is  the  largest  oollage  football  stadira  is  the  United 
States,  partly  beoause  Yost  had  "the  foresight  to  build  the  prefient  Michigan 
stadiw  with  a  double  foundation  so  that  it  oould  be  enlarged  to  its  present 
oapaoity  of  Mre  than  lOOpOOOe"^ 

History 

The  University  of  Hiehigan  was  the  pioneer  ia  Midwestern  football.  A  team 'was 
organized  as  early  as  1873,  but  Hiehlgan  found  no  opponent  until  Raoine  College 
in  1879.  Hiohigan  won  by  one  touohdoim  and  one  field  goal  to  nothing,  and  want 
on  to  astablish  football  on  a  firm  foundation.  The  Wolvarines  also  pioneared 
in  intarseotional  football,  maating  Harvard,  Yala,  and  Frinaeton  in  1881. 
Miehigan  lost  all  three  games »  but  triad  the  sama  thing  again  in  1883,  this  time 
against  Kesleyan,  Yala,  Harvard,  and  Stevans  Tech.  Miohigan  again  lost  all  the 
games,  but  football  was  on  its  way  at  Ann  Arbor  and  in  the  "Wast."^ 

In  the  mid-1980s »  Hiohigan  fans  Qould  look  baek  on  an  extraordinary  football 
history,  Tha  team's  "Big  Ten"  aonfarenoe  statistios  alona  are  staggering.  In 
addition  to  4  straight  titlas  raoked  up  by  Yost's  "point-a^nute"  taass  (1901- 
04),  Hiohigan  has  lad  or  shared  tha  llestarn  ("Big  Ten^)  Conferenoe  in  1898, 
1922,  1923,  1923-2§,  1930-33,  1943,  1947-SO,  1964,  1969,  1971-74,  1976-78, 
1980,  and  1982  Tha  major  reason  this  list  is  not  avan  more  impreesiva  is 
that  Michigan  was  out  of  the  conference  in  1903-17 • 

Tha  most  significant  figure  in  Michigan's  rise  to  fme,  Fielding  Yost,  accepted 
the  coaching  Job  at  Ann  Arbor  in  1901,  bringing  with  him  a  star  "pupil"  from 
the  West  Coast;  William  M.  ("Willie")  Heston.  wto  became  one  of  the  prime  forces 
on  the  immortal  teus  of  the  next  4  yearss^    Although  they  were,  teehnieally. 
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not  '*pQtQe^a^minuC@'*  %mmm^  their  trnQOtd  wsa  MtnordlQarj.  In  S  susonst  thaj 
won  SB  of  57  gmmmm  and  clad  one  of  the  other  tm,  anuslng  2,821  points  to  42  for 
thair  oppo&ents.  Heeton  and  Adolph  ("teraanf")  iehuls  (1905^8)  so  distinguished 
thamselves  that    thmj    are    enshrln^    in    the    College    Footbali    Ball    of   Fame  .5 

Alchough  tostp  who  waa  ooach  until  1928  (and  athletic  dlrMtor  until  he  retired 
in  1941)  p  would  never  quite  aateh  that  record  again,  he  did  enjoj  sose  83coallent 
seasons  In  the  1920a.  Harrf  Upke,  his  great  halfbaek,  led  a  "conehaok"  In  the 
undefeated  season  of  1922  and  1923|  he  aucaeeded  Yost  aa  eoach  In  1929*37.  Yost 
character Iged  his  1925  tem  as  "the  best  I  ever  had."  On  that  teu,  the  "two 
Bennies,"  left  end  let^ulfi  Oosterbaan  (1925*27)  aad  "the  perfect  quarterback" 
Benjamin  Friedman  (1924*26),  mmQug  other  feats,  evened  scores  with  luppke  and 
"Red"  Grange  of  the  Universltj  of  Illinois*  Oosterbaan  also  ultlsatel^  coached  at 
Michigan  (1948-59), 

The  1925  tem  helped  Yost  realiie  his  dreas.  Michigan's  Ferry  Field,  built  in 
1921,  had  seated  24,000  and  with  additions  In  1925  reached  47,000»  but  did  not 
begin  to  accomodate  the  host  of  fans*  Yost  accordingly  set  out  to  build  a 
stadium  that  would  s^at  imn  Arbor's  population  3  tlses  over.  The  gargantuan 
task  was  completed  la  the  fall  of  1927. 

Harry  Newman  starr^  in  1930-32.  Under  coach  Herbert  0,  ("Frits")  Crialer 
(1938*47)  in  the  late  1930a,  Tom  HarMn  (1938*40)  scored  33  touchdowns  and 
Inspired  a  film  in  i^lch  he  played  himself*  Blocking  back  Forest  Evashevski 
and  tackle  Ed  Frutlg  were  other  stars  of  the  era*  drlsler  also  laid  the 
foundations  for  Michigan's  esccellence  In  the  years  Inedlately  after  fforld  War 
11, 

This  discussion  could  continue  almost  Indefinitely,  with  aesorable  notes  about 
Michigan's  titanic  battles  with  Ohio  State  after  World  War  II  and  a  host  of 
other  citations  familiar  to  Michigan  fans.  Perhaps,  however.  It  la  appropriate 
to  concluiie  with  m  salute.  In  the  fon  of  an  anecdote  concerning  a  player  idioae 
service  was  sandwiched  between  Michigan's  great  years  In  the  1930s,  the  center 
in  the  1934  season  In  which  Michigan  won  only  1  gue.  He  was  the  Most  Valuable 
Player  on  that  team  and  was  sufficiently  talented  to  be  named  to  the  Ml*Blg  Ten 
First  Team,  and  It  was  noted  of  him  that  he  "defended  tenaciously  despite  the 
superior  opposition  he  had  to  face  and  was  one  of  the  few  bright  s^ta  on  a  team 
going  noi^ere,"^ 

Nearly  40  years  later,  recalling  his  years  In  college  football ,  he  would  remark, 
"As  an  old  center,  I  know  iHiat  it's  like  to  be  number  two*"^  At  that  point,  in 
1973,  Gerald  R,  ("Jerry")  ford's  pla^i^  field  was  even  larger  than  Fielding 
Yost's  enormous  old  stadlm. 
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ijohn  D.  HeCallifln  and  Charles  H*  Pearson,  College  Football  U.S.A.,  1869-1973. 
(New  Yorki    Hall  of  Fame  Publishing  Co.*  Inc. »  1973)  ,  p.  154* — "~  

^''Footballp"  Encyclopiydla  Brltannlea,  IX,  569. 

3Kelth  W.  Janniaon,  ed,,  "Football The  Concise  Eneyclopedla  of  Sports  (New 
York:    Franklin   Watts,    Ine,,    1970),    p.    452-    and   World  Almanac,  198f.~i.  830. 

^Yost^s  and  his  teams'  career  In  Wehiga^  football  before  World  War  11  is  sketched 
from  material  in  The  College  Game  ( Indianapolis i  Bobba-Merrill ,  1974),  pp.  110- 
113,  and  Mervin  D.  H^^an  and  Gordon  S.  White,  Jr.,  Big  Ten_Football  ( New  York* 
MaOTillM,  1977),  pp.  4S-57,  93-113,  and  190-216.  ~~  


SHlchigan's  Hall  of  Fame  members  include  playarsi 


Benjamin  Friedman  (1924-26) 
William  H.  Reston  (1901-04) 
'Benjamin  G.  Oosterbaan  (1925-27) 
Neil  Snow  (1898-1901) 


and  coaches i 


Herbert  0.  (''Frltg")  Crlsler  (1938-47) 
Fielding  Yost  (1900-28) 


Kiomas  D,  Harmon  (1938-40) 

Harry  Klpke  (1921-23) 

Adolph  ("Germany")  Schul^  (1905-08) 

Francis  ("Whitey")  Wistert  (1931-33) 


l.E,  ("Ted*')  Wieman  (1927-28) 


This  data  Is  from  Herbert  Kamn,  The  Junior  Illustrated  Encyclopedia  of  Sports 
( Indianapolis  J    Bobbs^Merrlll,  1970) ,  pp*  301-309.     "  — ^ 

^H^^an  and  Whiter  ©£.  clt. ,  p.  204. 

^Ibid.,  p.  205. 
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The  College  Game.     Indianapolis  1     Bobba^Merrlll ,  1974* 

Detroit  Free  Press,  Gravure  Supplement.  Sunday,   October  30,    1927.     (Stadium  Dedi- 
cation Issue.) 
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Krout,  John    Allen.      "Annala    of    toerlcan    Sport,"    The  Pageant  of  America.  New 
Haveni    Yale  Univeralty  Press,  1929,  ~   — ' — — — 

McCallum,  John    D.,    and    Charles    H,    Pearson.      College  Football  U.S.A.  1869-1973 
New  Yorki     Hall  of  Fame  Publlahlng  Company,  Inc.,  1973.     —  ~ "      "   -  "  

••BUehlgan's  new    football    field,"    Michigan  Alummua,    32,    35    (August    1926),  719- 
722 . 

"Michigan's  new   football    field,"    Michigan  Alummus.    34   (December    1927),  231-234, 

Serfay,  Myron  W.    The  Stadium.  A  TreatlBe  on  the  Design  of  Scadluma  and  their  Equip- 
mjnt.    New  Yorki    American  Inscltute  of  Steel  Conatructlon.^rnc . .  1930.  ^ 
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For  NPi  uM  only 
recdived 
date  ent@fed 


1i  Name 


histerle    Ohio  Stadlm 


arid  or  common 


2.  Location 


•trtat  &  nymb#f 

404  West  17tii  Avmue 

not  for  publication 

city,  town 

— ^  vicinity  of 

statt 

Ohio  wd. 

039 

^^=^  county 

code  049 

3.  Ciassiffioation 

Oatasorif 

Ownarahlp 

Status 

Frasaiit  Use 

district 

^  public 

X  occupied 

 agriculture 

 museum 

bullding(i) 

 privatt 

 unoccupltd 

 commercial 

  park 

structure 

.  both 

 work  in  progress 

 educational 

private  residence 

 site 

Pyblia  Ae^ylalllon 

Jks^asslbla 

fnttnainment 

 religious 

 object 

^  in  proceii 

^    y#s:  rtitricted 

--  -  government 

^  .  scientific 

b#lng  eonsldtrad 

.  .  yes:  unrestricted 

 .  Industrial 

 transportation 

 ^  no 

 ^  military 

^  other.'Athlatics 

4.  Owner  of  Property 


name  Ohio  State  Uhiva^alQr 
street  &  number  WO       Oval  l>r±^m 


city«  town 


Colt^fua 


.  vicinity  of 


state 


Ohio 


5.  Looation  of  Legai  Peseription 


coyrthouset  registry  of  deeds,  etc. 


Ftarfclin  Coimty  Coiffthouae 


street  &  number 


380  S,  street 


city,  town 


Colupbus 


state 


Ohio 


6.  Representation  in  Ixistinq  Surveys   

title  tfational  ^glstg;_pf  fflstoric  Places         ^^^^  property  been  determined  eligible?    .  yes   ^  .  no 

date  1974   federal         state         county   =^  leeal 

depositee  for  survey  records  ^tional  R^igtm  of  Ms  tor  ic  Places,  1100  L  Steeat, 
ctty^town  Waahtagton   ^   state    DC  20013-7127 
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7.  P#scription 


0<liidlll€in  €heek  one  l^haeli  one 

X  flxeellent  deteriorated  unaltered  X    originil  site 

.  g^d  -  -  ruins  -  altered  ^  ,  msved  date 

 fair   ^  unexposed 


ll#sarifett  thm  pr«amt  mn^  sHginal  |if  known)  physical  mppmmtmnmm 


Upon  Its  cQmpletion  In  1922,  Ohio  Stadium  reealved  imsdiate  aeelaim  nationwide 
for  its  architectural  design  and  innQvative  features «  Constructed  of  reinforeed 
eoncreta  on  a  steel  frame ,  the  stadimD  is  built  in  a  double-decked  horseshoe 
design*  It  measures  754»  in  lengthp  597'  in  widths  107*  (at  the  greatest)  in 
height,  and  1/3  mile  in  circumference*  The  stadium,  which  itself  covers  about 
10  acres,   is  the  principal  building  of  a  90-acre  physical   recreation  center. 

Detailed  Description 

The  main  entrance,  which  faces  almost  directly  north  at  the  closed  end  of  the 
stadiiai,  features  an  arch  72«  wide  by  86*  high  with  a  coffered  half  dome  20»  In 
diam'^ter*  Towers  flank  this  main  arch  and  stand  at  the  open  ends  of  the  horse- 
shoe. Those  to  either  side  of  the  main  arch  are  109*  high  and  36'  square*  The 
98'  high  stadium  walls  contain  a  series  of  78  arches,  running  around  the  perim- 
eter on  the  lower  level.  These  are  used  as  entrances!  each  arch  measures  13' 
wide  and  36'  high.  There  are  small  rectangular  openings  on  the  upper  level 
above  each  arch* 

Inside  the  stadima,  56  stairways  and  12  ramps  feed  112.  aisles  serving  the  two 
decks.  The  stadium  was  designed  to  seat  63,000  people,  42,000  on  the  lower  deck 
and  21,000  on  the  upper.     Temporary  seating  increased  the  capacity  to  72,000. 

Ohio  Stadiisn's  architecture  includes  several  Innovative  features.  The  double- 
decked  seating  arrangement  provides  shelter  for  some  spectators  during  inclement 
weather.  The  bowed  aides  of  the  horseshoe  design  permit  a  sweeping  view  of  the 
field  and  the  crowd  and  bring  the  spectators  close  to  the  action,  stimulating 
crowd  participation  and  enthusiasm;  the  closest  seats  are  72*'  away  from  the 
sidelines,  while  the  farthest  are  231'  away* 

The  design  of  the  stadium  provides  enough  space  for  a  regulation-size  oval 
outdoor  track  that  surrounds  the  football  field  and  extends  out  the  stadium' s 
open  end.  Spaces  beneath  the  concrete  seats  furnish  enough  room  for  team 
locker  rooms  (at  the  ends  of  the  stadium)  and  two  80*  by  400'  areas  foi  Indoor 
exhibits. 

Not  long  after  the  stadlmn  was  completed,  temporary  seating  and  portable 
bleachers  (at  the  open  end)  were  added,  increasing  the  stadium* s  capacity  to 
81,000.  (Renumbering  of  seats  after  World  War  II  also  Increased  the  seating 
capacity,)  Standing  room  crowds  have  brought  official  attendance  records  to 
more  than  87,000* 

Ohio  Stadltm's  basic  structure  remains  intact*  Several  changes  have  been  made 
over  time.  On  the  west  side,  the  Stadium  Scholarship  Dormitory,  for  outstanding 
high  schMl  students  in  need  of  financial  aid,  was  built  and  opened  In  1933. 
Glass  panes  were  installed  In  the  entrance  arches  for  protection  from  the 
elMents.  The  four-deck  press  box  on  the  west  side  (added  1950)  Is  the  third 
to  be  situated  there  |  the  original  press  box  on  the  east  side  of  the  stadium 
was  removed  at  an  unknown  date. 
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^^^^^mtow  w^rt3^^\t  thm  Mlm  emtraQco  tn  1949  for  university  patsraa^l  mnd 


thm  prMi*  ArtlflelAl  turf  wu  laid  daim  In  1970  mi^  lights  for  Intradural 
aporti  Mra  addad  In  197i*  fha  lo^r  iioaa  mra  mnit  raoantly  laaQdalad  In 
if6J»  fha  r«€«ntly  somplatad  asorabdard  and  Jaasa  Ovana  Itemrlal  Plasa  are  tha 
lataat  addltlona.  Tha  baale  a%tarlor  appaaranea  of  eha  atadlrap  howavar, 
raaalna  asaantlallf  unchangad  froa  tha  original  daalgn. 


Footnota 

^fhla  daacrlptlon  la  an  adltad  varalon  of 
of  Hlacorle  Flaoaa  nmlnatlon  fora» 


that  appaarlng  In  tha  National  Raglster 
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prffhlitorie 
1400-1498 
1 500-1 5i9 
160O-1699 
170^1799 
.  180CN1899 
190O- 


ArMs  of  tltRlfieaneA^tisali  aad  Juallfy  hmlmw 


•r€heel@gy«pr#hlstorl€ 
•r€h8@i@sy*hist9rie 
•grl^yUure 
«rehlta€fur« 
art 

esmmarse 
esmmunlcBtlsnt 


eammunlty  planning 

€dnt#rvatl©n 

•eenomiet 

aduaatlsn 

•nginaering 

axptoratien  tattiamenf 

Invantlsfi 


landiGape  arehiteetura 
law 

literatyra 
military 
muale 
phifoiophy 
politiei  govammant 


•paaiffic  dalaa  1921-22 


Builtfar  Arahltaat  Ito^^  D^dght 


rangfon 
SGianea 
SQUlptyra 
ao€i€l 

Nymanltarlar« 
thaatar 

trans^rtatlon 
. athar  Capaet^) 


Stalamant  ef  SlgfiifflaaMa  (In  Ma  paragraph) 


The  dealgQ  far  the  Ohio  BtBdtum^  hy  university  srehlteec  Howard  Diflght  Smithy 
mm  an  ©utstaading  aehimv^ent*     Built  In  It  was   thm  largest  stadlim 

west  of  the  AppalaehiaQS  and  the  first  horsashoa-shapad  doublm-daek  stadltm  In 
the  Unitad  States*  The  teeriean  Institute  of  i^chltaets  awarded  telch  a  gold 
medal  in  1921  for  "exoellenea  in  publie  worlu"  beoause  of  his  isagiaatlva 
design «  Spaaifioalljt  the  stadlw  combined  the  bast  feaCuras  of  the  straight^ 
sided »  open^emded  Harvard  Stadium  and  tha  ourved  and  closed  Yale  Bowl^  the  two 
paoe-satting  strndiiraa  of  the  first  deoadaa  of  the  20th  oenCury« 

Home  of  Ohio  Stata  Univeiraity's  football  luokeyes,  slnoe  Oetobar  21,  1922,  when 
it  was  formally  dadieatad  at  tha  OSU^Wohigu  grae,  Ohio  Stadium  has  baen  the 
home  gridiron  of  several  Heisman  Trophy  lAmaf s  and  ntaarous  "Big  Tea"  ohrapion*- 
ship  ud  national  ehupionshlp  teams.  Traek  imortal  Jasse  Owens  is  tha  bast 
kaown  of  the  Olympia  track  stars  from  Ohio  State  who  have  raeed  on  the  traek 
that  surrounds  the  at^iim's  football  playing  field  »1 

History 

Ohio  Stadiim  replaced  the  overarowded  grandstands  of  Ohio  Fields  where  Ohio 
State  football  teams  had  played  since  189S,  After  the  university  Joined  the 
Western  ("Big  Ten")  Conference  la  1912*  its  football  teams  gained  national 
prominence  by  i^nning  3  confereace  champioashlps  ia  S  seasons  (1916*  1917, 
and  1920) .  Spectators  packed  the  grandstands  borderlpg  Woodruff  and  High 
Streets  to  watch  Coach  joha  W.  Wilce  aad  the  Buckeyes  in  action.  It  became 
evident  that  a  aew  stadiim  was  needed  to  meet  the  cluoring  demand  for  tickets. 

Flaas  for  a  new  stadiis  were  announced  in  1919.  Ohio  StadiiA  was  to  be  the 
mala  building  of  a  90^acre  physical  recreation  area  west  of  Heil  Avenue  and 
east  of  the  Oleataagy  River.  The  plan,  which  included  practice  fields  and 
teaals  courts,  was  in  kaapiig  irtth  the  national  college  slogan  for  physical 
fitaess  during  World  War         "Everybody  in  the  gme.** 

Because  no  sources  of  public  fundiag  were  available,  it  was  necessary  to  finance 
the  63,000^8eat  stadim,  which  cost  |1,9  million,  entirely  by  public  subscript 
tloa  and  by  profits  earned  from  latercolleglate  athletic  events  at  Ohio  State. 
The  university's  almai,  the  public  in  Ohio  generally,  and  the  citizens  of 
Columbus  rallied   to  the   cause,   which  was   a  major  undertaking   for  a  city  of 
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less  than  250*000.  Although  skepCles  quesClonsd  i^ether  the  university  would 
ever  fill   thm    stsdlm,  most   people   were    eaught  up  In  tha  general  enthusiasm. 

October  18-23,  1920*  was  proclaimed  Stadium  Week  andj  in  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try* newspapers  publiolied  the  projeet.  The  proposed  stadium  was  the  cover 
story  and  subject  of  a  23-page  spraad  in  The  Architectural  Record.^  In  ColimbuSp 
there  were  special  stadl  editions  of  local  newspapers ,  parades ,  billboards  *  and 
speeches  and  music  in  front  of  the  Statehouse. 


Construction  was  begun  in  August  1921,  and  the  stadlm  was  virtually  completed  in 
September  1922.  Football  and  track  squads  began  practicing  on  the  field  and 
track  as  the  wooden  seats  were  being  set  up.  .  Dedication  ceremonies,  before  a 
capacity  crowd  of  71*385,  were  held  October  21,  1922.  Just  before  the  Ohio  State- 
Michigan  game  (which  Ohio  State  unfortunately  lost) #3 

Ohio  Stadiian's  first-season  attendance,  nevertheless,  more  than  doubled  the 
season  attendance  for  Ohio  Field  during  the  previous  year*  Subsequently*  Ohio 
Stadium  has  often  led  the  nation  in  season  attendance  for  college  football;  in 
the  last  33  years*  Ohio  State  has  held  this  distinction  21  times. 

Undoubtedly,  this  has  been  largely  because  Ohio  State's  teams  have  compiled  an 
outstanding  record  in  intercoilegiate  play*  leading  the  "Big  Ten**  all-time 
standings  in  percentage  of  games  won  (nearly  721).  Ohio  State  has  captured  or 
tied  for  the  "Big  Ten"  championship  23  times  since  it  Joined  the  conference  in 
1912.  Since  1947*  when  the  "Big  Ten**  entered  Its  pact  to  play  In  the  Rose  Bowl, 
Ohio  State  has   played   In   the  New  Year's  Day  classic  no  fewer   than  11  times.* 

Ohio's  teams  have  been  led  by  exceptional  coaches  and  have  included  outstanding 
players.  The  most  noted  of  the  coaches  have  beeni  Howard  W*  Jones  (1910)*  John 
W.  Wilce  (1913-28),  Francis  A.  Schmidt  (1934-40)  [all  three  elected  to  the  Foot- 
ball Hall  of  Fme]*  Paul  Irovm  (1941-43)  Carroll  Wlddoes  (1944-45)*  and  W. 
Woodrow  ("Woody**)  Hayes  (1951-78).^ 

The  university's  football  greats  include  those  elected  to  the  Football  Hall  of 
Fame  —  Charles  W.  ("Chic")  Harley  (fullback,  1916-19)*  Wesley  (*'Wes")  E.  Fesler 
(end,  1928-30)*  anl  Les  Horvath  (quarterback,  halfback,  1940-42*  1944)  —  Heiaman 
Trophy  winners  Horvath  (1944)*  Vic  Janowicz  (1950),  Howard  ( *'Hopalong")  Cassady 
(1955),  and  tochle   Griffin  (1974,   1975)   —  and  a  total   of    76  Ml-Amer leans 
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Sports,  hQweverp  even  Ohl©  Scaca  football,  kaow  their  spsetasular  moments  of 
dafeatp  even  defeat  snatched  from  the  jaws  of  victory ^  as  wall  as  triumph-  Ohio 
Stadlimi  was  witness  to  what  one  author  "  probably  a  Notre  Dome  partisan  "  has 
called  "without  doubt  the  most  thrilling  college  game  of  all  time  between 
Notre  Dame    and    Ohio    State    on    November    2,    1935."      Continuing    the    account  i 

Ohio  State's  Btadium  held  a  whopping  81,000,  and  none  of  them  could  believe 
their  eyeSa 

Ohio  State  led  13  to  0  at  the  start  of  the  fourth  quarter.  Striking  quickly, 
Notre  Damej  with  ^dy  Filney  running  and  passing,  scored  two  touchdowns. 
But  they  missed  both  conversion  attempts  and  the  Buckeyes  clung  to  a  13-12 
lead  as  the  game  entered  its  last  ninety  seconds. 

Pllney,  hemed  In  while  trying  to  pass  on  Ohio  State's  4l^yard  lines  broke 
loose  through  the  middle  and  dashed  to  the  19.  But  Filney  was  not  able  to 
continue.  He  was  carried  off  the  field,  and  It  seemed  that  the  last 
Irish  spark  had  burned  out.  Then  thirty  seconds  later  Bill  Shakespeare 
threw  a  pass  over  the  goal  line.  Notre  Dame  end  Wayne  Mllner  appeared 
from  a  group  of  Ohio  State  defenders,  caught  the  ball,  and  made  a  touchdown 
for  football's  most  drmatic  victory-^ 

In  addition  to   Its  architectural   Importance   and   Its   association  with   the  Ohio 
State  Buckeyes,    the    Ohio    Stadium   hosts    a    variety    of    university  activities 
Including  other    sports    events,    classes »    dance    festivals,    pageants,    and  the 
university's  commencement  exercises. 

The  Jesse  Owens  Track  Classic,  now  In  Its  third  year,  bids  to  become  one  of  the 
stadium's  most  noteworthy  events.  The  plaza  and  the  meet  coBmemorate  Owens' 
spectacular  accompli slments  while  at  Ohio  State  (1933-35)  and  on  the  U.S.  Olympic 
team  In  Berlin  (1936).®  Two  other  Ohio  State  track  stars  are  numbered  In  past 
Olympic  history  I  Hal  Whitfield  (800-meter  winner  in  1948  and  1952)  and  Glenn 
Davis  (400'-meter  hurdles  In  1956)*^ 


Footnotes 

iThls  statement  of  significance  is  a  revision  of  the  National  Register  of  Historic 
Places  nomination  form  id.th  additional  material  from  the  chapter  "The  Stadium  and 
Its  Aftemath,'*  In  Jmes  E.  Pollard,  Ohio  State  Athletics  1879=1959  ( Columbus i 
Ohio  State  University  Athletic  Department  ,  19 59)^,  ^p.  117-130. 

^Howard  Dwlght  Smith,  "The  Stadium  at  Ohio  State  University,"  The  Architectural 
Record  (October  1920),    pp.  1-23. 
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14  (Hovmbar  ltia}p  pp.  2*8* 


MspiM  De£««tp"  Ohio  State  Umiverii ty  Itepthly . 


^th#0e  statistics  hava  baaa  oospilad  iwom  thm  World  AlMBae  and  frM  figures  in  the 
Official  Football  Prograag  Ohio  State  Buokayas  vs*  HiehigaB,  Ohio  StadiM,  Hovcaber 
17^  1984  (eoluabuss  Ziaaerman  ai^  I^oaard,  IWm^  19843.  pb,  8.  33.  aad  70, 

^Ibid..  p*  45. 

^md,,  p.  78. 

^Hertert  Kam,   

Merrill.  1970) »  pp. 


TOa^uBior  Illustrated  iBgyolo^dia  of  Sports    (ladianapoliss  Bobbs- 


^Jwes  E*  Pollardp  o£.  oit>,  pp«  i83«li4^  OveBs'  greatest  perforuBoe  tefore  the 
Ol^pios^  iromically,  ms  not  oa  his  hoM  Ohio  State  traek  liut  at  a  meet  at  the 
UBivarsity  of  lUohigaB  on  May  25 ^  1935 «  Ib  a  little  i^re  tfcum  2  hours,  he  broka 
three  vorld  reeords  (220-yard  daahs  220*yard  lov  hurdles^  aad  the  broad  Juap)  and 
tied  a  fourth  (lOO^^yard  dasb)# 

^Ibid*,  pp.  183*188 p  19$,  Other  Ohio  State  athletes p  it  should  he  Boted,  have  takea 
part  1b  the  Olympios.  Their  atUetia  aotivities  while  at  the  uBiversity  took  plane 
alsawhere  ob  the  oampus«    See  Jaaes  E.  Pollards  op*  oit for  details. 


166 


257 

EKLC 


9s  Bibii@si'8phio^§  ^#f®gcnijgs 

SEE  aONTIMUATION  SHEIT 


10>  Qwaraphiaal  Data 


UTMI 


in 


QuMrangIs  teste 


^|1,7| 
G  111?  I 


I^Ui^UiO  »0i  l4  |4  I2  ,9  |7>8|0| 

Easting  NeHhli^ 

l3|2i7lSiS  iol  |4  i4  I2  |9  is  a  iO  1 

'    '    i   1    .    .  I  I    ,    i  , 


I3  la  ,7  Is  19  IQ  I  U  14  b  iS  |7  1^  m  | 

Z©n«     Easting  Northing 

'3l^'7U  i7  ,n|  U  id  la  ,Q  1^  I 

'   '    '   '   i   I    I  I   '   I    '   I  j_L 


¥«ffM  toyManr  MmHiiIIm  M  JusimeatlM 

Only  the  stadlw  strysture  Itself, 


UsI  all  mtmtmm  Md  aoyittlAS  for  pr#0«rti«B  ttv«rtappifig  stsl#  ©r  seunly  bdundaritts 

ce^  county    cods 


 gQunty  cods 


lis  Form  Pr#par®d  By 

Of^ntotion  History  Division,  Kational  Park  Bmrvlam      dsts  April  198^ 

StfstanMmbtP       1100  L  Street,  HW  tslsBhons            C2Q2)J  34J^8165 

€Hy  ortolan  Washington   DC  2QD13-.7127 

12s  Stata  Historic  Presarvation  OWicar  Cartificatlon 

Ttis  svslustsd  signHlosne*  Of  this  propsrty  withfnihs  ststs  isi 
^   ^„  nstlonsi  __  ststs  l^sl 


f*«?i2?*^"***^ M^W^rte  Prsssrvstion  Qfftcsr  for  ths  Nstlonsi  Historic  Prsssrvstien  Act  of  I9€a  (Fubile  Uw  ag- 
ass),  I  hsfsby  nomlnats  this  proprnftf  for  Inclusion  In  tha  NstionsI  Raglstsr  sntf  certify  that  it  has  eson  ovstuatod 
aaeording  to  tha  oritaria  and  prooadyraa  sat  forth  by  tha  Nstimsl  Park  Saivioa 


Stata  MIstorlo  Pfasafvstlon  Qffiotr  stgnatura 
titfa 


data 


For  Nra  iMaon^ 

I  hafahy  mtify  Mt  tttia  pra^ty  la  Inoludsd  In  ttia  Pistlonal  Mglstsr 


dsts 


roflhaNatjoMlRa^v 


253 


ERIC 


United  States  Smpmwtmmnt  ef  %Hm  Int^rlGr 
National  Parte  ^rv^ 

National  Raglstar  off  Historio  Piaoi 
lnvontonf--Momination  Form 


OdfilimMlofi  ifiatl 


ItMintsfiber 


Blbl logy aphy 

Columbus  Dlgpsteh  Sunday  togazlne*    SepCembar  3^  1972. 

Dumont,  William  P.    "luckeya  Battleground  Ready Ohio  State  University  Monthly, 
14  (Oatober  1922),  pp.  2-6^  ^        "    ' 

Kam,  Herbert.    The  Junlqg  Illustrated  Enoyolopedla  of  Sports.    Indianapolis i 
Bobbs-Herrlll ,  1970.  "  ~ 

HeCalltm,  John  D.|    and    Charles  H.   Pearson.     Collage  Football  U.S.A.  1869-^1973 > 
New  York:  Hall  of  Fame  Publishing  Company p  Inc.^,  1973." 

"Ohio  Stadium^  a  Double^DaGk  Steel  and  Conerate  Horseshoe,"  Engineering  NewS'-Jegord 
89^  16  (October  19*  1922),  640-644*   

Paulyi  Karl    B.      ''Dedication    Glorious    Despite    Defeat,"      Ohio  State  University 
Monthly,  14  ( November  1922),  pp*  2-8,  ~  ~ 

Pollard,  James  E.     History  of  the  Ohio  State  UBlverslty.     Columbus:     Ohio  State 
University  Press,  1952. 

 •    Ohio  State  Athletics  1879-1959.    Columbus;    Ohio  State 


University  Athletic  Departeent,  1959. 

Smith,  Howard  Dwlght.     "The  Ohio  Stadima  at  Ohio  State  University,"  Architectural 
Record .    October  1920,  pp.  1-23. 

The  Official  Football  ProgrMi,  OhiQ  State  Buckeyes  vs.  Michigan,  Ohio  jtadltm, 
November  17,  1984.    Columbus ;  Zimmeman  and  Leonard,  Inc.,  1984. 


168 


Ohio  stadium^  Columbus,  Ohio 
Northwast  Columbus  Quadrangle  ^^^j^ 
UTM  Refereiicesi 

A    17/327  500/4429  780  ^"^^"-^ 

B    17/327  690/4429  760 

C    17/327  660/4429  530 

D    17/327  470/4429  560 


ROAD  CLASSjFICATlON 

-  Lfght  duty  -~ 

-  Unimppsved  dirt  >  =  ^  ,  ,  ^  ^  ^  , 
ntifitite  Rouji           U  S  Routi  %\m  Routt 


iRDS 
•2092 

3N  REQUEST 


NORTHWEST  COLUMBUS,  OHIO 

N40DO^wa300/7.5 


l69 


DMA  4364  ll  SB^SERIES  Vi53 


200 

o 

ERIC 


I  Nsflh  Eltviiien,  Is  ilili  ffnilfflni  the  erifiBil  lEhtng  gf  u^mm  jyiiiii  EenffilfiJ  tifhim!  |i||Mtiri  li  ihewn.  Mmi  Isuth  Eleyitls 

|gakjn|  im  ilie  "bsnfiliSSi" 


Rindtring  from  arghitiet  HQwird 
Dwight  Smith* i  "Thi  Ohio  Itadlum 
at  Ohio  Stati  tJnivarsityr  The 
Arghitagtural  Record  (OatQbir"l920) , 


ERIC 


261 


171 


lip,  10'91'84 


Unltdd  States  DepaFtment  off  the  Interior 
National  Park  Servlee 

National  Register  of  Historio  Plaoes 
inveiitory^Nonnination  Form 

Set  lnitPU€tion§  In  How  to  Qomplmtm  Nstiona!  Rmgl^tm  Forms 
Type  alt  entries — camplett  appMcable  sections   

1 .  Name 


Per  NPS  ut«  only 

rooelved 
date  enterBd 


hlitorle 


Butlar  Fieldhouae 


and  or  common  Hinkle  Fialdhouse 


2.  Loaation 


Butler  University  Campus 
itrtet  &  nymber49th  gt.  and  Boulevard  PI. 


not  for  pubileatign 


eityi  town 


Indimnapolis 


vielnlty  of 


•tale 


Indiana 


codt 


eounty  Marion 


code 


3.  Oiassifieation 


0«i#Qenf 

_  dIstHet 
bulldlng(s) 

^  structure 

.  ^slte 

 object 


Ownership 

.  pybllo 
^  private 
 .  both 

Public  Aaquisition 

 in  process 

b#ing  considered 


Status 

 occuplid 

unoocunled 

 work  in  progrees 

Aoeessibie 
^  yeii  reitrlcttd 

 yes;  unrestricted 

 ^  no 


Prasent  Umm 

agriculture 
commercial 

 ^  educational 

.  —  entertainrntnt 

=  government 

_  industrial 
 ^  military 


museum 
park 

private  residence 

religious 
— .  scientific 
=^  transportation 

Another!  raGreation 


4m  Owner  of 


Butler  Uni varsity 


Street  &  number  4600  Sunset  Avanue 


city,  town 


Indianapolis 


vicinity  of 


Sm  Location  of  Legai  Pescription 

courthouse,  registry  of  deeds,  etc.    Marion  County  Recorder's  Office 

street  &  number   721  City-county  Building 

Indianapolis 


city,  town 


6.  Representation  in  Existing  Surveys 


itatt  Indiana  46204 


title  National  Register  of  Historic  Plages  has  this  property  been  determined  ellglbfe?   yes   _ ,_  no 

date  August  19,   1983  federal  state  county    .  .local 


depositOfy  for  survey  records    National  Register  of  ^jn±r 

Washington 


city,  town 


1T2 


state    DC  20240 


264 


ERIC 


7,  P^seription 


<SttMk  Me  QhMk  mm 

ifttf  rioratffd  uneltered         ^   origmal  site 

ruins  iltered  moved  date 


biecrlfca  ttw  m^smI  m4  iwlflnal  |lf  known)  physical  appesrsnce 

U^le  Flsldnousa  Is  adjacent  to  49th  Straat  In  the  norcheasc  porclon  of  the  campus  of 
Butler  Unlversitj^  between  49th  and  52th  Streets,  Boulevard  Place,  and  the  Central  Canal. 
It  has  a  rectangular  plaUp  brick  walls ,  and  a  three-^staga  monitor  roof  supported  by  an 
ar^ad  steal  truss  system.  The  bulldl^  lies  on  an  east-west  axis  with  the  gable  ends 
facing  those  directions 

The  aaiu  facade  Is  the  south  wall  where  the  entry  gates  are  located.  The  south  wall 
rests  upon  a  poured  concrete ,  beveled  fQundatlon.  The  brick  walls  are  appro%isately 
three  stories  high  from  grade  to  the  parapet.  The  facade  is  divided  vertically  Into  22 
bays  by  decorative  buttresses,  ^e  pointed  stone  buttress  caps  project  slightly  above 
the  parapet  level.    The  parapet  has  stone  coping. 

The  south  wall  Is  pierced  by  eight  entry  gates;  Gates  1,  2,  and  3  occupy  the  three 
westemaost  baysi  Gates  4  and  5,  the  two  center  bays|  and  Gates  6,  7,  and  8,  the  three 
eaaternnost  bays.  Above  each  door  is  a  tall  round^areh  window  with  steel  muntins  and 
framei  the  arches  have  limestone  keystones  and  springstones.  The  gate  bays  are  further 
accented  with  decorative  brick  panels  chat  rise  several  feet  above  the  parapet  and  have 
octagonal  center  tablets  and  accented  buttresses.  The  bays  between  the  gates  each  have  a 
pair  of  ground-^level  id>ndows.  A  stone  string  course  encircles  the  building  between  the 
first  and  seaond-^story  levels.  Every  bay  has  a  pair  of  metal  frame  windows  at  the  thlrd^ 
fl,oor  level. 

The  north  facade  is  generally  similar  to  the  south  facade.  It  has  the  same  number  of 
bays  and  buttresses.  The  bays  are  Identical ,  but  with  no  entry  gates.  Because  of  the 
sloping  grade,  the  poured  concrete  basement  is  eKposed  with  pairs  of  windows  in  each  bay. 
There  is  a  pair  of  windows  in  each  bay  at  the  ground^floor  level  eKcept  in  the  two  central 
bays^  which  are  blind.  The  eastenmost  bay  has  three  metal  flush  doors  and  the  second 
bay  has  been  altered  with  the  addition  of  an  overhead  garage  door.  The  seventh  and 
eighth  bays  from  the  west  end  have  single  added  doors  with  concrete  platforms  and  stairs. 
A  brick  saokestack  Is  directly  behind  the  two  central  bays.  The  north  facade  also  has  a 
course  of  third^floor^level  windows. 

The  east  facade  is  a  round^arch  gable  end  approKlmately  si%  stories  high.  It  is  nine 
bays  wide.  The  bays  are  divided  by  but treses.  The  buttress  caps  project  above  the  stone 
coping  on  the  parapet.  On  the  ground  floor  the  two  southern  and  northernmost  bays  have 
large  steel*^framed  windows.  The  ne^t  bay  on  each  side  has  twin  metal^flush  doors  wlrh  a 
single  window  above.  The  center  bay  has  four  windows ,  two  above  and  two  below*  Thy  bay 
south  of  the  center  is  identical  to  the  central  bay.  The  bay  north  of  the  central  bay 
has  two  lower  windows  and  one  upper.  The  third^floor  level  has  rectangular  steel^framed 
i^ndows  in  each  bay.  The  parapet  line  established  on  the  north  and  south  facades  continues 
ad  a  stone  string  course.  The  gable  windows  increase  in  height  toward  the  central  bay^ 
which  hai;  a  window  three  times  the  height  of  the  smaller  windows.  The  end  gable  bays  are 
too  short  to  accomodate  windows. 

The  west  wall  is  identical  to  the  east  facade  above  the  third-^floor  level.  A  2^story 
brick  id.ng|  however,  is  attached  to  its  lower  floors.  The  wing  houses  a  soiall  gym  and  a 
swining  pool.  It  is  five  bays  deep  and  nine  bays  wide.  The  bays  of  the  wing  also  have 
buttresses  and  large  steel^frane  %Andows.  The  Endows  on  the  north  facade  are  blocked  up 
with  glased  tile  blocks  as  are  the  three  northern  windows  on  the  west  side.  The  two  end 
bays  of  the  southern  facade  have  single  metal  doors.    The  wing's  roof  is  flat. 
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The  rooi  oi  Urn  ij.exai»ou.e  ib  covered  with  aaphait  .hlniieB.  it  la  built  In  tkr.e  .tagea 
irtth  glazed  monitor  ribbona  between  each  stage.  The  flrat  (lower)  stage  la  ateeply 
pitched.  The  aecond  (middle)  stage  Is  allghtly  pitched.  The  third  (too)  atage  la  the 
two-sided  gable  apex. 

The  central  part  of  the  Interior  space  of  the  fleldhouse  accommodatea  the  99'  by  50' 
(NCAA  regulation-size)  wooden  basketball  court,  which  la  surrounded  on  all  four  sldeB  by 
three  tiers  of  stands .  The  main  floor  stands  (the  first  tier)  are  made  of  wood  and  are 
not  permanent.  The  floors  are  poured  concrete,  as  are  the  ramps  and  upper  two  tiers  of 
stands.  The  seats  are  painted  wooden  planks  fixed  to  the  concrete  steps.  The  framework 
for  the  stands,  ramps,  and  roof  are  all  exposed  painted  steel  girders.  The  corrugated 
oetal  roof  sheathing  la  also  expoaad  to  view.  The  Interior  walla  are  clad  with  brown 
glazed  brick. 

The  entryways  from  the  south  facade  gates  are  guarded  by  glaaed  tile  block  ticket  offices 
Several  painted  concrete  block  offices  and  classrooms  have  been  tucked  under  the  main 
floor  stands  on  the  east  end.  The  area  under  the  stands  on  the  wast  end  is  cordoned  off 
by  chain-link  fencing.  This  enclosed  section  serves  as  an  athletic  practice  area. 
Behind  and  under  the  standa  Is  a  wide  open  walkway  which  encircles  the  stands.  Within 
this  area  are  maintenance  offices,  drinking  fountains,  and  trophy  cases. 

The  fleldhouse  is  Illuminated  by  natural  light  from  the  monitor  roof  windows  and  the 
graduated  windows  in  the  gable  ends.  Electrical  lights  suspended  from  the  celllnB  with 
metal  shades,  provide  artificial  illumination. 

The  hardwood  basketball  court  is  removable.  The  end  lines  are  on  the  north  and  south 
aides.  The  original  court  ran  east  and  west.  It  was  changed  In  1933  to  accommodate  more 
seating  and  to  eliminate  the  problem  of  sunlight  from  the  west  blinding  the  eyes  of  the 
players.  The  late  afternoon  sun  streaming  through  the  large  west  end  windows  created  a 
Blind  spot  for  players  moving  westward  on  the  court. 

The  wing  may  be  entered  from  inside  the  fieldhouse;  It  contains  the  swimming  pool  In  the 
northern  half,  and  the  practice  gymnaaium,  in  the  southern  half.  Subterranean  areas  of 
the  wing  accomodate  locker  facilities  and  mechanical  rooms. 

Despite  minor  changes,  the  historical  integrity  of  this  structure  remains  largely  intact 
It  continues  to  serve  as  the  home  of  the  Butler  University  "Bulldogs."  seating,  by  veteran 
eoaeh  Tony  Hlnkle's  count,  15,062  for  basketball  games. 


Footnote 


iThis  description  is  an  edited  version  of  that  appearing  in  the  National  Register  of 
Historic  Places  nomination  form  (prepared  in  1982).  as  verified  by  on-site  Insoectlon 
in  December  1984. 
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•pMlfle  dates 


1927-28 


Builder  Arehileat   Femor  Spancer  Cannon 


._  Invention 


theater 

.  transportation 
other  (apeoify) 

Cbaskatball) 


Stalamsnt  of  Slgnifioanoa  (in  ona  paragraptil 

Bucl^r  Fleldhouse  Is  the  aarllesc  of  Che  major  collega  fleldhoyseSp  whichp  along  with 
rules  Qhanges  that  made  for  a  faster  game,  transformed  college  basketball  In  the  lace 
1920s  and  1930s,  These  great  fleldhouses  replaced  the  "tiny  bo^aike  floors  of  the 
1920s y  where  the  players  often  wound  up  In  the  fans'  laps."i  The  burgeoning  popularity 
of  the  college  game  crested  the  demands  Butler  also  provided  a  perfect  forum  for  the 
finals  of  the  Indiana  State  high  school  tournament ^  one  of  the  most  active  In  the  country 
and  naclonally  noted  for  the  "Hoosler  Hysteria"  It  annually  provokes. 

One  of  the  more  authoritative  sources  on  basketball^  tfllllam  G.  Mokray,  in  his  Encyclopedia 
of  Basketball,  has  described  the  game  In  Indiana  as  follows i 

While  many  states  insist  that  basketball  In  their  areas  is  the  bestp  It  Is  generally 
said  that  Indiana  holds  that  distinction.  The  Hoosler  State's  762  high  schools  play 
to  12  million  spectators  every  year  (twice  that  of  Pennsylvania,  the  next  highest), 
while  the  annual  Indiana  state  tournament  attracts  1-1/2  million  more  fans  through 
its  district  and  regional  eliminations ,  which  then  lead  to  the  finals  in  the  Butler 
University  field  house  In  Indianapolis, 

Further  evidence  of  Indiana's  frenzied  Interest  In  the  game  Is  evidenced  by  several 
undeniable  facts.  In  some  towns,  citizens  cannot  purchase  a  season  ticket  for  home 
games  until  some  fan  dies  or  changes  residence.  The  nation's  largest  high  school 
gymnasium  is  located  in  Elkhart  and  it  seats  8,284  spectators.  Centre  Grove  high 
school,  which  is  located  In  a  township  of  36  square  miles  and  has  no  post  office, 
has  an  enrollment  of  only  257  students  but  boasts  a  gym  that  seats  4,000.2 

From  the  time  of  its  construction  until  the  late  1960s,  the  Butler  Fleldhouse  was  well- 
known  throughout  Indiana  as  the  largest  Indoor  sports  facility  in  the  State.  In  Its 
history,  millions  of  Hoosiers  have  used  the  building  for  recreation,  entertainment, 
civic,  religious,  and  political  functions,  as  well  as  sporting  events.  As  late  as  1981 
it  was  the  eleventh  largest  Division  I  (HCM)  basketball  arena  In  the  nation,  and  it  la 
the  oldest  of  these|  It  is  still  the  largest  at  any  private  institution. 


By  the  time  basketball  began  to  achieve  its  great  popularity  In  the  early  1920s,  it  had 
taken  firm  root  In  the  Midwest.  This  was  no^^ere  more  the  case  than  in  Indiana,  Colleges, 
as  well  as  nearly  every  high  school,  had  organised  teams,  Butler  University,  although  a 
small  private  Institution,  developed  an  escellent  tem,  which  won  the  Min's  Amateur 
Athletic  Union  National  Championship  In  1924,3 
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States  Da^artatmi  ef  Mm  IntMtor 
NattoiMl  Parti  SwviM 

NatiMial  R«glst«r  ef  HIstorle  Places 


"^""^^^g        planning  itm  aove  kwom  a  ctowdeJ  jowntown 
c«pui  to  le.  pMSMt  .paelou.  facllleia.  In  wh«t  »«■  then  known  Falt»llwl«k? 

Sml^ad  t*?.'  «  lutlar  „d  m  indl/aa.  fo*  Jt 

penltted  the  planning  of  a  spaelouB  facility  for  the  rlgina  Boott  and  an  <He-i 
•attlng  for  tha  Stata*.  high  ■ehool  ba.keeball  eournaaent..      ^  ^ 

indlanapolla  architece,  dealgned  the   Butler  rieldhouse 
°'         ««unlty.  being  ln.tr^nt.1  in  fo^^  'h^ 
Indiana  Society    of   Archieeot.   and   other   arehltactural   ofganlsationa.     The  ^tler 

UllnllT  nrlJ?A  ^"J*"'  e8Vabll.hed  from  tSe 

prf«KlF  becauea  lea  Innovative   conatructlon  technique,  allowed  15.000 
people  CO  view  eventa  irtthout  interference  froa  poaca  or  plllara. 

SK«ti^S^««J°°  }°  "•Whou.e  1-edlately  brought  Statewide  and  national 

f  -w  unlveralty.  hut  to  Indiana  ba.ketball.     lutler'a  tern 

HfL*?!;*»°"*'«'*  eh«pion  that  year.  In  the  flwt  ga>e  at  the  fleldKou.e.  Butle? 
fhf  *  Oa-Sp  the  national  chmplon  the  previoua  year.    Alao.   fro«  I'sM  oS 

Ithlfll  -"e   of  «aJor  Indiana  high  achool  and  National  Collegiate 

Athletic  Aaaoclaeion  baaketball  activities,  with  the  exception  of  World  Bar  11  the 
JnfifthelSe.  ^«urn"ent  cha-plonahlp.  wire  held  In  tSe  Seldhoiae 

fi  f  "HooBier  Hysteria-  that  accompaniaa  the  State  high  aehool 

baaketball  tourna«ent  ia  probably  unequal^  outaide  Indiana;  an  underatandinrorthla 

::t^\1e';nd^^n1pl^^r"^^  ^'^"^  Fieldhouae ^iB'SllfknowS 

Si,S?f"°^"  baafcertall.  the  fleldhouae  has  been  the  alte  of  many  other  Important 

iSJrind  194of  held  herein  Se 

ill^l  f       "  haa  been  the  .ite  of  profesaioaal  teonia  toura.  marathon  bicycle 

•  ;  «'V"-  fleldhouse   also   evolved   into   an   unofficial  conveSJon 

^uHJT  Bo^iA  -^^/"f' f "f«  r  *»P«"*^«  «"y  <»«  Prealdential  candidate."  and 
B?iiW4      4..         V  •«*  leaders,  including  auch  prominene  flgurea  as  Hendell  L 

°-       ^«*«^  °- 

IfcwnJ*?^^?""  served,  to  some  extent,  as  a  prototype  for  other  large  modem 
D^Snl  Llf-    "'V         "i"  initially  setting  it  apart  as  a  unique  structui" 

SSrtv  b«ke%b?ll  "'r  *f  '  aports.  parti- 

P^iri^  -V  "  »*  ',,,  In  if 65  ItB  name  was  changed  to  Hinkle  Fieldhouae.  in  honor  of 
Paul  D.  Tony  Hinkle,  who  coached  at  Butler  University  for  nearly  50  yeara  with 
^'\!^'\  *»^°°  victories    to  his    credit.    632   of   th«.   in  baBkfSS 

coachrt  the  D.S.  All-star  basketball  te«,  against  the  U.S.S.if  te^.  and  l"  a  ^b^r 
of  the  Jamea  Naiamith.  Helms  Foundation,  and  Indiana  Basketball  hail,  of  faa^  In 

1«L  L/m^  .^""""^  Collegiate  Basketball  Coaches  AaBociatlon'a  highes! 

amrd  for  hia  contributions  to  the  s^rt.  » 
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^miliaa  G.  Hokraf  p  Runrnld  EncyclQpedlm  q£  Basfcefeball  (Mew  Yefki  Eonald  FtasSp  1962) , 
p.  1—15* 

^Hokra^p  SS«  p»  7*^1* 

3j9ha  HaCallump  Collage  Basketball y  W.S.A,^  ainee  1892  (Haw  Yerki  Stalti  &  Day, 
1978) p  p*  43p 


lf7 

269 

o 

ERIC 


0.  Major  BibliographiearReferenoes 

SEE  CONTINUATION  SHEET 

10.  Geographieal  Data 

Acreage  of  nomlnittd  prop#Fty  _ -3.201._  appTOMimat-eiy 

Qua€irangl#  name IndianapoliB  West  Ouadfanglt  nmalm  li24.Q0Q 


UT  M  References 
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V«rbal  bountfanf  dvyaription  anil  justification 

SEE  CONTimJATION  SIffiET 


List  all  statas  and  eountias  for  propartlas  avarlappini  state  or  county  boyndarlaa 

  code   county 


code 


jWe    code  county 


coda 


1 1  ■  Form  Prepared  By 


name/tlti# 


James  H,  Charlaton.  Historian 


Ofganliation  History  Division,  National  Park  Service       date  nr^^^>s^r   

atreat  li  number   1100  L  Straat,  NW                                          ttiephone  ^202)  34^^ftlA^ 

city  or  town   Washington  jtatt  DC  20013-7127 

12,  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  Certification 


The  evaluated  significance  of  this  property  within  the  statt  Is: 
    national  state   local 


As  the  designated  State  Historic  Prestrvatlon  Qfflctr  for  the  National  Historic  Preservation  Act  of  1966  (Fubllc  Law  89- 
6ii)s  I  hartby  nomlriate  this  property  for  inclusion  In  the  National  Register  and  certify  that  It  has  been  evaluated 
according  to  tha  criteria  and  proceduras  set  forth  by  the  National  Far^  Sarvlce. 


State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  signature 

"tte  date 
For  NPS  use  only 

I  haraby  certify  that  this  property  is  included  In  the  National  Register 


date 


Keapef  of  the  National  Regteter 

Att^i  date 


270 

o 

ERIC 


United  States  Department  eff  the  Interior 
Nfitlenal  Park  Seivloe 


National  Registar  af  Historia  Places 
lnvaiitOffV-—Namlnatian  Farm 
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10.     VERBAL  BOUNDARY 

Commencing  at  the  intersection  of  the  west  right-of-way  line  of  Boulevard  Place  and  the 
north  right-of-way  line  of  West  49th  Street  as  now  located  on  Drawing  No.  59^51,  Office 
of  the  Marlon  County  Surveyor,  said  point  being  north  30.00  feet  and  west  25.00  feet  from 
the  southeast  corner  of  Lot  24,  Blues  Overlook  Addition,  an  addition  to  the  city  of 
Indianapolis,  Marion  County,  Indiana,  the  plat  of  which  is  recorded  in  Plat  Book  16,  page 
174,  in  the  Office  of  the  Recorder  of  Marion  County,  Indlanai  thence  south  90  degrees  00 
minutes  00  seconds  west  630.58  feet  along  said  north  rights-of-way |  thence  north  0  degrees 
08  minutes  10  seconds  west  198,15  feet  to  the  point  of  beglnnlngi  thence  south  89  degrees 
51  minutes  50  seconds  west  488.90  feet;  thence  north  0  degrees  08  minutes  10  seconds  west 
285.20  feet I  thence  north  89  degrees  51  minutes  50  seconds  east  488*90  feet;  thence  souCh 
0  degrees  08  minutes  10  seconds  east  285.20  feet  to  the  point  of  beginning  and  containing 
3.201  acres,  more  or  lass* 
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Unitttd  States  Departitient  of  the  Interidr 
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National  Raglstar  of  Historic  Plac< 
Bnvantory — Nomination  Form 

See  instructions  in  How  to  QompMB  Nrntlonml  Rmglster  Forms 
Type  ail  entries^^Qmplete  appficable  sections^  


Fef  NFS  UM  only 
revived 
date  entered 


1.  Name 


historie 


and  Of  cQmmon   Van  VQorhls  Ifall  fOld  Herron  Gvnmasluin^> 


2.  Looation 


itfett  &  nufnbgf      ^st  High  Street,  ^ilversity  Carffpus 

city,  town      C^ord    vielnity  of 


.  not  for  publleatidn 


state            Ohio  code 

039  county 

Butler 

code  017 

3.  Olassiffieatien 

Gategnnf  Owneriliip 

 district           X  public 

X  buiiding(s)   private 

.    struature   both 

site             Pyblic  Aoquisllfon 

 objeet   in  process 

^  being  considered 

ttatys 

_JC_  occupied 

 unoccupied 

 work  In  progress 

Accessible 
X_  yesi  restricted 
^ .  yes:  unrestricted 
—  no 

Pfesenl  Use 

—  agriculture 

 commercial 

X  educational 

 ^  entertainment 

_  ioyernment 
indystrlal 
military 

-  -  museum 

-  -  park 

-  -   private  residence 
 religious 

 scientific 

transportation 

others 

4,  Owner  off  Proiiarty 


name  Mianl  Ifaiversltyp  Office  of  the  Presldmt 

street  it  number      Roudebush  Ibll 


city,  town 


^ord 


.  vicinity  of 


state     Ohio  450S6 


5.  Location  off  Legal  Pescrlptlon 


courthousei  registry  of  deeds^  etc.  RitlCT  Co 
street  &  number      130  !ttgh  Street  _ 


strati BiHIH-iTig 


city,  town 


Itonilton 


state    ohiQ  45011 


6>  Reprej 


 ^santatlon  in  Existing  Surveys 

date  mrch  17,  1977     _ 

depoiitgry  for  survey  records     Miami  Purchase  Association,  jl2  rfayton  .StraRt 

...  iSj  .      state    QhjQ  45214 


has  this  property  ^en  determined  eligible?  yes     ^  no 

federal         state    _    county  local 


€ity,  town  Cincugmtl 
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toitinuatien  ^imt  ttem  mgnbar      6  Pmm 

Title  I     National  Registar  of  Higtorio  Places 
Date:     1977  Pederal 

Depository  for  Survey  Reaordsi     National  Register  of  Historio  Plaees 
City^  Town I     Washington  States  DC 
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?■  P#«criptlon 


 ^ 


€IimIi  qm 
 ryiM   .  Mmm4 


^ .  §f  if  Inil  %\l9 


datt  .1921 


0»MfM«  III*  prMMl       flitiial  |if  kMwn|      Mai  appai^^ica 

The  (Old)  .  Herron  Gjanaslua^  presently  nued  Van  Voorhls  H«ll»  is  Che  dldesc 
aisisCiiig  aeadmie  building  m  the  Mini  Univereity  campus  and  cha  onljr  acadeala 
building  predating  1900^  having  Mm  aonatruated  in  1897>1  The  gyanaaiuffl 
prasants  a  utilitarian  Ronanasque  Ravlval  faeada  to  the  campus ■ 

It  la  a  STaBetrleal  Z^stoty  rectangular  brick  building  id.th  a  loif  hip  r@@f  and 
solid  sasslve  facades  on  all  faur  of  Its  sides*  It  is  dnsinated  hy  arches i 
large  arched  dcorwaja  at  front  and  rear^  blind  arches  In  the  wall  ccna t ruction ^ 
a.Tchad  irf.ndov  lintels^  and  small  arched  idndows  in  the  second  story* 

The  structure's  foundation  is  made  of  large  rock^faced  stone  blocks  laid  la 
plain  ashlar*  The  sain  facade  features  a  cantral  pavilion  ^th  flankiiig  wings* 
A  centrally  placed  double  fronb  door  has  a  solid  wood^panel  arched  transom 
topped  by  a  stone  arched  lintel  supported  by  decorative  stone  pilasters* 
Wrought  iron  luipposts  (not  original)  stand  to  each  side  of  the  door*  Four 
rectangular  windows   are  in  the   first   story  in  each  of  the   flanking  wings* 

Blind  brick  arches  reinforce  and  decorate  the  sacond^^story  exterior  walls* 
Four  centrally  placed  windows  in  the  second  story  have  ona^-over^one  double"*hung 
sashes^  recessed  brick  transoms^  and  brick  arched  lintels*  Rectangular  windom 
in  other  parts  of  the  buildi^  have  flat  stona  lintels  and  projecting  lug  silla* 
Stone  belt  courses  rim  betmen  thm  first  and  seco^  stories  and  the  blind 
arches  and  small  archad  windows  at  the  top  of  the  second  atory* 

Unusual  tadpole^shaped  brackets  decorate  a  curved  frieze  in  the  cornice*  The 
hip  roof  is  tin  and  la  topped  by  asphalt  roofing  saterlal*  Two  chimneys  original 
to  the  building  have  been  removed* 

QlaasroMS  and  offices  occupy  the  first  floor  All  ceilings  on  thli  floor  and 
In  the  bas^&ent^  i^lch  houses  a  supply  room  and  the  campus  mailroos^  are  covered 
id.th  pressed  tin*  Tha  first-floor  ceilings  are  probably  originali  those  in  the 
basement  are  likely  from  the  1920s*  A  circular  metal  stairway  leading  from  the 
first  floor  to  the  second  haa  baen  removed* 

^e  second^iitory  gymnasiui  Is  the  most  important  interior  feature*  The  floor 
area  measures  98*  by  68*  and  the  calling  reaches  a  height  of  about  30**  A 
track  12*  above  the  gysnasiw  floor  runs  completely  around  the  rooa*  Five 
riveted  a teal  Howe  trusses  span  the  width  of  the  building  and  provide  support 
for  the  uninterrupted  apace  of  the  gymnasium  as  well  as  the  roof*  This  truss 
system  supports  a  wood  deck  ceiling  with  four  skylights*  Arched  windom  at  the 
running  track  level  help  light  the  room* 

The  building  is  currently  used  for  classrooms  and  offices  on  the  first  floor | 
art  classes  are  conducted  in  the  gymaslum* 
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In  1923,  bseausa  It  ©eeupl#d  a  m±%m  deslgnacad  for  a  dormitsry  by  a  speGlal 
bequest  to  the  univarslty^  the  gyroaslm  was  movad  from  Its  original  site*  It 
was  shifted  532*  east  on  railroad  tracks  placed  down  the  gentle  slopes 

Miasl  University  will  decide  in  the  near  future  lAether  to  move  ahead  with 
demolition  of  the  Old  Herron  Gymnaslim,  a  step  eontemplated  In  campus  planning 
doements  since  at  least  1978.  Vocal  opj^nents  of  its  demollclon  emphasize  Its 
hlstoria  value,  and  have  striven  t©  propose  adaptive  reuse. ^  University  ©ffl^ 
cials  ^ite  repair  costs  and  lack  of  historic  significance,  among  other  factors, 
as  reasons  for  demolition.^ 

(It  should  be  noted  that  Miami  University  owns  and  maintains  two  national 
Historic  Landmarks  In  excellent  condition^  the  William  Holmes  McGuffey  Home 
and  Langstroth  Cottage,  and  plans  to  preserve  a  n^ber  of  other  older  buildings 
on  campus.) 


Footnotes 

^This  description  of  the  Old  Herron  Gymnasium  is  an  edited  version  of  that  In 
the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  nomination  form,  prepared  by  Mrs,  Lucy 
Crossan  Curry  in  1979, 

2  citizens  for  Historic  and  Preservation  Services,  Inc.,  Butler  County,  Ohio. 
"The  Eestoration    of    Van   Voorhis    Hall*"    (Clncinnatli    Jones    and    Speer,  1983}. 

3  The  university *s  views  and  plan  for  historic  preservation  are  set  forth  In 
Comlttee  on  Campus  Historic  Frese»atlonj  "Report  to  President  Shrlver"  (Oxford, 
Ohloi  Miami  University,  1978).  Van  Voorhis  Is  referenced  as  a  structure  that  is 
"eKpendable  with  little  loss"  (p»  10). 
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The  (Old)  Berron  Gymnmmtim^B  Mtlonal  slgQiflMnea  derlvea  from  lUasi  graduatas 
liha  used  thm  building  and  have  gone  on  to  pfralnant  aoachlng  poslcioas  or  axcel^ 
lad  in  sports #  Thaea  Ineluda  such  nocablss  as  Col.  Earl  H«  ("Bad")  Blalk« 
Wilbur  C.  ("Maab")  Ewbank,  and  Paul  E.  Broim.  in  foofiballi  and  Thomas  F# 
Sharkay  in  traek«  Offieial  aoaahlng  classss  bagan  aC  Mlrai  in  1924  whan  Barron 
Gysnasium  was  tha  primary  athlatle  facility.  Slnca  chat  t^Ea^  Hlul  has  mada  a 
major  contribution  to  coaahlng  staffs  at  all  lavals  of  educational  and  profes- 
sional sports  In  this  eountry.  So  definitive  has  this  contribution  baan  to  the 
American  sports  iiorld  that  this  State  university  has  been  acclalaad  tha  "^Cradle 
of  Coachas."^ 

Barron  (^rmnaslum  is  asaosiatad  only  with  tha  aarly  years  of  this  phanomenon, 
which  contlnuas  up  to  tha  prasant»  However,  Inasmuch  as  the  University's  formar 
playing  fields  the  sacond  oldest  collaga-^ownad  stadium,  was  damolishad  in  1982 
and  because  the  other  gym  on  tha  campus  dates  from  1930,  Harron  la  the  most 
suitable  candidate  for  recognition  of  Miami* 8  historically  Important  rola  in 
sports. 

Barron's  E&manesque  archltactural  style  and  Interior  truss  system  are  unique  to 
the  coanunity  and  the  collage  campus «  Hiral'a  original  gymnasitm  is  also  Its 
oldest  remaining  academic  building* 


HlBtory 

Incraasad  State  appropriations  to  Miami  made  construction  of  a  g^naslum  feasi- 
ble* John  W.  Harron  (Miami  ^  1845),  for  whom  the  building  was  naped,  conceived 
the  idea  and  hired  Fred  E*  Townsend,  an  archltact  from  Hull  ton,  Ohio,  to  draw 
the  plans. ^  The  gymnasiim  was  built  by  an  Oxford  fim,  the  Johnston  Brothers 
lAmber  Company.  At  the  time  of  Its  completion,  the  new  gymnasium  was  acclaimed 
the  finest  In  the  State.  It  also  contained  the  State's  first  indoor  running 
track. 

The  center  for  lUami  athletics  from  1897  until  1930,  Barron  Gymnasium  was  used 
for  training  Miami's  athletes  and  housed  Hirai's  first  coaching  classes  in  1924» 
30.  Barron  Gymnasitm  served  as  a  coeducational  facility  imtil  Withrow  Court, 
for  men,  was  built  in  1930*3  Male  students  had  used  the  building  In  the  mornings, 
woman  in  the  afternoons*  After  1930,  women  alone  used  Berron*  In  1962,  Miami 
built  a  new  mmen's  gymnasium  and  the  Harron  name  was  transferred  to  the  new 
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building.    Tli«  mid  gfmmmmlw  vmm  wmnmmd  Van  Voorhls  toll  for  Tom  Van  Voorhis 
1920)  p  vto  WM  MmrnVrn  ph^staal  eduoatlon  ditaocor  for  oaaj  ^aa»i  davel^ 
opsant  and  ijiptovaMnt  of  Intraaural  iporcs  at  Mul  rasultad  from  his  dodlcation« 
Sinca  it62p  tha  atruaCute  has  baan  uaed  for  various  purposaSi 

Hotabla  AtMataa  Aaaociatad  with  (Old)  Harran  Gyaaaalm 

Outataadlng  aoachaa  and  irainara  and  studenta  vho  trained  In  or  uaad  Hatron 
^naalua  ara  dlaeuaiad  In  tha  folloi^ng  blographlaal  skatohas.^ 

€a0rga  1.  ^^^^  to  Mia«l   In   1917  and  aaaehad   football,   baakatball,  and 

traak  for  3  yaara«  Um  left  Mlaal  in  1919  but  ratumsd  in  1924  aa  Dlraator  of 
Phjralaal  idiicatlon  and  Athlatioi  and  aroaa  cduntrj  and  traok  eoaah.  Ha  taught 
aona  of  tha  first  aoachlng  alaaaaa.  Bidar  raaalnad  at  tha  uaivaulty  imtll 
ratiraMnts  In  IfSS  ha  want  to  Qmtwamy  for  tha  Amy  to  caaoh  the  traok  tam  la 
praparatlon  for  tha  OlyBpia  Gamas^  Tha  stmar  of  ,1956  saw  him  iiorking  In 
Canada  for  tha  Unadian  Ol^pic  Training  Frograa. 

^laatar  H.  Flttaar  la  aonaidared  by  nuy  to  ba  ona  of  tha  san  raaponslbla  for 
halplng  to  start  tha  '*dradla  of  toaahas*"  Pittsar  aoaahad  Hlaal  football  for  8 
yaara  (1924-31)  and  baaaball  for  7  saasons.  Bis  football  taaas  ooapilad  a 
racord  of  41  viator  las »  2$  dafaats»  and  2  tiaa.  Ha  aoaahad  "»aab*'  Iwbukp  Paul 
Brown,  and  torn  Sharkayp  and  taught  aona  of  tha  first  coaohlng  alassasi  Pittsar* a 
baaaball  taaas  aapturad  thraa  Buakaya  Gonfaranaa  tltlas  and  sharad  two  In 
aomplllng  a  raaord  of  77  wins  and  21  losaas* 

David  luaaall  Bakar  (•l3)p  a  mamL^r  of  Mini 'a  football  taaas  In  1909-12,  was 
conaidarad  a  '^trlpla-thraat''  halfbaak  irtio  wora  no  haadgaar  or  padding.  Captain 
in  1912  p  ha  ia  ballavad  to  hava  baan  one  of  the  first  aolleglata  players  in  the 
Mdwaat  to  throw  a  long  paas. 

Col*  Earl  H.  (-Eed**)  Blaik  (•18)  was  eleatad  to  the  Hatlonal  Football  Hall  of 
Faaa  (1964)  and  raaaivad  the  Foundation's  sost  covated  award,  the  Gold  Hadal 
iwardp  2  yaara  later.  A  1920  graduata  of  West  Point,  at  the  Aaadamy,  he  was 
the  firat  Cadet  to  play  against  Navy  in  three  aporta^f ootball ,  baaaball ,  and 
baakatbali*  He  aamad  All-tearlaan  honors  In  football  in  1919.  Ha  was  head 
coaah  at  IMirMouth  for  7  yaara  (1934-40)  and  ampiled  a  raaord  of  45  wins,  IS 
dafaatap  and  4  tiaa.  Ha  aarved  aa  head  football  aoaah  at  West  Point  for  18 
yaara  (194l-*S8),  and  as  athlatla  direotor  for  11  years.  Six  of  his  A^my  teua 
ware  undafaatad  as  ha  aomplled  a  raaord  of  121-30'10.  He  aoaahad  26  All- 
taaricana.    He   was   i^uatad   Into   %lm   Collaga   Football  toll   of   Fue  1 1978). 
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^ward  A.  Sau#r  ('20)  eap^alMd  the  if  19  football  teao|  hm  playad  both  of fenslve 
and  defanslva  caekl^.  Sauar  playad  profualonal  football  for  the  DayCori  Trlanglas, 
an  aarly  professional  football  teaWp  In  1920-26,  and  mmtvmd  as  a  referee  of  football 
in  both  high  school  and  profassional  (NFL)  gamas* 

Virgil  E.  Parry  ('24)  was  an  outstanding  fullbaek  who  played  without  headgear  In 
the  early  1920s •  A  maiibar,  of  Hiami's  undafaatad  1921  football  teams  he  was  eaptaln 
of  the  1923  team*  Ha  also  e%cellad  in  track  as  a  champion  broad  jumper.  He  finished 
third  in  tha  NCAA  maet  in  Chicago  in  1923  with  a  leap  of  23 »  4",  and  was  also  a 
mamber  of  Miami's  chmpionship  sprint  relay  taam  in  1924* 

E.  Jay  Colville  ('26)  worked  as  a  trainar  for  Miami  from  hie  undergraduate  days  in 
1922.  He  went  to  Helbourna,  Australia^  in  1956  as  a  trainar  for  the  United  States 
Olympic  boxing  teams 

Thomas  P.  Sharkay  ('26)*  a  foraar  co^holder  of  tha  world  racord  In  the  100-yard 
dash  (9.6  seconds),  was  an  outstanding  track  and  football  parfomer*  Undafeated  in 
dual  maet 3  during  his  collaga  career,  he  capturad  15  Ohio,  Buckeye,  and  Big  Six 
Confarence  titlas  in  tha  100-  and  200-yard  dashes«  He  %mn  the  National  220-yard 
dash  in  1926»    At  Miami,  ha  was  captain  of  tha  1925  football  team. 

Wilbur  C*  ("Weab")  Ewbank  ('28)  was  in  the  first  class  In  athletic  coaching  at  tha 
University.  He  is  tha  only  san  avar  to  coach  chanpionship  teams  in  both  the  toerican 
and  National  Football  Leagues  1  tha  Baltimore  Colts  (i^L,  1958-59)  and  the  New  York 
Jats  (NFL,  1968).  A  three-sport  star  at  Miami  and  coach  of  its  basketball  team  for 
one  saason  (1938-39),  Ewbank  began  his  career  as  coach  of  all  sports  at  Miami 
University's  HcQuffay  Laboratory  School.  His  teams  won  71  of  98  games.  Ewbank 
spent  part  of  World  War  II  at  tha  Great  Lakas  Naval  Training  Station  as  head  basket- 
ball coach  and  assistant  football  coach  undar  Paul  Brown#  After  the  war  Ewbank 
coachad  at  Brown  and  Washii^tOL  Unlvarsities.  Iii  1949  he  rejoined  Paul  Brown  on 
the  staff  of  tha  Cleveland  Brotms»  In  his  5  years  there,  the  Browns  won  the  All- 
America  Conferenca  title  four  times  and  the  NFL  title  once#  Ewbank  was  head  coach 
of  the  Baltimore  Colts  nine  saasons  beginning  In  1954,  Kis  years  with  the  New  York 
Jets  (1963-72)  ware  highlightad  by  tha  1968  Super  Bowl  crown«  He  was  elected  to 
the  Professional  Football  Hall  of  Fama  (1978). 

Paul  E«  Brown  ('30)^  In  34  saasons  of  coaching  high  school,  college i  service,  and 
profassional  football^  compilad  a  racord  of  299  victories,  86  defeats,  and  15  ties. 
Ha  starrad  as  a  quartarback  on  Miami  football  teams.  After  1  year  coaching  at  a 
preparatory  school,  ha  returned  to  his  old  high  school  at  Masslllon,  Ohio*  where  he 
built  a  football  legend  in  9  years  by  irtnnlng  80  games,  losing  8j  and  tying  1.  He 
moved  on  to  Ohio  Stata  for  3  years  and  guided  the  Buckeyes  to  the  national  collegiate 
championship  and  won  Coach  of  tha  Year  honors  in  1942*  The  next  2  years  he  spent 
coaching  the  Oraat  Lakes  Naval  Training  Canter  team  before  entering  professional 
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football »  In  1945  he  assrabled  the  Cleveland  Broims  whose  eoach  he  remained 
for  17  years.  His  Ceras  dominated  the  All-taerlea  Confer sace  all  4  years  and 
captured  7  divisional  crowns  and  3  OTL  ehampionships .  His  record  rtth  the 
Browns  was  156-42-8.  He  was  inducted  Into  the  Professional  Football  Hall  of 
Fame  (1967),  The  following  year  he  returned  to  professional  football  by 
aecepting  the  head  coaeh  and  general  manager  asslgnsBents  with  the  Gineinnati 
Bengals #    He  retired  after  the  1982  season. 

James  A*  Gordon  C'31),  an  outstanding  track  man  and  an  end  in  football,  was  the 
first  Wamian  to  participate  in  the  Olympics.  He  was  a  finalist  In  the  40D-m 
in  the  Olympic  Games  in  Los  ^ogeles  in  1932.  He  became  Athletic  Hanager  at 
Hiami  in  1948  and  Ghaiman  of  the  Men^s  Health  and  Physical  Education  Department 
in  1950.  He  authored  a  textbook  entitled  Track  and  Field i  Changing  Concepts 
and  Modem  Techniques. 


Footnotes 


A  Bob  Kurz,  Himi  of  Ohio,  The  Cradle  of  Coaches  (Pique »  Ohioi  Troy  Dally  News, 
Inc.,  1983) s  and  BUaml  tfelver si ty,  "Cradle  of  Coaches j"  (Oxford,  Ohioi  (Miami 
University,  1972). 

^The  statement  of  significance  Is  edited  and  adapted  from  the  National  Register 
of  Historic    Places    nomination    form,    prepared    by    itts.    Lucy    Curry    in  1979* 

^Other  great  Miami  players  and  coaches  have  been  associated  with  WithroWi  Paul 
Dletzel^  Ara  Parseghian,  Jota  Font,  Jim  Root,  "Bo"  Schembechler ,  Walter  ("Smoky") 
Alston,  Carmen  Coz^a,  and  Wayne  &bry. 

^The  sketches  that  follow  are  all  based  on  the  corresponding  sections  discussing 
these  individuals  in  Kurz,  ©£,  cit.  >  and  Miami  University,  ©£.  clt. 
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V«rE*al  beundary  description  and  justlficatien 

The  nominated  property  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  a  driveway;  on  the  south  by  a  parking  lot; 
on  the  west  by  a  sidewalk;  and  on  the  north  by  a  line  that' parallels  High  Street  and  is  15' 

from  the  northern  foundat ion  of  the  building/,  

List  all  statas  and  counties  for  properties  overlapping  state  or  aounty  boundaries 

staje      code  bounty  code 


state  godt   eognty  coda 

1 1 ,  Form  Prepared  By 


nam#/titie       James  H,  Charleton,  Historian 

organisation  History  Division^  National  Park  Service     date  October  1985 

street  &  number      1100  L  Street^  NIV  telephone    (202)  343-816B 


city  or  town  Washington  gtate         DC  20013-7127 


12,  State  Historic  Preservation  Qfflcer  Oertiflcation 

The  evaluated  significance  of  this  property  within  the  state  Isr 
 ^national  state  local 


As  the  designated  State  Historic  Preservation  Officor  for  the  National  Historic  Preservation  Act  of  1966  (Public  Law  S9- 
665),  I  hereby  nominate  this  property  for  Inclusion  In  the  National  Register  and  certify  that  it  has  been  evaluated 
according  to  the  criteria  and  procedures  set  forth  by  the  National  Park  Service. 

State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  signature 
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I  Hereby  certify  that  this  property  is  Included  In  the  Natlonat  Register 
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Nlitorie   St.  Petirsbufg  Lawn  BQwUng  Club 
and  or  CQmmon   

Mm  Location  

atratt  4  numbtr     536  4th  Avenue  North    ^  not  for  pyblleation 

ally,  town     St,  Pettfsburg  ^vieinltyof 

atata   FloHda    33701  12  PlnelUi  103 

3»  Olassification  

Catagory  ewnaraiiip  ilatya  Presont  Usa 

—  dlatrict        ^  pubife  JL  oaaupltd  _  agrieultura   mysauhi 
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4,  Owner  of  Property   . 

nama    St.  Petersburg,  City  of 

atraat &  numbar   P,0.  Box  2842   

€i^,town  St,  Pitersburg  _vieinltyof  state    FlorTda  33731 

5,  Location  of  Legai  Description  ~ 

opy ftbouaa,  f agiatry  of  daada,  ato.     P 1  n S 11  a s  County  Courthousi 
atraat  &  nymbar  
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iWepresentation  in  Ixisting  Surveys   " 
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1977-1978   ^ federal   .atata  _^n^  ^  lo^ 

plerayfvay racor^   City  of  St,  Petersburg  Planning  Departrntnt 

Mr.ioen     St,  Petersburg  193  Florida  33731 
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7.  Pescription 


 ^  •x^ellent   deteriorated 

X    flood   ruins 

^  fair   unexposed 


Oheok  one  €he£k  mm 

— ^  unaltered        ^X.  original  site 
altered  moved  date 


P#Berib#       prapent  and  original  (Iff  knswnl  nhysloai  appearanee 

The  St.  Petersburg  Lawn  iowlfng  Club  comprliei  a  clubhdus©  c©mpl©K,  twe 
iheds,  two  bowlfng  courts*  and  eovered  walkways  loeated  on  a  1  1/10  aara  plot  of 
land  In  Mirror  Lake  Park  fn  central  St*  Patersburg,  Florida*  The  club  property 
Is  located  on  the  northeest  boundary  of  the  park*  Just  northeast  of  Mirror  Lake. 
The  neighborhood  surrounding  the  bowlfng  club  contains  a  mlKture  of  raifdentfal, 
commercfaj*  and  governmental  buildings.  Some  of  the  city's  oldest  buildings  are 
located  In  this  area  as  ft  fs  the  orfglnal  core  of  the  *^ommynttyt  The 
construction  of  buildings  and  associated  parking  areas  by  state  end  local 
governments  hmm  m&de  serious  Intrusfons  fnte  Mirror  Lake  Park  so  that  Its 
fdentlty  hai  been  largely  lost*  except  fmmedfately  around  Mirror  Lake.  The 
residential  structures  In  the  area  are  slowly  being  replaced  by  COTmerclal  and 
governmental  buildings.  Low-rise  structures,  however*  arestfll  the  more 
prevalent  fn  the  area. 

The  prfncfpal  features  of  the  lawn  bowling  club  are  Its  clubhoui©  compFeM 
ind  Its  two  bowlfng  courts*  both  of  which  contain  6  rinks  each.  The  southern 
court  orfgfnal ly  was  used  by  the  male  members  only  and  contained  17  rinks,  but 
this  was  reduced  to  13  In  1976  when  the  Ofty  of  St,  Petersburg  eonsfruQfmd  the 
Sunshfne  Center*  a  senior  citizens  fad  I Ity,  on  the  southeast  edge  of  the 
bowling  club  property.  In  1980  the  Sunshine  Center  eKpanded,  reducing  the 
number  of  rinks  In  the  southern  court  to  sIk, 

The  south  court  fs  separated  from  the  clubhouse  complex  and  north  bowling 
court  by  y  covered  walkway.  There  are  similar  walkways  at  the  south  end  of  the 
south  court  and  at  the  east  and  west  ends  of  the  north  court.  These  walkways 
are  paved  with  hexagonal  concrete  blocks  which  were  laid  fn  1926.  The  shelters 
have  raised  seam  metal  roofs  supported  by  round  metal  posts. 

The  clubhouse  complex  lies  In  the  northwest  corner  of  the  bowling  club 
property.  The  complex  consists  of  a  wood  frame  verrvacular  building  erected  In 
1918  and  enlarged  In  1923  and  1928,  and  a  Mediterranean  Revival  style  concrete 
block  addition  constructed  on  the  west  of  the  original  building  In  1933. 

The  more  recent  section  Is  used  as  a  separate  clubhouse  by  the  male  members 
of  the  bowling  club*  while  the  women  occupy  the  older  structure.  The  main 
entrance  facade  of  the  men's  clubhouse  overlooks  Fourth  Avenue  North,  the  north 
border  of  Mirror  Lake  Park.  The  rear  facade,  which  Is  virtually  Identical  with 
the  street  facade,  overlooks  the  south  court.  The  facades  are  both  three  bays 
wide,  with  a  central  arched  doorway  flanked  by  two  tall  narrow  windows.  The 
doorways  contain  double  leaf  wood  and  glass  doors.  Each  doorway  has  an  arched 
fan  I Ight, 

The  street  facade  still  has  Its  6/9  double  hung  sash  windows*  whereas  those 
at  the  rear  have  been  replaced  by  metal  frame  awnfng  windows.  The  windows  on 
the  side  elevations  of  the  mn^m  clubhouse  are  similar  In  proportions  to  those 
on  the  north  and  south  facades.  They  contain*  however,  single  leaf*  three  light 
casement  windows  with  fixed  four  light  sashes  above. 

(See  Continuation  Sheet) 
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Present  and  Origins  I  Phyilral  Appearanee 

The  main  roof  of  the  stuecoed  Mncret©  block  addition  Is  a  oross  gable* 
There  are  sloping  parapets  on  the  gable  ends.  The  roof  Is  covered  with  slate 
and  the  tops  of  the  parapets  have  a  terra  cotts  oopf ng.  Each  gable  end  has  an 
arched  altic  vent*  and  a I  I  but  the  one  on  the  south  facade  Is  fitted  with  wood 
louvers,    rhe  south  vent  has  a  metal  OKhaust  cowl. 

The  wcsmen's  portion  of  the  clubhouse  Is  a  wood  frame  vernacular  structure 
which  Is  connected  to  the  men's  clubhouse  on  the  west  by  a  short  wing*  The 
exterior  siding  of  the  building  Is  weatherboard*  The  main  rc^f  Is  wmpased  of 
three  Intersecting  gables.  One  ridge  Is  oriented  east-west  Intersected  by  two 
para  I  lei  ridges  oriented  north-south.  The  buMdlng  also  has  short  shed  roofs  on 
Iti  south  and  east  elevations*  There  ap^ars  to  be  no  main  entrance  facade  and 
the  placement  of  doors  and  wlnck^ws  Is  Irregular. 

A  photograph  dating  circa  1924-25  Indicates  that  the  clubhouse  was  a 
ilngle-story  L-shaped  building  with  a  small  flat  roofed  addition.  The  long  axis 
of  the  gable  roafed  building  was  oriented  north-south.  The  roof  of  the  east  ell 
terminated  In  a  Jerkin  head.  The  small  flat  roofed  addition  was  found  at  the 
end  of  the  east  el U  The  main  roof  had  widely  projecting  eaves  with  exposed 
rafter  ends.  The  eKterlor  siding  on  the  building  was  weatherboard.  The 
principal  windows  were  six  light  double  casements  throughout*  There  was  a  small 
exterior  brick  flue  on  the  north  end  of  the  building.  This  flue  Is  still  In 
existence  today.  The  black  and  white  photograph  shows  that  the  building  was 
painted  a  dark  color  with  a  light  trim.  The  only  photograph  available  from  that 
period  shows  the  clubhouse  from  Its  east  elevation*  It  Is  not  passible  to 
determine^,  therefore*  what  the  main  facade  which  overlooked  the  bowllna  court  to 
the  south  looked  like* 

The  small  concrete  block  building  located  near  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
lawn  bowling  club  property  Is  the  bowls  testing  building.  The  one-story,  gable 
roof  structure  was  erected  In  1940  and  has  remained  essentially  unchanged  since 
that  time*  The  long  axis  of  the  building  Is  oriented  north-south*  The  three- 
bay  main  entrance  facade  Is  iMated  on  the  north  ©and  of  the  building.  The  door 
In  the  entrant  facade  Is  wood  with  a  louvered  glass  panel*  The  fenestration 
consists  of  awning  windows. 

A  mall  rectangular  concrete  block  storage  shed  Is  located  near  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  clubhouse  addition  erected  In  1933.  This  building  was 
erected  In  1976*    It  Is  one-story  high,  has  a  shed  roof  and  no  wlndowi. 
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8.  SIflnificane© 


Period  Atmom  mt  •Isnlfleane*— Chaek  and  Jualify  balew 

_  prahlsiorie         ■rehMlegy*prahjalorje   eomntunlty  planning    .  iandacapa  arehliaclura  _  rtliglon 

__  1400-1499  arehaelegy-hlslorle       . conaarvaiion  law   a«tone« 

__  1S0&-1S99         agrieuiiura  .__  tsenemiea  Ifi^atura   _aeuiatur« 

__1W0-1SS9  _  areliliMiura  _„adueatian  .     military  tgclit/ 

 "«f~^IS  —  - .  anglnaaring  ___ir.uate  iHinwnltarian 

H00-1i9»  .  ._6ommareG  . Mplorailen/aaniaineni       phlieaepliy  _thaatar 

_i.19eo-  _  eomn-iinlcationa  ,..„  Indualry  pellilea/govammMt   .  MnapofMllsn 

•-  —  Invention  ^  oH,^  (apasHy) 

^     -T^^   — — — — ———  — —  —  =  Bac-rM».<nna1 

»paelfle  data  a  +1916  Bulldar/ArehllacI 


Slatttmenli  of  Signlfieaneo  {En  ona  parasmph} 


el  ^S®^'*'"''"  "^ha  century  Florida  bacame  popular  as  a  wlntflr  rasort  state, 
wsth  St.  Petersburg  being  one  of  the  retirement  meccas.  The  St.  rttersburg  Laun 
Bowling  CI yb  has  historleal ly  provided  outdoor  recreational  facMltfes  In  s  gsffle 
particularly  suited  t©  retired  men  and  »onien.  The  Club  Is  significant  as  being 
the  eldest  Lawn  Bowling  Club  In  Florida  and  one  of  the  oldest  In  the  United 
States.  The  San  Francisco  Lawn  Bowling  Club  Is  the  oldest  active  bow! Ing  club 
In  Its  orlslnal  locatlen  In  the  ^  I  ted  States.  From  1»2  to  19^fl  the  St 
+hI®''I«!Ji3  ^•'""a  Club  was  recognlied  as  the  largest  lawn  bowling  eiyfe  In 
the  world,  based  on  the  number  of  rinks,  which  was  twenty-five.  The 
auSaS«i  h'-'+l!  C'""  •*  the  only  location  In    the    United  States 

authorized  by  the  American  Lawn  Bowls  Association  as  a  bowl  testing  facility.  I 

During    the    winter   of    1915-16,    Al  Mercer,    a    regular    visiter    ta  St 
Petersburg    fr«„  Toronto.    Canado,    Investigated  the  p^M\T^^^^ns  ^JiL 
if rKS^7°^"2,f  "'"IM"  Pete'-sburg  as  bowling  rinks.    Th^grasses  use!  Jor 

lawn  bowling  did  not  thrive  In  Florida,  and  the  ma?l  of  the  reque  eourt  -  S  gaSJ 
similar  to  croquet  -  seMed  to  offer  a  suitable  alternative  surface.  Mercer  and 
an  associate  named  William  Armstrong  found  that  marl  covered  with  a  th?^  layer 
of  sand  ffvlded  an  acttptable  bowling  surface.  Shortly  thereafter,  the  two  men 
[SfSrk  "'Thr^.S'*^  f  ■  P«+«'-""'-8  ~ns+'-uct  marl  bowling  rlnkl  In  MIrS? 
InSrporSted  IS  fSedTf'*''  Petersburg  Llwn  Bowling  Club, 

isles'"";^  "thl'"f settlers  from  the  British 
aV+II         ii^-,  *-'V  S*"*®"^         '•ecorded  In  the  colonies  as    early    as  161S 

du?  to  ^ls  2"°'":,'^"'  little  popularlti'ln  Amerila 

,11, J  5  Engl  sh  connection.  The  game  reappeared  In  1879  at  Dunellen  In  New 
Jerzey  and  slowly  spread  up  and  down  the  Atlantic  status.  Bowls  crossed  +ha 
continent  for  the  first  time  In  1901  when  two  St.  Andrew's  sScfetferioinJlu 
organized  a  bowling  club  and  built  a  green  In  Sol  den  GSte%?k  iS  Sn  Fr.ne 
Southern  California  discovered  the  gaL  about  imsT  sl  ldea^  are  Sndfti^^I  f  * 
SuntP^'3  •'^^^  ^''^  flreatelrconcent;S?on"o?  I?ubi"!r  tS 

^.1"+"*  ^f"!    *s  P'ayed  on  grass    elsewhere.     In    Florida    the  "areenfi 

^Cls     whTL'  ^"^'^^  ''^'^                  +hlnly  sp?laa.-^M 

thSt    theJ  ^«  h%"?-  sphe'-'oal  but  oblate  (flattened)  spheroids,  are  tapered  so 

hf^  ^  ®  heavier  on  one  end  and  therefore  travel  on  a  curved  course.  tK 

oh^^;+iwI^*^  moi-o  pronounced  as  the  speed  of  the  bowl    decreases.     Th^  maS 

!a-2 1 ^h^♦^^^?'^^*^"  t°  ~!!   ^^^'^      « possible  to  the 

ODD^Jlt.f  ^-iS''  I  previous  y  rol  led  onto  the  green,  as  well  as  closer  thar.  his 
vs!  f"rl!  ^  ^''^'^  "  '"d  rinks  (four 

(See  Continuation  Sheet) 
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The  offrclal  ergantzatlon  of  the  spopt,  the  American  Lawn  Bowls 
Asioclat?on,  was  fornwd  In  Buffalo,  Neif  York  In  1915,  with  the  St.  Petarsbura 
club  Joining  In  1920.  6  » 

The  first  welubhouse"  for  fhe  St.  Petersburg  Lawn  ^wllng  Club  was  a  tent 
which  could  bo  set  up  as  needed  In  Mirror  Lake  Park.  The  first  permanant 
structure  was  a  wood  frme  bulldfna  created  In  1918,  which  still  exists  today 
a  though  censlderably  alterod.  Originally,  there  were  Just  two  bowling  rinks  at 
Mirror  Lake.  In  1922.  this  was  Increased  to  nine  rinki.  and  six  more  rinks 
m%   f5  ^  -  bowlers  formed  a  separate   organization.  By 

1932  the  number  of  rinks  had  Increased  to  twenty-f ivei  17  men's  pinki  6 
wemenis  rinks  and  2  warm-up  rinks.  ^  Four  rinks  were  lost  In  1976  when  the  City 
of  St.  Petersburg  erected  a  senior  citizens  service  facility  at  Mirror  Lake. 
The  Lawn  Bowling  Club  was  listed  on  the  National  Register  In  1980  In  an  attempt 
f.  !^    "S!"''         f"'"+h«r  eKpansIon  of  the   center   which    was  belna 

federally  funded.  This  effort  failed  and  In  1981  seven  more  rinks  were  lost  to 
the  center.  The  two  practice  rinks  were  lost  earlier.  The  total  number  of 
r  nks  at  the  St.  Petersburg  Lawn  Bowling  Club  In  198S  Is  twelve.-  six  men's  and 
SIX  w^8n'i«  ' 

R«,.iJf*  ^!Ji^*'°r^^J'^^  enlarged  In  1928,  and  a  new  concrete  Mediterranean 
Revival  Style  Clubhouse  was  added  to  the  existing  structures  In  1933.  The 
membership  of  the  club  grew  steadily  until  It  peaked  at  483  In  1952-53  The 
000  JTltliJ,*'*!  their  facility  would  not  acwmmodate  so  many  members,  and 
Clfb°  fomid  ?n  I95I!  P"^"*"^  «  ^'P^^t*  the  Bartlett  Park  Lawn  Bowling 

sanctlonlf  ?i.rM+  ^I*  P«+ersburg  Lawn  Bowl  I ng  CI ub  was  designated  as  thy  only 
IlsS  aJTon  i  tL.!^h  I?f '"8  a«""cy  of  bowls  by  the  American  Lawn  Bowls 
Association.  Although  this  service  Is  available  to  the  whole  TOuittry.  only  the 
weSr^  dnwS  °"  marl  surfaced  rinks  of  Florida  require  adjustment  as  they 

wear    down    unlike    the  bowls    used  on    grass  rinks  In  the    rest  of    the  United 

from  "^5'  ''!JI^-  Of  the  Club  were  rebuilt  and  the  bowling  surface  changed 

from  marl  to  a  durable  synthetic  surface  called  "rublco".    The  Club's  facilities 

in    ^ot2teS'^3"/'"'''    5"*  ■  2.500  book  library.    Benches  anTciilrl: 

an    protected    by    a    covered  walkway  along  the  ends    of    the    rinks,  are  also 
provided  for  the  comfort  of  bowlers  and  spectators.  10  ' 

Is    nJ'*'l«!™/*^K?*'°2  °t  +°  Petersburg  Lawn  Bowling  Club 

Is  no  longer  able  to  host  any  American  Lawn  Bowling  Association  National 
Tournaments  or  the  open  tournament  of  the  ALBA  Southeast  Dlvlsjon;  which  It  hSd 
h    i  !f  ^Sf^'  National  Open  Lawn  Bowling  Winter  Tournament  was 

hosted  by  the  Club  m  1926.  but  Is  also  unable  to  be  hell  at  t?e  St"  Kfersbu?| 
Club  because  of  the  required  number  of  sixteen  rinks  for  national  tournaments.lf 

(See  Continuation  Sheet) 
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List  all  aiatas  and  eoyntlaa  for  proportiM  ovorlapping  gtsto  or  oounty  boufidar Im 

*tate     €Ode  sounty  eods 


Mim    eodt  eounty  code 

1 1  ■  Form  Prepared  By  ~ 

nam#/tit|g  Mary  Tufm'psiid,  Graduate  Research  Asilitint 

organization    Center  for  Architactural  Constrvatlan      gate  Dacember  23 »  1985 

College  of  Architecture  ~  ~ 

atraot ^ number    Georgia  Institute  of  Technology  tetephone    (4n4)  894^33Qn 

city  or  town    Atlanta  stete  Georoia  30332 

1^.  State  Historic  Preservation  OWIcer  Oertlfieation 

The  evaluated  aignlfieance  of  this  property  within  the  state  Imi 

nationat  state    

As  the  designated  Sttfe  Historle  Preservation  Officer  for  the  National  Historic  Preservation  Act  of  1966  (Public  Law  89- 
66i),  i  hereby  nominaia  tK}»  ^perty  ter  ir^lusion  In  the  National  Register  and  certify  that  it  has  been  evaluated 
according  to  the  crlterfa  find  proc^ures  set  forth  by  the  National  Parte  Sefvteep 

State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  signature 

tKle  date  

For  Nra  iMOfily 

i  hafoby         ttM  ttils  property  Is  Included  in  the  ItatlMal  Mglster 


^  of  tht  Nattotf  Reg^er 

JUI^t   date 

Chtef  of  Regietfrt toil  xgg 
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Farr*  Lawn  tewi Ing,    Unpubllihed  monograph  on  file  at  the  St*  Fetersburg 

Lawn  Bowl fng  Club. 

History  of  gperaaehment.      Unpubllihed  report  on  file  at  the  St.  Petersburg  Lawn 
Bowling  Club. 

Of f falai    Lawn  Bpwls  Almanac.      Brochure  published  by  "^'he  American  Lawn  Bowling 
Assoc  I  at?  on,  1985. 

gt^     Pi%tergburg  Lawn  BqwI  fng  Club  Ff  ftfeth  Ann?  versa  ry.       Pub  I  Ished  by  the 
St.  Feteriburg  Lawn  Bowling  Club»  1966. 

Turnfpseed,    Mary  F.      Interview  with  Bfll  Robertson,    Presfdentp  St.  Petersburg 
Lawn  Bowling  Club,  December  15,  1M5* 
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HPS  Ferm  1Q  goo 


United  Stales  Department  of  the  Interior 
Nitional  Park  Sarvlee 

National  Register  of  Historic  Places 
Inventory — Nomination  Form 

Sie  instructions  In  How  to  CompM^  Nstionai  Rmglst&r  Forms 
Type  ail  entrles-^compiete  applleabig  sactmns 


HPS  U8«  onlf 

r^^lved 
date  entMd 


1.  Name 

hlstDrlc              Manheim  Club 

and  or  eommon    GermantQwn  Cricket 

Club 

2.  Location 

street  &  number  5140  Morris  Street 

(401-57  W.  Manheim  Street) 

not  for  publioation 

city,  town  Philadelphia 

_-_  yfcliilty  of 

itite         Pennsylvania    19144  eede 

a                    m  mm               —  m 

eounty  Philadelphia 

Qode 

3.  Olassificatlon 


Category  Ownership 

 district  .  publle 

bylldlng(s)  private 

 structure  =  both 

— -  site  Public  Acquisition 

objtct  In  process 

.  being  considered 


4.  Owner  of  Property 


status  PruMl  Use 

occupied   agriculturo   ,  museum 

— ^  unoccupied   ^  commercial   park 

 educational  private  residence 

enteilalnmen?  religious 

yes  I  restricted  govtrnment   ^  scientific 

yes:  unrestricted  . —  industrial  transportation 

— ^  mNltary  othen  ReGreation 

(SoQial  club) 


Aocessiblfi 


name  Dr,  Thomae  E.  Bressi,  President,  Board  of  Governore,  Germantown  Qrigket  Club 
street  &  number   411  Manheim  Street 


city,  town 


Philadelphia 


vicinity  of 


state  Pennsylvania  19144 


5,  Location  of  Legal  Description 


courthouse^  registry  of  deedSt  etc. 


Registry  Unit 


street  ^  number 


Room  153,  City  Hall 


city,  town 


Philadelphia 


state    Pennsylvania  19106 


6,  Representation  in  Existing  Surveys 


tltie^Historic  ^erjcan  Build^^  this  property  been  determined  eliglbie?  yes 

date  1973 


federal 


state 


county 


local 


depository  for  survey  records  Library  of  Cangrees 
city,  town  Washington 
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state 


DC 
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7,  Peserlption 


-  X  eie«l>«fit   dttvriofaM  umHvim        j . .  original  litt 

 ,  goe4   rulM  alttftd   moyad      dats  _  _  .^^^  ^   ; 

 fair   urwxposad 


Ex#autlon  of  Chmtlmm  MsKlm's  plan  for  the  O^raancoim  Crlekec  Club  was  eosplecad  In 
Oetober  1891.  His  plmn  Ineluded  the  eentral  bloek  of  the  present  clubhouse ,  the 
crleket  laim  end  drives,  a  large  grandstand  at  the  south  end  of  the  lawn,  an  elab» 
orate  wrought^iron  fence,  and  remodelinf  of  aertain  existing  struetures  on  the 
site.  With  the  eKeeptlons  of  the  grandstand  and  the  pra^eKisting  HeKean  House , 
which  have  hmm  demolished,  these  features  remain «  With  some  modifications  earl^  in 
the  2Dth  century,  they  are  intact.^ 

Main  Clubhouse 

The  main  block  of  the  clubhouse  (215  feet  by  60  feet  deep)  is  a  Flemish--b©nd  brick 
building  of  2^1/2  stories  with  a  massive  gable  roof.  The  lawn  front  is  screened  by 
a  2-story  colonnade  carrying  the  eave»  in  a  manner  recalling  Williusburg  and 
Southern  Colonial.  Cross^gable-ended  wings  terminate  the  principal  building. 
HcKim,  Head^  and  White  added  them  in  1902  and  1907.  They  also  constructed  the 
3-story  Athletic  Building  in  1901. 

The  clubhouse  sits  on  a  southeast-northwest  aKis  at  the  northern  edge  of  the  club's 
grounds.  The  great  gable  roof  runs  on  this  uis.  A  central  widow's  walk  tops  the 
structure.  A  molded  cornice  runs  around  the  roof  edge.  A  roof  balustrade  above  It 
was  removed  after  1953 • 

The  entrance  facade  facing  east  is  the  most  formal.  The  main  block  contains  a 
central  projection  of  3  bays  approached  by  a  balustraded  terrace  with  flanking 
projecting  pavilions.  The  two  later  wings  project  beyond  the  original  block. 
TOese  three  pavilions  give  this  face  a  "H^  shape.  The  left  and  right  pavilions  are 
two  bays  in  width,  each  containing  8/8  double-hung  sash  with  marble  trim.  The  left 
centi^al  and  right  central  parts  of  the  building  are  3  bays  in  width.  The  left  and 
right  openings  have  4/4  double— hung  sash  and  the  center  ones  contain  6/6  double- 
hung  sash.  The  central  pavilion  has  this  same  arrangement  on  its  second  floor. 
The  ground  floor  of  the  central  pavilion  has  the  main  doorj  i^ich  serves  as  its 
focal  point.  The  left  and  right  openings  contain  2/4  sash.  The  main  doorway  has  a 
basket  arch  with  a  fanlight  and  columns  on  both  siaes  of  the  door.  The  lower 
portion  of  the  doorway  has  been  covered  at  a  later  date  by  an  enclosed  passageway. 
The  passage  opens  into  a  broad  central  entry  hall. 

The  rear,  or  west,  facade  fronting  the  playing  field  is  dominated  by  a  2-story 
colonnade,  set  Just  In  front  of  the  facade.  The  colonnade  fronts  on  a  2-story 
recessed  porch.  The  lower  Doric  story  contains  a  terrace  serving  the  principal 
ground-floor  public  rooms;  the  second-floor  Tuscan  balcony,  now  enclosed,  runs  the 
length  of  the  ballroom  behind  it  on  that  level. 
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The  two  bays  to  elchmr  sld©  of  the  a-st©ry  poreh  have  epanings  en  the  first  and 
seeond  floors  that  Mntain  8/8  double-hung  sash  with  marble  sills  and  lintels  with 
projeetlng  keystones.  There  are  3  dormers  on  the  main  house  on  this  face.  The 
center  and  right  dormers  are  pedlmented.  The  left  center  and  right  center  dormers 
are  arahhead • 

The  placement  of  wings  alongside  the  main  building  required  the  conversion  of  the 
original  side  rooms  into  passagewsys.  These  wings  followed  the  original  Georgian 
Revival  design  coneept.  The  northwest  trtng  Is  2  bays  %d.de  with  6/6  double-hung 
sash  on  both  floors.  A  half-circle  window  sits  within  the  gable  end.  The  southeast 
wing  is  3  bays  wide  by  4  bays  in  length.  Hot  quite  matching  the  west  wing,  the 
openings  consist  of  8/8  double-hung  sash  with  marble  trim  and  a  half-circle  light 
in  the  gable  end,  A  central  paneled  door  with  columns >  entablature,  and  pediment 
alts  in  the  right  center  bay  of  this  addition. 

The  Athletic  Bulldinf^ 

Designed  by  McKia,  Mead  a  White  in  1901,  this  40  by  60  foot  building,  northwest  of 
the  main  clubhouse,  housed  separate  locker  facilities,  a  ladies"  lounge,  squash 
courts,  a  bowling  alley,  and  a  2-8tory  Indoor  swlmlng  pool  lit  with  modified 
Diocletian  windows  on  three  sides,  with  a  spectators*  gallery  on  the  fourth.  The 
pool  area  was  floored  over  In  the  winters  for  use  as  a  cricket  practice  hall.  In 
1929,  two  squash  singles  courts  and  bowling  alleys,  designed  by  Drewer  ^  Churctaan, 
were  added  to  the  west.  The  later  additions  remained  sympathetic  to  the  orifinal 
design,  which  is  distinguished  to  the  north  by  the  great  fabled  block  of  the  swiming 
pool  and  to  the  south  by  a  pedimented  2-story  Doric  portico* 

The  Playing  Field 

The  large  lawn  south  of  the  main  clubhouse  has  retained  Its  original  configuration 
since  first  laid  out  by  HcKlm  as  a  cricket  field  in  1890*  The  playing  field  itself 
is  rich  in  historical  associations,  having  been  the  site  of  the  important  outdoor 
sporting  events  at  the  club,  including  the  renoimed  Davis  Cup  matches  of  the  19a0s, 
for  which  temporary  wooden  stands  were  erected.  It  is  now  principally  used  for 
lam  tennis  and  is  finely  kept. 

The  "Juniors'  Clubhouse" 

The  ••Juniors'  Clubhouse,"  a  square  masonry  building  near  the  southeast  corner  of 
the  plot,  was  built  before  1876  as  an  outbuilding  for  the  Price  estate,  McKlm 
renovated  It  when  he  erected  the  clubhouse.  The  first-floor  interior  was  fitted 
with  Georgian  Revival  panelling  and  the  exterior  was  given  a  Colonial  Revival 
fenestration,^  with  a  balcony  supported  by  a  plastered  cove  around  the  four  sides  of 
the  building,  providing  a  gallery  for  promenading  and  viewing  the  playing  fields. 
A  high  peaked  roof  sumountg  the  building.  The  structurQ  presents  a  whimsical  and 
picturesque  counterpart  to  the  fomallty  of  the  main  buildiiig.  It  is  presently 
used  for  storage. 
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Thm  Stable 

This  eclaecle  late  Queen  tone^styled  building  was  built  about  1890  to  serve  as  a 
stable  for  a  private  reaidenee  at  the  corner  of  Hanheim  and  Morris  StreatSp  the 
interseetion  naar  Mieh  it  still  stands^  This  property  ma  annexed  by  the  Club 
about  1900 f  and  tha  stable  has  sinoe  served  the  Club  as  a  service  building.  It  is 
a  typical  asyimietrical  eclectic  picturesque  design  combining  eavaral  materials  1 
stone p  brick p  and  frue  construction  with  ornamental  shingles  made  of  wood  and  hung 
tila.    The  building  ramains  virtually  unaltered « 

The  Entrance  Gates  and  Front  Fence 

The  entrance  gates  and  fence  on  Hanheim  Street  irere  erected  at  the  mmmm  tine  as 
the  original  clubhouse  and  were  designed  by  McKta.  The  brick  piers  with  richly 
detailed  molded  brick  panels ,  capped  with  carved  limestone  urnsi  the  elaborate 
fences  and  entrance  gates |  and  their  semicircular  flanking  walls  and  wrought-iron 
arches  are  based  on  high^sRyle  English  Georgian  designs «  They  resemble  designs  by 
HcKto,  Head  ^  Hhite  for  other  gateways  and  fences ,  notably  those  at  Harvard  and 
Colwbla  Universities. 


Footnote 

^This  description  merges  a  draft  description  prepared  by  the  Philadelphia  Historical 
Comission^  that  by  George  Thomas ,  of  Olio  Group,  lnc«,  for  the  State  Historic 
Preservation  Office ,  and  a  description  appearing  in  a  draft  National  Register  of 
Historic  Places  nomination  form  by  Itark  and  Joan  Bower  of  the  Clubp  None  of  these 
three  docwents  have  ever  been  submitted  for  local.  State,  or  National  Register 
listing* 
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8,  Siflnificanc# 


.  prehistoriQ 
. ,  140&-14SS 
1500=1SfS 

laoo-iifi 

1S0O-1899 


Afms  of  Sigfiiffle«ne»-^hdek        Juslify  below 


X 

,11 


arehtslogy-hlslQrlg 
^  agriaultyrt^ 
arghittcture 
art 

.  sommunlcatiens 

1890-91  - 
1902,  1907 


esmmunity  planning 
£3nserva!lon 
.  eeonemics 
eduaatiDn 
tnglnttring 
explerttlon  seniement 
industry 
Invention 


landseape  arehittcture 
.  law 

llteratiira 

military 
„  musle 

philosophy 
.  poHtlei  government 


BuiltferAr^hlteat 


Slat»m«iit  of  Slgnlfficane*  fin  on#  paragraphl 


Charlss  F,  Hcklm 
(McKlffl,  Heady Whit^) 


religion 
science 
.  iouipture 
sooialr' 

humanitarian 
^..^  theater 

transportation 
i  ether  (specify) 


The  Crmantown  Crlck«t  Club  i.  th«  second  olde.t  surviving  crlck.t  club  in  th«  United 
ITIII   9ntt^'  part  in  the  .port  during  the  19th  c.ntury  wm  of  Intsrnatlonal  rank . 

In  the  20th  century  the   club  ha.  playad  an  Importanc   role  In  the  hlatorv  of  tennla 
Its  most  noced  msnbar/player  being  Phlladelphlan  William  T.     ("Big  Dill")'  Tllden  11 
S^v^f^^T  ?         house    is    also    slgnlficanc  ae   an  excell.ne   exanple   of   the  Geo^gi™ 
tevival  style;   it  was  designed  by  Charl.s  F.  McKlm  of  th«  noted  firm  of  McKlm.  Maid  S 


History 

The  Geroantown  Cricket  Club  bacame  activ.  In  August  1854  and  was  formally  organJzad  in 
June  1855.    (Only  the  Philadalphl.  Cricket  Club,  organla.d  in  February  1I54,  is  "der 
is  aiso"^^^iT"  """^^  th.  Carmantown.    Philadelphia,  s  bulldinj 


In  the  naxt  6  years,  just  bafora  the  Civil  War 
delphla  area  tihat  no  less  then  30  clubs  were 
large  audienGes   and  beeame  Important  social 
tended  to   be  local  in  membership*   and  drew 
Engllih  Imlgrants  working  in  the  textile  fact 

Germantown's  membership  was  composed  at  first 
owned  ast:atag   In   the  vicinity*     At   first  the 
grounds j  but  in  1856  acquired  ground  on  Wister 
there  until  the  Civil  War  broke  out* 


i  cricket  became  so  popular  in  the  Fhlla-- 
founded*  Matches  between  them  attracted 
as  well  as  sporting  events*  The  clubs 
from  Philadelphia's  large  population  of 
orleSi  as  well  as  the  old  family  gentry. 

of  boys  aged  12  to  16  from  families  irho 
club  met   and  played  on  various  estate 
Street  In  Germantown*    The  club  remained 


Interest  in  the  game  continued  strong  until  1861  when  many  of  the  players  enlisted  for 
service  with  tha  Union  Army*    Aft«  the  war,  a  meeting  wa/held  In  July  1866  to  restore 
V.  baseball  was  replacing  cricket  as  the  most  popular  sport  in  America 

by  this    time,    Germantown   Cricket   Club   boasted   more   members    in    1866   than   in  1861. 

Germantown  remained  an  active  and  strong  club  in  the  postwar  years.  Then,  in  1889  the 
Germantown  and  the  Youn^  America  Cricket  Clubs  merged.  The  Young  America  another 
distinguished  Philadelphia  club,  dated  its  founding  to  1855.    The  merger  gavS  the  elub 
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Shortly  after  the  marger,  the  board  of  -'trectors  engaged  Charles  F*  RteKimg  of 
HcKlmi  Head,  and  Whiter  to  plan  a  new  clubhouse  on  land  recently  acquired  by  the 
club«  HcKimi  a  native  of  Qeraancom,  was  a  member  of  the  Club*  The  clubhouse  was 
to  be  named  ''Hanhelm"  In  recogalclon  of  the  street  which  connected  the  site  with 
Germantown  Avenue.      Construction    of    the   main    clubhouse    took   place   In  1890-91. 


Tennis  gained  ascendancy  over  cricket  at  Germantown  early  In  the  20th  century-  The 
first  4  dirt  courts  were  built  In  1904  and  16  were  added  In  1911*  Eventually, 
tennis  courts  covered  the  cr.^cket  field.  The  apogee  of  the  club^s  tennis  fame  came 
during  the  career  of  "Big  Bill"  Tlldan,  who  played  for  Germantown  and  whose  family 
homes  were  less  than  two  blocks  from  the  clubc 

Tllden  dominated  world  tennis  In  1920-25*  He  won  the  United  States  national  clay- 
court  and  doubles  titles  In  1918.  He  was  the  first  ^erlcan  man  to  %f±n  the  Wimble- 
don title ^  In  1920s  and  repeated  that  success  the  next  year.  With  William  M. 
Johnston p  he  won  the  Davis  Cup  back  from  Australia  In  1920.  In  1920-25 p  he  won  six 
United  States  singles  championships  In  succession,  those  In  1921-23  on  "home  court'' 
at  Germantown  p  and  came  back  for  a  swan  song  In  1929.  In  betweenp  In  annual  Davis  Cup 
matches  In  1924-27 p  all  also  held  at  Germantownp  Tllden  starred  In  1925,  leading  a 
5-0  United  States  win  over  France;  performed  more  poorly  In  1926,  although  the 
United  States  topped  France  4  sets  to  i|  and  lost  decisively  In  1927  to  Ren^  Lacoste 
("The  Mllgator")  as  the  imited  States  lost  to  France  2-3.^ 

The  role  of  women  In  tennis  also  received  a  perceptible  Impetus  at  Gemantown.  A 
tournament  held  In  1887  and  1888  became  the  first  official  U.S.  championship  for 
women  In  1889.    (Bertha  Townsend  won  In  the  latter  year.)^ 

Architecture 

Xt  has  been  noted  that i 

the  Germantown  Cricket  Club  Is  one  of  a  number  of  comlsslons  by  McKlmp  Head, 
and  White  which  mark  the  shift  by  the  firm  away  from  their  earlier  more  plctur- 
esque  Shingle  Style  toward  more  academic  Classical  and  Georgian  Revival  styles* 
The  flmip  Indeed p  was  a  leader  in  the  Georgian  Revival  movement p  which  enjoyed 
great  popularity  from  the  1890s  through  the  1920s.  The  use  of  Georgian-derived 
ornament  and  forme  was  deemed  especially  appropriate  by  the  firm  for  comlsslons 
In  which  such  styles  were  historically  part  of  the  local  scene p  with  demonstra- 
tions of  this  design  phlldsophy  to  be  found  in  their  academic  work  for  Harvard 
and  Princeton ,  the  Commodore  Wlllim  Edgar  House  In  Newport  p  Rhode  iBXMdf  and 
the  Germantown  Cricket  Club,  all  built  In  areas  with  strong  ties  to  the  eight- 
eenth century.^ 
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In  addition,  after  Germantown's  construction,  the  novalty  of  the  .tyle  proved 
?L±L'th^"r  i''^',^"  Che  Philadelphia  area.  Local  architects  went  o^  to^poju- 
lari^e  the  Colonial  and  Georgian  Revival.,  influencing  Phlladelphlan. •  taste  as 
Ctie  preferred  styles  In  the  decades  between  1830  and  1940. 


Footnotefl 

iThe  basic  source  for  this  history  of  the  club  is  a  draft  National  Register  of 
Historic  Places  nomination  form  by  Mark  and  Jean  Bower,  which  has  not  been  sub- 
mitted to   the   State  Historic   Preservation  Office. 


Club's  archives  and  minutes ■ 


It   draws  generously  on  the 


^Tllden  s  career  here  has  been  summarized  as  it  appears  in  the  article  "Tennis  " 
Encyclopedia  Brltannlca  (Chicago;  Encyclopedia  Brltannlca,  1967).  21.  845-846. 
Frank  Deford.  Big  Bill  Tilden.  The  Triunphs  and  the  Tragedy  ( New  York •  Simon 
and  Schuster.  19^6),  pp.  18-19.  ,  l/L-lU.  144^148^  ^iS.  ^d  185-m| 
and  Parke  Cumalngs,  .American  Tennis.  The  Story  of  a  Game  and  Its  People  (Boston 
Little.  Brown,  &  Co..  1957),  p.  1 1 7 .  and  Appendix .       ~  -~—  ^ 

3"Tennls."  Encyclopedia  Britannica .  21,  848. 

*Damla  Stillman,  ed..  Architecture  and  Ornament  in  Late  19th-Canturv  America 
(Newark,  Delaware i    University  of  Delaware,  1981),  pp.  38-39;  
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Vermel  boundary  d#Bariptl@n  and  justification 

The  northeast  half  of  the  rectangular  block  bounded  by  Morris  Street  to  the  northeast, 
Manheim  Street  to  the  southeast,  WissahicJ^on  Avenue  to  the  southwest^  and  Raspberry  street 
to  the  northweet. 


List  all  etatss  srid  eaunties  for  pfopertles  overlapping  state  or  eounty  boundaries 
■tate   eodt  eounty 


stifo 


eodi 


county 


code 


code 


II,  Form  Prepared  By 


name/litie 


jamee  H*  Charleton,  Historian 


organiiation     Hiatory  Division ,  National  Park  Service  dale 


June  26,  1985 


•treat  &  number    l^OO  L  Street,  m 


City  or  town  Washington 


te[ephone  (202)  343-816S 
state  DC  20013-7127 


12e  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  Certification 

The  evaluated  signifleanca  of  this  proptrty  within  the  itate  is: 
 ^  national   state   .  iocai 


As  the  designated  Statt  Historio  Preservation  Officer  for  the  Natlonei  Historig  Prtservation  Act  of  1966  (Pubilc  Law  89- 
S6i)i  i  hereby  nomlnaie  this  property  for  ineiuiion  In  the  National  Reglsttr  and  certify  that  it  hai  been  evalyated 
according  to  the  criteria  and  procedures  set  forth  by  the  National  Park  Service. 

State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  signature 


title 


date 


Far  NPS  ui#  onfy 

I  hereby  certify  that  this  property  is  included  In  the  Nstional  Register 


date 


Ke€pOf  of  the  National  Regiiter 
AttMi 


date 


Oitef  of  RegistfatlQfi 

••••f  it 
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Sm  Inttruetiens  In  Hqw  lo  QompMm  Natlonml  RmglBtmr  Forms 
Typ»  all  gntrtgi^amplett  mppUcMm  iMlions   

1 .  Namo 


Per       UM  dnfy 
received 
date  entered 


hltterlc 


Merlon  Cricket  Club 


2.  Looation 


■tf— t  &  numbef  Hontgomiry  Avenue  and  Grays  Lane 
city,  tQwn  Haverford   vlelnlty  ef 


not  for  pubneatlon 


state  Pennsylvania 


^ode 


eounty  MQntgomgry 


cede 


3.  Olassifioation 

Qetagery  Ownership 

^_  district  pubile 

JC—  byllding<s)  private 

 strueture   both 

—  site  Py&llo  Acquisition 
 object   In  prooess 


ttetys 

ecoupied 
unoecupled 

 work  In  progrtss 

Aooesslble 

.  yes^  rtstrleted 


Present  Use 
agriculture 

—  commsrciil 

—  tducatlonai 

.  tnteilainment 

.  government 


 Iseing  considered        ^„  yes:  unrestricted  ,  industrial 

A  no 


.  military 


4.  Owner  of  Property 


museum 
park 

private  residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
otheri  recreation 


name 


Merlon  Cricket  Club  fc/o  Mr_  F^r^i  Vnllmer-.  M^n^g^r^) 

street  &  number     Montgomery  Avenue  It  Grays  Lane  

city,  town  Haverford 


.  vicinity  Of 


state 


ion  of  Laqal  Description 


courthouse,  registry  of  deeds,  etc.  Recorder  of  Deeds,  Montgomery  County  Courthouse 
 Swede  and  Airy  Streets 


street  &  number 


city  I  town 


Norrlstown 


iiate     Pennsylvania  19401 


Bm  Roprosentation  in  Existing  Surveys 


title 


None 


has  this  property  been  determined  eligible?   yes 


date 


federal         state  county 


local 


.depositery  for  survey  records 
^ity,  town 
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state 
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7.  Pescriptien 


Qondilion  Ghssli  on*  Oheak  onm 

exeelfent  ^     dttariorated  unaltered  original  site 

 good  -  -  ruins  . .  K  altered  .  moved  date 

.  fair  ^  .  ynexposed 


D^scrib*  thm  pr@s#nt  and  original  {11  known)  physioal  appaaranoe 

Summary 


The  M.rlor.  Crlckat  Club  occuplas  a  20-acr«  rectangular  plot  Just  off  Montaomerv 
Jr^Sfi    IT  'h.  main  .eetlon  of  «hieh  was  designed  by  P„nk  FurnesJ 

In  1896,  is  on  the  portion  of  the  plot  Marest  Gt.ys  Lane  and  la  aligned  to  a 
northeast-southwe.t  axis  that  conforms  roughly  to  the  shape  and  orientation  of 


Merlon  Cricket  Club  Grouods 


The  Clubhouse  faces  Merlon's  majesfcle  front  lawn,  which  can  be  set  up  Into 
co«p^tlt?on^9Sf"-  ''^^  .«tl^   for   the  Davis  Cup 

Since  moving  to  Itoverford  in  1892,  the   club  has  acquired   no  new  land  at  this 

I  "xcept  for  3  acres  adjoining  the  northeast  side  of  the  original  grounds 
d  bb  n'lr  "20.     This  land  included  an  axl.nlng  resldenfe.  sooA 

f.nM?  4^         f'^'.  provided  living  spAce  for  merter.  «sldii«  at  the  club 

until  It  was  torn  down  in  1969, ^ 

Main  Building 

Furness  designed  a  great  Victorian  cut  stone  pile,  3  stories  in  height  over  a 

raised  basement.  The   front  facada  is  highly  Bymmetrlcal.  almost  mirror-Image 

In  appearance.  ^ 

The  central  portion  of  the  facade  Is  16  bays  on  the  second  level,  the  central 
8  of  which  project  slightly  forward,  .upported  at  the  projected  corners  and  In 
th.  center  by  great  stone  and  brick  pier,  that  Join  single  arche^ each  supporting 
4  bays.  On  the  first  floor,  a  massive  veranda  runs  the  fufl  width  of  the 
central  portion;  the  second-floor  rooms  over  it  are  supported  in  the  recessed 
section  by  narrower  arches  and  smaller  stone  piers. 

Each  keystone,  including  those  over  the  basement  half-windows,  is  ornamented 
with  a  fleur-de-lis.  Under  each  window  on  the  second  level  is  a  recessed  and 
highly  dacorate^d  panel  bearing  the  club's  name.  Single  openings  in  the  third- 
floor  gables  of  the  central  bays  are  centered  over  the  keystones  of  the  two 
large  arches  on  the  first  level. 

Beyond  the  16-bay  central  section,  the  veranda  continues  in  wood  to  both  left 
and  right.  Its  roof,  which  sports  open  porches  on  both  sides  on  the  second 
level,  is  supported  by  three  sets  of  paired  wood  coluans  along  the  front.  Both 
levels  are  balustraded. 
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Tkm  northeastern  gaetien  of  the  structure »  which  is  set  taek  from  thm  main 
masSj  Is  asyametrlealg  but  continues  the  same  principal  motifs  and  materials. 
The  ends  and  rear  of  the  strucnure  are  simpler  versions  ©f  the  front  facade. 
The  most  important  feature  of  the  rear  elevation  is  a  large  porte-cochere  in  a 
wing  at  a  right  angle  to  the  main  massi  the  single  arch  In  the  porte-cochere 
is  executed  in  much  the  same  manner  and  siEe  as  the  large  arches  on  the  front 
facade*  A  large  Palladian  window  Is  positioned  above  the  porte-cochere  in  the 
wing  a 

Merion's  main  clubhouse  has  been  extended  to  the  northeast  and  is  much  modified 
on  the  Interior,  Notably,  in  1928j  the  club  conducted  a  major  remodeling  of 
the  main  building*  The  main  dining  room  and  kitchen  were  moved  from  the  second 
floor  to  the  first  and  three  private  dining  rooms  were  added.  A  low-slung 
locker  building  was  also  constructed,  to  the  north|  It  included  three  squash 
rackets  singles  courts  and  a  doubles  court.  Eight  years  later ,  further  altera- 
tions were  made  to  the  ballroom  and  second  floor  of  the  main  clubhousei  a  new 
Sun  Lounge  was  placed  in  the  southern  half  of  the  former  dining  room  on  that 
level • 

Other  Changes 

Exclusive  of  the  Interior  changes  and  northeast  additions  to  the  historic  core 
of  the  main  clubhouse ,  which  have  affected  its  exterior  appearance  little, 
changes  and  additions  elsewhere  In  the  complex  have  occurred  over  the  years, 
reflecting  accommodations  to  the  members*  needs  and  the  Introduction  of  new 
sports  favored  by  them. 

In  1900,  three  squash  racquets  singles  courts  were  constructed  adjoining  the  main 
clubhouse,  A  doubles  court  was  erected  next  to  them  in  1923  and  reconstructed 
by  1950.  In  1965  two  new  singles  squash  racquets  courts  and  one  new  doubles 
court  replaced  badminton  courts  that  had  been  built  In  1937  In  part  of  a  1923 
garage  on  the  earlier  stables  site. 

Merion's  tennis  courts  have  also  been  revamped  over  the  years.  Eight  dirt 
courts  were  laid  out  in  1920,  Four  Tenlko  courts  were  installed  in  1945  and 
two  more  in  1947-48 1  four  more  Tenlko  courts  (three  on  the  site  of  the  "Lodge" 
in  1971-72)  and  three  all-weather  have  subsequently  been  added,  bringing  the 
total  to  13  hard-surface  courts.  Two  platform  (paddle)  tennis  courts  were 
added  in  1961 i  they  were  redecked  with  aluminum  In  1974  and  an  additional  court 
was  constructed. 

The  largest  facility  added  is  the  Indoor  tennis  building,  which  was  completed 
in  1974;  it  is  near  the  northeast  end  of  the  complex.  The  new  ladies  locker 
room  in  this  structure  replaced  one  In  the  "Cottage"  behind  the  porte-cochere. 
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Foatnota 


^Data  in  this  dsscrlpclan  that  mtm  not  darivgd  from  onslte  Ingpeetioa  are  taksn 
from  the  history  of  the  elub  that  appears  In  Herlofi  GrickeC  Club*  The  terlon  Crleket 
Club  MembMB  Guide  (Hsvarford,  Pa*s  [IMS]),  pp,  9-16,  and  Paul  A*  Cagey  et  il., 
The  Herioa  Cgieket  Club>  1S65-196S  (Philsdelphiai  Frivately  printad,  1965)run^g- 
inatad. 


218 


322 


@,  Signifieance 


Armmm  eff  SlgnlfiesM^^^Hdcli  and  Jyslify  Mew 

■fch#«logy-prthlstGri£         sommuriity  planning 
■^H#ology-hlstorie  Gsnstrvatlon 
^  agrl^uttura  .  . . .  eoonomlas 

arohftteture  ,  edueafion 


. .  prehiatsHs 


landsca^  ar^hittature 
law 

llttfiture 
military 
muslE 
phlleaophy 
politics  govemmant 


rtllglon 
ssienea 
seulptura 
s^iai^ 

humanitarfan 


1S0CM1S9i 


17D0-1799 


csmmarea  asploratlon  sdttlemant 


theatef 
— ^  franaportatidti 
^  ^  other  (speeify} 


.  invention 


1896-97 


BuilMrArshitMl 


Frank  Furness 


Stalsimiit  of  SignlN^Mss  lin  ena  paragraphl 

Sugmarjr 

Thm  Merlon  CrlekeE  Club  Is  BlgnlflMnt  in  thm  history  of  cricket,  tannls ,  squaah, 
and  golf  In  thm  United  Statu.  Also,  its  elubhouse,  which  has  survived  generally 
Intact,  is  of  considerable  archltactural  interest  as  one  of  the  few  surviving 
works  of  Philadelphia's  premier  Victorian-era  architect,  Frank  Furness* 

The  Merlon  Cricket  Club  is  one  of  the  handful  of  surviving  properties  that 
illustrate  and  continue  the  history  of  the  traditionally  English  sport  of 
cricket  in  Ajneriea.  Although  cricket  today  Is  confined  regionally  and  tends  to 
be  regarded  as  the  preoccupation  of  a  social  elites  it  was  a  major  sport  in  the 
United  States  In  the  Ifth  century  that  valiantly,  though  vainly,  contended  with 
baseball  for  supremacy  among  "ball**  games*  Fhiladelphla  was  the  most  important 
center  for  Its  play,  aad  it  was  particularly  popular  among  Imigrant  English 
factory  workers^  as  wall  as  the  well-to-do. 1 

Cricket  In  the  United  States  declined  precipitously  after  1900.  Merlon's 
members,  however,  had  by  then  already  assumed  a  vigorous  role  In  the  new  sport 
of  lawn  tennis.  In  which  they  were  to  win  major  distinccion*  They  also  took  a 
leading  role  in  golf*  building  a  celebrated  course  near  their  clubhouse,  and 
have  excelled  la  squash  racquets.  Thm  club  today  provides  a  rich  variety  of 
recreational  activities  for  Its  members*^ 

Cricket  at  Merlon 

In  1865*  some  15  young  men  from  Merlon  and  nearby  Radnor ,  aged  14  to  22,  banded 
together  as  the  Merlon  Cricket  Club*  pledging  to  meet  to  play  crictet  at  least 
once  a  week.  The  club  soon  began  accepting  challenge  matches.  Enthusiasm  grew 
and  the  club's  membership  Increased  rapidly  along  with  It, 

The  club  at  first  played  on  the  estate  of  the  father  of  one  of  its  members.  In 
1873,  it  moved  to  land  in  ArdmorCj  Pa.,  that  was  owned  by  two  of  the  members |  a 
clubhouse  and  grounds  were  soon  prepared.  By  1888,  when  the  club  first  won  the 
Halifax  Cup  (since  1874  the  leading  trophy  In  North  American  cricket),  the  club 
was  well  established,  and  was  outgrowing  the  Ardmore  site. 

Thus*  In  1892*  the  Club  moved  to  its  present  site  in  Haverford,  A  clubhouse 
was  completed  the  same  year.  In  1896,  however*  fire  destroyed  the  clubhouse 
and  it  was  decided  to  retain  Frank  Furness  to  design  the  replacement.  In  the 
new  location,  cricket  continued  to  be  a  focus  of  the  members'  Interest,  although 
other  sports,  notably  tennis,  were  eventually  to  displace  its  indoor  bowling 
was  Introduced  in  1895,  and  the  club's  first  golf  course  was  laid  out  the 
following  year. 
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Thm  grounds  fonally  opmnmd  wlCh  a  Rsll£a%  Gup  ^teh  an  May  13^  1893.  In  ocher 
Interaatlansl  erlckst  utah#s  on  the  Hsverford  field,  Hgrion  faosd  ta^is  from 
Cmbridg#  Unlvarslfe^  and  Maryleboa#  In  GraaC  Briealn,  Australia,  and  India. 
Cricket  eonclnued  to  hm  Important  at  the  club  through  the  first  deemds  of  the 
new  eentury.  Thm  1924  visit  of  the  Inoognltlp  a  foreign  orloket  tmrnm^  howaver, 
wu  the  last  suoh  #vant. 


Tha  club  has  Intermittently  ravlvad  its  ancestral  sport,  ganarally  for  local 
play.  In  the  late  1970s,  however »  the  sport  anjoyed  a  mdest  revival  that  has 
continued  to  the  present. 


Taunis  at  Herlon 


I^wn  tennis  was  first  playad  by  Herlon *8  members  at  the  club's  earlier  site  in 
1379^  Just  5  years  after  it  was  Introduced  into  tha  United  States  at  Statan 
Island,  H#Y#  It  gainad  rapidly  in  popularity,  and  the  club*s  members  achieved 
prominence  in  the  sport.  The  club  grounds  also  became  the  site  of  notable 
tournaments,  including  the  National  Intercollagiata  Tournaments  (1900^34,  1937, 
except  in  1917^18)  and  the  Fannsylvanla  State  Tournamants  (from  inception  in 
1894  to  the  present^  excapt  in  1932-36  and  1942-45). 

Hans'  national  singles  champions  from  Marion  include  tfllllam  J«  Clothier  (1906), 
R.  Norris  Williams,  Jr.  (1914,  1916)^  and  1.  Victor  Seixaa  (1934) |  Seixas  also 
won  at  Wimbledon  the  pravious  year. 

One  of  the  great  highlights  of  tennis  at  Kerlon  was  the  Davis  Cup  Challanga 
Round  in  September  1939 ^  in  which  Australia's  John  Bromwich  and  Adrian  Qulst 
captured  tha  Cup  3-2  over  Robert  Riggs  and  Frank  ]Parker  of  the  United  States. 3 
On  that  occasion,  stands  holding  8^000  people  ware  erected  on  Merioa*s  front 
lawn. 


Siiuash 

My r ion  has  produced  a  phenomenal  numbar  of  national  champions  in  both  singles 
and  doubles  competition  in  this  s^rt|  some  of  tha  competitions  have  bean  held 
on  tha  club's  courtsi  in  TOn*s  singles  (Donald  Strachan,  1939|  A.  Willing 
Patterson^  1940i  Charlas  H.F.  Brinton,  1941,  1942,  1946^  1947  [with  no  tourna- 
ments held  in  1943*45*  inclusive]!  Hunter  Lott,  1949|  Q.  Diehl  Mataerj  Jr., 
1952-54,  1961 1  Smuel  P*  Howa,  III,  1962 1  Benj^n  ^ckscher,  1963 1  and  Ralph 
Howe*  1964) I  and  In  mens'  doublas  (Hunter  Lott*  1938-^42  Inclusivei  Charles 
M*F*  Brinton  and  Donald  Strachan,  1946|  David  Hclbillin,  1947|  Charles  Brinton, 
1948;  Hunter  Lott  and  Diehl  Hataar,  Jr.,  1949*  1950,  1953|  G.  Diehl  Hateer* 
Jr.,  19511  and  John  Hanti  and  Diehl  Hataar,  Jr.,  1961).  Iln  1961,  the 
club  swept  all  five  major  mans*  championships.] 
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AlthDugh  women  did  not  begin  to  play  aquaah  racquets  at  Merlon  until  1927 j  thmy 
also  have  aMSsad  a  singularly  creditable  reeord  in  national  ehmplonahlp  compa-- 
tltion:  In  singles  (Ruth  Hall,  1931i  Mrs,  Ann  Page  Homer ,  1936,  1937^  1939^ 
1947|  and  Mrs.  Nathan  F*  Stauffer,  Jr,j  1951)|  and  In  doubles  (Mrs.\ton  Pagi 
Homar  and  Mrs.  Crawford  C.  Madalra,  1933 1  Mrs*  Homer ,  1936 1  Mrs-  Nathan  F* 
Stauffer,  Jr.,  1950,  1961,  1964|  Mrs.  H.L.G.  Clamant,  1956|  Mrs.  Clemant  and 
Mrs*  Charles   Classen,   1958,   1960|     and   Mrs.    Vosters   and  Mrs.    Classen,  1962). 

Golf 


Historically,  Marlon's  membars  embraced  golf  aarly,  and,  in  1896,  the  club 
built  its  first  golf  course,  a  9-holer,  at  a  site  about  3/4-mlle  northaast  of 
the  clubhouse.  An  18-hole  course  was  laid  out  In  Haverford  Township,  Delaware 
County,  in  1910-12  and  a  second  ona  In  19W.  In  1942,  tha  cricket  and  golf 
clubs  ware  formally  separated. 

Saveral  Merlon  players  excelled  in  golf.  The  Haverford  courses  have  become 
wall-known  nationally.  (Golf  courses,  ^rtilch  are  essentially  landscape  daslgns, 
will  be  considered  for  National  Historic  Landmark  designation  under  the  theme 
of  landscape  architecture .) 

Other  Sports 

Threa  male  membars  of  Merlon  (Samual  E.  Ewlng,  David  McMullin,  III,  and  Charles 
M,  Sheaf  far,  Jr.)  wara  on  tha  United  States  field  hockey  teams  In  the  Olympics 
of  1932  and  1936,  and  ona  (E.  Nrwbold  Black,  IV)  in  1956*  Miss  Anne  B,  Townsend 
captained  15  of  the  16  United  States  Women's  Teams  for  which  she  was  selected 
between  1923  and  1947. 


In  1914,  the  National  Archery  Championship  was  held  on  tha  Merlon  Cricket  Club 
grounds.    Fhlladelphla-area  teams  won  the  event. 


Footnotes 


Ijohn  Allan  Krout,  "Annals  of  Amarlcan  iport,"  The  Pageant  of  America  (New  Haven 1 
Yale  University  Press,  1929),  pp.  114,  124=130^^^ 

^Information  in  this  statement  is  taken  from  tha  history  of  tha  club  that 
appears  In  Merlon  Cricket  Club,  The  Merion  Cricket  Club  Mambers  Guide  (Haverford^ 
Pa.i  [1985]),  pp.  9-16,  and  Paul  A.  Casey  at  al*,  Tha~^erlon  Cricket  Club. 
1865-1965  (Philadelphia I  privately  prlntad,  1965),  unpaglnated*  - 

3parke  Cmsmlngs,  American  Tennis^  Tha  Story  of  a  Game  and  Its  Peopla  (Bostons 
Little,  Brown,  ^  Co.,  1957),  p.  64, 


221 


Major  BIbliOflrapihicji Jff«pf#r#iic# 


SEE  CoNriBTIOK  ^HEET 


Qusdrangia  seste . 


lig4.00C 


10,  Qeeflraiihietii  ^^il 

AerN9i  ef  nemlnaM  prepwty  UBES&llSliiiiJ^ 

*LMj  I4I7.4I6.2.0I  i4,4|2|9j5J^ 
Zofw     Eastins  Nofthing 

C  1 1|8|  |4|7,4|5|1|0|  [4j4|gi9[l  JjCj 
■UJ  i  I   i  I   ■  ■  i  U  1 

The  tract  of  land  bounded  by  HontjOiriV  Avtnu^ie  to  the  iouthwest^  Grayi  Lane  to  the  north- 
west*  an  unnamed  line  on  the  northtiit,  and  Ci^haswoed  Striit  an  the  southeast,  being  the 
tract  occupied  by  tn^t^rion  MMA%m^in^tcm  igZo.  ^^uznm^m%,  pting  tne 

LBst  all  statM       cayatlat  far  gH^part|«s  ^ntHipplMi     alata     #^niy  bMfidarias 


"Ujjj  I4l7.4lfi;iq|  i4i4lg. §1,1.419! 

ZMM  iiitii^  Northing 

oLUiJ  I4l7i4l3i4.0l  i4.4i2.gl3.Q.0l 

•^UJ  i  ■  I  

HUJ  I'    '    >   '    ■    i  I    ■   I    ■   I   ■    ■  I 


stata 


m0U 


11.  Farm  Praparadl  Jlf 

"•"^W**        .James  H"  nfMi-Jpf-oru,  Hittflflin  

efB-nlMtton  History  n^wlaf^n    u^-His^*^)  » 

Hay  iqgS 

•tfMl  A  number        1100  L  Street,  Nu 

WIflphoM     (202)  343-816S 

cHyertewn  Washington 

•teli          DC  20013-7127 

12.  Stata  Hiatari<p  P>r^serv»tl 

on  Offiicar  Oartiffleatlon 

tha  iivaluatad  significanea  of  thia  proparty  mi\n\f%  tNSlitt  \b\ 

  igtjgnai_  _  •tgl%^__  ^-^J^*^L   -  _   

Aa  tha  daslgnatad  State  Hittorlo  Praiarvati^h  0t|£fH6f  <h«  NiMtloriai  HIitorIc PreMrvatlcm  Am  of  IM  CPublic  Law  89^ 
ieS),  I  tiaraSy  noniinata  this  prO^iiy  far  ih^'Mil^rilnll^  Natid^^al  Raglatir  and  gertify  thit  it  has  baan  avaluatad 
aoaoniirig  to  tha  crltarla  and  prOeMuraf  M  ferfh  feiflhi  Ni|f§rafai  FaHi  Sttvliii 

Stata  Hiatorio  Piaaarvatlon  Offl^ar  iignaturf 


Mta 


dita 


PMOfijy 

I  tmMiy  ralify  that  ttila  pr^arty  it  \fi^  NatlSMmal  Ragltur 


tftta 


Kaapar  of  tha  Natlomi  Rog^M^ 
Atta^t 


222 


Mt« 


Wsfof  ^Wmtton 


ERIC 


326 


Mdtod  States  D^partmMit  mt  Um  tntmH&w 
NdtiemI  Parti  S#f¥te« 

Natlmal  Register  off  Historic  PI 
InvMtoiy-i-Noniiiiatim  Wmrm 

B^ibliQgraphy 

CasaF*  Paul    A,^    Charlas    K^B,    Wlstari    and    R©wland  Evans. 
Club.  1865-19iSp    Phlladalphlai  Prlvatsly  printad^  1965. 

•'Criekat,"    Tha  Eaeyiepaadia  Britannlea,  11th  ad*    Canbridge^  England i  Tha 
Uolvarslty  Prass,  1910-11.    VII,  433-446, 

atmnliigs.  Parka #    toariaan  Tannia,  Tha  Story  of  a  Gmm  and  Its  Paopla.  Boston' 
LiCtla,  Brown^  &  Cd.,  19S7«  ~  ~ —   --^ — 

Kraut »  John   Allan.      "Annals    ©f    Amarlean    Sport,"     Tha  Fagaant  of  Amarlaa. 
Havani  Yale  Unlvarslty  Prassj  1929.    ISi  114,  124-130l  ~  ^' — 


The  Harion  Griekat 


Naw 


Marlon  Crlekat   Club.     The  Iterlon  Srlekat  Club  teabarg  Guldai 
vanlai  Perlodla  IWaS]"!   


Ravarford^  Pannsyl^ 


O'Goraan,  Jamas  P.     The  Arahltactura  of  Frank  Fumass.  Philadelphia i  Philadelphia 
Husaum  of  Art,  1973. 

Phlladalphla  Real  Estate  Reporter  and  Builders^  Guide >  XI ,    3    (January  15  1896)- 

XI,  40  (September  30,  189§)|    XXI,  20  (May  16,  190S)*  * 


SS3 


327 

EKLC 


NFS  Wwm  10.KO 


QUI  Na 

lip.  t^^^M 


United  States  Department  of  the  Interior 

National  Park  Service 

National  Register  of  Historic  Places 
Inventory^Nomlnatlon  Form 

St#  (nstruetlani  in  How  to  CompfQts  Natlona!  ^eg/t f#r  Forms 
Type  ail  tnlrlti— gemplete  ipplieafali  iactleni 

1.  Name 


Wot  NFS  uu  ohly 

revived 
data  ent#fBd 


hiatqrie 


Ne^ort  CaelnQ 


and  of  QOmmeh 


2,  Loaation 


Street  &  number        lSS'-202  Ballavue 

^vanue  (antrance  at  194) 

not  for  publication 

city,  town  Navfport 

 ^  vicinity  of 

state     ^lodm  Island  ^^^^ 

esunty  Nev^rt 

code 

3.  Classification 

Qatsgery  Own«rsHlp 

 distrlet  pubilo 

-JL  buiiding(s)  x  private 

 ^  structure   both 

site  Public  Aequisitien 

-  -  -  object  .  in  process 

.  being  considertd 


Status 

^  occupied 

 ^  unoccupied 

.  work  in  progress 

ficeosslblo 

^   yts:  ftitricted 
yes:  unrestricted 

 no 


ppaaarit  Usa 

agriculture 
--X^  commercial 
educational 

 tntertalnmenl 

 government 

.  =  Industrial 

^  ^  military 


4.  Ovtfner  off  Property 


museum 
parN 

private  residence 

religious 

soientlflc 

...  transportation 

othen  rac3feation 


name    Col.  William  F.  Long^  Jr.,  VBA   (Hat.),  Digaotor  of  Newport  Qpgratians 


flLfg^j""^^^        Intarnatlonal  Tennis  Hall  of  Fama^  194  Ballavue  Avanue  

City,  town       mmoKt  „  vicinity  of  state  Rhode  Island  02840 

5,  Location  of  Legal  Description   

coyrthouse,  registry  of  deeds,  etc,    CitY  Hall 
street  &  number 


Broadway 


city,  town 


Na^^of  t 


state  Hhoda  Island  02840 


6.  Representation  In  Existing  Surveys 

Historic  Ainarican  Buildings^ 


title      Survay  (Rl-331) 


date  1971 


has  thiijsroperty  been  determined  eligible?    ™^  yes     v  no 
_    =^  -  federal         state    . — ,  county  local 


depository  for  survey  records  Library  of  Con^rass 
city,  town  Washington 


state  DC 
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7.  Description 


Qmt%4ltl&n  6heek  one  Cheek  one 

_i  excellent  „     dtteriQfated           unaltered  x    originaj  site 

good   .ruins  ..x-^'^®^®^  =    moygd  date 

 fair   „  unexpased 


Dos^ribo  tho  present  and  orlginsi  (Iff  known)  physioal  appearance 

The  dlstincclva  gteen^ghlngled  Casino  eomplex  occupies  a  large  roughly  L-»shaped 
plott  much  of  which  is  ©eeupled  by  the  eKpanses  of  Its  grass  tennis  courts j  some  of 
the  few  in  the  United  States  now  available  for  public  use.  The  complex  is  concealed 
behind  the  2--l/2*story  main  facade,  which  fits  into  a  contlnuoua  eoTOerclal  street^ 
scape  on  Bellevue  Avenue* 

The  street  front  of  the  main  building^  facing  west  on  Bellevue  Avenue,  contains 
restaurants  and  stores  on  the  ground  floor*  It  is  9  bays  and  measures  180-  k  45'* 
The  second  story  houses  the  various  rooms  of  what  was  originally  the  gentlemen's 
elub,  Tm  wings  Cl85'  x  25*)  that  project  to  the  rear  at  right  angles  are  linked 
by  a  1-story  curved  plaiza  (20'  wide) ^  the  famed  "Horseshoe  Piazza,"  that  encloses 
an  open  court.  Behind  the  curved  pla^ia  are  several  acres  of  land  on  which  grass 
tennis  courts  are  laid  out,  A  2«story  ballroom- theater  (54'  x  100')  at  the  back  of 
the  lot  is  linked  by  an  ornate  2-story  porch  with  a  buildlr^  (80'  x  100')  enclosing 
a  2--story  court  tennis  court. 

The  complex  Is^  with  the  limited  exceptions  noted  below,  well  preserved  or  finely 
restored*  The  International  Tennis  Hall  of  Fame  is  fully  eomltted  to  the  prop^ 
erty's  preservation  and  has  made  remarkable  progress  to  that  end  during  the  last 
decade « 

Store  Bloek 

The  Bellevue  Avenue  facade  of  the  Newport  Casino ,  the  more  formal  of  the  two  prln^ 
cipal  fronts,  is  symmetrically  composed  to  the  sides  of  an  arched  entrance  of  red 
pressed  brick ,  19'  wide  and  11  •  high,  This  heavy  main  entrance  arch  reflects  the 
influence  of  Henry  Hobson  Richardson's  work.  Flanking  the  central  arch  are  eight 
shops j  four  to  each  side,  the  bay  windows  of  which  fit  neatly  into  the  commercial 
streetscape*  The  piers  dividing  the  bays  are  red  pressed  brick  with  limestone 
bands , 

The  projecting  upper  level,  beneath  a  pitched  roof,  displays  a  series  of  three 
rhythmically  placed  receding  and  projecting  gables  and  balconies  covered  in  shingles 
cut  to  form  various  patterns*  At  its  center  Is  a  recessed  porch  below  a  high  gable 
containing  a  Palladlan  window  motif.  The  detailing  on  the  upper  story  combines 
Queen  ^ne  (as  in  the  pargetry  of  the  gables  and  the  panels  beneath  the  gables)  and 
Georgian  (the  Palladian  motif  in  the  central  gable)  forms* 

The  stores  are  entered  by  Individual  entrances  from  Bellevue  Avenue.  The  interior 
partitions  of  the  stores  vary  to  suit  the  Indlyldual  needs  of  the  clients*  The 
northernmost  store  Is  now  a  restaurant  that  extends  through  into  the  north  arm  of 
the  piazza*  The  rooms  on  the  second  floor,  which  feature  elaborate  trim,  are 
arranged  In  an  irregular  manner i   they  are  reached  by  a  stairway  In  the  center  of 
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CMS  Ns,iaM.ooia 
Eip.  n-at'»» 


^emnManttmt   Itomnumbef  7  ^  ^ 

?I*drSl?t^^i:.  ^.i^^T"-'  T  «•  °"  the  north,  and 

thfhLl^Jn  Wi,  ^r"'**  -°  worn  at  eh.  BOutheasc  corn.r.  Ilong 

SS-  .1  "%  «"™S«d  oth.r  rooms  of  different  .hap.,  and  dloenelon.! 

lha  gables  aC  the  north  and  south  ends  of  the  roofs  concaln  rooms. 

During  the  winter  of  1880-81,  the  bachelors'  apartment,  of  the  .acond  floor  were 
of^effS  N«t  to  the  office.   In  the  center  of  thrbuJdlS.  J" 

llSr  *  30')  .    The  bay  window  configuration  of  the  Icond- 

«rilf«  "  P"'^"*  ^"86  open  veranda.     An  addition  25'  square 

rt!  ™.^f  the  southwest  comer.    This  addition  increased  the  floor  space  ol 

the  .toM  below  it  on  the  first  floor  and  permitted  the  billiard  room  (25'  x  50')  on 
f^^J-    Although  the  clubrooms  wet.  last  used  as  .uch  before  fforld  War  II. 
their  interior  decor,  Burprlsingly.  remains  almost  intact. 

SLS"Sth'„f  ^"  ^^^"^  'he  Bellevue  Avenue 

IV^^L^Ia  I  '"""P'  syBmetry.  Brick  on  the  first  level  and  shingled  above,  it 
il  iouli  Ji  ■  great  expanse  of  roof  pierced  by  4  projecting  gables  and  dormer.. 
fh«       r       .  entrance.    Thl.  side's  most  distinctive  feature,  north  of 

SthrSrioo?         f  «  octagonal  shtogled 

^.rf  ,  bell  roof,  which  contains  a  large  square-faced  Tiffany  clock.    The  tower 

yf  ^^^'^^    Significant    element   in   the  eastern 

facade  is  the  coaplex  window  treatment  over  the  central  entrance. 

5SJ°lB^ll«*iL"r^",  *****  *  enclosed  and  divided  on  the  fir.t 

Moor  in  1881  into  two  large  rooms  (each  16'  k  45').  for  use  a.  reading  rooms,  an 
frthe'S«t^'"'l  '°  the  ^cond  story  above  the  converted  reading  r7om?.  S  iool 
II  i^talrLi  fn^.         ?  'fP"*  '°  *  81ft  shop,  is  connected 

oL^^-if^^i^  to  exhibit  areas  extending  over  both  downstairs  rooms. 

S^J™J^^  f°°"  permitted  the  two  downstairs  rooms  to 

om  openaa  laco  oq^  larga  room. 

"^'au""'.   is  «  large  room  that  open,  to  an  awnlng-oovered 
potell.    Originally  2  stories,   the  north  arm  was  extended  before  1890.     In  1948  the 

destroyed  by  fire.    The  wing  was  rebuilt  as  a 

l-«tory  ■tructuce  irtth  a  flat  roof, 

rS/Kd  h'^*!^!!^"^ ^u*,  "•^''1"  connecting  the  two  wings  is  1  story  with  a  pitched 
joef  and   has   shingled   balustrades.     It   is   framed   with  light   uprights  supporting 

W^Lj^t"  -''^'^  ^^"^^  '^^''^  influences'   Ind  utlU.ing  I 
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OontiFrnjation  ^tm^ 


item  numbar 


Theatar 

The  theater  Is  entered  on  the  norLh*  The  auditorium  runs  the  length  of  the  original 
building*  It  ineludes  a  25*  square  stage.  The  flooi  of  the  audience  hall  aaeommQ- 
dates  approximately  350  seats ^  originally  moveable  for  the  room's  use  as  a  ballroom* 
A  shallow  balcony  at  the  reaCj  or  west,  contains  three  rows  of  seats*  On  the  north 
and  south  sides  at  the  baleony  level  are  slightly  projecting  railed  boxes  under  low 
arches*  Below  the  boxes  on  the  south  is  storage  space*  the  lobby ^  ticket  office » 
and  restrooms  are  below  the  boxes  on  the  north  side  of  the  building* 

The  permanent  seats  were  installed  In  1927,  An  enclosed  stairway  on  the  west  (1967), 
carefully  matched  in  style  to  the  other  features  of  the  theater  *  leads  to  the  balcony 
and  projection  booth  (1930s)  in  the  second  story  gallery  of  the  porch  on  the  west 
side,  A  relatively  inconspicuous  eastern  cinder  block  addition  (1930)  provides  space 
for  scenery J  storage,  and  dressing  rooms* 

The  theater's  decoration,  primarily  In  white  and  gold,  is  rich.  The  lower  portion  ©f 
the  walls  Is  covered  with  horizontal  wainscottlng  and  vertical  panelling*  The  wood- 
covered  pilasters  with  plaster  Ionic  composite  capitals  are  decorated  with  chevrons 
and  rondels*  The  pilasters  support  arches  which  enframe  the  boxes  at  the  balcony 
.level.  The  plaster  wall  at  the  balcony  level  is  covered  with  a  basket  weave  pattern 
accented  with  rondels  placed  above  the  pilasters  and  rosettes  in  a  sml-ordered 
pattern.  There  are  accented  keystones  on  each  arch.  The  frlese  at  the  top  of  the 
wall  la  decorated  with  pilasters ^  windows,  and  stencilled  designs*  The  short  pilas- 
ters, in  two  different  widths,  are  decorated  with  semicircles  at  the  ends  and  a 
diamond  motif  In  the  center.  Corresponding  to  the  wide  pilasters  of  the  frieze  are 
elongated  modtllions  which  integrate  the  surface  treatment  of  the  ceiling  with  that 
of  the  walls. 


A  very  elaborately  turned  balustrade  encloses  the  boxes  and  balcony.  At  regular 
intervals,  square  open  screens  accent  the  vertical  pattern  of  the  balusters*  The 
original  wall  sconces  remain*  The  center  chandelier  is  suspended  from  a  metal  flashed 
opening  which  is  surrounded  by  eight  glass  globes.  Other  glass  globes  are  placed  at 
Intervals  along  the  celling  beams* 

Court  Tennis  Building 

The  theater  and  court  tennis  building  are  connected  by  a  Z^story  porch.  The  pltchad 
roof  of  this  porch  intersects  the  west  hip  of  the  theater  roof.  The  court  tennis 
building  itself  has  a  flat  roof.  The  exterior  walls  of  the  court  tennis  building  are 
of  frme  construction  covered  with  shingles.  The  interior  walls  of  the  center  poftion 
are  Portland  cement. 
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S  locker  rooB  we.  add.d  to  Che  court  tennis  building.    Aftar  «  fire  in  1945 

the  building  v«8  dlvidea  Into  halv.a  for  locker  rooms  and  equipment  »toti.  soacf' 
Its  restoraEion  for  court  tennis  was  coapletad  In  1979.  1  »^P"'enc   storage  space. 

Staods  and  Lawn  Courts 

ff*hi**S       "'l*  •    generally    similar    configuration    since  construction 

fif h^f^f P«l«di""y  re-marked  within  the   confines  of  the  wSwaJi 

and  bulldingsi  there  at.  now  15.  The  first  grandstand  on  "Center  Court"  „J  hoSt 
fro»  a   circus  m   1892.     Other    stands,   l.car  used  for   tennis  /  were   bull?  f  if  he 

°°  'he  west  side  of' center  tourt.  Newer 
and  larger  grandstands  are  on  its  south.  -uuti..  newer 

FootnoteB 

dlS*i«*^£'^f't?°  prepared  by  consolidating  and  summarizing 

f  i  °f  °*  Bourcesi    Antoinette  F.  Downing  and  Vincent  J.  Scully.  Jr..  ihl 
Architectural  Heritage  of  Newport.  Rhode  Island  (New  York.-  Clarkson  N.  Potter.  Wefn 
inc      L«ort    RhoH.^?*T.?^  National  Lawn  Tennis  Hall  of  Pan.  and  Tennis  Museum 
lulW*ISr^r  •  R»»°^.f„I«l«d    (Newport,  Rhode  Island.  1975).  p.  3-  and  Historic  American 
Sata-^f^'^lsn^^".:^'  Photographs,  Written  Historical  and  Descrl^il" 

Data    (HABS    RI-331)(WaBhlngEon.    B.C.i    National    Park    Service,    1971).    pp.  1-12. 
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Period  Areas  eff  SlgnlfleanGe^^heeli  and  Justify  below 

prehistorle  irgheology-prthistorie         community  pfanning  landscape  arshitecture  rtligton 

1400-14S9  archeQlsgy'historic  coniervatipn  law  science 

liQO^ISif  agrisulture  #conpmics  literature  sculpture 

1i00-169i  K  architecture  education  military  sscial 

1700^1799  art  engineering  mustc  humanitarian 

^  1S6Q»1899  commerce  exploration  settlement  philosophy  theater 

X  1900^  communications  industry  politics  government  ^  transportation 

invention  .      other  (spaelfy) 

Sp#€ifio  dates  ISSO^date      ^  Byitder  Arehiteet    MaKim,  Head,  &  White  (tennis  canter) 


Statemarit  of  Sigriiffioano#  (in  on^  paragFaph) 

The  Newport  Caalno  (I8S0'-81)  was  America's  anawar  to  Wimbledon  (I877)*  Indeed^  from 
an  hlstorleal  perspective  ^  since  the  rebuilding  of  Wimbledon  In  1922 ,  It  la  the 
premier  hlatorlcal  site  In  lam  tennis  mrldwlde^l  As  a  complex  of  bulldlnga ,  it 
may  also  be  considered  one  of  the  first  eKamples  of  the  auburban  and  resort  country 
clubs  built  with  recreational  facilities,  which  were  a  new  feature  of  the  aophlstlcsted 
aoclal  life  of  the  I8S0s« 

The  Casino  ho  a  ted  the  U^S*  Lawn  Tennis  Chuplonshlpa  from  1881  to  1914  and  has  eon- 
tinned  as  a  alte  for  international  tennis  tournamenta-  Today  it  includes  the  Inter- 
naclonal  Tennis  Hall  of  Fames  It  also  houses  the  second  "court"  tennis  court  built 
In  the  United  States ,  which  Is  the  oldest  extant* 

The  Casino  has  transcended  its  orlglna  aa  a  private  club  for  high  aociety"the  very 
center  of  Newport's  sutmer  colony  of  the  privileged—and  has  become  the  preeminent 
historic  shrine  of  a  sport,  tennis,  which,  though  It  was  dominated  in  Ita  early 
history  by  a  similar  arlscocratlc  flavor,  has  been  democratized  In  the  mid-^20th 
century , 

The  Newport  Casino  Is  also  of  exceptional  Importance  In  the  history  of  U*S.  architect 
ture.  With  Ita  richly  textured  surfaces  and  Intricate  detailing,  the  Newport  Casino 
was  HcKl®,  Mead,  and  Whitens  classic  statement,  early  In  their  career  as  a  firm,  of 
the  Shingle  Style* 

The  Casino  was  also  the  site  of  the  first  Newport  Jazz  Festival  (1954)  .2 
History 

James  Gordon  Bennett,  Jr.,  the  fabulously  wealthy,  irascible,  and  eccentric  owner  of 
the  jjew^ork  Herald,  enjoyed  vacations  at  Nef^ort,3  In  the  late  1870a,  he  was,  as 
he  would  be  until  his  death,  in  the  forefront  of  adventure  and  all  types  of  recreation. 
He  was  vlce^cofimiodore  of  the  Ne^  York  Yacht  Club  and  was  a  patron  of  horseracing, 
shooting,  foxhunting,  etc*  He  introduced  polo  to  the  United  Statea  and  brought  a 
team  to  Newport  to  teach  the  game. 

Bennett  apparently  challenged  one  of  the  polo  tmsm  members,  who  complied,  Co  ride  his 
horse  into  the  Reading  Eoom,  then  the  most  exclusive  club  In  the  city*  Irritated  at 
the  unamused  reaction  by  the    club  to   what   he  regarded   as    good  fun^ — for  the  club 
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Sflffi^  "  -  privlleies-he  decided   to  build  hi.  own  club  comply,  oo 

"™  BaMlon,    Stone   Villa  (now  deaollshed) .    "  ^nnet? 

organlMd  the  club  as  a  Joint  stock  company  and  retained  McKlm  Mead  and  Vt^tm  tl 
design  ^at  was  dubbed  the  N.«po«  Casino.  Staunch  ftlaS.  of  SSitt  iS^inl 
August  lelmont  and  Pierre  Lorlllard,  were  aaong  the  founding  sub.crrbets.V  *°«^«^*»S 

Bennett  s  club,  the  clubrooBs  of  which  were  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Bain  bulldlnH 
but  also  a  ballrooa,  a  theater,  a  restaurant,  fountains,  and  grass  courls  on  whlSio 
play  another  new  game  recently  imported  from  Great  Brltiln-lfwn  tennis . 

Tennis^ 

'^^  P*'"**  *°  States  in  1874.  the  year  after  It  was 

i^^or  «    J?  Britain.    It  was  an  adaptation  of  "courf  tennis  to  outdoor  courts 

Incorporating  elements  of  badminton,  racquets,  and  other  games.  By  1880  theM  ^M 
several  private  courts  In  the  Newport  area.  s«i«».    «y  iBSU,  tnere  were 

SLhfn"ri"°K'^^K*^",  '^»»»«ent   was   held  at  the    Staten   Island    Cricket  and 

Baaeball  Club  (the  place  In  the  United  State,  where  It  had  first  been  played  In  the 
summer  of  1874)  in  Septeaber  1880.  Players  from  various  clubs,  however '^re  Salng 
different  types  of  balls,  different  heights  of  the  net.  etc.    TOew  Sffwencel  S 

t^e  thfl?r«  «Sf /^"V  club,  were  represented,  and  within  a  .Sort 

^fLptLJer"!  ofJSfyir''"'**''  "        Newport  Casino  for  August  31 

Newport  was  a  logical  choice.    Most  of  the  players  at  that  time  were  in  "Society"  or 

Sr"nT88ri^S«-  w  °'  League-  college'^l^int" 

»d'mi=r  11/  T  .i.*^  *  preeminent  social  resort  and  the  Casino  had  its  fina.c 
and  most  modem  facilities,  including  new  lawn  tennis  courts.  Attendance  at  th# 
flrat  national    toumaaent   was    small-only   about    100.    to   watch    the    26  playe«! 

Richard  Dudley  Sears  of  Boston  won  the  first  nen»s  singles  chMplonshlp  and  continued 
to  Win  It  for  seven  successive  years,  until  he  retired  undefeated.  (Sear,  also  was 
U.S.  amateur  court  tennis  champion  in  1892.)    Until  1890  the  men's  doubles  chaapion- 

cScket"y  at  ?tftL*i'''r'>''  ^*°S  held  for  many  years  at  the  Longwood 

(.ricket  Club  at  Its  succeBslve  locations  in  and  near  Boston. 

SSf%™*"^ri*. "  """^^  Hational  iten's  Singles  Championships  to  the  Vest 
NeSorf^^^^     ^  they  were  held  at  the 

Newport  CaBlno.     The  Newport  Casino  can  thus  Justifiably  be  considered  the  •'cradle" 
of  lawn  tennis  In  the  United  States.  ^  am^umrma  cne  cradle 
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After  BmrntBt  wtahXm  etaaapiOM  at  Mifpoft  laaluded  thras^tl^e  wtanars  QlivH  Bm 
Omptell  (1890-92)  and  HalMlJa  P»  Whitman  (1898-1900)  and  sls-tlma  Mnnef  Willin 
l^^nad  (1961-011  1907-11).  William  Olothiaf  mn  In  1906  and  Hauriea  H^LoygUin  in 
1912  and  1913. 


Thm  traaafar  mi  thm  natio&al  ehaapioaahlps  from  Nawport  arosa  largely  from  tansis* 
growinf  popularit]f#  Tha  tQuraaaatica  had  baaa  attract iog  mora  and  more  spaetatorap 
aod  tha  aaatiog  at  Mvpott  ma  inadaqyaca  for  tha  graat  aroiida.  Nawport  alao  was 
ralatlTaly  iaacaaasihla  and  eottparacivalf  short  of  rastauraots  aod  hotels.  Tha  Wast 
Sida  fanttia  Club  had  Just  soYad  to  Forast  Mlls^  and  thair  olubhouaa  eourta*  grand- 
stands aoyld  than  acaomodata  ama  1S»000  apaatators.    (Forast  Hilla  has  baan  rabuilt.) 

Although  sobared  hf  tha  loaa  of  tha  Katlonals,  Mwport  that  yaar  bagan  to  hold  tha 
Hanpott  Invitational  T^urnmanta.  Thasa  mra  man*  a  ai^'iaa  and  doublas  avants. 
bvitatioaa  mra  aagarly  aought  hf  tha  bast  donastle  and  fotfalgn  playars,  sinaa  thia 
touraMant  was  aonsidarad  a  "twa-up"  for  tha  Hation&lss  sehadulad  latar  in  August, 
Tha  Hawport  aaataur  tournnants  oontinuad  through  1967  whan  "opan"  tournmants  wara 
sanationadi  and  the  proa  took  ovar.  Bomm  tournuants  wara  Mittad  during  World  Wars 
I  and  lip  but  tha  list  of  Hawport  raataur  ainglas  i^nnara  indudas  suah  teariean 
luBinariaa  at  WillinCBig  Bill'')  Tildan  (1919»  1926^27,  1929-30) ,  William  Johnston 
( 1922 1  1924*25)  p  Ulraorth  Vinaa  (1931*32),  Bobby  Uggs  (1936),  Don  Budga  (193S; 
1937^38) »  Willim  falbart  (1948),  Fanaho  Mnaalaa  (1949),  Haa  Uahardson  (19S4-S5), 
Chuak  HaKinlay  (1962,  1964),  and  Pannia  Ralston  (1966)  of  tha  Unitad  itataai  and 
Australians  Kan  Eoaawall  (1956),  Mai  ^darson  (1957-58),  and  Rod  Lavar  (1960)i  and 
Japanesa  Ichiya  KuMigaa  (1916)#  Many  of  thasa  man  alst^  did  ^11  in  tha  doublaa 
coapatition*^ 

FroB  1965  through  1970  Hen*  a  Frofaasionsl  Slnglas  and  Doublas  Tournamants  vara  hald, 
using  tha  (jaUaa  Be)  Vm  Alan  Saoring  SystM,  whiah  has  baan  adoptad  for  usa  in 
■odarn  aoapatition  tannia  AlMst  all  of  thosa .  aoapating  had  pravioualy  playad  at 
tha  Gasino  aa  wataurs*  b  1971^74,  tha  Virginia  Sliss  Graasaourta  Chmpionships 
took  the  piaaa  of  tha  pravioualy  all-aala  touramanta^  Tha  format  of  tha  woman's 
profasaional  cirault  waa  ahangad  so  that  Hai^ort  was  aliminatad  in  1975.  In  1974^76 
the  national  Hen's  Aaataur  Graasaourts  Championships  ware  hald  on  tha  Casino  adurts, 
and  in  1975  both  tha  Man* a  and  Woman's  Chnpionships »  Sinaa  1976,  tha  Tannls  Ball  of 
FMa  Championships  have  baan  hald  annually, 7 

The  Casino  was  alao  a  prima  aantar  for  aourt  tannis ,  until  tha  aourt  waa  damagad  by 
fira  in  1939ft  Faithfully  rastorad  in  raaant  years,  tha  aourt  now  has  tha  ambianaa  in 
wtiiah  Tom  Fattitt,  tha  first  taariaan  player  to  win  tha  world  chaapionahip  (1885), 
playad  and  trained  other  playera  for  many  years 


*Saa  below  for  additional  disausaion  of  Van  Alan's  role, 

232 


ERIC 


339 


Cap.  lO^^M 


United  States  Department  eff  the  Interior 
National  Park  Sarvica 

National  Register  of  Hlstorlo  Places 
Inventonf— 'Nomination  Porm 

Cetitlmjatlon  sh— t    l,e„  ny^be. 


Newport  Jazz  Faatlval  (1954) 

•volutlon  w«8  epitomlz«d  by  thi.  ev.nt,  though  It  was  afterward  traw- 
ferrad  to  ne.rby  Freebody  Park.  Off.nbach  and  Strau..  had  once  be.n  the  musical 
PlSS     ;f  io\l  »«tche..  with  an  orchestra  playing  from  the  Hor.eahoe 

feSv    H    t    .  the  musical  entertainers   at   the  fastlval   Included  Eddi.  Condon. 

Bobby  Hackett,  Dlzgy  Gillespie.  Stan  Kenton,  and  Pee  Wee  Russell. 9  « 

The  International  Tennis  Hall  of  PaMlO 

In  1952,  Jaaea  H.  Van  Alen,  then  serving  a.  president  of  the  Casino,  who.e  family  had 
been  Burner  realdents  of  Newport  for  several  generations,  and  who  had  played  tennis 
at  thj  Casino  since  childhood,  originated  the  idea  o£  the  National  Tennis  Hall  of 
Fame.**  After  preliminary  dl.cus.lons  with  various  tennl.  officials  and  prominent 
I  aanctlon  from  the  United  State.  Lawn  Tennis  Association 

to  establish  at  the  Newport  Casino  the  National  Lawn  Tennis  Hall  of  Fame  and  Tennis 
»fe..e™.  Inc.  William  J.  Clothier,  National  Singles  Champion  at  Newport  In  1906,  was 
elected  president  by  the  board  of  directors. 

Clothier  personally  devoted  himself  to  soliciting  Items  for  exhibit.  He  also,  for 
the  first  few  years,  paid  a  large  part  of  the  expanses  out  of  his  own  pocket.  Among 
the  first  Items  acquired  for  display  was  the  "Sears  Bowl,"  a  handsome  sterlini  silver 
punch  bowl,   the  first  national  championship  trophy.     The  collections  today  Include 

racquets  used  by  distinguished  players.  Including  Bill  Tllden 
%\  *  ^"^^  relating  to  the  Davis  Cup  matches.  A 

■mall  but  excellent  reference  library  has  also  been  accimulated,  containing  many 
out-of-print  books  on  tennis.  ' 

Prom  the  beginning,  the  Tennis  Hall  of  Fame  hoped  to  acquire  the  entire  Newport 
Casino  property.  When  Van  Alen  was  elected  president  in  1957,  he  imedlately  went  to 
work  to  accomplish  this  end.  During  the  past  few  years,  with  funds  donated  by  generous 
friends  the  Hall  of  Fame  has  purchased  the  former  "Casino  Theater"  (renamed  the  "Van 
Alen  Auditorium  ),  and  in  addition  about  2  acres  of  city-owned  land,  on  which  the 
genter  Court,  grandstand,  and  several  other  grass  courts  are  situated.  The  Hall  of 
Fame  also  owns  adjoining  land  on  which  an  Indoor  tennis  court  facility  has  reeentlv 
been  constructed   by   a   group    of  local   businessmen  under  a  land-lease  arrangement. 


**Van  Alen  is  a  great  amateur  court  tennis  players  three  times  United  States  singles 
champion  and  winner,  with  his  brother,  of  the  U.S.  doubles  title. 
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Isk  1975,  thm  mummxm  was  upanded  hj  ^pairing  and  restoring  thm  old  elubrooas  on  the 
sesood  floo^.  Mso,  late  that  year,  Che  Tennis  Ball  of  Faae  finally  aaquired  full 
title  to  all  of  the  Ha^^rt  CaalnQ  property « 

In  1977,  the  Hatlonal  Tennis  Foundation  and  the  Tewis  bll  of  Frae  merged ,  in  a 
union  dasignad  to  enhance  the  aotivlties  of  both  organisatioas ,  baeoming  the  Halional 
Tennis  Foundation  and  Internacional  Tennis  Hall  of  Faa,  Ine. 

The  ArghiteetB^^ 

HcKim»  Mead,  and  HhiCe,  fomed  in  1S79,  was  perhaps  the  leading  arehiteatural  firm  in 
the  United  States  at  the  turn  of  the  eenturj.  The  firm  was  influential  in  both 
eclectio  styles  and  the  Qlasslo  Eevlval. 

Between  1879  and  191S,  the  offiee  prepared  sore  than  900  cmmissions.  The  firm's 
early  work  was  espeolally  foeused  on  resort  and  draestio  eomissions  in  the  picturesque 
Shingle  and  Golonlal  Bevival  styles.  Their  later  eomisaions  ware  often  either 
Georgian  Revival  or  Classieal. 

The  Newport  Casino  put  both  the  firs  ud  Che  Shingle  Style  on  Che  saps  TogeCher  idth 
clubs  at  Short  Hills ^  Hew  Jersey^  and  Harrag'ansetC  Fler^  ittiode  Island  (Che  laCCer  no 
longer  excant)  ^  the  Casino  was  one  of  Chelr  three  IsporCanC  olub  comissions  in  the 
18aOs« 


FcKitnoCes 

iHelen  F»  Allen,  ''Tennia  at  HewporC^  Chen  and  now,"  ^he  InCjignaCioM^l_ Tenni^^  Hall 
of  Famej  Newport >  Rhode  Island  (Newport^  1980),  p.  9. 

^Farke  Cumlngs^  temriaan  Tennij ,  _The_Story_o_f  a  Gme  and  Its  People  ( Boston i  Little, 
Brom,  and  Co.,  1957),  p.  182. 

^Julia  Lmb,  "'The  Comodore*  enjoyed  life^but  New  York  ffoeiety  winaed,"  ^nithsonian 
(November  1978),  pp.   132^1419   is  the   sourae  for  this   ykatah  of  Bannatt*a  career. 

^Historic  toeriean  Buildings  Survey,  "Nawport  Casino,  Photographs,  Written  Historical 
and  Desorlptive  Data"  (HABS  M^331)  (Washington p  D.C.i  National  Park  Sarvloa, 
1971),  p.  8, 

^%is  sketch  of  Che  early  history  of  cennls  and  its  evolution  at  Newport  derives 
from  Allen,  0£.  elt * ,  pp.  8^26 1  and  Parke  CtnmlngSp  0£s  elt . .  pp.  30^47 »  61^719 
87-91,  and  182|  and  "G«M#H.,"  "HisCoryi  The  HaClonal  QTwu  Tennis  Hall  of  Fme  and 
Tennis  Mixfieiai,  Newport,  Ihoda  Island"  (1975)^9  pp«  ^^6m 
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filh.  daces    Indicated    are    chose    given   In    International    Tennla   Hall    of    Fame.  The 

!;°?!^  °'  Wewpore.  Rhode  Island  f Newport.  Rhode  laland. 

1980J.    The  IndlvldualB  are  thoae  hlghllghced  In  "G.M.hT,"  0£.  etc.,  p.  5. 

^"G.M.H.,"  0£.  etc.,  pp.  5-6. 
fiCuamings,  0£.  cAc. ,  p.  127. 
9 Ibid.,  p.  182. 

«e  "G.M.H.,"  o£.   olt.,  pp.  6-10'  and  Interoaclonal 
Tennla  Hall  of  Fame,  0£.  el t . ,  pp.  23-26. 

llThls  brief  summary  reflects  the  JudgmenCs  of  Antoinette  F.  Dowilng  and  Vincent  J. 
Scully,  Jg'.  fhf  Archlcectural  Heritage  of  Newport.  Rhode  laland  (New  York:  Clarkson 
N.  Potter,  1967),  ^.  clt.,  p.  p.  151|  and  Leland  M.  Roth,  "McKlm.  Mead,  and  Shite, 
?or"  'Th^  Free*^Prtss"  1982) "'^M^"*"  Bnoyclopedla  of  ArchlCecta  (New 
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QMB    Net,  10j4^001i 


United  Slates  Departrnaiit  of  the  Interior 
National  Park  Servlee 

National  Register  of  Historic  Pi< 
inventory^Nomination  Form 

Set  instrustlons  in  How  to  CompMe  Nmtlonal  Rmglstmr  Forms 
f  yp«  all  entrlfts^-€Qmplete  appljeable  sectleni   


Fer  HPB  UM  snty 

revived 
date  @nt#fBd 


1,  Name 


historie   Hialaih  Park  Race  Track 


and  or  common 

Miami  Joekey  Club^ 

Hialeih  Race  Track; 

Hialeah  Park 

2.  Location 

street  &  numbar 

East  Fourth  Avenue 

 not  for  publication 

city,  town  Hialeah 

^  vicinity  of 

state    Florida    33011  code 

county 

Dade 

€od#  025 

3.  Olaa 

sifieation 

Category 

Ownership 

Status 

Present  Use 

dl&triet 

— X-  public 

 occupied 

—  agriculture 

mysaym 

_  bultdingCs) 

 private 

 unoccupied 

.  commercial 

parii 

 structure 

 both 

  work  in  progrtii 

 educational 

 pf  Ivate  resident 

PybSIc  Acquisition 

Accessible 

 entertainment 

 roMgious 

.  ob]eat 

  In  process 

X  y^^^  riitricted 

— ^  govirnment 

 scientific 

being  aonsidered 

 =  ytsi  unreitricttd 

—  Industrial 

„^  transportation 

 no 

---  military 

X   QtMr:  Recreatio 

4.  Own 

of  Property 

name    City  of  Hialeah 

strk^^t  &  number 

P,0,  Box  40 

city«town  Hialeah 

_    vicinity  of 

state 

Florida  33011 

5.  Looation  of  Legal  Description 


courthousi,  registry  of  deeds,  etc.     Dade  County  Courthouie_ 


street  &  number 


city,  town  Miami 


state    Florida  33130 


6.  Representation  in  Existing  Surveys 


title  Florida  Historic  Sites  Survey 
data  July*  1972 


has  this  property  been  determined  ellglbfe?     X  -  no 


.  fMral     X  state 


.  county 


local 


ciepositofy  for  survey  records    Florida  Division  of  ArchiveSt  History  &  Records  Management 
ctty.iowti    Tallahassee  state    Florida  32304 
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?■  Paseription 


^  .  dsttrldratAfI 

rulni 
  unexp9S#d 


— „  uniitsrtd 


Ohtteli  en* 

original  sits 


HIalaah  Park  Race  Track  oe€up!@i  approximately  234  aeres  bounded  on  the 
north  by  East  32nd  Strwt,  on  th«  east  by  Flamingo  Way*  on  the  south  by  the 
Florida  East  toast  Railroad,  and  on  the  west  by  Palm  Avenue*  The  physical  plant 
oonslits  of  the  original  oval  1  1/6  mile  loam  surfaoe  raoetrack,  laid  out  In 
1925|  an  Infield  turf  traok,  90  feet  vide  and  1  mile  long,  designed  In  1931|  a 
iralking  ring  based  on  Franoe's  Longohamp  race  courie  and  paddock  area  using 
features  from  English  tracks,  both  also  dating  from  1931|  and  numerous 
structures,  the  mosl  notable  being  the  clubhouse  and  grandstand* 

The  original  grandstand  and  clubhouse  were  wooden  struef^uref  with  itrlped 
canvai  awnings,  as  seen  In  a  photi^raph  of  1925«  These  were  replaeed  with 
concrete  and  steel  struotures  on  the  same  foundation  In  1931  as  designed  by 
Lester  M»  Qelsleri  Selsler,  an  architect  In  Klsslmmee,  Florida,  designed  the 
master  plan  for  the  physloal  plant  as  we 1 1  as  the  grandstand  and  clubhouse.  He 
also  continued  to  ifesign  additions  and  renovations  for  the  clubhouse  and 
grandstand  that  occurred  through  the  years* 

From  a  photograph  dating  1935,  the  grandstand  (reference  #1  on  sketeh  map) 
of  1931  consisted  of  three  levels  with  the  mln  west  elevation  faced  with 
arched,  vine  covered  redwood  lattice  work*  Three  sets  of  ronumental  staircases, 
also  In  existence  today,  projected  out  with  turned  balustrades  and  are  made  of  a 
local  keystone,  which  contains  coral*  The  grandstand  Is  connected  by  an  arched 
horse  tunnei  to  the  clubhouse  (#2),  which  has  a  curved  facade  on  the  west 
elevation  with  a  series  of  arched  openings  on  the  first  and  second  levej.  The 
second  and  third  levels  have  balconies  overlooking  the  paddock  area.  Both  the 
clubhouse  and  the  grandstand  are  steel  and  concrete  structure  with  the  clubhouse 
having  a  stucco  surface  with  stone  quoins* 

Numerous  additions  have  been  made  to  these  two  structures,  with  the 
photograph  taken  In  1935  being  a  good  example  of  the  additive  processi  to  the 
north  of  the  grandstand,  the  steel  frmework  of  an  addition  to  the  grandstand 
under  construction  Is  visible.  In  1951,  a  460*ton  steel  overhead  structure  was 
Installed*  The  clubhouse  was  enlarged  In  1954*  Drawings  dated  February  10, 
1955  show  another  grandstand  addition  consisting  of  a  sky  terrace,  the  second 
mezianlne  and  the  revision  of  functional  service  areas,  as  designed  by  Lester  i^. 
Selsler*  This  addition  added  to  the  west  elevation  a  continuous  mansard 
roof  line  with  projecting  c^rmers*  In  1962  a  veranda  level  was  built  In  the 
clubhouse  and  In  1964  a  new  grandstand*  Today  the  entire  west  <rfr  >f  the 
clubhouse  and  grandstand  have  a  slate  roof  and  on  the  track  B\f  u  err  "^T.^nd 
and  clubhouse  are  multl-* leveled,  o^n*alr,  steel  frame  Mr  ^  -  ,  h 
concrete  flooring* 


(See  Continuation  Sheet) 
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The  following  structur©s  ara  also  TOnsldared  to  bo  eontrlbutlng 
slgnlfleance  to  Hlaleah  as  they  were  built  In  1951  to  serve  mm  lupport 
struetures  and  still  do  lo  today  CreferonM        on  sketch  mp)i 

Q  (§3)  26  Stables  -  hip  roof  w/hlp  dormr§»  asphalt  ihlngleSp  exposed  wood 
rafters,  billon  frming  w/ituceo  Infill,  Interior  stable  wal  Is  are  wood, 
stable  arcade  supp^ted  by  6^h6^  wood  colwuns  resting  on  concrete  base« 
dirt  f  lo^ 

o  (#4)  Stable  Kitchen  *  hip  roof  w/hFp  d@rmers«  asphalt  shingles,  brick 
chimney,  bat  loon  fremlng  w/clapboard  siding,  replaced  aluffllnun  4*pane 
windows,  exposed  wood  rafters,  gable  porch  overhang,  west  elevation 
stuc^ 

o  (05)  State  Racing  Oommlsslon  -  1  story  hipped  red  tile  roof,  6^x6^ 
franing  w/stucco  Infill,  4  over  4  windows 

o  (#6)  2  Paddocks  -  hip  roof  w/flat  red  tiles,  concrete  block  w/stucco, 
east  side  of  roof  ^vered  w/vlnes,  east  elevation  Is  open  and  supported 
by  6"x6"  wood  posts,  padd^ks  are  divided  Into  10  bays  separated  by  wood 
partitions,  four  round  windows  with  no  I Ites  are  on  west  elevatlonp 
paddocks  are  connected  by  curved  gateway  of  same  construction  topped 
w/concrete  entablature 

o  C#7)  Administrative  Office  Building  -  rancrete  block  w/stucco  with 
additions  In  1936,  1941,  1960.  hip  red  tile  reof,  pedlmented  entrant, 
recessed  arched  cas^nent  windows,  cupola,  ornamental  scrol Is  over  arched 
entrance  and  flanking  windows. 

The    following    structures    were  bul It  fol lowing  th Is  period,    so   are  not 
considered  contributing  Creference  f's  on  sketch  map)i 

o  (#8)  Residence  •  built  In  1934  w/addltlon  In  1965 

o  (#9)  Office  -  built  In  19M 

o  (#10)  Blacksmith  Shop  -  built  In  1956 

o  (#11)  Public  Restaurant  "Flamingo  Pavllllon''  -  circa  1940»s  with  new 
structure  built  In  1984  on  old  foundation 

o  (#12)  Aquarium  -  built  In  1962 


(See  Continuation  Sheet) 
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0  (#13)  Paint  and  Sign  Shop  -  built  In  1955 

o  (#14)  Pump  House  -  built  In  1941 

o  (#15)  Garage  -  built  In  1958 

o  (#16)  Bunk  House  -  built  In  1956 

o  (#17)  Power  Hous©  -  built  In  1954 

o  (#18)  Carpenter  Shop  *  built  In  1965 

o  (#19)  2  Dormitories  -  built  In  1963 

o  (#20)    3  Stables  -  circa  1940 

e  (#21)  Sales  Pavllllon  -  built  In  1963 

o  (#22)  Office  -  built  In  1968 

o  (#23)  Equipment  Root  -  built  In  1967 

o  (#24)  Warehouse  ^  circa  1960 

Through  the  years*  many  efforts  to  landscape  and  beautify  HIaleah  Park  have 
been  undertaken «  In  1931.  a  lake  was  formed  In  the  Infield  of  the  racetrack* 
flmlngos  were  Imported  from  Cuba  and  the  grounds  were  landscaped.  Tbm  Flaming 
Plaza  Fountain  was  constructed  In  1951,  the  statue  cofflrnOTOratIng  Citation,  a 
Triple  Crown  winner,  was  unveiled  In  1965  and  extensive  planting  of  the  site 
with  flora  native  to  the  Everglades  occurred  In  1957,  The  combination  ©f  these 
efforts  result  In  HIaleah's  present  park^llke  atmosphere. 

By  1931*  the  features  com^slng  the  HIaleah  Rara  Track  site  were  complete 
While  the  various  structures  on  the  site  have  been  altered  or  enlarged*  thefr 
Individual  styles  have  been  retained.  The  site*  the  oldest  recreational 
facility  of  Its  kind  In  South  Florida*  has  rontlnued  to  functfon  as  the  founders 
of  HIaleah  Intended,  providing  recreation  for  thousands  each  year. 


(Note:  The  photograph  of  1935  referenced  above  Is  located  In  a  museum  of  the 
History  of  the  HIaleah  Race  Track  which  Is  within  the  Clubhouse  of  HIaleah  Park. 
Tills  photograph  was  observed  during  a  site  visit  of  December  13,  1985  and  due  to 
poor  lighting  conditions  was  not  recorded.) 
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^  .  engint^rlng 
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taw 

^^.^  literature 

 military 

^„  mysie 


. eMpleratien/settiam#nt  ^_  phlloiophy 

Industry  pofltles/governfrtant 
invention 


seleriee 
.  _  aeulptura 
 Sdciai/ 

hunianltarlan 

 theater 

 transpoftetlon 


ByHd»r/Ar€hiieet  Lester  W.  Gi i  s  1  er 


Stalmtftfii  of  §lgfiifi€BiiM  |ln  oM  paregreph) 

The  HIaleah  Park  Raee  Track  Is  nationally  slgnlffcant  ai  th©  old©it  and 
wfdast  contlnuouily  operating  turf  horse  raelng  track  In  the  Unfted  States.  Ai 
one  ©f  horseraelng's  most  prOTlnent  winter  reiort  traeksp  HIaleah  serves  as  the 
launching  pad  for  three  year  olds  and  hosts  several  nationally  famous  rLces  suoh 
as  the  Flamingo^  WIdener  and  Turf  Cup,  The  HIaleah  Park  ^ee  Traok  has  played 
an  Important  role  In  the  development  of  South  Florida  tourism  and  was  an  early 
forerunner  of  planned  giant 

amusement/reoreat lona I  comp I exes* 

The  City  of  HIaleah  was  formed  as  a  speculative  enterprise  In  1921  by  James 
H*  Bright^  a  cattleman  from  Missouri,  and  Glenn  H.  Curtiss,  the  aviation 
pioneer.  The  land  on  which  the  city  was  built  was  formed  by  the  drainage  which 
resulted  from  the  construrtlon  of  the  Miami  Rfver  Canal. ^ 

Bright  and  Curtiss  planned  HIaleah  to  Include  many  aiTwnltles  Ignored  by 
other  South  Florida  town  develo^rs*  They  donated  large  tracts  of  land  for 
community  use  and  helped  acquire  land  and  building  funds  for  the  construetlon  of 
two  ohurches^  a  park>  the  city  hal U  a  sehool  and  a  golf  course,  a  munlclpri 
water  plants  and  a  racetrack.^ 

HIaleah's  first  racetraok  was  devoted  not  to  horse  racing  but  to  another 
spectator  sporting  activity^  dog  raolng.  The  first  greyhound  pari mutue I  track 
In  Africa  was  opened  In  Februai^  of  1922  by  the  MIsfil  Kennel  Club*  The  track 
was  developed  by  Owen  P.  Smithy  the  Inventor  of  the  mechanical  rabbit  and 
president  of  the  Miami  Kennel  Club.^  The  newly  invented  meehanlcal  rabbit  and 
was  an  acoeptable  Improvement  over  the  use  of  live  rabbits  and  greyhound  racing 
was  a  popular  sucMsSt.  This  was  the  first  of  the  sporting  arenas  which  HIaleah 
was  destined  to  host.  - 


The  Curtlss-Brlght  Ccmpany  was  instrumental  In  founding  a  favorable  Image 
of  HIaleah  through  such  efforts  as  helping  to  form  the  HIaleah  Women^s  Club  In 
1922^  successfully  acquiring  funding  for  a  schooU  and  offering  land  for  use  as 
the  home  of  the  Mlml  Pan  American  Exposition.  ^  Curtiss  and  Bright  also 
foresaw  a  need  for  recreation  during  the  peak  of  South  Florida's  winter  season.* 
When  approached  In  1924  by  Joseph  M,  Smoot  about  investment  opportunities,  they 
eagerly  helped  him  to  establish  the  Miami  Jockey  Club  and  to  construe  a 
racetrack  and  grandstand  adjarent  to  the jreyhound  track  on  the  site  originally 
Intended  for  the  Pan  Arorlcan  Ei^posttion.  ^ 

The  HIaleah  track  opened  on  January  15,  1925  and  consisted  of  a  grandstand 
seating  5,000,  a  clubhouse  to  accommodate  1,000,  an  administrative  bulldlngp  a 
paddock  area  and  twenty-one  stables  arid  the  track  itself-  Near  the  racetrack, 
HIaleah  IntroduCTd  another  first  to  the  Miami  area,  the  Spanish  sport  Jal-alal, 
A  fronton  seating  4,000  was  opened,  and  near  that  an  amusement  park  developed, 
with  a  roller  coaster  and  a  dance  hall.  Apartments  and  houses  sprang  up  near 
this  new  entertainment  center,  7 
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Vriltors  to  the  HIaleah  Park  Raee  Track  In  1925  were  able  to  bet  on  hers© 
races,  enjoy  an  anusement  park  with  roller  ooaster,  visit  Chlaf  K^' j  |y  Willy's 
MtcMiukee  Indian  Vfllage  and  Trading  Post,  wateh  Jal-algf  amd  d  the  day  by 
betting  at  the  greyhound  traok,  which  had  begim  night  races  as  a  hr^ia  against 
competftlon  from  the  horse  track,  HIaleah  offered  the  most  oomplete 
recreational  complmH  In  South  Florida  at  that  tlro^  8 

The  &^eat  Hurricane  of  September  1926  dealt  the  City  of  HIaleah  a 
staggering  blow.  Twenty  ^ople  were  killed*  and  over  seventy  percent  of  the 
homes  in  the  city  were  destroyed  or  damaged.  The  HIaleah  Park  cOTplex  lost  Its 
roller  coaster^  Jal-alal  fronton^  and  ^g  kennels.  From  that  point  on*  the 
various  owners  of  the  HIaleah  Park  Race  Track  concentrated  on  hori©  racing,  ^ 

The  racetrack  was  purchased  In  t930  by  Joseph  E.  WIdener,  a  wealthy 
Phriadelphlan,  He  undertook  a  major  renovation  of  the  sporting  facility,  hiring 
Lester  W.  Oelsler,  an  architect  In  Kisslmmee,  Florida  to  design  a  master  plan 
for  the  park.  This  master  plan  consisted  of  replacing  the  wooden  grandstand  and 
clubhouie  structures  with  wncrete  and  steel  structyres,  using  the  same 
foundation.  Also  Included  In  the  master  plan  were  the  stables,  paddock  area, 
walking  rink,  and  the  addition  of  the  Infield  turf  track,  now  the  widest  at  90 
feet  and  the  oldest  In  continuous  use.  EKtensive  landscaping  was  called  for  In 
the  raster  plan,  with  hundreds  of  royal  palms  and  coconut  trees  planted,  and  a 
lake  was  created  within  the  track  Infield  and  populated  with  pink  flamingos 
Imported  from  Cuba,  The  stables  were  located  on  the  areas  west  of  the  track  on 
land  purchased  from  the  Miami  Kennel  Club,  The  Jal*alal  fronton  and  Indian 
Village  became  landscaped  portions  of  the  horse  racing  facility.  10 

The  opening  of  the  new  HIaleah  Race  Track  on  January  14,    19B2  set  Its  tone 

for    years    to  oDme,      It  was  attended  by  the  rich  and  notable  who  rode  special 

trains  south  from  Palm  Beach  and  debarked  at  a  station  special !v  built  bv  the 
Seaboard  Airl Ine  Railway.  U 

HIaleah  Park  has  become  known  as  one  of  horse  racing's  most  prominent 
tracks.  It  Is  the  home  of  such  famous  races  as  the  Flamingo,  WIdener  and  Turf 
Cups,  HIaleah  has  developed  through  the  years  as  a  starting  point  for  i^ny 
three  year  olds  such  as  Citation  and  Seattle  Slew,  headed  for  success  In  the 
Kentucky  Derby  and  other  classics,-!^  Many  famous  Jockeys  such  as  Eddie  Arcaro 
and  Willie  Schumacher  have  raced  at  HIaleah,  The  track  has  been  the  major 
Industry  of  the  Qlty  of  HIaleah  since  Its  opening  In  1925  and  has  made  Florida 
the  ^5P'+ai  of  winter  racing.  The  prominence  of  the  HIaleah  Park  Race  Track  has 
neipea  south  Florida  to  gain  and  retain  a  reputation  as  a  worthwhile  vacation 
spot,  as  It  Is  recognized  as  the  world's  most  beautiful  race  ^urse.jS. 


(See  Continuation  Sheet) 


24S 


359 


United  States  Department  of  the  Interior 
National  Park  Serviae 

National  Register  of  Historic  Places 
inventory — Nomination  Form 

Cofitrnyation  sheet  Item  numter    g   ^ge 


FOOTOOTiS 
1 

Mlml  tiBaJJlp     Septenibar  14,     1975|  C,R,  Roseberryp  Glenn  CurtfR^t  Ptonear 
of  Flight  -  A  Brographyr  New  Yorki  Doubleday*  1972.  pp.  424-25. 

^HfaiMh  Ftemft  Mft^p^  February  4,  1965. 

John    W.    Griffin,    A  History  of  HIaleah.    H I etorlc  Planning  Project  with 
Shephard  Associates  and  Planners,  Ine,^  1979,  p.  50. 
4 

Editors  of  the  MlarnJ  Herald.  Fioridi^  ^hB         Coagt",  Miami,  n.d.,  p.  243^ 

5 

NiKOn  Smiley*    KnJghts  of  the  Fourth  Estate.  Miami,  n.d.,  pp.  58,  61;  Jack 
Kofoed,  gytr  MJwil.    New  York,    1955,    pp.    133-134|    Editors  of  the  Miami 

H#rj?id,  pp.  230-231. 
6 

^John  Griffin,  A  History  af  HIaleah.  pp.  53.  54. 
Ibld.^  pp.  55,  56. 

a 

Kofoed,  ^Qon  QmC  Him],  pp*  134,  142,  147|  Miami  Herald,  Januai^  5.  1925, 
January  15,  1925|  Hlaleah  Hmnft  H^^Ht  July  4,  1975. 
9 

Hlaleah  Hnnift  Mfw^^  Sept^ber  5,  1975. 

10 

Mary  F.    Turnlpseed,     Interview  with  Dennis  Testa*    Life-long  resident  and 
Plant  Operations  Manager  of  Hlaleah  Park  Race  Track,  December  13,  1985. 
11 

John  Qrlff  In,  A  History  Ql  aiaiJ^ah.  pp.  79.  80,  81  . 

12 

TerrI  Pedrosa,  Hltleah  Mgjl^  .^J^  JJga,  HIaleahs  Pr Intcrafters,  Inc., 

p. 5. 

13 

Fisher  and  Shephard,     Inc.     Historical  and  Arch Itentiir^l     Survey,  Hlaleah 
Community  Dgyelopmtjit  Ia£g^  Mm.,  Hlaleah.  1978.  p.  5. 


Sit? 

360 


9.  Major  Bibiiographlcal  References 


(Set  Continuation  Sheet) 


10.  Qedgraphical  Data 


Acrtage  ef  nominated  prop#rty  — ^34 


Quadrsngte  nam# — Hialeah  — Quadranilt  s;oie  -7-^5_m1n. 

UTM  Rofertnees 

^ll.7l  I5l7ili9.n.ni    IZiBlsiflll  iflinl  ^  !l  n\    ld7.plfi.7inl  l2,Bl5.9l2.QiQl 

Zone     Easting                Northing  Zone     iiiting  Northing 


MJ  I5|  7,  219.4.01   |2,8|5,8|1,2,0|  d\1^7}   IS  i?  ,1  |7 ,2 .0  j   iZ  .SiS  ,bIi  .4  ,0 

B  L_U  I   I   ■  I   ■   ■  I   i   ■   I   ■  i   ■   ■  I  P  UJ    i  I   I   I  .   ■   I   I   I  I   ■  I   ■  ■ 

eUJ  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  ■  i  ■  i  ■  ■  I  HLiJ  I  I  ■  r.  ■  I  I  ■  I  ■  I  ■  I  i 


Vertai  boundarif  daacriptlon  and  Jystif Isation 

(See  Continuation  Sheet) 


List  all  atatas  and  eeuntiaa  for  properties  overlapping  state  or  oounty  boundaries 

atate  code  eounty  eodt 

atate  code  oounty  cod# 


1 1 .  Form  Prepared  By 


nan^/titie  Miry  Turnipsged,  Graduate  Research  Assistant 


ofganiiation  Center  for  Architectural  Conservation  date  DRcembQr  23.  iqp^ 

t^oilege  of  Architecture 

street  &  number    Georgia  Institute  of  Technology  telephone    f404)  894-3300   

^1^  or  town    Atlanta  state  Georgia  30332 

1 2,  State  Historic  Preservation  Off  leer  Certification 

The  evaluated  significance  of  this  property  within  the  state  Isi 
 national  „^  state  _^  leeal 


As  the  Mslgnated  State  Hlstorio  Presemtlon  Officer  for  the  National  Historic  Preservation  Act  of  1966  (Public  Law  89-- 
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accofdir^  to  the  criteria  and  procedures  set  forth  by  the  Hatlonal  Park  Servlcep 


State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  signature 


title  date 


For  NM  us«only 

I  hereby  ^rttfy  tttat  mis  property  is  included  in  the  National  Register 


data 


r  of  the  itetioral  RegM^ 
AtMi  date 


361 


United  Stat#s  DapartmenI  of  the  Interior 
National  Park  Senfiae 

National  Register  of  Historic  Places 
inventory— ^Nomination  Form 


tentinuatton  sheet 


Item  number  9 


BrBLIOGRAPHY 


Editors  of  the  Miami  H^rfllfl.  Florlri^  nM  £fli±  fioMlil.    Mraml,  IM  Miami  ^caiil. 
n«  d* 

Fisher  and  Shephard,   Inc.  Hlstorlq^l  mM  Arah  rtA^t.tr^l  Survey-  Htaiesh  C^muhfty 

Development  Targit  i^m,  Hiaieah.  Florida,  1978, 

Griffin,  John        A  History  of  Hlaleah.    HIstorle  Planning  Project  with  Shephard 
Associates  Architects  and  Planners,  Inc*,  Jacksonville*  Fjorfda,  1979, 

Hlaitah  tiam^Mm^,    February  4,  1975|  July  4,  1975|  Sept^ber  5,  1975|  September 

Kofoed^  Jack.    Moon  Over  Miami.    N*Y,C.^  Holt,  1953. 
M I  am  !  Her^ I ri -    January  5,  1925|  September  14,  1975, 

Roseberry,     C.R.      mmri    Curtl^Rs    Flonmr    of  Fl  Ight  -  a    Blanraphy,  N.Y.C., 
Doubleday,  1972.  ' 

Smiley,  NIxon,    .Klligh:^  M        £mi£±h  f^ate.    Miami,  E.A*  Seamann.  n.d, 

—  — — Xesterday^^  MUM*    Miami*  E,A.  Se^ann*  1973* 

Turnlpseed,    Mary  F*      Interview  with  Dennis  Testa.  Life-long  resident  and  Plant 
Operations  Manager  of  HIaleah  Park  Race  Track,  December  13,  1985. 


249 

362 


OMh  Nil  iDM-onm 

I  kit  Ui  =  31-tia 


United  States  Department  of  the  Interior 
National  Park  Service 

National  Register  of  Historic  Plaeas 
Inventory^^Nomlnatlon  Form 


Contingation  she#t 


Item  number  10 


Beginning  at  the  SDutheast  corner  of  the  Intersection  of  East  32nd  Street 
and  Palm  Avenue  proceed  In  en  easterly  direction  along  the  south  side  of  East 
32nd  Street  to  the  southwest  corner  of  the  Intersection  of  East  32nd  Street  and 
4th  Avenue  to  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Intersection  of  East  4th  Avenue  and 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  right-of-way  of  the  Florida  East  Coast  Railroad* 
thenee  West  along  the  northern  boundary  of  said  right-of-way  to  Palm  Avenue* 
thence  North  along  the  east  side  of  Palm  Avenue  to  the  Point  of  Beginning* 
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Typt  ail  tntriei^egmplete  appllcabie  seatiQns  

1.  Nama 


histofic  Indianapolis  Mbtor  Speedway 
and  or  common  same;  "The  Brickyard" 


Per  HPS  uM  onfy 
received 
date  entefed 


2.  Location 


Strttt  It  number      4790  West  16th  street 


cltVi  town  Speedway 


vicinity  of 


,  not  for  publication 


state  Indiana 

code 

18  county 

Marion 

code      9  7 

3.  Glas 

sificatlon 

Oalttgory 

OwnersHip 

Status 

Present  Use 

dlitriet 

public 

— x_  occupied 

 agriculture 

^  museum 

.  byildlng(s) 

 X_  private 

  unoccupied 

—  commefcial 

^  park 

struetyre 

 both 

—  -  work  in  progress 

educational 

^  private  residence 

 site 

Publie  deqiiisltlon 

AE€8&sibl# 

X-  entertilnment 

 religious 

 object 

 ^  in  procesi 

^  yen  restricted 

 .  government 

_^  scientific 

^  ^  being  considered 

 yest  unrestflcted 

 industf  iai 

 transportation 

 no 

_  military 

^^othen  Automobili 

4,  Owner  of  Property 


Race  Track 


name  Indianapolis  Motor  Speedway  Corporation 

street  &  number     4790  West  16th  Street   


city,  town 


Speedway 


.  vicinity  of 


^^^^^  Indiana 


5.  Location  of  Legal  Description 


courthouse,  registry  of  deeds,  etc.  Recorder's  Office  #  Marion  County^  Indiana 
street  &  number  City-County  Building,  Market  s  Alabama  Streets 


city,  town  Indianapolis 


state  Indiana 


6.  Representatlori  in  Existing  Surveys 

Annual  Preservation  Report  for 
title  Indiana,  1973'=1974 


has  this  property  been  determined  eligible? 


^  yes 


date 


,  fideral     ^  state 


.  county 


.  local 


deposltOiy  for  survey  records     Indiana  Department  of.  Natural  Resoureeg 


city,  town  Indianapolis 


state 


Tndiana 
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Representation  in  Epcieting  Surveya 

Title:     Natianai  Register  of  Historic  Places 

Date  I  1974 

Depository  for  eurvey  records.  National  Park  Service.  1100  L  Street,  NW 
eity,  Townt     Washi.ngtQn  State  i  DC 
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7.  P#ser§ptioii 


__i«xc#n©nt  dcterlsrated     _  unaltered         X   original  site 

 ^  ruins  altered  .  moved  date 

fair   ^  unexposed 


P^s^rlb*  t|i#  pr9S«nt  snd  dflginal  (iff  known)  physical  sppscrane® 


The  basic  course  conf Iguratlone p  grandscand 
menC  of  the  Indianapolis  Speedway  ar^  very 
1909*^    TOa  track  Itself  Is  the  principal 
historic  significance. 


layout,  pit  layout^  and  garage  arraQge<-« 
similar  to  the  Speedway  as  conceived  In 
feature  contributing  to  the  Speedway's 


The_  Track 


The  predominant  physical  feature  of  the  Speedway  is  its  2^1/2^mile  curved  tracks 
The  track  has  two  long  stretches  (1,100  yards  each}|  two  short  (220  yards  each) 
straight  stretches,  or  chutas|  and  four  (440  yards  each)  turns,  each  banked  at  a 
maxj^im  angle  of  9°  12'.  It  Is  between  50*  and  60*  wide,  being  broader  on  the 
turns.  Built  in  1909 i  the  track  was  originally  surfaced  with  macadam,  but  that 
sme  fall  was  resurfaced  using  more  than  3  million  brick  paving  blocks.  This 
surface  underlies  the  present  asphalt  surface,  which  was  put  down  in  the  backstretch 
and  turns  In  1937.     toe  yard  of  brick  was  left  exposed  at  the  start-^f inish  llne.^ 

With  the  exception  of  periodic  aephalt  resurfaci^s,  the  last  In  1977,  and  banking 
and  safety  aprons  on  the  turns  (1933--36),  the  former  to  render  them  unifom  In 
slope,  the  track  is  in  its  1909  configuration.  The  track's  site  is  essentially 
flat  except  for  a  small  creek  that  runs  from  west  to  east|  the  track  crosses  it  on 
two  reinforced  concrete  heavy-duty  bridges. 

The  "Pits" 


The  "pits,"  which  include  3?  service  areas  for  racing  automobiles  (the  aumber 
permitted  In  the  race) ,  are  lanes  along  the  main  straight  stretch  between  Turns  4 
and  1  on  the  infield  side.  Originally,  they  were  crude  refueling  and  maintenance 
stations.  Before  the  end  of  World  War  II,  they  were  separated  from  the  infield  by 
a  board  fence.     Since  then  a  concrete  retaining  wall  has  been  added  on  both  sides. 

The  pit  procedure  is  essentially  Identical  to  procedures  used  in  early  racing.  The 
service  crews  for  each  racing  car  are  stationed  in  the  car's  pit  during  the  race. 
When  the  car  needs  fuel  or  repairs,  such  as  a  tire  change.  It  pulls  off  the  track 
into  its  pit  position,  where  the  crew  can  fill  the  car  with  fuel  and  perform 
maintenance.  The  entryways  and  exits  to  the  pit  area,  comnonly  called  "aprons," 
have  been  extended  and  widened  in  recent  years  for  safety  reasons. 

The  Stands 


The  original  grandstands,  constructed  in  1909-11,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Btralght 
stretch  between .  Turns  1  and  4,  were  wooden  single-deck  stands,  with  wooden  roofs, 
extending  north  and  south.  After  World  War  II,  these  grandstands  were  gradually 
replaced  by  modern  steel  and   concrete  stands »   Including  four  of   the  double-deck 
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VBTtmty  matted    by  in    this    Description*      Those   along    the   main  straightaway 

between  Turns  1  and  4  ware  labaled  Grandstands  A*,  C,  and  the  Paddoek*,  Grand- 
stands B*,  E*^  and  the  Southwest  Vista  extend  around  the  south  edge  of  Turn  1. 
Grandstand  Q  and  the  Southeast  Vista  border  Turn  2,  Grandstands  M,  and  L  S©uth 
extend  around  Turn  3.  Grandstand  K  Is  on  the  north  short  straight  stretch.  Grand- 
stand J  and  the  Northwest  Vista  are  along  Turn  4.  Recently,  enclosed  glassed-ln 
boxes  for   VlFs  have   been  added  In  the   vicinity   of  the   Southeast  Vista  stands. 


The  Scoring  Tower 


The  first  scoring  tower  was  a  1-story  wood  frame  platform  used  in  1909-11.  It  was 
replaced  by  a  wooden  4-deck  hip-roofed  structure,  with  an  heKagonal  roof line 
commonly  called  the  "Pagoda."  This  structure  burned  in  1925,  and  was  rebuilt  the 
same  year.  In  1957,  It  was  replaced  by  the  current  7-story  steel  frame  and  concrete 
seorlng  tower,  with  accommodations  for  radio  representatives,  timing  and  scoring 
persons,  the  safety  director,  and  special  guests. 


"Gasoline  Alley" 


The  garage  area  reserved  for  the  use  of  racing  teams  for  working  on  their  cars  and 
for  parts  and  car  storage  has  long  been  nicknamed  ''Gasoline  Alley."  This  garage 
area,  erected  in  1915,  was  originally  two  rows  of  wood  frame  l-story  roofed  garages 
eaeh  row  including  some  20  units,  each  16'  x  20*.  In  1941,  a  large  number  of  these 
garages  were  destroyed  by  a  spectacular  fire.  Rebuilt  and  enlarged  periodically, 
with  some  in  concrete  block,  they  can  now  servlee  some  88  cars* 

Office  Building  and  Museum 

The  Indianapolis  Motor  Speedway  Corporation  offices  and  museum  are  housed  In  a 
2-scory  building  completed  in  1976.  The  Speedway  Museim  contains  many  vintage 
racing  cars  (Including  those  that  have  won  29  of  the  500s),  the  trophies  awarded  to 
winners,  and  raelng  memorabilia. 


Chevrolet  Memorial 


A  handsome  Oreek-style  exedra  Just  southwest  of  the  Office-Museum  building  In  the 
track's  infield  honors  Louis  Chevrolet  and  many  other  raee  drivers  and  automotive 
pioneers.^  It  features  four  bronae  panels  depicting  Louis'  greatest  accomplishments 
and  his  associates  In  them.  A  bronze  bust  of  Louis  is  mounted  on  a  pedestal  in  the 
centers    The  bronzes  are  by  sculptor  Adolph  Wolter. 

Other  Facilities 

A  9-hola  golf  course  (1929)  is  laid  out  Inside  the  race  course  and  an  18-hole 
championship  course  (1965)  outside  the  track,  parallel  to  the  backs tretch.  Both 
are  used   throughout  most  of  the  golf   season.     More  than  half  the  available  land 
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spaca  of  thm  Speedway  Is  devoted  to  parking  faclllcies,  whieh  are  situated  both 
inside  and  oucside  Che  Craek  area.  Concession  scands,  repair  shops  for  Speedway 
malntenanee  maehinery,  a  field  hospical  (rebuilc  in  1948)^, a  96^unit  mocel  (1963), 
and  other  aeeessory  structures  complete  the  facilities  of  the  Indianapolis  Motor 
Speedway* 


Footnotes 

iThis  Desetlptinn,  exeept  where  noted j  is  an  edited  version  of  the  corresponding 
section  of  the  Hational  Register  of  Historic  Flaces  nomination  form  prepared  by 
J*  Re  id  Williamson J  Executive  Director  of  the  Historic  Landmarks  Foundation  of 
Indiana,  «^  al * j  in  1974* 

^Terry  Reed,  Indy,  Race  and  Ritual  (San  Rafael,  Calif « i  Presidio  PresSj  1980), 
p.  23. 

^Louis  Chevrolet  Memorial  Committee,  The  Louis  Chevrolet  Memorial p  Indianapolis 
Motor  Speedway  (Indianapolis:  1976) # 


S57 


377 


8,  Siflnificanee 


Pariod 

prehistoric 

...  1i00=1i99 
1 600-1 S99 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
liOO- 


S0«oifio  dalM 


Armmm  of  Slgnifiesncfr^-Ghoelt  and  Juitify  below 


archeology^prehiitorle 
araheology-hlstoric 
.  agrlcultura 
architecture 
art 

commerce 
communications 


1909 


community  planning 

conservatton 

economics 

education 

engineering 

exploration  settliment 

Industry 

invention 


landscape  architecture 
law 

iiteratyre 

military 

music 

philosophy 

politics  government 


BulldAr  Arehfteol     Park  Taliaferro  Andrewa 


Stat»m»nt  of  Signiffoanoa  (in  ona  paragraph) 

Sumar^i 


religion 
science 
^  sculpture 
social' 

humanitarian 
thtater 

trinaportatlon 
^  other  Csp#Gify) 

 ^aereatlon 

(automobile 


Auco  racing  is  the  seeond  most  popular  sport  in  the  United  States j  attracting  more 
than  40  million  paid  attendanca  each  year. 2  The  Indlanapolia  Motor  Speedway  lone 
the  premier  auto  racing  aite  in  the  United  States,  is  also  the  only  raasonably 
intact  early  20ch-century  high-speed  auto  race  course  In  the  country.  It  Is  the 
oldest  continuously  operated  automobile  race  course  In  the  world. 

Memorial  Day  in  1986  will  be  the  75th  anniversary  of  the  Indianapolis  500.  With  an 
attendance  of  some  300,000,  it  is,  in  most  years,  ihe  largest  single-day  spectator 
sporting  event  in  the  world. 

The  prestige  of  the  race  is  emphasized  by  its  worldwide  media  eoverage.  It  is  a 
live  4-1/2-hour  program  carried  by  more  than  750  stations  In  the  United  States, 
the  Voice  of  America,  the  entire  Armed  Forces  Network,  and  overseas  foreign  language 
broadcasts. 

In  addition  to  its  premier  place  in  the  sport  of  auto  racing,  the  Speedway  has  made 
significant  contributions  to  automobile  design,  performance,  technology,  and  safety. 

Designed  to  accommodate  race  speeds  of  75-80  miles  per  hour.  It  Is  currently  used 
for  racing  at  or  near  200  miles  per  hour*  The  9^12 »  turns  are  considerably  differ- 
ent in  design  from  later  courses  such  as  Daytona,  Pocono,  and  Talladega  Raceways, 
and  from  the  very  high  banked  turns  of  the  old  board  speedways  of  the  1920s*  As  an 
example  of  a  specialized  industrial  and  technological  problem  met  by  the  best 
engineering  of  the  pre-World  War  I  period,  the  Indianapolis  Motor  Speedway  is 
unique.  The  Speedway  is  a  singular  example  of  Am^irlcan  auto  racing  archltecturei 
it  is  also  the  prototype  for  the  post-World  War  II  speedways.  It  is  therefore  an 
extremely  Important  example  of  Integration  of  engineering  and  landscape  architecture 
for  a  singular  purpose. 


History 


I  would  rather  win  that  race  than  anything  in  the  world. 
Ralph  DePalma  than  Preside  at.  Ernie  Pyle^ 


I  would  rather  be 


The  Indianapolis  Motor  Speedway  was  developed  in  1909  by  Carl  G.  Fisher,  James  A. 
Allison,  Arthur  Newby,  and  Frank  H.  Wheeler,  all  of  whom  were  automobile  manufac- 
turing figures  in  the   city  and  Interested  in  racing.^     Fisher  (who  was  also  the 
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prima  pramoter  of  Miami  Beach  In  the  late  1920s)  and  Allison  were  partners  In  the 
Pregto^Lite  Corporation,  which  manufactured  carbide  automobile  head  lampi.  Newby 
was  an  officer  of  the  National  Motor  Vehicle  Company,  an  automobile  maker.  Wheeler 
owned  most  of  the  Wheeler^Schebler  Carburetor  Company« 

The  partners  purchased  320  acres  in  December  1908  for  the  site  of  a  high-speed  auto 
racing  course.  The  first  track,  a  four*-sided  Z^-l/Z-mile  track  of  crushed  stone  and 
tar,  was  laid  down  early  In  1909,  The  first  race  took  place  August  19  of  that  year. 
Earlier  that  suttttner,  the  track  had  been  used  for  a  series  of  motorcycle  races  and 
as  the  starting  point  for  a  balloon  race. 


The  track  almost  immediately  went  to  pieces  under  the  pounding  of  racing  machines j 
and  three  fatal  accidents  prompted  the  owners  to  rebuild  the  track.  Using  3,2 
million  lO^lb*  brick  paving  blocks,  this  job  was  completed  by  December  17,  when  the 
track  was  reopened  for  hlgh--speed  performance  runs*  The  1910  season  consisted  of 
several  short  distance  auto  races  in  May,  July,  and  September,  In  the  fall,  Allison 
and  Fisher  decided  to  start  a  500--mile  stake  race  for  cars  of  600-cublc=lnch  dis- 
placement to  be  held  on  Memorial  Day  1911, 

This  first  500-mile  race  drew  the  best  drivers  of  the  era.  Ray  Harro  who  had 
retired,  came  back  to  compete  against  such  drivers  as  Ralph  DePalma,  Teddy  Tet^laff , 
Bob  Burmanj  Ralph  Mulford,  Howdy  WilcoK,  and  Eddy  Hearne.  Harroun,  driving  a 
black  and  yellow  Marmon  Wasp,  won  the  race  with  an  average  speed  ©f  74,59  miles  per 
hour* 

The  Memorial  Day  SOO'-mile  race  quickly  became  an  international  classic*  Many  were 
highly  exciting.  For  example,  in  1912,  Ralph  DePalma  led  up  to  the  198th  lap*  His 
Mercedes  broke  a  connecting  rod  and  Joe  Dawson  sailed  by  in  a  National  to  win; 
DePalma  and  his  mechanic  forlornly  pushed  the  car  for  the  last  mile  and  a  half* 
When  they  finally  arrived  at  the  finish  line,  still  one  lap  short,  they  were 
greeted  by  an  unprecedented  cheer* 5 

The.  1913  race  was  dominated  by  the  Fr^mch  Peugeot  team*  Jules  Goux  won*  Rene 
Thomas  of  France  won  the  1914  race  in  a  Delage.  DePalma,  again  in  a  Mercedes,  won 
the  1915  race,  making  up  for  his  heartbreaking  1912  failure*  The  races  were  sus- 
pended in  1917-18,  because  of  the  war  effort* 

In  1920,  Gaston  Chevrolet  won  in  a  Frontenac  designed  by  his  brother  Louis  ™  one 
of  many  Ghevrolec-deslgned  ears  that  competed  at  Indianapolis*  Louis  himself  was 
in  the  race  and  had  competed  at  Indianapolis  in  1909  in  the  250^mile  inaugural  race 
and  in  1910  and  in  the  500s  in  1915,  1916,  and  1919,  but  never  won* 6  Tomy  Milton 
won  in  1921  In  another  Frontenac*  The  1922  race  was  taken  by  Jimy  Murphy  in  a 
Duesenberg,  built  by  Fred  and  August  Duesenberg  In  Indianapolis*  Tommy  Milton  won 
his  second  500  in  1923  in  Che  Miller  Special,  made  by  Harry  Miller  of  California, 
Ralph  De  Palma's  nephew,  Peter  DePaolo,  the  winner  in  1925,  was  the  first  driver  to 
finish  at  an  average  speed  in  excess  of  100  miles  per  hour. 
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ContifMitien   Htn  number  a  ftfle  , 

^i'*";'    f'*-,^!!    •"oclate.    sold    the    Spe.dway    co    Capt.    Edward    V.  ("Iddla")' 
Sfo«  hfb'  Rick.nback«  had   ra«d  in  th.  first  300  Ix,  1911  and  Shara 

before  he  became  an  air  ace.    Mekenbaeker  remained  the  owner  until  1945. 

Thl  UlI      '  I   '"^  ^"*^'   1^"'  1948)   both  also  won  three. 

The  1S47  race  was  a  battle  b.tween  Bill  Holland  and  Mauri  Rosa,  teamates  driving 
"S^  oJj  '«'J  "  Che  193rd  lap.  Re.,  paasad  Holland  to  t.k.  the  l.ad.  The  Suf 
Crown  pit    crew  gave   ambiguous  signal,   to   the   drivers.     Holland  assumed  he  was  In 

'^""^t*'^"  on.  lap  behind.     Rose  too^  tSe 

ch.cker.d  flag  for  first  plac.  28  secondB  ahead  of  Holland. 

Th.  Speedway's  post-World  tfar  II  history  -  It  was  closed  In  1942-45,  Inclusive  - 
has  been  as  editing  a.  Its  earlier  history.  In  1953  and  1954  Bill  Vukovlch  won 
two  consecutive  races;  he  wa.  killed  racing  In  1955.  In  th.  lead,  trying  for  a  third 
^Im^rS?     1964     19^7'   "^^.'"^^   S""  A-j/Fo^t  las  lo'loS 

Janet  Outhrle  was  th.  £lr./ to  compete  "ll'ig?/.  7  "°  ^^e  500; 

Srr?SJtf  Ind  ^k°°  ^t'^'^Sf''"  <Tony)  Hulman.  Jr.,  of 

Terre  Haute     Ind.     Wilbur   Shaw,  the  500  winner,  had  Interested  Hulnan  In  th.  deal 
and  became   the  ^P«8ld.nt    and    general    manager.     Hulman    continued    to    operate  thi 

Hul^rLf  h"  -"'i*  ^"        -  •  ^^"■hlp  ranalns  In  the  Hulman  family. 

Hulman  era  has  witnessed  extensive  renovations  and  Improvements. 

The  Sp.edway'8  contributions  to  automotive  design,  performance,  and  technology  bear 
mention  here.8  The  shock-testing  ability  of  high-speed  racing  has  permmld  IvaSed 
soirr  "^h  "^hnolop  \o  be  thoroughly  proved  before  Its  lltroductlon  In  pr^Ccts 
sold  to  the  general  public.  Before  the  development  of  private  test  facilities  by 
automobile  manufacturers  after  World  War  I.  the  track  was  America's  primary  proving 
grounds  for  the  automotive  Induscryi  It  Is  still  us.d  regularly  for  test  purpose"! 

^nr-h*"!^.      V".*""'  has  made  Important   contributions   to  the  development  of 

such  automotive    components    as    high    compression    engines,    superchargers,  overhead 
cam  Shafts    hydraulic  shock  absorbers,  advanced  carburetors,  fuel  InjSn  sy^^ms 
hydraulic  brakes,  tires,  magnetos,  spark  plugs,  piston  rings,  and  suS^Mll^  IJsteas: 

By  making    their    use    mandatory    In    Indianapolis    races,    track    officials    have  also 
hastened  public  acceptance  of  safety  devices.  Including  crash  h.lmets.slfety  belts 
SislifluertlnSf'    Kr.-re.lst.nt   clothing,   and   rupture-resistant   safety  bladderi 
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Footnotes 


1  With  the  exceptions  noCed  telow  this  statement  ©f  Slgnifiaanee  is  an  edited 
version  of  that  appearing  In  the  National  Register  of  Historle  Flaees  nomination 
cited  in  full  in  Note  1  of  the  Description^ 

^  Herbert  Kaom,  ede ,  The  Junior  Illustgated  Encyclopedia  of  Sports  (Indianapolis i 
Bobbs-^errill  Go.,  Inc.,  1970),  p.  3.  ~ 

3  Cited  in  Terry  Reed,  Indy,  Raee  and  Ritual  (San  ^fael^  Calif . i  Fresidlo  Press, 
1980),  p.  xl* 

^  The  data  on  the  raees  and  competitions  has  been  updated  using  Reed,  Ibid*  3  and 
Indianapolis  Motor  Speedway,  500  Souyenlr  Book  (Speedway,  Ind. %  Carl  Hungness  Publish- 
ing Co> ,  1983) J  pas sira »  as  souraes* 

5  Capt#  Eddie  Rickenbaeker,  "Ralph  de  Palma^s  Glorious  Failure,"  pp-  118-120*  in 
Esquire *s  Great  Men  and  Moments  in  jports  (New  Yorki  Harper  and  Row,  1962), 

6  Louis  Chevrolet  Memorial  Committee,  The  Louis  Chevrolet  Memorial >  Indianapolis 
Motor  Speedway  ( Indianapolis  £  1976),  unpaginateds 

^    Reed^  op*  elt. ^  p>  33s 

6    Keith    W.    Jennison,     "Automobile    Raelng,"  jConcise  Encyclopedia  of  Sports 

(Hew  Yorki    Franklin  Watts,  Inc. *  l?70)s  p.  46, 
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Watts s  Xne.,  1970. 
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Verbal  Boundary 

The  Indianapolis  Motor  Spaadway  Is  a  tract  of  approxlmatkily  560  acres  almost  entirely 
in  the  town  of  Speedway*  Indiana  (2.18  acres  are  within  tha  city  limits  of  Indlanap^ 
olis).  Tha  property  line  of  the  district  Is  the  eenterllne  of  Wast  16th  Straet*  from 
Its  Intersection  with  the  centerllne  of  Oeorgetom  Road*  east  to  the  Fenn-^Central 
Railroad  tracks;  north  to  the\extended  centerllne  of  West  25th  Street!  west  1953 
north  2186'  to  the  eanterllne/pf  Wast  SOth  Street!  mmt  648*  to  the  eeriterllne  of 
Georgetom  Road|  and  south  to  tha  eenterline  of  Wast  16fih  Street.  The  2*18  acres  in 
Indianapolis  form  a  strip  6481  long  and  150*  daep  at  the  extrama  north  adge  of  the 
Speedway  property*  along  the  south  edge  o£  West  30th  Streat. 
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 f*lr  — ^  unexposed 


Churchill  Dpwni    occuplgs   14?  Ifl  a  Ptorlmafily   rasldsntial   section   of  south 

eentrml  Louliyllls.A  The  greiiiiUnd  atid  ct^lubhous©  are  ait:uafc€d  on  the  northwest 
sldi  of  tha  track  whlla  the  tirni  are  eft  tlSihe  oppogite  m±d%  to  the  southeast.  The 
iDflmld  is  sodded.  Oppoglti  tlii  grandgttfl^.d' s  eentral  section  in  th^  Inflsld  are 
formal  gardens. 

Till  original  grandstand  and  cLybliouse  (IS7$)  *  were  ireplaMd  In  1895-96  by  tha  eentral 
^oretos  of  the  present  gMndstind*  whieh  ti  -  easily  Identifiable  by  the  twin  spires 
atop  ±t#  The  grandstand  and  clubhouas  mx%  -  eKpanded  in  tha  1920s  and  additions  to 
t^e  aosplex  occurred  In  the  DiDs.  Irm  tamajor  additiono  to  the  grandstand  and 
^Mheusa  have  been  lateMl  esipifislone  %Q  P^iake  additional  saating  possible.  Thase 
havsp  however,  been  subduad  chiniis,  the  itintent  being  to  retain  emphasis  on  the 
tf^ln  spires  of  the  original  section. 

The  Original  Churchill  Powna  ClP-94) 

Ths  track  was  founded  In  1874  is  thi  Wulsvi^llle  Jockey  Club  and  modeled  after  the 
track  at  Epsom  Downs  In  England*  The  o^i^Xginal  clubhouse,  erected  In  1875,  was 
deslgMd  by  the  Louisville  citjarehlteftt^  J^Tohn  todrewartha.  It  was  "a  picturesque 
eanfeetion  of  Intersectlnf  polpns,  mUltipl^e  porches  or  verandas,  and  unexpected 
lablea.  There  was  muoh  *CarpeiiliE*s  QPtMtf'  ^  bric--a-brac  under  the  eaves  and  along 
thi  piTinacles^"^  The  ©rig inal  irandataiid^  built  at  the  same  time,  Just  west  of 
nhi  clubhouse^  was  alpo  Gothic  In  design,  each  end  were  two  large  towers ,  used 

f  ebsarvation  posts ^  with  a  siiUir  t^w^  l:in  the  grandstand's  center.    The  place- 
!nt  of   the    grandstand,   howeviE,  proved  te  •    be   a  mistake   because  It   caused  the 
rselng  fans  to  face  the  af terttooii  lun. 

Prageii^  Ghugchill  Downs  (1894-^95) 

In  1894-95,  the  central  pottlen  of  the  mt^^mm  grandstand  was  odhstructed  on  the 
traek's  northwest  side,  f oHoWliig  a  deilf^  b^tty  Joseph  D.  Balder,  a  young  draftsman 
In  the  Louisville  firm  of  D.K.  Kyrphy*  3tit#t«gectlng  the  lateral  roof  are  two  gable 
projections,  whose  ends  are  traiUd  with  ^^ilasters.  Each  is  surmounted  by  an 
octigonal  cupola  crowned  by  an  ii|ht-sid^d  #N^ire  in  the  shape  of  an  elongated  bell. 
ThiSi  twin  spires  "have  glnc^  \%tm%  the  trademark  of  Churchill  Do^ms  and  are 
syiion^ous  with  the  Kentucky  Vlsufltilly,  the  spires  are  more  than  symbols 

for  thalr  vertlcallty  provides  %  ml^om  *%^lief  from  what  would  otherwise  be  a 
fltfiatly  horizontal    cQmpoiltlen  due    to    ^hrfie    grandstand's    periodic  eKpansions. 

Thi  rear  of  the  grandstand' e  orliinai  safttt-i©n  is  of  brick  and  incorporates  two 
roundels  containing  horses'  hade  on  ea^lx  rejection.  In  addition »  each  is  also 
triited  with  three  archad  openings  frttaed  t  by  voussolrs  at  the  heads  and  Ionic 
ptlistars  at  the  sides.  Hucb  of  the  1895  gr^-andstand's  interior  remains,  including 
the  brick-floored  "bullring"  whin  tratn^ra  c*songregate  • 
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Additions  to  the  grandstand  at  this  populat  rSMCsUrs^  hm  br©u|hc  Iks  seating 
capaelty  to  more  than  42,000,  Tha  additions  havm  included!  axpansiD-*as  to  thi 
grandstand  in  1920*  19i0,  aud  1962-63|  clubhouse  axp&nsiQBS  in  1924  19^2-63  and 
1972|  the  Installation  of  inflald  tote  boards  In  1970  md  Mi  tha  waet^ion  of  the 
Churahlll  towns  Kentucky  Derby  Museim  In  lf61|  inflald  oiata^lind  rastMOBi  facilities 
In  19(i2-63j  Jockeys'  quarters^  press  boxes,  and  glaeP-^dQot^d  roof  boSte  1^  1966-67  • 
and  the  eurrent  conversion  of  the  barns  fnpm  tfood  e^flCfiEi  blo^k,  ic=ae  of  the 
addltlOTS  have  made  use  of  Neo-Georglan  features  sueh  #i  Filiadlan  wladovs  decks 
with  turned  spindles,  and  denticulated  cornices,  ^haa^  m%mmm  are  not  fcariful  to 
the  overall  composition  and  provide  an  intiiresting  ewtragno  the  Gothmc  spires. 
In  1972,  the  spires  and  roof  were  retlled  f^Lth  slate  to  the  orl|inel  styl.^  and  the 
entire  structure  Is  painted  annually.  i  - 

The  barns  are  being  converted  froa  wood  to  concrete  ble^ki  aitep  which  SM^rves  as  a 
safeguard  against  firei  they  are  simple  l-story  Idtefcsl  ittuctures  wt  th  gabled 
roofs*  meir  roofs  extend  slightly  to  provide  shalt^r  for  nareow  gr«und-level 
walkways  extending  across  their  fronts*  The  facades  a^a  btsken  by  numetois©  entries 
that  give  aceess  to  Individual  stalls* 

One  of  Churchill  Downs'  trademarks  Is  the  aeries  of  sMm  and  faor#l_  displays 
throughout  the  grounds.  Thilr  colorful  variety  produces  a  brilllaat  ccfc-strast  to 
the  stark  whiteness  of  the  Downs*  structures.  In  the  aprtui,  a  largi*  fl^^ntity  of 
tulips  are  imported  from  the  Netherlands,  and  60,000  ^tMt  plants  are  g^own  each 
year  in  greenhouses  operated  on  the  southwest  of  th«  dq^i'  property.  Nimeroua 
flower-filled  urns  are  placed  throughout  the  greuftdSj  indudinir  s^vara^J.  in  the 
infield  from  the  1893  Chicago  World's  Coltnablan  Exposition*  (At "one  cia^,  a  band 
platfom  was  opposite  the  grandstand  In  the  Infield  and  s  tjiining  treck  Inside 
the  main  one,)  Appropirlately,  the  infield  is  sodded  ^^th  Kintuaky  bluegrass  In 
tribute  to  the  area  of  the  State  that  la  InternatloneHy  ^nei  for  Itg  tha^roughbred 
farms. 


Footnotes 

Ifhis  description  Is  an  edited  version  of  the  descrlptiro  of  Chutehill  Downs  In 
the  National  Eeglster  of  Historic  flaces  nomination  form  Pfepired  by  the  Kentuckv 
Heritage  Comtsslon  In  1977. 

^Walter  E.  Langsam,  Preservation  Louisville  €  Louisville  i    JMliof  the  Ohio 
Itetropolitan  Council  of  Governments,  1973)*  p.  165. 

^Robert  Gorhsm,  Churchill  Doims  —  100th  Kentucky  Derby  ft^uisvlUei  Churchill 
Downs,  1973),  p*^*  ~  —  " — ' — ^  -  ^ 
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Pvfled  AfMS  aff  Slgnif leane»^^liMli  and  Jystiffy  balow 

prthlstorle  amhedlegy-prehiitorie         community  planning  landsGipe  arehlteciure  rtligion 

140D-14$i  archeQlagy-historic  eonservatisn  law  seienat 

,  .  ISOO-lSit        .  agriaulture  .eeonemlcs  literature  sculpture 

1 600-1  §Si  ■rohiteeture  education  military  social' 

1 700-1  TSi  art  engln^rlng  .  .  mutlo  humanltari^ 

„,..S  1800^1 89i  sommsrce  expfofatlon  settiemerit .      phlloi^phy  thtiter  ^ 

liOO-  coinmynication&  .  industiy  ....  politics  government  traniportallon 

.  invention  .H^  other  (spfalfy) 

^  .  „  _  l^e^eataan 

Spaeifie  dates    lS75-dat#       '  Builder ArEhitM^    O'^'  MuTOhy  and  Cq,~  ^  "'"IhHriKiLeTnp) 


..=^     — — .       ...       .  .  _        grandstmnd  a  altfthouse -  flBOT-Sfr^  -  — - 

Statamant  ef  Signifl^snea  liH  Ma  parasraphi 

Sumary  ' 

Churehill  Doms>  which  f.mmtutmm  thm  largasc  racing  grandscand  In  North  i^arleai  has 
actalned  slgnlfleanea  prltBarlly  as  tha  hornet  since  1875 p  of  ch^  annual  Ksntusky 
Darby,  the  Internationally  ran^^wnad  taea  for  S-^yaar^old  thoroughbred  horses,  whieh 
aarves  as  tha  first  phasa  of  ti?e  "Trlpla  Crowns"  racing's  "most  sought  afCar  dls-- 
tlnction*"!  The  Fraaknass  (since  1873) ^  at  Plmllco,  In  Baltimore,  and  tha  Belmont 
Stakas  (slnee  1867),  In  Naw  York^  complete  tha  aqulna  triathlon.* 

Tha  track  at  Churchill  Downs  was  cons  trusted  In  1874  by  Cols  Harlwather  Lairf^s  Clark  ^ 
a  prominent  Louisvllla  thoroughbred  braadar^  In  an  attempt  to  stlmulata  tha  thorough- 
bred Industry,  imich  was  then  In  a  period  ©f  dacllna*  It  was  modalad  af tar  Epsom 
Downs  In  England*  The  Darby  rapidly  acquired  pronlnenca  In  racing  and  has  now  for 
111  yaars  attracCad  racing's  greatest  horsas^  Jockeys,  and  trainers.  Tha  Downs  Is 
also  tha  scane  of  othar  Important  racas« 

Historically,  tha  horse  Industry  has  been  a  vital  alament  In  the  economy  of  tha 
Comonwaalth  of  Kentucky^  It  remains  a  significant  factor  today.  Churchill  Downs 
epltomlzas  tha  Importance  of  tha  Industry  to  the  State,  and  tha  State's  unlvarsal 
Idant If 1 cation  with  thoroughbred  horse  racing. 

Finally,  although  the  Derby's  "Run  for  the  Rosas"  Is  but  a  2--mlnute  horse  raca  ovar 
1^1/4  mllas  on  the  first  Saturd^ky  in  Hay^  It  is  "tha  most  glamorous  raca  in  tha 
United  Statas"^  and  certainly  2  of  tha  most  aiccicing  mlnutas  In  the  world  of  sports. 
It  has  also  bacoma  anvaloped  with  added  slgnlflcanca  as  a  great  local  fastival  with 
a  national  raputatlon.  It  Is  Invastad  ^th  traditions  and  ritual  that  bring  It  to 
a  par  with  the  Mardi  Gras  of  Haw  Orleans  and  tha  Tournraant  of  Rosas  in  Pasadena^ 


The  Belmont  Stakas  have  baan  run  at  several  Naw  York  tracks  i  Jerome  Park  (1867-- 
89),  Morris  Park  (1890-1904)^  Balmont  Park  (1905-63),  and  Aqueduct  (1963-data)* 
Balmont  has  no  basic  historic  Integrity;  Jaroma  and  Morris  Parks  no  longer  exisc* 
Fimllco  is  extramely  altared. 
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Bxmtoty 

The  horse  industry  has  always  been  vital  Co  Kentucky's  economys  first  as  the  only 
means  of  tranaporcation  and  then  as  a  breeding  business  and  sport.  Organised  racing 
took  place  in  Kentucky  as  early  as  1789.  Prom  then  until  1874 ^  when  Churchill 
Downs  was  constructed ^  there  were  several  tracks  in  the  State.  In  4873^  however 
horse  racing  in  Kantucky  was  at  a  low  ebb  and  many  horse  breeders  were  considering 
closing  their  stock  farms,  since  they  could  not  get  good  prices  for  their  thorough- 
bred yearlings.  Col,  Meriwether  Lewis  Clark  established  Churchill  Downs  and  the 
Kentucky  Derby  in  an  actempc  Co  alleviate  this  depressed  situation. 

Colonel  Clark  was  born  in  Louisville,  a  few  miles  northeast  of  the  present  track 
on  his  family's  estate,  Blenheim.  He  was  the  grandson  of  William  Clark  of  the 
Lewis  and  Clark  expedicion  and  Che  namesake  of  Clark's  partner  in  chat  great  venture* 
Meriwether  Lewis  Clark's  maternal  great-grandfather,  Armstead  Churchill,  had  come 
CO  Kentucky  from  Virginia  in  1787  and  settled  on  tb  large  tract  of  land,  south  of 
the  Porks  of  the  Ohio,  which  he  dubbed  Blenheim.  It  was  on  part  of  this  estate 
that  his  great-grandson  built  hia  racetracks 

Meriwether  Lewis  Clark  had  long  been  incereated  in  the  breeding  and  racing  of 
horses  and,  In  1873,  traveled  to  Europe  in  search  of  ideas  for  the  racetrack  he 
hoped  to  build  on  the  Churchill  land,  toong  the  famous  tracks  he  visited  in  Prance 
and  England  was  Epsom  Downs  in  England,  where  the  Epsom  Derby  and  the  Oaks  are  run* 
Clark  was  so  impressed  he  decided  to  model  his  track  after  it.  Inspired  by  the 
success  of  the  English  system,  he  chose  to  employ  the  concepts  of  organizing  clubs 
and  designating  races  for  the  various  ages  and  claases  of  thoroughbreds.  In  addi- 
tion, the  siaable  purses,  he  felt,  would  Inaure  a  conclnulng  demand  for  good  quality 
racehorses.  -  - 

Clark  called  his  track  Churchill  Downs,  since  it  was  built  on  Churchill  land. 
Continuing  the  emulation  of  English  models,  he  chose  to  name  his  principal  race  the 
Kentucky  Derby    and    modeled    the    Clark    Handicap    after    the    St.    Leger  Handicap. 

To  raise  money  to  sponsor  his  project,  Clark  formed  the  Louisville  Jockey  Club,  and 
served  as  its  first  president,  Clark's  uncles,  John  and  Henry  Churchill,  were 
principals  in  the  club;  John  served  as  the  first  treasurer  and  Henry  was  on  the 
board  of  directors,  as  was  Luke  Blackburn,  who  soon  thereafter  (1879)  became  Governor 
of  Kentucky,  The  320  original  members  of  the  club  each  subscribed  $100.  The  land 
was  leased  from  John  and  Henry  Churchill,  Each  year  until  1906  the  lease  was 
renewed;  In  that  year  it  was  purchased  from  the  Churchill  heirs. 

Not  only  did  Clark  form  the  Jockey  Club  and  construct  Churchill  Downs,  he  was  the 
first  to  introduce  parl^mutuel  betting  to  the  United  States  from  Prance.  He  also 
supported  the  State  legislation,  passed   in   1878,   which  legalised  the  practice  at 


recognized  racetracks. 
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After  the  track  was  built  there  was  no  money  left  for  either  a  grandstand  or  stables* 
The  Jockey  Club  borrowed  money  from  a  wealthy  Loulevillianj  W.H.  Thomas j  and  a 
clubhouses  deaigned  by  John  Andrewarthat  and  grandstand  were  constructed  in  what  is 
now  the  backs t retch  across  from  the  present  grandstand*  Living  quarters  were  built 
in  the  clubhouse  for  Colonel  Clarke  who  entertained  lavishly  during  the  racing 
season* 


The  first  Kentucky  Derby  was  run  on  Monday,  May  17,  1875,  over  a  distance  of  a  mile 
and  a  half,  (In  1896  the  length  was  reduced  to  the  present'-day  mile  and  a  quarter* 
The  Derby  is  now  held  on  the  first  Saturday  in  May.)  The  Spirit  of  the  Times,  a  New 
York  City  periodical  devoted  eKcluslvely  to  sporting  events,  gave  this  lively  and 
prophetic  account  of  the  first  Derbyi 

The  inaugural  meeting  of  the  newly  organlwd  Louisville  Jockey  Club  comnenced 
today  and  continues  over  six  days*  A  more  brilliant  opening  was  never  witnessed ^ 
and  the  anticipations  of  the  most  sanguine  and  enthusiastic  Kentuckian  were  mote 
than  realized*  Fully  can  thousand  people  witnessed  the  sporty  and  the  spacious 
grandstand  was  crowded  to  Its  utmost  capacity*  Delightful  weather  favored  the 
Jockey  Club  on  its  opening  day,  and  the  presence  of  a  dazzling  array  of  female 
lovellnessj  representatives  of  Kentucky's  proverbially  beautiful  daughters, 
enhanced  the  attractiveness  of  the  occasion*  The  track  was  In  superb  order  for 
fast  runnings  and  betokened  the  care  and  attention  bestowed  on  Its  preparation 
this  spring*  The  result  of  the  first  day  of  the  meeting  assures  the  future 
success  of  the  Louisville  Jockey  Clubs  and  It  will  now  take  its  place  as  the 
great  racing  centre  of  a  State  so  distinguished  in  the  turf  annals  of  America* 3 

Many  names  might  be  invoked  in  a  chronicle  of  the  Derby's  history  since  chat  day  ~ 
horses  J  Jockeys,  tralnerss  and  owners*  The  winners  of  the  Triple  Crown  surely  bear 
mentioning,  among  the  many  great  horses  that  have  raced  in  Louisville*  They  have 
Included?  Sir  Barton  Cl919)s  Gallant  Fox  (1930)s  Omaha  (19J5)s  War  Admiral  (1937) 
IJhirlaway  (194i)s  Count  Fleet  (1943)s  Assault  {1946)s  Citation  (1948),  Secretariat 
(1973),  Seattle  Slew  (1977),  and  Affirmed  (1978), 4 

Oliver  Lewis,  a  blacks  won  the  first  running  of  the  Derby  (1875)5  aboard  Arlstldes. 
Of  the  other  great  Jockeyss  Isaac  Murphys  another  black,  is  regarded  as  perhaps  the 
greatest  of  all;  his  record  of  three  Derby  victories  was  not  surpassed  until  1948, 
when  Eddie  Arcaro  won  the  fourth  of  his  five  (1938,  1941  j  1945s  1948,  and  1952). 
Earle  Sande  (1923,  1925,  and  1930),  Bill  Hartack  (1957,  1960,  1963,  1964,  and  1969), 
and  Willie  Shoemaker  (1955,  1959,  and  1965)  are  other  multiple  winners*  Ben  A. 
Jones  and  his  son  Horace  (** Jimmy")  were  two  of  the  leading  trainers  who  have  worked 
the  Derby,  saddling  six  winners  for  Calumet  Farmsj  James  ("Sunny  Jim")  Fltzslmmonss 
an  ex-Jockey  who  trained  Triple  Crown  winners   Gallant  Fox  and  Omaha,  was  another* 5 
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Otheif  Important  racmm  have  been  run  at  Churchill  Downs.  They  Ineludei  the  Kentucky 
Jockey  Club  Stakes  (for  2"year-0lds)|  the  Clark  Handicap  (earlier  the  Clark  Stakes) 
Cfor  3-year-olds    and    Qver)|    and    the    Kentucky    Oaks    (for    3-year-old  fillies). 

Finally,  mention  ahould  hm  made  of  an  important  figure  in  the  history  of  Churchill 
Downs,  Col*  Matt  j*  Winn,  a  Louiaville  tailor  who  had  a  flair  for  promotion.  Winn 
cook  over  management  of  the  organization  when  it  was  nearly  bankrupt  in  1902.  He 
enhanced  the  track's  status  and  was  in  major  part  responsible  for  the  Kentucky 
Derby's  worldwide  popularity  and  prestige.  --      -  ^ 


Footnotes 

iKeitth  W.  Jennison,  ed. ,  ''Horse  Racing,*'  in  The  Concise  Encyclopedia  of  Sports 
(New  Yorki  Franklin  Watts,  Inc* ,  1970),  p.  78,  Except  where  attribution  is,  as 
here,  otherwise  noted,  this  statement  of  significance  Is  an  edited  version  of  the 
National  Register  of  r/lstorlc  Places  nomination  form  prepared  by  the  Kentucky 
Heritage  Commission  in  1977,  -  -      -  ^ 

^Jennison,  op.  cit# ,  p.  77* 

3ci  ted  in  National  ReEiscer  form, 

^The  World  Almanac,  1982,  p.  861 i  Jennison,  o£.  clt , ,  p,  78. 
^Ibid. ,  pp,  79^80, 
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Verbal  bouiidary  deseription  and  justifieation 

SEE  CONTinUATION  SHEET 


List  all  litates  and  counties  for 

properties  overlapping  state  or  county  boundaries 

state 

code 

county 

code 

state 

code 

county 

code 

11.  Form  Prspa 

red  By 

nome/title         James  H-  Charl 

eton.  Historian 

organization    History  Division  ^  National  Park  Service     date  March  19S5 


street  &  number      HOC)  L  Street,  NW  telephone      (202)  343-8165 


city  or  town      Washington  state  20013-7127 

12.  Stat#  Historic  Preservat§ori  Officer  Oartifleatlon 

The  evaluated  iignificance  of  this  property  within  the  state  isi 
 national  ..^^  state  local 


As  the  deiignated  State  Historic  Preiervatlon  Officer  for  the  National  Historic  Pr^iervatlon  Act  of  1986  (Public  Law  8^ 
€Si)«  I  hereby  nominate  this  property  for  inclusion  in  the  National  Register  and  certify  that  it  has  been  evaluated 
according  to  the  criteria  and  procedures  set  forth  by  the  National  Park  Service, 

State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  signature   


title  date 

For  HPS  use  only 

I  hereby  certify  that  this  property  Is  Included  In  the  National  Register 


date 


KMp#r  of  the  National  Register 

Attest  f  date 
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Itemnumte 


UTH  Eafareneesi 


B« 

D« 
E. 
F, 
6. 
E. 
I, 
J. 


16/608060/4228890 
16/608020/42285SQ 
16/607840/4228370 
16/607200/4228370 
16/607180/4228430 
16/607450/4228340 
16/607280/4228770 
16/607310/4228880 
16/607530/4229150 
16/607980/4229080 


Vaybal  Boundary 

Bagiii^.lng  on  thm  south  side  of  Central  Avanua  (point  J  on  USGS  msp)  appronlsatel^ 
200  £mmt  easi  of  South  Fifth  Street ,  the  boundary  runs  In  a  southesstarly  dlractiOQ 
for  approximately  700  feet  to  a  point  on  the  west  side  of  South  Fourth  it  Met 
appitoKiaately  600  feet  south  of  the  intersection  af  South  Fourth  and  Geacrml  Avmufi* 
The  line  continues  southwest  along  South  Fourth  for  approx^ately  1800  fast  to  tte 
inteifseation  of  South  Fourth  and  Longfleld  Avenue.  The  boimdary  follewa  tha  north 
side  of  Longfield  for  apprOKimately  2100  feet  in  a  westwardly  direction »  and  th«n 
turns  northwest  for  approKimately  200  feet  along  a  serviee  road.  Kntp  the  line 
tum^  northeast  following  the  north  side  of  the  racetrack  chute  for  approxlMtaly 
1000  feet  before  turning  northwest  for  approKimately  900  feet  to  a  point  aouthirast 
of  the  clubhouse/ grandstand  structure  (point  G  on  USGS  map).  The  boimdsry  than  runs 
northeast  along  the  rear  of  the  structure  for  appToximately  300  feet  (to  point  K  on 
USGS  map)  and  then  continues  in  a  northeasterly  direction  for  approzlBataly  1200 
feet  imtil  It  meets  Central  Avenue,  Turning  easts  the  line  follows  the  south  side 
of  Central  Avenue  approximately  1200  feet  to  the  point  of  origin. 

The  noDinated  acreage  includes  the  track,  the  clubhouse,  the  grandstand,  garden 
areas,  the  bamSp  and  the  historic  brick  wall  that  bounds  a  portion  of  the  track* 
These  are  all  vital  elements  in  the  historic  physical  complex  of  Churchill  Dovna* 
The  main  parking  areas  have  not  been  included. 
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CentrtI  Avanua 


Churchill  ^wns 
Louiivjlle 
Jiffenon  County 

ij^teh-map 
Not  to  icale 


CD 


Longfjeld  Avinue 
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A  Grandstand 

B  Clubhpuis 

C  Dining  irea 

D  Paddock 

1  Museion 

F  Birni 

G  Farkisgidt 


w?      ■-"  ■■■■  ■■ 

piriil  visw  of  CIMchilf  Ibokinj 
poutlij  tiksn  on-  Dirby  Day,  May  i9?4, 
pii  irinditand  li  on  thrright  (north-; 
t«tj  and  tlii  htm  arsron  the: lift//-: 
:(iauthiast)v'  (Gsorgs  Hall,  1974)  'i; 
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Thi  original  Louisvilli  Joekty 
Clubhouii  about  187S,  {Smml 
W.  fhomas,  sd.,  Viiwi  of'LQuii- 
ville  slnoe  1766.  /Lfliiig^fnav 
wouniE«jou3fnai  liithogriphing 
Co.,  1971) 
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See  instructions  In  How  to  Oompmrn  National  Rmglstmr  Farmm 
Typ#  all  antrlts-^Qmplett  spplieable  sections 


Pm  HPS  ys#  anly 

revived 

dateentdiBd 


1.  Name 


historic 


.Boston  Conmon 


and  Dr  epmmon 


2p  Location 


street  &  numbtf  Beacon,  Park,  Tremont,  Boylston,  and  Charles  Streets  not  for  pybliefitlM 
city,  town 


Boston 


vfslnity  of 


state  Massaahusetts 


e©d#  025 


eounty  Suffolk 


3. 


ssification 


God«  025 


Catagory  Ownership 

dlitrmt  publie 

buifdlng(s)  --  private 

^  structure      ^  both 


tiaium 

 oeeupjtd 

 unOogupled 

.  work  In  progress 


.  site  Pyblie  Aoquisitlon  Aeevssible 

Qbject   in  proeess   .  y#si  restrlgtod 

 .  being  oonsldered  yesi  unrestricted 

^  n© 


Prassnt  Us* 

sgrlculluro 
sommtraial 
eduoatlonal 
entenainment 
— _  f  ovarnrtient 
_^  Industrial 
millta^ 


.  muaauin 

-  paric 

-  prlvata  resident 
.  relislous 

.  aofsntif  ie 
.  trans^ftatlM 
.  othen 


4.  Owner  of  Property 


city  of  Boston 


street  It  number         City  Hall 


€lty,  town 


Boston 


violnlty  of 


^l®*®  Hassachusette 


5.  Location  of  Legai  Pescription 

gourthouse,  registry  of  dttds,  ete.      Suffolk  County  Registry  of  Deeds 


street  &  numbor  Pemberton  Square 
eity,  town  Boston 


6,  Rapr#sentatlon  in  Existing  Surveys 


state  Mass^ohuaette 


fitifi    Boston  Landmarks  Coznznission  Suifv^v 

""^  -  ^  wLjimn-L^^ion  survey      has  this  property  b^n  dotefmlnsd  eligible?    _y#i   _^  no 

date  1969   _  —  federal   ™  state    „  eounty   JL^  loeal 


depository  for  survey  reeords  Boston  Landmarks  ConOTission*  City  Hall 

city,  town  Boston 


State  Mai3sach^satts 
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National  Ragistar  off  HIstorie  Plaoas  '^^^^^^ 
invantor^Nomlnatioii  Form  ^^^M 

CofttlnuatiQii  tfiegt  ttem  nimMr         s       _        Rig*  a 

Hepresentation  In  dieting  SUrwys 

Title I     Hational  Register  of  HigtQria  Wlmamm 

Dates  1972 

Depository  for  survey  reoordis    National  Park  lerviea ,  1100  L  S^«it,  NW 
City*  Towns    Haehington  States  DC 
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•letfltfit  cl«ttridr«ted      ^ unaltert^  K  original  site 

 ^  ruins  JL.  alttred  ^  .  movtd  date 

 fair  untipot#d 


Bos  con  tomoA  eraprises  50  m^tmrn  of  open  spac©  in  the  heart  of  tha  city.  Whan 
the  Ooaioa  was  established  In  1634  s  It  stood  at  th#  west  edge  of  toim*  Beyond 
present  Oharlas  Street  mm  tidal  Barshlands,  Oy#r  thras  and  a  half  Mnturiegi 
the  prinoipal  changes  to  tha  topography  of  the  Coisfion  hava  baan  in  tha  levelling 
of  soma  of  its  hills  and  tha  filling  of  some  of  its  natural  ponds.  Original 
features  that  still  surviva  include  tha  central  flagstaff  Hill  (surmounted 
sinoa  1877  by  teldiatfs  and  Sailors  Honiaant}  and  naarby  Frog  Pond* 

The  prlnoipal  featuras  of  tha  Qoamonp  basides  its  topography,  ara  the  paths 
that  traverse  it,  in  muoh  the  saae  pattern  as  historically,  and  tha  aonuments 
that  aabellish  it*  A  nabar  of  the  walkirays  on  tte  Co^n  take  tha  form  of 
wide,  trea^linad  malls,  the  first  of  irtieh  ms  established  along  Tremont 
Street  in  1722  and  replanted  in  1784*^  Its  present-day  successor,  lined  with 
brick  planters,  is  known  as  Lafayette  Ifall,  the  aonuants  on  the  Qouon  range 
from  coomraorative  tablets  to  fountains  (notably  the  Vlctorisn^ara  Brewer 
Fountaifi)  to  large-scale  works  such  as  the  Soldiers  and  Sailors  Hontsant  and 
the  Fartean  Bandstand.  The  mast  ^pcrtant  work  of  art  is  probably  St*  Oaudens* 
Shaw  Mmorial,  idUch  faces  the  Massachusetts  State  House  near  the  northeast 
comer  of  the  Oonon.  to  inventory  of  montsiants  on  the  Comon  follows  this 
general  discussion. 

Mso  included  within  tha  bounds  of  the  Oonan  is  the  Central  Burying  Ground 
on  Boylstoa  Street  between  Tremont  ud  Charles*  The  gravestones  and  vaults 
of  this  camatery,  established  in  1756,  provide  an  taportant  element  in  the 
historic  appearance  of  tte  Comeon*  A  Mwar  feature,  recognised  as  a  Hational 
Mstoric  Landmark  in  its  own  right,  is  the  Tremont  Street  Subway  (1895-98) 
the  first  such  facility  in  the  country*  Although  the  subway  itself  Is  under- 
ground, its  stone  entrance  and  exit  structures  are  prominent  at  the  Park  and 
Boylston  Street  corners  of  the  Oomon*  The  entrance  and  exit  kiosks  to  th<* 
underground  parking  garage  along  the  Aarlea  Street  aide  are  recent  and  rela- 
tively small,  though  clearly  not  historic,  elements. 

LIST  OF  PRIHCIPAL  FMTUUS  OH  BOSTON  COIOIOH* 

Sobert  gould  Shaw  Hmorial  (1)  (1897) 

^a  artist  was  Augustus  St.  <^udens,  and  the  architects  mre  teKlm,  Mead  and 
White,    The  araorial   features  a   great  bronEe  baa-relief  panel,  dedicated  to 
Civil  War  Col.  lotert  Oould  Shaw  and  his  men  of  the  S4th  Massachusetts  Infantry 
the  first  Hassachusatts  regiment  of  free  black  men*     Shaw  and  many  of  his  men 
perished  in  the  attack  on  Battery  Wagner* 


*Keyed  to  Boston  Eadevelopment  Authority  map  accompanying  this  study. 
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i^rtiB  Guild  MMBglal  Eatganea  (2)  (1917) 

teslgned  hy  Ralph  Adas  Crw  and  Frank  W.  ferguBon,  noted  arehltSGts, 
BlaekatoM  HMorial  Tablet  (3)  (1914) 
Mslgned  by  E*  CllpsCoii  Sturgia, 
Plaque  to  the  Bayal  Navy  (4) 

Plaque  iadieatiag  the  eita  of  W&x  Hill  (S)  (1925) 

Fox  Hill,  a  natural  feature  at  the  west  end  of  the  tomen,  vss  leveled  for  landfill 
in  the  If th  eeutury. 

SoldierB  and  Sailors  Honment  (Civil  War  Aray  and  Navy  Monment)  (6)  (1877) 

Designed  by  Martiu  ittlaorc,  a  protege  of  Thomas  Ball,  it  is  the  most  signif leant 
^  ^         eareer*3    it  is  dedicated  to  the  men  of  Boston  who  died  in  the 

QlVil  War ■ 

Football  tablet  (7)  (1925) 

Dedicated  to  the  Oneida  Football  Club  of  Boston,  the  first  organized  football  club 
in  the  United  States,    The  elub  played  on  the  field  in  the  vieinlty  of  the  tablet 
against  all  ewers"  in  1862-65*    Seven  surviving  mmbers  of  the  olub  were  present 
at  its  dedication.*^ 

Founding  of  Boston  lieaorial  Tablet  (8)  (1930) 

The  artist  was  Jota  F.  Parraino,  and  the  architectural  setting  was  designed  by 
Charles  A*  Coolidge.  The  tablet  commorates  the  arrival  of  John  Winthrop  in 
Boston,  and  was  placed  on  the  300th  anniversary  of  that  event. 

Brewer  Foimtain  (9) 

Presented  to  the  City  by  Gardner  Brewer,  it  is  a  copy  of  one  designed  by  Uenard 
and  given  to  the  city  of  Paris  in  1868. 

Statue  of  Comodore  Jo  to  Barry  (10) 

Religion,  Training,  and  Industry  Tablets  (11,  12,  and  13)  (1961) 
Designed  by  Cascieri  and  di  Biccari, 
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Declaratl&a  at  indapendenes  Tablet 


The  artist  was  John  F*  Faraaino* 
Boston  Hasaaega  Monuaent  (IS)  (1888) 

The  artist  was  Robert  Kfaus«  This  mamorlal  honors  free  blaok  Oris  pus  Attueks  and 
others  slain  by  British  troops  in  Boston  in  1770*  The  top  of  the  moniaiant  has 
thirteen  stars  representing  the  thlrtaen  original  States.  "Free  toarica"  holds  a 
flag  in  har  left  hand* 

Oaorge  F.  Farkaan  Hamorlal  Bandstand  (16)  (1912) 

Dasigned  by  Robinson  and  Shepard*  This  bandstand  replaead  a  IPth^eentury  bandstand 
on  the  same  site* 

Sulyay  Ent ranges 

Although  these  small  stone  Classie  Revival  structures  that  shelter  tha  antranees  to 
tha  subway  vera  danouneed,  whan  constructed  In  tha  1890s,  as  intrusions  that 
resemblad  mausoleums,  they  have  baeoma  a  familiar  alamant  on  tha  Cossnon* 

Fena^ 

The  Common's  ISth^eentury  iron  fence  with  alabo^jita  entrance  gates  was  partially 
removed  in  World  War  II  serap  iron  drives* 

roNDITIOHi 

The  monuments  and  the  vegetation  of  the  Ooimon  suffer  from  typical  pollutant  and 
disease  problems ,  identical  to  those  noted  in  the  tesoriptlon  of  the  Boston  Public 
Garden-  The  expense  of  optimtoa  treatment^  as  well  as  the  neeessity  for  regular 
scheduled  maintanance,  will,  no  doubt,  be  considerable* 

Footnotes 


^Thls  description,  except  as  noted,  has  been  adapted  and  edited'  from  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places  joint  nomination  of  the  Boston  Comm  and  Public  Garden 
prepared  by  Robert  Rettlg  in  1974* 

^Waltei  Muir  Whitehlll,  Boston I  A  Topographical  History  (Cambridge,  Mass*s 
Harvard  University  Press,  1968)*  pp,  150,  159* 


^"Martin  Hilmore,"  Concise  Dlctioaary  of  toerlcan  Biography  (New  Yorki  Charles 
icribner^s  Sons,  1964),  p,  682» 

^John  D*  McCallum  and  Charles  H.  Pearson,  College  Football,  U.S.A.  1869-1973  (New 
¥orki    Hall  of  Fame  Publishing  Co*,  1973),  p*  80.  ~ 
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PmH&4  ArMS  of  SIstilfflsaneA^hBeli  and  Juslify  bvlow 

prfiHiStorig  arGhiOlogy-prthiitoria         sommunlty  planning  landscape  afchitecture  religion 

1 465^1 49i  arehtology-hlitsfle              conttrvatldn  law  icitnce 

,  ...  1iO&-1S99  .  agrlcultura                      ..teonomlei  Mteraturt  ,  seulptur© 

1800^1699  arehltscturff                      tdueition  mmtary  soelal 

X  1?S&-17ii  art                                    tngintering  music  humanitarian 

..X.  iaOO-1899  ^    ssmmtret                        exploration  settfement        philosophy  =  theattr 

^,190^  ....  oommunfaatlont               .industry  ....  polities  government     .  transportation 

.  Invention  other  (speeify) 

—   .  ^  .         .  =         ...     .  _      _     _  . ^^.^^3M9JPM3Lt,iQn 

tp^cifie  d«t»g  1634-date    '          .  Bu!W«r-Afeh!t#€t      Multiple  (publie  park) 


•MtMiMt  ef  Slgnifl^ane*  |ln  m»  psragraph) 

Boscon  Comon,  generally  eonsldaTed  the  oldest  public  park  in  the  United  States, 
sarits  eKaminatlon  for  Its  slgnlflaanoe  In  the  history  of  conservation,  landacape 
architecture}  military  and  political  history,  and  sculpture,  as  well  as  recreation. 

It  and  the  adjoining  Publlo  Garder*  are  still  one  of  the  greatest  amenities  of 
Boston*  Much  of  their  Importance  oprlngs  from  their  location  In  the  heart  of  one 
of  America -s  oldest  and  historically  most  Important  cities*  The  Gommon  was,  for 
example,  a  political  rallying  point  and  military  training  field  before  and  during 
the  American  Revolution  and  the  Civil  War,  In  the  late  19th  and  early  20th  centu- 
ries. It  became  a  showplaee  for  public  sculpture-  It  was  also  the  playing  field  of 
the  first  organized  football  club  in  the  country,  the  Oneida  Club,  which  began 
competing  in  1862.^ 

History 

The  Common  was  purchased  and  set  aside  by  the  town  in  1634,  a  scant  4  years  after 
the  founding  of  Boston,  as  coraon  land  for  the  cit liens,  as  pasturage  for  cattle, 
and  as  a  training  field  for  militia*  At  that  point  it  also  InGluded  some  lands 
across  Tremont  Street*  As  early  as  the  1660a,  John  Josselyn,  a  resident  Englishman, 
wrote  about  the  men  and  women  of  Boston  taking  their  evening  strolls  on  the  Commoni 

On  the  South  there  Is  a  small,  but  pleasant  Common  where  the  Gallants  a  little 
before  Sun-set  walk  with  their  Marmalet-Madams ,  as  we  do  In  Moreflelda,  etc* 
till  the  nine  a  clock  Bell  rings  them  home  to  their  respective  habitations, 
when  presently  the  Constables  walk  their  rounds  to  see  good  orders  kept^  and 
to  take  up  loose  people*^ 

Children  then,  as  now,  enjoyed  wading  in  Frog  Pond  in  the  summer  and  skating  in 
winter* 

Early  in  the  18th  century,  the  Comon  began  to  assume  the  "park-like"  qualities 
for  which  it  has  ever  after  been  notedl  the  tree-lined  Tremont  Mall  was  in  place  by 
1722*  Another  long-time  feature  of  the  Common,  the  Central  Burying  Ground,  was 
established  on  the  Boylston  Street  side  In  1756*  Soldiers  who  died  at  the  Battle 
of  Bunker  Hill  and  during  the  British  occupation  were  buried  there,  as  well  as 
peacetime  citizens  of  Boston.     The  Common  proper  served  as  the  training  field  for 
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eonUnwtion 


BomtofTm  military  arapanles,  eight  of  whleh  mntrntrnd  by  1674,  as  wmll  mm  for  thomm 
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Throughout  Hew  England »  trainlag  days  offered  the  greatest  opportunity  for 
par^ielpatlon  In  outdoor  sportse  Am  the  years  passed  a  gala  spirit  eame  to 
pervade  these  perlodle  Qusterli^s  of  the  able-*bodl#d  mmn  of  the  toim.  Though 
the  same  psalns  were  sui^  before  the  eMrglses,  the  sober  decorum  of  the  days 
of  John  Cotton  was  not  so  evident  in  the  time  of  Cotton  lather.  At  the  Boston 
training  the  drill  was  generally  f olloved  by  a  great  feast  on  the  Comon* 
Those  who  did  not  tarry  too  long  at  the  taverns  competed  In  target  praetice 
for  prizes  ranging  from  a  silk  handkerehlef  to  a  silver  eup*  Froficienoy  In 
markssanshlp  was  aearcely  more  aoveted  than  superiority  In  wrestling  and 
rough^and-trable  fighting*  Running  and  jmping  aontests  teoame  sore  hilarious 
as  the  day  waned,  but  the  magistrates  were  apt  to  overlook  much  on  training 
days  whloh  they  would  not  oountenanea  on  less  favored  oooaslons.^ 

In  1738,  during  the  Fffanch  and  Indian  (Seven  ¥ears^)  War,  General  Jeffery  toherat 
and  his  amy  of  4300  pitohed  their  tents  on  the  Comon  en  route  to  Albany  and 
Hew  France  (Canada). 

Among  the  political  events  that  oeeurred  on  the  CoBmon  in  the  years  preoedlng  the 
Revolution  was  a  ca:  ^bration  of  the  repeal  of  the  Stmp  Aet  on  May  19j  1766*  It 
was  a  shoft-lived  oeiebratlon,  for  strict  revenue  acts  wre  passed  by  Farllament  in 
1768.  These  acts  were  so  strongly  objeetad  to  In  Massachusetts  that  British  troops 
had  to  be  stationed  in  Bostoni  they  encuped  on  the  Comon*  Thm  troops  were  removed 
after  the  Boscon  Hassacre  (1770)  but  returned  after  tha  Boston  Taa  Party  (1773). 
On  April  18,  1773,  British  troops  foraed  up  at  the  foot  of  the  Coraon  before  marching 
to  Laxington. 

During  tha  winter  of  1775-76,  Boston  was  held  by  tha  British  and  beslegad  by  the 
Fatrlots*  As  part  of  the  British  dafenses,  a  small  aarthwork  designed  for  infantry 
was  cons  true  tad  at  tha  northwast  cornar  of  the  toraon  and  a  small  stronghold  was 
astablishad  on  Won  Hill  (naar  presant  Charlas  Street  and  subsaquantly  cut  do%m  for 
fill).  The  artillery  had  their  antrenchmants  on  Flagstaff  Hill,  and  behind  were 
thrae  battalions  of  Infantry.  A  regular  garrison  of  1700  men  remained  encmped  on 
the  Common  to  prevent  a  landing  by  Ganaral  Gaorge  Washington  and  his  troops. 
Iventually,  however,  tha  British  evacuated  Boston,  and  tha  Goamon  thereafter  was 
secure. 

These  dapredatlons  by  tha  British  scarred  the  Oamon  and  renovad  many  of  its  traas, 
but  did  not  fimdamentally  change  Its  character.  After  tha  Revolution,  the  Comaon's 
original  usas  contlnwd,  with  recreation  gradually  taking  precedence  over  cattle 
grazing  and  military  eicerclsas.  Tha  building  of  the  Itessachusetts  State  House  in 
1795-98,  opposite  its  northaast  corner ,  contributed  to  a  general  sprucing  up, 
although  cows  continued  to  be  pastured  there  until  1830.5 
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By  1836,  whan  the  pascuta  fences  were  finally  reraovad.  malls  had  been  cue  out  along 
all  the  edges  and  across  the  Common.  The  Long  Path,  from  Joy  Street  to  the  Tramont- 
Boylston  corner,  la  tha  most  renowned,  made  famous  by  Oliver  Mendall  Holmes. 6 
Formal  landscaping  also  began  In  this  era.  Informal  sport  aetlwitles  continued 
their  sway,  however,  as  Henry  Adams  relates!  "One  of  the  commonest  boy-games  of 
winter.  Inherited  directly  from  the  eighteenth-century,  was  a  game  of  war  on  Boston 
Common*  ' 

The  Frog  Fond,  earlier  a  watering  place  for  cattle  as  well  as  a  resort  for  children 
was  bordered   with   stone   In   1824,      In  1848,    when  municipal  water  piped   from  Lake 
Cochltuate  was   first   Incroduced   to   che    city,    the   Fond   was   the    alee    of   a  great 
festival  commemorating  the  accomplishment, 8 

During  the  Civil  War,  the  Common  was  again  a  gathering  and  muaterlnfr  out  point  for 
the  militia.  It  has  retained  Its  role  as  a  public  gathering  spot  during  the  20th 
century*  & 

Since  the  1860s,  the  Common  has  been  enhanced  by  a  number  of  works  of  public  sculps 
cure,  Including  some  of  exceptional  quality,  Augustus  St.  Caudena '  Shaw  Memorial 
Is  probably  the  most  outstanding,  (These  works  are  inventoried  in  the  Description 
section  of  this  study.) 

For  a  sizable  tract  of  real  estate  in  a  thriving  city,  the  Common  has  remained 
surprisingly  undisturbed  In  its  350  years.  Ten  generations  have  used  and  enjoyed 
the  Common  and  have  been  largely  succeasful  In  protecting  It.  Public  outcry  in  the 
lagOs,  for  example,  at  a  proposal  to  route  trolley  lines  across  the  Common  to 
relieve  the  city  s  even-then  horrendous  traffic,  waa  met  by  storms  of  protest.  The 
result.  In  1895,  was  the  construction  of  toerlca'a  first  subway  (a  National  Historic 
Landmark  In  its  own  right),  which,  though  It  took  amall  portions  of  both  the  Common 
and  Public  Garden,  left  them  essentially  intact.  With  this  exception,  and  slivers 
of  the  Common  removed  for  street  widening  by  1920,  the  Common  was  largely  unscathed 
until  the  1950s.  The  under-Common  parking  garage  constructed  In  that  decade  dotted 
the  Common's  old  "parade"  with  decidedly  unhlatoric  kiosks  and  destroyed  many  trees 
along  Charles  Street, 9 

In  recent  years,  the  Friends  of  the  Public  Garden  (and  Common)  have  assumed  the  role 
of  private-sector  guardians  of  these  great  parks.  Working  with  Boston's  Parks  and 
Recreation  Department,  the  Friends  have  made  major  progress  In  rehabilitating  the 
sculpture  and  grounds. 


Footnotes 

^Much  of  this  text,  except  where  noted. 
Historic  Placea  joint  nomination  of  the 
by  Robert  Rettlg  In  1974. 


Is  derived  from  the  National  Register  of 
Boston   Common  and  Public   Garden  prepared 
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^John  Pe  McCallum  and  Charles  Pearson,  College  Faotball  U.S.A.,  1869-1973  (New 
York:     Hall  of  Fame  Publlahing  Co.,  1973),  p,  80. 

3cited  in  Walter  Muir  Whitehlll,  BoBtoni A  Topographical  History  (Cambridge,  Mass  ^ 
Harvard  Unlvaraity  Press,  1968),  p,  15. 

^John  Allen  Krout *  "Annals  of  American  Sport,"  The_  Pageant  of  Amerlea  (New  Have^^, 
Conn.:     Yale  University  Press,  1929),  15:11. 

Swhltehiilj  o£.  clt.  ,  p.  59* 

%arjorle  Drake  Rosa,  The  Book  of  Boston,  The  Victorian  Period  (New  York:  Hastings 
House,  1964),  pp,  80-81.  -- 

^Henry  Adams,  The  Education  of  Henry  Adams  (Boston:  Houghton  Mifflin,  1918),  p- 
41.  V 

Sross,  o£.  clt.  ,  pp.  81--82. 

^Henry  Lee,  "Citizens  at  Arms,"  pp.  17,  20,  22,  25,  in  The  Promenade  (Boston: 
Friends  of  the  Public  Garden,  1977). 
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Modern  view  of  Trsmont  S treat  Subway 
Kiosks  (NHL) p  from  the  Tremont  Street 
Malli  Boston  Common^     (Polly  Mather ly, 
National  Park  Service^  1975) 
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Sffsaribe  th#  present  and  original  {U  known)  physieal  appearance 


The  Public  Garden  haa  mK±mtBd  within  virtually  its  present  bounds  since  the  land 
was  definitively  dedicated  to  the  purpose  in  1859  by  a  60^1  vote  of  the  citizens  of 
Boatonj  although  a  40-foot  atrip  along  the  south  was  abiorbed  by  Boylston  Street  In 
1914  for  subway  and  street  construction. 

The  principal  feature  of  the  Public  Garden  is  a  free^form  6^acre  pond ,  crossed  near 
the  middle  by  an  iron  footbridge  and  plied  in  sucmer  by  the  pedal-powered  Swan 
Boats,  The  pond  and  the  walks  still  closely  adhere  to  the  Meaeham  plan  of  1859 *  as 
may  be  observed  by  comparing  the  historic  and  modern-day  plans  that  accompany  this 
study.  Because  of  the  botanical  and  horticultural  origins  of  the  Public  Garden, 
the  plantings  are  especially  important. 

Set  amid  the  Garden's  landscape  are  a  number  of  monuments,  particularly  statues. 
The  most  prominent  is  an  equestrian  statue  of  George  Washington,  at  the  Arlington 
Street  entrance  opposite  the  Commonwealth  Avenue  mall.  Also  important  is  J.Q.A. 
Ward's  Ether  Monument.  Surrounding  the  Public  Garden  on  three  sides  (the  Boylston 
Street  side  is  missing  because  of  the  1914  subway-straet  construction)  Is  a  handsome, 
though  deteriorating,  Victorian  cast-iron  fence.  Except  for  the  sculpture ,  the 
Garden  Is  little  changed  from  the  mld-19th  century. 

HISTORIC  FEATURES  OF  THE  PUBLIC  GARDEN* 


Granite  Basins  with  Fountains  (A)  (1861) 
By  Ibenezar  Johnson, 

Equestrian  Statue  of  George  Washington  (B)  (1869) 

The  artist  was  Thomas  Ball,  This  statue  Is  well-known  sculptor-painter  Ball's 
best^acclaimed  work, 2 

Japanesj^  Lantern  (G)  (1905) 

This  16th-century  object,  from  the  palace  of  Gen,  Toyatomi  Hedeyoshi,  was  a  gift  by 
Bunkio  Matsuki,  e 


*As  indicated  by  letters  and  numbers  on  the  accompanying  plan  of  the  Public  Garden, 
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Statue  of  Edward  EveraCt  Hale  (D)  (1913) 

The  artist  was  Bel.  L.  Pratt.    Mr.  Hale,  a  noted  preacher  and  writer,  and  author  of 
The  Han  Without  a  Country,"  was  chaplain  of  the  United  States  Senate  In  1903-09. 

Ether  Moniment  (E)  (1W67-68) 

The  Bculptor  was  JoL  i  Qulncy  Adams  Ward,  "the  sculptor-laureate'*  of  the  late  19th 
century. J  The  moniment,  an  early  example  of  Ward's  work,  was  a  gift  to  the  City  by 
Thomas  Lee  to  eoameaorate  the  early  use  of  ether  at  MaseachusettB  General  Hospital 
tn  Boston  In  October  1846.  1*  0*. 

George  Robert  white  Memorial  (F)  (1924) 

The  artist  was  Daniel  Chester  French,  "toerlca's  leading  oculptor"  (best  known  for 
the  seated  Lincoln  in  the  Lincoln  Memorial). 4  The  architect  was  Henry  Bacon.  The 
memorial  is  a  female  figure  In  bronze  casting  "bread  upon  the  waters."  George 
Robert  White  left  $5  million  In  trust  to  the  City  "for  creating  works  of  public 
utility  and  beauty  for  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  * 

Statue  of  Rev.  William  Ellery  Channlng  (G)  (1903) 

The  artist  was  Herbert  Adams  of  New  York,  and  the  statue  was  given  to  the  City  by 
John  Foster,  a  member  of  the  Arlington  Street  Church.  Mr.  Foster  directed  that  the 
statue  be  placed  in  the  Garden  across  from  the  church  because  Channlng,  the  "Father 
of  American  UnltariaBlsm,"  had  been  the  pastor  of  the  Federal  Street  Church  the 
predecessor  of  the  Arlington  Street  Church. 

Statue  of  Charles  Siflmer  (H)  (1878) 


Thomas  Ball  also  sculpted  this  statue.  Long-time  U.S.  Senator  Sumner  was  a  champion 
of  emancipation  and  a  supporter  of  Horace  Mann's  efforts  to  Improve  public  education 
in  Massachusetts. 


Statue  of  Koseluszko  (I)  (1927) 

The  artist  was  Mrs.  T.A.R.  Mtson.    Thaddeus  Roscluszko  was  born  in  Poland  In  1746 
He  joined  the  United  States  Army  In  1776,  and  General  Washington  made  him  a  colonel 
and  his  adjutant  in  the  American  War  "for  Independence. 

Statue  of  Thomas  Cass  (J)  (1899) 

The  artist  was  Richard  1.  Brooks.  Cass  organized  a  regiment  of  Irish  volunteers 
and  was  colonel  o£  the  9th  Massachusetts  Infantry,  the  "Fighting  Ninth,"  during  the 
Civil  Wari  he  died  at  Malvern  Hill,  Virginia,  on  July  1,  1862. 
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Kem  numter 


Statue  of  Wendell  Phillips  (K)  (1915) 

The  artist   was  Daniel    Chestar  French*  Phillips   was  a  f©llower  of   William  Lloyd 

Garrison  In  the  antl-alavsry  movement*  After  the  Civil  War  he  aided  prohlbltlonj 

women's  suffrage »  and  various  penal  and  administrative  reforms. 

Flagpole  (L)  (1922) 

Set  in  a  bronie  base  designed  by  A>E>  Austin* 
Iron  Fenca  (1865) 

Restored  according  to  the  original  design  In  1978* 
Bridge  (1869) 

This  structure  Is  of  stone  and  iron* 
Swan  Boats 


Designed  h4 
oldest  in  > 

Fountains 


,rt  Paget  in  1877 j  they  are  sf  .1  operated  by  the  Paget  family.  The 
es  from  1918*5 


The  20th-cencury  fountains  are  by  Anna  ieman  Laddj  Bashka  Paeff ,  and  Mary  E* 
Hoore* 

NOTABLE  TREES  IN  THE  PUBLIC  GATOIN  ^ 


1. 

American  Beech 

2* 

European  Beech 

3* 

Pyramidal  Beech 

4. 

Rivers'  Purple  Beech 

5, 

Weeping  European  Beech 

6. 

European  White  Birch 

7* 

Western  Catalpa 

8^ 

Kwan^an  Cherry 

9* 

Kentucky  Coffee 

10. 

Tea  Crabapple 

lU 

Pink  Dogwood 

12* 

toerlcan  Elm 

13, 

Belgian  Elm 

14* 

Camperdown  Elm 

15* 

English  Elm 

16* 

Rock  Elm 

17* 

Scotch  or  Wych  Elm 

18, 

Thurlow  Weeping  Willow 

19* 

Maidenhair  Tree 

20. 

Sentry  Ginkgo 

21. 

Goldenchaln  Tree 

22* 

Goldenraln  Tree 

23. 

Sweetgi^ 

24* 

Common  Horsechestnut 

25. 

Katsura  Tree 

26* 

Japanese  Larch 

27* 

tour  Maackia 

28* 

Saucer  Magnolia 

29. 

Silver  Maple 

30. 

Norway  Maple 
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31. 
33. 
35, 
37, 
39, 


Red  Maple 

Pagoda  Tree 

Van  Geert  Poplar 

GlanC  Sequoia 

Wlgconsin  Weeping  Willow 


32 .  Bur  or  Mosaycup  oak 

34.  Weeping  Pagoda  Tree 

36 .  Dawn  Redwood 

38.  Yellow  Wood 

40,  Redstem  White  Willow 


CONDITIONS 


I^nt^rnnfP^^^^l*^"^^  ^""^  '^"^^  ^^^^  Suffered  from  environ- 

PMteLion  ^  conalderable  proireas  haa   been  made   in  their  treatment  and 


F^ootnotes 

iThls  deBcrlptlon,  except  as  noted,  haa  been  adapted  and  edited  from  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places  joint  nomination  of  the  Boston  Common  and  Public  Garden 
prapared  by  Robert  Rettlg  in  1974. 

2"ThoBas  Ball,"  p.  25,  in  George  C.  Groce  and  David  H.  Wallace,  Th«  New-York 
HiBtorlcal  Soclecy's  Dictionary  of  Artists  In  America.  1564-1660  (New  Haven i  Yale 
University  Press,  1957).   ~~ — ~— — -— —  v=".  laxe 

3" John  Quincy  Adams  Ward,"  p.  661,  In  ibid. 

oI'the'l5bllc"Sr^^^r  '"^^  S-^E£1-5M  (Boston,  friends 

'Jim^rdill  »Sl)!1i1n^t^vriSlet:^"=*^"""'"  °' 


S98 


445 


8,  Signifieanee 


prehiitoric 

.    1 400^1 4Si 

.  1?D0-179i 


Atmmm  ef  SIf  fiifi&ana^-^ti#eli  And  jusllfif  bslaw 


irchtel&gif'pfehistoric 
arehealogy-hiitorio 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 

commerce 
communieetldns 


community  planning 
cenaervation 
.  ecpnomica 
education 
engineering 
eiplQratiQn  seHlerfient 
indyatry 
invention 


landscape  architecture 
law 

literature 

military 

music 

philosophy 

politics,  governfti^nt 


Specific  Mlu    1839;  1SS9 


Byilder  Arehlteet  John  Cadnass,-  Georfe^  V, 


rtligion 
science 
.  .  sculplure 
social' 

humanitarian 
theater 
- --  -  tranapartation 
other  (specify) 

CbocaniQal  far dan) 


StatsiMfii  of  SisnlflcBiie*  f In  mm  paragrsptil 

Sumary^ 

The  PubldLa  Garden  was  cha  firac  public  bpcanlaai  gardan  in  the  United  Scaces«  Over 
Che  years,  ±t  has  baeome  a  showplaee  for  Important  sculpCure.  And  It  is  known  far 
and  wide  for  f:he  Swan  Boats  that  ply  Its  pond*    As  Walter  Hulr  Whltehlll  has  noted: 

the  munielpal  gardeners  have  been  both  earaful  in  their  work  and  eonsarva^ 
tive  in  thair  tastes^  so  that  the  Fublie  Gardan -s  gaudily  brilliant  flowar 
beds  J  like  its  swan  boats  ^  Irrasistibly  recall  a  Franeh  park  of  the  Second 
Empires  1 

History 

West  of  tha  Boston  Gommon  until  cha  lS30s  were  marshlands^  tha  naarar  parts  of 
^ich  were  granted  by  tha  town  to  ropamakers  in  1794«  This  ropawalk  pro  party  was 
repurchased  by  tha  City  in  1824  and  reserved  for  public  usaj  although  debate  ragad 
for  32  years  over  title  to  the  property ,  what  tha  bounds  of  the  area  should  ba^  and 
eMctly  to  what  purposas  it  should  be  put^^ 

In  1839  the  City  granted  a  groyp  of  17  hortlculturalists,  headed  by  Horace  Gray, 
permission  to  establish  a  botanie  gardati  on  this  land.  Gray,,  who  had  a  collaction 
of  camellias  and  various  variatias  of  hothousa  grapas,  anvislonad  on  the  site  a 
botanie  gardan  similar  to  thosa  In  European  eitlas*  Gray  and  his  group  Importad  an 
English  landscapa  gardaner,  John  Gadness,  to  suparvisa  the  work  of  ornamenting  tha 
grounds ■ 

The  group  built  a  greenhouse  and  sat  out  various  ornamental  trees  and  plants ■  A 
large  circus  building ^  just  north  of  Beacon  Street  and  west  of  Charles  Street^  was 
converted  into  a  conservatory  for  plants  and  birds  and  was  a  great  attraction  until 
fire  destroyed  it.^ 

The  Botanic  Garden  formed  the  nueleus  of  the  present  Publie  Garden^  but  the  effort 
was  hampered  by  the  Back  Bay  landfill  projects  under  way  in  the  area  Just  to  the 
west.  Financial  reverses  caused  cha  group  to  return  the  Garden  to  the  City*  Ho 
traee  of  the  Cadness  garden  ramains. 

During  the  ISiOs^  the  Garden  was  finally  landscapadj  according  to  a  design  by 
George  V.  Heaeham  in  ia59»  By  1880,  there  were  1500  trees  and  90,000  bedding 
plants The    Swan    Boats,    designad    by    Robert   Paget,    began    operation   in  1877* 
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Cotitinuatteii 

They  SM 


boats  Chat  utilize  bleycls  propuleiDn  prlnclplM*  Thay"  wera 
Inspired  by  the  "Schwanhoot"  in  Wagner's  Lohsngrin^  ^e  oldest  in  servlM 
dates  frDm  1918,  the  newest  froin  1958.  Adm.  Richard  Byrd  was  a  partleularly 
avid  passenger.      Shirley  Temple   drew  quite  a  crowd  in   1938  on  her  first  ride*S 

Beginning  id,th  fountains  In  1861,  the  Garden  became  a  showplace  for  public  sculpture 
(inventoried  in  the  Description  section  of  this  study),  including  works  by  Thomas 
Ball,  Daniel  Chester  French,  and  John  Quiney  Adams  Ward.  It  also  still  eontains  an 
excellent  collection  of  trees  (also  inventoried  in  the  Description)* 


Footnotes 

^Walter  Muir  Whitehill,  Boston:  A  Topographical  History  (Cambridge.  Mass. i  Harvard 
University  Press,  1968),  p.  156*  ""^  ^ 

^Ibid.  ,  p*  98,  142'-145,  156. 

3rbld. ,  pp.  144-145, 

^"The  Public  Garden,  Boston,  Massachusetts"  (Friends  of  the  Public  Garden,  1985) 
unpaginated  leaflet.  ' 

Spaul  Paget,  "The  Story  of  the  Swan  Boats,"  pp.  5,  6,  In  The  Promenade  (Boston i 
Friends  of  the  Public  Garden,  1977).  — 
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iQm  Cleegraphieal  Data 


ef  nemlrwM  ^eparty   24 


QuadransM  nanM  losteniLSauth  Quadrangle  seala  — liZ4jSJ^ 

UTMMfirtnMa 

A|1.9|  |3|2.9|5.2.0|    i4,s|9.l|ipp|  °^pi  bbobeoi    b  6  b  0  b  6  0  i 

Zora     iatting  Nc^iltiinfi  Zon#  Easting  Northing 
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V^ftal  tayntery  tfsBeriptlM  svttf  Justlfleatlefi 

The  plot  bounded  hy  lMc©n  Street  en  the  north,  Charles  Street  ©n  the  east,  Boylaton  street 
on  the  south,  ud  Mllngton  Street  on  the  west* 


List  all  slates  ami  cayfitlee  fer  prepertles  overlappliig  state  er  ^eyntsf  boundaries 

sMt  o@ds  eounty  aode 

code  county  eode 


1 1 ,  Form  Prepared  By 


natfiMHIS  Janiei       cherleton,  Hletorian 


Qf^nliatten    History  Division,  National  Park  Bervige    Mm  November  1985 

SOW  A  nymbsf  IIQQ  L  Street^  NW;    lelephdne       (202)  343-8165   

fS^yjf^"  Washing^  ton  _   ^nnTa-fi^'?   

1  gs  State  Histerie  Preservation  OWIcer  Oertiflcation 

TtM  svatusted  slgniflean^  of  this  property  within  the  state  Is: 

 nstlonsl   ^  state  _^  local  

As  the  deslgnstsd  Stste  Historle  Prestfvatlon  Officer  for  the  National  Kistoric  Rreservatldn  Act  of  19$S  (Public  Law  8i- 
iSS)«  I  hereHy  nofnifiate  this  property  for  Inclusion  In  the  Natlensl  Rsglster  and  oamfy  that  it  has  been  evaluattd 
a^^ing  to  the  criteria  and  procures  set  forth  hy  the  Nstlona!  Park  Servios. 

Slats  Historlo  Preservation  Off iosr  signstyrs  _ 


litis  date 

For  HPS  ysaon^ 

I  hsfs^  ^rttfy  that  this  ^operty  is  inclyded  In  the  Nstional  Rsglster 


date 
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NPS  Fsnri  IS^iOQ 


National  Historic  Landmark  Nomination 
Thmm  IX.  D.  (Recreation) 
United  States  Department  off  the  Interior 
National  Park  Sdrviee 

National  Register  of  Historic  Places 
Inventory^Nomination  Form 

Sea  instrugtions  in  How  to  CQmpimtB  Nstlonat  RegMmr  Forms 
Type  all  entrjas^ — complete  applieabfe  seetlons 


owi  Ho.  im»ddia 


Fer  NPS  u&o  only 
re^ivad 
data  antarad 


1.  Name 

historic             Adnlnlstratlon  ftiildiria,  Goldm  Gate 

International  EKpositlon 

and  or  common     Administration  Building  (Building  1) 

Treasure  Island  Naval  Station 

2.  Location 

street  &  number    U.S.  Naval  Station  Iteasura  Island 

 not  for  publleatlon 

city,  town            San  Francisco  = —  vlotnity  of 

itete          California                code  county 

San  Francisco  eode 

3.  Classification 

Qat#gory 

Dwadrship 

Status 

Prassnt  Use 

district 

— _-X  public 

-X  -  oocupied 

^ — .  agriculture 

^  mussum 

Ji^_  bulldlngCs) 

^  private 

  ynoccypted 

.  eommercial 

 park 

^  structure 

 both 

=  work  in  progress 

educational 

--  -  private  residence 

 site 

Publie  Acquisitipn 

Aoo#salbltt 

-  -  -  entertainment 

^  religious 

 =  Qbject 

in  process 

>^   yes:  reitrlcted 

 ^  government 

^  scientific 

 being  considered 

^  ymmi  unrestricted 

 .  industrial 

.  transpoHatlon 

 .  no 

X  -  military 

.  othtri 

4.  Owner  of  ProF 

lerty 

name               q     Nmry ^   Nmry  Piihlin  I^=rks  r^nr^i-^    Rart  F™rir1  srn 

Street  &  number     p  q  24003 

city,  town  Oaklmd 

_  vicinity  of                             itste     California  94623 

5.  Location  of  Li 

igal  Description 

oourthoustt  registry  of  deeds,  etc. 

Rficordar'  s  Office 

street  ^  number 

RDOcn  167,  City  Hall 

city,  town 

Sm  i^ancisco                                   gtate   California  94105 

6.  Representation  in  Existing  Surveys 

"Traasure  Islmd  Cultura 
title  Report** 

X  Resources 

has  this  property  been  determined  eligible?   yes   no 

date  1982 

^  federal    .  state    .—  county   ^  local 

depositary  for  sjirvey  records   U.S.  Na^  Pufalic  fcrks  Cmter ,  San  Francisco 


city,  town 


Oakland 


~  3o3 


gtate    Califomma  94623 
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7,  Pesgription 


0efidlelM  ChmQk  mm  CheeEi  one 

•leeliant              deteriorated  ^ .  unaltered         X  original  site 

gcH^  ^ —  fulna  altered  _  .  moved  date 

Wr   uneiposed 


iHte  the  pr«Mnt  and  srisinal  (iff  linown|  physical  appearand* 

Sumary 

the  three  prinelpal  structures  remaining  frra  the  Golden  Gate  International 
acpositien  are  the  permanent  ones  ereeted  at  the  south  end  of  Treasure  Island 
at  the  time  of  the  escposltlon.  They  were  designed  to  serve  as  the  permanent 
airport  for  the  elty  of  San  Franciseo  and  were  built  in  disable  materials  and 
in  a  functional  style. 

iKcept  for  the  Administration  Building,  the  remaining  structures  do  not  firmly 
reflect  the  dominant  "Paeific  Basin"  architectwal  theme  of  the  exposition. 
These  buildings  are  the  Administration  Building  (Building  1),  an  Art  Deco 
structure  which  served  as  the  fair's  Administration  Building  and  was  intended 
to  be  the  airport  terminal  afterwardi  and  two  hangars,  the  present  Reserve 
Gaining  Building  (Building  2),  the  Hall  of  'ftansportatlen  in  1939-40^  and  the 
Public  Works  Shops  (Building  3),  the  former  Palace  of  Fine  and  Decorative  ^ts 
The  first  two  were  completed  in  1938;  the  last  In  1939. 

The  only  other  remains  of  the  eKpositlon  on  Iteasure  Island  are  two  fragments 
of  buildings,  a  small  service  structure,  the  island  Itself,  traces  of  the 
exposition's  street  pattern  and  landscaping,  and  a  hybrid  statuary-fountain 
group  ©f  some  note  that  combines  elements  of  two  fountains  of  the  eKpositlon 
era  * 

Only  the  Administration  Building  is  proposed  for  National  Historic  Landmark 
designation  at  this  time.  It  alone  retains  a  sufficient  measure  of  historic 
integr-,ty  and  continuity  of  use  to  Justify  nomination.  It  also  Is  executed  in 
a  style  relatively  characteristic  of  the  exposition.  The  two  hangar  structures 
did  not  fulfill  their  Intended  use  after  the  exposition  and  are  not  in  its 
distinguishing  style.  Alterations  to  them  also  suggest  that  they  be  excluded. 
Tha  proposed  boundary  has  been  drawn  to  reflect  this  recomendation. 

Full  assessment  of  the  possible  historical  significance  of  the  Navy-era  facil- 
ities at  Treasure  Island  must  await  a  full  Inventory  of  them  and  an  evaluation 
against  similar  properties  elsewhere.  I^easiffe  Island's  role  In  World  War  II 
in  the  Pacific  Theater  was  as  a  training  facilityi  no  structures  other  than 
those  inventoried  in  this  nomination  predate  1941, 

Plan  of  the  Golden  Gate  International  Exg/ sition  on  ft^easure  Island 

The  site  was  planned  with  two  principal  axes,  one  running  north-south  and  the 
other  east-west*  These  two  axes  intersected  at  a  large  central  coifft  that 
featured  the  Exposition  Tower.  The  main  buildings  were  tied  together  by  plain 
relatively  low,  solid  walls,  □paced  on  either  side  of  the  two  axes  to  create 
protected  areas  for  a  succession  of  garden  courts  and  outdoor  recreational  and 
pleas^e  areas.    The  eKhlbitlon  areas  outside  of  the  nucleus  were  surrounded  by 
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Cantinuatlon  whmX 


Item  numb^ 


7 


2 


wids  ErM-^llnad  roads  that  gave  accus  to  the  grounds.  At  the  aouth  end  of  the 
Island,  a  lagoon  was  developed  between  Treasure  Island  and  Yerba  Buena  Islandi 
here  the  Pan-American  "clipper"  seaplanes  took  off  and  landed.  The  north  end 
of  the  Island  was  occupied  by  large  parking  lots.  (Fleaae  refer  to  the  plan  of 
the  Golden   Gate   Int^natlonal   EKposltion   that   accompanlea  this  nomination.) 

Adminiatration  Building  (Building  1) 

During  the  exposition,  the  Administration  Building  housed  the  administrative 
offiees,  the  post  office ^  emergency  hospital,  an  information  desk^  and  other 
facilities #  It  now  eontsins  the  base  headquarters  and  (since  1975)  the  Navy^ 
Marine  Corps-Coast  Guard  Musew«l 

A  horseshoe- shaped,  reinforced  eoncrete  building  with  flat  roofs,  the  Atoinls-^ 
tration  Building  consists  of  a  etffving  central  block  the  equivalent  of  four 
stories  in  height |  this  central  block  is  11  bays  wide  and  rises  above  two 
flanking  curved  wings  of  two  stories.  The  back  portion  of  the  central  block  is 
higher  than  the  fronts  creating  a  stepped  effect.  The  three  central  bays  are 
surmounted  by  an  octagonal  control  cower.  A  bank  of  11  entrances ,  at  street 
level,  corresponds  to  windows  on  the  upper  levels.  The  entrances  are  sheltered 
by  a  concrete  canopy  which  projects  over  the  sidewalk. 

The  curving  wings  are  each  eight  bays  with  windows  in  each  bay  on  both  the  upper 
and  lowrr  floors.  The  end  corners  of  the  wings  feature  slightly  projecting 
corn^  piersc  On  the  end  walls  of  the  wings,  the  two  center  bays  are  fenestrated 
with  tall  windows. 

A  modified  cornice  in  the  form  of  a  band  of  four  grooves  runs  along  the  top  c^f 
all  the  structure's  walls*  On  the  back  of  the  building  a  band  of  windows 
across  the  base  is  set  out  from  the  main  mass  and  topped  with  a  walkway  guarded 
by  a  metal  railing. 

The  central  block's  principal  interior  space  is  a  vast  curved  room  rising  the 
equivalent  of  three  stories.  Scored  piers  along  the  balcony's  edge  define  the 
bays  toward  the  room's  front.  A  balcony  or  meiianlne  runs  along  the  front, 
although  portions  of  the  mezzanine  space  have  been  enclosed  to  provide  office 
space j  limiting  traffic  to  the  balcony's  inner  side.  The  bays  below  have  also 
been  filled  in  with  traporary  offices  exeept  at  the  end  entrances.  Where  the 
walls  of  the  rest  of  the  main  space  meet  the  ceiling  there  is  a  cornice  with 
dentils.    The  ceiling  features  shallow  panels. 

The  architectural  integrity  of  the  Administration  Building  Is  high.  Its  exte- 
rior and  principal  interior  spaces  remain  virtually  unchanged,  except  for  the 
temporary  offices  inserted  in  the  central  block.  Changes  to  the  office  spaces 
in  the  wings  have  only  slightly  affected  the  architectural  Integrity  of  the 
building. 
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The  QO%x£tjmTd  of  £h#  Acbilnlstration  Building,  which  was  landacapad  in  1939-40* 
is  now  a  poking  lot*  The  time  capsule  from  the  exposition's  groundbreaking 
eeremony  lias  burled  aomawhere  beneath  the  eon^ate« 


The  Ees^va  paining  Building  (Building  2)  (Hall  of  TIfansportaCion)  and  Public 
Works  Shops  (Building  3)CPalace  of  Fine  and  Decorative  tots)  arc  two  very  alm- 
ilar  large  acructwes  Intended  for  uae  as  airplane  hangars  after  the  planned 
eonversion  of  Iteasi^e  Island  into  an  aviation  field  foilowing  the  oloslng  of 
the  exposition.  Both  are  poised^in^plaoe  concrete  struetures  with  triangulated 
steal  trusses  supporting  bowed  roofs.  The  foiff  corners  of  each  arc  buttressed 
by  massive  square  piers  that  taper  upwards  and  are  set  baek  at  their  topsi 
seconduy  buttresses  project  at  the  topSp  disappearing  into  the  walls  at  their 
bases #  In  the  side  walls,  ^oj acting  pi^s  divide  the  groups  of  tall  windows, 
grouped  in  threes |  secondwy  piers  or  mulllons  rise  from  the  window  bases  to 
the  edge  of  the  roofs.  Originally,  the  end  walls  had  openings  across  their 
lower  halves  for  airplane  access. 

The  Hall  of  Transportation  displayed  the  "China  clippers"  and  contained  exhibits 
explaining  their  construction  and  operation «  The  exhibit  was  very  popular, 
capitalising  on  the  int^est  in  air  travel  to  the  Far  East  that  had  been  ini- 
tiated by  Fan-Am  only  In  193S* 

The  former  Palace  of  Fine  and  Decorative  Arts,  the  site  of  the  major  exhibitions 
of  borrowed  art  during  the  Golden  Gate  International  Exposition,  retains  no 
decorative  features  of  ps^rticular  note«  The  principal  entranceway,  on  the 
west  side  of  the  building.  Is  set  in  a  concave  section  slightly  projecting  from 
the  wall#  Its  scallopped  form  is  undecorated.  Its  lower  part  has  seven  pairs 
of  double  wooden  doors  with  glass  panels  divided  by  concrete  piers.  A  concrete 
canopy  projects  from  the  wall  above  the  doora. 

The  replacment  of  the  original  Iwngar  doors  by  eKterlw  walls  has  somewhat 
compromised  the  architectwal  integrity  of  both  buildings,  as  have  2-story 
additions  to  their  west  ends*     Their  original  structwal  shells,  however,  are 


The  Atoinistration  Building  (Building  7)  (1938)  is  an  L-sl^ped  building  that  is 
a  fragment  of  the  archltectifl'ally  notable  Federal  Building,  most  of  which  was 
demolished  after  the  fair  closed.  The  portion  remaining,  now  used  as  offices, 
is  an  architecturally  insignificant  fraction  of  the  original  complex  ttat  has 
also  been  altered. 


Othy  Exposition  Buildings 


intact • 
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Fountain  and_S_tatMi:y  Rmains  (1939) 

The  main  fountain  (Foimtaln  of  Che  Western  Wat^s)  In  thm  Gotst  of  Faelflea  mm 
destroyed »  Ite  sactlng  remains,  along  with  Its  ouCer  ring  of  large  scatUMp 
which  Include  a  modern  toerlean  woman  and  an  Indian  woman ^  by  Carl  Qeorgei  two 
statues  of  Inean  Indians,  by  Sargent  Johnsoni  a  Polynesian  ^oup  of  two  statues , 
by  Brents  Carltoni  and  tm  statues  of  Orientals  p  by  Jaoques  Schul^. 

These  pairs  of  statues  surround  stmllow  flights  of  steps  that  lead  to  an  Inner 
circle  with  walks  and  seetlons  of  lavn#  Radial  paths  eonverge  on  a  oentral 
round  elsnent  that  has  a  tiled  coping*  Within  It  has  been  placed  the  Paelflc 
Basin  Fountalnp  whleh  was,  at  the  time  of  the  exposition.  Inside  the  sain 
building  of  the  Court  of  Paclfleai  this  fountain  now  rests  on  the  site  of  the 
Fountain  of  Western  Waters.  The  pool  has  a  concrete  relief  map  of  the  Pacific 
Basin,  whleh  form^ly  had  four  water  Jets  set  In  four  whales  In  the  center. 
Spaced  around  the  Inn^  circle  are  statues  that  werep  along  with  those  on  Che 
outer  clrele,  part  of  the  Fountain  of  the  Western  Waters  complex.  They  are  an« 
Maskan  boy  spearing  fish,  an  Merloan  woman,  and  a  Hexlean  boyp  by  Ruth  ^av^th  ^ 
Wakefield;  three  statues  composing  a  South  teerlcan  group,  by  Cecilia  Bancroft 
Grahami  and  two  of  a  group  of  three  statues,  by  Helen  Elisabeth  Phillips «^  The 
four  statues  that  were  directly  attached  to  the  Fountain  of  the  Western  Waters 
are  missing. 

Some  sentiment  has  been  advanced  to  rraove  this  hybrid  foimtaln  and  sculpt  we 
group  from  Its  present  location,  where  It  Is  subject  to  vandalism,  to  the  former 
courtyard  of  the  Administration  Building. 


Footnotes 

1  The  physical  description  of  the  mains  of  the  Ml  den  Gate  Int^  national 
Exposition  has  been  freely  adapted  and  edited  from  that  appearing  In  Sally 
B.  Woodbrldgep  "It'easure  Island  Cultwal  Reso^ce  Mport,"  prepared  for  the 
U.S.  Navy  Public  Works  Cent^ ,  San  Franclsra  Bay»  Oakland,  California ,  1982 • 
10pp.  (Unpublished.)  The  report  was  coifroborated  by  on-site  Inspection  of 
the  facilities  during  a  tow  of  the  Island  on  Itey  10,  1984. 
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The  Golden  Gate  InCernaClonal  Ixposlclon  ( 1939-40} «  on  nmmsiiim  Island  In  San 
FranclSQO  Harbor »  was  one  of  the  two  great  world's  iralrs  held  In  the  United 
States  on  the  eve  of  World  War  11,  the  other  being  the  New  York  World's  Fair. 
The  Golden  Gate  Internacional  &£posltlon  presented  a  portrait  of  toerlea  vastly 
different  than  that  In  New  York# 

Just  as  the  stated  thrae  of  the  fair,  "celebrating  and  dramatizing  the  onward 
march  of  civilization  through  the  Vest,"  contrasts  with  New  York's  theme»  "The 
World  of  Tomorrow,"  the  predominant  archltectwal  theme  and  style  of  the  Treasure 
Island  fair  were  radleally  different «  Treasure  Island  adopted  what  Its  archi^ 
cects  termed  a  "Pacific  Basin  motif"  that  rather  closely  reflected  anelent 
Hayan,  Incan,  Malayan,  and  Cambodian  archltecti^e*  Some  wlters  have  discerned 
a  lofty  internationalist  vision  In  this  style  or  -  found  the  fair  notable  for 
Che  architecture  of  particular  structures .1  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  this 
dismier  view  of  the  eKposltion  to  consld^i 

As  a  harbinger  of  style,  the  ^position  had  totally  failed.  It  left  no 
permanent  monuments  ^  no  Eiffel  Tow^,  no  Prater  Ferris  Whee?  ^  no  Palace 
of  Finii  tets.  It  set  no  artistic  or  architectural  trends*  The  times  were 
against  It;  nobody  was  building  or  designing  anything  but  military  camps. 
The  very  concept  of  a  Pacific  Basin  style  began  to  sound  like  an  Ironic 
mockery.  The  Pacific  Basin  was  not  a  cultural  unity  ^  It  was  a  theater 
of  war.  The  world  was  too  distracted  to  support  a  bright  new  bubble  of 
creative  energy »  If  this  generation  was  to  make  a  mark  on  history,  it 
would  have  to  do  so  in  another  my,  by  fighting  a  war  we  had  been  hoping 
to  avoid. ^ 

Treasure  Island  did  leave  some  minor  Innovations  as  its  heritage ^  legacies  that 
seem  more  ridiculous  than  sublimes  the  tellfornla  fashion  for  planting  front 
yards  in  carpets  of  flowers,  the  one-piece  strapless  bathing  suit  for  women, 
and  the  waxed  paper  milk  carton.  It  did  not,  on  the  other  hand,  leave  the  city 
of  San  Francisco  the  airport  it  had  promised, 3 

Treasure  Island  received  mixed  reviews  from  its  contemporaries  as  well.  The 
image  formally  projected  by  the  fairbullders  and  boosters  clashed  dramatically 
with  those  ei^raced  by  critics  and  the  public.  Richard  Relnhardt,  a  youth  in 
the  late  1930s,  has  wrltteni  "Small  ifonder  that  the  promise  of  visiting  an 
island  crowded  with  art  musetms,  theaters  and  Ferris  wheels  inflamed  our 
dreams,"^  Eugen  Neuhaus,  a  Bay  area  art  historian  and  critic  swept  up  in  the 
local  enthusiasm,  was  entranced  by  the  prospect  of   ".    •    .an  opportunity  to 
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orMts  a  whole  new  alty,  CoCally  devoted  to  cultufe  and  antercalmenc »  free  of 
all  the  arahlteatmral  blemishes  of  ordinary  urban  real  estate ."S  Tiaea 
meanwhile,  panned  the  Fair  with  m  statCTent  tlwt  It  was  "an  exotle  eh@w-^ehow^£ 
the  ageleea  East  and  the  American  West."^  It  uy  be  difficult  to  dlse^n^ 
however,  wheth^  this  staCCTent  merely  reflected  an  Eastern  bias* 


The  notion  of  a  world's  fair  to  accompany  the  opening  of  San  Francisco's  great 
bridges,  the  Golden  Gate  and  the  Oakland  tay  Bridge,  was  advanced  In  a  letter 
to  the  editor  of  the  San  Franelseo  News  In  1933  The  Idea  appears  to  have 
oecurred  almost  slmultaneouely  to  a  nunber  of  people  In  the  San  ^anclsco  area 
because  the  city  councils  and  chafers  of  comer ce  In  northern  California  rap^ 
Idly  en^raced  the  idea«  Like  nearly  all  others,  the  fair  would  Include  elements 
of  local  self ^promotion. 

The  San  Francisco  Chai^er  of  Conmerce  soon  comlssloned  a  study  of  possible 
sites.  Mter  reviewing  several  locations,  George  W.  Kelham  and  W.  F.  Day,  the 
architects  who  performed  the  study,  recommended  the  large  shoal  Just  north  of 
Yerba  Buena  Island.  The  land  would,  of  course,  have  to  be  claimed  fTcm  the 
San  Francisco  Bay«  This  was  the  same  location  that  had  been  reeomended  to  the 
city's  Jaycees  sev^al  years  earlier  as  the  site  for  the  city's  principal 
airport.  The  two  causes  were  soon  Joined,  with  the  notion  that,  after  service 
to  the  planned  mposltlon,  the  new  Island  would  become  the  city's  p^manent 
airport. 

A  dlstinguiahed  public  corporation  was  organli^ed  to  plan  the  fair  and  the  alr^ 
port.  Its  president,  Leland  Cutler,  a  prominent  civic  activist  and  insurance 
executive,  Journeyed  to  Washington  and  secured  the  promise  of  substantial 
Federal  support  if  the  exposition  company  would  raise  matching  funds.  Even^- 
tually,  the  War  Department  tteough  the  Army  Corps  of  Englne^s,  which  built  the 
island;  the  Fubllc  Utilities  Comission  of  San  Francisco |  the  Public  Works 
Administration,  a  Federal  agency |  and  the  Kavyi  as  well  as  the  exposition 
corporation^  all  played  roles. 

The  400^acre  island  rose  from  the  Bay  between  March  1936  and  the  fall  of  1937. 
It  was  a  major  project  of  civil  construction.  First,  a  lagoon  was  formed, 
using  237,000  tons  of  boulders.  Mt^ial  dredged  from  the  Bay  was  then  used  to 
build  the  island  up  frra  the  shoals.  I^easwe  Island,  a  nickname  that  stuck, 
was  affixed  by  a  local  publicist,  who  capitalized  on  Robert  Louis  Stevenson's 
novel  and  his  brief  residence  in  San  Francisco.  The  "pirate"  theme  thus  Invoked 
played  a  large  role  in  the  fair's  publicity .8 


History 
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The  arahltect  In  charge  of  planning  for  the  aKposltlon  was  George  Kelham,  who 
had  headed  the  arehiteet^al  board  of  the  Psnaaa-Paelf ic  International  Bxpoei^ 
tion  in  San  Pranelsco  in  1915.  At  his  death  in  1937,  tothur  Brown,  Jr.  the 
designer  of  the  San  Francisco  City  Hall,  took  over.  Other  ian  It^anelsco  archl- 
teets,  including  Lewis  p.  Hobart,  William  G.  Merchant,  Timothy  L.  Pflueger,  and 
Ernest  E,  Welhe,  also  partleipated .  The  key  roles  played  by  figures  who  had 
designed  elements  of  the  1915  fair  led  Mny  to  make  overt  comparlgr.as  between 
the  two  expositions. 9 

The  eclectic  Pacific  Basin  style  dominated  many  of  the  Measure  Island  struc- 
tures, such  as  George  Kelham's  posthraously  constructed  400-foot  "Tower  of  the 
Sun,"  Lewis  Hobart 's  "Court  of  Flowers,"  and  Donald  Macky'a  "Elephant  Towers.** 
The  theme  also  carried  over  Into  much  of  the  exposition's  statuary  and  mural 
art.  The  structures  praised  by  architectural  critics,  however,  were  ones  that 
deviated  from  the  theme,  namely  William  L.  Wurster's  Yerba  Buena  Club,  Timothy 
Pflueger^s  Federal  Colonnade,  and  William  C.  Merchant's  cruciform  Pacific 
House. Other  buildings  showed  "streamline  moderne"  characteristics.  There 
were  also  some  attention-getting  archltecttffal  oddities,  such  as  the  National 
Cash  Register  Company's  building  (in  tha  shape  of  a  cash  register) iX  and  a 
restaurant  specializing  in  fried  chicken  (built  in  the  form  of  a  giant  chicken) * 

The  Island  was  embellished  not  only  with  buildings  in  exotic  styles,  but  also 
featured  lavish  floral  displays  and  4,000  "Imported"  trees-  $1.8  million  In  WPA 
money  was  allotted  to  the  flowers  alone.  The  most  spectacular  of  these  displays 
covered  25  acres  on  the  west  side  of  the  Island.  Dubbed  the  "Persian  Prayer 
Rug"  or  the  "Magic  Carpet,"  it  included  a  million  succulent  Ice  plants|  this 
display  set  an  enduring  style  In  California  garden  archltectitte.12 

Treasure  Island  also  became  justly  celebrated  for  Its  lighting  displays.  These 
were  carried  out  with  a  Holl^ood  flair  that  made  nights  in  the  island's  "Haglc 
City"  a  spectacular  visual  experience.  Ultraviolet  "black  lights,"  blue  spot- 
lights, and  pink   fluorescent   bulbii  provided  just  a  few   of  the  many  hues, 13 

The  Golden  Gate  International  iKposltion  opened  February  18,  1939,  the  same 
date  as  the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  In  San  Francisco  in  1915  and  greeted 
130,000  visitors  its  first  day,  a  turnout  that  was  below  projections.  Despite 
this  shortfall,  the  fair  was  still  a  substantial  attraction,  in  the  pattern 
of  other  expositions,  the  Golden  Gate  featured  entertainment,  pageantry  and 
celebrities  of  all  types Edgar  Bergen  talked  with  Charlie  McCarthyi  Eddie 
Cantor  guessed  weights,  with  the  regular  welght-guesser  at  the  "Guess-Your- 
Weight"  booth  supplying  the  answers  to  him  in  Ylddlshi  Gertrude  I^wrence  helped 
in  a  ceremonial  planting*  Bing  Crosby  sang  for  60,000  In  the  Temple  Compoundi 
other  musical  entertainment  was  equally  diversei  Eddie  Duchln,  Kay  Kyser,  Duke 
Ellington,  Benny  Goodman,  and  Count  Basle*  Two  extravagant  pageants,  dubbed 
Cavalcade  of  the  Golden  West  (1939)  and  toerlcal  Cavalcade  of  a  Nation  (1940) 
captured  the  era's   taste  for   lavlt;h  musicals   using  great   numbers  of  actors. 
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The  "family  entertainment"  highlight  of  the  f air ^  however ,  was  Billy  Rose's 
"1940  Aquacade,"  He  had  originated  the  eoncept  at  ClevelaQd's  Aeat  Ukes 
Exposition  In  1936  and  presented  it  again  In  New  York  In  1939 «  The  pattern  for 
InniMerable  water  carnivals  in  later  years.  It  featured  synchronised  swlaaltig 
displays  In  a  unique  windmill  style  (overhand,  backstroke,  over  hand «  baekstroke, 
etc.),  diving  exhibitions,  and  water  acrobatics  and  ballet  of  all  varieties* 
At  Treasure  Island,  Esther  Williams ,  who  had  won  the  National  AAU  Champloiiship 
the  previous  year,  became  the  femali^^  star;  Johnny  Welssmuller  %jas  the  "Hmiber 
One  Aquadonls*"  Iter  ton  Downey  provided  vocal  accompaniment ■ 

On  the  other  hand,  Sally  Rand's  "Nude  lUnch,"  another  of  the  most  popular 
events  at  the  fair,  drew  from  an  audience  that  was  limited  to  those  over  18 • 
Rather  than  hiss  Rand  and  her  feather  boas,  as  at  Chicago -a  fair  In  1933,  the 
Ranch  featured  47  young  women  who  cavorted,  behind  plate  glass  panels,  wearing 
G-^strings  and  boots,  while  playing  badminton  and  taking  part  In  Western^atyle 
sports,  such  as  horseshoe  tossing,  lassoing,  and  burro  riding. 

The  adventurous  could  sample  a  variety  of  thrill  rides  on  Treasure  Island's 
"Gayway"  or  take  demonstration  flights  over  San  Francisco  Bay  In  Pan^Am  "clip* 
pers"  for  a  sample  of  "the  new  world"  of  trans^-Paclf Ic  air  service^  Sports,  in 
a  competitive  sense,  on  the  other  hand,  played  little  role  at  Measure  Island. 
One  eKhibltlon  performance,  however,  staged  in  honor  of  the  hundredth  annlver^ 
sary  of  baseball,  ended  in  near-dlsast^ «  The  catcher  of  the  San  El^analsco 
Seals  attempted  to  catch  a  baseball  dropped  from  a  Goodyear  blimp  BOO  feet  over 
the  Island-  For  his  trouble,  he  received  a  bashed  nose  and  torn  lips  and  lost 
four  teeth  from  his  dental  bridge. 

People  with  more  "serious"  interests  were  not  neglected  at  the  fair*  ^hose 
with  a  passion  for  science  and  technology  could  visit  such  exhibits  as  the 
27, 000, 000th  Ford  automobilei  an  experimental  closed  circuit  television  system| 
a  model  of  the  "atom^smash^"  then  being  built  in  Berkeleyi  "Pedro  the  Voder 
an  early  machine-generated  voice  device;  and  "Willie  Voeallte,"  a  Westlnghouse 
robot  who  stood  up,  sat  down,  talked,  and  smoked  cigarettes* 

In  1939,  those  attuned  to  art  could  gaze  on  borrowed  collections  of  European, 
Asian,  and  American  art  that  temporarily  made  Measure  Island  the  rival  of  the 
world's  great  museims,  including  such  treaswes  as  Botticelli's  "Birth  of 
'/enus"  and  rare  bronzes,  porcelain ^  Jades,  and  ivofies  from  Asia*  The  second 
3'ear ,  they  might  watch  "Art  in  Action,"  where  sculptors,  painters ,  weaves,  and 
patters,  including  the  Mexican  murallst  Diego  Riv^a,  piled  their  ^afts* 
^though  Sally  R/^;id's  Nude  Ranch  at  first  outdrew  the  artistic  events  and 
exhibits,  they  eventually  surpassed  her  attendance* 
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Trmamvrm  Island's  saeond  saason  was  better  managed  and  more  auceesaful  from 
a  financial  point  of  view  than  the  first,  but  events  abroad  overshadowed  Its 
fegtive  aspects. 15  yhen  the  fair  opened »  the  Germans  were  pushing  acrogs  the 
Somme  toward  Paris.  On  June  10,  "CooUdge  Quartet  Day"  at  the  fair,  Norway 
surrendered  to  the  Nazis |  the  Norwegian  exhibit  soon  became  a  war  relief 
office.  The  ftench  and  Italian  pavilions  closed.  Septe^er  29,  1940,  brought 
the  fair  to  a  conclusion. 


The  fair's  directors  oversaw  the  demolition  of  most  of  Its  structures,  as  had 
been  planned.  The  Navy  asked  for  the  tmporary  use  of  the  rraainder  and  of  the 
Island.  Soon  thereafter,  the  Hall  of  Western  States  was  a  barracks  and  the 
Food  and  Beverages  Building  "the  largest  mess  hall  on  earth."  The  rlverboat 
Delta  Queen,  which  had  served  as  an  exposition  ferry,  became  a  floating  class- 
room for    Navy    recruits.      The    "model    home"    became    the    officers'  club,!^ 

Following  World  War  II,  the  planned  airport  never  opened.  Somehow,  In  all  the 
earlier  planning,  the  windswept  character  of  ft^eas^e  Island  and  Its  proximity 
to  natural  and  man-made  obstructions  (such  as  the  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay 
Bridge)  had  never  been  fully  considered  In  laying  out  the  airport.  It  was  an 
infeaslble  location  for  land  planes|17  the  "China  clippers"  and  other  seaplanes 
that  had  tled-up  at  the  docks  near  the  "hangars"  on  the  south  end  of  the  island 
soon  became  nearly  extinct* 

Iteasure  Island  was,  however,  of  proven  use  to  the  Navy.  Therefore,  the  Navy, 
In  effect,  traded  the  location,  on  the  mainland,  of  the  present  San  Francisco 
International  Airport,  for  Treasure  Island.  Over  the  years,  with  the  exception 
of  the  three  permanent  buildings  that  had  been  erected  to  serve  the  eKposltlon 
and  the  planned  airport,  the  Navy  dMollshed  and  replaced  practically  all  of 
the  exposition's  structures  that  had  survived  plannra  dMOlition  at  their 
makers'  hands. 

Without  Its  romantic  towers  and  maBSlve  flow^  gardens,  feature  Island,  exposed 
to  the  crosswlnds  that  blow  off  the  San  Francisco  Bay,  soon  conveyed  little  of 
the  exotic  atmosphere  that  for  two  brief  years  had  made  It  a  tomrlst  mecca. 
Even  its  street  names  were  replaced  by  letters,  of  the  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  Navy  personnel  who  "passed  through"  the  facility  In  the  next  40-odd  years, 
few  would  even  be  vaguely  aware  that  "Measure  Island"  had  once  been  a  fantastic 
playground  bearing  on  Its  cud.Uats  great  towers  reminiscent  of  the  far-off 
Orient  whence  they  wwe  bound  or  retmrnlng. 
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Footnote! 


1  Elehard  Relnhardt,  Traaeure  laland,  1939-194Q,  San  Franolseo's  Exposition 
^^KS  (Mill  Valley,  Gallforniai  Squaribooks,  1978),  p.  81.  Relnhardt's 
book  was  the  prinolpal  soiree  used  in  preparing  this  statement  of  slgnlf iGanee* 
His  witty  and  informative  aeeount  oonveys  the  atmosphere  of  the  Golden  Gate 
Intarnatlonal  EKposltion  In  an  uneKoelled  manner*    Liberal  sampling  of  it 

has  been  made  to  prepare  the  brief  aseount  that  followi* 

2  Ibid*,  p.  159, 

3  Ibid* ,  pp.  54  and  92-93* 

4  Ibid*  >  p.  41. 

5  Ibid* 

6  Ibid, ,  p.  82. 

7  Ibid, >  pp.  34-51. 

8  ibid,,  p,  53. 

9  Ibid,,  p.  41. 

10  Ibid,,  p,  81. 

11  Ea^raond  Girvigian,  "Pan  Pacifie  Auditorium,  Historical  Restoration  Report, 
for  the  Gruen  Team  Inveitlgatlon/Feasibility  Studys  Fan  Faelfic  State  Recre- 
ation Area,"  May  1980,  Fart  1,  pp*  49-50  and  52.28,  and  Fart  II,  pp,  147-^151, 
160.36,  and  160,37.    A  similar  "cash  register"  was  erected  In  New  York's 
"World  of  Tomorrow." 

12  Ibid.,  p,  45, 

13  Ibid.,  pp.  160-167, 

14  Ibid. ,  pp^  91-158,     This  section  deals  with  the  variety  of  activities  and 
entertainments  available  on  the  island.    Only  a  few  examples  from  th?,  nmaerous 
ones  cited  by  Relnhardt  have  been  noted  here, 

15  Ibid*,  pp,  143-145. 

16  Ibid.,  pp.  119  and  158. 

17  ttld^,  p.  159. 
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V^bal  Boundary  DasQrlpClon 

The  Adnlnlstraclon  Building  (Building  1)  Is  the  first  strucctire  on  the  right 
on  Uf ival  on  Treasure  Island  from  the  off  ramps  of  the  San  Fr anal seo- Oakland 
Bay  Bridge.  The  building' s  boundaryp  for  the  pin'poses  of  this  study ,  Is 
defined  by  a  reetangle  formed ,  on  Che  west  and  north  by  the  Inner  ei^bs  of 
axis  ting  southeast—northwest  and  southwest'^northeast  streets  adjaeent  to  lt| 
on  the  east  by  an  Imaginary  line  dratm  northwest^southeast  equidistant  between 
the  nearest  points  of  the  Atelnlstratlon  Building  and  the  Reserve  Ttalnlng 
Center  (Building  2)  (and  parallel  to  the  southeast-northwest  roadway  In  front 
of  the  Administration   Building)  |   and  by  the   water -s  edge   on  the  southeast* 

Guardhouses p  other  utility  structures ,  and  doeks  that  ^plnge  on  or  adjacent  to 
this  rectangular  plot  do  not  contribute  to  the  property's  historical  slgaifl-^ 
cance* 
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Tha  main  audlcorlwn  Ip  a  simple  rectangle  400  feet  hy  2fl0  feet^  or  100,000 
square  feat.  A  wescarn  projeacion  of  two  stories  Is  about  20  feet  deep  and  274 
feet  long,  having  a  curved  central  marquee  approKlmacely  170  feet  long,  which 
projects  17  feet  beyond  the  west  facade |  its  second  story  was  added  in  1939. 
Service  appendages  were  later  added  to  the  north  and  east  facades. 

The  celebrated  "streamline^futuristic  moderne^'  features  of  the  eKterior  appear 
primarily  on  the  west--facing  facade.  They  include  four  wood  frame  and  stucco 
pylons  that  pierce  the  projecting  cur»/ed  overhang  and  rise  t©  Just  over  39 
feet  I  they  separate  the  entrances.  Isch  pylon  has  a  rear  quarter  radius  £op 
and  vertical  curved  fronts «  bisected  by  five  horizontal  finsi  and  each  supports 
a  70'^foot  metal  flagpole.  The  marquee  has  stucco  finished  edges  and  a  c6rru» 
gated  soffit. 

Pe  tailed  _Dat a 

The  basic  structure  is  of  wood  frame  finished  in  stucco,  although  the  principal 
exterior  walls  are  stucco  on  metal  lath  and  the  interior  surfaces  are  finished 
in  plasterboard.  The  outside  walls  are  an  average  of  27  feet  high,  to  the 
parapets,  with  a  stepped  pattern  at  the  north  and  south  facades,  which  rise  to 
29  and  31  feet,  respectively. 

The  main  auditorium  is  divided  into  three  long  parallel  bays^  similar  to  a  main 
basilica  with  side  aisles.  The  130-foot  central  bay^  supported  by  large  seg^ 
mented  tied  arches^  rises  to  46  feet|  the  two  60^foot  flanking  bays,  spaaned  by 
bowstring  trusses ,  rise  to  32  feet .  Five  large  skylight^ventilators  -  pierce 
the  central  bay  roof  at  its  peaki  they  were  added  by  1941. 

The  2-story  west  facade  office  wing  carries  other  characteristic  "streaoilined'* 
features ,  in  addition  to  the  pylons •  These  include  curved  corners ,  narrow 
banded  fenestration,  horiiontal  louvars,  ''nautical  moderne"  styled  pairs  o€ 
parallel  pipe  handrails  and  exterior  stairs,  and  remnants  of  a  horizontal  hmX% 
course  of,  an  original  pattern  th^it  formerly  continued  in  painted  bands  in 
triplicate  at  the  cornice  level  and  at  the  facade  base.  The  second  story  was 
added  to  the  west  facade  offica  wing  by  Smufd  Lunden  in  1939,  in  the  style  of 
the  original  construction,  and  blends  well  with  it. 

The  former  chevron  battens,  "Art  Deco"  features,  of  the  original  entrance  doors 
of  the  north  and  west  facades  no  longer  survive ,  nor  do  the  painted  chevron 
patterns  over  the  entrances  at  the  north  and  east  facades,  or  the  full  horizon^ 
tal  banded  belt  courses  that  once  extended  around  the  exterior  facades.  The 
remaining  painted  patterns  of  the  entire  facade,  including  the  pylons,  now  in 
white  bands  on  dark^colored  plaster  backgroiind  with  white  horizontal  banded 
accents,  are  the  reverse  of  the  original  color  scheme.  Three  original  large 
"hangar"  doors  for  service  purposes,  one  on  the  south  facade,  and  two  on  the 
east  elevation,  remain  in  place. 
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The  saifviM  appandagei  are  not  of  the  style  of  the  rest  of  the  building  but  ate 
so  positioned  that  they  are  not  visible  from  the  dlsclnetlve  west  faeade.  On 
the  north  elevation  a  24-^by-90-foot  frame  and  atueM  addition  was  ereeted  about 
1940,  A  1-story  wood  frame  and  stueeo  addition  (1947),  at  the  southeast  oorner 
measures  20  by  60  feet.  At  the  northeast  corner,  Messing  room  and  looker' 
faolllties  (1948)  occupy  a  l-story  t-shaped  addition  (20  by  106  by  58  feet) 
with  masonry  block  walls*  A  corrugated  galvanized  mer.al  storage  building 
(1953^-,  to  the  rear.  Is  32  by  96  feet*  *s  © 

the  main  auditorium  Is  a  simple  utilitarian  shell.  *rhe  floors  are  asphaltlc 
concrete  and,  in  the  central  bay,  still  contain  the  cooling  ceils  installed  in 
the  late  1930s  to  permit  Ice  stotlng.  The  Interior  walls  are  finished  in 
plasterboard.  The  eelling  Is  exposed  timber  with  lighting  fixtures  and  exposed 
conduits  hung  from  It* 

Around  the  walls,  small  wood^framed  kiosks,  formerly  used  for  snack  bars  and 
offices,,  are  still  In  place*  A  built-in  public  snack  bar  rCTalns  at  the  south- 
west corner.  The  west  interior  wall  features  two  Interior  office  additions 
(made  in  1946),  one  12  by  82  feet  and  the  other  12  by  24|  openings  to  the 
office  wlngi  and  a  stairway  to  the  southern  second-story  Igloo  Lounge,  a  "VIP" 
lounge,  that  is  a  virtually  Intact  late  1930s  Depression  "Moderne"  cocktail 
bar ,  \  r  ■ 

Present  €ondition 

The  southwestern  section  of  the  west  facade  has  suffered  fire  and  water  damage 
In  recent  years.  The  Immediate  vicinity  of  the  building  and  the  bulldink 
Itself  are  not  maintained. 

Patching  of  the  exterior  stucco  is  obviously  needed.  Hew  roofing  and  flashing 
may  be  required.  The  audltorlinD's  inter Jor  surfaces  have  suffered  some  damage 
to  their  plaster.    The  office  wing  Is  virtually  Intact. 


Footnote 

1  This  description  of  the  present  appearance  of  the  Pan-Paclflc  has  been  con- 
densed from  the  detailed  structural  description,  prepared  from  the  original 
archltectwal  drawings,  building  permits,  and  other  priory  data,  that  ap- 
pears in  Raymond  Glrvlglan,  "Pan  Pacific  Auditorium  Historical  Restoration 
Report  ,  ,  ,  (Fasadena,  Gallfornlat  May  1980),  pp.  II  D,  9-10|  III  A  l-ll* 
It  was  verified  by  ohsite  Inspection  on  May  2,  1984,  made  by  the  preparer  of 
this  form*  .    .  ' 
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the  Pan^Paalfie  is  slgnlfiunt  as  a  priBs  leuCion  of  fiypea  of  feersaClon  vary 
baaie  Co  AaaFlcaQ  papuiar  eulcura  froa  tha  ■id*i930s  eo  Cha  l^J70a,  It  la  also 
aocaiforthy  as  a  rare  swvivlag  axaapla  of  thm  "aeraaaline  rAoderna"  atyla  In 
20th^aaiiiiiry  Unliad  SCaCes  arehlCeeturap  and  aa  one  of  Cha  faw  scruecitfas  that 
aurvive  intact  froa  tha  axposiCion  arohl£a€twa  of  £ha  If 308  • 

Bttllc  wich  tha  ianedlaca  pw  poaa  of  host  log  %Ym  HatiOQal  Uouslng  foposlcion 
(1935),  the  Fan^Pacifla  ma  anvlaionad  aa  a  psMnant  publla  asihibltion  hail« 
At  coastruetion  it  was  ona  of  tha  tteaa  latgast  auah  atruoti^aa  in  the  Unitad 
Stataa  and  the  largaat  anyiHi@ra  in  tha  Waat^n  itataai  it  has  aacvad  as  a 
pFototypa  for  later  b^ilidinga  of  its  typa«  Until  1971 »  it  was  tha  principal 
site  of  Los  tageias*  |iy&li€  anpositions,  c^e^clal  trada  sham,  aircusaa,  ioa 
ahows,  and  coavencions.  It  was  also  a  prinoipal  vanua  for  sporting  avants  and 
eonoarts. 


The  Fan^^Dacifia  had  signlfiaant.  antaeadanta  in  tha  architaeturi^  of  tha  €hiaago 
Werld^s  Fair  of  1933  and  proved  an  infiuantial  ^wipla  of  its  8t|Fla|  Miah 
flourished  briefly  in  the  1930s  #  fhe  "atraaalina  aodarna"  atjla  is  of  spacial 
note  for  ita  projaation  of  a  futurlstla  vision  r^flaotlog  iysarica'a  praooau^ 
pat ion  id.th  prograss  and  teohnology* 

Hiatory 

Los  Angalas  in  1934,  like  tha  raat  of  tha  nation ,  was  in  tha  throaa  of  tha 
Graat  Dapression.  Aotivity^  in  tha  building  trades  had  fallen  off  teastiaally* 
in  January  1935,  the  Loa  taj^las  Chaab^  of  CMBCToe  propoaad  a  housing  ashibi^ 
tion  to  halp  publlciza  tha  loan  pro^ras  astablishad  by  t'^^  National  Houaing 
Aat  and  ganarally  enaouraga  tha  ravival  of  eons truat ion « 

Clifford  Handaraonp  on  tdioa  tha  €haAw  called  for  assistanca,  was  widely  known 
for  atagiog  tha  Hational  Ait  teees  (1928-39)  and  other  air  shows,  iaalyding 
that  at  the  1933  Chicago  "Qantyry  of  Frogresa*"  Handacaon  took  the  Chaab^*a 
r aquas t  to  organise  a  teaporary  housing  exhibit  as  an  opportunity  to  pcopoaa  a 
large  p^sanant  ashibltion  hall  in  Los  Angeles.  In  place  of  tha  tants  planned 
for  tha  ai^hibit  by  the  Ch^^er,.he  pvoposed  that  a  psraanant  structura  be  built 
to  be  used  f^  oth^  exhibits »  conventional  aportim  avants,  and  cooaunity 
recreation.  The  national  Housing  bpoaltimt  a  nonptofit  corporation  organised 
by  civic  and  bualnesa  laaders  to  hold  tha  houaing  ahow,  ap^aad*  Htadaraon, 
who  had  long  bean  trying  to  bring  a  World's  Fair  to  Lba  Angalas  (to  bo  aallad 
the  Faa^Facific    Int^aational    bpoaition),    chosa    tha    naaa    Fan»Facific«  ^ 
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In  January  1933,  two  young  architects,  Walter  Wurdeaum  and  Walton  Backet.  Hon 
the  archlteccural  competition  for  the  design  of  the  .udltsrlum.  It  was  to  be 
semlpewianent  since    no  adequate  atructure  la  available  In  Los  Aogelea  for  an 

sKw    load  iLf  *A."'*"J"2*  •  •  •  «nc«prl.es  aa  the  annual  Autoaoblle 

Show,  Food  Show,  Alrcrafc  Exposition,  Horse  Show,  etc, "2 

f^H*fSf**/i"^*"°?  brother  Phillip  leased  land  between  Beverly  Boulevard 

and  Third  Street  In  Hollywood  with  an  option  to  purchase.  The  giant  audleoS 
per  squSie  iLt     *  *°  Aptll-May  1935  at  a  cost  of  about  |1 

Henderson  envisioned  the  auditorium  as  especially  suitable  for  automobile  and 
hiff^f  ""^l  For  that  reason  the  "hangar-  doors  on  the  south  aide  of  the 
building  were  built  large  enough  to  aeeommodate  aircraft.  Henderson's  passion 
f^Ji        ^"It  altpUne,  his    helief  in  modernity,   and  his  optlmlSB 

tfiA^  t  architects   and  played  a   role  In  the   final  design.  Wurdema^ 

would  later  dub  the  structure  "the  flying  fortress"  and  the  official  pro|^ 
for  the  exhibition  spoke  of  the  marquee  as  being  "like  a  huge  airplane  wiSg." 

Archltecturally,  the    long    low    hoiiaontal    character    and    curved  streamlined 

Thre^triSfi"'  - -"«f  f**'  structures  such  as  the  Agriculture  BuffdiSgf 

The  entrance  canopy  Is  reminiscent  of  the  Italian  Pavilion  and  the  Chrvaler 

^hf-Si  ^"'i"^'  «««  a«  to  sever.1  bildl^is,  such  Is 

the    Wings  of  a  Century"  Pavilion  and  the  Hall  of  Social  Science.     The  curved 
u  ft    t  l  handrails  at  the  west  resemble  those  of  the  Hall  of  s^l^n^g 

Hall  of  Revision,  and  other  structures.  Like  the  Chicago  Fair,  the  Pan-Paclfle 
is  an  expressionlstie  statement  of  "streamlined  futurism."  that  is.  an  attempt 
to  project  a  visionary  idea  that  Is  beyond  the  present  norm. 3  cempc 

National  Housing  Exposition  C1935) 

fS??^*  "  the  National  Housing  Exposition,  which  opened  on  May 

18,  1935,  were  so  great  that  the  show  was  held  over  for  an  extra  week.  The 
public  was   clearly  eager  to   see  the  latest  in  home   styles  and  furnishings? 

IJ^h?J*^i*^'/°?^"^*^  '"^  bathroom  equipment,  various  home  building  and 

architectural  plans,  a  replica  of  the  newly  completed  Boulder  (Hoover)  Din  a 
glass  house,  and  a  dramatic  display  of  new  materials  in  a  "Pountaln  of  Fabrics" 
by  Kern  Weber.  Outside  the  auditorium  were  model  homes  (later  moved  to  perma- 
nent locations)!  a  Village  of  Tomorrow."  a  model  suburban  center  of  the  future, 
built  in  minlaturei  a  Pavilion  of  Music  for  concerts!  a  Sports  Lido  aSd 
Amusement  Zonej  and  the  outdoor  "little  Theater  of  the  Stars"  for  pMeants. 
The  opening  show  at  the  Pan-Paclflc  was  not  only  a  popular  success,  but  also 
JSIelefaLaSP"'    "    «l»"l«e    new    construction         ^emcdellng   in  \he  Jos 
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FollDwing  thm  ExposlCldiip  the  Kanderson  brochers  exercised  their  purchase 
option.  They  owned  and  operated  the  Fsn^Paclfic  until  1947  when  they  sold  it 
to  Che  automobile  manufacturer,  E.L.  Cord^  who  had  been  one  of  the  original 
financial  contributors  for  the  building  of  the  auditorium* 

The  Pan^Pacific  Auditor iw  presented  eKhlblclons  of  many  types  #  The  automobile , 
truoky  and  trailer  shows  were  among  the  most  popular  ^  particularly  just  after 
World  War  II ,  whan  the  nation's  auto  unufactmrers  were  able  to  free  their 
plants  from  war  production.  Other  events »  some  of  them  national  in  character^ 
Included  home,  boat,  alr^aft,  decorator,  antique,  and  sportsmen's  shows |  a 
World  Investors  Show|  photographic  falrs|  television,  electrical  and  food 
Industries  exhibitions |  and  a  National  Dog  Show. 

A  wide  range  of  sport  events  were  held  at  the  Pan-Faclflc.  From  1937  until 
1959*  when  the  Los  Angeles  Sports  Arena  was  completed^  the  University  of 
Southern  California  played  its  home  basketball  games  on  the  ?an=Faclflc  court. 
The  Ifarlem  Globe  Trotters  also  played  on  It.  I^ofesslonal  tennis  matches,  ping 
pong  and  badminton  tournaments,  professional  ice  hockey  and  roller  skating  and 
bicycle  races  also  drew  crowds  to  the  auditorium. 

Concerts  in  the  Fan-Faclflc  ranged  frra  the  1936  performance  of  Leopold  Stoko^:rskl 
and  the  Fhlladelphla  Symphony  to  the  1937  West  Coast  premiere  of  llvls  Presley. 
The  Ice  Follies  and  the  Ice  Capades  both  presented  their  performances  to  packec^, 
audiences  using  "the  world's  largest  Indoor  ice  skating  rink"  (33,000  square 
feet),  which  had  been  installed  by  Henderson  In  the  late  1930s,  when  he  rlppecl 
up  the  floors  and  Installed  cooling  colls.  Some  of  the  world's  best  swimmers 
also  performed.  Buster  Crabbe's  "Aqua  Parade"  presented  100  swlnmiers  and 
divers  doing  both  serious  and  comic  acts. 

Circuses  played  the  Fan-Faclfic,  as  did  the  Llplzzan  horses  of  the  Vienna 
Riding  School.  Also,  when,  in  1945  the  popular  radio  program  "Queen  for  a  Day" 
held  a  special  broadcast  at  the  Fan-Faclflc,  a  near  riot  ensued  when  more  than 
10,000,  Instead  of  the  expected  6,000,  women  showed  up  and  tried  to  "crash  the 
gate." 

The  public  came  to  the  Fan=Faclflc  not  only  to  watch,  but  also  to  participate 
In  recreational  activities.  Ice  skating  and  public  square  dances  were  extremely 
popular.  Also,  during  the  badminton  crage  of  the  late  i930s,  courts  were  set 
up  ill  the  Fan^Faclflc. 

Political  rallies  also  occurred  at  the  Pan-Pacific.  In  1952,  Presidential  can- 
didate Dwlght  D.  Elsenhower  held  a  campaign  rally  at  the  Pan-Paclflc,  standing 
amid  the  pylons  on  the  roof,  and  later  giving  an  address  inside.  In  1960,  he 
returned  for  a  Nixon-Elsenhower  dlnn^. 


331 


489 


United  States  Department  of  the  Interier  — k  ^ 

National  Park  Servlea  ^^^^^^^^^ 

Natloniil  RaglstSR-  of  Historic  Plao^s  ^^^^^^^^M 

Invontory — Nomination  Form  m^^^^^^^ 


Contirwatton  ^iMt  lt#m  number 


The  Fan-Pacific  Audlcorium  atctaeted  patrons  partly  beeaijae,  in  its  heyday.  It 
was  part  ©f  a  varied  entertainment  complex.  Imedlately  adjacent,  but  not 
directly  related  to  the  AudltoTfluffis  were  the  894-aeat  Pan-Pacific  Theater  and  a 
ao=lane  bowling  alley  (both  1942).  Nearby  were  Gllmore  Stadiim  (1943),  the 
site  of  varied  sports  events;  Gllmore  Field,  the  home  of  the  Hollywood  Stars 
baseball  team  (1939"1957)|   Gllmore  Drlve-In  (1948);  and  Farmers  Market  (1943), 

Reeent_  Developments 

The  completion  of  the  Sports  Arena  and  other  large  facilities  in  the  Los  Angeles 
area,  usually  closer  to  the  major  freeways ,  as  well  as  competition  from  other 
forms  of  recreation  and  television,  drew  patrons  away  from  the  Pan-^Pacif ic* 
The  removal  of  Gllmore  Stadium  (1951),  Gilmore  Field  (1957),  and  Gllmore  Drive- 
in,  and  the  closing  of  the  bowling  alley  also  lessened  the  crowds  drawn  to  the 
area.     The  Pan-Pacific  closed  In  1972,  and  has  been  vacant  since* ^ 

In  the  late  1970s  a  considerable  measure  of  controversy  raged  over  whether  the 
Pan-Pacific  should  be  preserved.  The  Cord  estate  wished  to  dispose  of  the 
property,  which  Included  a  large  tract  surrounding  the  Auditorium,  Plans  to 
establish  a  public  park  (and  flood  diversion  basin)  on  the  sltej  which  called 
for  the  demolition  of  all  or  part  of  the  auditorium,  were  adamantly  opposed  by 
groups  and  individuals  partial  to  saving  the  building,  or  at  least  Its  west 
facade.  The  issues  of  economic  means  of  preserving  the  structure  and  the  merits 
of  converting  the  site  for  park  purposes  elicited  much  discussion.  Its  associa- 
tive values  for  entertainment  and  recreation  were  discounted  In  the  debate, 
which  centered  on  the  question  of  the  Pan-Pacific *s  significance  In  American 
arehltectural  history* 

The  County  of  Los  Angeles  and  the  State  completed  acquisition  of  the  property 
from  the  Cord  estate  in  1979*  They  decided  to  develop  the  plot  for  recreational 
park  use,  but  to  retain  the  Auditorium  and  seek  means  to  preserve  it.  Preserva-- 
tlon  of  the  Auditorium  Is  currently  being  sought  through  Its  development  by  a 
private  concessioner*  In  mld-lf84,  a  private  developer  had  proposed  a  plan  to 
preserve  and  restore  the  exterior  of  the  structure  while  converting  its  Interior 
Into  a  motor  hotel  In  compatible  architectural  style* 6  At  this  writing j  the 
proposal  had  not  reached  a  conclusive  stage. 

Architectural  Significance  of  the  Pan-^Pacif Ic 

Wurdeman  and  Becket,  the  young  architects  who  designed  the  Pan-Paclflc,  prac- 
ticed together  until  the  former  died  in  1949,  Becket  went  on  to  design  many 
other  Important  structures  in  Southern  Californlaj  Including  the  Prudential 
Buildings  Bullocks  Pasadena,  the  Capitol  Records  ToW^r,  the  Beverly  Hilton 
Hotel,  the    Los    Angeles    Music    Center,    and    the    Los    Angeles    Sports    Arena. ^ 
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Baeause  thmmm  ocher  major  struccures  are  mora  recsnt  than  tha  Pan-PaGlfle,  no 
atcmpC  ^11  be  made  to  evaluate  tham  In  relation  to  it  as  examples  of  Hiademan's 
and  Beckat*8  wrk^  Nor ,  baeause  of  cha  reeant  charaeter  of  their  workg  will  any 
affort  ba  made  to  assess  their  possible  national  slgnlfleanGe  as  architects 
beyond  the  recognition  dua  them  for  the  Pan-Paclfle. 

On  the  othar  hand,  the  Pan-Pacifle,  of  itsalf ,  has  gained  gufflelant  renown  to 
merit  strong  consideration  for  National  Historio  Landmark  designation  as  a 
stylistla  exampla*  Only  a  few  examples  from  the  volinnlnous  literature  on  this 
subject  will  be  aitad. 

David  Gabhard,  a  leading  author  on  California  arahltectitf a,  has  Indlcatad  his 
belief  that  I 

This  building,  both  as  faat,  and  as  a  s^bol,  has  eome  to  stand  for  the 
Ijnprasslve  popularization  of  Modarn  architaature  whlah  occurrad  in  Southern 
ealifornla  in   tha   decada   of    the   1930s*  Tha   Pan  Paaiflc  has  than 

Mergad  as  tha  type-form  for  tha  streamline  Modarna  of  tha  thlrtlas,  and 
as  such  I  can  think  of  no  building  here  In  California  that  can  equal  its 
Impor  tance  «  8 

Eaymond  Girvlglanj  In  his  datalled  study  of  tha  Pan-Pacific,  has  come  to  the 
aonalusion  that  It  was,  "Perhaps  tha  first  major  exprassion  of  the  Straamllne 
style  in  Los  Angelas,"^  He  points  out  aev«eal  other  axamples  of  the  style  in 
Southern  California,  but  conaludes  that  none  closely  raseiiile  or  bear  compari- 
son to  tha  Pan-Paeiflc,  whlah  ha  faals  is  "probably  the  most  significant 
Expressionistic  sample  of  the  Straamlined  Daaade  in  this  region  and  par haps 
one  of  tha  major  ones  an^here  of  its  parlod.  Thara  appears  to  ba  no  othar 
Ilka  it,  anywhere,. p, "10 

Although  the  "straamllna  moderne"  Is  an  architectural  style  that  flourished  only 
briefly  in  the  1930s  and  was  most  ^pular  in  Southern  California  and  at  the 
New  York  World's  Fair,  it  was,  in  the  typical  vlaw  of  architactitfal  historian 
Thomas  S,  Hinas: 

an  especially  Important  style  la  the  social  history  of  architecture 
slnca  it  apitomlzed  popular  notions  of  twantieth  century  modernism.  It 
borrowad  its  Imag^y  from  mechanlaal  and  Industrial  objects  and  from  the 
design  ul  tha  centiffy*s  major  modes  of  transportation  —  the  train,  the 
autMoblle,  tha  ship  (aspecially  the  great  luxtary  liner),  the  various 
aircraft,  inaludlng  the  blimp,  and  even  frOT  tha  then  futuristic  visions 
of  "Buck  Rog^s"  spaaa  ships.  When  ona  enterad  and  exparianced  a  "Streaa- 
llne  Modarna''  building,  ona  was  supposed  (alther  consciously  or  uncon- 
sciously) to  feel  that  ona  ms  somahow  undargolag  an  axclting  "modern" 
adventures^  J' 
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A  cQmplleatlng  faetor  In  thm  arehltaetural  assassmant  of  Che  Fan-^Facif  ICs  md 
one  reflactad  In  thm  debate  over  Ics  preservation ,  is  the  divergence  of  opinion 
between  those,  sueh  as  ThoMS  Hines  and  tebert  Ventiuip  on  the  one  hand,  who 
view  the  distinotlve  faeade  of  the  Fan  Pacifie  as  its  slgnif leant  feacwe  and 
dismiss  the  auditorium  as  merely  a  "decorated  shed,"  albeit  an  Impressalve 
one,l^  and  those,  such  as  Qirvlglan,  who  argue  that  the  aiditoritm  is  integral 
to  the  structure  and  equally  deserving  of  recognition. ^3  The  former  have,  as 
may  be  assumed,  been  relatively  indifferent  to  the  preservation  of  the  audlto- 
ritna  as  opposed  to  the  facade. 

It  is  possible  to  sidestep  the  Issue  of  the  auditorium's  architectural  signifi^ 
cance,  as  opposed  Co  chat  of  Che  facade ^  by  recognizing  it  for  its  recreational 
qualities.  The  rarity  and  significance  of  the  exceptional  facade  can  still  be 
acknowledged  for  Ics  architecture.  Because  Che  two  elements  are  Joined  in  one 
scruct^e,  however  ^  it  is  probably  most  Judicious  to  assign  the  entire  structure 
to  both  areas  of  significance. 


1  The  account  of  the  origins  and  construction  of  the  Fan'^Pacific  that  appears 
here  has  been  shortened  and  revamped  from  chat  appearing  in  Ea^ond  Girvigian, 
"Fan  Pacific  Audicorittfa  HlsCorlcal  ResCoraCion  Report  s.."  (Pasadena,  Cali^ 
fornia:  Hay  1980),  pp.  II  Bl  ~  II  B7.  Girvigian  used  exposition  docmaants, 
including  the  Official  ^ogran,  and  interviewed  Clifford  Henderson  in  1979. 


2  National  Kousing  Exposition,  Official  ProgrMj  May  18,  1935,  pp.  3-4. 

3  Girvigian,  0£.  cit. ,  p.  II  C,  2,  137. 

4  Ibid. ,  p.  II  B,  5.    Girvigian  reached  this  conclusion  based  on  review  of  the 
Los  togeles  Times  and  Eicflmin^  files  for  Hay^June  1935. 

5  Ibid.,  p.  II  E,  3-S. 

6  See  Gruen  Associates,  "Pan  Pacific  Auditoriw  Development  Plan"  (Los  togelesi 
Novemb^  1983) . 

7  Girvigian,  ©£,  cit. ,  II  B,  2, 

8  David  Gebhard,  Director,  Univ^sity  of  California,  Sanca  Barbara  ^c  Huseim, 
to  "Whom  ic  conc^ns,"  Janutfy  11,  1978. 
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Varbal  boundary  dasorlptlon  and  Jyatlfloallon 

The  building  is  eouth  of  Beverly  Boulevardf  fronting  on  Curaon^     The  building's  boundaries 
are  a  400'  by  450'  rectangle  as  shovm  on  attached  sketch  map  (450 •  along  Curson  and  4QQ' 
deep  from  Cur  son)  ^   
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7,  Pescript  ion 


.^mnemmllmm  d^ttMed    .„unaliefed  .X  .  original  site 

^^^^om^  .^^rmm  altered  „^  moved      date  ^ 

_-_  fair  uiKpsfd 

HftWrib^M  th#  pp«s«fll  a&i^sriginsl  (if  knuwn)  phyeji^-^l  appttarana* 

Th^^  San  Franelaco  Civic  Center  ti  M  group  of  monufflantal  buildtn^ga  ©round  a 
□«^3.tral  opM  SMI  (Civic  Canter  f Isi^^)  ,  and  additional  bulldlngg  that  extiild 
th^m  principal  a^iig  to  the  east  md  ^^mmt*  It  Includes  all  or  part  of  12  elty 
blo^cks  ^  mix  ©f  «likh  are  combined  ln»  to  three  double  Woeks  thac  acCoaaaodaU 
l^i^S©^  features.  There  are  eight  oajoor  and  three  Sicondiry  abovegr^aund  atrue^ 
tuir^as,  two  notabll  landscape  features i  and  one  major  unbuilt  site.  Soma  street 
t^^^hts-of^WBy  hMVibeen  turned  Into  pi^destrlan  areas « 

Of  the  buildings  in  the  Civic  Cant«i  .  nine  (City  Hall»  Oi^lc  [or  acpaslttonj 
AucLlltoriiBBi  the  Public  Library,  the  S^^ate  Building,  the  Meral  lu_ildtng,  the 
War—  Memorial  Opera  House,  the  Vetex^^ns  Building,  the  Departmeot  of  Public 
Hen  '1th  Building  p  and  the  Civic  CMt^r^  Powerhouse)  contribute  to  t^Sie  national 
lmp  *ortance  of  tke  district*  Two  tfeapMorary  buildings  (the  Departo^^nt  of  City 
PI  ^-lining  and  thm  Library  tonex)  are  flt^sn-^conforming  Intruiions  of  l^^mlted  slg- 
nif .  icance, 

Cltr^  Hall  (iglS-^U) 

Cit^y  Hall  Occup£€ifche  double  block  bDs*unded  by  Folk,  McAlliiter,  Va=n  Hegs,  and 
Qrc^-^fa  Streets.  Mangular  In  its  gro^-^and  plan.  It  conaiits  of  tw©  -  Mctangulir 
o£t^^am  wlngB  linkid  by  a  high  eenttsi  _  dome.  The  building  Is  in  Kate  Freach 
Ren^^isaance ,  or  Bstoque,  style  i^lth  LAte  principal  dealgn  featura,  the  doaij 
dar^^ved  from  sewal  great  domes  la  EuMirope.  The  doie  tists  on  a  sseetangular 
basse,  streased  ^nthe  east  and  west  f^^=ades  by  large  pedliainted  port^^aoes.  Thi 
offsi^ce  wings  femtuti  long  Doric  colam^^mdes  over  a  rustlcitid  base,  asd  slight 
prospecting  pavUlofti  at  the  eornera. 

The  City  Hall  la  ificted  on  a  steel  fya=s.me  clad  In  gray  granite.  Its  dome  rises 
mor^^  than  30O'  above  the  street,  hli^faer  than  the  U.S.  Oapltol.  The  offica 
wln^ga  contain  4  etoties  above  ground  -  and  a  partially  expoied  bas^^ment*  Thi 
bai^^  consists  of  the  first  floor  and  ax—posed  basement |  the  ooliimned  ^euperstruc- 
tur^^  fronts  on  tli  second  and  third  floors  ^  and  the  fourth-^storp^  attic  is 
sli^ghtly  recessed  bihind  a  balustrade  ^ 

On  t— ha  Folk  Street,  or  eastern,  facade^  ,  three  arched  entrances  in  ttama  base  are 
red^^hed  by  a  stfeep  flight  of  steps.  L^ntrlcate  door  frMii  and  seo^s^es^  and  a 
bait^astrade  batwesn  the  colwns  on  t^as  next  level,  are  all  bural^^hed  iron, 
pal^^ted  brilliant  blue  and  golda  Theies  colors  are  earrlid  over  in  ^^he  deeora- 
tldi^as  of  the  balusttadea  and  windows  ^-of  the  entire  facadi  and  the  ^  interior. 
SlK  Gorlnthtan  Colyins  in  the  superstr^^cture  carry  a  Doric  intablat^^re.  Theri 
ata  paired  co limns  at  the  ends  of  th»^e  portico  and  two  lingle  eo^^ums  mori 
wld^aly  spaced  b%t«iin.  Behind  and  b^t^ween  the  columns  three  Frenw^h  windows 
opai^a  onto  a  balociijfi  There  are  large  in^ndows  overhead  on  the  third  floor ,  and 
l%t^S^  flat  cartovoliii  over  them  at  cha  top  of  the  wall.  The  pedime«2t  enclosgs 
a  gc^ulptute  group  Henri  Crenietp  w^Lth  a  female  "San  Franclaeo"  beckoning 
coop^merce  and  naviptlon. 
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The  Vdn  Hass  (vesCmtn)  faeads  is  IdanCl^sl  to  Folk  SCrsac.^Mpe  for  details  In 
Che  central  portlea,  basat  and  superstrueture* 

Tha  Orova  Straat  and  HcMlistar  Straat  faeades,  virtually  idantlcalp  are  slmpli^ 
fled  varsions  of  tha  principal  faeadast  Slightly  protruding  pavilions  at  tht 
anglas  are  llnkad  by  simply  lenastrated  valla,  vlth  pllastars  In  the  superetrue- 
tura » 

The  dome  la  eonstruetad  on  a  stael  frmap  aheeted  vlth  aoppar  and  coatad  vlth 
lead*  It  was  originally  highlighted  with  gold«  the  vartloal  lines  of  thi 
colimns  around  the  drum  risa  to  an  anairall^  akullaap  of  surface  decoration • 
A  circling  iron  balustrade  at  the  top  aAoloses  a  tall  spired  lantern  on  a  base 
of  four  low  arohes  looking  to  the  cardinal  directions*  Four  taller  archae  rl8i 
over  the  base  with  pairs  of  free^^atandlng  fluted  Doric  colwns  flanking  ths 
arches  and  carrying  a  brokan  cornice*  An  urn  carries  through  the  cornice  ov€f 
each  column*  A  tall  slender  tapering  steaple  with  a  croimlng  torch  rises  froa 
the  center* 

The  intarior  of  City  Hall  is  arranged  with  a  central  ceremonial  hall  or  rotunda 
tying  the  office  wings  together.  In  the  rotunda,  a  moniaental  staircase  leads 
directly  to  the  board  of  supervisors  cham^r  In  the  Van  Hess  portico*  Opposite 
this  across  the  domed  space  la  the  mayor's  of flea* 

The  entire  basement  and  ground  floor  are  utilised,  but  the  higher  floors  are 
grouped  around  central  light  courts.  Continuous  hallways  that  enclrele  the 
light  courts  open  into  offices  and  other  chambers* 

A  wealth  of  sculpture  and  decorative  and  highly  s^bollc  detail,  too  extensive 
to  catalog  here»  graces  City  Hall's  interiors*  Apart  from  the  domed  space,  the 
ornamental  treatments  in  the  board  of  supervisors  chamber  and  the  mayor  ^s 
office  are  especially  elaborate. 

The  War  Memorial  Complex  (1932) 

The  San  Francisco  War  Hemorlal  consists  of  a  pair  of  very  similar  monumental 
Classical  structures,  the  Opera  House  (309  Van  Ness  Avenue)  and  the  Veterans 
Building  (459  Van  Hess  Avenue),  to  either  side  of  the  formal  Memorial  Court. 
The  complex  Is  set  in  a  double  block  bounded  by  Van  Hess,  McAllister,  Franklin, 
and  Grove  Streets,  and  faces  City  Uall  across  Van  Ness  Avenue. 

The  Opera  House  la  erected  on  a  steel  frme  with  reinforced  concrete  floors  arid 
%mlls»  It  Is  clad  in  terra  cotta  that  simulates  the  granite  used  In  its  base, 
steps,  and  colimins*  The  building  is  generally  rectangular  in  shape, . except  for 
a  high  scenery  loft  at  the  rear  and  two  staircase  wings  that  project  from  thi 
sides  so  near  the  front  that  they  appear  to  be  part  of  the  main  facade*  There 
are  four  principal  atorlaa  above  ground  and  a  leaded  copper  mansard  rcof» 
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Tha  building  is  a  rather  severe  example  of  the  Beaux  ^ts  style  with  deeoration 
anQirellng  the  building  at  all  levels.  The  ground-floor  base  is  deeply  rusticated 
and  eut  with  ranges  of  arches.  The  2-story  superstructure  has  a  rusticated  wall 
of  lower  definition  and  the  same  ranges  of  arches  everywhere  eKcept  the  front 
facade,  which    is   more    elaborate.     The    attic    is    set    back   behind   a  balustrade. 

The  principal  forward  facade  en  Van  Ness  Is  reached  by  a  series  of  long  granite 
ateps.  It  contains  seven  arches  in  the  base,  glazed  and  fitted  with  handsome 
bronze  and  iron  frmes.  In  the  superstructure ^  eight  pairs  of  large  free-standing 
fluted  Doric  colmnns  rise  above  the  piers  between  the  arches  below  and  flank  seven 
arches  recessed  just  behind  them. 

The  Court  and  Grove  Street  sides  of  the  Opera  House  consist  of  rusticated  walls 
with  ten  arches  ranged  across  each  tier  from  the  staircase  wings  to  the  rear  of  the 
building*     The  Grove  Street  side  has  a  marquee  that  runs  the  length  of  the  building* 

The  rear  of  the  Opera  House  is  dominated  by  a  large  arch  that  cuts  through  the  base 
Md  superstructure  and  two  smaller  arches  on  both  sides  in  each  tier. 

The  main  Van  Ness  Avenue  entrances  open  into  a  simple  vaulted  vestibule  which  leads 
into  a  grand  foyer  across  the  front  of  the  building.  Corridors  run  off  along  the 
mLdmrn  of    the    building.      This    plan    is    roughly    repeated    on    the    higher  levels. 

Other  than  the  concert  hall,  the  ground-level  foyer  is  the  most  highly  decorated 
Mom.     The  blue  and  gold  bronzed-lron  light  fixtures  resemble  those  in  City  Hall. 

The  main  hall  is  given  a  sense  of  splendor  by  Its  Classical  detailing.  The  side 
^alls  reflect  the  exterior,  with  a  rusticated  base  carrying  a  superstructure  of 
high  arches.  The  arches  are  latticed  and  hung  with  drapes ^  which  originally  camou- 
flaged organ  pipes  but  now  house  stage  lights,  A  magnificent  aliaainum  sunburst 
ehandelier  hangs  from  the  center  of  the  large  smooth  oval  surface  of  the  ceiling. 
A.  massive  proscenium  arch  at  the  stage  features  statuary  groups  by  Edgar  Walter  in 
the  spandrels . 

The  seats  (3302  with  300  standing)  are  arranged  more  like  a  movie  theater  than  a 
traditional  opera  house,  with  two  large  balconies  suspended  directly  from  wall  to 
wmll.    There  is  only  one  horseshoe  section  of  box  reating, 

riie  west  end  of  the  Opera  House  contains  dressing  rooms  and  offices  on  all  levels. 

The  exterior  of  the  Veterans  Building  is  virtually  identical  to  the  Opera  House. 
The  building  sits  on  higher  ground,  however,  and,  in  order  to  be  at  the  same  level 
the  Opera,  is  approached  by  a  shorter  flight  of  steps.  The  superstructure 
recedes  to  a  longer  open  vestibule  than  in  the  Opera  House.  Instead  of  a  scenery 
loft  and  high  central  arch  on  the  rear,  there  are  seven  arches  across  both  the  base 
and  superstructure. 
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The  interior  of  the  Vatersns  Building  is  like  a  small  opera  hO"asa  with  a  muaaum 
(the  San  Francisco  Musem  of  Modem  tot)  atop  it.  The  Herbs t  (iormerly  Veterans) 
Audit  or  iim  occupies  the  center  of  the  building  on  the  lower  three  atories.  A 
corridor  encircles  the  auditorium  on  each  floor  and  opens  into  offices  and  meeting 
rooms  on  Its  outer  sides*  The  museum  is  organized  in  the  SMe  way,  around  a  central 
2^Story  skylit  sculpture  court  (now  closed  off  and  used  as  a  movie  theater)  ,  likewise 
surrounded  by  a  corridor ^  which  opens  into  exhibit  rooms  on  the  outside. 

The  principal  entrance  opens  onto  Van  Ness  Avenue*  Behind  the  end  arches  in  the 
base  of  the  facade  are  veterans'  groups  offices  to  the  south  and  the  musem  bookstore 
to  the  north.  In  the  projecting  southern  wing j  a  Trophy  Gallery  leads  to  a  Souvenirs 
Gallery  I  and  in  the  similar  northern  wing  are  elevators  to  the  musemn* 

The  Herbst  Auditorium  is  stoilar  to  the  main  hall  of  the  Opera  House,  but  is  smaller 
and  has  more  subdued  detailing*  It  holds  1,100  people  and  had  only  one  balcony 
until  box  seats  were  added  in  1978-  The  arches  of  its  side  walls  contain  eight 
giant  murals  by  British  artist  Frank  Brangwyn  depicting  earth,  air,  fire,  and  waCer 
and  their  benefits  to  himanity*  The  murals  originally  hung  in  one  of  the  demolished 
Panama—Pacific  international  Exposition  structures «  They  were  installed  in  the 
Herbst  at  the  time  of  the  building's  construction*  The  celling  of  the  Herbst  is 
irregularly  cofferedi  a  traditional  bronze  chandelier  hangs  from  its  center.  The 
chamber  retains  its  essential  appearance  as  of  the  time  the  United  Nations  Charter 
was  signed  in  it* 

In  1971,  the  third^floor  offices  were  turned  over  to  the  museim  by  the  veterans 
for  use  as  offices  and  classrooms.  Minor  renovations  were  then  carried  out  in 
various  parts  of  the  building. 

Today,  both  the  Veterans  Building  and  the  Opera  House  continue  to  serve  the  func- 
tions for  which  they  were  built.  The  Opera  House  is  the  permanent  residence  of  the 
San  Francisco  Opera »  Ballet,  and  Symphony  and  hosts  other  cultural  event.^.  The 
Veterans  Building  houses  both  veterans  groups  and  the  San  Francisco  Museum  of 
Modern  Art*  A  recent  proposal  by  the  musema  to  expand  by  removing  the  Herbst 
Auditorium  has    sparked   discussion.     The    resolution   of   this    issue    is  uncertain* 

Memorial  Court  (1936) 

The  War  btemorlal  Court  occupies  the  area  between  the  Opera  House  and  the  Veterans 
Building*  It  is  enclosed  on  its  open  sides  by  blue  and  gold  ornamental  iron  fencing 
that  runs  between  the  two  buildings.  The  court  is  a  central  lawn  encircled  by  a 
sidewalk  lined  with  box  hedges  and  sycraore  trees  and  lighted  by  ornamental  Iron 
lamps  • 
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Exposition  (Clvle)  Asaditorltm  (1915) 

Exposition  Audltotlu^m  (99  Grove  Scraat)  fills  the  block  boutidftd  by  Groves  Lmrklnj 
HayaSi  and  Polk  Str^sets  and  faces  the  Clvle  Cent«  Fla^a  Iroff  south  actors 
Grove.  Ics  four  mto  x'les  are  erected  on  a  steel  frame  olad  in  graygtanlte  on  th^ 
main  facade  and  bric^^lc  on  the  sides  and  rear-  The  Audltorlui^  Iq  dislgned  In  th^ 
Beaux  Arts    style    v^tth    elements    of    both    the    French    and    Italiiit  Renaisasnce, 

The  main  facade  la  ^=^metrically  arranged  with  a  dominant  central  fiature  f lankeci 
hy  advancing  pavllio^na  and  receding  wings*  The  2^stQry  base  is  tyitlcated*  The 
suparstruature  abovs  contains  pedimented  windows,  except  in  the  central  feature 
where  three  large  atc^lies  reach  through  both  tiers  *  A  cornice  ^aps  Elii  suparstruc^ 
ture  and  a  false  att^^e  rises  above  It  over  the  three  central  plan^si 

The  three  high  arche^^  in  the  central  feature  rise  between  four  piiu  In  the  base 
level  j  and  four  pai^^e  of  engaged  Doric  colwns  which  stand  on  the  piers  in  the 
superstructure*  The  rusticated  base  Is  divided  by  a  long  woode^  iirquee  covered 
with  copper  iheetlngfes 

The  rusticated  bassS  ©f  the  projecting  pavilions  on  either  sld^  of  the  central 
feature  contain  larg^^  showcase  windows  In  tiia  ground  floor  vlth  pilrs  of  small 
windows  abova  tham»  The  cornice  of  the  bL^^  sits  on  two  pairs  of  brackets  whiah 
frame  the  windows  of  the  second  floor  banenfai  it,  and,  at  the  ^aQetiie,  serves  as 
a  base  for  tvro  paiirs  of  free-standing  Doric  columns  in  the  diape^stmoture «  Eaah 
pair  of  columns  eKtaik-i^s  through  the  heavy  cornice  of  the  fourth  flocnith  festoonad 
urns  on  granite  basa^  . 

The  reeadlog  wlngS  the  ground  level  contain  plainly  framed  ^oorsthat  match  the 

showcase  windows  In  ^^he  adjacent  piers.  Windows  In  the  third  f Icsi:  have  rounded 
pediments  and  balusCE— ^ded  balconies  on  brackets , 

The  sides  mnd  rear  the  Audit  or  iw  are  brick  except  for  granite  eiiili  features  otx 

Folk  and  Lmrkln,  artfi^^^d  the  corner  from  the  main  facade «  The  reat  facade  contains 
five  planes  reflactlrM^  those  of  the  front-  The  central  feature  ccntalns  two  high 
iervice  doors. 

A  remodeling  of  thm  l^uilding  In  1964  resulted  in  minor  eKCerlor  aUiratlons ,  In*^ 
eluding  a  slight  ^sct^^nsion  of  the  msternmost  pier  In  the  ceUtrU  fiature  of  th€ 
main  facade  to  accofti^^odate  the  principal  escalator  to  Brooks  Hall^  the  urderground 
exhibition  hall  undi^^  the  Civic  Center  Flaza;  and  eKtenslon  of  the  projecting 
pavilions  on  the  re^r      toward  the  sides. 

The  principal  audlto^^ium  Is  reached  through  entrances  at  the  bali  @f  the  high 
arches,  and  two  aacoi^adary  halls  through  doorways  In  the  receding  vingi.  Seating 
capacity  is  7,800  in  the  large  auditorium  and  900  in  the  aicie  lialU.  Nineteen 
smaller  conference  rov^ms  each  hold  30  to  12i  people* 
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Thara  have  baen  savaral  Intarlor  ranovstlons*  In  1921,  G,  Albart  Lansburgh  altarad 
tha  main  hall  for  uaa  by  tha  San  Franelseo  Opata,  adding  a  canopy  which  lowared  the 
celling.  Aftar  the  Opera  House  was  completed  in  1932,  the  Auditorium  was  again 
remodalad,  obseurlng  the  open  metal  trusswork  of  the  main  hall  with  huga  canvas 
murals  and  a  forest  of  chandeliers,  A  further  renovation  by  Wurster,  Bernardi,  and 
amaona,  and    Skidmoras    OwingSj    and   Merrill   modernised    the    interior    in  1961-64. 

The  principal  uae  of  the  Auditorium  is  for  conventions.  Until  the  1960a  renovation , 
however,  departments  of  the  city  government  used  the  upper  floors. 

Public  Library  (1916) 

The  San  Francisco  Public  Library  (200  Larkin  Street)  occupies  all  but  tha  northeast 
corner  of  the  block  bounded  by  Larkin,  Hydeg  Fulton,  and  McAllister  Streets.  The 
library  is  erected  on  a  steel  frame  clad  in  gray  granite |  it  is  shaped  somewhat 
like  a  giant  "F"  with  a  square  main  building  and  an  ell  continuing  the  south  facade 
the  full  length  of  the  Fulton  Street  frontage.  The  Larkin  and  Fulton  Street  sides 
are  the  principal  facades,  and  together  with  the  end  of  the  ell  on  Hyde  and  a  flat 
pavilion  around  the  corner  from  Larkin  on  McAllister  Street,  are  treated  in  Italian 
Renaissance  style.  The  remainder  of  the  McAllister  Street  facade  is  more  simply 
expressed.  The  other  exterior  walls,  on  the  north  and  east,  largely  behind  the 
annex  (a  temporary  building  that  occupies  the  northeast  corner  of  the  library 
block),  and  the  two  Interior  light  courts,  are  ordinary  brick. 

The  ornamental  facades  consist  of  a  rusticated  basement  crowned  by  a  belt  course 
and  surmounted  by  a  high  story  consisting  of  projecting  corner  pavilions  Joined  by 
ranges  of  graceful  arches.  Over  all  is  a  high  entablature  which  forms  the  well  of 
the  top  story. 

The  main  facade  faces  the  City  Hall  over  the  Plaza  across  Larkin  Street.  Three 
large  central  doorways  on  the  ground  floor  are  flanked  by  two  large  rectangular 
windows  cut  into  the  rusticated  wall  on  either  side.  There  are  seven  plainly 
molded  arches  in  the  superstructure,  those  at  either  end  belonging  to  flat  pavilions 
framed  by  pairs  of  Doric  pilasters.  Under  tha  end  sills  are  pairs  of  tablets  on 
which  are  inscribed  the  names  of  famous  authors.  Between  the  pavilions  are  five 
more  arches,  recessed  together  behind  a  row  of  free-standing  Ionic  columns,  the 
basas  of  which  are  linked  by  a  low  balustrade.  Each  arch  features  a  a  giant  cement 
figure  on  a  pedestal.  On  the  third  floor,  cut  in  a  great  panel,  is  a  legend  Identi- 
fying and  dedicating  the  library. 

The  side  facade  on  Fulton  Street  is  a  simplified  variation  of  the  Larkin  facade. 
The  ground  floor  has  a  single  central  ornamental  doorway  flanked  by  six  windows  on 
each  side. 
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Thm  and  of  the  all  on  Hyde  Straac  and  the  weat  and  of  the  McAllister  Straat  facade 
ara  axact  restataaants  of  the  pavilion  ands  of  tha  aaln  facada.  The  remainder  of 
the  HeAlllster  Straat  (nDrth)  faeade  consists  of  savanteen  high  narrow  raatangular 
bays  separated  by  slmpla  piers  and  rafleoes  tha  library  stacks  on  the  intarlor. 

Tha  principal  ornmantal  public  spacas  are  thosa  which  constitute  a  ceremonial 
prograssion  and  tha  two  main  raading  rooms.  Tha  public  spaces  ata  grouped  along 
tha  Urkin  ani  Fulton  Street  sides  antt  In  the  ceatar  of  the  building.  The  caremon^^ 
lal  spaced  ate  espacially  notaworthy  and  form  the  distinctive  architactural  faatura 
of  the  library,  Frm  an  elaborat^i^y  ornuenCed  %ntraace  vestibule,  the  viaw  is 
clear  through  a  succasslon  of  magnificant  ceresonial  spaces  up  a  fomal  staircasa 
to  an  enclosed  landing,  skylighted  draaaticaliy  from  the  sldas.  and  to  tha  main 
room  on  the  second  floor.  From  the  staircase  araa  ^nd  frra  tha  main  room  thara  is 
ready  access  to  two  other  principal  raading  rooms  of  the  library,  which  connect  to 
smaller  and  lass  imposing  public  rooms  on  tha  first  and  third  floors.  Tha  stacks 
ara  on  the  HcAlllster  Straat  side*  Large  Intarior  courts  for  light  and  air  are  to 
either  sida  of  the  central  main  roM* 

Tha  main  raading  room  is  monumental*  It  is  iS  faat  square  and  42  feet  high  and 
contains  larga  scaled  features  slAilar  to  thosa  on  the  building's  exterior.  Tha 
antrance  and  three  other  huge  archas,  one  on  aach  wall,  are  framed  in  a  plain 
molding  carriad  on  giant  fraa^standing  Ionic  colimns .  Tha  rnom  was  originally 
called  the  "dalivery  room,"  but  now  houses  card  catalogs  and  information  sarvices. 

Tha  two  other  large  raading  rooms  also  hsva  special  decorative  traatmant.  The 
Literatura  and  Philosophy  reading  room ^  originally  a  genaral  reading  room,  off  the 
main  room,  runs  almost  tha  entire  length  of  tha  Fulton  Straat  facade.  The  History 
and  Social  Science  reading  roOB»  off  the  staircase  area  opposite  the  main  room,  was 
originally  the  Eafaranca  Soos|  it  runs  tha  la^th  of  tha  Larkln  Straat  side.  Both 
rooms  ara  modeled  after  aarly  Hanaissanca  halls.  Two  giant  murals,  one  in  aach 
reading  room,  depict  ^arican  nigration  from  itew  England  to  California.  They  were 
painted  by  Frank  V*  DuMond  for  the  Panau^Facif ic  Exposition. 

The  rest  of  the  library  la  relatlvaly  plain.  Most  of  tha  original  functions  of  tha 
rooms  ara  at  least  ganarally  tha  same  as  originally  intandad.  Only  two  rooms,  of 
lesser  importanca,  have  been  thoroughly  ramodaled.  The  Fulton  Street  antrance  has 
also  bean  closed  off  and  is  useo  as  an  office  area,  Tha  original  *'old  Italian" 
accessories,  which  still  predominate »  have  a  high  degrea  of  unity. 

Although  the  Library  is  in  aKCellent  condition,   in  racent  years  it  has  suf farad 
from  overcrowding. 
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Library  ABoejc  (1945) 

The  Library  tonex  (45  Hyds  Str««t)  .  a  "temporary"  structure,  occuple.  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  Library  block.     It  la  a  3-Btory  rectangular  wood  building.     Iti  flat 
white  wallB  are   completely  plain  except   for   rows   of   rectangular  window,  on  each 
4°"%a;o  ^^""y*  the  library  and   city  departments 

California  State  Building  (1926) 

The  State  Office  Building  (350  McAllister  Street)  Is  basically  rectangular,  occu- 
pying the  south  half  of  the  block  bounded  by  McAllister.  Larkln.  Golden  Gate,  and 
Polk  Streets.    The  north  half  of  the  block  contains  the  State  Building  Annex  (1957) 
which  is  about  the  same  size.    The  latter  structure  is  attached  to  the  State  Bulldlne 
In  the  center  of  the  block  allowing  the  buildings  to  function  as  one.  Visually 
however,  they  appear  separate.     (The  Annex  is   not   Included   in   this  nomination.) 

Thm  State  Building  la  6  storlea  high,  constructed  on  a  skeleton  of  steel  and 
sheathed  in  gray  granite  and  terra  cotta  slnulatlng  granite.  The  Italian  Renais- 
sance seyle  of  the  building  is  fully  realized  on  the  long  main  facade,  which  faces 
across  McAllister  Street  to  the  Civic  Center  Plaza,  and  on  the  ends  of  the  main 
forward  section  of  the  building.  A  rear  section,  set  back  from  Polk  and  Larkin 
Streets,  Is  treated  more  simply. 

The  entire  main  facade  is  lightly  rusticated.  It  Is  broken  up  into  a  high  3-story 
base  surmounted  by  a  2-8tory  superstructure  of  glazed  arches  and  pedimented  windows 
with  a  simple  top-floor  entablature.  The  most  Interesting  feature  of  the  facade  is 
the  entrance  motif  with  three  high  arches,  in  the  center  of  the  base,  which  open 
onto  an  air-vaulted  vestibule.  To  either  side  of  the  arches  are  nine  simple  rectan- 
gular windows  evenly  spaced  across  the  facade  on  each  floor.  Three  elaborate 
framed  doorways  enter  the  building  from  the  vestibule. 

The  second  level  is  dominated  by  thirteen  glazed  arches  marked  with  v^-assolrs. 
Between  the  arches  are  twelve  vertical  pairs  of  rectangular  windows  vlth  simple 
pediments  over  larger  lower  windows  and  vertical  panels  over  the  uoper  ones.  Above 
each  arch  and  pair  of  windows.  In  the  eatablature,  Is  a  small  rectangular  window. 

The  sides  are  treated  like  the  main  facade  with  three  windows  on  each  floor  in  the 
base  J  a  central  glazed  arch  and  two  flanking  vertical  pairs  of  windows  with  adjacent 
pilasters  in  the  second  level;  and  three  plain  windows  with  panels  in  the  entabla- 
cure  • 

The  other  public  wall  surfaces  are  simplified  versions  of  the  main  facade.  There 
are  three  rectangular  windnws  in  each  floor  of  the  rear  sections  which  face  on 
Larkln  and  Polk  Streets.  The  treatment  of  the  base  is  identical  to  other  base 
areas,  but  the  superstructure  is  only  ornamented  with  pediments  over  the  two  out- 
side windows  on  the  third  floor. 
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The  hmck  of  Che  building  was  originally  adorned  like  the  rear  aides  wich  four 
windows  aaross  from  either  end  and  brisk  in  between.  Now  only  cwo  windows  at  eaah 
level  are  enposed;  everything  else  between  has  been  cut  out  for  the  eonnneccion 
beCtreen  the  old  building  and  the  Annex* 

The  interior  of  the  State  Building  oontains  a  functional  organisation  of  offices, 
whic  .  are  not  elaborately  decorated.  The  only  exception  is  the  2-story  Supreme 
dourt  room,  which  was  extensively  rraodeled  in  1956 « 

Federal  Building  (1936) 

The  Federal  Office  Building  (50  U«N«  Fla^a)  occupies  the  entire  block  bounded  ^  * 
U#H«  Plaza,  Leavenworth,  McAllister,  and  Hyde  Streets,  Xt  is  a  generally  rectangular 
building  with  a  large  central  courts  There  are  5  principal  stories  and  a  mansard 
roof  above.     The   building    is   erected    on   a    steel    frame    clad    in    gray  granite. 

Its  Classical  styling,  in  a  generally  French  Renaissance  manner,  is  fully  realized 
on  the  U.H.  Plaza,  Hyde,  and  Leavenworth  Street  sides.  The  McAllister  side  is 
treated  more  simply  but  still  has  a  Classical  quality.  The  U.H.  Plaza  side,  with  a 
long  colonnade,  is  the  principal  facade  and  contains  the  main  entrance.  Reen^.ranc 
corners,  at  U.N.  Plaza  and  Hyde,  and  at  U.N.  Plaza  and  Leavenworth,  contain  secondary 
entrances . 

On  ail  sides  there  is  a  2-story  base  of  rusticated  blocks  surmounted  by  a  higher 
2-8tory  tier,  with  an  essentially  smooth  background  wall  surface.  The  second  tier 
is  surmounted  by  a  simple  cornice,  above  which  is  an  interrupted  balustrade.  On 
all  but  the  central  section  of  the  McAllister  facade  there  Is  another  story  set 
back  behind  the  balustrade  and  capped  by  a  mansard  roof. 

The  U.H.  Plaza  facade  contains  three  high  arched  entrances  in  the  center  of  the 
rusticated  base.  Each  arch  is  glazed  and  set  in  an  iron  frame  painted  silver  and 
gold.  To  either  side  of  the  arches  there  are  eight  windows  on  each  of  two  floors, 
^ternate  windows  on  the  ground  floor  bear  massive  masks  of  Classical  faces  on 
their  keystones.  The  windows  are  paired  vertically,  with  the  second-story  windows 
being  smaller.  The  vertical  pair  of  windows  at  either  end  of  the  facade  is  set 
back  in  a  slightly  recedi^  plane  which  carries  to  the  roof. 

The  Hyde  aud  Leavenworth  Street  facades  are  identical  simplified  variations  of  the 
U.K.  Plaza  facade.  There  are  fourteen  windows  in  each  floor  of  the  base  with  the 
last  vertical  pair  at  both  ends  set  in  receding  planes  which  carry  to  the  roof. 
Giant  keystone  masks  are  set  over  every  third  ground-^f loor  window.  The  second  tier 
contains  a  single  vertical  pair  of  windows  flanked  by  free-standing  fluted  Doric 
columns  with  Doric  pilasters  behind. 
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Continiffltion  ^i— t  item  mutef 

Flaaklng  pavilions  on  tha  MeAllistar  Stregt  tmdm  ar^  identical  to  the  Hyde  and 
Laavenworth  faeadee  with  three  windows  at  eachUvel.  The  reoeding  central  station 
of  this  wall  contains  a  rusticated  base  with  a  lingla  slaved  arch  in  the  center* 
There  are  eight  windows  on  either  side  in  the  grDund  fioor  and  nine  windows  on  the 
seeond  floor*  The  second  tier  simply  contains  19  vertiMl  pairs  of  windows  with 
horizontal  panels  between  rhea*  There  is  the  gaie  regulM  entablature  and  balustrade 
found  elsewhere  at  the  top  of  this  seetlon  of  the  wall,  but  there  is  no  fifth  floor 
or  mansard  roof.  The  shape  of  the  central  cgun  reflects  that  of  the  eKterlor  of 
the  building,  but  it  is  faced  with  gray  industflal  briefc* 

The  interior  eontalns  identical  hallways  that  ineirele  the  building  on  all  four 
principal  floors.  These  halls  open  to  of  £  ices  on  both  eidas*  The  only  alterations 
in  the  building  have  been  behind  office  doors*  It  has  been  well  maintained  aid  is 
in  excellent  condition. 

Department  of  Public  Health  Building  (1932) 

This  building  (101  Grove  Street)  sits  on  a  teetangular  lot  at  the  northeast  corner 
of  the  block  bounded  by  Polk,  Grove,  Van  Ness,  and  Ivy  Streets,  It  covers  the  full 
rectangular  lot  at  ground  level,  but  has  a  Xigh  court  above  the  ground  level  at 
the  rear  of  the  building,  and  is  thus  a  ^'U^'  shape  ab»ove  the  first  floor.  The 
structure  is  of  reinforced  concrete  clad  in  gray  granite ,  executed  in  the  Italian 
Renaissance  style  on  its  public  faces.  The  facade  on  l^y  Street  and  the  west  wall 
are  gray  Industrial  brick*  The  principal  entranci  is  An  the  reentrant  corner  at 
Grove  and  Folk  Streets,  angled  to  face  the  Civic  Canter  PJ.aEa, 

The  ornamental  facades  are  decorated  in  two  principal  horizontal  bands  above  a 
smooth  granite  base.  A  2-story  lower  level  consiits  a£  a  rusticated  wall  cut  by 
plair.  rectangular  windows.  This  is  capped  by  a  plain  flmt  bilt  course,  above  which 
is  another  a-story  section  with  a  smooth  wall  mt  by  m  similar  configuration  of 
windows.  Mternate  windows  on  the  third  floor  ata  framed  by  simple  pediments  of 
voluted  brackets  and  slightly  projectlni  baleonlis. 

The  Polk  Street  facade  eontalns  seven  windows  mnly  spae^d  across  the  wall  at  each 
level;  there  Is  a  door  in  the  third  window  spaei  from  th^  Ivy  Street  corner  on  the 
ground  floor.  The  Grove  Street  facade  con talni  fifteen  Endows  at  each  level  with 
a  door  in  the  fourteenth  window  space  on  the  ground  f loot  and  alternate  pedlmented 
and  balconied  windows  on  the  third  floor.  The  reintrant  corner  at  Folk  and  Grove 
consists  of  a  high  arched  doorway  in  the  first  tm  floors  and  one  window  in  each  of 
the  third  and  fourth  floors.  The  third-^floor  nindow  is  framed  Just  like  those  on 
the  other  facades  but  with  a  longer  balcony^ 
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The  main  antranae  opeDs  Into  a  small  lobby  with  gray  marble  walls  and  floora.  Tha 
Qtoym  Bttmmt  ancranca  la  a  emallar  version  of  the  main  entrance.  The  parts  of  tha 
bullying  reaahed  by  these  two  entrances  serve  the  Department  of  Public  Health  m§ 
offices  j  laboratories  p  and  cllnlu.  The  Folk  Street  entrance  opens  on  a  smdll. 
plain  lobby  from  which  a  stairway  rises  $  leading  to  a  rear  section  of  the  building 
not  eonnacted  to  the  main  office  areas  In  front «  This  smaller  rear  area  was  orlgl^ 
nally  a  women* s  prison ,  and  Is  still  marked  by  barred  windows  at  the  rear;  It  noif 
Is  a  clinic.  The  rear  entrances  are  to  a  section  of  the  building  used  as  %hm 
Central  toergency  Hospital,  Interior  renovations  occurred  during  the  late  1930i 
and  in  1966. 

Civle  Center  FlaM  (1915) 

The  Plaza  is  bounded  by  Polkp  HcMllsters  Larking  and  Grove  Streets,  A  pav^d 
pedestrian  area  lln&d  with  flagpoles  runs  where  Fulton  Street  once  cut  through  ttie 
block  from  east  to  west.  A  long  rectangular  pool  sits'  In  the  center  of  the  paved 
area  with  rows  of  sycuore  trees  at  its  sides.  Park  areas  to  either  slda  b^b 
circimscribed  by  concrete  walks  |  a  central  square  lam  Is  flanked  to  the  east  Btxd 
vest  by  rows  of  olive  trees.  The  present  landscaping  scheme  dates  from  the  eai^Xy 
1960s  I  It  was  put  In  place  after  Brooks  Hall  and  a  parking  garage  were  coustrucced 
under  the  Plaza.  The  Plaza  formerly  was  similar  In  design.  During  World  War  IX, 
prafabrlcated  barracks    were    erected    In    the    Plaz&    for    military   men    on    leave  # 

Brooks  Ball  (99  Grove  Street)^  a  SO^OOO-square-foot  exhibition  area^  is  under  the 
south  half  of  Civic  Center  Pla^a.  The  hall  was  planned  by  Wurater,  Bernardlp  au6 
Emonsi  and  Skldmore,  Owlngs,  and  Merrill  and  constructed  in  1956^58 «  It  Is  cm-^ 
nected  to  the  Civic  Auditorlim  by  ramps.  A  parking  garage  (355  HcAlllster  Streec)  , 
crapleted  in  1960 »  Is  under  the  north  half  of  the  Plaia. 

Civig_  Center  Powerhouse  (1915) 

The  powerhousy^.  built  about  1915 ,  Is  a  small  squarish  building  In  the  northeaat 
corner  of  the  small  lot  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Larkln  and  McAllister  Streetai 
It  is  constructed  of  reinforced  concrete  and  has  exterior  walls  decorated  \H^th  a 
few  simple  Classical  details.  A  high  steel  stack,  supported  by  two  promlnaiit 
girders^  rises  from  Its  back  corner.  The  powerhouse  still  supplies  steam  heat  to 
the  entire  Civic  Center. 

Marshall  Square  (1870) 

Marshall  Square,  named  after  Jmrnms  Marshall,  whose  discovery  led  to  the  California 
gold  rush,  Is  the  block  bounded  by  Larkln ^  Fulton,  Hydep  and  Grove  Streets.  It  Is 
the  only  major  site  in  the  Civic  Center  plan  never  to  have  acquired  a  sizable 
structure.  At  present,  the  Department  of  City  Planning  (100  Larkln  Street),  on  the 
vest  side  of  the  block,  faces  the  Civic  Center  Plaza.    A  long  sloping  driveway  to 
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Department  of  City  Plannl^ju|ldg^ng  (USO  Hospitality  House)  (1941) 

JJin  ?iJ?o?''5"  i"^!^  H^'"  •  ;s!c^»plt.llty  House"  for  the  United  Service  Oraani^a- 
K  ^   in  1941.     It  served  t  =o   enLertaln  military  personnel  quartered   in  tfl^ 
l!ItoL  h.'ffHt'   "  "1°    C-t^ter   Pla.a.     An   Irregularly  .heped,  nat4oc.faa 

1-story  building  construotfld  on  *  *  wood  frame.  It  is  an  example  of  late  ModfraJ 
architecture,  with   atrlpa  Of    ^h^it.  blue    windows/  and    roLed  JrnS 

Although  It   was   only  intended   to    be   a   temporary    structure     It    remains  Tn  IIIa 
mjr'^  -ownership  was  t^nsferred  .o  the  ^"^^h^ 

The  Pioneer  Memorial  JJaMa_Lick^^amorlal)  (1894) 

TM«  i^f'J?*  fortune  to  erect  public  statuary  In  San  Francisco 

SiLvf      ?f  ""^^^  T  ^'"^  Happersberger  to  honor  the  miners  ,  trS|?a  ' 

cowboys,  sailors,  and  oth.r  piowft -rs  who  came  to  California  seeking  their  f o^t,  ^e  ' 

atL"bSr.n"  /•"'V  «f  8""Pinsa  of  ^r^L  "^SSry^:^^^^ 

ston.  base  and  four  projecting  pl._ers.     A  female   ■•California"   with  a  bear  mr  l^t 
feet  and  a   shield  and   appear   Jt^   her  arms    occupies   the    cent «1   oade-cai  ^ 
allegories  and  two  tablea,,  o„  th«  piers  are  enti^i  ad  ^^^/'^^  ^ 
^49      and    Commerce."    In  addition      there  are  four  bronze  relief  scenes .  Se  taJl 

0  ecfol'tSK  wSTt^SS^  ^^larS%S""^"^dr  ^^  ^^^ 

In  heroic  grouplnis.  ^    figures,  ordinary  people  doplctea 

United  Nations  Plaaa  (1975) 

the  ilvlfcentel^flllf 'if'.^S^'""""  toundlng  of  the  United  Nation,  in 

S«H         5  ?  "  ««n«^8ts  of  former  Fulton  Street,  between  Market 

Hyde,  and   Leavenworth,   biteen  M*^ket   and  McAllister,    which  have  been  co^verSt 

tSat  echo  '  "f*         '^""'^  "  ^'  P*^^^         b'^i^'^.  '^"^  granite  Sor^S 

that  echo  the  principal    MtariAg       of  the  Civic  Center  buildings.     The  archlje^ca 

Snr^''L''t;°'S'f  'f,-  -  ^-^^^J*"  Associates  r  and  LairS" 

Halprln  and  Associatas.     U.N.   PU^a   provide,  a  pedestrian  approach  to   the  civic 
Center  and  a  clear  view  f roi  Mafktft  -   Street  to  City  Hall. 
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iThiB  descrlpcion  coadenaei  Hlehael  Corbett's  deserlpfclon  of  the  CJvis  Ceatae 
thae  sppeaTS  In  the  NaCiQaal  Register  o£  Ustorle  Places  noBltiatlon  fen  (1976), 
He  drew  extenalvely  on  Buhlelpal  ■ourcea  cited  In  his  bibliography. 

2a  portfolio  o£  newspaper  Iteaa  on  ehla  question  la  available  for  tevtmrnd  will 
be  permanently  filed  with  this  noralnatlon. 
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i.  Signiffieanee 


p0piod  ArMt  ef  Signifi€ane#.^heek  anil  justify  hmlow 

prthisterie  drghaology^prthislOrle      X  cdrtimuhity  plinning 

140^149S  firehtology-histQrjc 

liO^lifS  agrigulture 

^  .  1800-1 6ii  X  drehlttcfure 

170CM179S  art 

1S00-1i9i  eommerce 

.^K,  1900-  eommunieatlons 


eanstrvatien 
teohomias 
tdueatlon 
tnginterinf 
tip^oratlon  stttlement 
Industry 
inventien 


land$£ap#  dr€hit6eture 
laif 

Mteraturt 

mtlltary 

musi£ 

philosephf 

politics  governminl 


ip#€iifl€  dates  1913-51 


Builder  Archit#£t     ^fultiple  (see  below) 


Statemant  of  Signifieanea  fin  m*  paragrapli} 


religldn 
setanee 
i€yiptyf# 
social 

humanitaflan 
thtattf 
^  transportation 
othar  (apt^itf ) 

(world's  fair) 


•  ^en  thm  shores  of  Che  Faolfle  are  occupied  as  che  shores  of  the  Atlaotlc 
now  are,  when  all  around  the  vast  arena  fomed  by  i^eflcap  Asia,  aod  Auatl^alla 
are  great  nations  of  wealth  and  culture ,  with  hundreds  of  Bostons  and  Baltl* 
mores,  of  Londons  and  LlverpoolSp  the  great  toerlcan  republic  would  scarcely 
be  satlafled  with  only  a  porter's  lodge  at  her  wescern  gateway. 

—Hubert  Howe  Bancroft  <  1907)1 


The  San  Francisco  Glvlc  Center ,  the  scene  of  events  of  national  and  Inteniatloaal 
Importance ,  Including  the  founding  of  the  United  Nations  and  the  drafting  and 
signing  of  the  post-World  War  II  peace  treaties  with  Japan ^  outstandingly  lllui^ 
trates  the  era  of  turn-of^the-^century  mmilclpal  reform  movMents  In  the  Italted 
States  and  early  public  and  city  planning  *  By  general  consensus ,  Its  archltectuta 
and  plan  are  regarded  as  one  of  the  finest  and  most  complete  manlfes  tat  ions  of  the 
"City  Beautiful"  movenent  In  the  United  States.  Henry  Hope  Kaadp  a  well^kiiQim 
scholar  of  Classical  archltectura,  has  called  It  "the  greatest  archltectutal  ensm^ 
ble  In  America."^ 

The  Civic  Center  also  embodies  the  city's  phoenl%-llke  resurgence  after  the  disas- 
trous 1906  earthquake  and  fires.  The  Civic  Center  remains  the  persanant  manlfasta* 
tlon  of  this  phenomenon!  It  shared  Its  origins «  however ^  with  Its  Slaaese  twlQ,  thm 
PanMa-Paclflc  International  ^position  of  191S.  ^position  AudltorluSy  In  thm 
Civic  Center,  remains  as  the  only  link  between  these  two  great  projects  and  the 
only  Intact  survivor  of  the  Exposition ,  one  of  the  most  notable  of  teerlca's 
World's  Fairs. 3 

The  "City  Beautiful"  Movement 

The  "City  Beautiful"  movement,  an  aspect . of  the  general  drive  for  municipal  reform 
that  sprang  up  In  the  18908  and  continued  after  the  turn  of  the  centuty»  Intended 
to  bring  order  and  beauty  to  American  cities.  The  national  Impetus  to  thm  movement 
was  the  World's  Coltmblw  EKposition  In  Chicago  in  1893,  called  the  "White  City"  by 
Its  admirers  for  Its  large  white  Classical  buildings  that  were  arranged  in  an 
orderly  manner  around  a  lagoon  In  a  "Court  of  Honor."  The  apparent  harmony,  clean* 
llness,  and  grandeur  of  the  White  City  captivated  the  teerican  public  and  directly 
influenced  urban  planners  and  architects  for  almost  40  years «  A  western  echo  of 
this  idealistic  spirit  was  expressed  in  Joaquin  miler's  novel.  The  Building  of  the 
City  Beautiful i  published  the  mmm  year  as  the  Chicago  fair.  In  which  the  hero 
pursues  a   visionary    scheme   to    erect    an   Ideal    city   athwart   the    Golden  Oata,^ 
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The  most  Imadlace  affect  of  the  City  Beautiful  mpvement  was  the  Imitation  of  the 
White  City  in  world's  fairs  that  were  held  around  the  country  in  the  next  two 
decades «  The  fairs  spread  the  Idaals  of  Classical  architecture.  Beaux  tets  planning p 
and  the  example  of  cpoperatlon  amoog  architects  for  greater  effect  In  an  ensemble  # 
But,  like  the  White  City,  these  expositions ,  which  involyed  multiple  structures 
and  elaborate  landscape  plans,  lasted  for  a  season  or  two  and  were  then  largely 
demolished* 

A  spectacular  and  wall-knom  longer-tera  application  of  City  Beautiful  prlnclplas 
was  in  the  revival  of  L*Enfant's  plan  for  Washlngten,  D*C.  More  charactarlstlc  and 
iri^despread  results  of  the  movement  were  city,  park,  and  civic  center  plans*  Many 
cities,  large  and  small,  cosnissioned  such  plans.  Of  the  number  prepared  for  major 
cities,  however j  only  San  Francisco's  civic  center  came  near  to  cpmpletion*  It 
originated  In  tand^  with  a  great  exposition  to  ^  held  In  the  city.  Both  were 
intended  to  fulfill  the  visions  of  San  Francisco's  ellta,  who  saw  their  city  as  a 
modern-day  FlDrence. 

History 

San  Franciscp*s  Old  City  Hall  crumbled  in  the  first  60  seconds  of  the  1906  earth-- 
quaka,  and  its  replacement  became  a  lively  public  and  political  issue.  That  struc- 
ture, on  the  site  now  occupied  by  Exposition  Auditorium,  had  been  begun  In  1872, 
but,  principally  because  of  corruption  in  city  govenmentp  was  not  completed  until 
1897,  at  the  then-phenpmenal  cost  pf  $S.7S  million* 

There  were  sufgestions  that  the  superstructure  or  foundation  of  the  old  building  be 
reused,  but^  by  the  end  of  1908,  demolition  was  under  way*  Those  who  supported  a 
new  City  Hall  would  eventually  join  with  other  efforts  to  promote  San  Francisco, 
Including  a    drive    to    erect    a    new   public    auditoritim    to    attract  conventions* 

Already,  In  1899>  Bernard  J.S,  Cahili,  with  the  encouragement  of  reform-winded 
Mayor  James  D.  Fhelan,  had  put  forth  a  Civic  Center  plan  that  came  to  naught.  Out 
of  office »  in  1904,  Fhelan  had  also  been  instrimental  In  the  establistaent  of  the 
Society  for  the  Improvement  and  Adornment  of  San  Francisco^  The  Society  invited 
Daniel  Burnhm  tp  provide  tha  city  with  a  grand  plan  and  ^  ^o  suggested  to  Cahlll 
that  he  revise  his  1899  plan.  (The  latter  plan  was  simil^^  no  the  tightly  grouped 
one  later  adopted*)  Burnhw*s  grandiose  master  plan  fo  .he  city,  Including  a 
Civic  Center,  was  ready  In  1905  and  wiis  delivered  from  th^  Tinter  the  day  before 
the  earthquake  on  April  IS,  1906|  it,  like  Cahlll's  plan,  languished* 

In  1909,  although  San  Francisco  had  hmmn  reconstructed  essentially  on  pre^yarthquake 
lines  I  Burnhn  was  asked  to  revlva  and  revise  his  Civic  Center  plan*  Willis  Folk, 
his  deputy,  handled  the  design,  placing  a  semicircular  group  at  the  corner  of  Van 
Hess  and  Market*     Stirred  by  what  he  conceived  to  be  tha  Impracticality  of  the 


358 


519 


Ufilted  States  S#p8rtm#iit  of  tt%m  Mmwlmw 
National  Park  ^rvlaa 

National  Register  of  Historio  Places 
lnventory--»Nomlnatlon  Form 

Cotitlm^tten  ^wm  ttam  nmibm  8 

plan,  Cahlll  revised  his  1904  schma  slightly  and  arguad  chat  the  Burnham/Polk 
propose!  was  too  expenglva,  dlaruptlva,  and  likaly  t©  be  dalayad  by  litigation. 
The  Burnham/Polk  plan  was  put  before  the  public  and  easily  defeated. 

These  confliating  views  of  the  form  the  Clvla  Center  should  take  beeame  linked  to 
plans  for  a  major  International  eKposltlon  to  be  held  in  San  Franclseo.  In  1910 
the  Panama-Paelflc  International  ^position  COTpany  was  foraed  to  hold  a  fair  In 
1915*  By  the  mld-sunmer  of  1911,  the  directors  of  the  company  had  decided  to  build 
an  Exposition  Auditorium  as  a  lasting  reminder  of  the  grandeur  of  the  Exposition 
and  as  a  permanent  contribution  to  the  city*  To  Justify  the  ^ditorlum  as  an 
Ixposltlon  expenses  its  conferences  would  meet  there  without  paying  rent* 

A  vice-president  of  the  Exposition  Company,  jMes  ("Sunny  Jim**)  Rolph,  ran  for 
mayor  In  September  1911*  A  municipal  street  railway,  the  Hetch-Hetehy  water  project 
and  other  civic  Improvements  were  parts  of  his  prqgram,  but  the  Exposition  and  the 
Civic  Center  ideas  were  its  cornerstone^.  The  Civic  Center  would  permanently 
exhibit  the  grandeur  which  the  EKpositlon  %rould  only  brlei \y  evoke.  They  would 
together  demonstrate  convincingly  to  the  world  that  Sm  Francisco  had  not  simply 
recovered  from  the  earthquake  but  had  become  a  thriving  and  civilized  metropolis  of 
international  importance,  Rolph  won  a  landslide  victory,  and  the  city  moved  forward 
on  both  projects. 

The  Final  Civic  Center  Plan 

After  Rolph 's  election,  steps  toward  planning  of  the  Civic  Center  and  the  con- 
struction of  the  Exposition  moved  quickly.  In  hopes  of  completing  at  least  the  City 
Hall  and  Auditorium  in  time  5or  the  Exposition.  In  January  1912,  the  board  of 
supervisors  endorsed  a  revival  of  Cahlll »s  Civic  Center  plan  of  1909.  The  issue  of 
its  location  was  turned  ovar  to  an  architectural  comnlsslon  under  the  aufipices  of 
the  Exposition,  including  Willis  Folk,  William  1.  Faville,  and  John  Galen  Howard, 
among  others;  a  clear  majority  chose  the  present  site. 

The  mayor  appointed  another  comlsslon  (John  Galen  Itoward,  Frederick  W.  Meyer,  and 
John  Reid,  Jr.)  to  select  a  final  plan,  oversee  a  City  Ball  design  competition, 
and  implement  the  plan.  Howard,  the  chairman,  guided  the  initial  stages  and  cam- 
paigned for  a  March  1912  bond  Issue  to  finance  the  Civic  Center  and  City  Hall. 
Spurring  public  approval  was  the  announcement  by  the  State,  just  before  the  election 
of  its  intention  to  erect  a  State  building  in  the  Civic  Center*  The  bond  issue 
passed  overwhelmingly  and  the  City  Hall  COTpetition  began  quickly* 

The  approved  Civic  tenter  plan,  then,  consisted  of  a  central  plaza  with  the  City 
Hall  to  the  wast,  a  State  Building  to  the  north,  the  Public  Library  and  an  Opera 
House  to  tile  east,  and  Exposition  ^ditorlm  to  the  south.  Four  corner  lets  between 
the  main  buildings  were  resarved  for  a  Health  Building,  a  Fire  and  Police  luildlng, 
a  Fo%^rhouse,   and  an  undetarmined  public  building.     The  use   of   the  site  of  the 
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present  Federal  Building  was  also  unspecified*  Narrow  strips ,  to  be  lined  with 
arcades  and  peristyles ^  were  also  to  be  acquired  on  all  properties  fronting  the  Civic 
Center* 

The  Panaina^Pacif ic  International  Exposition 

The  Panama-Pacific  International  EKpositlon  of  1915,  held  in  a  635-acre  site  in  the 
Marina  area  o^  San  Francisco,  wasj  from  the  viewpoint  of  scholars  who  have  studied 
the  history   of   world's   fairs,   a  notable   event ,5  ^   recreational    spectacle,  it 

presented  the  same  variety  of  amusements >  eKhibits,  technological  Innovations,  and 
spectacular  architecture  as  others  in  the  tradition.  The  "car  trains"  used  in  ^oos, 
for  example,  originated  there, ©  and  the  world's  first  indoor  airplane  flight  took 
place  in  the  giant  Palace  of  Machinery*^ 

World's  fairs,  though  they  have  their  lighter  side,  which  tends  to  capture  popular 
fancy,  can  also  be  appreciated  from  serious  perspectives*  Architectural  historians, 
for  exmple,  have  stre'^sed  the  attention  to  the  color  schemes  of  the  buildings  and 
plantings  and  the  use  of  soft  Indirect  light  as  notable  inn©vations  at  the  Panama- 
Pacific  International  Exposition,  They  have  also  noted  the  Exposition's  emphasis  on 
the  arts ,  rather  than  technical  sciences ,  that  would  have  been  expected  in  light  of 
the  primary  event  the  Exposition  was  celebrating,  the  opening  of  the  Panama  Canal. 8 

While  it  would  be  possible  to  elaborate  on  the  legacy  of  the  Panama-'Pacif ic  Inter- 
national  Exposition  in  terms  of  both  its  architecture  and  recreational  aspects,  which 
are  both  highly  significant,  such  a  discussion  would  conclude  with  regrets  chat, 
aside  from    Exposition    Auditorium,    no    structures    from    it    have    survived  intact. 

The  Palace  of  Fine  Arts,  by  Bernard  Maybeck,  a  structure  of  great  architectural 
interest,  survived  until  the  1960s*  Then,  however,  it  fell  prone  to  the  temporary 
character  of  the  materials  of  which  it  and  most  other  Exposition  structures  had 
been  built,  and  had  to  be  demolished*  It  had  won  such  a  place  in  the  hearts  of  San 
Franciscans,  however,  that  it  was  shortly  thereafter  reconstructed  (It  Is  not 
recommended  for  National  Historic  Landmark  designation  because,  while  important,  it 
does  not  meet  the  extraordinary  tests  required  for  the  National  Historic  Landmark 
designation  of  reconstructions.) 

Certain  tangential  legacies  of  the  Exposition  have  also  survived,  including  much  of 
the  artwork  in  the  early  Civic  Center  structures  and  the  great  municipal  pipe  organ, 
from  the  Exposition's  Festival  Hall,  which  was  installed  in  Exposition  Auditorium  in 
1917. 

Exposition  Auditorlwn,  however,  intended  as  a  permanent  contribution  to  the  city  by 
the  Exposition,  does  remain,  though  it  Is  in  a  detached  location  from  the  Exposition's 
main  site*  Exposition  Auditorium  is  the  link  between  the  two  great  events  of  1915  in 
San  Francisco,  the  Exposition  and  the  Civic  Center*  The  Civic  Center  would  grow  and 
endure  and  transcend  even  the  significance  its  planners  had  envisioned . 
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^mplamantatlon  of  the  Civic  Center  Plan 

John  Bakewell,  Jr**  and  Arthur  Brom,  Jr.,  designed  the  City  Hall,  while  Howards  Meyer » 
and  Reid  reealved  the  Expositien  Auditorium  Qomisalon*  ConstruGtion  of  City  Hall 
began  quickly.  In  April  1913*  and  of  iKposition  Auditorium  in  July  of  the  same  year. 
The  Auditorlinn  was  dedicated  on  January  5,  1915,  In  time  for  the  Exposition*  The 
Powerhouse  and  Plaza  were  also  finished  when  the  Exposition  opened #  The  new  City  Hall, 
on  the  other  hand,   was  not   ready  until   early  1916,   after  the  EKposition  had  closed. 

With  the  City  Hall  and  Expogltlon  Auditorium  as  anchors  and  the  approved  Civic  Center 
plan  as  a  guide,  other  buildings  were  added*  A  home  for  the  San  Franelsco  Public 
Library,  which  had  been  moving  around  in  various  temporary  quarters  since  Its  establish^ 
ment  In  1878,  was  constructed  In  1915-17*  by  George  Kelham.  World  War  I  and  the  sub- 
sequent  depression  delayed  further  progress  Into  the  1920s.  The  State  Bnildlngi  begun 
in  1920,  was  thus  not  completed  until  1926, 

On  the  other  hand*  the  proposed  arcades  and  peristyles  were  never  built.  And*  although 
the  builders  of  the  Orpheum  (then  Pantages)  Theater  planned  to  face  the  theater's  blank 
rear  walls  to  match  the  Civic  Center's  buildings,  a  never-resolved  dlapute  arose  over 
who  would  pay  for  the  facing*     The  walls  have  never  bean  faced* 

C^onstructlon  of  the  War  Memorial  Complex 


The  Civic  Center,  then,  as  it  was  originally  approved,  gradually  reached  virtual 
completion,  A  new  development  west  of  the  City  Hall,  the  War  Memorial  Complex,  expanded 
the  Center,  Completed  In  1932,  these  buildings  thoroughly  harmonize  with  the  original 
plan* 

Even  before   the  end  of  World  War   I,   a  memorial   to   honor   those  who   had  died  In  the 
struggle  was  proposed  In  San  Francisco*     There  was  great  public  debate  over  the  nature 
of  the  project,  and  whether  It  should  take  the  form  of  a  monument i  a  "living  memorial 
such  as  an  opera  house;  or  some  other  character # 

San  Francisco  had  been  an  enthusiastic  opera  town  almost  since  the  "Gold  Rushj"  but  It 
had  had  little  luck  with  opera  houses i  with  several  burning  down.  The  last  of  these « 
the  Tlvoll,  perished  In  1906.  Every  version  of  the  Civic  Center  plan  had  called  for  an 
opera  house* 

In  1918,  a  citizens'  group  revived  the  Idea  and  Invited  the  American  Legion  to  join  in 
support  of  a  War  Memorial  Opera  House*  Togather  the  two  groups  raised  substantial 
funds  and  gained  public  support*  A  prestigious  architectural  advisory  comlssion 
(Bernard  Maybeck,  John  Galen  Howard,  Willli  Polk,  Ernest  Coxhead,  G.  Albert  Lansburgh, 
John  Raid,  Jr*,  Frederick  Meyer,  and  Arthur  Brown,  Jr.)  drew  up  the  site  plan.  By 
1925  j  it  had  been  decided  that  Iroim  would  design  the  buildings  with  Lansburgh  collab- 
orating on  the  Opera  House. 
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The  scope  of  the  prejeat  required  far  movm  moQey^  than  had  been  raised  priva'fil.*"  ^/d, 
with  the  help  of  the  local  newspapers ,  a  bond  eleccion  was  approved  In  1927 ,  ^  *  fas 
4  more  years  before  construction  began j  because  of  disagreements  between  the  v^i.erans, 
opera  supporters^  the  mayor,  and  the  board  of  supervisors  over  allocations  funds 
and  space*  Construction  finally  began  In  the  suaaaer  of  1931  and  was  complete  in  the 
fall  of  1932, 

Although  there  were  sound  aesthetic  reasons  for  designing  the  two  buildings  of  the 
War  H^orial  as  a  matched  pair,  in  the  end  they  were  made  Identical  because  neither 
the  opera  supporters  nor  the  veCerans  would  consent  to  the  other  having  a  more  com- 
plete, costly,  or  magnificent  home*  As  the  Opera  House  was  the  more  complicated 
structure,  it  was  designed  first  and  the  Veterans  Building  derived  its  shape  and 
design  from  It* 

O^tjier  and  Later  Features 


Contemporary  with  the  War  Memorial  CompleK,  the  Department  of  Public  Health  Building 
was  constructed  In  1931-32,  under  the  direction  of  Smuel  Helman  of  the  City  Archi- 
tect's Office*  A  landscaped  Memorial  Court,  between  the  Opera  House  and  the  Veterans 
Building,  was  planned  by  Arthur  Broim  along  with  the  two  structures,  but  was  not 
built  until  1936,  from  designs  by  Thomas  Church* 

Construction  of  the  long^promlsed  Federal  Building,  also  designed  by  Brotm  (in  his 
capacity  as  an  architect  for  the  Treasury  Department) ,  was  begun  in  late  1933  and 
completed^  in  1936*     Its  addition  essentially  brought  the  Civic   Center  to  completion. 

Events  in  the  Civic  Cente^ 

The  beauty,  monumental  character,  and  excellent  and  varied  facilities  of  the  San 
Francisco  Civic  Center  have  drawn  important  people,  meetings,  and  events  to  it* 
Two  of  these  events  are  of  International  importance i  the  organization  of  the  United 
Nations  (1945)  and  the  Peace  Treaties  with  Jmpm  (1951). 

The  Itoited  Nations  Conference  on  International  Organization  met  in  the  Civic  Center 
between  April  25  and  June  26,  1945.  Heads  of  state  and  delegates  from  SO  countries 
attended  the  conference*  Organisational  details  and  the  drafting  of  the  United 
Nations  Charter  occurred  in  the  Veterans  Build lng|  the  Charter  was  signed  in  an 
S-'hour  ceremony    in    the    Veterans    Audltoriimi   (now   the   Herbst    Theater)    on    June  26. 

Ceremonial  events  and  speeches  took  place  In  the  Opera  House*  Concerts  and  public 
gatherings  for  the  delegates,  including  the  welcoming  ceremony,  were  In  the  EKposl'- 
tion  AudltorliBn.  The  Public  Library  provided  its  facilities  and  services.  The 
United  Nations  Conference  demonstrated  how  successfully  the  buildings  in  the  complex 
support  one  another  in  function  as  well  as  design. 10 
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A  little  mors  chan  6  years  later,  on  Septamber  8.  1931.  repreaenC.tiveB  of  49 
nation,  signed  a  general  peace  treaty  with  Japan,  returning  full  .overelgnty  to  her 
o  f  L    S    I"  "/  1  '""y-  "Wnquiahed  her  claims  to  terrltoriel 

outside  the  home    Islands.      In   a   separate   treaty   between   the    United    States  and 
Japan,  concluded  the  same  day,  Japan  grantad  the  United  States  permission  to  con- 
tinue stationing  armed  forces  there.    Both  treaties,  drawn  In  the  Veterans  Building 
were  signed  In  the  Opera  House.  "s» 

Nationally  Important  events  associated  with  the  Civic  Center  have  been  varied  in 
character.    The  Democratic  National   Convention  of  1920.   In  Ixpositlon  Auditorium 
at  which  James  M.   Cox  and  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  were  nominated  for  President  and 
Vice-President,  respectively,    helped    to    fulfill    a    key    role    foreseen    for  that 
structure.    City  Hall's  magnificent  domed  apace  has  been  utilized  on  state  occasions 
including  the  reception  of  distinguished  visitors,    such  as  the  Presidents   of  the 
United  States  and  French  President  Charles  de  Gaulle.    President  Warren  0.  Harding 
lay  in  state  there  in  August  1923.  after  his  sudden  death  In  San  Francisco,  as  did 
former  Mayor  James   Rolph,  the  leading  political  figure  behind  the  success   of  the 
Civic  Center,    in  1934.     He  died   while    Governor   of   California.     That   same  year 
•vents  associated  with  the  violent  San  Francisco  general  strike  swirled  around  the 
Civic  Center.     Later  events  have   Included  House  Un-American  Activities  Comnittee 
hearings  in  the  1950s,  in   City  Hall,  and  antl-Vlet   Nam  War  demonstrations  in  the 

Architectural  and  Aesthetic  Evaluation  of  the  Civic  Centar  yian  and  Buj^ldlngs 

Within  the  scope  of  tum-of-the-century  Classical  architecture  in  the  United  States 
the  San  Francisco   Civic  Center   contains  a  superlative  example,  in  the  City  Hall' 
and  several  fine  examples  of  the  mode.    They  cannot,  however,  properly  be  evaluated 
solely  in  Isolation.     Seen  in  the  context  of  the  Civic  Center  as  a  whole    and  in 
relation  to  City  Hall,  they  together  achieve  distinction,  if  they  are  Judged  on  the 
degree  to  which  each  enhances   the  group  without  distracting  from  the   City  Hall 
These  qualities  are  achieved  through  a  harmony  of   color,  materials,    scale  size 
texture,  rhythm,    and    style.     The   ensemble    is    a   monument    of   architecture  and  L 
triumph  of  early  20th-eentury  toerlcan  city  planning. 

The  Civic  Center  carries  out  City  Beautiful  planning  concepts  In  its  Classical 
style  of  architecture.  In  its  association  with  municipal  reform,  in  the  restraint 
shown  by  the  individual  architects  In  the  Integration  of  their  structures  Into  the 
Civic  Center  plan,  and  In  the  manner  In  which  the  Civic  Center  defined  its  Importance 
in  architectural  terms.  In  San  Francisco,  moreover,  the  Civic  Center  represented 
the  city  s  emergence  as  a  regional  center  of  national  Importance. 
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SaJ  LJ.    rf,«  *    1  "^^^"-^  «««d«d  ae  one  of  the  finest  exaaplas  of 

SuflJt^  ?      1?  .rchltectuM    in    the    llnited    StateB .      A   very  cons«v,ative 

building  for  Its  day.  it  la  within  the  tradition  of  American  capltol  buildlnga  such 
ILT    ;  ;  influence  of  tl^e  B.auK  Arts  revival  of  the  laroqua 

Ideal  and  tothur  Brown's  naaterful  and  Bcholarly  hand  set  it  apart.  " 

City  Hall  also  ■ervM  as  a  powerful  centerpiece  and  focal  point  for  the  civle 
conplex  With  the  dome  serving  as  the  end .  point  of  major  vistas  from  the  east 
.^i*.  "u*  "^^^in"'  point  o«  reference.  Although  not  the  first  building 
constructed  in  the  complex,  the  City  Hall  was  the  first  to  be  designed  and  all 
subsequent  buildings  have  deferred  to  Its  grandeur.  Every  oth.r  major  Civic  cln?er 
building  echoes  the  ■pirit  and  details  of  the  City  Hall.  In  such  general  matters  a. 
the  character   of  the  office  wings  and  in  such  detail,  as   the  rusticated  bases! 

IJ^.f^'^fl'  feature  of  the  City  Hall  is  Its  dome,  whose  exterior  ha.  been  described 
iLt  coherent   synthesis  of  the  European  dome  from  the  16th  to  the 

18th  centuries.  The  interior  domed  area,  with  Its  elaborate  detail,  its  ioaginatlve 
i^Lf"-;-'  "5^°*  Classical  elements.  Its  grand  staircase,  handsome  blue  and  gold 
metalwork.  and  dramatic  lighting,  is  a  magnificent  llroque  space,  comparable  to  the 
zinest  in  the  United  States, 

The  siting  and  design  of  the  War  Mimorlal  Qimplex  extended  the  Civic  Center  to  an 
thfciti  •"hough  designed  15  years  later  than 

the  City  Hall,  the  War  Memorial  is.  nevertheless,  aesthetically  inseparable  from 
It.  The  auccss  of  the  complex  la  due  principally  to  the  designer  of  its  buildings 
—  also  Arthur  Brown.  - 

The  Planning  f  the  War  Memorial  was  masterful  in  terms  of  its  relationship  to  the 
tlty  Hall,  which  had  been  critlciged  as- being  too  short  for  its  block  and  in  need 
of  two  or  three  more  bay.  at  each  end.  By  lengthening  the  front  facades  of  the  War 
Memorial  buildings,  they  protrude  beyond  the  wings  of  the  City  Hall  and  permit  an 
imposing  view  of  the  War  Memorial  from  the  Plaza.  The  lower  scale  of  the  two  War 
^morlal  buildings  and  the  court  between  them  are  also  effective  in  highlighting 
the  City  Hall.  Viewed  from  the  west  end  of  the  complex,  the  War  Memorial  buildings 
focu.  the  view  on  the  dome  of  City  Hall.  j.uj.usb 

The  Public  Library  1.  an  excellent  example  of  American  Beaux  Arts  architecture  in 
the  tradition  of  Classical  Revival  luropean  and  American  libraries .   such  as  Cas. 

#  JS'  Library,  on  which  it  is  closely  modeled.    The  long  arcade 

of  the  Fulton  Street  facade,  with  the  colonnade  of  the  Federal  Building,  define, 
the  principal  planning  axis  of  the  Civic  Center  and  directs  Che  eye  from  torket 
Street  to  the  City  Hall  dome.  The  Larkin  Street  facade,  acros.  the  Plaza  from  City 
Hall,  reflects  the  design  of  the  City  Hall  in  its  main  features. 
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The  prinelpal  tmmum  In  the  Library's  design  Qompatltlonp  the  shmpa  of  the  building 
and  its  relation  to  the  others  in  the  Center,  elearly  illustrates  the  impact  of  the 
City  Beautiful  movement  on  an  individual  building-  Thm  winning  architect  conformed 
his  building  in  shape  and  uxterlor  decoration  to  Integrate  his  structure  with  the 
plan  of  the  Civic  Center. 

The  Exposition  Audicoriw  is  designed  in  a  very  traditional  Beaux  ^ts  manner  with 
a  multl^f aceced  facade ^  huge  bays p  and  paired  colimins.  As  an  aesthetic  element  of 
the  Civic  Center^  it  plays  a  unique  role*  The  other  buildings  defer  to  the  City 
Ball  and  reflect  its  rhythmic  and  Classical  qualities.  They  might  almost  serve  as 
the  base  for  the  dome  themselves  in  their  styles  but  the  form  of  the  Auditorium 
facade  echoes  the  features  of  the  dome  itself «  The  small  scale  of  the  Auditorium's 
details »  on  the  other  hand»  serves  to  harmonize  it  with  the  City  Hall  and  other 
buildings • 

The  Federal  Building  links  Market  Street  and  the  Civic  Center  visually.  The  unin= 
terrupted  rhytlmiic  colonnade  leads  the  eye  up  UsH,  Plaia  and  Fulton  Street  to  the 
City  Hall  dome*  The  reentrant  corners  and  the  frontage  on  U-H.  Flaza  (relative  to 
the  setback  Public  Library)  make  the  building  more  visible  from  the  Civic  Center 
Flaia  and  thus  appear  to  be  more  a  part  of  the  group* 

The  State  Building,  occupying  the  full-block  street  frontage,  balances  Exposition 
Auditorium  across  the  Pla^a*  The  masterful  handling  of  the  War  Memorial  complex 
brings  the  State  Building  into  relationship  with  the  other  Civic  Center  buildings. 

The  Civic  Center  Plaia,  as  the  central  feature  of  the  principal  grouping  of  Civic 
Center  buildings,  provides  views  that  emphasise  the  unity  of  all  the  monumental 
buildings  * 

In  the  1912  plans  for  the  Civic  Center,  in  addition  to  the  major  buildings  on 
blocks  facing  the  Plaza »  four  sites,  opposite  the  corners  of  the  square  that  would 
complete  the  Classical  wall  all  the  way  around  the  Plaza*  were  reserved.  On  the 
four  sites,  only  two  structures,  the  Powerhouse  and  the  Public  Health  Building ^ 
have  been  constructed*  The  failure  to  build  on  all  four  corners  is  due  to  their 
inclusion  in  the  plan  for  aesthetic  rather  than  practical  considerations. 

Of  itself*  the  Department  of  Public  Health  Building  is  a  simple  but  pleasing  exer- 
cise in  the  Italian  Renaissance  style.  In  Its  shape  and  orientation,  however,  it 
helps  to  fill  the  gap  between  the  Exposition  Auditorium  and  City  Halli  it  is  the 
same  height  as  those  two  buildings  and  mixes  their  decorative  features. 
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Thm  Architects  and  Advocates  of  the  Panama-Paelf ic  International  Exposition  and  the 
Civic  Center   ^-  — = — - — ^ 

Just  as  the  beauty  and  Importance  of  the  Civic  Center  is  diffused  among  many  ele- 
ments, 80  no  one  person  can  be  singled  out  as  having  presided  over  Its  development 
and  that  of  the  Fanama-Paclf Ic  International  Ixpositlon,  The  same  individuals 
were,  with  a  few  eKceptlons,  involved  in  both  projects.  Mayor  Phelan.  Bernard  J.S. 
Oahlll,  the  Society  for  the  Improvement  and  Adornment  of  San  Francisco  ^  Daniel 
Burnham,  and  the  supporters  of  the  EKposltlon  all  helped  mold  the  Civic  Center 
idea.  Mayor  Rolph  and  architect  John  Galen  Howard  were  probably  most  responsible 
for  winning  its  acceptance,  Arthur  Brown,  Jr,,  design^  most  of  the  buildings - 
llany  of  the  men  and  groups  were  Involved  at  more  than  one  stage,  and  some,  like 
Willis  Polk,  never  left  any  tangible  marks  of  their  influence,  yet  were  signifi- 
cantly Involved  through  their  support  and  service  on  the  various  commissions  and 
design  review  boards  that  participated  in  the  Center's  growth  and  the  building  of 
the  Exposltloti,  A  number  of  other  Individuals  deserve  credit,  because  the  architects 
involved  In  the  conception  and  execution  of  the  Civic  Center  were  an  exceptional 
group,  and  some  discussion  of  their  background  and  accomplishments  will  make 
clearer  the  character  of  the  Individuals  involved  In  these  achievements. 

The  architects  oi"  thP.  Civic  Center  were  well  grounded  in  the  formal  training  required 
ror  their  tasks.  Six  (John  Galen  Howard,  John  Reld,  Jr.,  (ieorge  Kelham,  Arthur 
Brown,  Jr.,  John  Bakewell,  Jr.,  and  G.  Albert  Lansburgh)  had  attended  the  I'cole  de 
Beaux  Arts,  and  three  (Howard,  Walter  D.  Bliss,  and  William  B.  Faville)  had  appren- 
Cleed  under  McKlm,  Mead,  and  White. 

The  Ecole  de  Beaux  Arts  in  Paris,  the  most  important  school  of  architecture  late  in 
the  19th  century,  purveyed  the  ideas,  irtilch.  In  the  United  States,  became  incarnated 
as  the  City  Beautiful  movement.  Certain  toerlcan  schools  and  East  Coast  architec- 
tural firms  provided  similar  training  and  promoted  many  of  the  same  Ideas.  The  New 
York  City  firm  of  Mciam,  Mead,  and  White  was  one  of  the  most  Influential. 

Arthur  Brown,  Jr.,  was  the  architect  of  more  buildings  in  the  Civic  Center  than  any 
other  Individual,  and  they  stand  out  as  the  finest.  With  John  Bakewell,  Jr.,  his 
partner  (1906-28),  he  planned  the  San  Francisco,  Berkeley,  and  Pasadena  City  Halls ^ 
the  Horticulture  Building  at  the  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition,  which  was 
a  domed  structure  larger  than  the  Pantheoui  the  Santa  Fe  Depot  in  San  Dlegoi  and 
many  buildings  at  Stanford  University.  Later,  he  designed  the  War  Memorial  Complex 
Federal  Building,  and  Colt  Tower  In  San  Francisco,  and  the  Department  of  Labor  and 
Interstate  Coraerce  Commission  Buildings  In  Washington,  D.C.'s  Federal  Triangle. 
He  served  on  the  architectural  boards  of  the  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition 
and  the  1933  Chicago  World's  Pair,  and  chaired^ the  Golden  Gate  Exposition  held  on 
Treasure  Island  in  San  Francisco  in  1939-40. 
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G,  Albert  Lanaburghi  who  assisted  Arthur  Brown  with  the  Opera  Houses  also  served  on 
the  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition  board.  He  was  principally  known  as  a 
theater  designer  for  the  Orphem  chain ^  and  built  vaudeville  and  movie  house  for 
the  company  throughout  the  United  States* 

George  Kelhamj  the  architect  of  the  Public  Library,  chaired  the  architecture  commit'- 
tee  of  the  Panama-Pacific  International  iKposltlon  and  designed  Its  Court  of  Plowera 
and  Court  of  Palms-  He  had  arrived  in  San  Francisco  in  1909  to  supervise  construe^ 
tion  of  the  Palace  Hotel,  for  the  firm  of  Trowbridge  and  Llvlr^ston,  Kelham's 
greatest  Impact  on  the  city  was  as  a  skyscraper  designer  In  the  late  1920s  and 
early  1930s*  As  much  as  any  person,  he  gave  definition  to  the  famous  skyline  that 
lasted  into  the  1960s*  His  most  prominent  buildlnga  are  the  Standard  Oil  Building, 
the  Russ  Building  (the  city's  tallest  from  1927  to  1964),  and  the  Shell  Building, 
As  supervising  architect  for  the  University  of  California ,  he  also  did  the  plan  and 
four  buildings  at  UCI^* 

John  Galen  Howard  chaired  the  advisory  board  that  selected  the  plan  for  the  Civic 
Center  (1912)  and  oversaw  the  early  stages  of  its  Implementation,  Although  Howard 
collaborated  with  Frederick  H,  Meyer  and  John  Reid,  Jr*,  on  the  Exposition  Auditor^ 
ium,  his  major  role  in  the  Civic  Center  was  that  of  advisor  and  persuasive  advocate* 
Howard  had  served  on  the  board  of  the  Pan-=toerlcan  EKpositlon  in  Buffalo  (1901), 
where  he  designed  the  prlze-^winning  Electric  Tower,  and  chaired  the  board  of  the 
Alaska-Yukon  Exposition  In  Seattle  (1909)*  He  was  also  the  architect  of  the 
Hearst  Memorial  Mining  Building  at  the  University  of  California  In  Berkeley  (1900), 
remained  to  plan  the  university  cmpus,  and  founded  its  department  of  architecture, 
over  which  he  presided  for  25  years.  During  his  tenure,  he  designed  most  of  the 
university's  new  buildings.  Later  in  his  careers  he  eat  on  the  committee  that 
advised  the  city  on  the  War  Memorial  CompleK* 

Frederick  H.  Meyer,  the  German-born  architect  who  shared  In  the  design  of  the 
Exposition  Auditorium,  was  influential  in  art  education  in  the  Bay  Area,  He  was 
most  closely  associated  (1907-61)  with  the  California  School  of  Artm  and  Crafts  in 
Berkeley,  which  he  founded.  He  served  on  the  original  advisory  board  of  architects 
for  the  Civic  Center  and  on  the  later  War  tomorial  board.  His  most  notable  archi^ 
tectural  achievements,  both  in  San  Francisco,  are  the  Humboldt  Bank  Building  and 
the  Monadnock  Building. 

John  Reid,  Jr,,  was  the  San  Francisco  City  Architect  (1912-28),  In  that  capacity, 
he  played  a  long-term  role  in  axecuting  the  Civic  Center  plan.  Aside  from  his  part 
in  the  EKpositlon  Auditorium,  he  laid  out  the  original  Civic  Center  Plaza,  made 
interior  alterations  to  the  Health  Building,  and  designed  a  large  number  of  the 
city's  public  schools* 
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S^SLfn  William  B.   Favllle  had  on.  of   eh.  most  prominent  and 

fail      Ik  .  FranciBCO  when  they  won  th.   State  Building  competition  in 

;f  Just  designed  the  key  buildlna.  ,t  the  Panana-Pacif ic  International 
Sfsf^J  #  r^"//  °f Fr.nci.co  comis.lons  included  the  St.  Franci.  Hotel, 
l^l  Califoroia,  and  the  Geary  Theater.    Virtually  all  of  th.ir  commia.ions 

are  extant,  except  the  Exposition  structures. 

Bernard  J.S.  Cahill,  an  Ei^lishman  who  can.  to  San  Francisco  in  1891  to  practice 
architecture,  prepared  the  first  Civic  C.nt.r  plan  in  1899.  His  1904  plan  as 
revised,  served  as  basis  for  th-.  final  design  of  the  Civic  C.nter.  He  sp.claliaad 
In  mausoleums  but  was  nost  influential  as  an  early  advocate  of  city  plannin-;  He 
also  invented  the  "butterfly,"  or  octahedral,  nap  projection.  '  ^ 

Several  contributors  to  th.  Civic  Center's  "decorations"  also  d.serva  mention. 
Jean-Louis  Bourgeois  assisted  with  the  interiors  of  City  Hall.  Paul  Deniville  who 
®  decorative  plaster  and  artificial  scone  of  City  Hall's  interior,  also 
did  Che  travertine  interiors  o£  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library  and  the  hug. 
Palace  of  Machinery  at  th.  PanaBa-Pacif ic  International  Exposition,  as  well  as  the 
Pennsylvania  Station  in  New  York  City, (Both  of  th.  l.tt.r  ar.  demolished. )  Thomas 
D.  Church,  a  nationally  prominent  landscape  architect  associated  with  the  "Bav 
Begion  Style,"  planned  the  M.Borial  Court. 


FOOTNOTES 

IClted  in  Kevin  Starr,  Anerlcans  and  the  California  Dream,  1850-1913  (Santa  Barbara 
Calif.!  Peregrine  Smith,  1981),  p.  294.   ~~     '  ©airDara, 

ZHenry  Hope  Reed,  Jr.,  The  Golden  Citv  (Garden  City,  N.Y. :  Doubleday  and  Co.,  1959), 

3The  bulk  of  th.  t.xt  of  this  sifnlficanc.  Btat.ment  has  been  edited  and  condensed 
from  the  exhaustive  presentation  of  the  Civic  Center's  significance  In  Michael 
Corb.tt  s  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  nomination  form,  which  will  not  be 
cited  further. 

*Starr,  o£.  clt . ,  pp.  288-293. 

Sjohn  Allwood,   The  Oreat  Exhibitions   (Londoni    Studio   Vista,    1977),    pp.  119-120. 

6polke  T.  Klhlstedt,  "Formal  and  Structural  Innovations  In  American  Exposition 
Architecture    (fh.   D.   dissertation.    Northwestern   Univ.rslty,    1973),    p.    I,  148. 

i«f?^  TT*'?S  Story  of  the  Exposition     (New  Yorks    Knickerbocker  Press . 
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^fot  axampl^p  KiUseadtt  o£,  clt.  ^  pp.  117  seq* 

^Sa©  William  H«  Jord3rp    toetieaa  BuildiBga  aad  Their  Architaets ,  val*^  3  (pgogges^ 
Siva  and  AcadaBic  Idaala  at  the  Tura  of  tha  Cantury)  (Gaydeo  City,  H*Y.i  Doubledayg 
1972),  pp.  275-291* 

10"frmaa  Talk  Fiaala  to  Charter  MepCioap"  Saa  Fganciacd  Gallt  Jmm  26,  1945, 
p*  1|  ""Tmua  in  S.F«  Today  for  Ooafaraaee  Gloia,"  ^a  Frrocisco  ChrQaiela ,  Juaa 
27  i  1945,  pp*  1  aad  4;  and  "Frogrra  la  Honor  of  the  Dalagates  to  tha^  Gohf  araaoe  of 
tha  United  Hatioas"  (San  Fraaaisaoi  Fisaai  Frintiag  C^pany,  1945). 
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VIBBAL  BQUKDAEY  DES€RIPTION 


The  area  geneKlly  meoBpassas  Che  pore  ions  o£  the  Clvie  Cencer  plan  of  1912  Chat 
have  been  built  up  with  struetures  in  the  ClassiMl  mode  substantially  as  envlsioaad 
In  the  plani  together  with  Karshall  Square  p  whieh  antedates  the  plani  and  the  War 
Hnorial  Complex  Just  west  of  City  Hall,  built  in  1931-32  as  an  extension  of  the 
Civic  Center »    A  precise  boundary  follows  I 

Beginning  at  the  south  edge  of  the  intersection  of  former  Fulton  and  Iieavenworth 
Streets^  the  boundary  proceeds  west  to  the  center  of  the  intersecti&;.  of  ^Iton 
and  Hydei  then  south  on  Hyde  to  Grove p  west  on  Grove  to  Larking  south  on  Larkin 
to  BmymUt  and  west  on  Ha^es  to  Folk  Street.  Xt  proceeds  north  on  Folk  to  Ivy 
Street  and  then  west  on  Ivy  to  the  western  lot  line  of  Block  Slip  Lot  1.  Thea 
north  on  the  western  line  of  the  Iqt  to  Grove  Street  p  and  west  on  Grove  Street 
to  Franklin  Street.  On  Franklin  Street p  the  boundary  proceeds  north  to  I^Mllster 
Street  p  east  on  HcAllister  to  Polk  Street  p  then  north  on  Folk  Street  to  the  northern 
boundary  of  Block  765,  Lot  2,  to  Larkin  Street ,  south  on  Larkin  to  the  northern 
line  of  Block  347,  Lot  8,  and  east  on  the  northern  boundary  of  Lot  8.  It  then 
proceeds  south  on  the  eastern  boundary  of  Block  347,  Lot  8p  to  McAllister  Street p 
then  east  on  McAllister  to  Leavenworth ,  and  south  on  Leavenmrth  ektended  to  the 
beginning  point* 
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CIVIC  CENTER 


San  Francisco  Civic  Canter  CMap  I) 
Numbers  md  letters  are  keyed  to  the  specific  buildings  and  sites  of  the 
San  Francisco  Civic  Center.    The  above  nwitoers  relate  to  the  order  in  whieh 
buildings  and  sites  are  presented  toiderv^iten,  7t  jCdeseriptionJ  and  item  i 
Cstatement  of  significance)  in  the  text*    For  exa^le,  10  is  the  War  Memorial 
Con^lexj  "a"  represents  the  Opera  Houses  "b"  the  Veterans  Building  Mid  "c" 


the  Memorial  Court. 
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San  Francisco  Civic  Center 


Property  Hap  Reference 

l^rahall  Square  i 
Pioneer  Memorial  la 
Department  of  City  Planning  Building  lb 
Parking  Ic 
Brooks  Hall  Ramp  111 
Civic  Center  Powerhouee  2B 
Departoent  of  Public  Health  Building  2D 
Exposition  Auditorium  3 

City  Hall  4 
Civic  Center  Plaza  5 

Brooks  Hall  5a 

Civic  Center  Garage  5b 

Public  Library  g 

Library  Annex  ga 

California  State  Building  7 

War  Memorial  10 

Opera  House  .  lOa 

Veterans  Building  10b 

HOTiorlal  Court  IQc 

Federal  Building  11 

United  Nations  Plaza  12 
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EipQiitlon  Audltoriun,  eenter  bthlnd  City  Hill 
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Sm  instru^tlens  in  How  to  CQmplmtm  Naitonsl  Rmgistmr  Forms 
Type  ail  gntr iet-^ompletc  applicable  sections   

1.  Nama 


Wm  nn  urn  «itf 
datemterKi 


historic     tei^itogton  lM,-\^ral^  HilltE^  an^us  Hietoric  Dlstrirt 

Sitt  of        Loiis^m  PuSdiaae^ 
and  or  common    Wttrt  Olynpic  (1904) 

2«  Loaation  

street  &  number        Miidall         ScMser  Boule^^zda 


not  for  p^ibllMlon 


elly,  town  wiinooiporat^ 

vicinity  of  Si 

•tale      Msaouri  gode 

29  county 

St.  Muis 

code  139 

3.  Olas 

isification 

Caiegenr 

^  district 
bull€ilng(s) 

 structure 

.  site 

.  ^  object 

Qwnerihip 

 public 

-  X  privste 
_^  both 

Pybllo  Aoquisltlon 

 in  process 

 being  considered 

Status 

X  occupied 
unoccupied 
work  In  pr^resi 
Aecessibia 

^  yes:  restricted 
— yes:  unrestrlct^ 
 no 

Present  Use 

agriculture 

 comnwrcial 

^  tducetlonai 

^   enteftalnment 

.  government 

 Industrial 

 mllttaiy 

 museum 

-_park 

prHrate  resident 
-.-^  religloys 

scientific 

transportation 

other- 

4.  Owner  of  Property 


name 


street  &  number     Lindall         SdjAm^  loulerarfa 


.  vicinity  of 


city,  town       St*  Louia  

Sp  Location  of  Legal  Pascription 


ststt 


mssomi  631Q5 


courtl^ouse.  registry  of  deeds,  etc,  RMOJdm  of  D^^^  St.  toulg  Gom^ 
street  &  number    Z?Q5  TOrg^  Boi^evard 


city,  town  Clayton  atate      mssourl  631QS 

6.  Raprasentation  in  Existing  Survays 


title  HlasQm'i  State  Historic  Survey 
date  1978 


^h^s  this  propeity  b^n  Mermlned  eligible?  yes     X  no 

_  — — ^JFederal  -X^  state         e^"*y  local 


depoiitory  for  survey  records      Departanmt  of  te-toraj^  ^^mimpj^   

  ^f£^ggnClfe._^_^_^^  state    .^^^^^  ^^^^^ 
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7.  Description 


 ^  good 

_fllf 


.  ruins 


Qhdeli  mnm 

^  .  ynaitered 

altered 


=^  original  tits 


date 


D«serib«  the  prsssnt  and  original  (if  knowrt|  physloal  appoaraneo 

Summary 


The  Washington  Unlvarslty  Hilltop  Campus  is  so  called  informally  co  distinguiah 
It  from  the  Medical  School  campus  elsewhere  In  St*  Louis. i  The  principal  part  of 
Ehe  Hilltop  Campus  forms  a  long  rectangle  bounded  by  Sklnker  Boulevard  on  the 
east  J,  Forsyth  Boulevard  on  the  souths  Mlllbrook  Boulevard  on  the  norths  and  Big 
Bend  Boulevard  on  the  west*  Additional  property  lies  to  the  south  of  Forsyth. 
The  eastern  edge  of  the  carapue,,  the  "frontyard^"  lies  In  the  City  of  St*  Louls^ 
while  the  bulk  of  the  property  lies  In  an  unincorporated  portion  of  St,  Louis 
County* 

Twenty  of  the  more  than  fifty  buildings  on  the  Hilltop  Campus  are  designed  In 
Collegiate  Gothic  style.  Forming  the  core  and  the  dominant  feature  of  the 
campus^  these  structures^  along  with  the  landscaped  open  spaces  linking  them^ 
constitute  an  historic  district.  A  number  of  the  buildings  are  arranged  In 
quadrangles. 

Unity  of  the_ Campus 

The  Collegiate  Gothic  buildings  at  Washington  University  were  designed  over  a 
SO^year  period but  present  a  remarkably  unified  appearance.  They  are  all  of 
red  granite  J,  laid  according  to  closely  defined  standards  established  by  James  P. 
Jamleson^  the  on-site  representative  of  the  original  architects  and  later  the 
campus  architect  himself. 

The  effect  of  these  standards  is  to  soften  the  feeling  of  hardness  usually 
associated  with  granite. 2  The  campus  forms  a  central  plateau  so  that  buildings 
along  the  edges  of  the  plateau  have  2  stories  toward  the  central  lawns  and  quad- 
rangles and  3  to  the  rear  or  outer  sides.  Only  Brown ^  Crow^  and  Umrath  Halls ^ 
along  the  edges,  do  not  have  this  grade  differential.  Rldgley  and  lads  Halls ^ 
and  Graham    Chapel,   In   the   center  of   the   plateau^   are  also   of   uniform  height. 

The  typical  building  is  a  long  rectangle  with  projecting  end  baya^  sometimes 
forming  wings  of  some  length  and  giving  the  building  an  H-shaped  plan.  Such  Is 
the  case  with  Brookings^  lads,  Cupples  11^  and  Prince  Halls  and  the  WomenU 
Building;  Umrath  and  McMillan  Halls  form  3=slded  courts.  Several  buildings 
have  central  or  corner  towers  and  turrets  rising  3^  4^  or  5  stories. 

Moldings »  string  courses^  and  decorative  features  are  of  limestone.  Roofs  are 
hipped  or  gabled,  covered  with  pale  green  slate  shingles  and  copper  flaihing, 
Windows^  set  In  limestone  frames^  are  grouped  in  twos,  threes,  and  fourSj  and 
varied  with  oriels  and  bays.  Wall  surfaces  are  articulated  horizontally  id,th 
string  courses  between  the  floors  and  granite  parapets,  sometimes  crenellated* 
and  sometimes  accented  with  false  shaped  gables.  Vertical  accents  include  but- 
tresses and  drainage  pipes  with  decorative  rainwater  heads- 
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Carved  llmestons  decoraclve  motifs  Include  bosses  on  string  courses  and  arehesg 
Gochic  or  ^nalsssnoe  plnnaelesy  niches  and  panels  of  blind  tracery ^  Inscriptions » 
and  enriched  doorways  and  centerpieces  utilizing  pllastarSi  strapwork,  garlands s 
and  other  motifs  derived  from  English  architecture  of  the  16th  and  early  17th 
centuries • 


A  frequent  motif  Is  the  University  coat  of  armSj  derived  from  the  family  arms  of 
George  Washington «  with  an  added  row  of  fleur-de-lis  representing  St*  Louis* 
Superimposed  on  this  or  shown  separately  is  an  open  book  with  the  inscription 
Per  veritatm  vis  ("Power  through  truth"),  the  University's  motto*  Iron  lanterns 
with  decorative  brackets  appear  on  several  buildings*  Chimneys  rise  from  outer 
walls  or  from  mid-roofs  sometimes  with  rows  of  octagonal  or  diagonal  brick  chimney 
stacks* 


The  interiors  have  fireproof  floors  consisting  of  steel  beams  with  concrete 
between  tbm*  Original  interior  walls  are  brick  and  ceilings  are  plastered  on 
metal  lath  attached  to  the  steel  beams  *3  Most  Interiors  have  been  remodeled  at 
least  once  and  have  few  distinctive  features j  but  certain  outstanding  rooms  are 
mentioned  below* 


Buildings  and  structures  in  the  historic  district  will  be  inventoried,  noting 
their  special  features  within  the  stylistic  frmework  just  outlined, 

EXPOSITION-ERA  STRUCTURES  AND  SITES 


Brookings  Hall  (1900)  (University  Hall  until  1927) 

Gothic-style  Brookings  Hall,  the  eastern  face  of  the  first,  or  east,  quadrangle, 
is  the  dominant  feature  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  campus*  It  is  15  bays  long, 
Incltiding  gabled  transverse  wings,  and  has  a  massive  central  tower  B5-  high*^ 
The  east  elevation  rests  on  a  balustraded  terrace,  dominating  the  view  doimhlll 
to  the  east,  while  the  north  and  south  outer  elevations  drop  to  3  stories* 
Entrance  to  the  main  quadrangle  is  by  means  of  two  flights  of  granite  stairs 
mounting  the  terrace  and  through  a  rib-vaulted  passage  through  the  tower*  The 
tower  has  turrets  at  its  four  corners  and  large  grids  of  stone-mullloned  windows 
on  both  west  and  east  faces.  The  east  face  is  surmounted  by  a  blank  arcade, 
while  the  west  face  has  a  clock* 


Busch  Hall  (19QQ) 

Busch  Hall,  the  south  face  of  the  first  quadrangle,  has  11  bays  totaling  291** 
The  entrances  are  In  the  end  bays,  which  project  slightly  to  form  towers  * 
Extending  to  the  east  and  west  of  the  main  block  are  shorter  wings  of  4  bays. 
Incorporated  into  these  are  arches  connecting  Busch  wlti?  Brookings  and  January 
Halls  * 
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MdRley  Library  (1901) 

Rldgley  filled  tha  west  side  of  the  first  quadrangle.  Though  eharter  in  length 
than  Brookings  (257'  vs.  325'),  Ridglay  has  17  bays.  In  contrast  to  tha  early 
16th»century  sources  of  Brookings,  Eldgley's  models  were  from  the  1630s. 5  The 
east  (quadrangle)  elevation  has  a  round-arched  arcade  along  the  ground  floor 
flanked  by  turrets  topped  by  crown  domes.  The  ceiling  of  the  arcade  is  composed 
of  wooden  beams  forming  coffers.  The  arcade  is  closely  based  on  the  Canterbury 
Quadrangle  of  St.  John^s  College,  OKford,  with  some  references  to  Nevlll's 
Court,  Trinity  College,  Cambridge. 6  The  center  bay  of  Rldgley  forms  a  Jacobean 
frontispiece,  with  attached  columns  flanking,  the  arch  below  and  the  window 
above.  A  central  wing  projects  108'  from  the  wast  side  of  the  main  block.  It 
is  1  story  high,  with  slK  large  windows  on  each  side  alternating  with  buttresses. 
The  Interior  of  this  wing  is  a  single  space  decorated  in  the  style  of  late 
17th-century  England.  Rldgley  is  connected  to  Duncker  and  January  Halls  by 
1-bay  vaulted  arches;  on  the  second-floor  level  above  these  are  heavily  decorated 
limestone  oriels. 

lads  Hall  (1902) 

Eads  is  attached  to  the  west  wing  of  Rldgley  Library.  With  that  wing^  it  forms 
the  south  side  of  the  second,  smaller,  or  western  quadrangle.  It  has  12  bays- 
The  end  bays  are  relatively  short  and  shallow  while  the  second  and  eleventh 
bays  form  gabled  transverse  wings.  Entrances  are  in  the  first  (from  the  west) 
and  tenth  bays.  Arthur  Compton's  Important  research  on  X-rays  took  place  in 
the  east  basement  of  this  structure. 

Cupples  Hall  I  (1901) 

Similar  in  massing  to  Busch  Hall,  which  it  faces  south  across  the  east  quadrangle 
Cupples  Hall  I's  detailing  is  derived  from  the  Renaissance  end  of  the  Collegiate 
Gothic  spectrum.  Sections  of  balustrade  are  incorporated  into  the  parapet,  a 
stone  centerpiece  with  a  sundial  rises  above  the  roofllne,  and  the  entrances 
have  pedimented  frames  carved  with  flowered  garlands.  Granite  arches  connect 
Cupples  I  with  Brookings  and  Duncker  Halls.  The  Brookings  arch  forms  a  vaulted 
chamber,  decorated  on  the  outside  with  two  stone  panels  of  figures  representing 
Architecture  and  Engineering. 

Cupples  Hall  II  (1901) 

Cupples  11  has   U   bays,  with  entrances  In  the  second  and  tenth  bays,  projeetlnE 
bay  windows  in  the  first  and  eleventh,  and  an  oriel  In  the  sixth. 
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Prince  Hall  (1901)  (LjRi^ett  Hall  until  1963) 

Prlnee  Hall  has  14  bays  Ineludlng  projecting  ends.  The  lawn  (north)  facade  has 
sacond^^f loor  oriels  but  no  doors «  The  south  facade  has  doors  In  the  wings  as 
wall  as  the  fifth  and  eighth  bays.  The  skyline  abova  the  parapet  on  this  side 
is  not  symetricall  there  are  triangular  gables  at  the  seeond  and  elevanth  bays 
(from  the  west)  and  f alse-^shaped  gables  at  the  slKth  and  thirteenth.  Prince 
Hall  was  built  on  a  30-  foundation^  but  the  basement  was  opened  to  use  only  in 
1948 J  when  a  terrace  was  built  along  the  south  elevation  and  a  court  excavated 
to  give  full  access  to  a  new  student  gathering  place  ^  now  a  library.  7  This 
courtyard  elevation  is  concrete  with  an  orange  brick  parapet. 

Karl  D*  Umrath  Hall  (1902)  [known  as  Tower  Dormitory  (1902-29)  and  Lee  Hall 
(1929-63)] 

Umrath  Hall  has  a  courtyard  formed  by  the  wings  extending  south  from  the  main 
block;  the  courtyard  is  now  closed  by  the  Mallinckrodt  Center  (not  In  the 
historic  district)*  The  lawi  (north)  elevation  has  15  baySj  including  the 
projecting  end  wings  and  a  3^story  central  tower  with  a  smaller  5-story  tower 
rising  from  the  next  bay  to  the  west.  The  passage  through  the  tower  has  two 
rib— vaulted  bayse  In  addition  to  the  central  arch^  there  are  five  doors  on  the 
north  elevation.  The  south  end  of  the  west  wing  is  a  S-bay  hall  with  beamed 
ceilings  Jacobean  woodwork ^  and  a  bay  ^ndow  facing'  south. 

Francis  Gymnasium  (1902) 

The  gymnasium  has  overall  dimensions  of  94-  by  181'  with  3  stories  and  a  base^ 
ment^  but  the  western  108*  (6  bays)  are  devoted  to  the  75'-wlde  main  hall. 
The  main  bulk  of  the  building  is  concentrated  In  the  east  elevation ^  which  is 
on  axis  idLth  Graham  Chapel.  This  facade  consists  of  five  wide  bays^  the  second 
and  fourth  of  which  form  towers.  The  prinelpal  doorway  is  a  broad ^  carved  arch 
closed  by  a  wooden  traceried  screen.  Francis  Gymnasium  has  recently  been 
renovated  as  part  of  a  new  Sports  Complex^  and  has  been  connected  to  the  modern 
fieldhouse  adjacent  to  it  on  the  north.  its  fabric^  however^  has  been  left 
essentially  intact. 

Francis  Field  (1902-03) 


Francis  Field  is  adjacent  to  Francis  Gymnasium.  It  Is  surrounded  by  an  iron 
railing  and  is  entered  by  a  monumental  gateway  which  is  its  principal  feature| 
at  its  east  end.  The  gateway  ¥ias  erected  to  commemorate  the  1904  Ol^pic 
Games.  The  gate  consists  of  four  granite  and  limestone  piers  supporting  a 
double  central  gate  and  two  side  gates.  The  name  of  the  field  is  worked  into 
the  Ironwork  arches  above  each  of  the  three  openings ^  and  historical  Information 
is  found  on  two  bronie  plaques  attached  to  the  central  piers. 
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Inside  the  gace  ^  the  field  is  equipped  with  bleachers  on  the  aouth  side  only*  They 
are  not  those  t^mmd  at  the  time  of  the  Olympics*  Both  the  baseball  field  and  the 
running  track  ^^ithin  the  field  have  been  shifted  from  their  previous  configurations* 

LATER  COLLEGIATE    GOTHIC  STRUCTURES 

McMillan  Hall  (X  906) 


McMillan s  perhaps  3  the  fullest  expression  of  Cope's  residential  quadrangle  aystem^ 
has  the  most  varied  elevation  of  any  of  the  Collegiate  Gothic  buildings  at  Washing-* 
ton  University*  It  surrounds  three  sides  of  a  grassy  central  courts  the  jfourth 
(south)  side  of  which  is  closed  by  an  iron  railing*  The  main  entry  la  through  an 
archway  in  the  east  wing*  The  passageway^  which  has  a  coved  and  wood^beamed  vaults 
Is  surmountad  a   S-story  tower ^   with  an  adjacent   subsidiary  tower   of  4  stories* 

In  the  west  wia^^  on  axis  with  the  entrance  pasaageway^  is  the  main  entrance  which 
forms  a  miniature  three-sided  court  of  its  own*  The  principal  doorway  and  window 
above  it  are  rJLchly  embellished  with  pilasters^  a  semicircular  balcony »  and  a 
broken  pediment*  The  somewhat  irregular  fenestration  facing  the  court  Is  surmounted 
by  a  total  of  feieven  gables*  McMillan  has  a  minor  wing  projecting  from  the  west 
side  of  the  couj^  t  and  another  projecting  from  the  north  end  of  the  eaat  aide  of  the 
court* 


Graham  Chapel  (1-^07) 

Graham  Chapel  serves  as  the  main  focus  of  the  central  portion  of  the  campus  and 
cloaes  the  axis  from  Francis  Gymnasium*  With  an  outline  similar  to  Kings  College 
Chapel  ^  Cambridge  ^  and  reminiscent  of  other  contemporary  collegiate  chapel??  ^  it  is 
also  key  to  escatolishing  the  stylistic  tone  of  its  area  of  the  campus -8 

The  Chapel  is  a  rectangle  measuring  121'  by  45%  with  turrets  at  each  corner  and 
attractive  carve^a  stonework  in  the  cornice*  The  structure  is  8  bays  long^  but^ 
tressed^  with  a  large  east  window  representing  the  dedication  of  Solomon's  Temple. 
The  main  facada  <west)  is  decorated  with  numerous  carved  bosses*  Inside^  the  beamed 
ceiling  reaches  ^9'  at  the  apex.  The  balcony  was  added  in  1946  when  a  pipe  organ  was 
presented*  9 


Newton  R.  Wilson    Hemorial  Hall  (1923) 

This  structure  Is  marked  by  limestone  buttresses*  It  presents  2  stories  toward  the 
lawn  (north)  but  has  a  moat-like  grading  that  exposes  the  windows  of  the  lower  level 
on  this  side  as  wall  as  to  the  south*  In  1977  a  3--story  addition  was  made  to  the 
east  end  of  Wilson.  The  original  part  of  the  building  has  13  bays  on  the  north 
side  centered  oft  a  wide  but  relatively  short  tower*  The  south  side^  by  contrast ^ 
has  17  bays  wltfa  towers  rising  from  the  flfth^-slxth  and  twelf th^thlrteenth  bays. 
The  towers    are      ornamented    by    plaques    representing    Atlas    supporting    the  globe* 
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)uncker  Hall  (1923)  ^ 


Suncker  Hall  balances  the  northweet  w±ng  of  BroDklngs     Hall  oppoalte  it  on  tJ^i 
^^uadrangle  am  well  as  January  Hall  on  t:he  south  side  of    Ridgley*     It  is  12  bays 
KJ-ong  with  the  main  entrance  in  the  thdLrd  bay  opposite    the  end   of  the  Rldgl^y 
^arcade*     A  projecting   stalrtower  and   entrance  is  on  the    correa ponding  bay 
^^he  north  (3--acory)  elevation*    Frank  M*  Gann  and  ^geXo  Corrubia^  gradyatea 
^wJashlngton  Unlveraity'a  school  of  architecture ^  dealgn^ci  this  structure, 

(Srace  Vail/ January  Hall  (1923) 

The  hall  la  named  on  the  Inserlptlon  above  the  ialn  etttrance^  which  lain  iC% 
:h±rd  bay^  mirroring  that  of  Duncker*  ^It  is  13  bays  Long  but  divided  Into  tt^O 
lietinct  patterne  of  f enestrationi  Th^  seventh  north  faay  has  another  atiEranctfi 
^and  this  Is  reflected  on  the  iouth  by  a  major  sUlrtowe^  topped  with  plnnacla^^ 
r^e  eastern  half  of  the  upper  floor  ±m  occupied  by  m  library  wlch  a  Elraba^'^ 
t^russed  celling. 

CSharlea  Rebstock  Hall  (1926) 

R^abstock  Hall  has  17  bays^  the  first  and  last  two  articulated  to  f orpi  illgl^t 
e  ^nd  pavilions.  Eebstock  has  three  later  wingij  actually  separate  buildings  j 
A^dolphus  Busch  111  Laboratory  of  Biology  (195?)^  Monsanto  Laboracory  (1965)  i 
a  ^nd  the  Life  Sciences  Support  Building  (1973)  ^  ai  weli  as  a  greenhouii*  (All 
0  -f  the  wings  are  outside  the  hlsEorie  district.)  Remodeling  in  19U  add^^ 
to^ansard-roof-llke  structures  of  dark  brown^eolored  metal  behind  the  parapet 
b  *oth  sides  of  the  central  towet^  the  most  notable  exterior  alteration  to  th^ 
h^j.storlc  portion.     Rebstock  has  a  moat    similar  to  tho^e    of  Wilson  and  aever^ 

^^mn  W.  Olln  Women's  Building  (1927) 

T^lie  Women's  Building  has  11  bays  including  four  gables  mmd  a  central  tower  ove* 
tK3ie  entrance.  The  tower  is  faced  with  a  tall  GoEhlc  aedicule.  The  building  1^ 
ts^lsed  a  half  story  above  the  level  of  the  lawn  and  bas  stairs  providing  a*^ 
^iDitrance  to  the  lower  level  from  this  side. 

K^yman  Crow  Hall  (1933) 

^^hls  structure  Is  an  irregularly  shaped   bulldlnfi  It  hmm  2  stories  and  13  bay^ 
^^ast  to  west^  Including  a  somewhat  loTOr^-scaled  2-by'-3  b^y  wing  at  the  sguEheasi^ 
^^»rner.     It  Is  linked   by  a  granite  areh  to    Cupplei  I    to   the   south  and  by 
loiterlor  passage  to  Arthur  Holly  Coapton   Hall  to  thi  north  (outside  the  hlsEotl^ 
dfflstrlct). 
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Geogga  Wafrrgn     BrQim  KiiQglal  Hall  (1935) 

Brofm  Memdria3^  Hall  Is  an  Irregularly  shaped  S^s^^ery  bulldlnf  of  13  bayss  roughly 
similar  CO  f^£^yoan  Crow  Hall#  The  two  westefi^^aosc  bays  have  only  2  mtovim^  , 
because  of  t\m.^  high  Cilllngs  of  Che  large  P&  ^  i  chat  fills  Che  upper  sto^^  * 
This  room  h#i  ^  stone  chimney  piece »  oak  pan^l^ti^^ ,  and  a  tlmber^crussed  celling  • 
The  eastern  t^bree  bays  of  Brown  Hall  are  eniaE^^ed  to  form  a  cower  embelllih^^ 
with  buttre^i^es  and  plnnaelesa 

Sever^  Instiyjaca  of  _TeehnQlQgy  (1948) 

Sever  Is  aeytmnetrlcmli   5  bays  at  the  north  a  3-sCory  cower •     The  passa^^ 

through  the  &^%rer  has  a  flat-^beamed  ceiltng  and  opens  to  the  north  al4# 
through  two  a^ehed  briek  wlndow^llke  openiugi^^-  The  body  of  the  bulldlag  h^0 
herrlngboAe^ps^^terned  orange  brick  spandreie  s-i^c  between  the  limes tooe^fra^^^ 
windows,  Qr&n.±te  Is  giployed  In  the  cower,  paf&^petp  and  south  end.  A  moat^lik# 
grade  exposes      l:he  ground^f  laor  wlndom  on  tM       plateau  side  of   the  building  ^ 

Louderman  HajM^  (1951) 

This  building     lies  a.n  asp^e^rieal  elevatlou   f ^mcing  the  lawn  ( south) ,  It 
eight  bays,  t^^a  first  (from  the  west)  proja^cl^ng  slighcly,  the  second  a  to^^^ 
of  3  storied    "with  th%  main  entrance  and  che  t^&ghth  projecting  forward  a  fulS 
bay.    To  the  (nor Eh)  are  two  3~bay  wings # 

IKTRUSIOHS 

The  Hilltop  Cbupus  Ulstorlc  Distrlet  contelne  <»nly  two  buildings,  Olln  Libra^^ 
(1960)  and  Biswont  Fayllion  (1965),  that  mmf  Ifce  deemed  Intrusions  because 
their  recent  date  and  nDn^conforming  style  i  0l  though  It  should  be  noted  tht^ 
boch  make  us^    of  red  Hiisourl  granite  laid  acoo^^dlng  to  the  original  standmr^s  ^ 
and  boch  wera    dLntended  by  their  archicects  to  compatible  with  their  surrouud-^ 

ings  whlla  utilizing  a  nDn-^h±sCoric  design  idlQHi« 

Qlln  Library^  C  1960) 

The  library  im  a  large  S^story  square  surroandt^S  by  a  1 -story  concrete  cofflbiot-^ 
tion  arcade  atm^  terracii  The  first  floor  is  lar^gely  glass,  with  some  panals  ^£ 
granite*  Th^  seeond  floor  has  a  continuous  ii_ne  of  clerestory  windows  aboV# 
beige  briak  w^J^ls^  whili  the  third  floor  Is  ps^^^  granite  and  partly  a  llmastdTi# 
grid  of  wind^B^3  •  The  laln  entrance  is  on  che  ^mmmt  side  on  axis  with  the  mrc|^ 
connecting  DUm^ker  with  Ridgley. 
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ggamont  PavillQn  (1965) 


Thm  pavilion  is  a  staga  intended  f©E  orchestfal  eencarts  and  aGadamie  Garamoniaa  It 
eonaiits  of  a  granits-faMd  eontreta  podira,  with  GOnMete'and  granite  posti  supporting 
a  coppsr^clad  roof  •  *-  rr  e 

Condition 

Although  the  funetions   of  many  of  tha  buildings  have  chanfed   since  their  erection 
their  physical  condition  temmini  eiccellent.  » 

Footnotes 

iThls  description  Is  an  edited  version  of  that  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic 
f    fSlii''''""""'^™  prepared  by  Esley  Hamilton  of  ths  St,  Louis  County  Parks  Department 

in     Llf  /&  m 

ZjaBea  P.    JamleBon,    IntlmaCa  Hiatory  of  the  Campus  and  Buildings  of  Washington  Uni- 
verslty,  St.  Louis  (St.  Louis s     Mound  City  fre...   1941),    pp.  14^15;  William  Glasgow 
Bowling,    Names  That  Liva,"  (UnpubliBhad  Manuscript  in  Washington  University  Archives 
1971),  Chapter  5,  p.  9.     Tha  masons  callel  Jamiason's  rules  "The  Ten  Commandments." 

Sjamlesan,  0£,  clt . ,  p.  32. 

^Thla  and    aubsaquent   dimensions    of   tha  early  buildings  are   taken  from   William  L 
Thomas,  Mstory  of  Sc^  Louis  County.  MlBBOurl    (St.    Loulfi      S.J.    Clarke,    1911),  I. 

Slalbot  Faulkner  Hamlin,  The  American  Spirit  in  Architecture  (New  Haven;  Yale.  1926) 


196. 


^Doraen  Yarwood,    The  Architecture  of  England    (Londons      Batsford,     1963),  p. 

^AleKander  S.  Langsdorf,  •*The  Story  of  Washington  University,  1853-1953  "  (Unpub= 
lishsd  Manuscript  in  Washington  University  Archives,  1956),  p.  533, 

^The  chapel  is  a  copy,  much  reduced  in  siee,  of  King's  College  Chapel,  Cambridge 
University,  Cambridge,  England.  Jamieson,  ©£.  c±t.,  p,  31.  Calder  Loth  and  JullSs 
Trousdale  ^jf^f!'  J^'*  The  Only  Proper  Style  (Boston i  New  York  Graphic  Society, 
l^/5>,  pp.  54-55 j  suggest  Eton  College  Chapel  as  the  closest  source* 

^Langsdorf ,  0£,  a±t.^  p.  532. 
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140CN1499 
lSQD-1S§i 


Specific  iiatei 


ig  rleulture 

ar^Hitesture 

art 

CDSTimuniealions 


community  planning 

conservation 

eeonamies 

edueation 

englnterlng 

exploritlon  itttltment 

industry 

invention 


landscape  archittctuf# 
law 

llttrature 

military 

muiig 

philoiophy 

politios  gdvernment 


 .  .J-9*C>4 

Stalsmtfnt  of  sifinlflcBno*  (in  mm  paragrsph) 


Kuildsr.^rohitsat  Walter  Cope  s  John  and 
&nlyn  Stawardsoni  Jamas 
P«  Jamieson  ^  Gaorga 
Spaarl 


rtllgion 
sqitnco 
seulpturt 
soeiar 

humanitarian 
theattr 

transpoilatlon 
^  othar  (sptoify) 

(World's  fair  and 
"Olympic  "Simes) 


The  V/aihtflgton  Unlvarsity  Hilltop  Cmpus  Higtorle  District  Is  signlfleant  for  Its 
a8soclatl<)ni  irlcb  the  Louisiana  Purehaee  ^position  (1904) ,  tha  largest  in  area  and 
seop^  of  Vforld'^  Fairs  to  that  data^  and  for  the  third  in  the  modarn  sarias  of  Olympic 
Games  s  h^id  in  conjunction  with  the  exposition.  Mthough  not  specifically  deslined 
as  eKposttlon  structures  ^  tha  early  buildings  at  Washington  University  remain  one  of 
the  largest  ixtmnt    groupings    from   the   heyday    of   World's    Fairs    in    this  country. 

The  caiDpus  my  ^lao  be  significant  for  the  stylistic  unity  of  its  architecture  and 
for  the  diiUngi3.±ehed  individuals  associated  with  Washington  University. 

Hlscory 

WaehingCofl  Univearaity  was  founded  In  1853  on  Washington's  Birthday  as  Eliot  Seminary 
and  rena^^d  for  the  first  President  of  the  United  Scates  the  next  year.  The  Law 
School  opemi  in  1867*  The  Art  Department  ^  founded  in  1879 »  is  the  origin  of  both 
the  School  of  ^dLne  Arts  and  the  St*  Louis  Art  Muaeim.  St*  Louis  Itedieal  College^ 
founded  ifi  1842  ^  became  the  Washington  University  Medical  School  in  1891 1  it  maln^ 
tains  a  gipirat«  cmpus  at  Barnes  Flaia*  Washington  Unlvarsity's  first  buildings 
ware  ©n  th  block  bounded  by  17th  Street »  St.  Charles  Street,  18th  Street,  and 
Washing to^ AvenuL^  in  downtown  St*  Louis. ^ 

Robert  Btooklnf^  ,  who  in  189S  became  president  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Washington 
University,  had  made  a  fortune  of  saveral  million  dollars  by  the  age  of  40  as  partner 
in  the  firfliof  S^siuel  Cupples  and  Company,  which  controlled  more  than  half  the  nation's 
trade  in  woodsnvara  and  willowware.  He  retired  from  business  to  accept  the  university 
post*  H%  kwtm^  the  same  anargias  to  this  position  as  he  had  earlier  to  business 
(and  as  he  vas  tLO  do  after  his  move  to  Washington,  0*0*,  In  1922  to  the  establishment 
of  a  cent  if  fo^  the  study  of  economics  and  government  that  became  the  Brookings 
Inetitutlen  in  iS27)*2  The  continuity  of  his  ieadershlp  as  president  of  Washington 
University  for  3^  years  la  reflected  in  the  unusual  consistency  of  the  campus  design, 
which  ha  0Upgrla.^ended  *  Brookings  had  this  opportunity  partially  because  the  unlvar= 
sity  Was  sovlng  a  new  campus  at  the  beginning  of  his  tenure* 

In  1894 r  l03  sQp^s  running  between  Skinker  Boulevard  and  Big  Band  Boulevard,  south  of 
Hlllbrook  Hoad,  were  purchased*  The  office  of  Frederick  Law  Olmsted,  the  foremost 
landscape  dailgn.^r  in  the  country  at  that  time,  was  hired  to  prepare  the  site  plan* 
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Uhllm  Olmsted  probably  did  not  personally  euparvlse  the  projeet,3  his  firm  did  pre- 
pare a  preliminary  plan  the  following  year,  which  emphasized  Che  Importanee  of  the  50 
acres  extending  from  the  University's  property  south  to  Forsyth  Boulevard.  This  land 
was  acquired  In  1899.  Olmsted  Brothers  promptly  revised  the  plan,  and  six  nationally 
prominent  architectural  firms  were  invited  to  participate  In  a  competition  for  the 
new  buildings*  using  the  Olmsted  plan  as  a  suggestion  but  not  a  rigid  guide.  Cope 
and  Stewsrdson    of    Philadelphia    were    announced    the    winners    late    in    the  year*^ 

Walter  Cope  and  John  Stewardson  had  opened  their  offiw  In  1885*^  They  had  a  comfort- 
able country  house  practice,  based  partly  on  the  social  position  of  Cope's  fmily,  and 
deriving  stylistically  from  the  stone-and-shingle  manner  of  Wilson  Eyre*6  By  1890 
they  were  doing  work  in  a  Colonial  Revival  style  well-informed  by  local  tradition.^ 
Their  chief  fame  came,  however,  from  their  Qolleglate  work.  They  were  Bryn  Mawr's 
campus  architects  from  1885*  and  In  the  mid-90s  designed  a  large  dormitory  complex 
for  the   University   of   Pennsylvania   and   three   Influential   buildings    at  Princeton, 

Ml  these  buildings  were  variations  on  the  style  of  architecture  seen  at  Oxford, 
Cambridge,  and  Eton  and  variously  ealled  Collegiate  Gothic,  Tudor,  or  "Jacobethan*"8 
This  style  is  transitional,  shading  from  the  Late  English  Gothic  or  Perpendicular  to 
the  free  use  of  Classical  forms  and  details.  This  transition  in  style  took  place 
within  an  unvarying  framewdrk  of  long  2-  and  3=story  gabled  buildings  grouped  around 
closed  quadrangles  punctuated  with  chapels,  halls,  and  tower  gateways* 

In  toerica,  Gothic  had  been  used  in  individual  college  buildings  since  1824  when  Old 
Kenyon  was  built  In  Gambler,  Ohio.  Kenyon  Co} .age  also  boasts  an  early  example  of 
the  use  of  late  Perpendicular  or  Tudor  In  Ascension  Hall,  built  in  1859. ^  The 
Collegiate  Gothic  of  Tudor  and  Jacobean  England,  with  its  large  grouped  windows  and 
Intimate  scale,  had  a  functional  appeal  for  toerlcan  colleges.  On  the  symbolic  level. 
It  had  attractive  connotations  of  the  Inglish  collegiate  virtues. 10  ' 

The  concept  of  a  Collegiate  Gethie  quadrangle  made  much  slower  headway  against  the 
American  tradition  of  separate  buildings  on  a  lawn.  William  Surges,  an  admirable 
English  architect  of  the  High  Victorian  Gothic,  designed  a  monumental  series  of  four 
quadrangles  for  Trinity  College  In  Hartford,  Connecticut,  In  1873,  but  mly  one  side 
of  one  quadrangle  was  ever  finished. H  Acceptance  of  the  quadrangle  plan  came 
first  with  Stanford  University  in  1888,  designed  by  Olmsted  and  executed  by  Shepley, 
Rutan,  and  Coolidge  in  a  Mchardsonlan  Romanesque,  This  was  followed  by  Henry  Ives 
Cobb's  design  for  the  University  of  Chicago  (1891),  a  quadrangle  surrounded  by  4-  and 
5-^story  limestone  piles  that  were  vaguely  Gothic  but  had  no  resemblance  to  Oxford  or 
Cambridge. 12  Charles  McKlm*s  quadrangle  for  Columbia  University  (1893)  was  clothed 
in  Neo-classical  forms,  with  a  Pantheon-like  library  In  the  center.  The  following 
year.  Cope  and  Stewardson  designed  their  full-blown  Jacobean  dormitory  group  for  the 
University  of   Pennsylvania   that    achieved   a   quadrangle    scheme    on   a    grand  scale, 
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which  their  buildings  at  Bryn  Mawr  and  Ftineeton  had  only  approximated.  John 
Stewardson  died  tragically  In  a  skating  accident  in  1896^  but  Walter  Cope  continued 
along  the  course  they  had  begun  together  with  Sti«ardson's  brother  Emlyn  mm  engi- 
neering partner. 

Cope  and  Stewardson' s  plan  for  Washington  Unlv^riiEy  united  the  best  features  of 
their  previous  collegiate  buildings s  the  quadrati|lii  from  Pennsylvania^  the  ^-aflned 
stonework  from  Bryn  Mawr  and  Princeton^  and  the  fDonumental  towet  from  Bla±r  Hall  at 
Princeton j  and  turned  them  into  a  unified  eomposltilQn.  The  key  recommendation  ef  the 
Olmsted  planv  and  the  one  that  still  undetlles  thi  appearance  of  the  university^  was 
the  leveling  of  the  top  of  the  hill  to  cradtg  a  plateau*  (This  topography  ^  which 
seems  natural  today^  was  achieved  only  by  filling  low  spots  as  much  as  30 '  deeps)l3 
The  Olmsteds  also  suggested  that  the  bulldlngg  be  placed  on  the  perimeter  of  this 
central  high  ground  In  an  orderly  but  widely"  spaced  way*  Walter  Cope's  Idas  was  to 
pull  the  buildings  closer  together^  breaking  up  the  sprawling  eentral  mrmm  Into 
smaller  units.  Since  money  was  available  for  o^ly  five  buildings  at  first*  Cope's 
plan  promised  an  Immediate  impact*  It  called  £ot  a  front  (east)  quadrangle  composed 
of  four  buildings  with  the  ends  of  two  more  ftilii^  in  corners^  a  larger  aecond 
quadrangle  immediately  behind  that^  and  a  cluster  of  resldental  quads  flanltAng  the 
chapel  in  the  mid-portion  of  the  plateau.  Physical  education  facilities  were  s^ouprnd 
at  the  west  end  of  the  campus* 


The  first  buildings  were  started  In  late  1900  and  ffiid-1901*  They  included  Busch 
Hallj,  University  Hall  (called  Brookings  after  192?),  and  Gupples  forming  three 
sides  of  the  first  quadranglei  1^  Cupples  11  on  the  north  side  of  the  projected 
second  quadrangle;  and  Liggett  Hall  (called  Prinde  Hall  since  1963)^  Zhm  first 
dormitory  in  the  mid--campus  area.  Brookings  H^XU  ^ith  Its  large  tower  bmaed  on 
precedents  at    St,    John's    and    Trinity   Colleg^a^    Ciobrldgei   dominated   the  gr-QUpslS 

Louisiana  Purchase  iKposition 

Occupancy  of  the  new  campus  was  expected  In  the  fail  of  1902*  In  the  meantime  ^  how- 
ever plans  for  the  Louisiana  Purchase  EKposltlo^  had  taken  shape.  They  called  for 
a  1903  St*  Louis  World^s  Fair  on  a  scale  hitherto  unknown^  filling  the  western  two- 
thirds  of  the  City's  Forest  Park  and  extending  im  St,  Louis  County;  th^  £m±t^ 
however^  was  postponed  until  1904*  The  LoulslMa  lurchase  Exposition  Company^  headed 
by  former  Governor  David  R.  Francis  viewed  the  emeriing  Washington  University  eampus 
as  a  site  for  activities  and  the  new  permanent  buildings  as  appropriate  headquarters 
feir  the  Company,  Robert  Brookings ^  taking  advantap  of  this  situations,  shrewdly 
negotiated  a  lease  agreement  that  provided  funds  for  more  new  buildings  i  Umrath 
Hall^  Rldgley  Llbr^Try^  and  the  athletic  facilities  of  Francis  Gymnasium  and  Francis 
Field.  16    Rldgley  Library  filled  the  center  of  th©  yeit  side  of  the  main  quadrangle* 

lads  Hall  was  attached  to  Rldgley's  projecting  west  wing,  Umrath  Hall  added  a  aecond 
dormitory  along  the  south  side  of  the  campus  and  Francis  Gymnasium  closed  tHm  main 
axis  to  the  west*  Thus^  by  1903^  Washington  Untvaralty  had  nine  major  buildings^ 
additional  engineering  laboratories^  a  power  plants  the  athletic  fleld^  and  other 
facilities. 
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Wttaat©!^  s  sU  these  buildings  ware  used  In  thft  filt,  and  ths  east  lawn  below  ths 
hill  ma  ao^«ed  with  the  temporary  pavlllonB  of  forilgn  nmcl«>nns:  Argentina,  Austria- 
Bu^arir*  S«lgiiai,  Brartl,  China,  Cuba,  the  Ketherlands,  t*aly,  Mexico.  Nicaragua, 
liu,  aad  Smd€&.17  Great  Britain  had  a  large  pavtilpn  daaigmed  as  an  enlargad  copy  of 
tha  Oraa^aK±€  at  tensing  ton  Falaoa,  set  In  a  fo^al  gardes—  The  British  Government 
also  used  «he  upper  floor  of  lUdgley  Library  to  diiplay  »  selection  of  the  gifts 
racaivad  Queen   Victoria   on   her   Diamond   Jubilee,    Ridg  J.ey,  dubbed  the  Hall  of 

International  Congress,  was  used  for  a  variety  of  gathiriixgs  ^ 

Tha  other  buildings  irere  used  as  follows  i 

Brooklugsi       Administration,  including  the  reeeptlon  of  viaicang  dignitaries. 

Busehi  Mwlsion  of  Works  for  the  architects,  ^ngineita,  draftsmen,  and  construction 
Banagars  oC  the  fair. 

Gupples  1 1       Anthropology,  including  mumies  in  the  biiinent . 

Gupples  11^      Jefferson  Guard,  the  security  headquattifs  for  &he  fair* 

Eads:  l^st-^  of  Lady  Kanagers,  a  group  appointed  by  thi  lair  t©  arrange  activitlea  of 
special  iote^rest  to  women, 

ItaffaCh  BalJ^  t     Used  as  a  dormitory  by  ^position  gu^iia, 

Frlnee  (U^^^tt)  Halli  pormitory  for  principals  of  Midwait  secondary  schools  vlsltlnsr 
the  fair,  j  s 


Franols  ^^^sasiw  and  Francis  Field  i  physical  cuirire*  ^^Imlnatlng  In  the  Third 
Olympic  Gai^^s. 

The  Intramuzml  Railway ,  which  connected  all  part§  of  the  rfalr,  wound  through  the 
oampus  vitb  stops  northwest  of  Gupples  II  and  Imadlatily  opp.«slte  (east  of)  the  main 
gate  of  Fr^seis  Field,  To  the  east,  the  MmlniscratlQft  Builrfing  overlooked  the  axis 
of  LindeXl  boulevard,  the  "midway"  of  the  falri  and  i^i  earft^val  contrast  to  the  air 
of  scholarly'  dignity  projected  by  the  new  eanpus  buildings* 

The  Third  O  J^yaplc  Games 

The  third  the  modern  "Sunsaer"  Olympic  Games  wsa  held  on  tKie  grounds  of  Washington 

University  »a  1904*  This  was  the  first  such  event  in  the  list  ted  States  and  remains, 
along  with  Khe  1932  and  1984  Olympics  In  Los  tegeiesi  the  o^ly  ones  hosted  by  this 
GOuntry.  F^mcis  Gymnasiw  a^  Francis  Field,  provided  for  In  the  original  campus 
design,  we^^  completed  specifically  to  accommodata  thi  Olympl^^  activities. 
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Both  facilities  were  named  to  hoOQr  David  R«  Franci^a,  president  of  the  touisiana 
Furchaie  Exposition  Company,  and  tha  piraon  genetal^ty  credited  with  its  sueceiii 
Francis  had  already  achieved  a  condldirable  reputation  ,  After  a  suecesaful  caraa^  as 
a  wholeiale  grain  dealer  and  banked ,  and  as  published'  of  the  St*  Louis  Republic,  ha 
served  as  Mayor  ©f  St*  Louis  <  l885^89)i  Governor  of  jtt^^souri  (1889-93)8  and  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  (1896-97).  He  was  Subaaquently  tob^#i^^dor  to  Ruaaia  (1916=17)  dutlng 
the  crucial  period  of  the  1917  Rev^luto.lS 


The  ancient  tradition  of  the  OlympiQs  hid  been  revived  in  Athens  In  1896*  The  second 
was  held  in  Paris  in  conjunction  Vltli  the  lnternaCi»-onal  Exposition  of  1900*  The 
©utatanding  ace©mpliahmenta  of  Ame^Xm  athletes  in  tfcnose  years  pointed  to  a  sit^  In 

the  United  States  for  the  third  meeting,  The  IntemaCl  ^©nal  Olympic  Committee  selectad 

Chicago  in  1901,  Francis  j  undeterred}  cannily  appoltjt^Bd  James  E*  Sulllvans  aecratary 
of  the  (U.S,)  itoateur  Athletic  Uni^fi,  ai  hla  chi^f  of  the  DeparLment  of  Fhyileal 
Culture  for  the  Louislans  Purchase  Exposition  *  19  gti^^livan  announced  that  he  WQuld 
hold  a  major  athletic  competition  in  it.  Louis  In  1904  with  or  without  Olympic  sanc- 
tion,  This  threatened  the  financial  projectiona  ©(  t^tia  Chicago  planners  and  lad  to 
the  tranifer  of   the  official  Olympic  deilgnatlon  to  St*^  Louis* 

The  Ol^TOpies  in  Paris  had  lost  much  of  their  Impact  the  larger  apectacle  of  which 

they  were  a  part  ^  and  the  aame  wa§  unfortunately  Cr^^^e  in  St .  Louis  *  Only  eight 
foreign  countries  were  officially  re^riiented  In  the  c^Dmpetltlon :  Australia ,  Canada, 
Gubaj  Germany  J  Greece  (by  two  athietailj  Hungary  (tbetti  part  of  the  Auatro^Hungatlan 
Eaplre),  Ireland  (not  then  a  sovereign  nation)  ^  and  South  Africa, ^0  Neither  the 
United  Kingdom  nor  France  had  of  filial  delegations  # 

Not  surprisingly,  given  the  exJenc  of  competition,  t^ae  United  States  dominated;  in 
track  and  fields  they  won  23  of  25  events  and  swept  M.11  but  5  places.  The  list  of 
toe r lean  winners  reflected  the  dlvetgi  ethnic  straini  ©f  the  nations  John  Flanagan 
(hanmer  thr©w)  ,  Myer  prlneteln  (l^ng  Jump  and  tripl^^  Jump)s  Charles  Dvorak  (pell 
vault)  ,  Martin  Sheridan  (diacui),  Dt.  0.  E,  Sheldon  Cplatform  diving) ,  »^lph  Roii 
(16-lb  ihotput)  s  C*  M.  Daniels  (440^yard  swim)  ,  Archia  Hall  (lOO^m  and  2O0-m  dashes), 
Harry  Hlllman  (400=m  run  and  4Q0"m  h^jdleg)  ^  James  Lijlfctbody  (800^m  and  15uo--o  runs), 
Frederick  Sehule  (110=m  hurdles) »  Samuel  Jones  (high  Snap)*  and  Thomas  Hicks  (mara- 
thon)* The  only  United  States  black  aE  the  games s  0*  C*  Poages  took  tm  thirds  in 
hurdles.^1 

The  official  games  occupied  the  weelc  of  August  29^Septa^aber  3*  The  pageantry  included 
the  presence  of  Alice  Roosevelt,  t^^e  Preald*  nt»a  d^sjghter,  who  gr^rm  out  medals. 
Attendance  s  however,  was  not  as  great  ai  had  been  escpi-^cted  ,22  Furthermore  *  the  name 
''Olympic"  or  "Olympian,"  as  was  then  current,  had  b^^n  devalued  by  beir^  attached  to 
virtually  every  athletic  competition  Md  at  the  fair*  These  events  had  ranged  froi 
Bohemian  and  Turnvereln  gymnaatlcs  to  handicap  rac^#  and  high  school  rallies*  No 
doubt  the  most  notorious  of  them  Wa^  the  "Anthropology  ^IDaySs"  when  repreaentatlvea  of 
various  "aboriginal"  racial  groups ,  Including  Afrlca^^  pygmies ,  Ainuss  Moroa,  and 
Sioux  InOlanSj  competed  In  gamei  for  ^jhich  they  ware  f  -  or  the  most  part  untrained  and 
physically  unprepared  * 
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In  spice  of  tha  rdtharraodeif:  popular  i^mpact  the  St.  Louis  Olympies  had  at  the  time, 
thay  ware  an  importani  step  fotwatd  ttn  the  history  of  amateur  athletics  in  this 
GQuntfy*  Almost  eVfery  record  from  the  t«wo  previous  Games  wag  bettered  and  done  so  by 
eQllega  athletes  rather  than  older  ^tl^ietlc  club  members.  Both  features  were  to 
eharacterlaa  later  Olpplcs- 

Later  Deyelopnen^Qf  tlie_ Campus 

In  January  1905,  th^  University  movfed  Lj^nto  Its  buildings,  which  had  been  vacated  by 
the  fair  J,  and  in  April  of  that  year  #n  Arbor  Day  was  held  that  began  the  system  of 
plantings  that  retfaini  one  of  the  n^t^^ble  features  of  the  campus, 23  This  strong 
landscape  design  &ymtm  was  superimptPlfe.ed  over  but  complementary  to  the  quadrangle 
plan.  The  landsesp^  deilgn  should  pr^boably  be  credited  to  Henry  Wright  who  later 
achieved  fame  as  a  Planner  of  new  townS^  He  was  at  the  time  in  charge  of  the  office 
of  George  Kessler^  ^ho  had  bean  the  f^At^'s  landscape  architect.  24 

Walter  Cope  had  dia^  in  1902,  hut  he  apparently  left  numerous  designs,  including 

one  for  cha  University's  chapel, ^5  ^^^^  designs  permitted  construction  of  McMillan 
Hall  (McMillan  DDrmltor)/ for  Women)  Iti  and  Graham  Chapel  in  1907.    Both  buildings 

were  sited  accordlnt  Eo  the  original  c^^^^us  plan,  and  supervised  by  James  F.  Jamieson,, 
who  had  set  up  CoPm  and  Stewardspn'#  offlca  in  Bt.  Louis  in  1900  and  supervised 
construction  of  tha  University's  firat  b^.tiildings.. 

After  the  Ghapal,  Chen  was  a  hiatus  ai  more  than  a  decade  before  construction  again 
began.  During  this  t\m,  when  enrol  it^ent  nearly  tripled,  tha  University  became 
hard-pressed  for  space,  Jamleson^  who  h^^ad  returned  to  Philadelphia,  came  back  to  St. 
Louis  in  1912  to  get  up  his  own  praQDi^^^e,  taking  George  Spearl  as  partner  in  1918* 
Jamieson  was  strongly  in  favor  of  a  ^Qemtinuation  of  the  original  plan  and  style.26 
From  1920  to  1950  the  firm  remained  tt^e  campus  architects,  even  after  Jamleson^s 
death  in  194^  and  the  Collegiate  GatniULc  style  established  by  Walter  Cope  and  tha 
Stewardsona  was  malntalnid» 

In  the  matter  of  planning,  however^  Ja^tjleson  had  less  Influence.  Gabriel  Ferrand,  a 
faculty  member  of  the  School  of  Atchlt^t— ture ,  advocated  a  new  plan  keeping  the  Quad- 
ranglej,  but  laying  mt  a  new  area  far  m  iihm  arts  In  tha  forecourt  between  Brookings 
Hall  and  Sklnker  Bouievird,  and  enpanditog  the  departments  behind  and  to  the  west  of 
the  Quadrangle:     the  neural  sciences  the  south  and  engineering  to  the  norths  in 

an  arja  to  be  closad  to  the  wast  by  tb#      chapel.  27    The  Ferrand  plan  was  effectively, 
though  not  of flclally  J  adopted* 

The  south  half  of  the  forecourt  was  begiiDn  In  1921-26  with  Blxby  Hall  for  the  School 
of  Fine  Arts  (not  included  in  this  ne^it^iatlon) .  Wilson  Hall  for  Geology,  completed 
in  1923^  faced  Eadi  southwest  of  the  a^^drangle,  and  Rebstock  (1925'=27),  also  free- 
standing, was  entirely  outside  the  b^oP%  m  of  the  plan.  Both  buildings  did,  however, 
relate  to  the  central  plateau  in  the  ^^n^ier  established  at  the  beginningi  2  stories 
facing  the  central  Space,  and  3  etorte^  to  the  outside.  Together,  they  defined  the 
south  edge  of  the  cTOpus  in  the  gap  left      between  the  earlier  buildings. 
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The  Womsn's  Buil4tii|  mpl^^ted  in  1928 IC  was  buUc  naar  HgHUlan  Hail»  then 
tha  vamei^'  s  do^itof^^  kt  Va?  sited  withouc  any  obvious  raf  arsnce  to  chm  buil^dlogs 
on  thB  opposite  #14^  ^ithi  e^^pus,  and  left  a  large  gap  where  tlisrs  ihould  havte.  been 
fiometblng  £0  eloi^  iitii  Qrs^mted  by  teraCh  Hall  and  Ics  maple  walkway »  The  IJi^^ver^ 
8it7*9  deeiaion  in  iSgiitP  ere«^£t  a  row  of  nine  fraternicies  at  the  wag t  end  Che 
eafflpus  cost  anotli^t  ^(^p^rWit^^  to  reinforce  the  quadrangle  concept  In  thm  doi^^^CoE'y 
area. 2^ 

A  new  physics  buildi^  iHiF^an  Crow  Hall,  was  construcCed  in  1933*  Thi  site  sal^  ^cted 
was  just  morth  of  C^l^^iii^i  a^^d  Che  building  was  designed  to  cempleaint  the  mm^^tmn 
elevations  of  CupPl^^  ind  Btoob^ngs ,  A  1934  bequest  for  the  Brotm  Sehool  of  ^^oe^al 
Vork  ires  mmtzmd  on  ai  in  Qppd^rcunlty  to  restore  balance  to  Che  hllUgp  groupl-^sg  •  3^ 
It  achieved  this  EoA  vity  f «^ctively»  but  at  the  cost  of  precludlt^  any  e^pa^oaion 
of  the  Christ r^  ^p^^tiefit  tl^mn  in  Busch«  This  problem  was  finally  recClfl^^d  in 
1951^32  by^  Che  ^pngt^U^^^!^^  of  ^^Louderman  Hall.  Louderman  filled  In  chl  spaca  n^jgt  to 
Gupplas  Xr  and  oppol^t^^^^^cocsk  Hall^  and  completed  Che  row  that  extends  weiC  past 
Che  Women BuiWA^g  t^KcHilli^i  Hall, 

Louderman  Hall  t^h  i^st  buS^lding  on  the  campus  builc  by  Jamiesen  and  SpMr^L  and 

the  last  in  the  ColJ-^^liti  Go^n^hic  styles  IC  was  preceded  in  1948^30  by  the  ^Savar 
Institute »  which  tof^cP^yoed  t^^iangularly  paccerned  brickwork  into  the  hare^^^fore 
anClraly  stone  cMpa^v^'  S^ym^m  did  fill  the  gap  between  Duncker  and  Cupplas  ^EI  in 
harmony  with  ch^  OriE£.iiil  Pls^i  ^  and  its  arch  and  tower  closed  che  iisc  end  o^C  the 
walkway  closed  a^t  th^  ^iit  itid  ^^y  che  arch  and  Cower  of  McMillan  Halli 

In  mvmmty  ^  it  sii^  tha._£  in  spite  of  deviations  in  campui  planning  and  aon^ 

structiofi  after  i^^O^  tliii^agul^t  ac  the  end  of  50  years  was  a  campua  of^  ra^ajgTMcabl^ 
harmony  af  Mloir^  a^d]^J|and  p^^ttern  chat  faithfully  reflected  the  Intantions  o^E  the 
Olmsted  pl^f^s  We^t^f  ,  Cape^  bVl^^  James  P»  Jamieson«  Internal  altirations  o^  the 
buildings  Viava  aff thitr  ^external  appearance  only  minimally.  The  most  r^^eeoc 
buildings  hava,  t^th  ^nly  tWo  ^^KceptionSs  been  held  behind  the  central  area  q^S  the 
caDpus^  an^  those  %3£^%^tioni^  c^fee  Olin  Library  (1960)  »  by  Murphy  and  Haekey,  an^3  the 
Baaumont  Pavilion  Cl^V^^^^^  ^Semoudy  Mucrux  Bauer  i  have  been  pfsisid  for  ^clieir 
sansitivity  to  th^  cWgns'  ttgd:fcltions*32 

Hotable  Meociations 

In  addition  to  th^  pr^t^inint  in^^ividuals  mentioned  earlier,  Washington  Universit^p'  has 
always  attracted  ouf^p^jnjlng  ic^tiolaray  including  several  Nobel  Frlia  winners  i^m  the 
Hedieal  School  #  The  ^fiSMillor^o  have  been  particularly  ouCstandlng,  Wlnfield  ^Beott 
Chaplin  I  wlio  sarv^d  ic^^l§91  1907,  was  a  mathematician  and  a  sCudint  of  phyai^^Ss^^ 

His  successor y  Ds^i^  I'^siUin  li«3usCon,  an  historian,  crae  from  the  priSldency  o^E  Che 
Universicy  of  Teyds,  ^elift  Sm:,  Louis  to  become  Secretary  of  ^rieulture  (191^3^20) 
in  Fresldez&c  Woodf«*w  ^Uf^^^'s  Car^inetg  and  later  Secretary  of  the  Treaiury  C1920*2M.>  ,3* 
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Herbert  5,  Uadlay^  chancellor  in  1923^21^  had  had  a  dlif:l.__ngulshed  caraer  in  law  and 
policies.  A  lawyer  from  Kansae  City,  he  had  been  elecced  Attorney  General  of  Missouri 
in  1904  and  Governor  in  1909,  Che  fir^t  Hipublican  to  he?i  that  office  since  Eecon- 
strueti©n#^J  He  had  been  a  favofita  gon  candidate  lor  ^^reaident  in  1912^  and,  in 
1924,  during  his  tenure  as  chancellor^  vm  offered  the  V  ice-Presidential  nomination 
by  Calvin  Coolidge  but  declined  It-^S 

Arthur  Holly  Compton  won  the  Nobel  Pf igi  in  Physics  (1937)  for  work  done  primarily  in 
Eads  Hall,  while  he  was.  Wayman  Crow  Professor  of  Physics  ^  (1920-23)*  His  discovery 
that  the  wave-length  of  X-taya  changes  on  scattering  Wa#  termed  the  Compton  Effect* 
In  1923-45  he  taught  at  the  Universitf  pf  Chicago*  (His  bOteie  in  Chicago  is  a  National 
Historic  Landmark.)  In  1945  he  returned  to  Washinitoft  Ua^^veraity  as  chancellor  and 
remained  until  1953,3^ 
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delphia:   J.B,    L±pplncott,    1977    [1936]),    p,    41 .~  Other    ref erencea^p.  39-50* 

^iHanry,  ©£•  cit^- *  pp.  80-81i  Kieran,  o£,  cit , ,  p,  44, 

^^Kieran,  op,  ci^*  ,  pp.  45-46. 

MBrockhoff  j         el£  , ,  p,  5, 

^^Darnail,  "Caopijia  Planning  in  the  1880' a,"  e£*  cit , ,  note  17, 
^^Craiiij  0£.  cit,  i   p*  438* 
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Obntinuatlafi 


Itotn  nurnboi' 


^6 "Jamas  P.  Jamleson^"  (Unpubllghed  notes  In  Washing ton  Univarfity  Xi€hivas)| 
Jamas  P*  Jamiasen^  "Tha  Washingtou  Unlvarsity  Oroup  Flan^"  Washington  Unlvgggitv 
Racord^  XV^  V  (April  1920)^  pp^  4-6,    ^ 

^^Gabrlal  Farrand^  "A  Oreatar  Washington  Unlvarsltys  Its  Arahlcaetural  Frciblaqi^" 
WashlnRton  University  Raeord.  XV^  III  (February  1920)^  pp.  2-Jl, 

^^Alaxander       Langsdorf^  '*Tha  Story  of  Washington  Unlvarslty^  1853-1933^^" 
(Unpublished  manuscript  In  Washlnfton  University  Arehivas^  1956)^  p.  463* 

^^Jamlason^  Intlmata  History w  op.  elti  ^  p*  26, 

^^Langsdorf    0£»  clt.  ^  pp*  492-493. 

^Buford  L,  Plckans^  "Archlteatura  as  the  Synbol^"  IfeshliaEton  University  Hagazliie 
(November  1961      p.  22.    -  ^      P  ~  ^ 

3^Gaorge  McGue^  The  Building  Art  In  St^  Louis i    Two  Centyrlas  (St*  Louis  £ 
Aiaerlean  Institute  of  Arehltects)^  pp*  55-66|  Broekhoff^  ©£,  alt * ^  p*  7* 

33whe  Was  Who  In  toeriaan  Hlstoryi  Selanee  and  Technology  (Ghleagoi  Hamuls). 
p.  103*  :  "  ^  i  -^^ 

3^Allen  Johnson  and  Dumas  Malone^  eds.^  Dictionary  of  toerlaan  Biography  (Half  Yorkl 
Charles  Scrlbner*s  Sonsj,  1931)^  XI^  321-322*   

35ibld*,  IV ^  80-81* 

36st.  Louis  [Mil   Durl]  Post-Dispatch^  Dacember  2^  1927. 
3^Bowling^  pp.  clt. ^  Chapter  34, 


396 


574 


0 


Reforeiuees 


SEE  CONTINUATION  SHEET 


10b  Q#ographieal  Data 


QuaMngla  mm  Clavton.  Me. 
UTMNataraneai 


QuMringI*  seilc . 


^kjsj  h  la  14  Is  IS  iqI  U  12  Ib  II  li  II  in  I  ■|ijsj  I?  la  i4  Is  12  lo  I  k  12  leiobisiol 

Zena    Billing  Northing  Zona  iisting  Nerthing 

e|ij5j  |7|3.3|6,1  lOl    |4  ,a  |B,0  |8  ,6  ,5  |  D  [ijlj  j?  |3  |3  js  |6  lO  j    k  |2  |a  |1 12  ,1 ,0  | 

Pi    ■   I  I    i    ■    i   ■    .    II   ■   I    .   M    ■  I 

QUlJ  I    I   I   i    M  I   I    ■    ^   ■   I    ■   ■   I  HLjJ  II   .    I   .   ■    I   I   .   I    ■   I   ■    ■  I 


V«ftal  NHNtdarif  d«sarlplien  aisd  Juatif leatfan 


BEE  COMTTWTTRTlnW  .^HRF.T 


Lilt  all  •lalaa  and  eayntlas  for  prepartiat  avariapplng  slala  ar  sounl^  baundariaa 


code 


eeunty 


code 


1 1  ■  Form  Preparad  By 


natM/tUta  Jameg  H.  Charlatan,  Hie  tor  ian 


Of^nlgatlan  History  Division,  National  Park  isrvioe      dst#         Oetobar  1985 


alfaat  £  numbar   1100      street,  NW 


jeltphone     (2025 .  343^1165 


city  Of  town 


Washington 


state 


DC  20013^127 


12.  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  Oertifieatioii 

Tha  avaiuited  slgnlfleahca  of  this  proptrty  withlh  the  state  is: 

—  national  state   ioeal 

Aa  the  daaignated  State  HIatorle  Preservation  Officer  for  the  National  Historic  Preservation  Act  of  19€i  (Public  Law 
665),  I  haraby  homlnate  this  propsrty  for  inclusion  in  the  National  Register  and  certify  that  It  has  been  avaluated 
aocofding  to  tha  criteria  and  procedures  set  forth  by  the  National  Park  Service. 

Stata  NIatorIc  Preservation  QHIcer  signature  


tlM 


date 


PprNPS  MM  only 

I  haraby  carti^  that  this  property  Is  -ncluded  in  the  National  Register 


date 


ICaapar  of  tha  Natiorial  Raglster 
Att^i 


date 


»iaf  of  Rag^wtten 


397 


575 


Umittttf  Stetes  D«partiii«itl  off  the  liitof ler 
National  Park  Saiviaa 

National  Raglstar  of  Hlstorio  Plaeos 


Blblioggaphy 

Bowlings  tfllllm  Glasgow^     "Names  That  Liva."    Unpublished  itsanuseripc^  1971* 

Btoakhoiiy  DoMthy,     "Tha  Hilltop  Campus^'*  Wsshingten  UnlvegBlty  Hagazina 
(mntmv  1978)^  pp*  3-11,   b  

Cram^  Ralph  Mams*     "The  Work  of  Hessrs,  Copa  &  Btmrnvdmon^"  Arehltaetugal 
Reeogdw  3CVI>.  5  (Novambar  1904)^  pp»  407^38*  ,^^=^^p^ 

Farrand^  Gabrlal*     "A  GraaCar  Washlngcon  Univarsltyi    Its  Arehitaetursl  FMbiam^" 
WashinEton  Uni varsity  Raeord,.         111  (Fabruary  1920)^  pp*  2*11, 

Oraanalada^  Thomas,    A  Walking  Tour  of  Histoyic  Kanyon  Collage,    Gamblar^  Ohio I 
K^nyon  Collaga^  n»d* 

Hamlin^  Talbot  Faulknar.    The  Aaarlaan  Spirit  In  Arehltaatura*    Haw  Havens 
Yala  Uhlvarsity  Frass^  1926, 

Hatumatt^  Ralph  V,    Arehltactura  In  tha  Unltad  itatas.    Naw  Vorks    John  Wilay 
&  abtts^  197S,  '  

Hasslar^  0* >  it  Ji*  "Poekat  History  of  Washington  Unlvarslty*"  Unpubllshad 
nanuserlpt  ^  1 92S, 

Han^y^  Bill,    to  Approvad  History  of  tha  Olymple  Gaaas*    Naw  York:    G*  F.  Putnam* s 
Sons^  1948*   

Hyda^  William^  and  Howard  L*  Gonard,    Enayclopadla  of  tha  Hlsteyy  of  St*  LouAs. 
New  York:    Southern  History  Company^  1899,  IV* 

Jamlason^  Jamas  P,     Intimate  History  of  tha  Campua  and  Buildings  of  Washington 
University^  St,  Louis,     St*  Louis:    Hound  Cl*-y  Press ^  1941*  ^ 

 *     "Tha  Washington  University  Group  Plan^"  Washington  Unlvarslty 

Racord\  KV^  V  (April  1920)^  pp,  4-6*   

Johnson^  Allan ^  and  Dumas  Malona^  ads.    Diatlonary  of  toerlcan  Biography, 
New  York?    Charlas  Sarlbnar's  Sons^  1931*    VI ^  VIII ^  and  XI*  ~ 

Kldnay^  Waltar  G*    The  Arahltectura  of  Gholee*    Haw  York:    Brailllar^  1974, 

Kleran^  John^  Arthur  Dalay^  and  Pat  Jordan.    The  Story  of  tha  Olyapla  Gaaies* 
Fhlladelphlai    J*  B*  Llpplneott^  1936j  19771  — 
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Lfingi:darf^  Alexander  S*     ^Th^-  Story  of  Washi^ton  Unlvarsity^  1853-1953." 
Unpublished  nanuscripti.  1956., 

Loth^  Calder^  and  Juilus  Trousdala  Sadler^  Jr.    The  Only  Proper  Style.  Bostoni 
New  York  Oti^phle  Society^  197S.   — 

HeOue^  George*    The  Building  Art  ifl  Btm  Lnulas    Two  Centuries*    St.  Louis; 
AMerlean  institute  of  Arohlteets^  St.  Louis  Chapter ^1967, 

MaCune^  Gill.    The  St.  Louis  Story.    Hopklnsvllle^  Kentuokji    Historical  Eeoord 
Assooiation^  1952^  1^  250-2S1, 

Pickens^  Buford  L*    "Arohlteeture  as  the  Symbol Washington  University  Magazine 
(HoveBber  IMl)^  pp.  19-23.  ^  ^ 


^  and  Margaret ta  J*  Darnall.    Washington  University  in  St.  Louis > 


Its  Design  and  Arghlteoture*    St.  Louis i    Washington  University^  1978. 

St*  Louis  [Missouri]  Post  Dlspatehw  December  2^  1927.     (Obituary  of  Herbert  S. 
Hadiey*) 

Study^  Guy.    **Washington  University^  St.  Louls^  Missouri^'*  Archlteetural  Reeord^ 
jOQWIl^  1  (January  1913)^  pp.  65-75.  ^  ^ 

Taitaliian^  Edward^  and  Riehard  W.  Longstreth.    Archlteeture  In  Philadelphia!  A 
guide*    Cambridge^  Massachusetts i    MIT  Press ^  1974.  ~ 

ThoBas^  Willimi  L*    Hlgtory  of  St.  Louis  County^  Mleaouri.    St.  Louis i  S*J. 
Clarke  I,  1911.  I*   

Vlakery^  Robert.    "Arehlteetural  Inage  of  the  University^"  Washington  University 
Magagine  (Fall  1965)^  pp.  24-32.  ' 

Washington  University*  "Washington  University  Hilltop  Campus  rilstoria  Dlstriet." 
St.  Louis  I    Washington  University^  1985*  (Pamphlet) 

Witherspoon^  Margaret  Johanson*    Reaemberlng  the  St.  Loulg  World ^s  Fair.  Sc. 
Loulsi    The  Folkestone  Press^  1973. 

WPA.    Mlssouifil    A  Quldai  to  the  "Shoy^e**  State.    New  Yorki    Dually  Sloan ^  and 
Pearce^  Ine..  ^  1941* 
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UnlM  States  Departnwiit  #f  IIm  Intortof 
NattoMi  Park  SmwIm 

National  R«alst«r  of  Hlotorio  Plooos 
ln¥ontory---Noiiilnatloii  Form 

Coiilimiilieii  ihtit  tttnntft^  in  i 

Verbal  Boundary 

The  Washifigton  University  Hilltop  Caspus  HlsCorie  District  la  boundsd  by  an  Imailnary 
line  not  cor ras ponding  to  any  survayad  boundary  but  Ineandad  to  aaparata  tha  hlstor^ 
ically  algnifieant  buildings  and  spaaas  from  thosa  mora  reaant* 

Baglniilng  at  tha  intarseatlon  of  f^rsjth  Boulavard  and  tha  wnamad  transvarsa  road 
chat  crossas  tha  campus  batwaan  Br^^dngs  and  Glvans  Halls i  thanaa  north  along  the 
Dldlina  of  this  transvarsa  road  to  Hillbrook  Boulevard^  thanaa  wast  to  a  point  on  an 
Inaginary  Una  drawn  along  tha  aast  front  of  Compton  Halli  thanaa  south  to  a  point 
opposita  tha  Junatura  of  Coapton  and  Crow  Halls i  thanes  wast  through  this  Jimatura  to 
tha  north^south  footpath  batwaan  Oonpton  and  Urbauar  Halls i  thanaa  south  and  wast 
along  this  path  and  tha  adjoining  path  past  tha  south  front  of  Urbauar  Hall  and 
aontinuing  wast  along  tha  north  front  of  Cupplas  Hall  II  to  tha  path  batwaan  that 
hall  and  Bryan  Hall|  thanaa  north  to  tha  south  front  of  Bryan  Halli  thanaa  in  an 
irragular  Una  along  tha  south  fronts  of  Bryan  Hall  and  HaHillan  Hall|  thanna  north 
along  tha  west  side  of  HaHillan  Halli  to  tha  sldawalk  parallel  to  tha  aast^ast 
aaiiipus  drivai  thenaa  wast  along  this  walk  to  tha  north^south  stairaase  and  walkway  on 
tha  northwest  side  of  HaHillan  Hall|  thanea  south  along  this  walkway  and  in  an  Irragu* 
lar  line  around  the  west  side  and  wast  wing  of  H^Lllan  Hall  to  the  east->west 
Fraternity  Row  walkway |  thanca  along  this  walkway  to  tha  north^south  walkway  piiral^ 
leling  the  east  adge  of  tha  Franais  Field  parking  lot|  thenaa  west  along  the  south 
edge  of  the  parking  lot  and  aontinuing  wast  past  the  north  side  of  Franais  GyBinasium 
to  Big  Bend  Boulevard  i  thanaa  south  along  tha  aaat  side  of  Big  Band  Boulavard  to 
Forsyth  Boulavard;  thanaa  east  along  the  north  side  of  Forsyth  Boulavard  to  a  point 
on  an  imaginary  north*south  line  drawn  along  the  wast  side  of.  Prinae  Halli  thanaa 
north  to  a  point  on  an  imaginary  east'^ast  line  draim  along  the  south  end  of  the  west 
id.ng  of  Umrath  Itolli  thenaa  &mmt  along  this  line  and  aontinuing  east  past  the  north 
front  of  the  Hallinakrodt  Cantari  thenar  north  then  east  around  the  northaast  wing  of 
tha  Hallinakrodt  Center^  and  aontinuing  east  past  tha  north  front  of  Busah  Laboratory 
to  a  point  opposita  tha  Junatura  of  Busah  Lab  and  Rebstoak  Halli  thanae  south  through 
this  Junatura  and  in  an  irregular  line  generally  east  around  the  sou^h  front  of 
Rebatoak  Hall;  thanae  aontinuing  east  past  the  north  front  of  Honsanto  Laboratory  and 
the  south  front  of  Wilson  Hall  to  tha  east  edge  of  tha  north^south  drive  that  enters 
tha  aampus  from  Forsyth  Boulevard  Just  west  of  Brown  Hall;  thynae  south  along  this 
^dga  to  Forsyth  Boulevard |  thanae  east  along  the  north  side  of  Forsyth  Boulevard  to 
J  starting  point* 
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WASHINGTON  UNiVlRSITY  CAMPUS  MAP 


BiS  BEND  BLVD. 


Early  (Es^osltlan-ara ) 
MM      tater  (Collagiate  Gothic) 
Intrusion 


SKINKIR  BLVD, 


581 


.   WUsDn  Itell  from  Mrthea^t* 
.  Cte^nngton  UniTCrsity  Photogr^hic 
Smd.ce,  1S78) 
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South  side  of  Francis  Fisld,  looking 
iouthwesti     (James  H,  Charleton^ 
National  Park  Servige^  1985) 
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United  Snmtmm  Department  off  the  Interior 

National  Park  Senrlct  „^  „^ 

National  Register  of  Historic  Places 
Inventory— Nomination  Form  date  entered 

Ihitructlans  In  Hqw  to  QmrnplmtB  National  RBgfstmr  Forms 
Type  all  entrles^cgmpiete  flpplleabla  seetiQns 

1.  Name 


Historic  '^'^^  ^^^1^  State  Building,  Pan-American  Exposition,  1901, 
■ndQfcQmmon  Buffalo  and  Erie  County  Historical  Society 

2»  Looation 


stre#r  &  number 


25  Nottlnghm  Court 


■  nel  for  publleallM 


€lty,tQwn  Buffalo 


.  vielnlty  of 


state 


New  York 


14216 


county  Erie 


coda  029 


3.  Classifloatlon 


OAtegory 

^  district 

by{!dlng(») 

 sirycture 

 site 

_  objtct 


Ownofship 

.  public 
^  private 
_»both 

Pyblle  Acqylsitloit 

_^  in  process 

«  .  being  consider^ 


Status 

^JL^  occupied 

^  ^  unoccupied 

 .  work  In  progress 

Ao€0sslblo 

yesi  restricted 
yesi  unrestricted 

 flo 


presvnt  Um 

^_  agriculturt 

 commercial 

edycational 
= —  enteftalnment 

 government 

^_  industrial 
 military 


.park 

.  private  rasldencd 

.  religious 

,  scientific 

.  transportation 

,  othen 


4.  Owner  of  Property 


name 


Thi  Honorablt  Jamts  0.  Griffin,  Mayor.  City  of  Buffalo,  City  Hall,  Buffalo,  NY  14202 


itrMt&numbBr  '^^^  Buffalo  and  Erie  County  Historical  Society,  25  Nottingham  Court. 

BUtfalo,  m — TMIB  ~  _— ___ — __ — _______ 


elty,  town 


__  vicinity  of 


■tats 


5.  Looation  of  Legal  Pescription 


eBurthauiB,  refllatry  of  daeda,  eie. 


Off let  of  tht  County  Clerk 


•tfeM&nufflbor     25  Dtlawart  Avenue 


city,  town 


Buffalo 


■tat#     NY  14202 


6.  Representation  In  Existing  Surveys 

National  Registtr  of  Historic  Sites     h.,  this  p,op«rty  b-n  d«t«mh,«i  .iifl.bi.f 


^  ^  no 


date 


JL  Meral   state         county  local 


dapesltory  for  survey  records  f a1 0  and!  Ef  le  County  Historical  Society 


25  Nottingham  Court    ^  «  , 
city,  town    Buffalo 


4o3 


state  NY 


597 


7.  Dascription 


CondiliDn  Oheck  on#  Cheeic  one 

 Q%QBU^nt   deteriorated  .  .  un^llered  .     Driglnol  site 

good  _  ruins  _  iltered  .  moved  date 
 ,  fair  ,  unexpoped 


D#SQrib#  lh#  present  and  Qrigina>l  [if  known)  phy^i^al  fippe^aranQe 


In  1900  plans  for  &  New  York  State  building  were  opened  to 
aompatitiva  dasign^  R.W*  Gibson^  president  of  the  Architectural 
laagrue.of  New  York  eeleoted  the  plans  of  George  Cary# . founder 
of  the  Beaiix  Arts  Inatitute  of  Design,     Qary  planed  a  strueture 
faaed  and  eornioed  in  white  Vermont  marble  to  emulate  the 
Parthenon  in  Athens ^  and  he  meant  it  to  ba  distinguished  by ^ the 
"solidity * and  foree"  of  the  Dorio  style*     Before  Gary  made 
additions  in  1927^  the  building  was  reetangular#  .130*  k  80  x 
50 »     In  1927  cohstruetion  began  on  the  East  and  West  wings  that 
measure  55"  k  36  S  and  now  house  the  library  and  auditorium^ 
Gary's  design  of  the  additions  was  compatible  with  the  oiriginal 
structure #  ha  was  coneferned  that  the  aesthetla  unity  be  main* 
tainad*     A  formal  dedioatlon  was  held  in  May  of  1929*     The  ten 
free-standing  oolumns  whioh  frame  the  Southerly  facade  are  out 
to  the  same  proportion  (length  to  height)  as. the  columns  at  the 
Parthenon*     Above  thejn^  the  tympannum  contains  a  highly  styl- 
ized olasaical  rendering  of  figures  which  represent  Philosophy^ 
Industry #  Ar^#  Husbandry #  History ^  Science #  Mars  the  god  of 
War#  Haligiony  and  Law*     The  pedestal  is  61  x  17  feet#  bnd 
flanks  a  40  foot  wide  monumental  stairway  the  center  of  which 
is  one  inch  higher  than  the  sides*     Optically  undetectable^ 
this  slight  bulge  nevertheless  adds  to  the  imposing  impression 
of  the  facade.     The  structure  is  so  positioned  on  a  natural 
semicircular  decline  that  ends  in  the. North  Bay  of  Delaware 
Lake  that^  on  still  days^*  the  whole  structure  can  be  seen 
reflected*     In  1929  sculptural  plaques  were  added  to  the  ex^ 
tarior  of  the  building*     Executed  by  Edmond  ^nateis  these 
groups  commemorate  significant  episodes  in  the  history  of  the 
Niagara  Frontiers  e*g.  the  surveying  of  Western  New  York,  the 
sorcery  trial  of  the  Seneca  sachem  Red  Jacket,  the  opening  of 
the  Irie  Canal #  the  tmderground  railroad.  Commodore  Perry's 
victory  on  Lake  Erie,  Hiliard  Fillmore  addressing  the  Buffalo 
Historical  Society*     TOiese  groups  meaeura,  in  stone,  the  pqpu-- 
lar  attention  to  history  in  Western  York* 

The  Northern  Facade  Is  particularly  noteworthy*     Six  three-* 
quarter  columns  stand  at  either  side  of  the  bronze  doors*  J. 
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United  States  Pepartmant  of  thm  Interior 
Naiionaf  Park  Ssn/ica 

Nalionai  Reglsle?  of  Historic  Places 
Fsntory— Nomination  Form 


Contimiat^n  sh^t 


Hem  number 


OMB  Net  1W4-ems 


For  NPS 1^  ©nfr  w  i";  ',: 


received^  ' 
date  #nt@red 


Woodlay  Goaling  (who  designed  the  doors  in  Trinity  Church  In 
New  York  City)  was  recruited  to  design  an  entranGeway*  Ralph 
Hinton  Perry#  the  famoua  young  saulptor  of  the  "Fountain  of 
Neptune"  at  the  Library  of  Congress^  executed  his  design. 
Henry  Bonnard  Br^onze  Co,  caet  the  twelve-foot  high^  two  ton 
doors*     ClaBsiqal  reolining  nude  feraale  figures  Art  and  SeienGe 
preside  above  in  the  transom.     Clio#.  the  muse  of  History,  holds 
a  lamp,  stands  on  the  left  door  and  pulls  back  a  veil  from  her 
eyes*     "Fhe  ourioua  figure  on  the  right  representing  EthnQl-3qv# 
holds  a  skull.     Both  north  and  south  doors  open  onto  the" 
largest  room  in  the  building,  the  State  Court,  that  is  open  to 
the^repf,  ,  Blaok  marble  staircases  lead  upward  13  feet  t;o  the 
exhibit  areas,  which  are  designed  so  that  visitors  need  not 
retraQe  their  steps*     Thirty  south-facing  windows  and  doors 
help  illuminate  the  State  court  and  the  asAibit  space.  Thirty 
eight  other  windows  and  doors  open  on  work  areas*     A  large 
carved  maple  fireplace  is  in  the  west  wing*(l) 

Today  the  Pan-toerican  Building  is  the  home  of  the  Buffalo 
and  Erie  County  Historical  Society,     As  such  it 
is  the  venua  for  various  activities  that  popularize  the  history 
and  material  cultura  of  tho  Niagara  Frontier.     Permanent  ex- 
hibits in  the  gallerias  display  artifacts  that  span  subjects 
from  pre-historic  Indian  societies,  to  the  history  of  auto- 
mobile manufacturing  in  Buffalo*     An  exhibit  on  the  Pan- 
American  deposition  is  scheduled  to  open  i^  1987,  Manuscript 
and  photographic  collections  document  lives  of  both  ordinary 
and  famous  Buf falonians.    Maps,  census  and  insurance  records, 
and  political  documents  are  sources  for  scholars  interested  in 
urban  history,  economic  history,  and  city  plaiming.  Architec- 
tural historians  have  utilized  the  extensive  collection  of 
blueprints,  and  white  prints,  as  well  as  business  records  of 
companies  which  were  headquartered  in  arehiteeturally  signifi- 
cant buildings  in  the  Buffalo  area.     The  building  is  also  the 
focus  of  amateur  and  professional  interest  in  history.  The 
Buffalo  and  Erie  Coiinty  Historical  Society  sponsors  chapters 
interested  in  the  social  and  professional  history  of  medicine, 
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^mili'tary  history*  geneaalaglcal  research*  and  araliiteatural 
aiiatory.    An  aduoatlonal  program  is  an  iinpsrtint     x-asourea  for 
^^rie  Ceun^y  schools*     Concerts  are  hel^  in  the  rotunda*  or 
estate  Court,     In  the  siunmar'tha  marble  sta£iMe     often  saryes 
^mm  the  baekdrop  for  wedding  pictures* 


Notf 


3.  m     The  building  has  often  been  tha  subject  of  lo^al  attention* 
E^avsE^apar  accounts  can  be  found  In  sarapbooki  in    ^ha  archives* 
'^The  Publications  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Sggletey  'hava  often 
caoted  the  archltactural  hiptory  and  aignlfLoince    ©f  the  build** 
S.ng#  a .g* Frank  H*  Severance*  ^Tha  New  Homm  cffchs  Buffalo 
^^istorlcal  Soclaty*'**  vol*  V*   C1902)#  pp«  389  ff«.  f  Georga  Cary* 
^Tha  Building  Daacrlbad*"  ibid.*  pp*  390'^4O4)  Dar^ial  M.  Lock- 
50d*  vol*  VI*   (1903)*  appandlx  B*  "DedlMtlDn  off   the  Build* 
^ng*"  Frank  Savarance*  ^The  Historical  BulLding  Enlargad*** 
rQl*  30*  (1930)*  pp*  27-*37*    Georga  Cary'e  eilgi»al  pencil  on 
Lissua  drawings  are  in  boxes  and  caxmlst^rs;  no«^    €65-8*23  and 
rf«*  more  whlteprints  appear  In  the  Jai^e*  WiiQ'^rm  and  Howard 
*ollactlon*  the  original  laglslativa  Reporfa,  bf  tYm^m  Board  of 
renarai  ipanagers  of  the  Eidilbit  of  the  atafct  of  ^yew  York  at  the 
»an-Amer lean  ]^5b?rt ion ,  J7B ,  Lyon  Co**  Albin^  L  ^02*  lllumin- 


L^as  tha  piamiing  of  tha  building* 
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■  imene  paragraph)  . 
The  aiumm%QU  white  marble  building  on  the  Nsrth  Bay  of 
Miavire  in  Buff  ale  is  Mchiteofcurtlly  and  hlstoclemUy 

slgnifleasit  tow  main  rsaeon©*    Kirst#  it.is  the  ©nly 

surviving  sferiaeture  from  the  enprmously  pppuiar  Fan-Amerleah 
EKpoiitien  off  '  1 901  r  which  hoped  to  ancouraga  Horth  fcnd  South 
Ainerican  ecorsomic  ties  affeer  the  Spaniih-Amerlcan  Kar*Ci)  Its 
arehitietura         a  iymb^i  in  mtonm  of    ths  teash  interventionist 
dsmocriey  of  Amciefioa  at  the  turn  of  .:fcht  gentury.    Saaond,  In 
th^'  pubiia  wfcraory  the  Pan-Am  builrtiiiH  ilao  serves  t©  mmorlai-^ 
igi  the  fair'  m  inoit  important  visiter,  Fresidant  Willam 
HeKin)iay#  an4    •thiiMmatic  and  violar^t  ivents  that  foliovi^  his 
assassilnatt^M*  (2)   in  the  mbst  publEd  ef  ^erioan  assasslna^ 
tlonsron  th^    day  HaKinlay  was  sh6t  toy  an  anarahist  naarhy  in 
an  Ixpbiitioit   lian  (now  damoliahad)  .  ovef  100#0DD  paopie-^ra  in 
attendirtaa*    ^^irdi  the  Pan-Aitieriean   Building  is  a  majer  un*- 
aitarid  eKaw^ie  of  the  work  of  the  beamc  arts  archtteot  George 
Cary^  who  ala«  deslgrtad  the  additions  in  1927-2tf  maintaining 
the' aesthetic*   unity  of  the  building*      Finaliy*  since  lfl02  the 
vhite^marble  «difice  has  houeed  the  Suffalo  and  Erie  County 
Historieai  society,  which  haM  enaurea  iti  preservation  and 
upkaip.    The  Guiding  has  also  served    as  the  central  repository 
for  artifaats    and  manuscripts  sign!  £L  cant  to  local  history ^  and 
of  national  e^vents  that  touched  olos^iy  sn  that  history*  (4)  / 
Among  its  roany  collecticna^  the  Buf  f^la  and  Eri  County  Histeri-^ 
cal  Society  h^ids  an  outatanding  store  of  Pan-toerican  memor*- 
abilii,    -  -  . 


The  Mew  York  state  Building  of  tlie  1901  Pan-^Amerlqan 
EKpoiition#  now  known,  popularly  as  Pan^'toerican  building# 

is  the  only,  e^rtant  struature  from  tha.*  important  avent  which 
was  organised  ^  to  eelebrate  North  and  ^©uth  American  ooopara«^ 
tion.  The  building  owes  its  construo^ion  to  tha  conjunction  of 
national  and  inteirnational  events  in  -fehtf  lucky  rasolutian  of  a 
local  politlcafci  impasse*     The  Erie  COTjnty  Lagislatura  allocated 
$25^000  to  erBct  a  building  to  house  ^he  collections  of  the 
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gUffalo  Sistorieal  Society*     The  Board  of  Managtrs  o£  the 
SoQiety  havered  a  site  acroas  Daiawara  Park  Lake  where  the 
Albright'— Knox  Art  Gallery  ,  now  stands.    Of  tvaiva  park  TOirani^^ 
sioners       elx  agreed  on  the  conaour^e,  but  the  other  8iK#  vho 
were  re Jtsetant  to  alter  Frederiek  Law  Olmsted  ■  s  diaign  by 
devoting    park  land  to  the  projeot#  disapproved, (3)    The  deaa-- 
look  wae    Broken  in  1898^  when  an  Erie  County  as8eniblyRian  naw^d 
Henry  W#    Hill  praposed  that  since  the  United  States  \mm  eng&cred 
in  a  war    vith  spain#  Congreaa  shduld  be  petitianid  to  postpone 
the  Pan-^^jnerioan  Exposition^   (then  slated  to  begin  in  1899)^ 
for  two  y^^ars*     The  £Kpoaition#  which  would  coniiat  almost 
entirely    of  elaborate  #  but  temporary  structuresi  vould  be  eon*- 
atrueted  _in  part  on  park  land.    Hill's  plan  hopid  to  marshal_^i 
New  York    State  funds  to  erect  a  permanent  building  to  repr#ap€nt 
the  statfe  at  the  Pan^^erican  Expositions^    Aftemrd  the  Bu^^ 
falo  Hi^t^ topical  Society  would  take:  control  pf  thi  building*  In 
the  enthiu^siasm  for  the  Pan-^erican  EKpoaitioni  the  public 
pressure  :3iot  to  use  park  lands  eased.    Three  hundired  fifty 
acres  ojf    Delaware  Park  and  adjoining  property  were  earmarks^ 
for  the  p-^0ject. 

The  ^wo--year  delay^  allowed  for  cansiderable  care  in  thte 
planning  :rf©r  thia  building  #  and  for  a  considerably  larger  ^i^sn 
to  be  inv^«sted.    A  parcel  of  land  on  the  North  Biy  of  Deiawa^fe 
Park  lake     was  examined  by  the  Board  of  Architecte  of  the  Expo- 
sition/ a^id  construction  waa  approved  by  a  panel  which  had  l^i^en 
appointed     by  the  young  Governor  of  New  Yorkr  Thesdore  Hoose<^ 
veit#     Th^^ough  the  efforts  of  Henry  Hill,  the  Ntv  York  statfe 
Legipiatu^^e  added  $100/000  to  the  fund  to  construot  an  "abs^  J.u« 
tely  fire^proof "  building*     Roosevelt  signed  the  appropriati^^i 
in  Maroh  «f  1900,     The  initial  outlay  was  $175/ 000,  anS  the 
eventual  investment  was  approximately  500/000  uninflated  dol  — 
lars# 

The  ^rganigers  of  the  fair  frankly  acknowlidgid  their 'ly«pe 
that  the  ^Pan-American  Expos  it  ion  would  further  GOirmercial  c03i*' 
tacta  bet'Sireen  Anglo  and  Latin  America, (5)    The  Pin-American 


692 


tip.  10^31^^ 


United  ^^ait#s  Dgpartiiientof  the  InMarlDr 

National  Park  Sarvica  ?r  f«n3S^^  W^^^ 


Maiionai  Regis ler  of  Historic Naces 


^enifcory — Nomination  IForni  ^d^aitinte^^d 


ge 


Exposition  t©ok  on  ipieial  ei^^nlf  Ic^wi  because  durlftcM  fchi 
plaiming  of  the  EKposition  th^B  Unl^^d  itatas  fought  a     vi^  w^ith 
Spain  r  on  the  territory  ©f  a  L^atin  ^wiean  nelgiiba^#  vhiafu 
mmt,m.^X±B^Bd  mBriamn  BVipBriQ^LXi^Y  ov%fiuropean  intet^^ts  irL  the 
region.     Most  of  the  build in^^  at  th.€ apposition  whlc»i  vers 
designed  in  an  elaborate  "Spaaxiiah  B%3iiliaanea"  styi% a  K^-ope-*- 
ful    ^3f^BDl  of  a  rejuvenated  L-a  jitiri  ^^cira*    At  fitst 
0uri«iieity  that  qeorgi  Cary#  t  ^he  arilltigt  of  the  mm  York 
Stat^«  bnilding,  ehois  an  aqUal  ayMolla  (but  dif f%jr^nt)  a^E^- 

Ghi^«eture  that  emulittd  th#  d  JIesign  cf  the  golden  of  Ataien- 

imn   iinperial  democraay,    fiKpia_Ainin^  -thli  requires  a  1b»rlif  de- 
tour"   in  political  hiatory* 

^    Teddy  Roesevelti  a  man  of  ^  escpan^lvi  temperament/     vaa  aaso 
deeideday  an  expansionist  in  K^Ls  f or^lgn  polloy  viev^«*  Bte^use 
he  well  represemid  and  #haj^pe^  the  iggressive  qu^iB-ty  of 

taier^Aean  dejnooraey  in  turn-tff-^-the-o^ritury  ^merioa        OIb  oft^n 
rega^a^d  as  a  lymboi  for  thP  ag.ge*     l^ratroapeet  he  ^sems  tKie 
perfect  figure  to  have  open#d  ^a  *air  devoted  to  inte^ — ^eri^an 
eomne^Gial  ©pportimity,  .  It  la      not  eurprising  that  tils  fair  at 
Buff  al©  also  refleotid  the  0ktitbe«nt  toarican  spirit/  flugh 
from    tlie  recent  victory  over  ttlie  detaining  Spanish  ^rti^ire. 
Slight Xy  north  of  the  New  VotK      Stata  biiilding,  for  e5«M»inpie4  the 
Up,S^    Government  t^ildings  250  tfiit  high,  topped     by  a  SO 

foot    olaseical  winged  victory  •        the  giant  aerial.  flMworki 
dispiay  in  September  1901  mpmX^  led  ottfc  a  pyroteohniis  v^laome  to 
Preeident  McKinley   "Chief  of  eijur  f^mtlonand  our  Empir«."{6) 

It  is  in  this  context  th^»t  the  srohlteotural  sjwb^Usm  of 
the  hj^w  York  State  building  itiu^^t  not  be  overlooked  *  Para— 
^^rioan  building  is  a  "period      piea#»*  In  the  fullest  ssensti 
beemu^e  it  self-aonaGiousiy  %fli1^o4ieS  the  ideals  of  m  l^istof^aal 

Concerns  for  wntinuitV  Wifeuld  hivi  demanded  that^  tha^tO^ew 
Yoric    state  building  Hi©  folltfJWw  tn^  Spish  Ranaissa»ei^e  gfyi  ^- 
But  tlie  pieanf  olassioil  lin%^      of  tyi^  Fin-Ainerioan  bui.  ading,^ 
are  roinininisoent  not  of  the  Pirelli ta^tura  of  the  fmamh-^±  Eur»-- 
pean   past^  but  of  Giaiiical  Qt^mmam.     Morm  and  during  ^  thi 
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Spaniih^Amerlcan  War#  Spain  wms  ds^nausicid  as  ar^^Qld  played-out 
pQwerf  a  decadent  foreign  potenta^^^e  with  no  ap^^Qpriata  role  in 
the  new  world*    At  the  tutn  ©f  thsla  Qmrii^ryg  tlfc«  Greeks  were 
admired  far  being  both  deinacratic  .  ^         taper iaJL^ist,  Ifheee 
cultural  pref erenaee  of  the  turn  tii  century^  are  literally 

Garvid  in  stone  at  the  Nev  Yos^H  S^fcats  lyilding*    <  7 ) 

In  the  broader  realm  of  c^uit&aral  Mitory,   ^he  veil  preser- 
ved building  stands  as  the  tangib^^a  sjifeoi  of  t^ia  American 
f^dalnatlon  with  national  and  int^^rna^ionil  a^p»^aitions«  (8) 
Th#^  Fan^Ameriaan  Exp.oaition  Was  tKie  euiiiiinatioiL.   of  a  string  of 
gMnd  nineteenth-century  faire  th^at  a-ttrioted  nuJlllions  of 
atlainSi  and  reassured  them  of  ho^ir  fa^as  a  nat  J^on  they  had 
aommt  Earlier #  the  industrial  E5c^^oei^lon  at  Bu^ffal©  in  1869# 
tli#  Centennial  inhibition  at  Phil^^delphla  in  18  ^6  #  The  Columbia 
Expaaltpn  at  Chicago  in  1893i  The      Cotton  States     Exposition  at 
Atlanta  in  1895#  and  the  Pari^  Esc^sositta  in  19*^0  (the  sole 
reltcof  which  is  the  Eiffel  Tovei^)  aaihad  beeai  shavcaaes  of 
technology  and  conrnieree,    Preaida^nt  MoKinley^  w^iese  determina- 
tieti  to  attend  the  Pan-American  E^^po^ition  prov«Md  fateful  # 
regaifded  fairi^  as  a  "record  of  th^a  wPrM*i  adva«icamente# "  and 
th0  "timekeepers  of  progress,"     It^ter^it  in  the     fair  was  enor- 
mousi  One  of  every  ten  Ameriean^^^  mow  than  ei^aht  million 
pec^le^  passed  the  exposition  g^^^mm  iftthe  Sumnt^er  of  1901  • 
There  tQ  be  educated  and  dalighte^a^  #aeh  night  ^.hey  marveled  at 
tha  tichnologieal  achievement  or  ^s.jie  Eliotric  T^^wer*  baily# 
th^jr  very  intrigued  by  the  demon^^^ratiQns  of  na^^ional  crafts 
attd  dances^  stirred  by  the  mu^ic  John  Philip     Sousa  and 

thrilled  by  the  thtmder  of  the  R^^^al  Meiciean  Ar^tillery*  (9) 

fha  New  York  State  Building  S.^  sttuited  at     what  was  the 
Elinvood  Avenue  entrance  to  the  Pptea^A^eirlDan  Bscp^saitlon^  and  was 
the  first  sight  of  the  greater  pe^^tiahof  BKhlb^.tion  visitors. 
It  vae  intended  as  a  reception  hPS^l  for visitln^j  dlgnitaries# 
and  the  press.    A  suite  was  const^nieted for  the     Governor's  use* 
Not  juet  dignitaries  came' to  the  ^^aijf  in  the  Suc^uner  of  1901  of 
courier  nearly  120^000  people  to^l^  the  time  to  ^sign  the  guest 
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registry  in  the  Xohhy  of  the  Net^York  Mtate  building*     The  naw 
president^  William  McKinley         hii  vi«ce-president^  Theodare 
Roosevelt,  were  among  the  visittfW.ClO    j     Organizers  urged  visi- 
tors to  feel  thamsalves  to  be  part  of  ^^fche  proceedings*  The 
■•Short  Sejrmon  for  Sightseers'*  M|,nd^d      fair--goers  "when  you  get 
inside  the  gates  you  are  part  of  the  sSiow."  (ll) 

The  millions  who  had  attended  the      fair  felt  theinselves  to 
be  part  ' of  another  drama  #  but  a,  tragic     one  that  ended  the  Pan- 
Ameriopn  EKpositlon.     More  than  WiOO^D  people  were  gathered  to 
hear  the  President  at  the  Temple  of  iru^sie,  September  6,  1901  # 
but  Instead  of '  listening  to  his  ipeeeh^  hushed  erowds  watohed 
in  horror  as  the  "eleetrlbal  ambylinofi*^  wound  through  the 
grounds  aonveying  the  wounded  P^ieidarifc=  to  the  Improvised  and 
iil-equipped  hospital*    Hlotln3  issued     when  the  assassin,  an 
anarchist  named  Leon  OEoigosE,  wib  aX^^^  rushed  across  the 
esplanade*     When  HeKlnley  died#  ilnt  a^^ain  broke  out,  Cleo- 
patra's needle  was  hauled  down/  llciiita     werp  smashed,  a  oafe 
destroyed.  (42)     Teddy  Roosevelt,  "that     damned  cowboy"  as 
McKinley 's  friend  Mark  Hanna  eailid  hli^,  was  sworn  In  as  Presi- 
dent,    CEOlgosz  was  quickly  t^iedj  fourad  guilty,  and  executed  a 
fca^^  forty  five  days  after  the  asBiBBlr^atlon* 

For  praatieal  purposes*  tH^  iistB^lnation  was  also  the 
death  taiell  of  the  Imposition*     Aftenda^nce  fell  off  sharply* 
Congress  underwrote  some  of  thp  debt  iiss^currad  by  Exposition 
organlEers,     The  New  York  Stat#  WWlrteg  iiself  passed  into  the 
mora  seeure  financial  hands  ot  WaBufr^alo  Hlstorlqal  society 
In  February  1902,  whloh  accounts  for  it^a  good  condition  today. 
XJnllke  the  rest  of  the  Exposltloji  build^ings  which  were  torn 
down#  funds  were  provided  for  thficonti  valued  upkeep  and  enhance- 
»ient  of  the  Historical  Society  b-uiidinr  • 

Among  these  enhancements*  tjiabrori^ae  doors,  still  used  for 
public  access  to  the  building*  ^^a  iipei.^lally  noteworthy.  { l' 3) 
^he  director  of  the  Society #  An^w  Lan^gdon,  hired  J.  woodley 
Gosling  (who  designed  the  doora  in  Trinity  Church  in  New  York 
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City)  to  deeign  an  entraneeway*     Halph  Hinton  Perry #  tht  famous 
young  ecuJlptor  of  the  "Fountmin  of  .Neptune"  at  the  Lilsrary  of 
Congress^  exesuted  his  dealgne    The  Henry  Bonnard  Bronie  Co« 
east  the  twelve-foat  hlgh#  two  ton  doors« 

The  integrity  of  the  design  of  the  building  did  not  euffer 
vhen  two  wings  were  added  in  the  .period  1927-29.     Coherence  was 
mmintairied  because #  happily #  the  original  arahiteet  vas  etill 
at  vorkf  though  nearly  thirty  years  had  passed.     George  Cary# 
the, Harvard  and  Pari entrained  President  of  the  American  Xneti^ 
tuts  of  ArchlteetSf  and  the  founder  of  the  Beaux  Arts  iriB'titute 
of  D#sign  in  New  York#  added  the  sections  that  now  houie  the 
library #  archives ,  and  the  auditorivun» 

Currently  the  building  is  the  venue  f^r  various  activities 
that  popularize  the  history  and  material  culture  of  thi  Niagara 
Frontier.     Permanent  e^diibits  in  the  galleries  display  arti^ 
facts  that  span  subjects  from  pre-historic  Indian  aoQiities#  to 
the  history  of  automobile  manufacturing  in  Buffalo.    M  ejdiibit 
on  the  Pan*AmeriQan  Sxposltion  is  scheduled  to  open  in  1987* 
Hanuserlpt  and  photographic  collections  document  livas  ef  Irath 
ordinary  and  famous  Buf falonians.    HapSf  census  and  Iniurance 
records #  and  political  documents  are  Sources  for  scholars  in- 
terested in  urban  history,  economic  history,  and  city  plazming. 
The  building  is  also  the  focus  of  amateur  and  profesaiQnaX  in- 
terest In  history.     The  Buffalo  and  Erie  County  HlstoriaaX 
Society  sponsors  chapters  interested  in  the  social  and  prof  es- 
eional  history  of  medicine,  military  history,  geneaologloal  irc- 
search,  and  architectural  ^listory.    An  educational  progfajn  is 
an  Important  resQurca  for  Erie  Courity  schools*     Concerts  are 
held  In  the  rotunda,  or  state  Court.     In  the  sununer  tha  marble 
staircase  often  serves  as  the  backdrop  for  wedding  pictures. 

In  many  ways,  both  actual  and  symbolic,  .  the  building  l^nds 
authenticity  and  depth  to^  popular  understanding  of  hlstsry. 
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Cap*  le-m-M 

Umted  Sfiatas  D#paKlmant  off  the  InfcifloF 

National  Park  Sarvica  n^iS^^^f  ^ 

National  Registey  of  Hlslorlc  Piaces 
Inventory— fNomSnatioii  Porm  dat#«,tB^^^#;^/u%;t 

Contliniation  ^eet  iiemnumbef   ^ 


1.     In  1921  the  Secretary  of  tH  Buffalo  Hietarleal  Socife-ty 
discuee^d  the  significance  pf  ^lila  building.     Ha  began 
saying  ^hat  it  would  probably  ^Jvays  ^  Essonimtad  with  t^^lia 
Pan-Anteriean  Exposition*^    ABm&mAn  the  present  glgniflea^iiibG  of 
the.  building  must  hagLn  thare  fcoOj  sea  Frank  H.  Oeverenee-  The 
Book  of  tha  Huseum^  vol,  fflCV^  yyb'llcations  of  the  Buffalo 
Hietorigal  Society^   (1921)^  p^^Ti  ^ 

2#    See,  a.g»f  the  popular  iac^lhlitory,  Riohajrd       Broi^^f  and 
Hobert  Watson #  Buffalo i  Lake  filjin  Niagara  Land#  Wlndsa^ar 
Fubliaations#  1981  #  Ghmpte^  VJtr^"fh^  Pan-Ameriean  Exposi^*ion# 
pp*  132*141* 

3«     The  Pan^Am  building  and         lotivitiea  of  the  Buffalo  and 
Brie  eotmty  Historical  Sooi^tf  art  disaussad  in  ibid.,  &p-«  216 


4*    One  of  the  bast  aouroea        iiifermation  on  the  Pan-^Mie^K-ican 
building  and  its  cansttuotleti  %ja^he  sarapbooka  and  othe^r 
doaumanta  hel^  by  the  Buffalo  w^Erie  Coimty  Historieal  ^Soaie* 
ty  in  its  library  and  arahiv%#* 

5,  Nell  Harris #  argues  in  ••Husiiiif  Merahandising,  and  tfeie 
Popular  Tasta, "  lan  M.G.  Quimtpy  idn  Material  culture  and  tha 
Study  o£  Amerioan  Life#  W.W,  ilo^tOfif  &  Co.,  Naw  York,  197S~p, 
143,  that  tha  ^graat  expositlpn^^ Buffalo's  Pan-JtoariQan  ^3Kpo- 
sition  among  them,  ware  not  tal^iin  the  traditional  sen^^a  of 
marchants  anaount^^arp,  they  b^a^gni  oriented  toimrd  aonsuan^^^a, 
tha  apposition  beaame  a  "giaJtt  #difartislng  organ  rather  th^an  a 
protected  site  usad  t©  mmkx  Goiti^freial  transaations* " 

6.  Mark  Goldman,  High  Hopa§ i  Tyi Rise  and  Deelina  of  Bijf ^^aio 
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United  States  Dapertment  of  the  Interior  .  ^ 

Natipnil  Park  Sarvled  ■  For  hps  4^ 

National  Register  of  Historic  Plaaaa 

F©3it©rif--— Noniijiatson  Form  jdai^^ttf^ 


^ttlimtation  sheet  Itenri  nurnb^    fage 


Nw  Yoyk*  State  University  of  New  York  Press#  A3tbanyf  1983 
p.  8» 

7»  for  the  admiration  thit  Viatorians  held  for  'tt-he  Greek  im^ 
pmwLmX  ag©#  see.  for  eKample  Hiohard  Jank^s^  Th^s  vigtoriane  and 
Apafent  Greaeej  Har^rd  Uriiveraity  Press#  aasn^^£dge#  1980#  and 
Frank  K«  Turner #  The  Greek  Herit;aqe  in  viGfcoriaBgt  Britain^  Yaae 
university  Freaa#  New  Hiytn,  1981  #  espeeialiy  CKimpter  l^" 

8*    The  Fan-Aroeriean  Bxpeiition  at  Buffalo  ra^^  with  the  late- 
19th  Mntu^  fairs  at  ChlQigQ  and*  Philadelphia  ^mm  "particularly 
well  attendedf  "  Harrisi  ifeid.f  p.  145 •     ••Fair-g^ingi "  he  saya# 
vms  a  typical  eic^rienge  fof  the  ^erioan  at  th^^  turn  of  the 
eentury*''    The  signifieinse  of  world's  faire  is     disouseed  in 
Kenneth  LuoiAurstf  The  sterv  of  E^chibitions*  stKadio  Fuhlica^ 
tionsf  New  Yorkf  1951  #  and  John  ft.  Hepe#  Ttm  MaMcina  of  urban 
Awei'^Ga*  Frinoeton  Uni^rsity  Press f  1965 /mp*     chapter  18 r  and 
iJolm  F*  Hasfon#  aivilizliig  the  Haohinei  Teehnolcpgy  and'  Rewbli- 

Virtueg  in  toiarlaaf  1776-19QQ#  Grossman  Piib^.laherg#  Vlkin^f 
Prese^  New  York #  iSTe*   Among  the  many  looal  tr^Lbutes  to  the 
building  is  Daniel  N«  Laglofood'Sf  who  said  in  "'^nie  Buffalo  His- 
torical Society  and  the  State  of  New  York*     ^^^"^   nations  of  the 
Buffalo  Historical  gocietVi  vol.  Vl^  (1903),  p,—  611,  "Grand  and 
substantial  in  all  its  arahitectural  lines  and  ^proportions  #  it 
will  stand  here  for  all  tlmi  as  a  monument  to  [^3eorge  Cary's] 
intelligence  and  fidelityf  is  well  as  a  ramlndeK^ ,  of  the  wonder^ 
ful#  beautiful  and  instructive  Fan-^erlcan  ^^c^sltion  of 
1901." 

9*    HarriSf  ibid«#  pp*  143-<1§0#  passim* 

10«  The  signature  books  remain  in  the  collect l^^n  of  the  Buffa- 
lo and  Erie  county  Historical  society  Archives* 

11.  Sophia  A,  Walker #  •'An. Art  Impression  of  the  Exposition," 
yndettendent  53,  2746#   (July  18,  1901),  1678, 
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12,  An  acG©unfc  ©f  these  events  can  be  foimd  in- Goldman,  High 
Hoggs #  pp,  1"20« 

13.  Henry  W.  Hill,   ••Bronze  Doors  at  the  Historieal  Soeiety,»« 
Hanuaorlpt  collect ion r  Buffalo  Historical  aociety  archiveei 
Herman  Sass#  "The  Bronze  Doors      Buffalo  and  Erie  County  His- 
torical society  Nevsletter*   rJan.^Feb. ,  1982)#  pp,  1-3|  and  . 

,  scrapbopks •  - 
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9»  Major  Bibliographical  Refdrences 


PTeasi  see  continuation  sheet  page  9-1. 
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10.  Geographical  Data  

Acreage  of  nominated  prfypmrty  Ibbb  toan  1  acre  ^ 

Quadrangl.  nam»  Buffalo  ttortlwBst  Quadrangla  seal.  _AlM^QP. 
UTM  References 

A|l,7|  i6|7,3|2,8p|    j  4,  7|  5. 5|  6, 1, 0|  »|   ,  J  I   I    ,   I  ,   .  I  |    .  |   .  |   ,  .  I 

Zone     Easting                Northing  fekT  Eakling '  '   '  '  NoVthinJ  '   '  '  ' 

^LJ-J  M    ■  I    I   I  I    I    I    I   I   I    I   I   I  Oi  l   \  i   I    .   I  ■   ■  I  i   ,  I   ,   i   .  .  [ 

bLU  M    I  I    I    I  M    I    I   i   I    I    ,   I  M   .   I  I   I    .   I  .   .  I  I   .   I    .   I   ,  .  I 

°LU  I    t   I   I    I    ,  I   I    i    I   t   I    M   I  HUJ  I   I    ,   I  .   ,  f  1,1.1.  .  I 


Verbal  boundary  dMcrlptlen  and  Juatifieatlon 

Thim  nomijTatlon,  is  lindt^  to  the  etructurte  and  a  foot  of  lawi  aroimd  its  p^jjietar  {see 
Site  nB,p)  9 


Mst  all  statM  and  eountlos  for  proportles  overlapping  sfat#  or  county  boundaries 

gga^  county  eode   

code  eounty   ^odm 

i  1  ■  Form  Prepared  By 

name/tftfe  55' pff " ""^^u^^^ I^?  ^^^"'"^  ^^'^'^^  Executive  Dlractori  Dr,  Thomas  E.  Leary,  Director 
neme/tme  pf  Research  and  Interpr^t^i^inn^  ^pft  Pr    Srntt  Fhrrlr,  Pr^^^v^^h  ua.^^aU  ^^^^^^^^ 

organisation         Buffalo  and  Erie  County  Historical        ^^j-     January  13,  1986 

 — —   Socioty    - —  —  "  - :     _  _      _        . _ 


Hreet&numb#r  25  Nottingham  Court   ^  telephone  716-873-9644 

ol^  or  town        Buffalo  24216 

12,  State  Historic  Preservation  Off  leer  Oertifieation 

The  evaluated  significance  of  this  property  within  the  state  Is: 
    national  stato   local 

As  the  designated  State  HIstorle  PreiervatlDn  Officer  for  the  National  Historic  Preservallon  Act  of  1966  (Public  Law  89=- 
€65),  I  hereby  nominate  this  property  for  Ineluslon  In  the  National  Regliter  and  certify  that  It  has  been  evaluated 
according  to  the  criteria  and  procedures  set  forth  by  the  Natlonel  Park  Saivloe. 

Stete  Historic  Preservation  Officer  signature 

title   date 

For  NPS  us#  only 

I  hereby  eertify  that  this  property  Is  InGluded  In  the  National  Reglstef 

  '  date   

Koepof  ^  the  National  Rsgtet^ 

Att^li   date 

Chief  of  Raglrtralion  2416 


CPS  sM-f .    :  > 
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Hlchard  C,  Brawn,  and  Robert  Watson,  Buffalo i  Lake  city  in  Nlag^ 
ara  lMnd»  wlndeor  Publiaatione,  1981 1    Mark  &ildman#  High  HoMat 
The  Hlea  and  Decline  ©f  Buffalo  New  York#  State  UniverSfty  of  Nav 
York  Prmmm,  Albany,  1983|    Kail  Harris >  "Hus€.wis,  Herehandising, 
and  the  Popular  Taeta,»»  Ian  M.G*  Quiraby  ed..  Material  Culture  and 
the  Study  of  ^eriean  Lifa^  W.W.  Norton,  £i  Oo,^  New  Yotk,  1978T~ 
iJatei  F.  KmmmonM  civilizing  the  Maehinei  Teeteelocry  and  Heeubllean 
Virtues  to  teerica,  1776^1900%  Grosraian  Fublishars#"^king  pimmm^ 
Nev  York,  1976 1     Kantieth  Luckhurat,  Thm  Story  of  Esehibitiong . 
Studio  Publications,  New  York,  19S1|  Jolm  W,  RapsT^a  Making  of 
Urban  toteriea,  Princjeton  University  Press,  1965|        Frank  H. 
S^veranoe,  *»Tha  New  Hoi^  of  the  Buffalo  Historioal  Sociaty,« 
^bllgationg^  Buffalo  Hietorieal  Soeietv  vol.  V,  (1902},  pp*  388 
ff#l  iSeorge  Cary,  "The  Building  Dasoribed,^  ibid,,  pp.  39a-404i 
Daniel  M,  Loelwood,ibid.,  vol.  VX,  (1903),  appendix  B,  •"Dedioa- 
tion  of  the  Building,"  Frank  Severanoa,  "The  Historical  Building 
as  Enlarged,"  vol.  30,   (1930),  pp.  27«37. 
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NatlMMl  Park  S«fffe«  tmtmimMi 

iM  InttruetlMi  In  M#  Id  ^i^MM  M 

T?P#iiUHitriw^eQifipttti   


WttOrte  Texas  Centennial  E^pQsitiQn  Gildings  (1936-37) 


tpj  er  ^ttMfidn  Pair  Park  (site  of  Taxes  State  Paigs  1886-date) 


itfft  A  miifi^  nQgth#agt  of  Parn^  Avanue  -  2nd  Ayenu#  lnt#raectlQn  not  tef  pyette^on 

eltf ,  te#ri        Pallas  ^yfeiiiitf  of 


la^    ^        Te3€ag  eoflt  ^yiW  Pallas 


0*flMlli#  ilaM  #fMMIIfM 

— .MIiNfii(8)   .prititt  _yMetii^  _»iiMtmiMti   

— ^itniatiM  both  mrft  in  pr^Mt  ^.adyoMOfial  _Miral*MlteiM 

„iltt  NiMlo  M^MMtl#fi  AoMMMo   ^  MmfttififfMfit   \tM»mm 

 inpro^  _fMirttWcW   9Qftfiimo<ii   .MMifie 

„  Ming  coaMtfM  ^fMiufmwmd   ^IMimiil   tMMpeiMon 

-  ^   no    tttlHttry   oMfi 


4>  0wft#f  #f  Pf#^Hir 


ntiflo     city  of  Pallas 


•mot  A  mmi&of         150D  Marllla 


iltf,te»ft  Pallas   ^ttetnitpof  ^  ttato   Texas  75202 

i,  kooatloft  of  koflal  PoooHotioii  ~- 

^ftttoiiio,  joglttff  of  ^tidi,  ote,    Dallas  aQunty  clerk   

iMot  A  fimnbor  SOD  Main 


eHf.tonn        Dallas  Texas  7i202 


Wjg               ^^^^    hat  trHt  pfoftoftf  ooon  dttofmifiod  —ft  _no 

^  ^ — ^f^^l  _eoyfit»  looal 
4tpo»Ho^  for  oyffof  raoofds 

oHfttown  ______  itato  


7.  Description 


  exctnent 
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X .  altered 


Cheek  one 

X  original  eite 
moved  d 


date 


D#sarlb*  the  prosent  and  original  (If  known)  physioal  appearaneo 

Fair  Park  houaea  gome  30  structures  that  date  from  the  Texas  Centennial  Exposition  o 
1936  and  Its  continuation^  the  Greater  Texas  Pan  American  Exposition  of  the  followln 
year.  The  site  has  been  used  for  the  State  Fair  since  1886;  several  of  the  buildingf 
were  built  for  the  fair  and  altered  to  correspond  with  the  Centennial  architecture. 
The  site  is  still  used  as  the  site  for  the  Fair,  and  some  of  the  buildings  have  sinM 
been  altered  to  accommodate  this  use*  A  few  structures  have  burned  or  been  demolish^, 
A  few  new  ones  have  been  erected.  The  Park,  overall  however,  strikingly  reflects  t'he 
Exposition  era.  This  extends  to  the  landscape  plan  of  the  Exposition j  which  is  also 
generally  Intacc, 

Buildings  and  features  relating  to  the  character  of  the  district  (numbered  and  lettered 
according  to  the  accompanying  map)  are  described  below* 

THE  ESPLANADE  OF  STATE 

This  area  of  the  Park  contains  the  Esplanade  of  State  and  adjacent  buildings  as  listed. 
In  area,  this  is  the  largest  portion  of  the  Park  and  was  the  primary  focus  of  the 
Exposition, 

Parry  Avenue  Entrance  Gates  and  Pylon  (l)(i936) 

The  Parry  Avenue  entrance  features  carved  reliefs  and  six  gold=leafed  metal  medallions, 
A  central  85 '-high  pylon  designed  by  George  Dahl  Is  topped  with  a  gold  star  represent 
ting  the  Lone  Star  of  Texas,  At  the  base  is  a  sculpture  frieze  of  a  buffalo  hunt  and 
a  pioneer  wagon  train  designed  by  Texas  artist  James  Buchanan  Winn,  Jr,  The  monumental 
scale  of  the  pylon  frames  the  entrance  to  the  Esplanade,  an  Imposing  and  beautiful 
vista.  Lower  gates  stand  to  either  side  of  the  pylon.  This  entrance  replaced  an 
entry  gate  and  building  designed  by  James  Flanders  about  1900, 

The  Esplanade  of  State  (A-C)  (1936) 

The  Deco-style  Esplanade  of  State,  the  most  formal  axis  within  the  Parkj  provides  a 
direct  connection  between  the  Parry  Avenue  entrance  and  the  State  of  Texas  Building, 
This  axis  Is  on  a  southwest-northeast  direction.  The  axis  is  comprised  of  three 
areas  I  the  Grand  Plaza  (A)  (the  entrance),  the  Esplanade  proper  (B),  and  the  Court  of 
Honor  (G) ,  the  plaza  In  front  of  the  State  of  Texas  Building.  The  Esplanade  of  State 
leads  from  the  main  entrance  to  the  State  of  Texas  Buildlngi  Its  centerpiece  is  the 
reflecting  pool,  100 ■  by  700*  long. 

At  the  southwestern  end  of  the  pool's  fountain  are  decorative  pylons  designed  by  Pierre 
Bourdelle,  Oa  each  side  of  the  pool  are  two  100'=by-175'  courtyards  dedicated  to  the 
regions  of  Texas.  Featured  in  the  courtyards  are  statues  which  symbolize  the  six 
governments  that  have  ruled  over  Texas—Spain,  France,  Mexico,  the  Republic  of  Texas, 
the  Confederacy,  and  the  United  States. 
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thTmm  ©f  tha  statues  mtm  the  work  of  l^urenee  Tennay  Stevans,  la  one,  Spain  carries  a 
MStle  in  onm  arm  and  aastanets  in  the  other  hand.  The  seGOnd  faatures  a  woman  repre- 
senting the  Confederaajf.  She  has  a  band  of  seven  stars  around  her  headj  symbolic  of 
the  tiMj  at  the  start  of  the  Civil  War,  when  TeKas  was  the  seventh  State  to  secede 
from  the  Ualan.    Thm  Texas  seulpture  has  a  Lone  Star  above  her  heade 

Centennial  BuildiBg  (Transportation/ Chrysler  Building)  (4)(1905g  1936) 

How  known  as  the  Centennial  Buildinf^  this  Spanish  Romanesque  building  by  architect 
James  Flanders  was  modernised  and  enlarged  In  an  Art  Dec©  style  for  the  Centennial 
^position*  It  bounds  the  northwest  side  of  the  Esplanade  of  State.  The  porticos 
were  added,  providing  plaees  f©r  statues  and  cement  frese©  murals,  and  the  ©riginal 
Eaplasade  facade  was  renovated « 

The  Centennial  Building  retains  the  artwork  created  for  the  Exposition*  Along 
the  facade  above  each  entrance  are  raised  cement  frescoes,  known  as  cameo  reliefs,  by 
Pierre  Bourdelle.  ^presenting  different  modes  ©f  transp©rtatlon,  they  are  "Speed" 
(Han  and  tagel) ,  for  air  transportationi  "Locomotive"  (Man  and  Eagle),  for  rail| 
"Stremllne"  (Cougar  and    Bison),   for  landi   and   •'Man  Taming   Wild  Horsey"   for  water. 

Daughters  of  the  Aaerican  Revolution  Building  (Continental  Oil  Hospitality  House) 
(3)  (1936)    -=          ^   ^ 

How  used  as  the  taughters  of  the  toerican  Revolution  House,  this  2-story  house  In 
Southern  Colonial  Plantation  style  features  a  2-story  front  porch  supported  by  six 
col^ws  and  a  balustraded  deck  over  the  porch.    The  architect  was  W*R.  Brown* 

Haintenance  Buiiding  (Hall  of  Administration)  (2)  (1910) 

Originally  constructed  by  architect  James  Flanders  as  the  State  Fair  Coliseum,  this 
Spanish  Romanesque  style  building  was  renued  and  reaodeled  in  Art  Dec©  style  for  the 
tentennial  iKposltion.  It  is  to  the  left  or  northwest  of  the  Parry  Avenue  Entrance 
Qate8#  It  is  presently  used  for  maintenance  equipment  and  storage  and  is  now  known  as 
the  Haintenance  Buildings  Durl^  the  Exposition,  this  building  housed  the  Centennial 
Corporation  offices.  The  Exposition's  architectural  staff  also  maintained  its  office 
in  this  building. 

Automobile  Building  (i)  (1948) 

This  eclectic^style  building^  on  the  southeast  side  of  the  Esplanade,  faces  the  Centen- 
nial Building  across  the  Esplanade  of  State.  It  replaced  the  Electric,  Comunicatlons ^ 
and  Varied  Industries  exhibit  buildings  which  burned  in  the  1940s.  Portions  of  Its 
facade  (at  entries)  are  painted  to  match  the  color  of  the  original  surrounding  buildings. 
The  engineers  for  Its  construction  were  Bill  Cobb  and  Ed  Wilson^ 
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Thm  three  matehing  stacues  flanking  the  north  side  were  dona  by  Raoul  Jo see t  and  survive 
from  19369  They  are  20*  high  and  mounted  on  12*  pedestals.  France  has  a  fleur-de-lis 
©n  her  ehest  and  grapes  in  her  hand.  The  traditional  eagle  and  snake  are  features  of 
the  statue  of  MeKieo.  The  United  States  has  a  shield  on  her  chest  and  holds  a  laurel 
sprig . 

Old  Mill  Inn  (Morten  Hilling  Industry  Building)  (7)  (1936) 

This  building  behind,  or  souths  of  the  Automobile  Building ^  when  built  for  the  Centennial 
Exposition,  housed  a  modern  eKperimental  flour  mill.  It  la  presently  known  as  Old  Mill 
Inn  and  houses  a  restaurant.  It  is  a  rough-stone  structure  with  towers  and  gables,  in 
a  19th--Gentury  domestic  eclectic  style. 

Hall  of  State  (State  of  Texas  BuildingXSX  1936) 

Now  known  as  the  Hall  of  State,  this  structure,  at  the  head  of  the  Esplanade,  Is  regarded 
as  an  eKcellent  eiEample  of  Art  Deco  architecture  and  was  the  showpiece  of  the  Centennial 
Exposition*    It    features  a  large    curved    central  mass   with  lower  rectangular  wings. 

The  Centennial  Corporation  ^chlteets  (George  Dahl  and  staff,  including  Donald  Nelson) 
prepared  the  design  and  construction  doeiaaentB  for  this  building ,  only  to  have  the 
Board  of  Control  (a  State  agency  established  to  oversee  the  entire  Centennial  effort) 
select  another  group  of  architects  to  begin  again.  This  group  of  architects  was  called 
the  Centennial  Architects,  Associated,  and  Included  H.  B,  Thomason,  Dewitt  and  Washburn, 
Fooshee  and  Cheek,  Walter  P,  Sharp,  Ralph  Bryan,  Anton  Korn,  Mark  Lemon,  Flint  and 
Brass,  T.  J.  Galbraith,  ^thur  Thomas,  Donald  Barthelme  of  Houston,  and  Adams  and  Adams 
of  San  Antonio »  Donald  Barthelme  was  the  principal  designer  for  the  project,  and  Adams 
and  Adams  were  the  interior  designers.  The  building  was  only  partially  completed  in 
time  for  the  tentennial  Exposition  opening. 

It  houses  many  pieces  of  art,  including  statues,  friezes,  murals,  medallions,  and 
stenciled  ceilings.     The  building  Is  dedicated  to  the   State  of  Texas  and  her  heroes. 

Above  the  entrance  is  a  carved  sculpture  by  Harry  Lee  Bigson*  In  relief,  a  female 
figure  which  represents  TeKas  kneels  behind  the  Texas  flag.  Below,  the  owl  of  wisdom 
holds  the  key  to  progress  and  prosperity.  In  the  background  are  branches  from  the  State 
tree^  the  pecan. 

Focusing  attention  on  the  entrance  is  an  heroic  bronie  and  gold-leaf  statue  of  an  Indian » 
which  stands  on  a  dais  20*  high.  This  "Taj as  Warrior"  by  Dallas  sculptor  Allie  V. 
Tennant  is  11*  tall.  The  figure  acts  as  a  terminus  for  the  bronze  floors  at  the  entrance. 
The  inner   wall   of  the   niche  is  faced   with   cermic  tiles    of  deep  blue  and  orange. 

Inside  the  size  and  drwa  of  the  art  is  overwhelming.  In  the  Hall  of  Heroes,  on  marble 
pedestals,  are  six  heroic^sized  bronze  statues  of  great  figures  of  the  Texas  Revolution, 
These  statues  by  Pompeo  Copplnl  are  considered  to  be  the  finest  examples  of  his  wrk. 
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^©ve  and  ©long  the  walls  is  a  frieze  that  rfeeords  the  battles  ©f  the  Texas  Eevoluti©n. 
The  Hall  of  Her©es  opens  ©nto  the  Great  Hall,  whiGh  is  94 •  l©ngs  68*  wide  and  46' 
high,  ^feirals  span  the  north  and  south  walls.  They  depict  Texas  history  beginning  in 
1519  and  ending  with  figures  representing  the  arts  and  the  develo^ent  of  the  eotton, 
grain,  oil,  lumber,  and  agrieultural  Industries*  The  aurals,  by  Eugene  Savage 
of  New  York,  with  the  aesistanee  by  toveau  Bassett  and  Jmes  luchanan  Winn,  Jr.,  both 
of  Texas g  were  the  largest  murals  in  the  world  at  the  time  they  were  painted. 

A  magitiificent  medallion  representing  the  six  nations  that  have  ruled  Texas  is  mounted 
on  the  far  wall  of  the  hall.  Designed  by  Joseph  E*  Renier,  the  medallion,  25'  in 
diameter,  is  a  bas--rellef  in  three  tones  of  gold. 

The  floor  and  steps  of  the  Hall  are  of  verde  antique  marble  from  Vermont.  The  white 
inlay  strips  and  mosaics  of  Texas  fauna  In  the  floor  are  of  San  Saba  stone  from  central 
Texas.    The  hand-steneiled  ceiling  in  an  Aztec  motif  is  the  work  of  ^©rge  Davidson. 

The  left  wing  of  the  Hall  of  State  contains  the  last  and  West  Texas  rooms.  Tile  panels 
depict  such  West  Texas  figures  as  a  Comanche  Indian  and  a  Mexican  guitarist.  Dallas 
artist  Dorothy  Austin's  wooden  statue  of  a  c©wtay  stands  In  a  niche.  Murals  by  Texas 
artist  Tom  Lea  contain  a  Texas  cowboy  surroimded  by  cattle  and  horsemen.  The  mural  ©n 
the  opposite  wall  is  "Three  West  Texas  Folks  in  a  Wagon." 

The  East  Texas  r©©m  contains  the  '^Sleeping  Giants*'  mural  by  olin  Travis,  whieh 
depicts  East  Texas  before  and  after  the  discovery  ©f  oil* 

The  south  wing  of  the  Hall  of  State  contains  the  North  and  South  Texas  r©©ffls .  The 
North  Texas  room  contains  carved  figures  and  door  details  by  Texas  craf tsmm  Lynn  Ford 
that  represent  e©tt©n  and  wheat. 

A  large  fresco  painting  by  Texas  artist  Arthur  Starr  Niendorf f  represents  a  cart©©n 
character,  "Old  Man  Texas,"  the  ©nly  fresc©  painting  created  for  the  ^position  because 
©f  the  difficult  process  which  involved  painting  directly  on  wt  plaster. 

The  South  Texas  r©om  features  the  mural  work  of  Jmes  Owen  Mahoney,  Jr.,  with  allegorical 
figures  symbolising  the  region. 

Marg©  Jones  Theater  (Magnolia  Lounge) ( 8) (193S) 

Built  by  the  Magnolia  Petroleum  Company  (Mobil),  this  low  building,  facing  the  Grand 
Entrance  Vista,  provided  for  the  c©mf©rt  ©f  the  tep©siti©n  visit©r.  Designed  by  WiUiffli 
Lescaze,  a  Swiss-b©rn  New  York  architect,  this  was  the  first  Dallas  building ,  and 
possibly  the  first  in  Texas,  of  the  '*new"  International  style,  a  style  ©f  which  hmmammm 
was  a  leading  prop©nent  during  this  era.  It  is  Interesting  t©  n©te  that  ©f  the  limited 
coverage  of  the  Texas  Centennial  Exposition  In  the  Ftalse  tochltectural  Periodicals,  it 
is  the  Magnolia  Lounge  that  Is  mentioned  the  most. 
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Cutrenclf  known  as  the  Hargo  Janes  Theater,  the  building  hQuses  a  100-seat  theater^in* 
cht^roundy  whleh  is  not  usedg 

Sesquigantennlal  HeadquagterB  (Hall  of  Religion)  (9) (1936) 

This  Art  Deeo  building  was  built  for  the  Lone  Star  Gas  Company,  and  used  for  exhibits 
bj  various  religious  groups «  It  was  parclally  demolished  after  the  Exposition.  The 
r^nant  houses  the  State  Fair  Information  Center  and  the  offices  of  the  Greater  Dallas 
SesquiMntennlal  Committee  • 

Fair  Park  Husle  Hall  (Auditorltm)( 1Q)( 1925) 

fair  Fark  nusle  Hall  Is  situated  In  the  southwest  Qorner  of  Fair  Fark«  Used  as  an 
audltoriijm  for  the  iKposltlon,  this  Spanish  Eomaaesque  building,  by  arehiteots  Lang  and 
Wltchell^  undenent  minor  Interior  changes  to  prepare  It  for  use  by  General  Motors  for 
an  auditorium  and  ^position  space  during  the  Centennial  Exposition.  RenovaCion  and 
expansion  In  1972  were  performed  by  Jarvls  Putty  Jarvis. 

mi  AQMR^H  PARCTAY  (p) 

This  area,  northeast  of  the  Hall  of  State,  is  comprised  of  exhibition  buildings.  It 
has  a  different  scale  from  the  remainder  of  the  park.  The  feel  la  more  urban**of 
walking  doim  a  city  street  which  bristles  with  activity  rather  than  being  In  a  formal 
setting.  This  area  has  one  focal  pointy  or  landmark,  the  tower  at  the  slight  angle  in 
the  street.    The  facades  of  the  buildings  provide  a  unified  design  element « 

tebarcadaro  Building  (Foods  Bulldlng/Agrioultursl  Bullding)(12)(date  unknown) 

Mow  known  as  the  fobaraadero  and  the  Creative  tets  and.  Show  Flaoe  Theater  Building, 
this  building  was  either  built  or  ruodeled  for  the  Centennial  Exposition,  in  the 
Southwestern  style. 

Food  and  Fiber  Building  (Poultry  Buildlng)(ll)(date  unknown) 


Mow  known  as  the  Texas  Food  and  Fiber  Building.  Its  history  and  style  are  similar  to 
those  of  the  bbaroadero  Building. 

Pm  toarlcan  Building  (Llvestoek  Building  1)(13)(1917) 

Mow  known  as  the  Pan  American  Buildings  or  the  Goat  ana  Sheep  Building ^  this  building 
was  renoyated  in  1930. 

Swine  Building  (Livestock  Building  2)(14)(date  unknown) 

Its  style  and  history  parallel  those  of  the  mbarcadero  and  Food  and  Fiber  Buildings* 
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City  tomuniMtiong  BuildlDg  (Fire^  Pollee,  and  Hoapltal  Building)  (29)(1§36) 

This  DaGo-style  building  by  arehlteot  Bertram  C.  Hill  today  eontains  poliea  and  fire 
substations  whieh    serve    the    fairgrQundSi    and    WRR-^,    a    city-oTOed    radio  sCatien, 

Tm  LAGOON  (J)  AND  CENTONNIAL  PRITO 

This  area  of  the  Park  is  the  most  Informally  planned ,  with  buildings  carefully  located 
in  almost  a  sprawling  manner  around  the  lagoon,  the  pivot  point  for  the  museums.  Thm 
characteir  of  this  area  is  relaxed  compared  to  the  other  urban  spaces  irtthin  the  Park. 

Dallas  Musem  of  Fins  Arts  (20)  (1936) 

The  Dallas  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  is  due  south  of  the  Lagoon,  This  Hoderne  building  was 
designed  by  architeets  Dewltt  and  Washburn,  H.  M,  Greene,  H-  D.  toight,  ^Eoche  and 
Dahlt  and  Ralph  Be tan » 

Band  Shell  (Qpen-^air  Amphitheater)  (21) (1936) 

The  reinfored  concrete  Band  Shell  resembles  the  Holl^ood  Bowl  and  features  "streamline" 
pylons*  The  stags  will  aocommodate  a  ISO-piece  band  or  200  performers,  while  the 
amphitheater  has  a  seating  capacity  of  5^000.  The  Band  Shell  is  southeast  of  the 
Lagoon*    The  architects  were  W.  Scott  Dunne,  and  Chrlstensan  and  Christensen, 

Science  Place  (Museum  of  Domestic  Arts)  (25)(1936) 

Formerly  called  the  Health  and  Scienoe  Musera,  it  is  now  taown  as  the  Science  Place  and 
Planetarium*  It  also  houses  WRR-TO.  It  is  on  the  north  side  of  Centennial  Drive  nsar 
the  eastern  edge  of  the  Park. 

The  Cotton  Bowl  (15) (1930) 

Originally  a  single-tier  stadium *  the  upper  tiers  were  added  in  1948-49, 
Women^s  Building  (17)(1954) 

This  strueture,  by  architects  Uarrell  and  Gibbs ,  is  built  on  the  site  and  is  approxi- 
mately in  the  same  location  as  the  Ford  Motor  Company  Building  of  1936* 

Husema  of  Natural  History  (18) (1936) 

This  Hodame  structure  by  arohitects  Clyde  Griesenbeck,  Jtork  Laamon,  Frank  Keans  and 
John  Danna  is  to  the  southwest  of  the  Lagom*  The  Museum  of  Natural  History  visually 
tells  the  history  of  the  State  of  Texas  since  the  dinosaur* 


426 


624 


tip.  IQ^M 


IlilMatf  States  Dopartnnent  of  th#  Intarlor 
Nattonal  Park  Sdivlge 


National  Raglster  of  HIstorio  Plaoes 
Inventory — Nomination  Form 


Itemnumba' 


7_ 


The  architects  were  AnCon  Korn  and  J,  A,  Pltzinger*  The  WRR=FM  station  is  housed  In  a 
brick  addition  built  about  1974,  which  does  not  match  the  fleldatone  of  the  original 
portion.    The  architect  of  the  addition  was  Emll  Fretz, 

Garden  Center  (Horticulture  Building) (23) (1936) 

Now  taiown  as  the  Garden  Center,  this  building  due  east  of  the  Band  Shell,  near  the 
southeast  corner  of  the  Park,  has  been  significantly  altered  through  remodellings  and 
additions.  Architects  Arthur  E,  Thomas  and  M*C*  Kleuser  built  it-  It  was  remodeled  in 
1958  and   a    solarlias   addition,    by   Pratt,    Box,    and   Henderson,    was    put    up    In  1971- 

ttodel  Home  (24) (1936) 

Three  model  homes  were  built  by  local  contractors  xor  the  Centennial «  One  remains  in 
the  southeast  corner  of  the  Park,  and  Is  currently  used  for  storage*  Also  In  the  area 
was  the  Portland  Cement  House,  which  was  the  winning  competition  entry  of  residential 
buildings*     This  latter  building  has  been  demolished. 

Aquarlim  (26) (1936) 

This  Deco  building  by  architects  H,  B,  Thomason,  Lester  Flint  (of  Flint  and  Broad),  and 
Forshee  and  Cheek  is  northeast  of  the  Lagoon*  James  B*  Cheek  was  the  architect  of  the 
1964  addition,  built  in  the  style  of  the  existing  building. 

Police  Building  (Christian  Science  Monitor  Building)(27)(1936) 

This  Hoderne  building  is  now  the  police  station  for  the  Fairgrounds* 

THE  FEDERAL  AREA 

This  area  of  the  Park  contains  the  Federal  Building  with  adjacent  plazas  and  other 
buildings . 

Plazas  (1936) 

There  are  three  plazas  associated  with  the  U.S.  Goverment  Building*  The  first.  Federal 
Concourse  (F),  at  the  south  end  of  the  Texas  Court  of  Honor  ^  Is  the  only  vehicular 
plasa  designed  for  ceremony  in  the  complex. 

Constitution  Place  (6)  lies  between  the  U*S*  Government  Building  and  the  Women's  Building 
(on  the  site  of  the  1936  Ford  Motor  Company  Building)*  The  original  plaza  (1935)  was 
much  narrower,  with  green  scale  (grass)  between  the  plaza  and  the  buildings,  creating  a 
pleasant  exterior  space* 

Stadium  Plaza  (H)  forms  a  grand  plaza  culminating  the  entry  to  the  Cotton  Bowl.  Constl- 
tuCion  Place  opens  from  Stadlim  Plaza* 
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Tower  Building  (U,S>  Government  Building)  (I6)<1936) 

The  Tower  Building,  adjacent  to  the  TeKas  Hall  of  State  on  the  southeast,  was  tha  only 
Federal  (Sovernment  exhibit  building  at  the  tentennial  Exposition.  Its  graat  towr 
dominated  the  Exposition  site.  This  building  Is  now  used  by  the  Stata  Fair  of  Texas 
Aasociation  as  administrative  offices  and  a  reception  area  for  dlfnltarles. 

It  features  a  gold-leaf ed  eagle  at  the  top  of  the  tower,  designed  by  Raoul  Jossat  and 
executed  by  Dallas  artist  Jose  Martin.  The  sculptured  frlese  around  the  sMarior  la 
the  work  of  Julian  Garnsey.  The  scenes  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  main  entrance 
depict  Texas  history  from  1540  to  1836,  as  wall  as  various  industries.  The  struature 
features  some  excellent  Art  Deco  Interiors,  complete  with  a  grouping  of  original  lobby 
furniture  designed  by  Herman  Miller,  # 

INTRUSIONS 


Non- conforming  intrusions  detracting  from  integrity  of  the  district i 

Cattle  Barn  1  (31) 

Horse  Barn  1  (31) 

Livestock  Pavilion  (31) 

Cattle  Barn  (31) 

Coliseum  (30) 

F^ootnotes 

1  The  physical  description  of  the  structures  within  the  Dallas  Fair  Park  has  bean 
freely  adapted  from  that  appearing  In  "Fair  Park  Historie  District i  Designation  Haport** 
for  the  City  of  Dallas,  1984  (unpublished).  The  report  was  corroborated  by  on-site 
inspection  of  the  facilities  during  a  tour  of  the  Park  by  Historian  Stephen  Snyder  on 
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8.  Significance 


Period 


Areas  ef  Slgnifisanee^Qheck  and  justify  below 


prahtstoris 
1400-1499 
150^1699 
1i00-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-^1899 
1900^ 


arQhtalogy'prehrstoric 

afchtofogy^htstonc 

agrrciiiturt 

architecture 

art 

eemrnunicationi 


Sp«€ifia  dales  1936-37 


community  planning 

csnservation 

©eenomics 

education 

engineering 

eifplorifion  settlement 

industry 

inyentian 


lindicape  architecture 
law 

literature 

miijtary 

music 

phlioeephy 

politics  government 


Builder  Architect      Georg©        Dahl  at  al. 


Statvment  off  Significance  (In  one  paragpaph) 


religion 
science 
aculpiLire 
social 

humanitarian 
theater 
=  transportation 
other  ^ipecify) 

Rear  ea  tion.. . 
(E^cpoeition  site) 
(fTOtbaOi) 


The  Texas  Centenaial  EKposlticn  was  not  only  a  celebration  of  Texas  independence,  but 
also  of  Texas  and  Western  culture.  The  1936-37  Exposition  was  also  a  festival  of 
archicecture p  which  embraced  the  then^new  International  style  of  architecture*  Tradi- 
tionally ^  worlds  fairs  are  the  testing  grounds  for  new  ideas  in  building  design;  Dallas 
and  its  Exposition  architects  chose  to  reflect  the  style  of  the  Exposition  Des  Arts 
Daeoratifa  in  Faris  in  1925*  The  were  also  influenced  by  the  recently  completed  "Century 
of  Progress"  in  Chicago  (1933-34),  where  the  International  style  of  architecture  was 
prominently  displayed « 


The  significance  of  Fair  Park  extends  beyond  the  architectural  theme  of  the  remaining 
buildings.  Fair  Park  is  one  of  the  largest  Intact  grouping  of  Exposition  buildings 
remaining  in  the  United  States*  Most  World's  Fairs  or  Exposition  grounds  in  the 
United  States  have  been  demolished ^  except  for  one  or  two  exceptional  buildings* 
However  i  many  of  the  original  1936  buildings  and  open  spaces  remain  today  from  the 
Texas  Centennial  Exposition ^  even  though  several  were  constructed  as  "temporary" 
structures , 


Fair  Park  Is  also  significant  in  terms  of  urban  design ^  open  space  design ^  and  artwork 
and  sculpture*  The  Exposition  architecture  expressed  monunentality  in  design^  but  this 
was  reinforced  by  the  open  spaces  and  landscaping  that  the  buildings  were  sited  around* 
The  grounds  were  planned  on  two  landscape  design  themes i  a  Beaux  Arts  theme  that  involved 
grand  plazas  and  vistas  that  intersected  or  were  terminated  by  major  buildings,  and  a 
pastoral  theme  that  used  winding  paths,  random  landscaplngj  and  building  siting  to 
create  a  very  informal  atmosphere.  The  majority  of  these  open  spaces ,  both  formal  and 
informal,  exist  today  in  one  of  America's  most  well-planned  parks*  Four  major  open 
space  areas  (and  their  buildings)  still  remain:  Esplanade  of  State  (Grand  Plaza- 
Esplanade  of  State— Texas  Court  of  Honor) |  Agrarian  Parkway  and  The  Chute;  Federal 
Concourse  (Federal  Concourse—Constitution  Place—Stadium  Plaia) ;  and  the  Lagoon  and 
Centennial  Drive*  These  spaces  combine  to  create  a  series  of  monimental  spaces,  formal 
vistas,  landscaping,  and  pastoral  images  unparalleled  in  a  planned  park  in  Texas  and 
the  Southwest* 

The  sculptures,  murals, and  other  artwork  remaining  from  the  Exposition  are  also  signifi- 
cant* Often  intended  to  be  "temporary"  artwork,  they  reinforced  the  monmnentallty  of 
the  buildings  and  the  open  space  design  in  Fair  Park*  Many  of  the  artists  studied  in 
Paris  I  their  work  remains  in  exterior  spaces  as  sculpture  and  murals,  and  inside  many 
of  the  buildings  in  the  Park** 
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History 

The  Idaa  of  a  Texas  Centennial  is  generally  attributed  to  Governor  James  S.  Hoggi  when 
in  1903,  he  expressed  the  hope  for  a  fitting  observanee  of  the  State's  first  100  years. 
This  need  was  again  addressed  on  November  6,  1923,  when  Theodore  H,  Frioe,  a  New  York 
editor  attending  the  meeting  of  the  Tenth  Distriet  Assoelated  Advertising  Club  of 
America  at  Corslcana,  Texas,  proposed  that  Texas  should  have  a  gigantic  celebration 
between  1936  and  1945*  The  notion  took  hold  and,  by  1934,  $100,000  had  been  appropriated 
by  the  State  to  finance  the  initial  Centennial  effort,  and  two  committees ,  the  Centennial 
Advisors  Board  and  the  Texas  Centennial  Comission,  had  been  set  up  to  oversee  its 
development • 2 

The  location  of  the  Centennial  became  the  next  problem  to  solve*  Houston,  San  Antonio, 
and  Dallas  were  obvious  contenders*  R,  L,  Thornton,  the  presloent  of  the  Dallas  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  led  the  effort  to  get  "Big  D"  selected  as  the  site.  His  proposal  offered 
the  Commission  a  site  that  met^  their  minimum  200^acre  requirement.  Additionally^  the 
citizens  of  Dallas  approved  municipal  bonds  valued  at  $3  million  for  construction  of 
museums  and  exhibition  halls,  Dallas  was  selected  by  the  Comission.3  A  corporation 
was  organized  to  operate  the  Exposition  with  Fred  F.  Florence  as  president,  Nathan  Adms 
as  chairman  of  the  board,  and  R.  L.  Thornton,  vice-chairman  of  the  board,  in  recognition 
of  his  previous  work  on  the  project.^ 

The  exiating  state  fairgrounds  were  expanded  to  almost  300  acres  for  the  Exposition* 
Most  of  the  structures  were  built  under  direction  of  the  George  L.  Dahl  and  Paul  Cret 
a  consulting  architect  from  Philadelphia.  As  "Centennial  ^chltect,'*  Dahl  was  respon- 
sible for  the  design  of  the  buildings  and  the  Ixposition  grounds.  This  was  not  a  new 
task  for  Dahl,  for  he  had  been  active  in  the  previous  five  years,  working  with  supporters 
of  the  city  to  ensure  that  Dallas  would  host  the  1936  exposition.  Dahl  had  completed 
preliminary  concepts  for  the  planning  and  architecture  of  the  Exposition  grounds  even 
before  Dallas'  selection  as  the  host  city* 

George  Dahl,  the  Centennial's  principal  architect,  received  his  undergraduate  degree 
in  architecture  from  the  University  of  Minnesota  and  a  Master* s  Degree  from  the  Graduate  ' 
School  of  Architecture  at  Harvard  in  1922*  As  a  result  of  exceptional  work  at  Harvard, 
Dahl  received  the  Nelson  Robinson,  Jr.,  traveling  fellowship.  From  his  18  months  of 
study  In  Europe,  he  wrote  Portals,  Doorways  and  Windows  of  France  (1925). 6  During  World 
War  II  he  designed  shops,  warehouses,  and  repair  depots  for  the  War  Department.  His 
firm  designed  the  Dallas  Morning  News  buildingi  nineteen  buildings  on  the  University  of 
Texas  campus  at  Austin,  including  the  Texas  Memorial  Stadlumi  and  the  Texas  Centennial 
Exposition. ' 

Dahl  had  the  responsibility  of  renovating  the  existing  fairground  buildings,  designing 
the  Federal  Building,  and  coordinating  the  design  of  the  remaining  buildings  by  other 
teams  of  architects.    The  office  of  "Cencennlal  Architect"  was  also  responsible  for  the 
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daaign  of  the  Exposition  grounds,  which  Included  open  spaces  and  landscaping,  sculptures , 
artwork,  exterior  site  elements  (pylons,  seating,  lighting,  and  signage)  and  the  exten- 
sive exterior  nighttime  lighting  performances.  Dahl  was  aided  considerably  in  the 
design  of  the  grounds  by  Donald  E*  Nelson,  a  member  of  the  staff* 

Dahl's  concept  for  the  design  theme  of  the  Exposition  was  "southwestern"  in  that  It 
would  " , , ,  exemplify  the  color ,  romance ,  and  grandeur  that  had  marked  the  development  of 
Taxae  and  the  great  Southwest,  The  Romance  of  Spain  and  Mexico,  combined  with  the 
culture  of  the  old  South,"  This  regional  flavor,  Intemingled  with  modem  concepts^ 
was  the  basic  design  style  for  the  renovation  of  existing  structures  and  the  design  of 
new  buildings.  The  architectural  motif  of  the  Texas  Centennial  deposition  buildings 
was  modern  In  Its  disposition  of  large,  unadorned,  and  unbroken  masses |  geometric 
crlspnessi  and  bold  color.  In  many  ways  it  was  a  fortunate  choice  of  style  because  It 
was  aesthetically  pleasing  In  the  contrast  of  its  stark  monmentality  against  the 
expansive  flatness  of  North  Texas  and  the  brightness  of  the  Southwestern  sun*  Today 
this  style  of  architecture  is  referred  to  as  tot  Deco,  for  Its  roots  in  the  192S  Paris 
exposition. 

On  June  6,  1936,  the  Centennial  opened,  "The  Empire  on  Parade"  extolled  Texans' 
accomplishments  in  agriculture,  livestock,  and  industry ,8  in  addition  to  the  serious 
exhibits,  the  giant  cash  register  of  the  National  Cash  Register  Corporation  tallied 
each  day*s  attendance.  There  was  a  scale  model  of  the  Alamo  and  a  replica  of  the 
"Jereey  Lily,"  the  courtroom  of  the  renowned  Judge  Roy  Bean,  the  "Law  West  of  the 
Fecos -"^  / 

The  Midway,  with  its  controversial  "Streets  of  Paris,"  offerad  nude  females.  The  City 
of  Dallas  was  forced,  after  civic  outrage,  to  require  mlnijnal  attire  on  the  beauties. 
Other  popular  attractions  were  Robert  Ripley's  Odotorium,  "Believe  It  or  Not,"  with 
its  collection  of  strange  people  and  articles,  and  the  Little  America  Exhibit ^  set  up 
by  Adm,  Richard  E.  Byrd  to  resemble  his  base  camp  in  Antarctica The  Centenniai 
closed  for  the  season  on  November  29  ™  but  renamed  the  Greater  Texas  and  Fan  toerican 
Exposition  continued  in  1937,  from  June  12  to  October  31. 

The  Site  Before  and  After  the  Exposition 

The  use  of  the  Centennial  site  for  the  Dallas  State  Fair  began  in  1886  ^  with  the  char- 
tering of  the  Dallas  State  Fair  and  Exposition-  In  1904,  2  years  after  a  fire  destroyed 
a  number  of  buildings  on  the  site  and  the  Texas  legislature  ended  horse  racing,  the 
owners,  in  financial  dif f icultlea ,  exchanged  the  deed  to  the  fairgrounds  with  the  City 
of  Dallas  for  money  to  pay  off  their  debts.  The  City  converted  the  horsetrack  on  the 
ground  to  an  automobile  racing  track  and  built  new  entrance  gates  and  an  administration 
building.  Construction  continued  through  1936,  including  the  (first)  full-time  public 
museiim  in  Dallas  (1908)  and  the  Textile  and  Fine  Arts  Byilding.  The  Cotton  Bowl  was 
built  on  the  racetrack  site  in  1930,^1 
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The  Texas  Centennial  iKpor  Iclon  grounds  continues  to  be  the  site  of  the  annum!  TeMS 
State  Fair,  Some  of  the  buildings  have  been  adapted  for  that  use.  the  Hall  of  SCsMp 
Museum  of  Natural  History,  Museum  of  Fine  tots*  Selence  Places  Garden  Canter ,  and 
Aquarium  are  used  as  museums.  The  Music  Hall,  now  kriowa  as  Fair  Patk  Husle  Hall,  la 
used  as  a  theater*  In  preparation  for  the  Texas  Sesqulcentennlal  in  1986  udp  with  an 
awareness  of  the  historic  significance  of  the  site,  the  City  of  Dallas  has  eoMltted 
Itself  to  the  restoration  of  the  park.  The  Automobile  Building  Is  reealvlng  a  facade 
in  the  style  of  the  Centennial,  and  Its  Tiortlcos  are  being  cdnstructed  to  match  those 
that  were  on  the  Electric,  Comunlcations ,  and  Varied  Industries  buildings.  Walkmys 
and  other  buildings  are  also  being  restored. 


Footnotes 

ICity  of  Dallas,  "Fair  Park  Historic  Distrlcti  Designation  Report*'  (1984),  pp.  17-18. 
This  report  was  the  principal  source  used  in  preparation  of  the  statement  ojf  sl^nif  1-* 
cance s  o 

2 Ibid,,  pp.  10=11. 

.  ^  \ 

^Ibid, ,  pp.  12=13. 

^Ibid.,  p.  13, 

5 Ibid.,  p.  14. 

^George  L,  Dahl,  Portals,  Doorways  and  Windows  of  France  (Hew  Yorki  The  Arahltactural 
Book  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.,  1925). 

^George  L.  Dahl,  Selected  Work,  George  L,  Dahl,  tochltects-Englneers  (Dallas,  undated), 
pp.  8,  11,  31,  32,  39,  arad  40.   ~   '  ^' 
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Thm  "Earthquake"  Is  a  woodm  roller  aoastsr  with  rollgd  sceel  tracks.  It  has 
an  irregular  "footprint"  approKUately  100  by  SOO  fmmU  and  "hills"  that  reaeh 
a  height  of  75  feet.  Its  tracks  total  about  2,800  llnamr  feet.  The  strueture 
Is  orlMCed  with  Its  length  along  a  north/ south  axis  parallallng  thm  bmach 
strand  between  tha  Pacific  Ocean  and  Mission  Bay.  Tha  tracks  reach  their 
highest  points  at  each  and  with  various  Int^nadlate  rises  and  plateaus  #  The 
Cloved  "Belmont"  antrance  sign  Is  off  center  laft  on  the  wast  slda,  aounted  on 
the  structiffal  fraaework  below  a  correspondingly  curved  section  of  the  tracks. ^ 

A  tunnai^llke  building^  or  "tarmlnal*"  en  the  west  side  of  the  coaster,  to  the 
left  of  the  entrance.  Is  accessory  to  the  basic  structwa#  It  houses  the 
ticket  booth  and  mechanical  equlpnent,  and  provides  tha  stopping  place  for  the 
cars  whan  loading  and  imloadlng  passengers |  It  Is  opan  on  both  ends,  irtth  a 
wood  frame  and  gabled  roof,  and  is  sheathad  with  corrugated  metal  and  wood 
siding.  A  portion  of  tha  terminal  building  ims  repaired  In^  19S7  aftar  a  1954 
fire.    It  has  been  painted  vwlous  colors  from  time  to  timei 

"Barthquaka"  Is  situated  on  a  narrow  sandy  spit  between  the  Pacific  Ocean  and 
Hisslon  Bay,  In  the  northeaet  corner  of  tha  si ta  of  the  form^  Belaont  i^usemant 
Park.  The  mssion  Beach  Bathhouse  building,  cgmpleted  In  IMS,  Is  Just  west  of 
"Earthquake."  It  contains  a  larger  than  Ol^pic-^sise  swiming  pool.  The  Plunge, 
which  i'i  St?"  in  use#  "Earthquake,"  tha  Bathhouse  building,  and  the  roller 
rink  (to  tha  %  }>th  of  tha  coasts}  «:e  the  o^y  rraalnlng  structiwas  of  more 
than  30  that  on4  agisted  in  the  park,  (The  bathhousa  and  the  roller  rink  will 
ba  considered  foL    inclusion  at  a  later  point  In  the  recraation  theme  study*} 

"Earthquaka"  is  at  the  southwast  corner  of  the  main  street  Intersection  in 
HlAsion  Beach— Mission  Boulevard,  running  north  and  south,  and  Ventura  Place, 
starring  from  the  baach  and  extanding  east.  Beuuse  of  the  consistently  low 
building  scale  of  Mission  Beach  coupled  with  the  flat  topography  of  tha  strand, 
and  the  openness  of  tttsslon  Bay  and  park  weas  to  thm  aast,  the  roller  coaster 
continues  to  dominate  the  local  landscape  and  serves  as  a  s^bol  of  the  commu- 
nity' s  zeca^aational  character. 


1  This  description  cteam  on  that  prepared  by  Anthony  A.  and  Lisa  Cianl, 
"Katlonal  Register  of  Historic  Places  NOTlnstion,  Mission  Beach  Holler 
Coaster,"  1978* 
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The  "Earthquaka"  roller  coastat  is  onm  of  the  two  larga  weoden  scaffolded 
roller  Mascara  with  acruetural  intagrlty  that  remain  on  tha  Wast  Coast. 1 
AlchQugh  built  slightly  latar  than  tha  ©thar ,  tha  "Big  Dipper"  at  Santa  Cruz, 
California,  arectad  by  Arthur  Looff  using  a  Prior  and  Church  lleenae,  "Earth- 
quake •  is  tha  only  one  on  the  West  Coast  built  by  I^ank  Prior  and  itedarlck  A. 
Church  themsalvas  that  ramalns.  In  tha  nation  as  a  whole,  only  ona  othar 
extant  design,  tha  "Dragon  Coastar"  <1928),  at  "Playland"  In  Rya,  Hew  York 
survives  of  soma  30  by  this  notad  firm  of  whom  it  has  bean  stated,  in  rafarrlng 
to  the  select  fratarnity  of  roller  coaster  daslgnarsi 

Perhaps  no  two  gantleman  stand  out  more  than  Prior  and  Church,  whose 
designs  were  onca  considered  prlstina  adaptations  of  ideas  no  one  ever 
considered  befora*.^ 

"Earthquake"  also  is  the  prime  survivor  and  the  moat  visible  symbol  of  the 
Mission  Baaeh  Amusement  Cent^  (lat«  Belmont  tousemant  Park),  the  calebrated 
canterpiacr  of  sugar  heir  John  D*  Spreckels*  ambitious  early  20th-centi^y 
racreationAl  devalopmant  at  Mission  Beach, 

History 

The  Mission  Beach  Company,  ©wnad  Indiractly  by  John  D.  Spreckels  and  his  brother 
Adolph,  developed  the  Mission  Beach  comunlty  in  1914-25,  constructing  a  bridge 
to  San  Diego  prop^ ,  boardwalks  along  the  ocean  and  bay,  streets,  and  utilities 
Their  San  Diego  Electrie  Railway  Company  completed  a  streetcar  line  across  Vhe 
bridge  to  Mission  Beach  In  1924,  and  a  terminal  In  1925*  The  Spreekelses  built 
Che  Mission  Beach  Amusement  Center,  at  a  cost  of  approximately  12,500,000,  to 
stimulate  real  astate  sales  and  attract  screet  car  paasangers. 

Architect  Lincoln  Rogers  and  his  associate  P*  W*  Stevenson  cteaw  up  the  eompre- 
henslve  plan  for  the  Sprackels  brothers.  To  construet  tha  roller  eoaster. 
Prior  and  Chureh,  who  then  operated  out  of  Venice,  California,  were  retained. 
Most  of  their  work  was  cantered  in  California,  espaclally  at  Venice .  Santa 
Monica,  and  Long  Baaeh,  They  ware  well  known  for  a  series  o£  racing  coasters 
featuring  "Chase  Ttttough  the  Clouds"  or  similar  names,  but  had  recently  begun 
building  "Bobs— type  eoasters,  ones  that  featured  traller-nypg  ears  connected 
by  ball  couplers  on  plans  that  featured  tight  curves  on  high  elevation  tracks. 

Bobs"-type  coasters  already  built  by  them  included  the  "Bobs"  at  Rivervlew 
Park,  in  Chicago,  and  the  "Tornado"  at  Coney  Island,  New  Yoik  (both  now  da- 
stroyad),^ 
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WhOT  it  opened  in  1925  the  amuBsment  canc^  also  iQelu^ad  th^  Htfiiiott  Biash 
Bath  Housaj  wt»th  a  60'-X-175'  indoor  sea  mt&£  swimning  p0Ql  <Jhg  Wlg«)|  %h% 
Hlsaion  Baaah  ^Ball  Room,  featiiring  a  dance  pavillen  and  cafai  l^llion  Bsaeh 
Roller  (gkacln^^)  Rlnk|  the  Luna  Park  Fun  House »  an  enaet  rtpf^dugto  qS  h% 
Palais  des  JoL^mm  la  Paris i  a  large  earouseli  and  a  paved  pttklgg  ^til  for  aor^ 
than  1500  AWomm «  Spreckels  intended  the  amusement  esnttt  to  m  ilaborat^ 
attraction «  T^ae  pool  was  said  to  be  the  largest  in  the  eountryp  Chi  Fun  Hpus^ 
the  first  of  ^ts  kind  In  the  United  States »  the  carousel  Ch^  iit|S8t  in 
California p  anifll  the  roller  coaster  the  largest  on  the  Wast  Co^st'  iirbert  B% 
Burns ^  who  had  been  Florenz  Zlegf eld's  stage  manage  at  the  K^W  taiterdm 
Theater  In  hmw  -  York  City  for  two  rooftop  revues,  and  then  d^a^ior  of  th^ 
Zlegf eld  f olli^^s  for  a  year ,  became  the  general  manager  of  ^Ugwinis  and 
concessions  foe^    the  Mission  Beaoh  Company^ 

jolm  Spracksls,  ''the  Step-father**  of  San  Diego, 4  and  his  bf qchgf  Mire  th^ 
leading  magnates  of  the  city.  At  one  time  or  anoth^ ,  between  IW? ,  shen  JoM 
Spreckels  arrlv— ad  in  San  Diego,  and  his  death  in  1926,  they  d%m^d  ^he  south 
side  of  Broadway  from  the  Bay  to  the  Plaza*  as  well  as  all  of  Qoioiiido  and 
North  Island.  They  also  aequlred  the  Southern  tellfornta  ffetttifiiiti  Water 
Companyi  the  S^ra  Diego  Electric  toilway,  whieh  they  rebuilt  md  tWt%dt  the 
Unlon-^lbune  ft^^wspaperf  and  the  First  National  Bank,  la  addtetgfl,  %  eom^ 
pleted  the  San  Diego  and  toizona  Eastern  Railway,  the  Lower  OW^  Bssij  ind  the 
Hotel  del  Cotottiado|B  built  the  San  Dleg©  Hotel,  the  Union  BalUiiil,  the 
Spreckels  Theac«r,  and  the  Golden  West  Hotel  In  downtown  San  J)im$^j  and  donated 
the  Spreakels  ^rgan  Pavilion  in  Balboa  P«k*6 


After  John  Sprteekels'  death  in  1926,  his  family  company  donate^  thi  Mlsg lort 
Beach  tousement  Center  to  the  city  through  the  State  Park  CoMtiaiooi  la  193? 
the  State  gave      the  city  full   title   to   the  cent«^.     The  tmm^  ehinied  to 

Belmont  Park  In  1954  when  the  city  negotiated  a  20-year  lease  id-th  Jack  gay*  a 
Canadian  amusma^^nt  park  designer,  ^y  redesigned  the  park  i^ith  an  ^phails  ©a 
family  enter tat^ment  and  renamed  It  for  a  friend  In  ^nada  wh^  had  liitroduGed 
him  to  amusement  parks.  That  same  year,  the  roller  eoast^  (owaed  ^y  aeipittftte 
company j  but  oa  .  city  land)  caught  fire  and  had  to  be  closed  down#  liiiable  to 
make  repairs^  cr3ie  coaster  company  declared  banteuptcy  In  1957  iQld  the 
roller  coaster  ^©  Ray,  who  reopened  it,  Ray  died  in  1965s  w4  t«  1969  hlf 
widow  sold  the  remaind^  of  the  park  lease  t©  JfflA,  Ine./  iflid  ^^fitaed  to 
operate  the  partac  until  1977. 

In  that  year,  tfae  city  permitted  M.B,A.,  Ine,,  to  rmove  or  dwoltgh  ill  of  tha 
struetures  and  ides  eKeept  the  rollM  coasts,  the  Plunge,  and  th^  toUir  rink* 
The  City  then  tentatively  decided  to  demolish  the  roller  coaster  tq  allow  fof  « 
"passive"  parki^^ 


'  441 


681 


United  States  Departinent  of  the  Interio? 
National  Park  Servlea 

National  Register  of  Historic  Plaoes 
Inventory — Nomination  Form 


Qantinuatidfi  0me^ 


ttofn  mmiter 


A  ^oup  of  local  QttLtzmnm^  however^  who  bellaved  ttet  th#  roll^  eoasC^  •hould 
hm  prMerved,  formed  the  "tova  the  Coasts  Coisiltcaa^  Inc*"  thmy  used  a  Hatlanal 
!^ust  aonaultaQC  s^vica  grant  to  study  the  feasibility  of  its  ^esarvatlonp  andj 
to  1982  J  won  approval  of  the  city  counall  to  assime  ownsrship  of  the  coaster 
and  leas#  the  land  on  which  It  rests  from  the  eity.  The  Oomittee  plans  to 
restore  the  eoast^  ^  including .  revlvlM  its  original  brilliant  eolor  sch@ie, 
and  possibly  operate  it  for  the  publie.ff 


Footnotes 

1  This  statCTent  oi  significance  draws  generously  from  that  prepared  by  Anthony 
A*  and  Lisa  Ciani^  "National  Registtt  of  Historic  Plaoes  NMinationj  Misglon 
Beach  Roller  Coaster  1978, 

2  Riohard  Hunch»  President^  American  Coaster  Enthusiasts,  "C^se  Study:  The 
Design  Firm  of  Prior  and  Chiarchj"  January  4,  1982,  pp.  1--2* 

3  Ibid. 

4  Florenoe  Christman,  The  Roaanae  of  Balboa  Park  (San  Diego:    Neyenesch  Printers 
1973),  p.  40.  • 

5  The  Hotel  del  Coronado  is  a  National  Historic  Landmark  for  its  arohlteetwe. 

6  Spreckels  Organ  Pavilion  is  within  the  eKisting  Balboa  P^k  National  Ulstorie 
Lanitamrkft 

7  "Belmont  Park  Status  Report,"  Report  to  the  Honorable  Hayor  and  City  Council 
from  the  City  Manager  (San  Diegor    Noveib^  11,  1977)  s  I, 

8  Save  the  Coaster  Committee,  Inc*  "Development  Flan»  January  IS,  1983" 
(San  Diego,  California),  passima 


Owner  of  Property 

Hon*    Roger  HedgecQck 
Mayor;    Oity   ©f   San  Diego 
202  C  Street 

San  Diefo,    California  92109 


Save  the  Coaster  Committee 
P*0*    Box  83067 

San  Diego,    California  92138 
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1 2.  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  Certification 

The  evaluated  signlfloanoe  of  this  property  within  the  state  Is^ 
  national  state   local 

As  the  designated  State  Historic  Rreiervatlon  Officer  for  the  National  Historic  Preitrvatlon  Act  of  liii  (Public  Law  Si- 
§€S),  I  hereby  nominate  this  property  for  ineiusion  In  the  National  Registtf  and  certify  that  It  has  been  evaluated 
according  to  the  criteria  and  procedures  set  foilh  by  the  Nallonai  Park  B^r^lQm^ 

State  Hiatofio  Ffeservatlon  Officer  signature 
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Publishing  Company,  1964. 
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I,  p.  1*  " 

Save  the    Coaster    Comnittee,    Inc*      "Development    Plan,    January    15,  1983." 
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"Tall  spinning,"    Stinset    (July  1976),  pp.  70-71. 

"Those  Roller  Rides  in  the  Sky,"    Time    (July  4,  1977),  pp.  36-37* 


Verbal  Boundary  Description 

Beginning  at  a  point  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  Belmont  Amugeaent  Park 
property,  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Mission  Blvd*  and  Ventura  Place,  proceed 
south  approKimately  600  feet  to  a  point  along  the  east^n  property  line*  Then 
turn  to  the  west  and  proceed  200  feet  due  west,  then  twrn  to  the  north  and 
proceed  due  north  600  feet  to  a  point  on  the  north^n  property  line  of  the 
amusement  park  on  the  southern  side  of  Ventura  Place*  Then  turn  to  the  east 
and  proceed  along  the  northern  prop«^ty  line  back  to  the  point  of  beginning. 
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4.  Owner  of 


— ^  baing  canaidarad  yas:  unrastrlotad  Induatrlai  trananartatlon 

— "®   — ^  mllltafy  _^othar.  Recreation 


nama 


Mr.  Charles  Canfield^  President 


atraat  &  iiumbar      santa  Cruz  Beaoh  Boardwalk,  ing.,  400  Beach  Street 


eity,  town      Santa  Cru^ 


-—   vjcinlty  of 


S.  Location  of  Legal  Paserlption 


_stata    California  95060 
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6,  Representation  in  gxisting  Surveys 
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Macrito  lh«  prsMfii  ami  driflMi  {if  kM^n|  phyaleal  asiP«araiie« 

The  Santa  Crus  Baach  Boardwalk p  whleh  contains  a  variety  of  amueement  faeili- 
tieSj  oeeupiae  a  generally  raetangular  plot  that  stretches  along  the  beach  In 
downtom  Santa  Cruz  frOT  the  vielnity  of  the  Hunicipal  Pier  to  the  Beach  Street 
bridge  over  the  San  Lorenzo  River »  The  complex  has  undergone  changes  to  fit 
its  facilities  to  succeeding  generations  of  fashion |  as  have  practically  all 
extant  muBement  parks.  Within  the  Boardwalk  complex  two  elements  have  suffi^ 
cient  age  and  historic  integrity  to  suggest  thm  for  National  Historic  Landmark 
vasignation  In  recognition  of  the  Boardwalk's  historic  significance:  the 
carousel,  which  is  the  oldest  ride  on  the  Boardwalk,  and  the  "Big  Dippers"  the 
park's  roller  coaster.  Two  major  early  structures  in  the  complex,  the  Casino 
and  the  Natatorlim,  have  been  sufficiently  altered  over  the  years  to  effec^ 
tlvely  rule  them  out  of  conglderation  for  designation.  The  other  elements  of 
the  Boardwalk  are  less  than  50  years  old,   and  will  not  be  inventoried  here. 

Carousej. 

Th%  Santa  Cwuz  Beach  Boardwalk  Carousel,  in  place  since  1911,  features  70  hand^ 
carved  horses.  It  Is  one  of  the  handful  of  carousels  that  feature  a  ring 
dispenser.  M though  not  all  the  horses  in  place  are  original,  a  careful  res to-* 
ration  effort.  In  1980-82,  replaced  some  11  horses  that  had  been  substituted 
over  the  years  with  original  I^ooff  horses,  obtained  from  carousels  in  Myrtle 
Beach,  South  Carolina,  and  Belmont  Park,  in  San  Diego.  Looff's  horses  are 
characterised  by  long  flowing  manes,  Imitation  Jewel-studded  bridles,  highly 
muscular  legs,  and  smiling  expressions.  The  carousel's  music  is  provided  by  a 
342^pipe  Ruth  band  organ  that  dates  from  1894.  This  German-made  machine  la  one 
of  the  last  of  its  type  that  survives. 

The  carousel  is  housed  in  a  modern  shelter,  erected  in  1967,  that  does  not 
contribute  to  its  historic  significance.  It  is  uncertain  whether  or  not  the 
carousel  has  remained  fixed  on  this  precise  spot  since  it  arrived  in  Santa  Crus, 
but,  contrary  to  mmy  of  its  brethren  that  have  been  moved  repeatedly,  it  has 
remained  at  the  Santa  Cruz  Boardwalk  since  It  arrived.! 

Roller  Coaster 

Itie  "Big  Dipper"  or  ''Giant  Dipper"  dates  from  1924.  It  is  a  classic  wooden 
"twister"^ type  coaster  with  sweeping  fan  curves,  providing  a  half^ile  ride. 
Its  arches  reach  a  muimum  height  of  75  feet.  Its  basic  structure  and  form  are 
intact,  although  some  wood  has  been  Incrraentally  replaced  for  safety  reasons. 
Approximately  327,000  board  feet  of  limber  was  used  in  its  construction.  A 
replacraent  loading  platfom,  put  up  in  1976,  features  a  Vlctorian^style  facade. 
The  roller  coaster's  cars  have  also  been  replaced,  most  recently  in  1984|  those 
now  in  service  have  been  designed  to  appear  similar  to  those  that  operated  in 
the  19208.2  . 
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The  CaalnQ 

The  Casino  at  the  Santa  GTum  Beaeh  Boardwalk  mm  one  of  several  buildings 
constructed  In  li07.  As  first  built.  It  was  a  large  2-story  wooden  structure 
with  "onion"  domes  remlnlseefit  of  tosslan  arohltecnure .  On  the  oeean  front ^  It 
possessed  a  large  twelve-sided  feature  on  both  floors  that  protruded  toward  the 
sea  and  ranges  of  arcades  that  sprang  from  both  Its  sides  and  paralleled  the 
beaGh  front*  The  arcades  covered  the  wooden  boardwalk.  Above  the  areadea,  on 
the  second  levels  were  of flees  and  storage  rooms. 

The  Cocoanut  Grove  Ballroom  and  lobby  of  the  Casino  building  were  carefully 
restored  in  1981  to  a  facsimile  of  their  1907  appearance.  Large  rooms  were 
also  added  in  a  sore  modern  design.  Earlier,  about  1950,  the  exterior  had  been 
altered  extensively,  Thm  west,  or  ballroom,  end  of  the  complex  received  major 
concrete  additions  in  a  modern  style.  They  displaced  the  arcaded  section  on 
that  end,  and  totally  altered  the  structure's  external  appearance.  The  twelve- 
sided  section  was  done  over  in  a  stripped-down  style  that  matched  the  modern 
additions  to  Its  west  and  its  fenestration  was  altered.  The  arcaded  section  to 
the  east,  however,  retained  its  original  configuration ^  although  much  of  It  has 
been  rebuilt.     The  boardwalk  was  done  over  In  concrete  at  an  unlmown  date. 3 

The  Natatorium 

This  large  1907  structure  with  a  great  bowed  roof  retains  a  fair  measure  of 
exterior  integrity.  It  is  behind  the  eastern  arcaded  section  of  the  caalno 
complex.  Its  swloming  pool  has,  however «  been  filled  in  with  concrete  and  the 
structure  now  serves  as  a  miniature  golf  course. 


FOOTNOTES 

1  Santa  Crus  Beach  Boardwalk^  "Boardwalk  Features  aiassic  Carousel,"  Santa 
Cruz  Beach  Boardwalk  KeTO«  pp,  1-3;  National  Carousel  Association,  National 
Carousel  Association  Census  (Los  Angeles :  National  Carousel  Association, 
1983),  p,  6|  "The  Looff  at  Santa  Crug,  California,"  Merry-Go-Routadup ,  5.  1 
(Winter  1978),  p,  29,    

2  Santa  Cruz  Beach  Boardwalk,  "Giant  Dipper  to  Celebrate  60th  Birthday,"  Santa 
Cruz  Beach  Boardwalk, Hws ,  pp.  1^3. 

3  Santa  Cruz  Beach  Boardwalk,  "The  Cocoanut  Grove  1  From  Nostalgic  Ballroom  to 
^dem  Conference  Center,"  Santa  Crug  Beach  Boardwalk  News,  pp.  1-4, 
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Statamml  of  Slgnlffoaiioa  {Tn  ona  paragrailh) 


Carousel  (Charles  I*  Loaff) 
Roller  Coast l^ftHur '  Loof  f7 ' ' ' 


The  Saata  Crus  Beaoh  Boardwmlk  Is  the  last  ujor  o  per  at  log  seaside  boardwalk* 
amuSCTent  park  on  the  Faelfle  Coast,  It  is  a  mixture  of  past  and  praseaC 
amuSMent  attractions  that  reflect  77  years  of  evolution  of  this  aspeet  of 
reareatlon*  Xts  Intact  historic  rCTalns  are  a  carousel  and  a  roller  eoaster  by 
Eiji^]d>er8  of  the  Looff  family ,  one  of  the  najor  early  manufaeturers  of  earouselOg 
who  later  built  notable  roller  coasters  ^  The  carousel  is  one  of  the  mtm  Looff 
carousels  that  survive  In  the  United  States.!  The  "Big  Dipper,"  or  "Giant 
Dipper  p"  roller  eoaster  is  one  of  the  two  large  moden  seaf folded  roller  coasters 
that  rsiialn  on  the  West  Coast ,  and  is  slightly  older  than  the  other »  that  at 
Mission  Beach  In  San  Diego  by  Ilfank  Prior  and  R^ed  Chitfch.  The  "Big  Dipper," 
however,  was  built  using  Prior  and  Chiffeh  patents.  The  tenta  Qruz  coaster  !• 
the  only  one  on  the  West  Coast  ttat  rmalns  the  cent^plece  of  an  active  aausa-^ 
aent  park. 


History 

Although  Santa  &us>  with  its  mild  climate  and  attractive  beaches,  bei^aae  soae* 
thing  of  a  resort  as  early  as  186Ss  when  the  first  public  bathhouse  was  built 
in  the  town,  it  did  not  attract  musement  park  development  until  aft^  the  two 
of  the  centisy.  In  1904,  Ited  W,  Swanton,  a  great  promote  ^  laid  plans  for  m 
casino  and  boardwalk  patterned  after  those  at  Coney  Island*  Rls  Neptune  CaalnQ 
operated  only  until  190&,  when  it  mm  destroyed  by  fire.  Undeterred,  Swantoii 
retained  architect  William  W.  Weeks,  who  ^ew  plans  ttet  Included  a  new  casino, 
an  indoor,  swimlng  pool  or  natatorimai  a  "pleastse"  pier,  and  a  boi^dwalk«  The 
new  facilities  opened  In  Jmm  1907.  The  n«t  year,  the  first  "thrill"  ride  at 
the  Santa  Crus  Boardwalk  opened |  it  was  the  L.A.  Thompson  Scenic  Railroad,  a 
miniature  train  with  small  "hills"  of  a  roller  coaster  type  that  ran  tlurough 
the  area  presently  occupied  by  the  "Big  Dipper,"^ 

In  1911,  the  Boardwalk  acquired  its  carousel  from  the  Long  Beach,  California, 
"factory"  of  Charles  l.D.  Looff,  one  of  the  nation- s  foremost  carousel  carvers. 
The  carousel,  which  remains  at  the  Boardmlk,  has  been  one  of  its  prlmwy 
attractions  over    the    years    and    has    carried    some    60    million  passeng^Sc^ 

Charles  l.D*  Looff  was  one  of  the  earliest  manufacturers  of  carousels  in  the 
United  States.  He  built  his  first  carousel  at  Coney  Island,  Mew  Y^k,  in  1876 
and  mm  probably  the  first  person  in  the  United  States  to  carve  carousel  horses 
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sad  to  make  their  frames.  Although  he  did  not  build  nearly  the  ni^er  of 
euouaels  that  other  manufacturers  did,  his  work  was  noted  for  Its  quality* 
His  early  work  was  done  in  the  East  but  at  the  turn  of  the  centi^y  ha  moved  to 
Long  Beaeh    and    thereafter    executed    nearly    all    of    his    work    in    the  West. 

In  1924,  Charles  l.D.  Looff's  son,  tothur  Looff ,  persuaded  the  Boardwalk's 
Oimers  to  replace  the  Scenic  Railway  with  the  "Giant  Dipper"  roll^  coaster. 
Since  its  opening,  the  coasts  has  carried  more  than  25  million  riders  and 
rCTalns  one  of  the  most  popular  attractions  at  the  Boardwalk.  That  same  year, 
the  first  Miss  California  Pageant  was  held  at  the  Boardwalk,  and  the  winner 
went  on  to  become  Hiss  America. 

miring  the  1930U  Dei^ession  and  1940's  wartime  travel  restrictiors ,  the  Board- 
walk's business  went  Into  ^eclipse.  The  Natatoriim,  which  had  featured  water 
shows  including  daredevil  dlvl^  and  water  ballet  (and  served  as  a  location  for 
sid.ming  Instruction)  also  drew  fewer  patrons,  especially  after  1942,  when 
local  officials  curtailed  the  more  spectacular  stunts  for  safety  reasons.  The 
Casino,  with  its  Cocoanut  Grove  Ballroom,  however,  was  at  the  height  of  its 
popularity,  attracting  celebrity  performers  of  the  "big  band"  era. 

In  the  1930s,  names  such  as  Paul  Whitman,  Artie  Shaw,  Benny  Gootoan,  Buddy 
Rogers,  Xavler  Cugatj  Vincent  Lopes,  and  Glen  ©fay  adorned  the  marquee.  In  the 
lP40sj  Gene  Krupa,  Dick  Ji^gen,  Tomy  Dorsey,  Freddy  Martin,  Russ  Morgan,  Merv 
tiffin,  Lmwmncm  Welk,  Kay  Kyser ,  and  Harry  Owens  packed  in  large  crowds  of 
servlcraen  from  nearby  military  Installations,  drawii^  up  to  almost  4,000  people 
in  an  evening. 

Although  the  big  band  era  faded  in  the  1950s,  orchestras  such  as  those  led  by 
Billy  Hay,  Les  Elgart,  Hal  Melntyre,  and  Si  Zentner  continued  the  dances  at  the 
Cocoanut  Grove.  The  emphasis  switched  to  teen  dances  In  the  1960s,  with  a  few 
contmporary  artists;  vocalists ,  including  Nat  "King"  Cole^  Sonny  and  Cher, 
the  New  Christy  Minstrels,  and  the  Foiff  E^estoen,  appearing.  Following  a  reno- 
vation In  1965,  the  ballroom  was  used  mostly  for  private  events  with  v^y  few 
public  dances,  but  did  enjoy  something  of  a  renaissance  during  the  "big  band" 
revival  of  the  late  1970s. 4 

The  Santa  Cruz  Beach  Boardwalk  rsnalns  a  popular  "family-style"  attraction  and 
Includes  an  array  of  facilities  that  permit  vistors  to  smple  several  generations 
of  amusOTents.  It  la  a  rare  survivor  of  a  vanishing  breed^  the  old-style 
amusement  park. 
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3  Santa  Crui  Baach  Bo^dffilkp   "Boardwalk  Featwes  Classic  toreusal,"  Santa 
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€hise»  JohtL.    The  Sidaw^riralk  CompmnlQn  to  Santa  Ctuz  Arehltaeture.   Santa  Crug 
Cilifornlai     1976*"  "   "~  ~ — 

Maeiiin,  Panala  A*  "SaEoits  Cruz  Amusement  Park  Outlives  Others,  How  In  Its 
7SthYear,'*  Log  Mga^les  Times,  August  8,  1982. 

National  Carousel  Ads^^^latlon.    National  Carousel  Assoelatlon  Censua.  Los 
Angilgsi    National  £^»rouael  Assodiationp  1983*  (Mimeographed*) 

Pagfij  Charles  Hall  and      Aasoelatess  Ine*    Santa  Cruz  Historic  Buildings  Survey^ 
San  Franaisco*  1976*  ~      ~"  — — 

"Santa  Cruz,"  Heyry^^-^Roundup >  (Oetober  1978),  pp*  9-11, 

*SanU  Cruz  Bea^h  BoardSwalk,"  tousement  Park  Journal >  4,3  (Pall  1982),  pp.  22—23, 

Santa  CruE  Beach  Bosdwajalk.     "Behlnd-the-Seenes  Pacts-"    2  pp.    (Pact  shtet 
ea,  1183.) 


Boardwalk  Features  Classic  Carousel,"  Santa  Crug 


B€8eh  Boardwalk  Hewg.  ^     3  pp.    (Press  release,  1984.) 


_  _  "The  Cocoanut  Groves    From  Nostalgic  Ballroom  to 

Hodim  Confereaca  Cfentmtsr,"  Santa  Cru^  Beach  Boardwalk  News.  4  pp.  (Press 
rtliiiej  1984  #)  ~        "     ^  ^  — ~ 

Giant  Dipper  to  Celebrate  60th  Birthday  j**  Santa 


CruE  Bgach  Boardwalk  K  News.    3  pp.     (Press  release,  1984.) 


^  "The  Santa  Cruz  Beach  Boardwalki    California's  Only 

Refflaining  Beachslda  .Amnusement  Park,"  Santa  Cruz  Beach  Boardwalk  Kewi.    6  pp. 
(Prisi  release,  1984 3  "  ^  — 


Santa  Crui  Beach  Boardwalk  Pact  Shiit,"  Santa  Cru^ 


Beach  Boardwalk  Nays  *        3  pp.  (Press  release,  1984.) 

"The  LoDf f  at  Santa  Crti^^,  Calif ornla^"  Merry-Go-Roundup ,  5,  1  (Winter  1978), 
ppi  29-31, 

"The  Wilt  Coast  Boardwiimk,"  tousement  Park  Journal.  2,  1  (March  1980),  pp.  35* 
37, 
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y^bal ^Boundary  PeBOFlptlan  and  JuatlficatlQP 

B^causi  of  thm  proKlmlCy  of  the  roller  eoasCmr  o^h*^^  aauaes^nC  faellitiaSp 
ioma  mow^ablas  at  the  Saata  Orus  Beach  Boardmlk,  tt  =  Is  not  mmmy  Co  ^av  a 
boimdar^^  that  would  asEcluda  Impinging  on  other  raaowcfc-^s*  Ths  ^^fdusel,  whieh 
Is  not  ^mdjaeant  to  the  fqII^   coaster i  Is  housed  1^  iiea''hliC.of  le  struetwa 

and  may  not  historlaally  have  remalnid  on  Its  preSMt  ^9^€^lii  mL^m^  although  It 
has  ttf^B.±tied  within  tha  amusCTent  mom  slnea  It  was  bi^o^ught  to  tb^  Baardralk  In 
1911  •  ^^tierefora,  for  convenience' g  8ike»  the  houii^a^^f  1m  assL^iied  are  those 
IndlMt^^d  on  the  attached  mapp  i^leh  are  those  of  th#  *  Qiititi  amusCTent  zona  at 
the  boaE^dwalki  Thase  boundaries  arej  roughly  spaaklTi^^,  Jiieh  ScreeCp  on  the 
north;  Kite  San  Lorenzo  Elv^  g  on  Che  gait |  tha  mmm^  oa  theeoutbl  and  the  east 
edge  of  Che  the  Boardimlk-s  parking  lot|  on  che  wast.  Thm  only  snuettffas  that 
are  pr as ^ntly  Judged  to  contribute  to  the  hlsCorle  sigi^^S.f  ieanct  q£  the  property » 
howevtf  ^    are  the  "Giant  Dipper"  roUir  eoaster  and  tt^lie   1911  Looff  carousel* 
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Typa  all  mntrl99^Qh%p\m%m  appllcabia  stations   

1.  Name 


hiitofic       liOoff'a  HippQdifame 


andofeemrron    Santa  MoniGa  Amusement  pier  Carousel  Bulldir^g     (Laoff  e  ^usement  Pier  CarQueel 
LOOatiOn  aynding) 


itraat  &  nymb«r 


276  Santa  Monioa  Pier 


net  for  py blfcatkm 


€ity,  town 


Santa  Monica 


ftata  California 


code 


eouniy  An^^elas 


€dd# 


3I»  Ciassifioation  ^ 

Qct««dnr  OwMrahlp  Status  rtai^m  Um 

_dlatrj€t        ^puWIe   QQcupM  __»Siieuftura   museum 

.^buMdfng(t)    ^_  private  __unQ€eupM  ownmsrelal  _park 

„atryeturt      ^_both  werkln  progress  e^^uoationaf  _  privata  midaftca 

_slta  PuMe  Ae^uisitlon  AMasslbla  _  ee^t^rtslnffwnt  _fa|lgl©ys 

_ob^         __lnproeass  jL.  yes:  restrietad  _gavamment  _^acteriti«c 

— .  balng  considered  . —  yesi  unrestriettd        _  irm^ustriat  transportation 

—  mMihmfy  other:  RegreatiQn 

icarousBi) 


4,  Owner  off  Property 


name 


City  nf  qan^a  Manila 


Street  a  number  ^/^  p^^^  Manager.  276  Santa  Menioa  Pier 
cjtyijown  Sant^Moniea  _^vlelnity©f 


Se 


ion  off  Leflai  Pesoription 


California 


eourttioyset  registry  of  deeds,  et^s.  Buii^^^^  r^^^^^i.  ^  ^.^ 
Street  a  number  1685  Main  Street 


eityt  tonfn 


Santa  Monica 


Ss  Representation  in  Existing  Surveys 


state     California  90401 


title 


Noni 


has  this  property  been  ^^termlned  ehgible?    -_  yes    —M^  no 
  _^  fe^^ra[        jtate         eounty  focal 


depositOfy  for  sjirvey  records 
elty,  town 


458 


state 


EKLC 


709 


7.  P#sari|itlon 


e9ffMillen 

.  ^  ei£#ll#nt 


 deteriorated 

 ruins 

^  unexposed 


Gtieek  one 

.  unaltered 
^  altered 


Ohsek  one 

X  original  site 
^  .  moved  d 


date 


_felf 


0«serib#  tM  prasefit  •nd  original  |if  known)  physloal  appearanoe 


Looff 's  Rlppodromey  or  Santa  Monica  Flee  Carousel  Building,  Is  the  most  Intact 
alement  on  the  former  "Looff  Pleasure  Flars"  that  was  built  In  1916  abutting 
the  oflflnal  Santa  Honlea  Hunlelpal  Pier  (1905) «  The  Hippodrome  Is  a  2^story 
frame  strueture  that  was  dealgnad  to  house  a  Looff  carousal  amplacad  there  the 
sama  jaar,  but  whleh  was  later  sold.  A  different  carousal  Is  now  In  the 
building • 

Additional  Pescrlptlon 

The  Hippodrome  Building  rests  on  a  portion  of  the  former  Looff  Pleasura  Flarg 
which  abutts  the  original  municipal  pier.  A  square  structurap  It  features 
octagonal  S^story  towers  at  the  corners  with  seven  bays  Inter vanlng  between 
the  towers*  Eaah  bay  Includes  an  arched  opening  on  the  lower  level  and  |<alred 
arched  windows  above »  Over  the  second  ^  fourth^  and  six  bays  on  each  side 
decorative  semi^domes  or  flnlals  were  originally  positioned The  openings  on 
the  first  floor  originally  permitted  free  access  to  the  carousel  on  the  interior ; 
they  ware  closed  at  an  unknown  date  to  limit  traffic.  The  corner  towers  contain 
restrooms  and  other  convenlencei  for  visitors. 

The  second  level  of  the  Hlppodroma  contains  a  series  of  offices  and  storage 
areas,  built  around  the  large  Interior  space  that  shelters  the  carousel. 
Croimlng  the  structure  is  a  giant  tent-llke  roof  that  culminates  In  a  clere^ 
story  capped  by  a  bulbous  tower  similar  to  the  onion-shaped  dome  coimnonly  found 
on  Russian  churchas. 

The  vertical  members  (exposed  trood  beams)  of  the  frame  of  the  Hippodrome '^s 
plain  interior  convarga  at  a  peak  over  the  central  space  i^ere  the  carousel  Is 
installed.  Except  for  non-historic  railings  and  benches  and  the  paint  scheme, 
the  Interior  of  the  Hippodrome  Is  larg^ily  unaltered. 

^he  original  Looff  carousel  was  removed  from  the  Hlppodroma  in  1939;  the  present 
carousel p  Philadelphia  Toboggan  Company  #62,  was  Installed  in  1947.  Until 
1977 1  the  structure  was  used  for  a  variety  of  other  purposes  and  underwent 
relatively  minor  alterations.  In  the  latter  year^  a  local  group  of  carousel 
enthusiasts  undertook  restoration  of  the  carousels  Since  the  carousal's  resto^ 
ration  was  complatad  in  1981,  they  have  continued  to  operate  it  as  a  tourist 
attraction. 

The  Hippodrome  has  also  recently  been  restored  by  the  City  of  Santa  Monica,  the 
current  owner  of  the  building »  as  part  of  a  master  plan  to  revltallia  the  pier 
for  recraational  use  by  the  community  and  tourists. 


1  The  corralation  of  present  physical  appearance  with  historic  photographic 
views  has  been  per  formed  by  Ra^ond  Qlrvigian  in  his  study,  "Santa  ^nica 
Carousel^  A    Restoration    Report**    (Pasadena»    Calif ornlas    May    27,    1983} # 
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hQOft'm  HlppodrOM  (Ssnca  Monica  Amusement  PlmT  Carousel  BulUing}  Is  a  rara 
Intaet  eMmple  of  an  #arly  shelter  strueture  built  to  house  a  carousel  in  an 
musemnt  park^  it  Is  one  off  only  two  such  struetures  that  Mmain  on  the  Heat 
C^astpi  Its  location  on  an  amusement  pier  adds  to  its  n^veltj^  a^  it  is  also 
the  principal  intact  hlstoria  elOTent  of  the  foraerly  eMenslve  collection  of 
aausesent  facilities  at  the  Santa  Monica  Amusemant  Pier  (Looff's  tansement  Pier) 
The  jarousel  presently  in  the  Hippodrome  is  not,  hoifev^r»  the  Looff  carousel 
origlnallj  installed  there  in  1916,  when  the  Hippodroae  opened,  but  is  a  Phila- 
delphia Toboggan  Company  specimen  that  dates  fr«  1922  a^  was  emplaced  in  the 
Hippodrome  in  1947 •  r 

History 

Charles  I^D«  Looff  and  his  son  Arthur  were  well-known  carousel  crafters,  roller 
coaster  builders,  and  amusement  park  operators,  who  worked  primarily  en  the  Wast 
Coast  after  the  turn  of  the  century,  ai though  Charles'  career  had  begun  at 
Coney  Island  In  1876.  Their  center  of  operations  on  the  West  Coast  was  their 
ffSffP  *®  Long  Beach  (now  largely  defflolished)*  One  of  their  early  carousels 
^1911)  and  a  roller  coaster  <1924),  at  the  Senta  Cruz  Beach  Boardwalk,  a^  a 
Mrousel  and  its  shelter  at  East  Providence,  Rhode  Island  (their  headquarters 
before  moving  to  Long  Beach)  are  described  alseimere  in  this  sti^y« 

In  1915*16,  the  Looff s  constructed  the  ^Looff  Pleasure  Pier,**  over  the  waters 
adjacent  to  the  existing  1000-foot  Santa  Monica  Municipal  Pier,  which  had  been 
advertised  since  IfOS  as  the  "largest  concrete  pier  in  the  world, Over  the 
next  few  years,  they  built  an  impressive  and  popular  set  of  attractions.  These 
included  the  Hippodrome  Building  with  its  carousel  of  their  own  eonatruation 
(1916);  the  Blue  Streak"  roller  coaster  (ca,  1917) i  a  giant  rotating  swing 
ride,  imown  as  the  ^teroscope"'|  the  Bowling  and  Billiard  Buildi^  (ca.  1917) i 
and  the  La  Monica  Ballroom  (1924),  a  vast  structure  of  eclectic  Byaantine, 
Persian,  and  Mission  Revival  motifs  that  accomodated  5,000  dancers «  The  Looff 
pier  also  featured  picnic  shelters  and  electric  trams «3 

Looff '8  amseaeM  pier  was  accessible  by  electric  trolley  frM  Venice  and  doim- 
town  Los  Angeles «  Its  attractiveness  and  ease  of  access  were  also  enhanced 
when  the  main  Santa  Monica  pier  was  rebuilt  in  1921,  widened,  and  extended  to 
nearly  1600  feet*  All  the  Looff  facilities  remained  to  the  south  of  the  land- 
ward end  of  the  city's  pler,^    Looff  sold  his  interests  In  1924. 


460 


EKLC 


711 


Unltttd  States  D#partm@nt  of  %hm  Interior 
National  Park  Sanrloa 

National  Ragister  off  Historic  Places 
invantory"»Noifiinatlon  Form 

Thm  halght  of  the  Santa  Itonlaa  tousemMt  Pin* a  popularity  was  froa  1914,  whafi 
th#  La  Honlea  Ballroom  opened ,  through  World  War  11,  before  the  freewajp  sjstM 
(begun  onl;f  In  1939}  made  mora  distant  GoastBlde  attractions  and  nsir  Iniaod 
theme  parks,  such  as  Knotc's  Berrj  farm  (1940)  and  Dlsnejlaod  (19iS)p  eullj 
aecesslble  to  the  burgeoning  population  and  tourist  trade  of  Southern  Qallfor* 
nla.  The  pler-s  popular  ley  persisted  Into  the  1950s »  and  tho  La  Honlaa  B^lrooa 
beeame  the  first  In  the  nation  to  televise  Its  programs 

The  "Blue  Streak"  roller  aoaster,  on  the  other  hand,  had  survive  only  imtll 
1931 «  The  La  Honlea  Ballroom  was  demolished  In  1968.5  TodAyi  othar  ttiaQ  tha 
Lopff  pier  Itself,  only  the  Hippodrome,  the  Bowling  and  Bllllafd  Bulldl^p  now 
used  as  a  gift  shop,  and  one  minor  struoture  survlYe^  The  Bowling  and  Bililard 
Building,  which  once  featured  early  automatic  pln^ssttlng  M€hinety,^  has  baea 
extensively  altered  on  the  Interior |  for  that  reason  It  Is  not  raMMendad  fof 
Inclusion  in  this  nomination ^  Likewise »  the  Looff  Fler  and  the  Huaieipai  Fiar 
have  both  been  so  modified  that  they  cannot  be  said  to  possess  clear  histofl^ 
integrity. 

The  Carousel 

The  Carousel  presently  In  the  Hippodrome  is  Philadelphia  Toboggan  Coapaay  #62, 
a  3-^row  carousel  that  began  its  career  in  Cumberland  Fark^  In  Naah^lllap 
Tennessee »  in  1922.  It  was  emplaeed  at  Santa  Mnlca  In  1947*9  As  an  Intaat 
carousel  by  a  first-rate  manufacturer  and  of  the  general  period  raprasantad  by 
the  Hippodrome »  its  presence  contributes  to  the  integrity  of  tha  atryatucay 
since  It  maintains  the  bulldlng^s  historic  use*  The  Intarlor  of  the  RippodroQ# 
i8»  furthermore^  being  restored  to  Its  original  appeaf^ance  to  provide  an  apFtoii* 
imatlon  of  the  historic  settlt^  of  the  former  carousel. 

On  the  other  handg  the  carousel  is  not  the  original  liOoff  carousal  that  waa 
manufactured  for  the  Hippodrome.  And,  of  Itself,  as  a  rather  typical  enaapla 
of  Philadelphia  Toboggan  Company  carousel  work  In  the  early  192Da|  it  ia^  whila 
quite  attractive,  not  excaptionally  early,  rare»  or  unusually  distinguiahad. 
It  was,  however^  featured  In  the  film  "The  Sting,"  and  is  well  known  ftoa  its 
appearance  in  other  films  and  a  host  of  television  series  episodes. 
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FOOTNOTES 

1  Raymond  Glrvlglan,   "Santa  Monica  Carousal,  A  Restoration  Report"  (Paeadena 
Californiai  May  27*  1983),        4.0-3^  ' 

2  Ibid. ,  pp.  2.01-2  and  2. 01-10 • 

3  Ibid. ,  pp*  2,01-7~2.01-9  and  2.01-17, 

4  Ibld.^  pp*  2.01-9  and  2.01-15. 
J    Ibid.,  p.  2*01-17. 

6  Ibid« 


7    Ibid*,  p.  2*01-13. 

a  National  Carousel  AssociaClon,  "National  Carousal  Association  Census"  (Los 
Angeles,  California i    National  Carousel  Association,  1983),  p.  6. 

9  The  basis  for  this  conclusion  is  a  review  of  all  the  Philadelphia  Toboggan 
Company  entries  in  the  "National  Carousel  Association  Census"  and  the  list 
of  the  Philadelphia  Toboggan  Company  carousels  In  Charles  J.  Jacques,  Jr., 
"The  Carousels  of  the  Philadelphia  Toboggan  Company,"  tousment  Park  Journal* 
5,  4  (1983),  pp.  36-37.   " —  ~ 
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Summary^ 

The  Kit  Carson  County  fairffounds  at  Burlington,  Colo*i  features  the  county's  fully 
restored  and  operating  carousels  a  3-row  Philadelphia  Toboggan  Company  machine  housed 
in  a  dodecagonal  shelter  structure.  The  carousel  has  all  its  46  original  stationary 
animals  and  4  sleighs,  all  of  which  rotate  in  a  counterblockwlse  direction  on  a  platform 
43'  An  dimeter*  It  also  retains  45  original  paintings  on  its  central  core  and  its 
1912  WurlltEer  Monster  Military  Band  Organ* 

Shelter 

The  dodecagonal  structure,  built  specifically  to  house  the  carousel  and  its  organ, 
is  a  1-story  building,  topped  by  a  12-slded  enclosed  cupola  featuring  12  small 
windows,  each  of  which  contains  3  vertical  panes*  The  original  lap-siding  has 
recently  been  replaced  with  steel*  There  are  two  entrances,  one  on  the  east  side 
and  one  on  the  west*  When  the  carousel  is  in  operation,  shuttered  openings  on  all 
sides  are    raised    until    parallel    with   the    ground    and    perpendicular    to    the  walls. 

Mthough  of  Interesting  construction,  the  shelter  dates  from  the  carousel's  move  to 
Burlington  in  1928,  and  is  not  regarded  as  contributing  to  the  historic  significance 
of  the  carousel* 

Carousel 

The  animals  featured  in  the  3-row  carousel  include  seallons ,  horses  with  horse-hair 
tails,  antelopes,  deer  with  antlers j  goats,  giraffes,  and  cmelSi  as  well  as  a 
"seahorse,"  a  dog*  an  Indian  ponys  a  tiger,  a  lebra,  and  a  lion  (the  lead  animal}  # 
Except  for  the  paired  animals  flanking  the  sleighs,  all  others  are  arranged  in  sets 
of  three*  Within  each  set  the  animal  on  the  outside  is  the  largest  and  most  ornately 
detailed;  the  middle  animal  is  smaller  with  less  carving |  and  the  Inside  anljial  is  the 
smallest  and  plainest* 

No  two  animals  were  carved  in  the  same  stance  or  with  the  same  decorations .  Secondary 
carvings  adorning  the  saddles  or  the  animals  themselves  include  full-blo^m  roses, 
figures  of  Cupid,  a  cat  with  a  mouse  in  its  mouth*  a  cornucopia,  and  a  wooden  medallion 
with  the  figure  of  an  Arab  shlek,  A  giraffe  has  a  snake  twined  around  its  neck  and  on 
the  neck  of  a  deer  Is  a  woodpecker.  Behind  the  saddle  of  the  zebra  is  a  gnome  sitting 
in  a  shell  aiming  a  spear  at  the  rider's  seat* 

The  teKture  of  the  individual  animal  coats  has  baen  faithfully  detailed  and  teeth, 
tongues,  and  hooves  are  carefully  carved.  Toed  animals  have  their  dewclaws  and 
hooved  animals  are  shod.  The  antlers  on  the  deer  are  authentic,  as  are  the  horses' 
tails.  All  figures  have  glass,  eyes  carefully  matched  to  those  of  their  natural 
counterparts  * 
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Two  of  the  sleighs  are  pQaltloned  on  the  outside  of  the  elrele  and  are  very  colorful 
and  ornately  carved.  The  two  Inside  sleighs  —  like  the  inside  animals  have  less 
decoration.  On  the  back  of  each  of  the  sleigh  seats  Is  a  painting  similar  In  charae- 
ter  to  those  around  the  central  core. 

Mopt  of  the  45  carnival-- type  paintings  that  adorn  the  central  core  feature  bucolic 
scenes.  Of  them,  36  measure  38"  x  46"  and  nine  42"  k  65."  They  are  arranged  in 
three  tiers  arouad  the  central  cores  except  above  the  organ  where  there  are  only  two 
tiers.  Among  the  paintings  is  found  a  sign  advertising  the  carousel's  manufacturer. 
Originally  handpainted  on  canvas g  the  paintings  were  completely  restored  by  early  May 
1977.  Carved  and  painted  wooden  valances  in  a  repetitive  design  top  each  tier  of 
paintings  and  embellish  the  circumference  of  the  superstructure.  (Before  the  carousel's 
move  to  Burlington  in  1928,  there  may  have  been  18  additional  paintings  around  the 
outside  perimeter  of  the  top  of  the  carousel;  attempts  to  verify  this  fact  and  to 
locate  the  paintings  have  failed.^) 

The  central  core  houses  the  mechanical  driving  system $  originally  steam-operaced  and 
belt^-drlvens  but  now  powered  by  electricity.  This  conversion  to  electrical  power  la 
the  only  alteration  that  has  been  made  to  the  carousel.  Set  into  the  central  core 
and  flanked   by   the   paintings    is    the    Rudolph    Wurlltzer   Monster   Military   Band  Organ, 

The  Monster  miitary  Band  Organ,  Style  155,  was  designed  for  use  in  large  skating 
rinks,  amusement  parks,  and  the  like.  It  measures  6*10-1/2"  high,  8*9"  wide,  and  8*3" 
deep.  It  Is  housed  In  Its  original  oak  cabinet  with  leaded  glass  panels  at  the  front, 
which  afford  a  view  of  some  of  the  enclosed  brass  horns.  Through  the  use  of  music 
rolls,  this  100-key  Instrument  is  equivalent  to  a  la-lS-piece  band.  The  organ's  285 
pipes  Include  the  folloi^ngs  30  pipes  for  basses  |  22  for  accompaniments  i  100  for 
violin,  violoncello,  stopped  and  open  pipes  and  "ciarlonets" i  and  72  for  piccolos  and 
flutes.  The  brass  section  is  composed  of  51  brass  trumpets  and  10  brass  trombones. 
In  addition  to  both  snare  and  bass  drirais  the  organ  also  features  eight  stops  i  two  for 
piccolo  and  flutes  and  ©ne  each  for  "clarionets,"  trimpets,  trombones,  stopped  basses, 
open  basses,  and  bass  octavo.  In  the  1930s  the  carousel  building  was  used  for  storage, 
and  mice  destroyed  some  of  the  organ  parts |  the  instrument,  however,  was  restored  in 
1976, 

Footnotes 

iThls  description  of  the  carousel  is  an  edited  version  of  that  appearing  In  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places  nomination,  prepared  by  Karen  Patterson  of  the  Colorado 
Historical  Society  in  1978,  and  a  revised  form  sutaitted  to  the  National  Register  and 
the  History  Division  In  1983,  which  was  prepared  by  jo  Itowney  of  the  Kit  Carson  County 
Caroiisel  Association,  In  cooperation  with  Gloria  Mills  of  the  Colorado  Historical  Society. 

2Klt  Carson  County  Carousel  Association,  "Kit  Carson  County  Carousel"  (undated  pamphlet). 
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8.  Significanee 


Period  Arftas  mf  Slgniffisanse^Oheok  and  justify  below 

prehistarjc  arsheslogy^prehistoric         oommunlty  planning  landscape  architecture  religion 

1400-1499  araheology^hlstoric  coniervation  law  ieitnee 

1S0&"1i99  agrleulture  economlas  literature  iculptyre 

1800-1i99  arehiteeture  education  mjlltafy  ioclal 

1700^1799  art  engineering  .  muile  humanitarian 

. .  1@0(V^1S99  aommeree  exploration  settlement  philosophy  theater 

X    190&O  eommunlcations  induttry  polltlei  government  tranipoflation 

Invention  other  (s^cify) 

„  .    =       _  . .  RecrMti.c^_ 

??«?'"^*!**"      1905  '  Builder  ArehitMi  PMladelphia  M?Qggm .  ..i?^^^^^ 


Statammt  of  ilsnifloaiioe  (In  one  paragraph)  ^n^my 

The  Kic  Carson  Councyi  or  BurllngConp  Carousal  Is  the  oldesc  earousel  uada  by  Che  Fhlla^ 
delphla  Toboggan  Company  extant s  in  virtually  unaltsred  condition*  Its  eKcepclonal  state 
of  preservation  is,  In  factp  an  important  element  In  Its  significance.  It  was  built  in 
1905  and  was  the  6th  of  oome  89  iianufactured  by  the  Fhlladeiphla  Toboggan  Company  between 
1904  and  1934  »^  It  o^as  built  £or  the  Elltohes  Gardens  amusement  park  in  Denver  where 
it  remained  until  1928,  when  it  was  sold  to  the  commissioners  of  Kit  Carson  County,  a 
rural  county  southeast  of  Denver  near  the  Kansas  State  Una* 

The  carousels  manufactured  in  Germantown,  Pennsylvania,  hy  the  Fhlladelphla  Toboggan 
Company  have  been  highly  praised,  described,  for  example,  as  the  "world's  finest  and  most 
substantially  made.''^  Thm  company's  work.  In  any  case,  was  among  the  more  artist- 
ically elaborate  and  expensive  of  the  lines  of  carousels  available • 

In  common,  however,  with  the  work  of  other  manufacturers,  relatively  few,  less  than  20, 
Philadelphia  Toboggan  Company  carousels  survive*^  One,  dating  from  1922,  is  housed  In 
the  Looff  Hippodrome  at  the  Santa  Monica  Pier  In  California,  whare  It  replaced  an  original 
Looffi  another,  the  last  owned  by  the  Company,  is  one  of  the  carousels  at  the  Cedar  Point 
Amusement  Park,  near  Sandusky,  Ohio.  (Both  these  properties  are  Included  elsewhere  in 
this  theme  study.) 

The  Rudolph  Wurlit^er  Monster  Military  Band  Organ,  Style  155,  installed  on  the  carousel 
in  1912,  while  it  was  at  Eiltches  Gardens,  Is  also  of  note  because  It  Is  apparently  the 
only  cne  of  its  kind  remaining  in  operating  condition » 

History 

The  Philadelphia  Toboggan  Company,  which  still  survives,  was  founded  In  1903  by  Henry 
Auchy,  an  amusement  park  manager,  and  Chester  Albright,  who  ran  his  fmlly-a  purse 
business »  The  partners  wanted  to  produce  the  finest  in  amusements,  aspecially  roller 
coasters,  or  "toboggans,"  and  carousels.  They  successfully  tapped  the  wave  of  Interest 
In  amusement  parks  that  followed  the  opening  that  year  of  Luna  Park  on  Coney  Island,  and 
remained  important  producers  of  "top~of-the-line"  carousels  until  the  Great  Depression, 
when  the  Company  stopped  building  carousels  and  concentrated  on  other  musements ,  Including 
old  mills I    their   old   stand-by,   roller   coasters i    and,   after  World  War   II,    skee  ball>^ 
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In  1905,    thm  managemant    of  Elitchas    Gardens,   a  popular  muaement    cantar  In  Denver 
selected  and  ordered  the   Mrousel  to   replace  a  simpler  and   smaller  one  then  in  use. 
It  operated  until   1928,    when  llltchee   deelded   to    replace   it    with  a    new  and  larsrer 
model « 

It  was  at  this  point  that  the  Kit   Carson  County  conmlssloners  pui chased  the  carousel 
and  the  organ,  moved  them  to  fairgrounds,  and  built  the  dodecagonal  structure  to  house 
them.    The  comissioners  who  approved  the  carousel's  purchase  met  with  such  widespread 
disapproval  over   the  |i,250  price,   a   sum   that  was   considered  extravagant,   that  t^ 
ch6se  not  to  run  for  reelection ■ 

In  1931-37,  the  Depression  forced  the  county's  officials  to  suspend  the  holding  of  the 
county  fair,  at  which  the   carousel  had  been  displeyad  and  operated.     In  those  years 
the  fairgrounds  were  neglected.    Cornstalks  and  hay  were  stored  in  the  carousel  building 
and  elsewhere    on  the    fairgrounds.     Vermin  infested   the    carouiel  building  and  waste 
accumulated  in  lt|    mice  devoured  portions  of  the  Insides  of  the  band  organ. 

When  annual  fairs  resumed  In  1937,  the  caroueel  and  its  building  ware  cleared  of  the 
aeciffiiulated  debris  and  eleansd.  The  carousel  was  revarnished  and  put  back  into  opera- 
cion*  Fhonographs  and  tape  recorders  provided  the  music  for  nearly  40  years,  during 
which  time  the  carousel  continued  to  serve  the  community. 

In  1975,  a  comittee  of  civic-minded  Kit  Carson  County  citizens,  eager  to  undertake  a 
project  that  would  be  appropriate  for  the  Bicentennial  observance ,  took  note  of  the 
state  of  the  carousel.  They  chose  to  begin  its  restoration.  An  expert  was  retained 
to  restore   the    band   organ,    which  was   accomplished  Just   in  time  for   the   1976  fair. 

Grants  and  donations  were  sought  to  continue  the  work  and  the  committee  reconstituted 
itself  as  the  Kit  Carson  County  Carousel  Association.  In  1977,  the  oil  paintings 
were  restored  by  trained  conservators.  Two  years  later,  restoration  of  the  animals 
began.  The  original  paint  ifi  most  instances  turned  out  to  be  in  astonishinffly  Mod 
condition.  -  -  ^ 

Today,  the  finely  restored  carousel  is  the  oldest  working  carousel  in  Colorado,  although 
it  operates  infrequently— principally  on  tha  last  three  days  of  the  annual  county  fair 
and  in  the  course  of  fund-raising  drives  fot  its  restoration. 

Recently,  the  Burlington  Carousel  has  drawn  national  Interest  for  its  historic 
qualities,  tepresentatives  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  have  visited  the  site  to 
docment  the  early  vintage  of  the  carousel  and  organ.  The  Conservation  Comittee  of 
the  National  Carousel  Association  has  endorsed  the  object  as  worthy  of  preservation, 
terlanne  Stevens,  president  of  the  American  Carousel  Society,  has  described  it  as 
without  egual..*.  absolutely  the  finest  original  toerlcan  carousal  left  in  the 
world.... "0 
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Inventory— Nomination  Form 

OoffrtiiiiatlQn  ^i#et  Item  number  8  ^ge  3 

Fdotnoteg 

^The  basis  ©f  the  historical  data  included  in  this  statement  is  the  National  Register 
of  Historic  Places  nomlnaclon  forma  referenced  in  Note  1  of  the  Description ,  with  the 
exceptions  noted  below* 

2  National  Carousel  Associations  National  Carousel  Association  Cenaus  (Los  ^geles , 
Calif. I  National  Carousel  Association ,  1983} |  and  Charles  J«  Jacques^  Jr«i  "The 
Carousels  of  the  Philadelphia  Toboggan  Company,"  tousement  Park  Journal,  5,  4  (1984), 
pp.  36-37 • 

3 Jacques i  c i t  *  ^  p*  3- 

^Natlonal  Carousel  Association  Census,  o^^.  cit  *  This  conclusion  is  based  on  a  review 
of  all  Philadelphia  Toboggan  Company  entries* 

^These  notes  on  the  Company's  history  are  abstracted  from  Jacques ^  op*   cit.,  pp»  3"11» 

^From  the  text  of  a  letter  to  Gloria  Mills  of  the  Colorado  Historical  Sociatyj  May 
18,  1983 p     The  full  text  is  reproduced  with  this  nomination. 
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Iremd  Eipple  Park  ("White  cifcy")  Carsu^el 
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w^ity,  town  Indianapolis 

state    j^^iina  462P6 

^Bm  Location  of  Li 

igai  De^eription 

^sourthousei  registry  of  deeds,  eic. 
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T,  Description 


CetlditicHi  dheok  One  Cheek  one 

_  K_  aEeellent               deteriorated           unaltered  orlglnil  site 

 qo^   ^  ruins  .X.  altered  ^.  moved      date  1956|  1975 

 fiir   unti^sed 


D*S^ffb«  the  preaenl  and  original  (if  knewn)  physical  appearance 
Simmmry 

The  Children's  Museuaa  aarousal  began  Its  career  in  Indianapolli  In  1917  as  a  aompos^ 
Ite,  apparently  assembled  by  the  Hangela^Illions  Company ,  using  Its  meehanleal  equips 
ment  and  Dent^el  Cempany  animals.  The  moat  hlstdrlc  elements  of  the  Children* s 
Museum  earousel  are  Its  pre--1900  animals »  which  Include  the  following i  one  lion,  onm 
tiger ^  three  goats,  three  giraffes,  three  reindeer,  and  31  horses  of  different  siies. 
Eighteen  of  the  animals  are  "jumpers*"  Of  the  total  of  42,  41  are  the  Dentzels  used 
On  the  carousel  during  its  historic  residence  (1917-56)  at  Broad  Ripple  Park*  The 
single  missing  horse  has  been  replaced  by  a  compatible  Dentsel* 

As  is  explained  in  the  Significance  statement  of  this  study,  the  1917  Mangels  mecha* 
nlsm  was  not  available  when  the  restoration  of  the  carousel  began  in  1973*  A  substl-^ 
tute  Hangels-lllions  was  used. 

The  Children's  Museina  ter ousel  operates  In  the  southwest  corner  ot  the  fifth  floor 
of  the  museum's  modern  building,  which  Is  preswably  the  largest  musetm  building  in 
the  world  designed  eKcluslvely  for  children.  The  carousel  is  housed  in  an  interior 
pavilion,  which,  though  it  is  of  modern  construction,  represents  a  composite  of  the 
designs  of  several  historic  carousel  pavilions.! 

Additional  Data 

The  "borrowing"  or  "trading"  of  parts  was  a  relatively  common  practice  mong  carousel 
manufacturers  when  they  needed  to  fill  orders  in  a  hurry.  Hangels-Illions  likely 
obtained  the  animals  from  a  pre-1900  Dentzel  carousel  and  Installed  them  on  their  om 
mechanism,  when  the  carousel  was  ordered  for  the  "White  City"  amusement  park  in 
Indianapolis.    The  animals*  history  prior  to  1917  is  not  knoim. 

In  keeping  with  the  pattern  used  by  Mangels-Illions ,  and  in  accord  with  historic  photo- 
graphic evidence  on  the  carousel's  appearance,  the  carousel  was  restored  with  animals 
in  alternating  rows  of  Jwpers  and  stationary  animals,  three  abreast*  The  animals  in 
the  outside  row  have  Jewels;  although  they  were  not  manufactured  with  Jewels^  they 
were  decorated  in  that  fashion  when  in  Broad  Ripple  Park* 

The  animals  are  mounted  on  the  substitute  40*  diameter  Hangels^Illions  mechanism « 
which  is. perhaps  close  in  appearance  to  the  original.  Xn  reassembly  of  the  carousel, 
the  exterior  scenery,  on  the  large  outside  rim  panels,  was  painted  by  a  Pennsylvania 
artist,  using  other  carousel  art  as  models.  The  outside  mirror  frames  and  decorative 
carving  above  them  are  also  replicas.  New  scenery  was  fabricated  for  the  interior  in 
the  museum* s  shops* 

The  carousel's  band  organ  Is  a  1919  "Special  Carousel  Organ"  (Model  146B)  that  long 
operated  on  a  carousel  at  an  musement  park  In  San  Francisco.  This  style  of  organ 
was  produced  strictly  for  carousels  of  that  period.  The  interior  of  the  organ  was 
rebuilt  in  1976,  before  installation. 


47S 

737 


Unitsd  Statos  Depiirtmeiit  ef  the  Interior 
National  Park  Servlee 

Natlonai  Register  of  Historic  Places 
Inventory — Nomination  Form 
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Itotn  number 


Footnote 


I  This  description   Is   based  on  Information  In  Dwlght   Crandell,    "Th.   Children- s  Museum' 
Carousel.    Marry-Co-Roundup  8,2,  pp.  17-19,  as  well  as  onsite  Inspection  of  the  carousel 
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8.  Significance 
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Statomont  of  SlsnHloanoo  {In  ono  paragraph) 

Suamary 

Thm  ^Qdmn  carousal  at  thm  Chlldraa's  Husaim  in  Indianapolis,  although  it  inoorporates 
othar  elaaants,  is  ono  of  tha  thraa  aarliast  aarousals  that  is  virtuaily  intact  in 
teras  of  its  DantEel  managarle  animals.  Its  elosatt  oontamporar 7 >  eoineldentslly 
also  in  Indiana,  at  Logansport,  has  not  been  as  finely  resGored*  Logansport  is  dated 
variously  betifean  1900  and  1903  though  it  may  predate  1900 1  th^  Children's  MaseuB-a 
animals  probably  antedate  1900  although  their  history  eaunot  be  dooiaentad  prior  to 
1917.  The  only  older  extant  Dentzel  is  that  at  HeridiaQp  Hirisissippip  which  say  date 
as  early  as  1885-89*  but  is  more  likely  from  1892-97* 

Dentzel _Carougel6 

Although  extant  carousels  by  other  manufacturers  iaeluded  in  this  study  are  of  earlier 
date  t  these  three  earliest  Dentzels  are  fine  representatives  of  the  mature  oarousel 
work  by  this  important  manufacturing  family.  The  Dentzels'  work  has  been  praised  for 
the  artistry  of  its  carving  and  described  as  "the  finest  built."  This  charaoterlsa^ 
tion  especially  applies  to  their  work  up  to  1910.^ 

The  Dentzels  have  been  credited  with  giving  the  carousel  industry  in  i^arica  its  real 
start.  Qustav  A.  Dentzel ,  a  young  Geman  immigrant*  began  building  carousals  in 
Fhiladelphia  in  1867 •  Parts  of  his  first  toerican  carousel  *  it  appaars,  ware  iaportad 
from  his  father*  who  manufactured  carousels  in  Ueuznaohp  Germany.  The  family  con^ 
tinuad  in  tha  businass  in  Philadalphia  until  1929*^ 

Of  an  unknown  total  numbar  of  carousals  manufactured  by  the  Dentzel  cmpanyp  oertalnly 
upward  of  a  hundred*  soma  21  (including  the  3  mentioned  above)  still  axist.^  Tha 
intagrity  of  savaral  of  the  survivors  has  been  marred  by  replacement  of  animals  with 
thosa  by  othar  manufacturers.  (Two  Dantsels  [1905-13  and  1921]  at  Cedar  Point*  Ohio* 
are  descrlbad  in  a  saparata  nomination  of  that  great  TOusement  park|  the  Dentzel 
[1927]  at  Kannywood  Park*  in  W.  Mifflin*  Pa.*  near  Pittsburgh*  is  sljiilarly  traated.) 

Althouih  othar  Dentzel  carousals  might  hava  baan  included  in  this  st^dy*  it  has  been 
noted  that  tha  company -s  latar  work  showed  tha  affects  of  mass  Banufacture#^  Even 
these  standardized  specimens  are  now  so  rare  that  thay  night  ba  deraed  worthy  of 
consideration.  A  large  percentage*  however*  of  all  remaining  Dentsel  carousals  have 
been  repeatedly  moved  or  greatly  modifiad. 
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HlgtQgj^of  the  Chlldgen'e  Huseiga'a  CarousaJ. 

Kay  elements  in  the  Children's  Husetai's  carouBel^  l.e*,  the  animals ,  are  those  of  th© 
carousel  whleh  operated  In  Broad  iUppla  Park  in  northern  Indianapolis  from  1917  to 
1956*    The  animals  p  howavw,  appear  to  be  pre*1900. 

The  earousel  was  brought  there  in  1917  to  be  part  of  an  amusement  park  Imowii  as  White 
City,  owned  by  the  Union  Traetion  Company.  In  1922,  the  Broad  Mpple  Amusraent  Company 
purehased  the  park  and  renamed  lt#  A  giant  roller  coaster^  baseball  dlraonds,  a  foot- 
ball field,  cinder  track  and  bath  houses  wre  other  features «  At  first,  the  carousel 
was  housed  in  a  large  enclosed  building  near  the  pool.  In  1927,  the  park  was  sold  to 
Oscar  and  Joseph  Baur  who  removed  muy  rides  and  added  new  attractions  such  as  the 
Temple  of  Mystery,  Huffman's  toto  Speedway  and  Dodge  *ot  Cars.  The  ownership  again 
changed  in  1938  when  William  Mf^.Curry  acquired  it.  Re  moved  the  carousel  to  the 
children's  playground  and  housed  it  in  a  domed  pavilion  Michout  walls. 

By  the  time  McCurry  sold  the  park  to  the  city  in  1954  the  musement  rides  had  all  but 
disappeared.  By  1936  deterioration  was  such  that  the  pavilion  collapsed  on  the  carou- 
sel, destroying  its  sweeps  and  mechanism.  Except  for  the  animals,  which  the  city 
stored  in  a  warehouse,  the  rest  of  the  carousel  was  Junked# 

In  1965,  the  Children's  Museum  acquired  two  of  the  Broad  Ripple  carousel  horses  for 
display.  Later  on.  In  1969,  the  muse™  acquired  all  of  the  others ,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  three  reindeer  and  two  horses,  and  put  them  In  storage.  Many  were  in  poor 
condition. 

When  the  musetm  decided  to  move  into  a  new  building  It  was  felt  that  two  or  three 
antoais  would  be  displayed  and  the  rest  sold  to  benefit  the  museum.  With  that  in 
mind,  Mrs-  Hildrad  Compton,  the  museum's  exacutlve  director,  went  to  the  first 
National  Carousel  Houndtable  at  Sandwich,  Itess.,  Iri  the  fall  of  1973  to  find  buyers. 
Instead,  she  returned  to  Indianapolis  convinced  that  the  museum  should  restore  the 
carousel  and  put  it  in  operation  as  a  permanent  eKhibit. 

Restoration  of  the  carousel,  in  1975-78,  was  a  time-consuming  and  expensive  project. 
The  remaining  animals,  except  for  one,  were  finally  located.  A  Mangels-Xlllons 
carousel  mechanism  was  delivered  in  November  197S  and  erected.  A  whole  new  platform 
was  constructed  and  covered  with  indoor-outdoor  carpeting.  Work  on  the  animals  was 
so  extensive  that  it  was  not  until  the  fall  of  1977  that  the  last  of  the  restored 
animals  was  put  on  the  carousel. 

Changes  have  been  made  to  make  the  carousel  durable  and  reliable  in  dally  operation. 
Added  bracing  was  installed,  and  the  mechanism  belt  drive  was  exchanged  for  a  fluid 
drive.  The  animals  are  periodically  "touched  up**  in  the  musetm' s  conservation  lab* 
The  Children's  Musetm' s  Carousel  accomodates  about  200,000  riders  a  year.  The  modest 
fee  charged  goes  to  insure  Its  continued  maintenance. 
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gi^er  town   Waehing ton 
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IMiitotf  8IM#9  Itopaftmont  of  tlw  lnt#rl#r 

NattMial  Pflrk  S#f¥lM 

^tttl#nsl  R#g§stOf  off  Historic  Piao#8 
liiv«iitory---Noinination  Porm 

SofMlufllldft  ilwsl  Kmh  nufntar 


Footootea 

^Thasa  GoneluslOQs  mtm  bssed  en  m  eoapilattoti  of  data  that  appur  ia  National  teroysaX 
Assoaiatlont  Hstional  CagouMl^l^geciatiQB  _Ganau_g  (Los  Angaiu,  California i  Natlomiil 
CaMuvel  AaaoclatiOTa  Hareh  l?§3)i  paaaiai  whieh  Mmtm  raarrangsd  ehranQlogleally  ^or 
thia  atudy  and  aupplraantad  by  data  appearing  in  Bueeassivs  issues  of  terr^Oo^Roundup , 
a  pariodieal  of  tha  Nation^  Carousel  ^sociation. 

^Fradariek  Friadp  ""Tha  Dantsel  Carousal »  A  Condansad  History Merry^GQ-Rouadup  8,2^ 
^ibid^.p,  3-S. 

^national  Carousal  J^soclatlon,  0£.  pit. 
^Friadp  o£»  alt* ,  p,  8. 

^fhis  history  has  baen  oompllad  from  the  acoounts  In  Dwlght  Crandells  "Tha  Chlldran^s 
I^S€i^*s  Carousal,"^  Hsyry^Go'^EQuadup  S,2p  16--lf|  and  Hancy  l^lplenj  Kaap  a;L_lyji__oP 
that  Ift^y  < indianapolis ;    The  Children's  Husaum  of  Indianapolis,  1982)  p  pp^  1^3^l93V 
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EKLC 


United  states  Departmeitt  ml  the  Interior 

National  Park  Serviee  pot  nps  onty 

National  Register  of  Historic  Plac 
Inventory^Nomination  Form  dat#entemd 

See  instrustlcini  In  How  to  Qomplmtm  National  Rmglstmr  Forms 

Type  ail  entries— cemplete  applleable  mmQlionp   

1,  Name 


historic  ipaneer  Park_Dantgel  Carousel  (1919=62) 


and  or  common  Rivegside  Park  Pentgel  Carousel  (1962-date) i  Loganaport  carQusel 

2.  Looation 


•tre             JtrRivarsida  Park  not  for  pubtication 

oity>   .i^n  Logansport   vicinity  of 

stat#  Indiana  code                       eoumy  Cass    code 

3p  Olassiffiaation    

Oat«gory          Ownership                    Slalus  Present  Use 

district               pubtie   occupied  -    airiculturt   museum 

bylldingCs)  private   unoccupied   .  commerelai   psrfc 

— ^  strueturt  — ^  both  = —  work  in  pragreie        ^  ^  educational   privato  rssidsncs 

site             Fublio  Aoquisilion         Accessible  _  entertainment   reilglous 

object   in  process                      yes:  restricted  government   ^  scientific 

 .  being  cansldered   yes:  unrestricted   ^  Industrial  ^  transporUrtlon 

no 


4.  Owner  of  Property 

rearouse^) 

name               ^r.  Wayne  Thomas /  Prasident^  cass  County  Carousal  Corporation 

street  &  number     ^/o  1st  National  Bank  nf 

city,  town  Logansport 

^vicinity  of                                   itate    mdiana  46947 

5.  Location  of  Legal  Da 

ascription 

courttiouse,  registry  of  deeds,  etc.  N/A 

street  Bt  number 

cityi  town  itatt 

6.  Representation  in  Ei 

cisting  Surveys 

title  National  Carousal  Association  Census    has  this  property  been  determined  eiigibie?          yes    ^  no 

date 

federal         state   .  county   local 

depositary  for  survey  records 

city,  town  ' 
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7m  Pescriptlon 


 ^  excellent         ^=  deteridrated       ..unaltered  errginal  site 

i^i^d  ruins  altered  X  moved  date  1919;  =1962 
 ^  fair                — ^  unexposed 


P«scrib«  thm  pr«s«nt  ffnd  #rigffisl  Cif  knewn)  physical  appearance 

The  Leganaport  DentEel  Gareusal  occupies  a  shelter  building  in  t\m  playgtound  area  of 
Riverside  Park,  one  of  the  city's  public  parka, 1  The  shelter  building  is  a  shed  of  simple 
multl»sided  design  and  recent  construction  and  is  strictly  utilitarian;  its  sides  which 
are  protected  with  metal  bars,  are  opened  during  the  sianmer  months  to  provide  lifiht  and 
air  while  the  carousel  is  operating. 

The  Logansport  Dent^el  Is  a  stationary  3-abreast  carousel  of  the  No.  103  style,  described 
m  the  Dentzel  company  catalog  (c,  1885) g  as  followsi 

Caroussel  is  built  wLth  animals,  three  abreast,  such  as  lion,  goats,  deer,  giraffe 
tiger,  and  dififerent  styles  of  horses,  containing  40  in  number,  together  with  four 
double-^seated  chariots,  of  fine  design  and  architecture,  handsomely  carved,  fresco 
painted  and  upholstered  In  plush.  The  Caroussel  Is  42  feet  In  diameter,  with  sixteen 
section  platform,  40  feet  in  dimeter.  All  upright  rods  are  encased  In  brass  tubing. 
All  working  parts  are  enclosed  by  high  class  oil  paintings,  mounted  upon  scroll-worked 
frame.5,  finely  painted.  Includes  concert  organ,  with  two  cylinders  of  music,  also 
ring  board  and  attactaents,  also  power  of  steam  or  electric,  as  desired. 2 

For  the  Logansport  carousel,  the  Dentiels  supplied  a  slightly  different  group  of  42  animals 
(31  horses,  three  goats,  three  reindeer,  three  giraffes,  one  lion,  and  a  tiger),  eKactly 
the  same  menagerie  combination  as  on  the  Children's  Museum  carousel  in  Indianapolis.  All 
of  these  animals  remain  in  place  on  it.    The  ring  dispenser  is  also  in  place* 

Additional  Data 

The  origins  and  date  of  the  carousel's  musical  equipment  are  speculative.  Most  of  its 
other  parts  have  survived  rather  well,  (It  Is  uncertain  whether  the  decorative  interior 
and  exterior   panels,    now    obscured,    might   be    restored   by   removing    overlays    of  paint.) 

The  Cass  County  Carousel  Association  has,  however,  in  the  process  of  restoring  the  carousel, 
discovered  that  dry  rot  has  begun  to  affect  the  carousel's  animals,  some  of  which  have  been 
painted  as  many  as  20  times.  If  not  eventually  restored  and  housed  in  climate-controlled 
suLiOyndlngs ,  the  animals  are  certain  to  deteriorate  further. 

To  its  credit,  the  Cass  County  Carousel  Association  is  striving  to  raise  the  funds  necessary 
to  complete    the    carousel's    restoracion   and    to    build   a   more    suitable    shelter   for  it. 
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iThe  bulk  of  thle  description  hae  been  prepared  from  data  included  In  Che  following  newapaper 
artiGleai  *'Carouael^s  44  Animals  To  Undergo  Restoration,"  Pharoa-Trlbune  (Loganapprts 
IndOi  Sunday,  January  23 ^  1983-  Dave  Kitchell,  "Loganaport*e  Carousel^"  Pharoa-Trlbune 
(Loganaport,  IndOi  February  19j  1984,  pp,  1,8|  Deborah  Pines,  "Carouael'a  riders  feel  Joyp 
gloryi"  The  Indianapolia  Star^  Sunday,  July  8,  1984  (Spectrum  Section),  pp,  1,3;  and  Dawns 
Slater,  "Grabbing  braaa  ring  a till  possible,"  Kokomo  (lnd#)  Tribune  ^  Friday,  August  31, 
1984, 

^"Catalogue  of  Carousaels  and  Organa"  ( Philadelphia i     G.A.  Dentzel,  c.  1885) ^  unpaginated. 
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Perl  si 

prehritorjg 

170CM1799 
180^1899 


^raar  mi  Significance— Oheck  and  jusilfy  betow 


afqhtology^prehiitofjc 
a^ehf  ology-historiQ 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 

cemmerce 
communications 


community  planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration  settlement 
industry 
invention 


landscape  architecture 
law 

literature 

milftary 

music 

philosophy 

politics  government 


Spselfie  dates       a.  1900-03 


Builder  AfEhiteet 


religion 
science 
sculpture 
social 

humanitarian 
theater 

traniportation 
other  (specify) 

recreatien. 
Dentzel  Carousel  Corpora tiohs^ tcarousel) 


Stalamant  of  Signlflqanca  (in  one  paragraph) 

The  wooden  carousel  in  Rivarslde  Park  In  LDiansport  is  one  of  the  three  earliest  Dentzel 
menagarie  carousels  that  are  virtually  intact.  Its  closeat  contemporary*  colncidentally 
also  ia  Indiana,  In  the  Children's  Museum ,  in  Indianapolis,  has  been  finely  restored  *  but 
Includes  a  substitute  Mangels-Billions  mechanism.  The  Loganaport  carousel ,  which  Is 'only 
P|rtlaUy  restored,  Is  dated  variously  between  1900  and  1903,  although  it  may  predate 
liOO#  The  only  extant  Dentzel  that  may  be  older  is  that  at  Meridian,  Mississippi,  which 
may  date  to  1885-89,  and  is  certainly  pre-1900,1 

D#ntzel  Carousels 

Although  extant  carousels  by  other  manufacturers  included  in  this  study  are  of  earlier 
date ^  these  three  earliest  Dent^els  are  fine  representatives  of  the  mature  carousel  work 
by  this  important  manufacturing  family.  The  Dent^els'  work  has  been  praised  for  the 
artistry  of  its  carving  and  described  as  "the  finest  built,"  This  characteriMtlon 
upecially  applies  to  their  work  up  to  1910*2 

The  Dentzels  have  been  credited  with  giving  the  carousel  industry  in  America  its  real 
start,  Custav  A,  Dentzel,  a  young  German  i^lgrant,  began  building  carousels  in  Philadel- 
phia in  1867 •  Farts  of  his  first  American  carousel,  it  appears,  were  Imported  from  his 
father  I  who  manufactured  carousels  in  Kreuznach,  Germany,  The  family  continued  in  the 
business  in  Philadelphia  until  1929,3 

Of  an  unknown  total  number  of  carousels,  certainly  upward  of  a  hundred,  manufactured  by 
the  Dentzel  company,  some  21  (including  the  3  mentioned  above)  still  exist. ^  The  integrity 
of  several  of  the  survivors  has  been  marred  by  replacement  of  animals  with  those  by  other 
aaauf aaturera ,  (Two  Dentzels  [1905-15  and  1921]  at  Cedar  Point,  Ohio,  are  described  in  a 
separate  nomination  of  that  great  amusement  park-  the  Dentzel  [1927]  at  Kennywood  Park, 
ia  W,  Mifflin,  Pa,,  near  Pittsburgh,  is  similarly  treated,) 

^though  other  Dentzel  carousels  might  have  been  Included  in  this  study.  It  has  been 
aoted  that  the  company's  later  work  showed  the  effects  of  mass  manufacture ,5  Even  these 
Standardized  specimens  are  now  so  rare  that  they  might  be  deemed  worthy  of  consideration. 
A  large  pereentage,  however,  of  all  remaining  Dentzel  carousels  have  been  repeatedly  moved 
or  greatly  modified. 
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History  of  the  Logangpgrt  Garougel^ 

The  Dent sal  carousel  In  Loganaport  haa  delighted  visitors  to  this  northern  Indiana  commu^ 
nlty  of  14^000,  since  1919  •  Until  1962 ,  It  was  In  Spencer  Farkg  and  was  then  moved  to 
Its  present  location  In  Riverside  Fark« 

The  loganaport  Dent^el  has  been  dated  to  a*  1900'-'1903y  although  It  may  be  as  early  as 
1885^90,  inasmuch  as  DentEel  manufactured  mostly  scatlonary  animals ,  such  as  those  on  the 
Logansport  carousel ^  prior  to  1890 p  and  afterward  made  relatively  few*  From  1903  to  1903 
It  apparently  toured  g  and  then  found  a  home  In  Fort  Wayne  ^  Indiana ,  from  where  It  was 
removed  to  Logansport  In  1919* 

In  Logansport  p  the  carousel  served  the  public  In  Spencer  Park^  which  was  then  at  the  end 
of  a  loeal  streetcar  line.  It  operated  under  the  management  of  a  succession  of  private 
omers  and  was  moved  to  Riverside  Park  by  Lawrence  Kandler^  the  last  of  thra^  In  1962 « 

After  Kandier's  death  in  1969 ,  his  estate  sought  to  dispose  of  the  carousel  ^  and  It 
remained  idle  until  1972-  In  that  years  the  loeal  Jayaeas  began  a  "Save  Our  Carousel" 
drive  that  raised  $15,000  to  purchase  it*  Once  this  was  aoeompllshed ^  the  carousel  was 
turned  over  to  a  non-profit  oorporatloni  the  Cass  County  Carousel  Association «  which 
continues  CO  operate  the  carousel  in  Riverside  Park  during  the  summer  months*  The  asso^^ 
ciation  is  using  the  proceeds  from  43g000*"odd  tickets  sold  each  year  to  maintain  and 
operate  the  carousel*  The  association  has  also  made  a  valiant,  though  modest ,  beginning 
in  its  restoration* 


Footnotes 

1 These  conclusions  are  based  on  a  compllatioa  of  data  that  appear  in  National,  Carousel 
Association j  National  Carousel  Association  Census  (Los  Angeles,  Calif *i  National  Carousel 
Association,  March  1983),  passlpj  which  were  rearranged  chronologically  for  this  study 
and  supplemented  by  data  appearing  In  successive  Issues  of  Merry-Go-Roundup ,  a  periodical 
of  the  National  Carousel  Association* 

^Frederick  Fried,  "The  DentMl  Carousel »  Condensed  History,"  Merry^Go-Roimdup  8,2^  p*  6* 
3lbld* ,  pp*  3-5* 

^National  Carousel  Association,  0£*  clt ■ 
^Frled,  0£»  clt*,  p*  8* 

^This  brief  sketch  of  the  carousel's  residence  In  Logansport  derives  from  newspaper 
articles  graciously  furnished  by  Wo*  Eric  Wo^,f  of  the  Cass  County  Carousel  Association* 
They  are  cited  in  Footnote  1  of  the  Description. 
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7.  Deserlption 


eMdltlen  ehask  mm  QHmmk  mnm 

J     exa«ll«nt  dBitflerstcd  „ — unijttred  ariginil  silt 

^  5|Md  ruina  lite  fed  _X_  meved      date  _ — ^-^^  . 

 fair  unssposad 


Dttscdbe  %Hm  pr«s«iit  an^  original  (if  kno^n)  physieal  app«arane« 

Summary 


The  Abilene  carouael  Is  a  2=abreaet>  track'-type  machine*  It  has  24  Parker  horses 
and  4  Parker  chariots  (2  with  large  yellow  sunflowers  on  the  sides)  on  a  platform 
40'  in  diameter >  one  of  the  largegt  made  by  the  Charles  W.  Parker  Amusement  Company. 
The  paired  horses^  though  mostly  unrestored^  are  In  generally  #Kcellent  condition. 
When  the  carousel  is  in  operation^  they  are  mounted  on  flexible  metal  frames^  or 
rocking  mechanisms^  that  produce  a  ride  much  more  realistic  than  the  up-and-down 
motion  of  later  carousels  with  horses  mounted  on  poles.  There  Is  no  top  to  tha 
carousel^  as  it  was  dntended  to  be  set  up  under  a  tent. 

Alterations^  and  Other  Equipment 

The  platform  rests  on  wheels  running  on  a  track  on  the  ground*  Som^  of  the  wooden 
planks  mounted  on  the  frame  have  required  replacement!  otherwise  the  platfom  Is  In 
good  condition-  The  military  band  organ  designed  to  accompany  the  carousel  is  no 
longer  with  it. 

The  carousal  has  traditionally  been  powered  fay  a  Z^cyllnder^  2~horsepower  steam 
engine  ^  which  is  set  up  a  short  distance  away  and  connected  to  the  carousel  drive 
wheels  by  a  cable.  The  boiler  on  the  original  steam  engine  has  been  replaced  to 
accommodate  current  safety  regulations  so  that  the  carousel  can  again  be  operated 
by  the  steam  engine. 

A  new  building  to  house  the  carousel  is  under  construction  behind  the  Dickinson 
County  Hiseorical  Museum ^  just  east  of  the  Eisenhower  Library  and  Memorial  in 
Abilene.  The  3^600  square-'foot  carousel  building  will  be  octagonal^  with  portions 
of  five  of  the  walla  capable  of  being  raised  as  viewing  windows*  An  extension  of 
the  octagon  will  house  the  steam  engine  and  serve  as  a  workshop*  An  electric  motor 
will  power  the  carousel  in  its  day-to-day  operation^  but  the  steam  engine  will  be 
on  display  and  will  operate  the  carousel  on  special  occasions.^ 


Footnote 

^Bob  Guenthner^  "The  Abilene  Parker"  (Abilene^  Kansas!  Dickinson  County  Historical 
Society^  1984)^  unpaginated  leaflet^  provided  the  bulk  of  the  data  on  which  this 
descripclon  Is  based. 
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fP^^}l^^  1898-1901  Builder  ArehitMt    Charles       Parker  Amuftmeiv 

StalemenI  ef  Sigitifleanee  (In  one  paragrapli)  Cmpany 
Sumary 

Of  some  6i  carousels  built  by  the  Parker  Urn  la  Ablltat  bam«a  iW#  «p4  IflO.l 
tha  AbllMs  earousel  Is  ©n#  of  only  three  that  iurvlvs  ^ssaatlaUy  lpt»^t«  It  Is 
the  earllMt  of  tha  three,  dating  sometime  frpm  IMi  to  i96l#2  thif  twa  aad 
waaderlng  survivor  has  returned  to  the  eomunlty  la  whUh  It  vas  built  |  It  li  the 
only  tanglMe  evidence  of  the  company's  presence  ia  the  ^Itya 

Parker's  early  hand-carved  wooden  horses  have  been  d€8c|ribed  ap 


in  a  class  by 
muscles  carved 
sensitive I  their  manes 

back  under  the  ears ,  following  the  contours  of  the  haad • ^ 


themselves*     They  were  long   sinavy   craaturM   vith  lomg  Img 
in    interesting    shapes,     fhslt    heads    weri    thin,    l^ag,  aad 
rolled  back  la  gentle  "a"  eurvaa;,  ini  foVfloeHs  flowed 


History 

Charles  W.  Parker,  an  Abilene  native*  began  making  €aroufelj  la  Abilsaa  ia  liW, 
He  manufactured  many  other  amusements  aad  caralval  acctssoriea,  laslu^iag  maehaalcal 
shooting  galleries,  portable  electric  lighting  plants v  coaqessioas/  show  front a, 
hand-painted  banners,  tents ,  and  band  organs*  Parker  raployad  the  beat  akllled 
carvers  and  artists  for  the  carving  and  painting  of  his  merry-go^roimds.  Ht  brought 
craftsmen  from  Switzerland,  Germany,  and  Austria  to  hand-carvs  th#  hones  aad  Is 
generally  credited  with  Inventing  the  mechanism  that  mak^s  his  horses  tmmt  up  and 
down.    His    carousels    became   particularly   well   kaowa  la   the  Ittdvaat   aad  West* 

Parker  also  at  one  time  oimed  four  complete  carnivals*  In  addition,  hm  operated  aa 
amusement  center,  "The  Midway,"  or  "Parker's  Playhouse/'  in  Abileae.  (Neither  the 
carousel  factory  nor  "The  Midway**  is  extant.) 

He  continued  manufacturing  the  equipment  in  Ablleae  uatll  1910,  whan  hf  moved  his 
plant  to  Leavenworth,  Kansas.  In  Leavenworth*  he  began  lisiag  earviag  iiaehiiies  that 
gave  the  carousels  a  standardiased  mass-produced  appearand*  tjk^y  art,a^t»  for  Wat 
reason,  as  attractive  to  carousel  connoisseurs  as  his  earlier  mrkf'  f ha  Parker 
Company  quit  making  carousels   in  the  late   1930s,   after  CharUsV  death  in  1932** 

The  "Abilene"  Carousel 

A  mechanic  in  Lander,  Wyoming,  Jmes  Welsner,  purohased  this  aaroysel  from  one  of 
Parker's  traveling  carnivals  in  1928.  Thereafter  he  aaauslly  put  It  up  for  th# 
town's  4th  of  July  celebration.     He  sold  it  In  19S9*  shortly  btfora  his  death,  to 
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Tm  Knighei  of  UvmttQUf  Wyomliig,  who  operated  It  at  3  drlvs^ln  th€at#r  hm  omsd  In 
thm  Qommmltym  Fullowiz^  Knlsht's  daath,  his  wldow»  deslvlng  to  dispose  of  thm 
carousal  £0  a  party  who  would  kaap  It  intaot»  contaacsd  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
In  1975.  Tha  Smithsonian  In  turn  oontaeted  tha  Dloklnson  County  Historical  Soalaty 
in  Abilana. 

By  mid^l976  9  the  hlstorloal  soclaty  and  tha  assoalntad  Abllans  Carousal  Coimlttae  had 
raised  anough  monay  to  purehasa  tha  aarousal  from  Itamm  Knight «  The  carousel  was 
brought  back  to  ^llena  and  plaead  In  storaga.^  Tha  nead  for  funds  to  build  a 
sacura  shelter    and    to    rastora   tha    aarousal  has    caused   work   to   proaasd  slowly. 

Construotlon  at  last  began  on  the  shelter  building  in  June  1984.  Tha  soalety  'impacts 
to  aomplata  It  and  begin  operation  of  the  carousel  on  a  regular  basis  In  the  simmer 
of  1986. 


Footnotes 

^Arthur  HcClura,  "C.W.  Parker  1  I^nsas  ^usement  '^ngp"  Amusemant  Park  Journal,  5, 
3  (Fall  1983),  p.  26*  ~ 

^Based  on  review  of  data  in  National  Carousel  Assooiationy  National  Caroussl  Assoola- 
tion  Gensug  (Los  Angeles,  1983). 

SFraderick  Fried,  oitad  In  HoClura,  op.  oi^. ,  p.  25* 

^IteCluraj  0£*  cit * ,  pp.  20-27 1  and  Jaanna  Von  Essen ,  "teall  part  of  Abilene  Heritage 
reelaimed  In    Wyoming,"    Star^Trlbuna    [Caspar^    ^omlng] ,    MaTch    17,    1976^    p.  3* 

^Bob  Guanthner,  "The  Abilene  FarkCir"  (Abilene,  Kansas s  Dickinson  County  Historical 
Society,  1984),  unpaglnated  leaflet* 
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12,  Stat#  Historio  Preservation  Officer  Certlficatjoii 

The  evaluated  signlfleance  of  this  property  within  the  state  Is: 
 national   state  ioeal 


^^J^®  designated  State  HIitorle  Preservation  Of  fleer  for  the  National  Historie  Preservation  Act  of  1966  (Publle  Law  8i- 
665),  1  hereby  nominate  this  property  for  Inelgslon  In  the  National  Register  and  eertify  that  it  has  been  evafuated 
aeeording  to  the  eritek  la  and  prooedurei  set  forth  by  the  National  Parte  ServlGe. 

State  Historic  Preiervatlon  Offleer  signature 


title 


date 


For  NPS  Llia  only 

I  hereby  eertify  that  this  property  la  Ineluded  In  the  National  Register 


date 
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date 
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$#e  instruetions  Iri  How  to  Complmtm  Nstlon^l  R^gistmr  Forms 


Wm  NPS  UM  only 
received 
date  entered 


1  s  Name 


histdrlQ 


Flying  Horees  'Carousel 


and  or  eommon      Oak  Bluffs  Carcmsel 


2.  Location 


strtet  k  number     33  Oak  Bluffs  Avenue 


.  not  for  publleatfon 


city,  town 


Oak  Bluffs 


vioinity  of 


State 


Hassachusetta 


code 


county 


Dukes 


code 


3. 


ssification 


Catogory 

_  district 
bulldlng(s) 

 structure 

site 

— )l-  object 


Dwrnership 

 public 

^  private 
_  both 

Publio  Aoquisilion 

,  in  process 
^  ^  being  considefid 


Status 

^  occupied 

 unoccupied 

 work  In  progress 

&coessibl# 

— ^  ytsi  restricted 

yes:  unrestricted 
 no 


Prasant  Usa 

 agriculture 

commercial 
educational 
—  -  entertainment 

 .  governmant 

 .  Industrial 

 =  military 


4,  Qwner  of  Property 


 .  museum 

— ^  park 

private  residence 

rellgioiis 

 ^  scientific 

—  Iransportatlon 
JL_otheri  ^rearaation 
"fUciiuubyi) 


name 


Mr*  James  Ryan 


street  &  number     Ryan  Amusement  Company,  519  Yarmeuth  Road 


city,  town 


Hvannis 


.  vicinity  of 


state 


5. 


ation  of  Legal  peseription 


Massachu^etf-^ 


courthoust,  registry  Of  deeds,  etc.     Registry  of  Deeds  f  Dukes  County  Courthouse 


street  &  number 


Main  Street 


city,  town 


Edgar town 


state  Massaahusetts 


6.  Representation  in  Existing  Surveys  

Inventory  of~~the  Historic  Assets  ' 
title  of  the  Commonwealth  #9=33  has  this  pro^rty  been  determined  eligible?   _yes 


date  iL978 


federal   ^IL^  state    ==  county 


local 


depositdj7  for  survey  records     Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 


city,  town  Boston 
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state  Massachusetts 
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7e  Pescription 


eofiifftiiNi 

  sxeellent 


 ruins 

  yn«xpQ$#d 


unaltered 
atttr^ 


etiMli  mnm 
original  sitt 
^  moved  d 


date  ^ 


Ms^rite  th®  prdMnt  aiHl  oNgliuil  |lf  known}  pliysieal  s^aaran^a 

Stinmagy 


The  earousal^  whieh  measures  36  feat  in  diameter >  eonslsts  ©f  a  placfora  and  an 
©pan  canopy  whoss  14  spreaders  are  supported  hy  the  uprights  i^iah  seeura  thm 
horses  and  chariots.  The  earoijsel  supports  20  pranoing  horses  and  4  g^Viota* 
They  are  arranged  in  the  feUowinf  manneri  a  chariot,  2  pairs  of  horses,  a^rlot, 
3  pairs  of  horses,  a  ahariot,  2  pairs  of  horses,  a  chariot,  and  3  pairs  of  horses. 
In  all  oases,  the  outer  of  the  paired  horses  Is  larger.  In  addition  to  its  fine 
hand-carved  horses  and  chariots,  the  earousel  retains  rim,  spreader,  and  center 
panels  with  Intact  paintings  that  are  fine  eMaples  of  late  19th-century  folk  art* 


The  Flying  Horses  carousel  is  situated  In  the  business  district  of  Oak  Bluffs  at 
the  base  of  Circuit  Avenue,  the  Min  street  of  the  to%m,l  Its  shelter  building  ie 
plaeed  on  a  triangular  paroel,  along  irtth  two  other  buildings,  on  the  saall  block 
bounded  by  Oak  Bluffs  Avenue  on  the  north,  K^MmbrnQ  Avenue  on  the  southeast,  and 
Lake  Avenue  on  the  southwest.  This  vicinity  has  always  been  the  entertaiiMat 
center  of  town.  Late  19th-century  and  early  20th-century  photographs  show  the 
carousel  surrounded  by  a  skating  rink,  a  bowling  alley,  and  hotels. 


The  carousel's  shelter  is  a  simple  l-story  utilitarian  atruoture,  sheathe  with 
wood  shingles  painted  a  deep  red  ami  eneJ^ised  by  a  low  pitohed  gable  roof «  It© 
date  of  construction  and  early  history  are  unknown.  The  major  entrance  faees  north 
at  an  angle  to  the  northwest  and  northeast  elevations.  A  seoondary  entrMCe  is  in 
a  shed-roofed  porch  which  runs  the  full  length  of  the  southwest  elevation^  The 
major  alteration  to  the  building,  as  revealed  by  historic  photographs,  is  the 
enclosing  of  this  porch  about  1900,  and  the  addition  of  the  conerete  scepa  at  the 
main  entrance.  Although  the  shelter  building  does  not  fit  the  classle  aultl^lded 
carousel  shelter  design.  Its  continuity  of  use  Is  significant. 

In  addition  to  the  carousel,  the  carousel  shelter  building  houses  a  ticket  coimter 
and  several  pinball  machines. 

Additional  Dat4^  on  the  Carouse  1 


The  machinery  powering  the  carousel  consists  of  a  10-horsepower  telt-drlven  electric 
motor  in  the  baseMnt.  Although  originally  steaa-powered,  the  carousel  hu  been 
driven  by  electricity  since  around  1900.  Its  present  motor  Is  conneeted  to  gears 
i^leh  are  concealed  by  the  eight  center  panels.  Thm  maohlnery  i^lch  powers  the 
carousel  has  recently  been  overhauled.  The  owner  hopes  to  complete  restoration 
when  funds  are  available. 


Location 


Shelter 
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Thm  horses  and  chariots  have  cot  been  palnCed  for  several  years,  but  the  awaer 
hopes  to  restore  them  to  their  original  appearanee  after  paint  research «  The 
horses  have  large  oxide  eyes,  horsehair  tails,  and  painted  bridles  asd  saddle  pads# 
The  double-seated  chariots  resemble  birds ,  dragons ^  and  serpents. 

Host  of  the  panels  j  painted  mainly  with  equestrian  and  marine  scenes  "  which 
originally  concealed  the  gears,  spreaders ,  and  rims  =  survive  but  are  badly  in 
need  of  restoration  and  are  not  ^  jltu*  Loeal  scenes  by  Georgina  MeCarthy  are  in 
their  place «  ~ 


Footnote 

^Thls  description  is  an  edited  version  of  that  appearing  in  Candacs  Jenkins' 
nomination  of  the  Flying  Korses  carousel  to  the  National  Register  of  Historic 
Places  (1979). 
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8.  Siflnilieaneft 


Pmfio^  Ar«as  of  Si€iiifi€an€#— Oh«€k  and  justify  bolnw 

. .  prthiitoris  ircht^lagy^prehiitarie         community  plinning  Igndseapt  arehitteture  rillf^-on 

...  1 400-1 49i  ar€h«@logy^hlitorie  e§nMrvati@n  ,   iiw  ici^ricc 

i50O->lS9i        ,  agrlsyltur*  ...  #€fifloml€S  llteriture  souipturs 

1800-1  iff      .    ar€hit«€tuf«  tdueatlon  military  sqcIiI' 

1 700-1 7P9  art  engiriMring  ^     mutle  humanltarfan 

-JL  iSOO^lBii  cammorca  aiploratlon  sattlamant       phfloiophy  ^^.ihaatar 

1900^  .-.^  somniunicatlons  industry  ..  .  polities  govtrnmant  transportatlM' 

.  invantidn  ,  ^  othar  (ipaclfy) 

^  .  .^J.^  ._       _  .  .        .  .   .  __  Ragreation 

lp#cifle  dmdmm  1876-78'  Bulldar  Ar^iiilMl     Charles  w;t.  Dara  Co.  (carQueel) 


SlalMi#fit  mi  Slsaiflean^a  lin  oM  paraf  raph| 

The  "Flying  Horses'*  earousel  of  Oak  Bluffs^  MaasaehusettSj  and  the  "Flying  Horse" 
earouael  of  Watch  Hlll^  Rhode  Island^  are  almost  certainly  the  two  oldest  essentially 
extant  carousels  in  the  United  Statespl  Because  of  difficulties  attendant  on  dating 
carousels  of  that  vintage^  It  is  not  possible  t©  determine  absolutely  which  Is  the 
older.  Some  eKperta  give  the  nod  to  Watch  Hllla  Because  the  two  are  somewhat 
different  types ^  both  are  excellent  representatives  of  the  early  era  of  carousel 
manufacture  in  the  United  States*  Both  have  also  been  on-site  for  eKeeptlonally 
long  periodsa 

They  also  represent  the  only  surviving  examples  of  the  work  of  the  Charles  W.  F, 
Da  re  Company  of  New  York  Clty^^  one  of  the  major  carousel  manufacturers^  which  was 
in  business  from  1856  until  1901  making  hobbyhorses  and  other  amusement  devices*^ 
The  company  ceased  operations  at  Dare^s  death. 

History 

"Flying  Horses fc'*  at  Oak  Bluffs^  which  Is^  in  any  case^  the  oldest  operating  plat'- 
form  carousel  in  the  United  States  ^  has  been  in  the  comimity  since  1884*3  H:  was 
brought  to  Oak  Bluffs  (then  called  Cottage  City)^  a  well-established  late  19th- 
cantury  resort^  by  a  Mr.  F*0.  Gordon  of  New  York  City.  The  tradition  that  It  was 
first  operated  in  the  New  York  City  area  Is  suggested  by  the  Inscription  "Coney 
Island  #4"  on  the  back  side  of  one  of  the  decorative  panels*  In  1889  the  carousel 
was  purchased  by  the  town  and  moved  to  Its  present  site*  It  was  sold  in  1896  t©  a 
Mr.  Joseph  Turnell*  He  applied  the  "Flying  Horses"  name  to  it^  which  Is  something 
of  a  misnomer^  since  the  horses  have  always  been  stationary  (l.e.^  they  do  not  move 
up  and  down  as  do  the  horses  ©n  many  later  carousels). 

The  horses  and  chariots  which  fora  the  major  components  of  the  carousel  are  eKamples 
of  those  found  in  the  Charles  W.  F.  Dare  catalog  (1878)^  "Constructions  for  Sea-Side 
&  Sumer  Amusements^  Carousels^  Organ  Figures^  Fixtures  ^c."  Also  the  canvas  scene 
paintings  used  t©  c©vir  the  ©utslde  rim  and  inside  p©les  ©f  the  carousel  housing 
aiid  maL.hlne  covering^  as  well  as  painted  viera  on  the  spreader  boards^  are  very 
similar  t©  th©se  shown  In  the  Dare  catalog.  Carousel  expert  Frederick  Fried  believes 
the  artist  who  paintea  the  panels  and  canvases  may  have  made  the  catclog  woodcut 
engravings  from  these  paintings.^  Because  of  these  factors  *  the  carousel  can  be 
approximately  dated  to  1876'-78. 
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^This  claim  is  supporced  by  review  of  the  National  Caggueel  ABSQeiation  GenBUs  (Los 
itogelesi  1984}  and  Frederick  Fried,  "Flying  HorBes  of  Martha's  Vineyard  Offer 
Surprise,"  totlque  Monthly  (July  1974). 

^Supported  by  review  of  all  entries  in  the  National  Caroysel  Association  Censns ■ 


^Hlscorieal  data,  except  as  noted,  has  been  revised  from  Candace  Jenkins'  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places  nomination  form  for  the  carousel  (1979) • 

^Frederick  Fried,  "Flying  Horses  of  Martha's  Vineyard  Offer  Surprise,"  totique 
Monthly  (July  1974). 
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lf«ftel  teytidanr  dsseriptldn  anH  Jirsllfl^allen 

The  earousel's  shaltar  building  oaaupiea  Lot  #33  of  the  town  of  Oak  Bluffs. 

Lint  all  stataa  and  eeuiitlaft  for  propartias  ovarlapping  stata  or  oounty  boundarfai 

*Ul<^                                                   coda  gounty  code 


etata 

eoynty 

11.  FO 

irm  Prapa 

red  By 

nama/tltto      James  H.  Charleton,  Historian 


afganitation  Hietory  DivisiQn,  National  Park  gerviae      ^ate      nr^i-^>>^r  19R5_  

atratt ft  nambtr       IIQQ  L  street^  HVf    telephone  (202)   

cityaftawn  Washington  state        pc  20013=^7127 

12,  State  Historic  Preservatioii  Offficrer  Oertiffication 

Him  •yaluatad  algnlfioanea  of  thla  proptrty  within  the  atate  Is: 
 national  atate   ___  local 

Aa  tha  daaignatad  State  Hiatorlo  Praaeryatlon  Offlotr  for  the  National  Historlo  Preservation  Act  of  19i6  (Public  Law  8^ 
aai),  I  harel^y  nominate  this  property  for  Inclusion  in  the  National  Register  and  certify  that  It  has  b#en  evaluated 
aaoordlng  to  tha  criteria  and  procedyrea  set  forth  by  the  National  Park  Mivice. 

State  Hiatoric  Pfaaaryation  Officer  aignature 


tilla  date 

For  NM  uaa  only 

I  hefaby  ^ftHy  tiiat  thla  propafty  la  included  in  the  National  Register 


date 


KMper  ^  tha  Natigral  ^•gMar 

AtlNtt  date 
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Sm  instrustlQns  In  How  to  CQmplmtm  National  Rmglstmr  Forms 

Typ#  ili  tnirit%^Qmplete  applleable  seatibns    

1.  Name 


For       UI9  &n\f 

revived 
date  dfttered 


hiiterle 


Highland  Park  DentEel  Caroueel  &  Sheltar  Building 


■nd'er  eommen 


Same 


S.  Location 


ttrett  k  number      Highland  Park 


.  rnit  for  publl^ion 


elty,  town 

Haridian 

^  vicinity  of 

statt      Mississippi  oode 

28  county 

Laudardala 

^ode  75 

3,  Clai 

isifieation 

Oatagory 

OwnsFshigi 

Status 

Present  Use 

_  district 

public 

^  occupied 

 agriculture 

 museum 

byifdlngCs) 

 private 

 unoccu^?led 

.  commerelsi 

^  peril 

,  struetyre 

_^  beth 

^  woric  in  progress 

 educstional 

private  resldefm 

Public  AsquisitiQn 

Accessible 

_^  tntertairiment 

reilglous 

.JL  objeet 

 ^  In  proctis 

 yes^  restricted 

^  government 

scientific^ 

 ^  being  eonsldered 

yesi  unreitrlcted 

 Industrial 

transponatfon 

no 

 ^  military 

other: 

4,  Owner  of  Property 


name 


City  of  Maridian 


street  &  number  City  Hall,  Bex  1430 


city,  town 


Meridian 


.  violnlty  of 


state     Missieaippi  39301 


5e  Location  of  Legal  Description 


Office  of  the  Chansery  Clerk 
courthouset  registry  of  deeds,  etc.  ^    Laudardala  County  CQUrthouaa 


street  &  number 


500  -  2 let  Avenua 


city,  town 


Meridian 


gtate   Mississippi  39301 


Bm  Representation  in  Existing  Surveys 


title  Statewida  Survey  of  Historic  Sites 
date  August  2%,  1977 


has  this  property  been  determined  eligible? 


yea  no 


.  federal  state 


county 


local 


deposlteryforsurvey  records  Mississippi  De^rtfflenfc  of  Arehivftft  anfl  mmj-r^ry  _ 
^l'^y_v^^*^^  Jackson  ____         JOT    .  state     Mieeieeippi  3iJ05* 
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Oocitif««ian  ^oet 


numbftf 


Representation  in  Existing  Surveys   (cant- ) 


Title I     National  Register  of  Historie  Places   (Highland  Park) 
Data  I  1979 

Depositary  for  survey  records i  National  Refister  of  Historic  Places 
City,  Town:     Washington  State :     DC  20013-7127 
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7.  Pesaription 


'     «s€«ll«nt  d«t«fl©rated    ^  unaltered        ^ .  ef iflnal  site 

X  good  .  njins   -  altered  moved      date  ISGSu. 

^  fair  —  ufi#ipo^^ 


Pttscriiio  tM  pf«Mnt  and  erigfiiAl  fit  hiiiiwnl  physical  app«aran€« 

Summary 

One  of  the  primary  features  of  the  city  of  Meridian's  Highland  Park  Is  Its 
Dentzel  Carousel  and  shelter^  which  have  occupied  their  site  in  the  park  since 
the  park  opened  In  1909  at  the  end  of  a  city  streetcar  line.  The  Highland  Park 
Dentzel  carousel  is  a  stationary  (No*  102)  carousel  approximately  30'  In  dlMeter 
with  two  animals  abreast |  it  is  smaller  than  the  standard  2^abreasts  which  was 
42'  In  dlametei''* 

Its  shelter  Is  a  rare  surviving  carousel  building  from  a  Dentzel  blueprint ^1 
rectangular  In  shape  with  a  clerestory  over  the  carousel's  position  within  It. 

Carousel^ 


The  28  hand'-carved  anlmalsp  secured  by  brass  poles  to  the  wooden  platf  or^  include 
a  lion^  a  tiger ^  2  deer^  2  antelope ^  2  giraffes^  and  20  horses*  The  outer 
ring  displays  more  elaborate  carving.  Two  double^seated  chariots^  ornamented  by 
scrolls  and  flowers ^  bring  the  seating  capacity  of  the  carousel  to  36.2 
stations  are  of  brightly  painted  carved  wood  trlBmed  with  gold.  The  animals  have 
been  painted  over  the  years i  their  restoration  is  being  performed  in  stages  and 
they  are  other^se  In  good  condition* 

The  carousel  Is  further  ornamented  with  three  t^uers  of  "scenery"  containing  64 
original  oil  paintings*  Above  the  outer  ring  of  animals^  at  the  end  of  the 
16^spoke  rafters^  are  32  oil  paintings  on  wood*  Sixteen  are  large  views  of 
animals  ranging  from  chickens  to  buffalo ^  framed  in  a  long  cartouche  of  painted 
scrolls.  Between  these  and  over  each  animal  is  a  smaller  landscape  painting 
set  in  a  frame  of  glided  wood  scrolls*  Much  of  the  mechanical  equipment  and 
structural  members  are  concealed  by  two  Inner  tiers  of  paintings.  The  upper 
tier  features  15  genre  and  landscape  scenes  of  Europe  and  the  Middle  last 
painted  in  oil  on  canvas.  On  the  sixteenth  panel  Is  the  advertisement i  "G*  A* 
DENTZEL  BUILDER  of  the  LATEST  mPROVED  CARROUSEL  [sic]  3635^1  Germantown^  Pa." 
Both  paintings  and  advertisement  are  framed  in  wood  with  painted  scrolls*  One 
scene  in  the  upper  tier  has  been  repainted*  Below  are  16  canvases  ^ich  have 
been  painted  over  in  red^  white  ^  and  blue»  with  eagle  decals  applied  over  the 
alternating  white    canvases*      These    too    were    originally    small  landscapes. 

A  deck  of  wide  planks  forms  the  riding  platform^  which  Is  raised  12"  off  the 
floor  and  encircled  by  a  4"  metal  rim*  The  floor  is  suspended  by  Iron  rods 
from  a  large  circular  ring  which  in  turn  Is  supported  by  tension  rods  and  heavy 
10"  X  10"  wood  struts  from  the  central  post*  The  carousel  is  powered  by  a 
large  electric  motor  connected  by  a  canvas  belt  to  a  flywheel  and  horizontal 
drive  shaft  with  a  clutch  and  cam  gear*  A  vertical  steel  shaft  with  a  large 
wheel  gear  Is  connected  to  the  cam  gear*  The  clutch  and  a  spring^loaded  brake 
are  operated  manually^  using  levers*  All  of  the  machinery  dates  at  least  to 
the  early  20th  century*  The  original  carousel  pipe  organ  fell  Into  disrepair 
years  ago  and  was  supplanted  by  recorded  music  provided  by  a  modern  phonograph 
and  amplifiers* 
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Carousal  Housed 


tag* 


Th8  carouael  house  was  begun  in  1909  in  anticipation  of  the  arrival  of  the  city's 
newly  acquired  Dantzel  carousel.  Apparently  built  from  a  Dentzel  blueprint ^  It  Is 
a  rectangular  building  approximataly  70'  x  75'  with  22'  high  board-and-battan 
exterior  walls. 

The  axcerior  massing  is  distinctive  In  appearanca  with  a  low,  square,  main  block 
and  an  octagonal  central  section  with  a  steep  pyramidal  roof  with  claraatory  windows. 
The  clerestory  is  about  40'  In  diameter  and  lights  tha  interior  with  32  aix-llght 
stationary  sash  hung  horlaontally.  The  peaked  roof  of  the  clerestory  conforms  to 
the  octagon.  The  clerestory  is  carried  on  eight  woodon  columns  encased  in  prasaed 
tin  simulating  square  fluted  columns  raised  on  pedestals. 

At  the  center  of  the  east,  west,  and  south  alevatlons,  below  small  gable  extensions 
at  the  eaves,  are  large  entrances  with  double  doors  and  four-light  transoms.  The 
north  elevation  has  a  large  central  window  (now  covered  with  plywood)  with  an 
Idantlcal  gable.  Originally  tha  south  elevation  was  open  on  both  Bides  of  Its 
entrance,  lighted  either  by  glass  or  opan  lattice.  The  openings  have  been  closed 
and  a  relatively  new  window  unit  appears  to  the  west  of  the  doorway.  Similar 
window  units  symmetrically  flank  the  canter  doors  of  the  east  and  west  elevations 
ana  the  center  windiw  of  the  north  elevation.  A  shed  roof  has  been  applied  across 
Che  south  elevation  and  is  supported  by  slender  steal  columns. 

Inside,  the  original  mosaic  tile  floor  with  a  large  snowflake  pattern  In  green 
yellow  terra  cocca,  and  white  is  Intact.  A  high  paneled  wainscot  of  painted  oak 
encircles  the  large  Interior  space.  On  the  south  wall,  a  new  concession  stand  has 
been  built,  replacing  the  original  soda  fountsin.  In  view  of  tha  original  open 
design  of  the  south  wall,  it  is  probable  that  the  soda  fountain  was  intended  to 
serva  patrons  both  inside  and  outside.  The  carousel  house  has  recently  (1983-84) 
bean  restored,  using  a  combination  of  city  funds  and  a  small  National  Park  Service 
grant. 


Footnotes 


iThe  description   of   the    standard    2-abreast   and   the    carousel    building  appear  In 

Catalogue  of    Caroussels    and    Organs"    (Philadelphia i      G.A.    Dantael      c.  1885) 
unpaginated.  - 


2The  description  of   the   carousel   combines   tha  data   that   appears   in  the  Highland 
Park  National  Register  nomination  (1979),  prepared  by  Gregory  B.  Free  and  Susan  Perry 
%  u        Clcy  of  Meridian  Department  of  Parks  and  Recreation,  and  in  Mendol,  Maolck 
Cohen,  and    Waite,    ArchltBcts,    "Highland    Park    Comprehensive    Preservation  Plan" 
(Albany,  New  York:     1981),  unpaginated. 

3The  description  of  the  carousel  house  was  prepared  from  the  sources  listed  in  Note 
2.     Onslte  inspection  in  September  1985  revealed  the  extent  of  progress  on  rastora- 
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pattern) 


The  wooden  carouael  In  Highland  Park  In  Merldiai  which  may  be  as  early  as  1885^89^ 
alchough  it  is  more  likely  from  1892-99 ^  Is  probably  the  oldest  of  the  three  earliest 
Dentzel  menageria  carousels  that  are  virtually  Intact.  Its  closest  contemporaries » 
both  in  Indiana >  art  the  Children's  Museum  carousel  in  Indianapolis^  prob^^bly 
pre-1900^  which  has  been  finely  restored-^though  it  la  not  a  pure  Dentzel^and  that 
in  Logansport^  only  partially  restored^  which  is  generally  dated  between  1900  and 
1903^  although  it  may  predate  1900.  All  three  have  been  moved  ^  those  In  Indianapolis 
and  Logansport  relatively  recently!  the  Dentzel  In  Meridian  arrived  there  in  1909^ 
and  it  is  the  only  one  still  in  the  "shelter^"  or  carousel  house^  that  it  occupied 
historically.^  Tha  carousel  house  is  a  rare  survivor^  built  from  a  Dentzel  blue- 
print • 


Dentzel  Carousels 


Although  extant  carousels  by  other  manufacturers  included  In  this  study  are  of 
earlier  date^  these  three  earliest  Dentzels  are  fine  representatives  of  the  mature 
earousel  work  by  this  important  manufacturing  family.  The  Dentzels-  work  has  been 
praised  for  the  artistry  of  its  carving  and  described  as  "the  finest  built."  This 
characterization  especially  applies  to  their  work  up  to  1910.^ 

The  Dentzels  have  been  credited  ^th  giving  the  carousel  industry  In  America  its 
real  start.  Gustav  A,  Dentzel^  a  young  German  Imlgrant^  began  building  carousels 
in  Philadelphia  in  1867.  Farts  of  his  first  American  carousel^  it  appears^  were 
Imported  from  his  father^  who  manufactured  .  carousels  In  Kreuznach^  In  present 
Oermany.     The    fmlly    continued    in    the    business    in    Philadelphia    imtll  1929.3 

Of  an  unknown  total  number  of  carousels^  certainly  upward  of  a  hundred^  manufactured 
by  the  Dentzel  Company^  some  21  (including  the  3  mentioned  above)  still  exist. ^ 
The  integrity  of  several  of  the  survivors  has  been  marred  by  replacement  of  animals 
with  those  by  other  manufacturers,  (Two  Dentzels  [1905-15  and  1921]  at  Cedar  Pointy 
Ohlo^  are  described  in  a  separate  study  of  that  great  amusement  park|  the  Dentzel 
[19271  at  Kennywood  Park^  In  W.  Mifflin^  Pa.  ^  near  Pittsburgh^  is  similarly  treated.) 

Although  other  Dentzel   carousels  might   have  been  included  In  this   study^   it  has 
been  noted  that  the  company's  later  work  showed  the  effects  of  mass  manufacture 
Even  these  standardised  specimens  are  now  so  rare  that  thtiy  might  be  deemed  worthy 
©f  consideration.     A  large  percentage^  however^  of  all  remaining  Dentzel  carousels 
have  been  repeatedly  moved  or  greatly  modified. 


511 


792 


UnlMStelMi 

NatteMl  Pkik 


Inv^fitiiil^^^lM^  form 


KMinymtar 


In  addltid^.  t«  :it  Meridian  Denczal   ear^uflal  is   one  of  only  cwo 

esctant  a-^iiAiiial  abtaaii  dantiala*  It  is  also  one  of  the  few  In  the  United  States  that 
retaina  moit  of  its  dflgiaAl  "aaanary''  oil  paintings* 

Heridian*a  Mhtial  #as  a  M€Ond''haAd  maehine  sold  to  the  city  vhmn  it  was  establishing 
Highland  Park  in  Ifdf .  It  ma  installed  in  the  earousel  house  In  the  northern  part  of 
the  park  Qeat  tha  atraaEMr  atatidn  in  that  year,  and  has  been  a  feature  of  tha  park 
ever  ain^a*  the  park  began  aa  a  "^pleasuring  ground"  in  a  Victorian  mode,  and  evolved 
into  a  Mte  ftodarn  facility  leaturing  organised  and  active  sports  in  the  1930s.  The 
aaroysel,  hdlt|v@rp  ynlika  a  dumber  of  other  faellities  In  the  park,  has  remained  intact 
and  in  place 


Footnotis. " .  \  ,  ^' 

^ these  CO Aciittiitea  aM  b4ied.oft  a  eoapilatioh  of  data  that  appears  in  National  Carousel 
AaaoeiatiQ^fc  Batitoal: CatoyMl  Aagjoeiation  Census  (Los  Angeles,  California s  National 
Carouael  Aai^aiatioft^  lUteh  1983),  paaain,  imieh  were  rearranged  ehronologically  for 
this  atyd^  aM  i^pplaMfafcad  b^r  data  appearing  in  suecessive  issues  of  Herry-Go-Roundup  > 
a  perio;dical  of  the  Hational  Carbiasei  Aaeoeiation,  Sourees  for  data  on  the  bthar  two 
Qarouaela  appiar  in  the  individual  examinations  of  them  elsewhere  Iil  this  thrae  study, 

^Frederick  Friedi  *The  Dentael  Carousal,  k  Condensed  History,"  Herry-Go-RounduB  8,  2, 
p,  §  ~ 

3lbid«»  PP«  3*5. 

^National  Cirotidel  AaiOeia tion ,  op  ^  eit , 
^Frieda  op,  eit#a  p,  S» ,  ^ 

^Soyrdea  for  thii  data  ire  those  alted  in  Note  2  of  the  Deficrlptlon  section  of  this 
study# 
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Only  the  carousel  buildint  ^nd  the  carousel  within  it. 
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Washington  stite 

1 2.  State  Historie  Preservation  Off  leer  Oertif  ioation 

The  svslustsd  signlflsante  of  this  property  within  the  state  isi 


 nstionsi  stste   _  loeat^  ^  

As  the  designated  Stste  Historio  Preservstion  Officer  for  the  National  Historig  Priiervatlon  Aet  of  1966  (Public  Law 
i6i)»  i  hereby  nominate  this  property  for  inclusion  in  the  National  Register  ind  certify  that  It  has  been  f yaluated 
according  to  the  criteria  and  procedures  set  forth  hy  the  Nstionsi  Perk  Ssnflce, 


State  Historic  Prsservstlon  Officer  signsturs 

titia 

date 

For  Nra  use  on^ 

1  hereby  certify  that  this  probity  is  Inelu^^  In  the  Netional  Register 

date 
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United  States  D#paPtiii®nt  of  thm  Interior 
National  Park  Sanflee 

National  Raglstar  of  NIstorlo  Plaoes 
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Sketch  map  of  Highland  Park,  showing 
location  of  Carousel  Shaltar, 
(Mississippi  Department  of  Archives 
and  History,  1978) 
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SE5IQH  FOk  CAROUSSKL  ^L":LUiHG 


Managei^  and  archi tacts  who  are  engaged  upon  plans  of  new  pirka,  should 
investigate  the  merits  of  Caroussels,  and  they  will  be  convinced  of  the  necessity  of 
arranging  a  buildingp  or  part  of  a  building,  for  this  form  of  amusemeni. 

We  will  furnish  all  the  nece^iy  information  upon  application,  alio  blue  print 
for  a  buiiding  for  our  style  of  Carou^l,  if  deiired, 

A  page  fraa  tha  DfintMl  a«Mu«al  CeMoMgiaa'a 
deBlgn  for  «  earauMl  •heltar  itruetuM, 


MPS  Werm  lO-na 
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United  states  Department  of  the  Interior 
Nitienal  Park  Service 

National  Register  of  Historic  Places 
lnveiitory--^Nominatlon  Form 

Ste  instruetlons  In  How  to  OompMrn  NMonai  Regist&r  Forms 
Type  all  e^ntrjei— complete  applicable  seetlong 

1^  ^ 


histdrie     tonlteg^Hars^ell  Arousal 


Wot  NPS  um  only 
revived 
date  entered 


and  or  commen    f  Unden  (Pioneer  Villaqa)  aEOuaal 

2.  Location 

Street  &  number        Pionear  Village 

 not  for  publication 

city.  tQwn  Mijidan 

 vicinity  ©f 

state     N^ra^^  eecje 

31  county 

code  99 

3.  Classification 

Category  Ownttrship 

 district   .  pubiie 

bulldini(s)  private 

 ^  strueture  .   both 

-  -  site              Publis  AcquUillon 

3C  object   in  proc#^s 

being  considered 

Status 

_  occupied 

=.  unoccupied 

work  In  progress 
Aecesslbfe 

^  yes:  res'Mcted 
_  yes:  unrestricted 
_  no 

Pfeis^t  Us^ 
agriculture 
^  commercial 

  educational 

tntertalnment 
government 

.   industrial 

 military 

—  museum 
^  parN 

.  private  residence 

 ^  religloys 

-„  sclentlfle 

transpoftatlon 

other: 

Owner  of  Property 


Mr,  Harold  Wa^ 


street  li  number        1100  N*  Cicaro 


city,  town 


vicinity  of 


state  Illlj^is 


Location  of  Legal  Description 


coufthouse,  registry  of  deeds,  etc,  Kgamey  Cbmifcy  tomrUiousa 
street  4  number 


city,  town 


styte  N^ra^ 


6.  Representation  In  Existing  Surveys 


tlMe^ 
date 


None 


has  this  properly  been  determined  eljgib!#? 


yes 


ii>deral  itate  county 


local 


depository  for  survey  records 
city,  town 
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*  — ^ ruins  ^mHm94  omtm  August  1586  :(ta  Htwdewp  Nebfaska) 


eMeHto  yi#  pf«s«nt  snd  eriglMl  (if  known)  physical  ap^Wwf  ^ 


The  Araltage^Hei'sehell  oaroijs©!  is  on  the  aide       ^eiiftr  Vllltgt, 

Ittaien,  HebMsIm,  between  St.  Baul  Lutheran  ahypeh,  Way'  IspFtsa 
Station,  Fany  ^p*esi  Mm  and  Afrteultwe  Buildii^.    flif  ewai^tl 
oaeupies  appM^imately  1,809  equate  feet  of  Meneer  YiU«ft.    It  is  on 
a  ooneMte  base  eurretmd^  by  grass  with  a  0alerfs4©  gpi*uat  In^^ 
backgraund.    Thm  settli^  is  eeraplraented  by  a  swiii^  Mi  a  shfj^tw  with 
two  benehes,    A  t^ite  pieket  fenoe  with  fow^fo^t  Md^sts  ^^eiest  the 
esTOueel  and  the  steam  ermine.    Unlike  lainy  eiareusels,  tlij©  fwouitl 
predates  eleotrieri  lighting  «id  it  has  no  «tif total  llghttnf . 

Thm  Armitage-Hersehell  oaroueel  hm  a  fourteen^sl^ed  flopfd  wppt 
measuring  apprexiniately  thirty-seven  feet  tn  diMeter.    Jhe  rtf f  or 
oanopy  is  framed  by  two-  by  six-inoh  wood  fraat  raters  ofverel  by  w§ed 
and  masonite  panels  #    Ihe  panels  ate  topped  rtth  seveii  oov^St 'm^^ 
shingles*    In  addition,  the  roof  is  supj^rted/iy  fourteen  polW 

The  oarousel  is  operated  by  an  Armitage-Hs'^eeheli  ateu  ttigl^a .  ^  A  : 
105-foot  cable  steads  frcm  the  ettam  engine  arouai  tke  oirainfarMee 
of  th©  wrousel*    For  normal  operation,  the  stesE  wgtat  rH^^i??© 
oords  of  woi^  per  week.    The  iron  steam  engine  ts  W4ak,  appr^tBitely  - 
eight  feet  tall  and  is  supported  by  six  i^eele  asie  of  etttl4^  fWo 
wheels  are  red  ai^  forty-eight  inohes  in  diweter  i^th  tweaiy  epak^. 
TWO  wheels  are  blue  and  twenty*alne  and  one-hrif  tnahes  Ik  d 
%dth  fourteen  spokes.    The  rmaining  two  wheels >re  bliiak  a^  aaprtse 
the  drive  pulley.    They  are  eighteen  and  one-half  InohM  jji  dUmetfr 
engraved  with  "Armitage-Hersohell  fpMTOnda,  I^w  York," 

Thm  oarousel  platfonii  on  lAioh  the  aniaals  rest  is  thirty-i^two  fee'^  in 
dlaseter,  has  a01  green  wooden  planks,  and  ts  supported  by  fourieea  red 
beams.    Generating  f^om  ttie  oentiml  oarousel  post  we  fei^teaii  peats 
three  feet  in  height  with  three  fmmt  of  rope  4^  piiil  I  mi^ 

platform  rests  on  fourteen  steel  v^eels  whtoh  rotate  an  th#^^ 
ordinal  traok.  ;  :       ;    v  '^^Z-/' 

Husio  is  furnished  by  the  original  oallifpevi^lGh  pi^i^  % 

roller  ^th  small  metal  pegs  aM  a  three- f oot  oylliidert    Af  tha  . 
oarousel  revolves,  pins  move  thus  opening  levers  %At©h  til  iurii  apeh  the 
oalliope  valves,    TOe  oallio^  oan  play  ten  tim^,    A  time  eta^  • 
ohanged  by  manimlly  manipulating  a  rod  Into  one  of  tea  aotohta,  . 

^□le  oarousel  has  nineteen  Mtoals  and  two  ohariota*    MeW.  art  twelve 
small  horses,  five  Iwge  horses,  ane  reindeer  ^  ane  ft^fe^    Ail  of 
the  antaals  on  the  oarousel  are  hMd*oai^rt  i^a^l  horaas  va 

four  feet  long  and  three  feet  high.    They  are  two  abreaat  aii#  ofoupy 
the  same  beams  in  paii^.    The  large  horses.  AwitagO'Hfrsoh^^^ 
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MrMged  in  an  altdMatir^  pattem  on  th©  earoua©!,  are  ©ight  feet 
longf  thrae  aad  a  half  feet  h^h  with  doubl©  saddles,  aM  three  prengs 
on  aaoh  side.    Sia  wooden  ohariots ,  also  made  hy  J^itage-Heraohell , 
measure  fifty  Tby  thirby-foitt  Inohes, 

^o  of  twelve  eroaller  horses  ms  identioally  dasigned.    White  with  red 
saddles  9  these  horses  have  blaok  manes ,  tails ,  and  hoofs »    Qlie  saddle 
blankets  are  yellow  vdth  black  trim  aeeompanied  by  a  gmy  strap  with 
red  trin  whieh  fastens  beneath  the  etemaoh* 

fhe  second  ^ir  of  small  horses  is  gray  with  brom  saddles  i  black 
tails 9  manes f  and  hoofs i  and  silver  horseshoes,    Thm  horse  on  the  outer 
edge  of  the  oarousel  has  blaok  eyes  gmeed  ^th  pink,  white  teeth  and 
its  mouth  is  trimed  in  a  pastel  pink.     Its  saddle  bltoket  is  red, 
whitSy  and  blue*    5he  horse  on  the  inner  oarousel  edge  tas  a  blue 
saddle  blanket  trimmed  in  white  with  a  green  strap  fastening  underneath 
the  stomach #    Its  eyes  are  blaok  trimmed  in  mauve. 

Thm  third  pair  of  small  horses  is  very  different  in  colorir^,  Thm 
horse  on  the  outer  edge  of  the  oarousel  is  black  %dth  a  blaok  mane  and 
no  tail*.    It  has  a  mawe  saddle,  a  red  saddle  blanket  lined  in  yellow, 
and  a  red  harness  •    On  the  inner  platform  edge  is  a  light  brora  horse 
vdth  no  tail  and  a  blaok  mme.    It  has  a  blaok  saddle  lined  in  white,  a 
light  green  saddle  blanket  trimmed  in  ^ite,  md  a  matching  green 
harness*    Thm  horse  has  transparent  eyes  with  blaok  pupils*  Both 
horses  have  pink  nostrils,  open  mouths,  and  blaok  hoofs* 

Thm  fourth  pair  is  dark  brown  with  white  manes  md  tails,  open  mouths, 
dark  pink  saddles,  and  t^^s^rent  eyes  trimmed  in  light  pink*  Hhrn 
horse  positioned  on  the  outer  platform  edge  has  a  d^k  green  saddle 
blanket  trimmed  in  him  mnd  the  other  horse,  a  r^  saddle  blanket  trim- 
med in  yellow.    Thm  latter  also  has  a  red  harness  trlmed  in  yellow, 

^e  fifth  pair  of  small  horses  is  ^ite  %idth  gray  manes  and  tails* 
Both  have  dark  brown  saddles  laoe^  in  mauve ,  red  saddle  blankets ,  brown 
harnesses ,  and  their  breasts  are  partially  oovered  vcLth  yellow  sashes 
outlined  ,with  a  distlnot  brom,    Trans]^rent  eyes  compl^ent  each 
horse,  but  the  horse  on  the  outer  platfora  edge  has  eyes  outlined  in 
dark  brown  while  its  mate's  are  trlmm^l  in  mauve,    Thm  same  oolor 
arranganent  oomplemTOts  the  inner  ears  Md  nostrils  of  the  animals,  but 
the  horse  on  the  outer  platfom  edge  is  mwked  by  a  bright  yellow 
flower  on  its  right  hip* 
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Thm  sixth  and  final  pair  of  amall  horses  is  quit©  different  in  oolor- 
ing.     The  horse  on  the  outer  platfom  edge  is  white  with  thirteen  brown 
spots,    Ihe  man©  and  tail  are  blaok  and  white i  eyes  are  transparent  and 
trimmed  in  blaaki  nostrils  and  mouth  are  pinkf  and  its  teeth  are  white. 
It  has  a  broTO  harness  ^  a  gra^sh-blu©  saddle  blanket,  and  a  brom 
saddle  trimmed  in  white.     The  other  small  horse  is  dark  brovm  with 
eight  white  spots*  It  has  three  legs  with  the  left  front  leg  missing 
below  the  knee*     It  has  a  black  saddle  highlighted  in  red,  a  white 
saddle  blanket  trimmed  in  red ^  and  a  red  harness, 

ThB  first  of  five  large  Annitage-HersGhell  horses  is  white  with  a  gmy 
m^e  and  tail,  black  hoof  s ,  and  silver  painted  horseshoes*    Its  mouth 
is  trimmed  in  redp  highlighting  its  white  teeth,     TOie  reins  are  black 
leather  and  are  attached  at  the  mouth  to  a  blue  harness,    The  blaok 
double  saddle  features  a  yellow  saddle  blanket  outlined  in  blue. 

Designated  by  black  printing  on  the  saddle  blanket,  the  second  large 
horse  is  nmed  »'Iarry,"    It  is  grayish^mauve  with  a  green  double  saddle 
and  a  yellow  saddle  blMket  trimmed  with  green,    Larry  has  a  brown 
mane  and  tail  and  blaok  hoofs  with  silver  horseshoes.     Eyes  are  made  of 
a  hard  transparent  plastic  and  are  trimmed  in  brovm,    ©le  mouth  is 
closed  and  nostrils  are  pink. 

Another  horse  designated  by  similar  black  letterir^  is  "Katy,"  The 
third  laige  Armltage=Herschell  horse,  Katy  Is  gray  with  dark  gray  spots 
on  her  hindquarters.    She  has  a  black  mme  and  tail,  blaok  hoofs  with 
silver  horseshoes,  and  transparent  eyes  trl^M  with  blaok,  toty's 
double  saddle  is  black  with  a  green  saddle  blMket  trimmed  in  dark 
green.     Her  open  mouth  and  protruding  tongue  reveal  white  teeth 
shadowed  by  a  pink  interior  * 

A  blaok  stallion  is  the  fouT-th  Armitage-Herschell  large  horse.    It  has 
a  white  mane  and  tail,  whit^  horseshoes,  trmsparent  eyes  with  black 
pupils  highlighted  in  \^ite.    The  mouth  is  open  and  its  tongue  extended 
in  an  upright  position.     Its  double  saddle  is  bright  red  accented  in 
dark  blue  vdth  two  red  straps  trimmed  in  blue  fastening  mderneath  the 
stomach.     It  has  a  dark  red  harness  and  part  of  the  saddle  blanket 
covers  the  breast , 

The  fifth  a^d  laat  large  horse  has  sixteen  white  spots  on  various  parts 
of  its  body.  It  haa  a  blaok  tail  and  mMS,  transparent  eyes  with  black 
pupils,  and  its  tongue  protrudes  from  its  open  mouth.  The  mouth,  inner 
ears  and  nostrils  of  this  horse  are  red.    It  has  a  dark  brora  double 
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saddle  and  a  light  green  saddle  bl^kdt« 

Thm  first  of  two  ohariots  is  yellow  with  a  red  border*    It  has  blaok 
adGessories  on  the  main  portion  of  its  body  res^bling  artistio  eurves 
with  hooks  on  the  ez^s»     Thm  seoond  ohariot  is  identioal  to  its 
QOimterpart  in  shape  mnd  design  on  the  upper  portion  of  its  uprights « 
It  differs  in  eolor  emd  design  on  the  lower  portion  of  its  '^dy-  Th^u 
ohariot  is  red  tnoed  in  dark  green  vd.th  three  0-shaped  diaga^ms  with 
hooked  ends. 

A  glnf  f  e  ooQUpies  a  beam  with  a  reindeer  on  the  carousel ,    Yellow  with 
mauve  spots  ^  majie,  tail  and  hoofs »  the  giraffe  has  a  trans^rant  right 
eyd  and  the  left  eye  is  missing «    !^e  anim^  has  a  blaok  saddle  |  a  blue 
saddle  blanket  ornamented  vd.th  white,  and  a  blue  tassel  hanging  from 
the  right  aide  of  the  blanket*    Hie  reindeer  is  mauve  vd.th  a  blaok 
saddle  and  a  blue  saddle  blmket  trinimed  in  green  and  white*  The 
reindeer  has  authentio  antlers  that  are  blaok  and  its  eyes  are  earved 
holes  paintsl  white*    On  its  breast  is  a  blue  sash  with  white  designs 
shaped  like  asterisks  ** 


Some  teohnioal  Information  for  this  seotion  was  aeoured  through 
interviews  by  Historian  Pam  a^oot  with  the  following  Pioneer  Village 
personnel t    Vfej^e  Bergensten  and  Ittllard  toarson,  fttnden,  Nebraska, 
1ii  September  "^985* 
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prahSatorie    _^  archaology^prehlstoriE  — _  ^emmuni^  planning    .  landscapa  arehitectyra.       i^lif  ion 

 1^^1499  — _  ireh^lefy-hlatsrie       ^„  eanaervatJen  law   seSan^ 

 agriGulture   .a^anomios  _IH©iatur»   ^a^Iptyra 

^„1iOO-1iii    ^„  architeeturd  =^adUGatfan  ^^mllltafy  jwini/ 

^  —  srt   angin^ring  . —  muaie  humanitaiian 

^JL  ISOCMISid   ^  gemmarea  txplaratiar^iattlemant ,  philosophy   thaataf 

1 SOO-  oommunleatlens   ,  industtv  —  pellllGa/govammant  tanapof^Uon 

- —  Invantlen  othar  (apacify) 

 =—  — — —  ^_  _  —   recreatinn  fearotjsen 

Ipa^ffle  dataa     188Qi    Byildar/Arehltaet    Annf  tage-Herschell  Company 

Slalafiiant  at  Signlfflaatiaa  (In  ana  paragraph) 

Thm  Armltaga-Heraohell  carousel  in  Woneer  Village  la  alraoat  Gertalnly 
the  oldset  oarousel  by  that  raanufaaturer  a till  in  ^iatenae*     It  is 
also  signlflGant  as  one  of  the  oldest  and  few  remaining  steam-powered 
oarouaels  in  the  United  Stat^.     Jm  that  reapeat  and  in  other  vays  it 
repreaents  the  early  and  innovative  design  work  of  the  firm*  IHiis 
oarouael  is  also  one  of  the  few  that  still  has  many  (six  in  uaef  five 
in  atorage)  of  Its  original  hand-earved  wooden  animus. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  AmiTAgE^HER^qOHELL  CCMPANY 

!fte  first  earouaels  had  already  been  built  when  Allan  Hersohell 
inmiigrated  to  Tonawanda,  New  York^  from  Albreth,  Sootland,  in  1870*  In 
1872*  Hersohell  and  James  ArmitagBj  a  maohine  shop  foremM,  organised 
the  a?onawanda  Engine  and  Haohine  Company  whioh  began  operations  the 
following  year  raanufacturlr^  ateam  engines  md  boilers*    Suffering  two 
fires,  the  atruggling  fliro  reo3^aniied|  ohanging  its  name  to  the 
Armltage-Heraehell  Company  when  George  Heraohell,  Allan's  brother, 
Joined  the  partnership* 

Armit^e-Hersehell'a  flrat  steam- operated  oarouael  was  built  in  1883, 
after  which  It  went  on  tour  thro^h  New  York*    This  oarouael  was  sold 
to         [?]  Coons,  an  auotioneer,  at  Attlaa,  New  York*    Allan  Hersohell 
built  two  other  steam- operated  oarousela  in  188i|  a^d  1885,     The  fomer 
was  sold  to  Em  metrlok  of  Niagara  Fills,  New  York,  and  the  latter  to 
Christ  Krull  of  Martinaville ,  Louisiana,! 

!mie  Airaitage-HeraGhell  COTpany  was  innovative  in  its  design  teehnlques. 
It  improved  carousel  design  by  introduoing  a  diroular  traok  upon  whleh 
the  device  revolved,     Kie  eiroular  carousel  platform  rotated  by  means 
of  a  slender  cable  arowmd  the  outer  rim  >^ich  led  to  a  nea    y  steam 
engine*    To  inprove  the  oarousel  further  an  oa^an  was  plar      on  this 
same  revolving  platf  om  *    Belted  to  a  track  wheel,  the  or^  played 
music  while  the  carousel  was  in  motion.     The  use  of  the  tri   :  wheel 
also  serv©i  to  create  a  rooki^  motion  of  the  carousel  animaLy,  Sie 
finiahlng  touch  on  the  carousel  was  a  la^e  canvas  top  supports  by 
guide  ropes  covering  the  entire  struoture*2 

During  the  late  19th  century,  the  oarousel  became  popular  and  the 
induatry  thrive,    Ihe  Armits^e-Herschell  Company  aold  sixty  carousela 
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In  I89O1  by  I89I*  more  than  100  oarousels  were  mMufaotured  aiid  shipped 
to  dlfrtrent  parts  of  the  aomtry,    Boonafter,  Armitaf e-Hersehell 
OMOusels  were  prc^uoad  at  a  one- per  day  rate  and  eould  be  purahaeed  *^ 
for  a  little  leas  than  $2^000.3 

HISTORY  OF  THE  AmiTAM-HERSOHELL  OAROUSEL  IN  PIONEER  VmAGEi 

Harold  Warp  fouMed  Pioneer  Vill^e  in  1953  in  Hlnden,  Nebraska. 
Pioneer  Village  is  a  popular  ajBusemmt/historieri  park  v^ioh  Is  dedl- 
oated  to  the  Amerloan  spirit  of  invention.    Today,  the  privately-ovmed 
park  ia  twenty  aores  oomprised  of  twenty -^si%  buildings  housing  more 
than  30,000  hiBtorioal  items  from  I830  to  the  present*    The  «hibit 
items  3wige  from  small  Wtehen  utensils  to  looomotives  ftom  different 
eraa,^ 

Harold  Vfe^p's  search  for  a  oarousel  for  hie  business  venture  aotually 
btgan  in  1952  by  Olara  Warp  Jensen,  Harold  W^p's  sister,  and  her 
husband  Siarvold*    to  Jkreh  29,   1952,  the  Jensens  purohased  antique 
oarousel  fixtures  in  Chillieothe,  Missouri,    Two  small  horses  were 
orated  and  transported  by  train  to  Mnden,  Nebraska. 

The  quest  ended  in  Pontiae,  Illinois,  in  1955*    Ironierily,  Harold  Warp 
initially  sought  to  purGhaae  a  steam  aagine  from  oolleotor  Ifen  Zehr 
when  he  notitied  a  dismantled  oarousel  in  a  storage  shed. 5    Zehr  told 
Warp  that  it  was  a  stean-powered  Armltage-Hersohell  oarousel  built  in 
1879**    Thm  carousel  was  dismantled  and  stored  In  the  shed  in  1907,  wid 
had  r gained  there  untouohed  slnoe  that  time,    ^e  carousel  had  a  brom 
canvas  too£  with  one  long  pole  goli^  through  the  center,  several  wooden 
poles  to  hold  the  amlngs  in  place,  and  six  large  A^itage^Hersohell 
wooden  horses.^ 

Warp  wanted  the  vintage  AMltage-Hersohell  oarousel  to  provide  amuse- 
ment for  children  visiting  Pioneer  Village,  but  was  unable  to  purchase 
it  imtil  the  follovdng  yea^-.    On  August  27,  1956,  he  purchased  the 
1879(?)  oarousel  from  Dan  Zehr  for  t1325,         imediately  had  it  trms- 
ported  by  truck  to  Koneer  Vill^e.    He  subsequently  bought  seven  small 
horaea  for  $ii00  from  tea.  John  Redshaw  in  Greenville,  niinoia.^  ©le 
oarousel  horses  were  formerly  used  in  Chicago* s  White  City  Jtousement 
Park. 


The  1879  date  is  suspect  considering  the  first  Armitage-Herschell 
carousels  were  not  manufaotured  until  1881  and  I883. 


523 


808 


ERIC 


URR#d  States  S#partmanl  off  thm  Intmrlmr 
Nsttwial  Park  i#iviM 

National  Register  off  Historie  Places 
Inventory— -Nomination  Form 


AasinbliBg  the  mrausel  at  Henew  Village  m£tm  Its  haviiig  been  in 
storage  toT  a  half^eentupy  Mms  a  diffiGult  and  tlme^eatisi^isg  prooees. 
Looal  vorkers  wera  xs^amUtn  with  Itf  but  deteimined  te  preserve 
historia  fabrio  vhenever  possibles    Ihe  five^yea^  nnovation  pafojeot 
b€gan  on  tetobef  2i|f  1956f  %fhen  the  steM  ei^ine,  the  oaFOuael*8  only 
pove?  eowoet  ma  aotivateds         Janim^y  1957t  the  renovation  of  the 
^TOusel  platfom  began  wood  twm  the  lulsh  Lutheran  Ohuroh 

stMple^  in  Pioneer  Village  was  ueed  to  replaoa  miasisg  and  broken 
plan]ca»9    OA  June  30t  1958f  the  MSfousel  traek  ms  laid  out  on  the 
ground,    iight  days  latWf  worlraen  pouF^  aonoi'ete  under  the  platfom 
of  the  mrouael*8  eteaa  engine 

Carousel  mueio  ie  a  slgnlfioant  feature  of  the  Mr  1  lest  oarousele  since 
the  musio  was  made  by  a  oallio^s    noneer  Village's  oarQUeel  oalliope 
required  rastoration.    Utile  other  H,oneer  Village  personnel  were 
oaoupied  with  the  phyaioal  aapeota  of  the  Mroueel ,  enployee  Heaee 
Slaak  was  responsible  for  the  reed  oidliope  on  i^ioh  he  replaoed  the 
bellows p  olotht  and  tubing 

The  original  oanvM  roof,  deteriorate  beyond  usdy  %ia8  replaced  by  a 
wooden  ranopy  in  Septes ber  ISSS*    Dupentw  Dennis  Laomers  oonatruated 
the  mrousel  roof  i^ioh  was  thirty^sevm  feet  in  diameter «  Using 
shiplap  sheathing  and  roofing  felt  he  finished  the  projeot  with  asphalt 
shingles • 

Me  platfom  for  the  c^liope  \mM  built  by  Vb^e  Bergensten  ^tms 
qIbq  responsible  for  fitti^  the  oalliope  for  a  ^esE-O^Qlass  ooveri  the 
steam  engine  was  raflu^f  ajad  a  fenoe  md  gate  were  built  enoomi^sing 
the  mrousels         September  1959f  these  tasks  were  o€Q|^eteds  Before 
the  firat  attempt  to  opemte  the  Mrousel  in  1960f  iU.1  of  the  ^eels 
beneath  the  platform  were  replaoed  and  raw  beaidi^s  were  installed.  In 
Beptmber  19llf  the  original  Mrousel  oable  ma  replaoed, 

Harold  Vitop  oontlnued  to  purohase  aUitional  mrousel  horses  despite 
the  number  of  spare  horses  stored  in  the  livery  stable  at  Pioneer 
Village.    !Ehe  niaaber  of  operating  mrousels  ma  slowly  dtoinishing  ud 
wooden  oarousel  animal s  were  rare.    Vtefp  boiight  six  animus t  a  deer, 
goaty  giraffe  fMbrat  seahorse  §  and  oamel  fwm  Re       Hawley  in 
Iji^keviewy  Klohiganp  for  $1000  in  late  Beptmber  19£l<    Vbrp  disoovered 
these  partiot^ar  aniffli^.8  were  8€me  of  the  original  anto^s  whioh 
belonged  to  his  mrousel«^3    fodayi  the  only  oarousel  uiim^s  original  ^ 
to  this  oarousel  still  in  use  ue  the  five  lazge  Amlt^e-Hersahell 
horses  wd  the  giraffe »    Ihe  other  uim^s  we  in  a  nearby  storage 
building  and  will  be  used  as  replaoioents . 
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in  Deoemfeer  1961*  fer©ld  Vferp  bought  a  wooden  carousel  antelope  and  a 
tiger  frcra       Q,  Hawleyp  and  inoluded  than  In  his  eelleQtlon  in  * 
stor^e.    At  the  same  tirae,  Woneer  Village  personnel  built  a  fence 
around  the  caroueel  e^ine,     IRiis  Axroitsge-Hersshell  earousel  hag  not 
undergone  any  slgnifieant  ehanges  since  its  purchase  in  1956*  It 
remains  3ji  the  same  leoation  in  the  park,  original  steain  engine 

ia  intact,  hut  a  new  holler  ymm  install^  by  an  Qnaha  comply.    All  of 
the  carousel  horses  were  repainted  in  1981-     ^e  carousel  compile  is  in 
good  condition  and  has  a  high  degree  of  integrity* 

Today t  the  Arrait«ge=HerscheJl  earousel  in  Pioneer  Vill^e  operates 
seven  days  per  week  from  early  spring  imtil  labor  ^y.     It  ie  billed  as 
''Ameriaa».s  Oldest  Merry-Qo-Roui^        A  earousel  ride  eosts  a  nickel  nnd 
lasts  frofli  three  to  four  minutes.    Approximately  1,000  people  of  all 
^es  ride  the  carousel  each  week,     During  the  winter  months,  the 
carousel  is  enclosed  by  wood  ^nels  and  closed  to  the  public.  After 
the  smokestack  is  removed  for  storage,  the  steam  ei^ine  is  wrapped  in  a 
Flex-O^lasa  plastic  cover, 


1,  Prederiek  S^iedj  A  Pictorial  History  of  the  Carousel  (New  Yorki  A. 
B,  larnes  and  Compamy,  196^),  52,  62,  70,  ~  " 

2-  Harold  V%rp,  ^e  History  of  Man's  ft-ogrees  (mnden,  Kebraskai  The 
Harold  Warp  Pioneer  Vlilage),  ^05. 

3.    Al  Griffin,  Step  Right        Folks!  (Chicago i    Henry  Regnery  Company, 


4p  Harold  Vferp,  Over  the  Hill  and  ^st  Our  Place  (Hindeni  The  fkrold 
Warp  Pioneer  Vill^e,  1959),  7ii, 

5*     Harold  Warp^  tele^one  conversation  with  Mm  Snoot,  fi  September 
1985, 

6,  Wayne  Bergensten,  interview  with  Pam  anoot,  Minden,  Nebraska,  Mi 
September  1985* 

7,  Harold  Warp,  Clara' 8_ Letters  (Minden i    ^e  Harold  Vferp  Pioneer 
Village,  1978),  197. 
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8*    Harold  terpp  t©l©phDn©  cenversatlea  with  Ram  ^eoti  6  eeptenibep 

9m    Dennis  laniraers,  tmlmphonm  gonveraation  with  fern  Smeoti  Hind  en, 
Nebraska,  11|  September  1985« 

10*  .  Vayne  Btrgenstenj  interview  with  Rao  ^oot,  Hlnden,  Nebraska  j  1^ 
Septefflber  1985.  ^ 

11*    Varp»  Clara'g  letterg,  253* 

12,    Sennis  lamiaaTSt  telephone  eonvereatien  with  Bam  ^e©t,  1^ 
Saptember  1985*  \ 

13*    Varp,  01  ar a '  a  let tgrg ,  3^8, 

II,    D^iiis  lammerdp  telephane  aonveraatlon  with  Pam  ^oot,  1^ 
Saptaaber  1985, 
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.AiMMg^HSiaiill  fi^tei^ai  ^di^ie^  an  atea  a^TOmtataly  1^809  ^um©  feet 
and  is  on  the  east  lide  of  Wim&m  Village^  M^^Bn^  l^e^mmkA, 
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As  tha  designated  State  Historic  Preitrvation  Off  leer  for  the  National  Historic  Rreiervatlon  Act  of  196S  {Public  Law  69- 
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1.  Name 


Hm  uM  only 
revived 


historic 


Playland  Mosentat'  Park 


snd  or  eommon 


smne 


2.  Location 


stf#tt  &  numbtr  Playlmd  Parlc^ay  md  Forest  Avemie 


not  f er  pu&licatlon 


city,  town 

-  -  vicinity  of 

state      New  York  eode 

036  county 

Westchester 

code  119 

3b  dassification 

GatAgory  d«^n#rship 

district  y  public 
Jt^  bullding(s)  _  private 
 strueture   both 

sitt             Public  Aoquisitlon 

X    object         ^_  in  prooess 

 being  considered 

Status 

-^C-  occupied 

 unoccupied 

-  -  work  in  progress 
Accessible 
^  -  yes^  restricted 
yes:  ynrestrlcted 
 no 

Pr«aant  Um 

 agriculture 

 comm#rclat 

educational 
entertainment 
^-■^  government 

-  -  industrial 

-  -  military 

--  -  museum 

^park  Cidldlife  sane- 
private  residefice  tuarvrl 

-_rellglotis  - 

_  scientific 

ti^nspdnatlon 
Qthmft  recreation 

4.  Owner  of  Property 

name     County  of  Wastchestar 

street  4  number          148  ^fartine  Avenue 

eityi  town               l^ita  Plains 

-   vicinity  of 

state 

Nev/  York 

5.  Location  of  Legal  Description 


OQUfthouse,  registry  of  deeds,  etc.  Westchester  Coimtv  Dfflartoient  of  Land  Records 
street  &  number        148  ^&^ttoe  Avenue 


cltVi  town 


^ite  Plains 


state     Nw  York 


6.  Representation  In  Existing  Surveys 


titte   Historic  Resources  Survey 


has  this  propeiiy  been  determined  eligible?    =_  yes    X  no 


federal  £^  state    --  -  county   ^„  local 


date  Sinraner  1979 

Division  o£  Historic  ft^eservmtionj  New  York  State  DepartinOTt  of  Parks 
depositary  for  survey  records  ^^id  P^-reation    


city,  town  Albany 
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Title r   National  Register  of  Historic  Places 
Date:    1979  State 

Depository  for  si^e^  records i  National  Register  of  Hiitoric  Places,  IIQO  L  Street^  NH 
City,  TOMi:    Wasliington  State:    DC  20013*7127 
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7. 


deterfdraM  unaftered 
ruins  =X^  aittrtd 

UMXpoaad 


ehMk  one 
X.  original  •it* 


 ^falr 


.  movsd 


date 


DeMrib#  tti#  pfdMnl  aiHl  original  Iff  knownl  phf  sisal  appoarane* 


Playland  tousemenC  Park  Is  a  ZSO-aere  eounty^omed  property  on  Long  Island  Sound  In 
the  city  of  Rya«  The  Park  eontalns  archltecCurally  significant  buildings,  many 
amusement  rides  and  conoasslsnSj  mn  entranee  plaza  with  a  fountain^  a  cantral 
landscaped  mallp  a  freshwater  summing  pool,  and  two  beaches  totalling  7^900'  of 
stereline,  a  man^^made  SO^acre  lake,  and  122  acres  of  undeveloped  bird  and  wildlife 
habitat* 

Opened  to  the  public  In  1928 »  Playland,  the  first  totally  planned  amusement  park  In 
the  nation  i  was  the  result  of  the  combined  efforts  of  the  Vest  Chester  County  Park 
Commission  and  Its  staffs  and  the  architectural  team  of  A«  Stewart  Walker  and  Leon 
Gillette.  The  Park-s  basic  plan»  its  principal  buildings  ~  most  of  %4iich  were 
designed  in  a  distinctive  Art  Deco  style,  and  some  of  its  original  rides  remain 
Intact*  (Because  of  the  significance  of  the  Park's  plan,  It  Is  discussed  In  that 
section  of  this  nOTination«)  Hew  rides.  Including  two  major  steel  roller  coasters | 
have  been  added  recently* 

The  following  descriptions  of  Playland's  eKtant  features^  all  of  which,  except  as 
noted,  date  from  ISZT-^ZS,  correspond  numerically  to  the  building  Index  on  the  nomlna^^ 
tion's  general  plot  plan* 

Bath  House,  Pool,  and  Boardwalk  (I) 

The  Spanish  Revival  Bath  House  complex,  completed  In  1928,  with  the  exception  of 
the  pool,  which  was  constructed  the  folloi^ng  year,  was  designed  by  Walker  and 
Gillette.  It  is  the  only  principal  building  not  In  the  Art  Deco  mode.  Although 
the  Bath  House  Is  of  the  Spanish  Revival,  or  Mediterranean,  style.  In  massing  and 
detail.  It  Is  related  to  the  Park's  Art  Deco  buildings  by  similarity  of  construction 
materials  and  color  scheme « 

The  configuration  of  the  Bath  House  complex  and  boardwalk  Is  that  of  a  sickle  blade » 
corresponding  to  the  shape  of  the  beach  before  It.  ^e  main  stuccoed  structure » 
facing  Long  Island  Sound  and  the  Park's  swltmlng  beach  on  the  east,  consists  of  a 
central  section^  2  stories  high  and  3  bays  id>de|  flanked  by  t^n  towers  to  i^lch 
are  attached  wings  extending  to  the  west. 

The  central  section  of  the  lath  Rouse  has  three  arched  portals  providing  entrances 
to  the  north  and  south  bath  houses |  stairs  ascend  on  both  sides  of  the  portals  to 
the  pool  level  i^ere  the  arch  motif  Is  repeated  In  flailing  arcades.  The  pool 
level  originally  contained  a  restaurant »  now  closed.  Semicircular  open  sections 
beneath  the  stairs  are  filled  with  decorative  iron  grlllwork.  Rectangular  windows 
capped  with  triangular  niches  appear  on  the  tower  facades  and  on  the  main  (east) 
facades  of  the  wings.  Above  a  bracketed  cornice  on  each  tower  Is  a  copper  roof 
with  a  6^sided  cupola  supporting  a  wrought^lron  seahorse  weather  vane.  Mcoratlve 
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ironwork  ai.o  appearB  on  the  tower  balconle..  On  the  south  and  northaasc.  «t  the 
boardwalk  level,  nre  connecting  l-scory  atuccoed  gallerleo  houalni  ■hopB  and  con- 
ceaslonai  these  ■eetlons  have  low  wooden  balu.trade.  above  tiled  ovBrhanglna  eaves 
supported  by  large-scale  carved  brackets,  and  ternlnatlng  pavilions  wllS  cSSSnades! 

'L*  boardwalk  In  front  of  the  Bath  Hou.e  extends  past  the  Bus 
Terminal  area,  the  Administration  Building,  Entrance  PlaM.  and  Casino.  It  leads 
CO  the  dock,  now  decayed,  where  steamship,  from  New  York  City  tled-up  during  the 
Park's  early  decades.  Rock  Jetties,  constructed  to  prevent  .^e  sand  Irom  washing 
away,  run  out  into  the  Sound  perpendicular  to  the  boardwalV 

CaBlno  (2) 

The  Casino,  facing  the  Entrance  Plaza  on  the  east,  was  part  of  Walker  and  Gillette's 
original  Park  plan,  although  It  was  not  constructed  until  1929-30.  Tw>  stories 
high,  eight  bays  wlde^,  and  nine  bays  deep,  the  stucco  structure  is  the  largest  of 
the  Park's  principal  buildings  in  the  Art  Deco  Btyle.  8  or 

Entrance  1.  provided  by  double  glass  doors  In  each  of  the  three  main  (west)  facade 
bays.    A  flat  copper  canopy  extends  the  width  of  the  entrance  bays  at  door-height 
leveli  above  the  canopy  in  each  bay  Is  a  round-arched  multl-paned  window  to  the 
roof  line.    The  wlodows  are  flanked  by  triangular  pllastersi  the  pilaster  capitals 
are  formed  by  alternating  cream  and  beige  band,  of  zig-zag  trim.    The  central  arch 
ha.  a  keystone    similar  in  It.  triangular  configuration  to  the  pilasters,  supporting 
a  flagstaff.     Behind  the  main  facade   can  be  seen  the  domed  root  of  the  Casino'! 
main  skating  arena.    Decoration  on  this  facade  consists  of  the  copper  roofs  topped 
«lth  octagonal  lanterns  on  the  projecting  pavilion  bay.i  decorative  Iron  grillwork 
In  the  set-back  bays  connecting  the  central  section  to  the  pavilions |  Classically 
Inspired  cornice  trim  on  all  bays  except  the  central  three;  and  the  cream  beige 
and  sea-green  color  scheme.    Oplight.  on  high  pedestals,  situated  at  the  corners  of 
the  pavilions,    illnmlnste    the   principal    facade   at    night.     Fenestration    on  all 
facadea  consists  generally  of  rectangular  window,  with  black  metal  sash,  the  three 
(eM^riacad"  facade,  and  a  large  double  utility  entrance  on  the  rear 

'^''^^  originally  provided  space  for  bowling,  dining,  dancing,  and  games 
concession^,  as  well  as  Ice  and  roller  skating,  underwent  a  major  interior  renova- 
tion in  1973.  It  now  contains  two  additional  skating  areas,  a  snack  bar,  and 
Improved  locker  and  skate  shop  facilities.  The  exterior  remains  unchanged'  Art 
Deco  decorative  elements  in  the  lobby  area.  Including  the  original  chandeliers, 
have  also  been  retained.  Also  unchanged  la  the  notable  lamella  framing  of  thi 
f*aSl  diamond-shaped  window,  of  colored  glas.  set  into  the  roof 
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Dragon  Dell  (3) 

This  is  an  anelosedy  flat^roofed  stucco  restauranC«  It  faees  the  Entrance  Flaia 
and  forms  the  Plaza's  northeast  corner.  The  1-story  5-bay  structure  has  double 
windows  with  aluminum  sash  and  a  metal—framed  glass  double  entrance  door.  The 
restaurant  is  situated  between  two  pavilions i  the  Intrance  Favlllon  on  the  south 
connects  the  Dell  to  the  Casino  building  and  the  first  Colonnade  Favlllon  on  the 
north  connects  the  restaurant  to  the  Mall*  The  original  curved  Colonnade  section^ 
from  which  the  Dragon  Dell  projects ^  retains  Its  drop  cornice i  hand^palnted  murals, 
and  wooden  balustrade* 

Buf  f  et_Cpl^o_nna_4a_  (4) 

This  structure  forms  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Intrance  Flaza.  Two  cream-colored 
stucco  pavilions,  one  bay  to  each  of  the  three  eKposed  sides,  flank  the  central 
section*  The  pavilion  to  the  south  Is  of  the  Entrance  Plaza  typei  It  Is  enclosed, 
with  a  domed  copper  roof ^  compound  Inset  bays,  and  Classically  Inspired  cornice 
decoration*  The  other  pavilion  forms  the  Plaza  terminus  of  the  west  Mall  Colonnade « 
It  has  a  flat  roof.  Is  open  on  three  sides,  and  has  simple  rectangular  bays.  Food 
at  the  restaurant  is  ordered  and  served  buffet^style  inside |  dining  tables  are  set 
up  outside  under  a  flat  plexiglass  canopy  which  has  replaced  the  original  canvas 
awning.  Decorative  details  on  the  central  section  consist  of  the  original  hand- 
painted  murals,  visible  on  the  frieze  above  the  canopy* 

GQlonnades  (5) 

These  originally  framed  the  entire  central  Mall  and  the  western  section  of  the 
cross^axis  and  extended  across  the  front  of  the  Boat  House-  The  Colonnades  were 
built  of  frame,  with  octagonal  columns  at  12^foot  intervals.  Drop  panel  cornices 
contained  friezes  with  hand^palnted  murals |  the  cornice  sections  were  topped  with 
curved  balustrade  sections  between  low  posts  supporting  Classical  f rosted^glasa 
lighting  fixtures*  The  friezes  were  designed  and  painted  by  a  group  of  women  artists 
under  the  supervision  of  Grace  King  Hutchlns*  The  artwork  used  on  the  panels 
reflected  the  types  of  amusement  behind  and  Included  figures  from  children's  rhymes, 
TOunted  cowboys,  dancers  from  around  the  world,  dragons,  and  waterfowl. 

The  primary  color,  for  nighttime  visibility,  is  white;  but  coluim  capitals,  mural 
frames,  and  balustrade  posts  and  railings  are  occasionally  emphasized  with  con- 
trasting trim.  The  Colonnade  pavilions,  more  severe  than  those  In  the  Entrance 
Plaza,  are  square  In  section,  with  flat  roofs,  and  were  designed  to  be  open  on  all 
sides,  Stepped^back  corners  at  the  roof  line  provide  platforms  for  light  fixtures 
identical  to  those  topping  the  Colonnades, 
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Tha  central  Colonnades  were  heavily  damaged  by  fire  In  the  late  IPeOsT  sections 
north  of  the  cross-axis  are  no  longer  standing,  and  those  south  of  the  cross-axis 
have  been  altered  by  the  removal  of  alternate  columns  and  the  replacement  of  the 
original  frame  cornices  with  steel  and  plexiglasa  superstructures*  Two  of  the 
central  Pavilions  have  been  enclosed  to  provide  space  for  food  concessions*  Sections 
of  the  original  Colonnade  remain  intact  on  the  Boat  House  and  in  the  western  section 
of  the  cross—axis - 

Games  and  ConcesBions  Buildings  (6) 

These  ten  frame  peraanent  structures  were  designed  to  house  games  of  skill  and 
chance^  and  food  and  souvenir  concessions.  They  are  related  to  the  Art  Deco  theme 
of  the  Colonnades  and  the  stucco  buildings  through  the  use  of  similar  decorative 
motifs  I  a  variety  of  colors  have  been  used  to  trim  the  primarily  white  buildings 
and  emphasize  the  Park's  lighthearted  "spirit  of  play." 

Carousel  (7) 

The  Carousel,  one  of  the  Park's  original  rides,  is  housed  in  an  open  octagonal 
building  with  a  green-shingled  roof  crowned  by  an  enclosed  cupola.  The  roof  has 
lamella  framing  and  a  paneled  cornices  and  is  supported  by  octagonal  columns.  The 
roofed-over  area  surrounding  the  carousel  is  partially  enclosed  by  a  picket  fence. 
Decorative  trim  is  painted  blue  and  orange.  The  horses  were  hand  carved  by  Charles 
Carmel  of  Brooklyn.  The  Carousel* a  mechanism  was  designed  by  Mangels  and  the  organ 
is  a  rare  Gavlolij  with  three  movin_g  figures.  The  organ,  originally  powered  by 
steams  has  been  converted  and  now  utilizes  Wurlltier  rolls.  Carmel 'a  distinctive 
66  horses,  generally  set  4  abreast,  and  3  cha^ ^ots  run  counterclockwise  around  the 
organ. 

Music  Tower  (8) 

The  110-foot-high  Music  Tower  terminates  the  central  Mall  at  the  Park's  north  end. 
Of  cream-colored  stucco,  the  monolithic  structure  incorporates  and  repeats  many  of 
the  characteristic  Art  Deco  motifs  and  details  found  elsewhere  in  the  Park.  The 
Tower  is  stepped  back  on  all  four  facades  and  is  horizontally  divided  Into  three 
stages s  or  sections. 

The  lower  stage  contains  pilasters  with  fluted  capitals  at  each  corner,  and,  on 
each  facade,  metal  uplights  on  high  pedestals.  At  this  stage  on  the  main  (east) 
facade  are  two  openings  covered  with  decorative  grlllwork  similar  In  configuration, 
though  not  in  scale,  to  that  on  the  facade  of  the  Casino.  .These  openings  were 
originally  functional:  the  lower  one  was  part  of  the  staging  area  for  the  band 
shell,  no  longer  in  existence,  which  was  directly  in  front  of  the  Tower |  the  upper 
opening  provided   a   platform    for    live    keyboard    (piano    and    organ)  performances. 
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The  middle £  or  seeond,  sCage  la  dlatlngulshad  by  compQund  scepped-baak  InseCs 
eontalnlng  a  flagscaff  on  Cha  main  facade  and  openings  for  the  sound  system  speakara 
on  all  faeades#  The  chlrd  scage  concalns  an  oetagonal  lantern  on  eaeh  corner ,  and, 
on  a   high    amntvml    basep    a    large    oct agonal    bronie,    copper,    and   glass  lantern- 

The  Tower  was  designed  to  contain  the  mechanical  equipment  for  the  Park's  Innovatlye 
synchronised  sound  system,  no  longer  In  operation-  Directly  behind  the  Music  Tower 
are  stucco  gate  posts i  repeating  the  Tower's  stepped^back  configuration  on  a  much 
reduced  scale.  Folding  metal  gates  betmen  these  posts  at  either  end  of  the  Hall 
allow  the  space  to  be  secured  when  the  Park  Is  closed « 


Boat  House  (9) 


On  the  southern  edge  of  Playland  Lake^  the  Boat  House  Is  comprised  of  two  stucco 
pavilions  of  the  Entrance  Plaia  type  (although  the  dome^shaped  copper  roofs  have 
been  replaced  with  shingles),  flankli^  a  42^foot^long  colonnade.  The  colonnade 
retains  its  original  columns,  cornice,  murals,  balustrades,  and  lanterns •  Several 
more  contemporary  and  utilitarian  lighting  fixtures  have  been  added  to  the  colonnade 
since  the  Boat  House  was  constructed |  a  small  l^room  frame  administrative  structure 
has  also  been  added  on  the  roof  of  the  colonnade  near  the  eastern  pavilion.  Beyond 
the  Boat  House  on  the  lake  shore  are  concessions  for  rowboats,  paddle  boats ^  and  an 
excursion  boat. 


The  Whip  (10) 

One  of  the  Park's  original  rides,  the  Whip  Is  housed  in  an  elliptical  structure. 
The  wood  frame  building  has  a  lamella  roof  supported  by  octagonal  columns  and  Is 
partially  enclosed  at  the  boardwalk  level  by  a  picket  fence.  In  keiiplng  with  the 
decorative  treatment  of  other  permanent  frme  structures ^  details  on  the  Whip's 
building  relate  It  to  the  Park's  Art  Deco  themei  the  color  scheme  la  white  with 
bright  trim-  The  machinery  of  the  Whip  was  designed  and  manufactured  by  the  Mangels 
Company • 


Dragon  Coaster  (11) 

This  roller  coaster  was  constructed  In  the  1928-29  season  under  the  direction  of 
the  Park's  first  superintendent,  Frank  Darling.  A  fine  and  well^alntalned  example 
of  the  prototypical  amusement  park  "Scenic  Railway"  ride,  the  coaster's  cars  are 
pulled  upward  by  a  mechanical  cable  grip  and  then  releajed  at  the  tops  of  the  hills 
to  roll  dom.  The  coaster  is  82'  high  and  3,400'  long.  Playland' s  ride  differs 
from  its  contemporaries  In  that  the  occupants  are  hurled,  as  the  cars  descend,  into 
a  tunnel  resembling  the  mouth  of  a  dragon.  The  covered  entrance  and  exit  platform  Is 
related  to  the  Park's  other  frame  buildings  through  use  of  decorative  motifs  and 
color.    The  coaster  was  rehabilitated  in  1983. 
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Old  Mill  (12) 


,       *  ""--^^  struetut.  on  the  western  section 

of  the  Malls  croBs-axis.  It  was  erected  during  the  Park's  first  season-  Its 
watercourse  Is  under,  and  follows  the  configuration  of,  the  Dragon  Coaster's  tracks. 

Derby  Racer  (13) 

f^f^  -  the  Derby  Racer  is  contained  In  a  frame  structure. 

The  building  has  a  lamella  ffoof,  crowned  with  a  cupola  and  supported  by  octagonal 
columns I  in  color  scheme  and  decorative  details  it  conforms  to  the  Park's  Art  Deco 
theme  and  other  frame  structures.  One  of  only  two  Derby  Racera  remaining  in  the 
country,  the  ride's  horaes  were  carved  by  Marcu.  llllons  and  the  unique  michanlcal 
action  was  designed  by  Fred  Church.  (The  other  Derby  Racer  is  at  the  Cedar  Point 
amusement  complex  adjacent  to  Sandusky,  Ohio.) 

"Kiddyland"  (14) 

This  feature's  concept  was  an  important  element  in  the  desired  family  orientation  of 
Playland.  As  built,  it  contained  two  rides  and  a  large  playgroundi  today  the  play- 
ground no  loiter  exists  and  "Kiddyland"  contain.  16  rides  housed  in  a  variety  of 
Structures.  Much  of  the  section's  original  boardwalk  has  been  retained.  "Mary's 
Garden,    near  the  entrance  on  the  Mall,  is  a  notable  landscape  feature. 

Administrative  Offices  (15) 

The  Park's  offices  are  housed  In  a  structure  at  the  southwest  corner  of  the  Entrance 
Pla^a.  consisting  of  a  Flaw  Pavilion  and  an  L-shaped  wing  extending  to  the  sout"aSd 

stucco  ^L""/,".  "^^^  "^^  ^-y*  ''"^^         winf  is  sheathed  wJtJ 

thf«««t  if /f^•  connected  to  the  covered  Bus  Terminal  platforms  on 

the  west.  The  Ministration  Building's  fenestration.  In  the  Pavilion,  consists  of 
two  doors  and  nultl-paned  wlndowa  with  black  metal  sash,  designed  to  fit  the  compound- 
edged  insets  in  each  facade |  in  the  wing,  there  are  two  exterior  doors  and  simple 
rectangular  metal  sashed  windows.  Decorative  elements  Include  the  Pavilion's  domed 
copper  roof  with  octagonal  lantern,  the  copper  cornice  flashing  on  the  wing,  the 
Classical  cornice  motifs  on  the  Pavilion,  and  the  building's  color  schema  of  cream, 
beige,  and  sea-green.  i.^aiu. 

Ticket  Booths  (16) 

These  small  square  structures  represeat  an  innovative  aspect  of  Playland 's  adminiatra- 
tioni     the  use  of  Scrip,  or  tickets,  instead  of  money  for  the  rides. 
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The  board-aad-batten  construction,  corner  pilasters,  and  bright  color  scheme  relate 
the  booths  J  constructed  with  central  sections  of  heavy  ^re  mesh,  to  the  other  frame 
struetures  in  the  Park,  Their  distinctive  appearance  and  red-shingled  pagoda-like 
roofs  make  them  highly  visible,  as  do  their  prominent  locations  on  the  Central  Mall. 
When  Flayland  opened,  there  were  14  Ticket  Booths;  9  remain. 


Picnic  She3  era  (17) 


The  two  shelters,  near  the  Picnic  Beach,  are  elliptical  in  shape*  Shelter  Number  1 
has  a  covered  eastern  extension  Into  the  Picnic  Grove  area.  Erected  during  the 
Parkas  first  decade,  both  have  green-shingled  monitor  roofs  supported  by  simply 
carved  brackets  above  square  wooden  piers|  low  railings,  constructed  of  vertical 
sheathing,  enclose  the  lower  third  of  the  buildings.  The  color  scheme,  primarily 
white,  utilizes  brlfht  trim  to  relate  the  buildings  to  the  Park's  other  frame 
structures- 


Footnote 

iThls  description  is  an  edited  version  of  the  corresponding  section  ©f  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places  nomination  form  (1979)  prepared  by  Karen  Morey  Kennedy 
of  the  Westchester  County  Department  of  Planning. 
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Playland  Amusam^nc  Park  In  EySf  New  Yorks  devalopgd  In  the  1920s  by  the  Ifaatchestar 
County  Park  Coimnlssions  wu  Che  flrsc  totally  planned  misraant  park  In  toerlea.^ 
It  is  a  2S0~aera  aomplax  of  musaments,  CQncefislonSp  and  water— oriantad  faallltles 
wsll-intsgratad  with  laadeaaplng  and  Its  natural  environmant«  Aftar  mora  than  SO 
yaars  of  usa,  its  basic  design  and  its  dlstlnetl^a  Art  Daco  archltacture  rmaln 
assantlally  unaltarad.  Playland  was  the  unique  result  of  tha  eomblnad  af forts  of  aa 
enllghcanad  govarnmantal  body  and  tha  talents  of  eraatlva  Individuals,  and  Is  a 
prototypi'  for  tha  contemporary  theme  park» 

Saversl  of  Playland *s  rldas  ara  of  major  Individual  significance  baeausa  of  thalr 
ranty»  Thraa  of  tha  four  surviving  original  ridas  ~  the  Carousal,  tha  Darby 
Racer t  and  the  Dragon  Hollar  Coastar  -^^  are  individually  slgnif leant »  Tha  Carousal 
is  ona  of  only  thraa  still  In  axistance  featuring  the  wooden  hand  carvings  of 
master  craftsman  Charlas  Carsal.  Tha  "Darby  Baearp"'  by  Itercus  Charles  llllons  and 
Fred  Church,  is  one  of  only  two  still  oparatlng  in  ^arlca,  the  other  being  at 
Cedar  Point,  Ohio#  The  Dragon  Coaster  is  also  a  rara  surviving  asamplap  and  la 
uniqua  in  design « 

History 

In  tha  lata  19th  and  aarly  20th  canturiaa,  Rya  beciime  a  sumer  resort  for  wealthy 
Hanhatcan  rasldants.  Tha  popularization  of  the  automobile  in  the  1920s  aacalaratad 
the  davalopmant  of  Wast Chester  County  as  a  suburbs  Recognizing  tha  naad  for 
raglonal  planning  aarly  in  that  de cadet  the  Westchester  Coimty  Board  of  Supervisors, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  West  chaster  County  Park  Law,  astablishad  the  County 
Park  Conmigslon  in  1921 Transportation  and  racraatlon  mre  considarad  to  ba 
fundamantal  componants  in  planQing  for  suburban  developaanC^  and  tha  Commission  was 
empowarad  to  locate t  establi^sh^  acquire  ^  and  Improva  parks  ^  baachas,  and  opan 
spaces j  as  well  as  parkways,  boulavards,  straats,  roads,  docks ^  and  bridges  i^iah 
would  serve  to  connaet  ^  Aam« 


Jay  Downar,  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Coimiisslon^  stated i 

Until  recent  yaars,  the  automobile  was  an  unknoim  factor  In  tha  planning  of 
cities  and  other  munlclpalitlas  in  which  park  areas  are  fundraantally  as 
important  as  street  systems «  When  Central  Park  was  laid  out  in  1853  ^  aen 
thought  of  parks  in  terms  of  a  imit  areas  But  in  our  own  ara  of  vastly 
increased  mobility  resulting  from  oass  production  of  motor  cars  we  must  thliUi 
wholly  in  terafi  of  a  eonnected  system  of  parks  and  parkways* 3 
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Aatlog  upon  thlm  philosophy  p  the  Gomlssloii,  during  Ics  first  dscadsi  was  raspDnslble 
for  a  mmhmt  of  major  projects,  inQludlng  the  Saw  Hill  River  Parkway ,  the  Hut^lQspn 
Rlvar  Parkway,  the  Westeheeter  County  Center  In  White  Plains,  Glen  Island  Park, 
KlngslaQd  Point  Park  in  Tarrytown,  and  Playlmnd  at  Rye. 

The  establishment  of  a  county  park  at  Rye  Beach,  considered  one  of  the  best  beaches 
on  Long  Island  Sound,  was  advocated  as  early  as  1900*^  Other  Interests  took  over, 
and^  by  the  1920s,  Rye  Beach  was  the  site  of  two  privately  omed  cmpeting  amusement 
areas  I  Rye  Beach  Amusement  Park  and  Paradise  Park«  Together  they  comprised  "a 
complete  seaside  resort  a  typical  assortment  of  umsement  and  retail  business 

enterprises  ##•  ramshackle  hotels,  shanties  $  and  cheap »  rundown  bath  houses-"^  The 
area's  unsavory  reputation  as  a  "meeting  place  f^r  every  pickpocket,  drunkard,  and 
prostitute  in  Westchester  County "6  prompted  letters  and  petitions  urging  the  Park 
Comission  to  redevelop  it*  In  response,  the  Comaission,  In  1924,  stated  a  desire  to 
include  Rye  Beach  In  the  county  park  systemi  in  April  1925,  the  acquisition  of  the 
land  was  recomaiended  #  ^ 

The  Park  Commission's  development  of  the  contiguous  160-acre  Hanurslng  Island  Park 
was  linked  with  Rye  Beach  by  1926*  The  plan  for  Rye  Beach  also  included  an  exten- 
sion of  the  Cross^County  Parkway  from  the  Boston  Post  Road  to  the  planned  park* 
(This  extension  was  never  built*  Play land  Parkway,  however »  was  completed  in 
1929*8) 

To  acquire  experience  In  amusement  park  management,  Cos^lssion  members  decided  to 
operate  the  existing  parks  through  the  1926  season.^  ^elve  dilapidated  structures 
were  torn  down  in  the  spring  of  1926|  In  October  of  that  year.  Paradise  Park  suffered 
two  fires  which  damaged  the  park  and  conveniently  cleared  the  land  for  new  develop-^ 
rnent*  Rye  Beach  Pleasure  Park  reopened  for  the  1927  season,  its  existing  boat 
house  and  amusement  facilities  still  in  operation,  with  construction  of  the  new 
amusement  park  under  way*^0 

A  study  of  the  existing  rausement  parks  east  of  the  Mississippi  had  been  undertaken 
by  the  Park  Comlsslon  in  1925.  HaJ  *  Gllmore  D*  Clarke,  head  landscape  architect 
of  the  Coimnlssionj  visited  many  of  these  parks  and  cult.^i-vated  contacts  in  the 
amusement  park  industry*  Frank  Darling »  an  amusement  park  expert  whose  experience 
was  gained  in  a  management  position  at  Coney  Island,  was  employed  as  a  consultant* 
Darling^  an  official  of  the  National  Association  of  AmuseMnt  Parks,  was  eventually 
persuaded  to  leave  his  position  as  president  of  the  L*  A*  Thompson  Scenic  Railway 
Company  to  overaee  construction  of  Play land |  he  also  became  its  first  geneifal 
manager* 

i^erican  amusement  parks  of  the  1920s,  although  popular,  were  not  always  held  in 
high  esteem*  Hany  had  been  developed  by  transit  companies  and  were  known  as  "trolley 
parks,"  but  by  the  late  years  of  that  decade,  as  members  of  the  middle  and  upper 
classes  bought  their  own  cars,  the  number  of  riders  on  the  trolley  lines,  and 
attendance  at  theie  parks,  fell  sharply^H    For  example.  Coney  Island,  the  prototype 
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of  many  amuBeaent  parkB  early  In  the  century,  was  an  extremely  papular  but  heteroB- 

otherwise.  12    The  new  amuaeoent  park  at  Rye  Beach,  however,  waa  clearly  to  be  dlf- 
fJ!?^'  arrived    at    prloarlly   by   automobile   to    Inaure   a   family  and 

middle-class  orlentatton.  and  would  be  carefully  and  harmoniously  planned. 13 

Dealgns  for  all  structures  at  the  new  Park,  including  a  bath  hou.e.  boat  house 
casino,  and  other  aausement  hou.ea,  were  submitted  to  the  Comis.lon  in  1927  by  thi 
N.W  York  firm  of  Walker  and  Gillette.  A.  Stewart  Walker  and  Leon  N.  Gillette  had  a 
f2Sf-rir*i^°°  I*"*  largely  on  their  residential  de.igns  In  a  variety  of  Revival 
styles. 14  Throughout  the  years  of  their  partnership  < 1906-45)  Walker  and  Gillette 
^rlv^foSS.  K^V-^^f   «or  their  versatility.  15    During  the  late  1920.  and 

Sulldii«        S  designed  a  wide  range  of  buildings  in  the  Art  Oeco  style;  the 

buildings  at  Flayland  were  their  earliest  design.  In  this  mode.  Their  other  Inpor- 
S^Lf  M  *,o^l^"^\*  National  City  lank  Building  at  Broadway  and  Canal 

Str.et,  Manhattan,  19Z8j  the  Westchester  County  Center.  White  Plains  1928 -^Hb 
Fuller  Buildiry  in  Manhattan,  19291  the  Indu.trLl  Tru.t  S^ny  ^Udln"  Provl' 
dence.  Rhode  Island,  1929|  and  the  Plr.t  National  City  Bank  Building ,  on  Wall 
^m^^',^-^  ^  '^'^^^  -^'i--  iuil«n/1J 

jH?if'  flayland  was  the  result  of  the  collaboration  of  Clarke.  Darling. 
Walker  and  Gillette  Park  engineer.  L.  G.  Holleran  and  Jay  Downer,  and  lightiSg 
enaiueer.  Wae.on  and  Flagg.    During  the  pre-constructlon  stage  of  the  Park    the  lake 

cfosf  off  t  'r°  T  ^^1^^"^  ^"  «t.nslvely  during  con. tructlon  to  hSp 

clos.  off  the  lake  from  it.  original  .outhern  connection  with  the  Sound,  to  provide 
land  for  the  playing  field  area,  and  to  fill  the  former  .alt  mar.h  on  which  three- 
quarters  of  the  amu.ement  area  was  to  be  built. IS 

Acces.  to  the  Park,  considered  to  be  the  "Junctional  terminal  of  all  the  great  bou- 
levards of  Weatcheater  County."17  wa.  provided  by  a  new  parkway,  on  a^ia  with  the 
towera  of  the  Bath  House,  and  lined  with  English  elm..  The  p.rkwiy  curved  around  the 
arrival  area  for  patrons  traveling  by  bus,,  went  through  a  traffic  circle,  and  into  a 
large  parking  lot.    Visitors  could  al.o  arrive  by  ferry  from  New  York  City. 

The  Bath  Hou.e  and  swlming  pool  were  placed  at  one  end  of  the  Park.  A  40 '-wide 
JSr^^f       ^".L*  g«llery,  crescent-ahaped  to  conform  to  the  configuration  of 

^iL-  T*  ^*°H  the  ferry  temSnal.  This 

plaza  contained   a  Jet    fountain,    the   Admlniatration   Building,    and.    after    1930  a 

Perpendicular  to  the  boardwalk  at  this  plasia  wa.  the  amusem'.nt 
section  of  the  Park,  planned  along  an  axial  mall  I.IOO-  long.    Thia  mall,  as  deaignSd 

nSnSr?„%"""\P'wr""S.  "  "  central  section  wai 

planted  in  grass.  Planking  thl.  section  on  each  aide  was  a  row  of  trees,  a  wide 
promenade,  and  a  colonnade.  This  axla,  running  from  the  main  bathing  blach  to  tS 
Boat  House  on  Playland  lake,  was  Interrupted  once  by  a  croa.  promenade  and  wal 
donlnat€d  at  the  lake  end  by  a  Music  Tower  110'  high. 18 
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An  unpreeedentad  unity  In  smuaement  park  design  was  attmptad  thrDUfheutthe  plan* 
The  Art  Daeo  detailing  seleGted  by  the  archlteets  was  coasldefed  t©  hm  "of  stopla 
design  ymt  Interesting  „p  expressive  of  play. "19  The  eolonnades.  In  addition  to 
providing  protection  from  the  weather,  a  eruolal  Gonslderatlon  given  the  locstlon'P 
propensity  for  spring  and  sumer  showers,  also  helped  to  unify  visually  an  otherwise 
heterogeneQUS  assortment  of  amusement  aetlvltles* 

A  seeond  unifying  factor,  the  landseaplng,  earefully  planned,  planted,  and  maintained ^ 
is  also  an  original  design  elMent*  Elm  trees,  low  evergreens ,  and  fruit  trees  ttmB 
the  entrance  to  the  Park|  pin  oaks  and  barberry  hedges  line  the  central  mall.  FlQWerg 
are  started  In  January  for  spring  transplanting  around  the  fountain,  at  both  ends  of 
the  Hall,  and  in  Klddyland's  *'Mary»s  Garden."  The  eontrlbutlon  of  the  landscaping  to 
the  site  was  stressed  in  a  contemperary  Journal: 

mmn  a  World's  Exposition  Is  planned  a  moat  Important  part  of  the  general  sehami 
is  thm  landscape  planning,  rte  same  has  been  true  of  Playland.  The  Conmilssion»s 
Landscape  Department  has  worked  hand  In  hand  with  the  other  designers,  there 
will  be  no  barren  holes  In  Flayland.  Every  nook  will  be  planted  to  soften  the 
lines  of  the  buildings,  freshen  the  ground  areas,  and  form  grooves  ...  betwaen 
the  buildings.  Hedges,  lawns,  flowers,  and  trees  will  form  a  most  Important 
part  of  the  beauty  of  Playland.^O 

To  avoid  the  typical  amusement  park  problem  of  "bands  and  calliopes  and  orchestr^i 
playing  against  one  another,"  an  experimental  centralized  music  system  was  designed 
for  Flayland,  Wooden  horns  placed  on  the  Husle  Tower  and  at  various  strategic 
locations  throughout  the  Park  broadcast  a  single  musical  program,  as  well  as  public 
announcements  —  including,  during  the  first  seasons,  baseball  scores. 

The  design  of  Flayland  also  utilized  contemporary  theories  b£  crowd  psychology. 
Steps  were  avoided  la  handling  level  changes,  and  ramps  were  used  wherever  possible. 
Sharp  corners  that  would  block  Important  vistas  were  also  avoided  In  areas  mimtm 
promenades  metj  Instead,  thechmfered  corner  stations,  or  pavilions,  of  the  colan- 
nades  allowed  the  spaces  to  merge  subtly.  Consideration  was  given  to  the  nature  of 
certain  amusements  and  how  they  might  enhance,  or,  in  some  cases,  neutralize  one 
another.  For  example ,  Klddyland,  mn  area  of  mild  musements,  was  placed  next  to  che 
more  violent  Aeroplane  Coaster. 

The  ticket  system,  although  an  adaptation  of  one  used  at  Euclid  Beach,  In  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  was.  In  Its  final  form,  Playland's  own*  Scrip  tickets  were  sold  in  1928,  ai 
they  are  today,  in  red  pagoda-like  booths  scattered  through  the  amusement  area. 
Then  a  strip  of  5  tickets  cost  25  cents,  a  book  of  21,  $1.00,  and  a  larger  book  of 
110,  $5.00.^A  tickets  are  good  anywhere  in  Flayland,  except  where  merchandise 

(I.e.,  refreshments  and  game  prizes)  is  soldi  no  cash  Is  accepted  at  the  entranee 
to  any  attraction.     The  advantages   of  the   system  are  many;     all  cash  is  kept  In  m 
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few  places  which  can  be  well~protecCed|  entrance  colleccors  are  relieved  of  Che 
chore  of  change-making,  Chus  facilitating  che  operation  of  the  amusemenco,  and 
Importantly  for  the  Park's  profits! 

It  Induces  patrons  to  buy  tickets  In  quantities*  They  pass  out  one  dollar  very 
easily.  The  psychology  of  the  system  Is  very  Interesting  and  tends  to  prove 
that  the  patron  does  not  keep  track  of  the  quantity  he  spends  as  much  as  he 
does  the  number  of  times  he  spends •  ^2 

Playland  opened  In  May  192S«  With  the  exception  of  the  Casino  and  the  p'ool»  built 
the  following  yearg  and  the  replacement  of  the  lagoon  with  lawn.  It  was  erected 
according  to  the  Walker  and  Gillette  plans 

In  1928 y  features  of  the  Park  Included  a  Japanese  Tea  Room,  behind  the  Colonnade 
near  the  Music  Tower |  a  Parisian  Boulevard  Cafe,  In  the  principal  entry  plazai  and 
a  Dance  Hall,  on  the  present  site  of  the  Auto  Scooter  ride*  Also  present  were  a 
Dodgem-Scooter;  two  popular  competing  "bumper  car"  rides  powered  by  an  overhead 
electric  charge  that  were  housed  within  the  same  elliptical  building  and  "fed"  each 
other;  and  the  Tumblebugi  Caterpillar,  and  Custer  Car^  variations  of  rides  that  had 
originated  In  the  lB90s«  The  Aeroplane  Coaster,  designed  by  Fred  Church  and  named 
In  honor  of  the  successful  Lindbergh  flight  In  1927,  was  a  3,600'  roller  coaster 
similar  to  the  "Bobs"  at  Chicago -s  Rlverylew  Park.  (Called  the  "greatest  body 
wringer  and  most  violent  ride  ever  built,"^^  It  was  taken  down  In  1957  because  of 
structural  problems 

playland  has,  on  the  other  hand,  retained  some  Important  early  rides.  One  of  these 
Is  the  Carousel,  by  Charles  Carmel>  Carmel's  *' jumper"  horses  are  noted  for  their 
beautiful  manes,  carved  flowers,  and  Jewels .^S  Carmel,  a  Russian  Immigrant,  owned  a 
shop  near  Prospect  Park  In  Brooklyn;  he  used  horses  In  nearby  stables  as  models  for 
his  carvings The  mechanical  action  of  the  Carousel  was  built  by  Charles  Mangels, 
a  Geraan^born  manufacturer  who  produced  some  of  the  finest  carousel  machinery A 
rare  European  Gavloll  band  organ  decorates  the  center  of  Playland -s  carousel*  The 
Gavloll  family,  active  In  the  late  19th  and  early  20th  centuries  with  shops  In 
Italy  and  France,  designed  many  Innovative  organs -^^ 

Directly  across  the  mall  Is  the  "Derby  Racer,"  a  derivation  of  the  old  steeplechase 
rlde^  and  one  of  two  still  operating  In  toerlca«  Fast,  carousel-like,  and  Intended 
to  simulate  a  horse  race,  the  Derby  Racer,  designed  by  Fred  Church,  features  a 
Joltiug,  up-and-^down  mechanical  action*  The  horses,  of  a  very  different  character 
than  Charles  Carmel's,  were  carved  by  Russian-born  and  Engllsh^tralned  ^rcus 
Charles  llllons.  lllions  was  a  superb  craftsman  whose  meticulous  carvings  have 
been  much  copied 

The  Carousel,  the  Derby  Racer,  and  the  Whip,  another  original  rides  are  all  housed 
in  buildings  with  unusual  lamella  roofs  that  were  designed  by  Walker  and  Gillette « 
Particularly  well-suited  for  structures  housing  amusement  devices,  this  type  of 
roof  framing  requires  no  central  vertical  supports -30 
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The  Dragon  Coaster,"  erected  during  the  Park's  first  aeason,  was  the  ereatlon  of 
Darling  s  L.A,  Thompson  Scenic  Railway  CoBpany.  This  "ecfenlc  railway"  is  typical 
of  the  firm  .  work.  A  mechanical  cable  grip  pull,  the  car.  upward,  then  relea.as 
them  to  roll  downhill.  As  the  care  descend,  decorative  netifs  give  the  impressiDn 
Chat  the  riders  are  being  hurled  into  the  mouth  of  a  dragon. 31 

Other^amusementa  to  be  found  at  Flayland  over  the  years  included  the  "Jack  and 
Jill,  a  large  slide  which  rider,  descended  on  .nail  mat.|  "Noah's  Ark."  a  rocklnE 
replica  of  the  original |  and  the  "Haglc  Carpet,"  •  toorish  funhou.e  containing 
moving  floors,  dark  paasages,  rotating  disks,  air  jets,  lopsided  rooms,  and  a 
carpeted  slide  on  rollers.  A  clipper  .hip.  Benjamin  P.  Packard,  was  moored  at  the 
Park  until  destroyed  by  the  great  hurricane  of  1938.  A  fire  lit  1966  destroyed  much 
of  the  area  opposiee  the  roller  coaster,  including  the  Dance  Hall,  a  good  portion 
of  Che  Colonnade,  and  the  Magic  Carpet  bulldin|.32  The  Casino  underwent  interior 
renovation  In  1973  to  increase  the  skating  area, 33 

Play land  has  had  an  important  role  In  the  shared  experience  of  BllllonB  of  individ- 
uals. Visitors  to  the  Park  in  its  first  season  numbered  2.8  million.  In  1932  in 
the  midst  of  the  Depression,  attendance  was  more  than  3.8  million.  In  recent 
years,  attendance  has  run  about  l.S  million  annually. 34 


Footnotes 


^Thls  statement  is  an  edited  version  of  the  corresponding  section  of  the  National 
Regiseer  of  Historic  Places  nomination  (1979),  by  Karen  Morey  Kennedy  of  the  West- 
chester County  Department  of  Planning. 

ZReport  of  the  Westchester  County  Park  Comisslon.  April  30^  1924  (Albany,  1924), 
3lbid..  p.  45. 

p^io'^  °'  t'^e  Westchester  County  Park  Commission.  April  30.  1923  (New  York,  1925), 

5Leon  N.  Gillette  and  Ollmore  D.  Clarke,  "Flayland  —  An  Aausement  Park  at  Rye 
Westchester  County,  New  York,"  toeriean  Architect.  CXXXIV,  2555  (October  20  1928) 
p.  492.  • 

^Gary  Kyriazl,  The  Great  American  Amusement  Park  (Secaucus,  New  Jersey!  Citadel 
Press,  1976),  p.  ll8^ 
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^Report  y  1925 p  p.  10, 

SReport,  1926,  p,  5. 
^Report,  1926,  p.  25. 

IOaI  Griff in^    Step  Right  Up  Folks    (Chicagoi      Henry    Regnery    Company,    1959),    p*  17* 
llKyriazl,         cit> ,  p,  117, 
^^Ibid. ,  p.  79* 

l3Gllletta  and  Clarke,  cit , ,  p,  492, 

l^For  example 4  the  William  Coe  Estate  (1920)  at  Oyster  Bay,  Long  Island,  now  lis tad 
in  the  National  Register,  wae  designed  by  Walker  and  Gillette. 

15a, T,  Covell,  "Variety  in  Architectural  Practices  Some  Works  of  Walker  and  Gillette," 
Architectural  Record,  35  (April  1914),  pp,  277=355|  and  M,  Price,  "The  National  City 
Bank  of  New  York,"    Architectural  Record,  63  (September  1916),  pp*  406-408, 

l^Gillette  and  Clarke,  0£,  cit , ,  p.  497. 

17*'A  Super^Park  in  the  Making,"  Amusement  Park  Management ,   1,  4   (March  1928),   ps   131  • 
i^Gillette  and  Clarke,  op*  cit*,  pp,  492-493, 
19 Ibid. ,  p,  493, 

20''A  Super-Park  in  the  Making,"  0£.  cit .  ^  p.  134, 

2lBulletin,  National  Association  of  Amusement  Parks,  Playland  Number  (August  15,  1929) , 
p ,  1  * 

22ibld*,  p*  2. 
23ibid, ,  p,  1- 

24RQbert  Cartraell,  a  roller  coaster  expert,  quoted  by  Joan  Clrillo  In  "How  i-^^'p^^'  i-. 
Picks  a  Ride,"  Sunday  (Gannett  Westchester  Newspapers),  July  16,  1978,  p,  G4. 

^^Garmel's  horses  have  magnificent  manes,  carved  roses,  and  an  abundance  oi  .'i^  '  ; 
their  saddles  sometimes  resemble  bats'  wings  or  sea  lions* 
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^QC,  Dinger,  "Charles  Carmel,"  CarQUBel  Art>  4  (January  1979).  p.  4i  T."n,  a^tr^n^ 
dakerg  "Charles  Carmel,"  National  CagQugel  Roundtablei  Carvers  and  Their  Merry'-Go- 
Rounds  (Flint,  Mlchlgani  Alfred  P.  Sloan  Museum*  1974) ,  p."ll|  and  James  ~FeronV 
"Westchescer  Journal,"  New  York  Times ,  April  21,  1979,  The  other  two  extant  Garmel 
Garousels  are  In  Prospect  Park  and  Coney  Island,  both  in  Brooklyn, 

27prederick  Fried,  A  Pietorlal  History  of  the  Carousel  (New  Yorki  Bonanza  Books, 
1964),  p.  102,  On  the  Playland  Carousel,  the  horses  called  "Jumpers"  swing  slowly 
out,  or  sideways,  as  the  ride  picks  up  speed. 

ZQlhiA*,  pp,  187^188, 


^^Ibid, ,  pp.  102,  128, 

30Mario  Salvador 1  and  Robert  Heller,  Structure  in  Architecture i  The  Building  of 
Buildings  (Englewood  Cliffs,  New  Jersey i  Prentlee-HaTl,  Inc*,  T963|  1975),  p.  214. 
"In  the  lamella  roof  structure  a  series  of  parallel  arches,  skewed  with  respect  to 
the  sides  of  the  covered  area,  is  Intersected  by  another  series  of  skewed  arches  so 
that  an  efficient  interaction  is  obtained  between  them.  This  system  does  away  with 
the  bearas  eonnecting  parallel  arches  and  constitutes  a  curved  space  frame,"  See 
also  "Lamella  House  with  Trussless  Wooden  Roof,"  Architects  Journal,  102  (September 
6,  1945),  pp,  175-176.  The  main  skating  arena  in  "the  Casino"  also  has  a  lamella 
roof* 

3lKyriaEl,  ££.  cit . ,  p.  34, 

32Louis  BottOj  "Playland:    Where  It  All  Began,"  Sunday  (Dally  News)  Magaslne,  May  21 
1978,  pp.  8=34  pasaim.  "  ^ 

33j ,  Kaplan,  "Playland  Gaslnoi  Westchester's  Ice  Palace,"  Spotlight  on  Rye  1  4 
(November  1977),  p,  13.  — —        -  ' 

3^  Botto,  op,  ai^,,  p.  9;  and  "Playland i  1976  Pact  Sheet,"  Mimeograph  on  Playland 
letterhead. 
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Verbal  Boundary 

The  property  boundaries  of  Play land  Amusement  Park,  which  are  the  historle  bound- 
aries of  the  parkj  enclose  an  area  which  le  Irregular  in  shape.  Beginning  at  a 
point  near  the  intersection  of  Forest  Avenue  and  Ridgeland  Terrace  (letter  0  on  the 
USGS  map)t  proceed  approximately  250*  north  along  Forest  Avenue  to  Ridgeland  Manor, 
then  625 »  easterly,  125'  northeasterly  to  Beck  Avenue,  250*  along  Beck  Avenue, 
approximately  2,250*  northerly,  125*  easterly,  400*  northeasterly,  350*  due  north* 
250*  northwesterly,  approKimately  1,250'  north  to  Manursing  Way,  350*  east  along 
Manursing  Way,  approximately  300*  south,  225*  east,  350*  north  to  Manursing  Way, 
1,000'  east  along  Manursing  Way,  325*  southeast,  1,500'  easterly,  li2S0*  south, 
approximately  500*  southeast  to  Long  Island  Sound,  500'  south  along  Long  Island 
Sound,  approKimately  1,000*  northwesterly »  1,250*  southwesterly  along  Long  Island 
Sound,  325'  northwesterly,  750*  west  to  Playland  Lake  Inlet,  250'  south,  275'  due 
east  (to  Rocky  Point),  approximately  350'  southwest,  250'  west,  875'  south,  approx- 
imately 500'  westerly,  curving  along  Rye  Beach,  500*  southwest,  curving  along  Rye 
Beach,  350'  west  (inland  from  Rye  Beach),  500'  north,  and  750*  west  to  Forest 
Avenue  and  the  beginning  point* 
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Krib*  IM  pr«s#nt  And  driginal  fif  known)  physical  mppmmwmnmm 

Kennywood  Park  is  a  40-acre  amusement  area  roughly  5  miles  ■ouchaa.c  of  tha 
Itl^  otjitcsburgh  which  is  open  to  Che  public  each  year  from  April  until  Labor 
Day.  Sited  on  a  platoau  above  the  south  bank  of  the  Monongahela  River .  nearly 
opposite  Turtle  Creak.  Kennywood  was  begun  as  a  trolley  eKcureion  park  in  1898 
by  the  Monongahala   Street   Railway  Company  and  opened   to   the  public   in  1899. 

There  are  now  more  than  35  buildings  and  anusement  structures  on  the  site  as 
well  as  parking  areas  and  a  picnic  ground  overlooking  the  river  valley.  ' The 
park  is  reached  via  Kennywood  Boulevard,  which  passes  the  southwestern  edg,  of 
the  site.  An  additional  85  undeveloped  acres  owned  by  the  Kannywood  Park 
Corporation  are  across  the  boulevard.  This  latter  area  is  not  Included  in  this 
nomination, 

7^100?^^°.*"^./^"°'""®  ^^^"^   remaining  at   Kennywood  i     the  Casino 

«.j.e»B;j  the  Jack  Kabbit '  roller  coaster  <1921)|  tha  "Old  Mill"  (1926)-  the 
/?SS;!"  "^^^ster  (1927)1   the  Dentzel   carousel  and   its   shelter  building 

(W27)j  the  Windmill  (1929) i  and  the  Noah's  Ark  (1936).  These  featureB.  gener- 
ally in  the  central  area  of  the  park,  constitute  its  historic  araa.  Kennywood 's 
raciiiciBs  have  continued  to  evolve  around  them  since  the  1930a. 

While  Kennywood  updates  its  attractions  continually  and  the  site  has  seen 
numerous  changes  during  its  history,  the  Park  retains,  to  a  high  degree,  its 
original  combination  of  picnic  space,  landscaped  grounds,  a  dining  area,  music 
and  entertainment,  and  a  variety  of  games  and  rides. 

Kennywood' 8  Individual  Historic  Features i 

George  S.  Davidson,  the  englnear  for  the  Monongahela  Street  Railway  Company 
designed  the  basic  layout  of  Kennywood  Park  in  1898  and  became  its  first  manaaer 
when  It  opened  In  1899.  His  arrangement  of  open-air  pavilions  in  a  triangular 
pattern  surrounding  a  small  central  man-made  lake  remains  basically  intact. 
The  abundant,  careful  landscaping,  begun  when  the  park  opened,  remains  today 
and  la,  in  fact,  an  attraction  In  Itself.  The  grounds  feature  tree-lined 
walks,  flowers  in  abundance,  a  topiary,  and  a  floral  clock  (a  calendar  in 
flowers  with  a  daily-changing  date). 

The  Caaino 

Of  several  pavilion-type  structures  built  at  tonnywood  according  to  Davidson's 
design,  howaver.  only  Che  Casino,  or  Main  Restaurant,  remains.  A  large  2-story 
Shingle-style  building  with  an  interior  floor  space  72  feet  by  120  feet  It 
originally  featured  arched  open-air  openings  on  the  first  floor  and  square  ones 
on  Che    secondi      it    was    glass-enclosed    on    both   levels    in   the   19408.1  The 
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CasltiQ  continues  to  house  the  Park's  main  restaurant ,  The  front  facade p  facing  the 
lake,  la  7  bays,  with  the  3  center  ones  projecting.  The  interior  of  the  Casino  was 
restored  In  1971 1  Its  high  pressed^tln  celling,  exposed  ^od  beams,  and  slow^oving 
ceiling  fans  exude  a  particular  charm  that   recalls  the  era  of  its   construction «^ 

Roller  Coasters 

Kennywood's  roller  coasters  of  different  types  and  vlntagw  remain  the  Park's 
single  most  eKcitlng  attraction Of  11  coasters  built  at  Kennywood  between  1902 
and  1980,  five  are  extant  1  the  "Jaok  Rabbit"  (1921)  and  the  "Racer"  <1927),  both 
designed  by  John  A*  ^ller,  a  top  coaster  designer |  the  "Dipper"  (1948)  and  the 
"Thunderbolt"  (1968-69),  designed  and  built  by  Andy  Vettel|  and  the  "Laser  Loop" 
(1980)  designed  by  Intamin/ Schwarzkopf »  The  first  two  qualify  as  historic  re- 
sources » 

The  "Jack  Rabbit"  was  the  first  Kennywood  coaster  to  use  wheels  beneath  the  track, 
enabling  higher  speeds,  higher  hills,  and  an  altogether  more  thrilling  ride  than 
had  been  possible  before »  It  has  a  70-foot  double  dip  and  traeks  2^132  feet  long, 
which  run  through  a  ravine  on  the  edge  of  the  Park|  the  higher  dip  is  at  the  top  of 
the  ravine  and  the  lower  Is  at  Its  bottom,  A  tunnel  after  the  first  drop  was 
removed  in  the  1940s  and  the  trains  were  replaced  in  the  same  deaade. 

Miller's  "Racer"  is  a  twin-track  raelng  coaster  2,250  feet  In  lengths  Its  highest 
hill  Is  also  In  a  ravine*  Its  reverse  and  bank  curves  add  excitement  to  the  ride* 
In  1949,  the  final  hill  was  removed.  Otherwise,  except  for  Its  platform  faoade» 
which  was  redesigned  In  1946  and  again  In  1960,  the  "Racer"  is  intact. 

The  three  later  coasters  are  also  leading  attractions.  The  "Dipper"  Is  40  feet 
high  and  1,650  feet  long.  Constructed  in  1948,  It  was  redesigned  in  1951,  when 
additional  hills  and  track  were  added  and  new  trains  purehased.  The  "Thunderbolt," 
the  "Ultimate  Roller  Coaster,"^  revamped  the  earlier  "Pippin"  into  a  fearsome 
coaster  95  feet  high  and  2,887  feet  long^  featuring  a  renowned  90-foot  "final 
drop."  The  "Laser  Loop,"  the  Park's  most  recent  coaster,  Includes  a  "loop"  that  is 
46  feet  in  diameter  with  two  Inclines,  the  most  extreme  of  which  is  140  feet  high. 
Riders  travel  Its  track  at  speeds  In  excess  of  54  miles  an  hour  and  endure  the 
sensation  of  near-weightlessness  at  the  peaks  of  the  inclines. 

On  the  other  hand,  none  of  the  Fark's  earliest  coasters  remain.  Those  coasters,  of 
the  side-frlctlon  type,  had  cars  which  held  on  to  the  track  by  side  rails  rather 
than  wheels^  and  so  could  tolerate  only  gentle  hills  and  dips.  They  werei  the 
"Figure  Eight"  (1902-21),  built  by  Fred  Ingersolli  the  "Scenic  Railway"  (before 
1906) i  the  twin-track  "Raeer"  (1910-26),  an  early  John  A.  Miller  racing  coaster | 
the  "Speed-O-Plane**  (1911-23) |  the  "Pippin"  (1924-67) ,  another  Miller  coaster  with 
a  double  dipi  and  the  "Teddy  Bear"  (1935-47),  a  small  Philadelphia  Toboggan  Company 
"Kiddie  Coaster." 
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Kgnnywood's  larga  hand-Mrved  4-r©w  DsntEel  merry-go-round  was  installed  in  1927  • 
it  is  th^  third  at  the  Park. 5  xhls  carousel  was  one  of  the  last  of  its  size  and 
type  to  be  built  before  the  Depression,  whleh  virtually  ended  the  produotlon  of 
sueh  custom-made  merry-go-rounds.  Originally  intended  for  use  at  the  Philadelphia 
Sesquleeatennial  celebration  of  1926,  it  Is  54  feet  in  diameter.  It  features  64 
horses  (SO  Jumpers  and  14  stationary),  1  lion,  1  tiger,  and  4  chariots.  It  incorpo- 
rates the  1916  Wurlitzer  model  153  band  organ  that  was  on  the  precedlni  carousel  at 
the  site. 


The  caroueel  was  eompletely  refurbished  in  1975-76|  each  animal  was  stripped, 
sanded,  and  repainted  to  original  coloring  by  art  students  from  Carnegie-Mellon 
University.  The  present  carousel  shelter  building  dates  to  1927|  it  was  constructed 
speeifically  to  house  the  new  and  larger  carousel.^ 

Othet'  Historic  gtructures 

Kannywood»s  "Old  mil"  is  a  virtually  complete  1927  rebuilding  of  a  modified  wooden 
structure  dating  from  1901*  In  the  latter  year,  it  was  rebuilt  In  sheet  iron  and 
its  channel  was  lengthened  to  accomodate  25  bo^ts.  Its  Interior  eKhibits  were 
most  recently  changed  in  1974.^ 

The  "Windmill"  is  a  1929  facsimile  of  one  at  Coney  Island,  Ohio.  Originally  on  an 
island  in  the  lagoon,  it  was  moved  to  Its  present  site,  near  the  main  entrance,  in 


"Noah's  tok"  (1936),  one  of  the  most  famous  of  the  Park's  symbols,  is  both  a  boat 
and  a  building,  perched  atop  a  miniature  Mount  Ararat.  It  rocks  back  and  forth  and 
contains  a  rippling  floor  and  has  other  dlseoncertlng  features.  It  was  last  reno- 
vated in  1969.^ 


Demolished  Features 


Other  structures  and  attractions  drew  the  public  to  Kennyvjood  over  the  years. 
Among  the  vanished  features  are  those  described  imediately  following. 

The  2-story  Dance  Pavilion,  one  ot  the  original  Park  structures,  served  a  variety 
of  functions  until  It  burned  In  1975. 

The  Bandstand,  constructed  for  Kennywood's  second  season  in  1900,  was  one  of  the 
Park's  longest-lived  features.  It  burned  in  1961.  Commissioned  by  W.  Larimer 
Mellon »  todrew  Mellon* s  nephew,  who  was  then  president  of  the  Monongahela  Street 
Railway  Company,  the  Classically  designed  structure  featured  a  30-foot  high  prosce- 
nium arch.  iO  During  Its  history,  especially  during  the  ••Big  Band"  era,  the  band- 
stand welcomed  a  host  of  entertainers ,  bands,  and  choral  groups. 
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An  athlstie  field  measuring  400  faec  by  400  fe#c^  with  a  tocal  seaclng  aapaclcy  of 
2^000,  served  Kennyweod  In  1900-'25.  In  the  latter  year,  the  field  was  replaced  by 
a  350-foot  by  ISO^foot  swlwmlng  pool.  At  one  end  of  the  pool,  a  GlassiGal-style 
pavilion  housed  a  grandstand  seaclng  2»500|  on  the  pool's  other  three  sides »  a 
25^foot^^lde  artificial  beach  was  created  with  20  railroad  carloads  of  white  sand* 
The  pool  operated  until  1973,  when  leakage  from  coal  mine  subsidence  beneath  the 
pool  forced  Its  closing* 


Footnotes 

Ixhls  description  Is  an  edited  version  of  Christina  Bchmldlapp's  1983  Pennsylvania 
Historic  Resource  Survey  Form^  supplemented  by  data  as  noted  below« 

2Gharles  J.  Jacq^ucs,  Jr.^  Kennywoodp  Roller  Coaster  Capital  of  the  World  (Vestal, 
N*Y*I  Vestal  Press,  1982),  p*  181* 

3 Charles  J.  Jacques p  Jr*,  "Kennywood's  Roller  Coasters*'*  (Fmphlet*) 

^Robert  Cartmel,  "The  Quest  for  the  Ultimate  Roller  Coaster The  New  York  Tlaies, 
June  9s  1974* 

^Charles  J.  Jacques,  Jr.,  *'How  Kennywood  Got  Its  DentEel,"  Merry""GO""Roundup  9,  4, 
pp*  9-14. 

^Ibid* 


^Charles  J*  Jacques,  Jr.,  Kennywood,  Roller  Coaster  Capital  of  the  World  (Vestal, 
N*Y*i  Vestal  Press,  1982),  pp.~7,  45,  136,  172*  ~ 

glbid* ,  p.  45. 

^Ibid*,  pp*  93-94,  97,  162, 

J-OFittsburgh  Bulletin,  March  31,  1900* 
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Sfrmmary 

Kannywood  Park,  the  **Roller  Coaster  Capital  of  the  World,"  has  also  been  dubbed,  in 
the  words  of  itg  premier  historian,  "toeriea'a  greatest  traditional  amusement 
park*"  It  has  won  sueh  acclaim  by  enduring,  since  1OT3,  the  multiple  vicissitudes 
that  have  put  dozens  of  its  competitors  out  of  business. 

The  development  of  Kennywaod  Park  documents  the  growth  and  trends  in  the  amusement 
industry  in  toerica,  as  well  as  the  technological  advances  and  innovations  which 
contributed  to  the  Park's  continued  success.  Buildings,  structures ,  or  rides  from 
nearly  every  era  of  its  history  are  preserved  at  the  Park, 

Ketinywood  retains  many  of  the  facilities,  including  several  rare,  exceptional,  and 
highly  representative  historic  ones,  that  attracted  its  patrons  early  in  the  centu>:y. 
Yet  it  has  always  managed,  over  the  decades,  to  adapt  to  changing  fashions  in  a 
manner  that  has  enabled  it  to  retain  Its  po^alarlty, 

Kennywood  opened  when  there  were  scarcely  any  automobiles  or  paved  roads.  It  has 
survived  the  Great  Depression  and  other  hard  economic  times,  the  diversion  of  its 
trade  to  other  tourist  destinations  made  possible  by  successive  generatidns  of 
highway  construction  that  have  bypassed  Kennywood  itself,  and  the  onslaught  of 
television  on  traditional  outdoor  recreational  pursuits. 

History 

Thriving  Kennywood  Park  is  one  of  the  few  survivors  of  the  "trolley  park"  phenomenon 
which  boomed  at  the  turn  of  the  century,  when  street  railway  companies  across  the 
country,  anxious  for  riders  in  the  evenings  and  on  weekends,  built  suburban  amusement 
parks  linked  to  center  cities  by  trolley.  In  southwestern  Pennsylvania  alone, 
Kennywood  was  one  of  thirteen  such  trolley  or  railroad  excursion  parks* 

Surviving  the  competition  depended  upon  attracting  businesses,  institutions,  and 
orgattizations  to  the  Park  for  picnics  and  outings*  Shrewdly  managed,  Kennywood 
soon  becme  the  largest  picnic  park  in  the  region*  In  advertisements,  it  was 
promoted  as  a  place  both  pastoral  and  thrilling,  with  amusements  of  all  kinds  in  a 
scLfe,  clean  environment* 

Before  the  trolley  era,  the  land  which  now  comprises  Kennywood  was  part  of  the 
Kenny  Fam,  a  tract  of  land  purchased  in  1818  by  Charles  F,  Kenny.  Kenny,  with  his 
son  Thomas,  prospered  by  mining  coal  on  the  property  and  shipping  it  downriver  on 
flatboats.^ 
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In  1898^  ths  ^n@ngahela  Scraat  Railway  Company  leased  a  part  of  the  Kenny's  property 
known  mm  Kenny's  Grove  and  began  constructing  an  amusement  park-  On  the  advice  of 
financier  todrew  Mellon ,  who  held  an  Interest  in  the  company,  the  name  "Kennywood" 
was  chosen  for  the  new  parkj  capitalizing  on  the  area's  already  established  reputa= 
tion  as  a  public  picnic  spot  •  In  the  beginning ,  the  park  drew  its  patrons  largely 
from  the  surrounding  working  class  population,  who  worked  mostly  in  tfie  mills  of 
the  Honongahela  "Btmml  Valley, "3 

The  tonongahela  Street  Hallway  Company  managed  the  Park  only  until  1900,  when  a 
merger  created  the  Pittsburgh  Street  Railway  Company,  Not  very  Interested  in  operating 
the  Park,  the  eonglomerate  leased  Kennywood  to  various  companies  for  several  seasons, 
then  reluctantly  reassumed  management  for  two  seasons,  and,  finally,  in  1906,  signed 
an  agreement  with  Andrew  S.  McSwigan,  Frederick  W,  Hennlnger,  and  A*  F*  Meghan  by 
which  the  latter  would  manage  the  Park,  The  McSwigan  and  Hennlnger  families  continue 
to  be  active  in  Its  management  today |  they  finally  acquired  full  title  to  the  land  in 
1971.^ 

Significance  of  Individual  Features  at  Kennywood 

Kennywood  notably  displays  the  work  of  John  A,  Miller,  who  has  been  dubbed  the 
"greatest  name  in  coaster  design."  Millar's  "Racer"  at  Kennywood  is  the  only 
surviving  single-track  racing  coaster  In  the  United  States.  His  "Jack  Rabbit" 
there  is  also  a  rare  survivor. 

Miller  was  the  most  prolific  designer  of  coasters  in  the  United  States,  with  more 
than  a  hundred  to  his  credit;  he  also  advanced  the  technology  of  the  field  by 
developlag  patented  designs  for  deep  dip,  racing,  bob,  and  third-wheel  coasters. 
The  third-wheel  coaster  was  an  especially  Important  innovation  because  it  permitted 
greater  speed,  deeper  dips,  and  more  extremely  banked  curves  than  had  been  possible 
hitherto. 5 

Two  other  structures  at  Kennywood  are  of  extreme  rarity.  The  "Noah's  Ark"  is  the 
last  of  its  type  in  the  country.  The  "Old  Mill"  Is  one  of  only  two  of  its  vintage 
still  operating  In  the  United  States,  (The  other  is  at  Playland  in  Rye,  N,Y,,  a 
property  also  proposed  for  National  Historic  Landmark  designation  as  part  of  this 
study.) 6 


Footnotes 


1 Interview,  Charles  J,  Jacques,  Jr.,  December  11,  1984. 

^Charles  J.  Jacques,  Jr.,  Kennywood,  Roller  Coaster  Capital  of  the  World  (Vestal, 
N.Y.:  Vestal  Press,  1982),  p.  1. 
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^Chairles  J,  Jacqries,  Jr.,  '♦John  A.  Miller,  The  Gtaatest  Name  in  Coaster  Design 
Part  Ij"  Anuaeaett  Park  jQurnal  5*  1< Spring  1983),  pp.  17,  18,  23,  ' 

^"Open  for  the  Season,"  Amusement  Park  Journal  2,  1  (March  1980),  p.  33* 
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Crescent  Park  Looff  Carousel  and  Shelter  Building 
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Crescent  Park  Carousel  Preservation  Association 
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5,  Location  of  Legal  Pescrlption 


courthouse,  registry  of  deeds,  etc. 


street  &  number 


City  Ifell 
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7.  Description 


CMtfltlofi 

JE^  excellent  deteriorated 

 good  ruins 

-  -  fair   unexposed 


D#seribft  the  pressnt  and  original 

Summary 


Cheek  en#  Check  one 

X    unaltered  X  original  site 

.  altered  moved  date 


{iff  known)  physical  appearaneti 


The  maGhtna  has  a  circular  wooden  platform  50'  ±n  diamater  with  four  figures  abreast ^ 
which  makes  it  larger  than  the  average  carousel.  No  two  of  Its  66  figures  ara 
exactly  alike >  another  unusual  eharacterlscle-  Zt  includes  56  jumping  horses  In  14 
sets  of  4^  four  ornately  carved  chariots  with  dragons  and  serpenta/and  six  station^ 
ary  figures  of  camels  and  horses.  Moat  of  the  figutes  probably  date  between  1905^ 
when  Looff  arrived  at  Crescent  Park»  and  1910/  when  he  left  for  Long  Beach* 
California.  b       -  ^ 


The  Carousel 


The  Creseent  Park  carousel  almost  surely  was  built  shortly  after  Its  manufacturer 
Charles  Looff  signed  a  lease  with  the  park's  owner  for  the  construetlin  and  oper- 
ation of  the  ride  In  April  1895.  It  was  extant  by  July  1€98,  when  a  photograph  of 
it  appeared  In  the  Frovldence  Journal  of  Commerce. 1 

Each  figure  fits  precisely  into  an  overall  design. ^  Each  horse  of  each  row  provides 
a  complementary  stance  and  attitude  to  those  to  Its  aides  as  well  as  those  In  front 
and  behind.    At  least  every  other  row  abreast  Is  all  whites  a  typical  Looff  pattern. 

The  trappings  and  embelllahjnents  of  this  jumping  horse  group  closely  match  descrip- 
tions and  Illustrations  of  an  1894  Austrian  Imperial  Court  "carrouselle/"  Their 
style  Is  that  of  Looff 's  mature^  or  third  and  final  parlod. 

Almost  equally  spaced  around  the  platform  are  four  stationary  chariots  flanked  on 
the  outside  by  six  stationary  carousel  figures.  The  two  larger  chariots  are  nearly 
identical  dragon-prowed  gondolas  originally  Intended  to  rock.  The  two  smaller 
chariots  feature  finely  carved  interwlned  serpents  and  are  the  work  of  Looff 's 
eldest  son  Charles.  There  are  no  other  known  chariots  similar  to  the  style*  quality^ 
or  carving  of  these  examples  by  the  younger  Looff  on  any  other  carousel. 

The  stationary  figures  flanking  the  chariots  are  all  much  older  than  the  Jumping 
horses.  The  camel  and  the  lone  gray  horse  (beside  the  pink  gondola)^  represent 
some  of  Looff's  earliest  work.  Both  date  from  1880,  They  feature  brass  tassels 
and  round  brass  rosettes  with  mirrored  centers  which  show  this  country's  first 
application  of  "Jewelling." 

Beginning  with  the  Crescent  Park  carousel^  Looff  began  using  one  or  two  exceptionally 
fine  examples  of  his  early  work  to  fill  the  stationary  positions.  No  other  existing 
Looff  carousel^  however^  presents  Looff's  own  carousel  history  as  completely^ 
orderly ^  or  dramatically  as  does  this  one. 

To  Looff »  the  relationship  between  a  carousel's  ornamental  framvv^^ork  and  Its  figures 
was  the   same  as  that   between  a  painting  and  its   frame.     On  a  Looff   carousel  the 
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framework's  function  w^B  to  preaenC  the  figufea  to  their  baat  advancage,  not  to 
eompate  with  chem.  His  frameworks  were  traditionally  all  white,  accented  only  by  a 
generous  use  of  gold  trim,  often  gold  leaf.  Early  Looff  carousel  rims  and  inner 
decorations  were  comprised  only  of  paintings  and  scenic  panels.  Later ^  mirrors 
were  introduced,  and  eventually  Looff  carousels  featured  all-mirror  rims.  The 
Crescent  Park  carousel  carries  a  mix  of  both  paintings  and  mirrors*  It  was  the 
last,  and  only  eKistlng,  of  the  Looff  carousels  produced  which  carried  both  the 
older  and  newer  Looff  trademarks  tn  rim  decorations.  Atop  the  center  post  is  a 
large  wooden    eagle,    approKlmately    4'    in    wlngspreadj     covered    with    gold  leaf. 

The  rim  and  center  facade,  enclosing  the  driving  mechanisms  are  in  a  florid  Neo- 
Baruque  style  typical  of  Looff 's  work,  but  somewhat  restrained  for  carousel  panels 
of  the  period*  The  band  organ  was  Installed  shortly  after  the  turn  of  the  century 
and  was  manufactured  by  A.  Ruth  and  Sohn,  a  noted  German  manufacturer.  For  a  time, 
Looff  served  as  their  sole  distributor  and  toerlcan  representative.  He  promoted 
the  sale  of  Ruth's  organs  to  accompany  his  carousels,  and  the  one  here  was  made 
especially  for  dtsplay  purposes*  Originally,  It  employed  a  94  keyless  organ  (played 
by  air  pressure)  using  cardboard  books;  but  this  was  replaced  early  on  by  a  Wurlitzer 
165  military  band  organ  roll  mechanism. 

The  elabarate  scrolls  and  swirls  of  the  Crescent  Park  carousel  band  organ's  facade 
are  reproductions  of  their  counterparts  embellishing  the  carousel  frmework.  This 
Is  no  accident.  Every  Loolf  carousel  *  from  at  lea^t  the  Crescent  Park  model  forwards 
was  equipped  with  one  of  these  large  Ruth  organs.  Although  Its  original  300  or  so 
pipes  are  still  Intact  and  fully  functional ^  its  operating  mechanism  was  converted 
several  years  ago  into  an  automatic  device  which  uses  only  a  small  range  of  the 
organ's  potential* 

Both  carousel  and  band  organ  were  initially  powered  by  steam  supplied  from  the 
Park's  central  plant.  This  source  has  been  replaced  by  a  15-horsepower ^  SSO-'volt, 
3-phase  electric  motor  within  the  pavilion.  Artificial  lighting  came  from  a  large 
gas  chandelier  suspended  over  the  centerpolei  its  fittings  remain  in  situ*  Probably 
by  the  1920s  *  the  gas  lights  were  replaced  by  ZS-watt  electric  bulbs  attached  to 
the  posts,  carousel  sweeps,  and  center  facades 3 

The  Shelter^ 

Specially  designed  pavilions  to  permanently  house  carousels  are  an  toerlcan  Innova- 
tion ^  probably  Looff's,  although  it  was  widely  copied  by  others*  In  this  case, 
Looff  s  design  Is  a  l4-sided  wood  frame  structure.  Its  roof  supported  by  two  rows 
of  vertical  posts  and  suspended  in  the  center  by  steel  tension  rods.  It  is  enclosed 
by  an  unadorned  frame  consisting  of  four  sliding  and  four  stationary  window  panels 
on  each  bay,  with  vertical  siding  below*  Four  bays,  and  originally  several  more, 
carry  two  sets  of  double-folding  doors  giving  access  to  the  interior.  Above,  each 
bay  has  3=panel  stationary  transom  windows  with  border  panes  of  colored  glass. 
This  articulation   is   repeated   at    the    clerestory,   on  line  with   the    Inner   row  of 
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postsa  The  multi-colored  panes  projecC  rays  of  coLored  light  onto  the  moving^ 
mirrored  surfaces  of  the  carousel's  framework  and  figures.  This  Illumination  by 
natural  light  was  developed  at  a  time  before  electrical  Illumination  was  practical. 
Vents  at  the  tip  of  the  conical  roofi  many  upper^level  windows ^  ground^level  doors » 
and  the  spinning  carousel  Itself  all  combined  to  form  a  primitive »  but  welcome ^  air 
conditioning  system.  Orglnally^  the  roof  rose  to  a  peak;  sometime  before  1909^ 
Looff  added  the  cupola  and  onion  dome. 

The  carousel  and  its  shed  remain  in  an  excellent  state  of  repairi  recent  painting 
of  the  figures  and  the  frame  as  well  as  the  shed's  interior  have  generally  confor^ied 
to  the  early  20th-century  coloration.  The  carousel  is  prominently  sited  on  a  slight 
rlse- 


Foot notes 

^Thls  description  draws  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  nomination 
form  prepared  by  Richard  W,  Longs treth  for  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Preservation 
Coomiisslon  in  1976* 

^The  bulk  of  the  carousel  description  Is  an  edited  version  of  that  appearing  in 
Gall  Durfeej  "The  Crescent  Park  Carousel Merry-Go-Roundup  5^4  (October  1978)^ 
pp*  7-9, 

^The  data  on  power  supply  is  taken  from  the  National  Register  form* 
^Ibid* 
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National 

Psried  Areas  df  Signlfieane#^Gh@ali  and  Justify  b#l6w 

prthlsfefic  archeology'prehistofle  community  planning  landscape  architnclure  rtligjon 

1400^1499  archiQidgy^historie  conaervatlpn  law  science 

1S0O-1S99  agriculture  tconomici  literature  sculpture 

1600-1699  architecture  tducatlen  military  social 

1T00-1799  art  engineering  muiic  humanitarian 

1S00-1S99  commerce  exploratf on  settlement  philosophy  .  theater 

A  .  1S00-  cammunicatloni  industry  politics  gavernment  transportation 

Invention  .X.  ether  <ipeolfy) 

^  .     .  ....  Rficreation.^^™ 

Spsaifie  dates  C*  1895,  dma "before  Buiider  Arehiieei  Charles  I.  D*  Looff       fCarousel  and  Shelter! 


Slatttmanl  of  Slgnifiaance  {In  &nm  paranraph) 

Summary 

The  Craeesnt  Park  carousel  is  the  largest ^  most  elaborate^  and  probably  beat  pre^ 
served  of  the  surviving  works  of  Charles  I.  D.  Looff ^  one  of  the  earliest  and 
foremost  manufacturers  of  carousels  In  the  United  States*  Because  It  served  as  his 
"showroom"  carousel  during  the  time  he  was  headquartered  In  East  Providence  (1905-40) ^ 
it  bears  some  of  the  finest  eKamplas  of  his  cafvlng. 

Very  few  carousels  In  the  country  have  been  so  little  altered.  Complete  with  Its 
original  shed  and  early  20th-century  band  organ  and  lightings  this  carousel  affords 
a  now^rare  eKample  of  the  earoiisel  eKperlence  as  it  was  In  Its  heyday. 

Crescent  Park  probably  is  also  the  oldest  extant  and  one  of  a  handful  remaining  of 
the  more  than  100  carousels  Looff  built  during  his  lifetime*!  (The  Looff  Carousel  at 
the  Santa  Cruz  Beach  Boardwalkj,  from  1911^  la  included ^  along  with  the  Looff  coaster 
there ^  elsewhere  In  this  study;  Its  shelter  Is  not  original.  The  Looff  Hippodrome 
[1916]  at  the  Santa  Monica  Pier  survives  and  has  been  restored;  It  la  also  Included 
In  this  study.     It  no  longer  has  a  Looff  carousel  In  It^  however.) 

History 

A  native  of  Schleswlg^Holateln^  Looff  immigrated  to  New  York  In  1870.2  Although  he 
was  trained  as  a  furniture  makers  he  soon  began  to  use  his  spare  time  constructing 
a  carousel  for  lalmer's  Pavilion  at  Coney  Island^  New  York  (1876).  The  first  on 
Coney  Island^  it  was  wildly  popular  with  the  public*  Looff  was  probably  the  first 
man  in  the  country  to  both  carve  the  horses  for  these  rides  and  to  make  their 
frames*  He  entered  the  business  full-time  In  1880 *  opening  a  plant  at  Greenpolnt 
In  Brooklyn*  His  operation  never  grew  to  be  a  large  one*  when  compared  to  such 
other  carousel  makers  as  the  Philadelphia  Toboggan  Company  or  Gustave  A*  Dentzel^ 
although  during  his  career  Looff  designed  and  built  carousels  throughout  the  United 
States.  He  did  much  of  the  carving  himself ^  and  closely  supervised  assistants  who 
joined  his  workshop.  The  quality  of  his  work  quickly  earned  him  a  considerable 
reputation* 

Several  orders  came  from  parks  In  Rhode  Island^  Including  Rocky  Point  In  Warwick 
(c.  1892^  destroyed)^  Boyden  Heights  In  East  Providence  (c*  1900^  moved  or  destroyed) ^ 
and  Crescent  Park. 3  Of  these  the  Crescent  Park  carousel  was  the  largest  and  most 
elaborate.  Here  he  opened  a  branch  factory*  In  1905 ^  when  his  Brooklyn  works  were 
condemned i  Looff  moved   to  last   Providence  and  made  the  plant   at   Crescent  Park  his 
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base  of  opg»£lan8.  The  plant  was  housed  in  an  unassimlng  weodsn  building  attached 
to  the  rear  of  the  Mrousel^  with  a  6-rooB  apartment  on  the  second  floor  probably 
aervlng  as  his  livlnf  quarters*  ( Although  it  had  long  since  ceased  to  serve  its 
original  funetlQni  this  structure  remained  until  recently.) 

Once  he  had  reloeaEed  in  East  Providenee^  Looff  embellished  the  Crescent  Park 
earousel  so  that  it  could  be  used  as  a  display  for  prospective  clients ^  although  it 
remained  a  working  carousel*  New  horses  were  added  over  the  next  few  years ^  each 
different^  and  each  representing  the  latest  model.  Thus^  the  carousel  is  eKtremely 
unusual ^  if  not  uniqi^^  in  its  variety^  for  a  carousel  generally  carries  about  five 
types  of  animals ^   with  additional  differentiation  coming  only  from  color  schemes. 

the  Crescent  Park  carousel  Is  a  veritable  museum  of  Looff 's  work.  Of  further  note 
is  the  fact  that  not  only  are  the  animals  and  frame  of  the  carousel  by  Looff  ^  but 
the  shed  enclosing  them  Is  of  his  design  as  well.  Unlike  many  carousel  houses  of 
the  period^  Looff 's  structures  were  polygonal^  reflecting  the  form  of  the  machine 
inside*  Ischewing  ornament^  the  shed's  multi-surfaced  mass  and  the  delicate 
articulation  of  its  glass  panes  provide  an  unusually  restrained  and  forthright 
visual  statement. 

Another  exceptional  aspect  of  the  carousel  is  its  excellent  state  of  preservation. 
Carousels  often  have  histories  of  being  moved  from  one  park  to  another,  and  of 
alterations  that  have  significantly  changed  their  original  character/  During  its 
existence^  the  Orescent  Park  carousel  has  remained  in  Its  original  location  and 
experienced  little  modification  after  Looff  left  East  Providence  in  1910.  A  prlncl^ 
pal  reason  for  this  Is  that  it  was  owned  and  operated  by  Looff *s  children  and 
grandchildren  until  1967* 

Crescent  Park,  itself^  was  noteworthy  among  Eastern  amusement  parks*  Started  by 
George  B*  Boyden  in  1886^  it  was  one  of  New  England's  major  parks  for  several 
decades^  and  was  the  oldest  in  continuous  operation  in  Rhode  Island*  By  the  turn 
of  the  century ,  it  occupied  more  than  300  acres ^  offering  a  large  variety  of  rides 
including  as  many  as  four  carousels  at  oncei  dining  facilities  for  1^000  people; 
the  region's  largest  dance  hall;  a  hotel!  and  a  niunber  of  cottages*  An  estimated 
50,000  to  75,000  people  visited  the  park  each  day  on  weekends  during  the  peak 
season* 

Over  the  past  quarter  century,  however^  Crescent  Park  declined  in  sii^e  and  prestige. 
During  the  1970s ^  It  experienced  financial  difficulties.  By  1979,  it  appeared  that 
the  Park  would  be  sold  at  auction  and  the  carousel  removed,  sold^  or  broken  up.  A 
determined  local  group  of  concerned  citizens ^  Save  Our  Carousel^  Inc.  (subsequently 
reorganised  as  the  Crescent  Park  Carousel  Preservation  Association),  sought  to 
retain  and  restore  the  carousel  in  the  community*  Although  the  Park  itself  has 
been  sold  and  its  other  features  removed^  the  Association  was  able  to  convince  the 
city  to  deed  the  carousel  and  its  Immediate  site  to  the  Association. 
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As  of  late  1985  J  the  AasoelmtiQn  had  eompleted  refurbishing  the  Looff  paviliQn  and  was 
making  progress  on  restoring  the  carousel's  figures  *  a  notably  expensive  propoiitlon*^ 


FpotnoteB 

^This  conelusion  is  based  on  a  review  of  the  Looff  entries  in  the  National  CarQUsel 
Asaociation  Census  (Los  Angelas,  Calif,  i  1583). 

^Biographiesl  data  and  information  are  drawn  from  Willi  Looff  Taueheri  "Looff  Family 
Photo  Memoirs,"  Carrousel  Art  (Special  Edition),  July  1982,  p.  2,  whleh  correlate  with 
data  in  the  National  fegister  of  Historic  Places  nomination  form  cited  in  Note  1  of  the 
Description. 

^The  remainder  of  this  section  is  a  revised  version  of  the  corresponding  section  of 
the  National  Register  of  Historic  places  nomination  form  elted  in  Note  1  of  the 
Description* 

^Crescent  Park  Carousel  Preservation  Association,  "The  Carousel  Restoration  Project" 
(E.  Providence,  E.I,:  1985),  leaflet. 
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De^rib*  the  pi^Mnl  and  original  (iff  kMwn)  physiMi  ap 

Bulbar  y 

The  Flying  Horse  Carouael  at  Watch  Hill  oparates  In  a  .imple  shelter  at  the 
aouthern  and  of  Bay  Strast,  about  200  yard,  from  the  ocean,  be.lda  the  town 
beaeh.  In  the  quiet  summer  resort  of  Watch  Hill,  Rhode  Island.!  The  carouael 
conBists  of  20  wooden  horses  ranged  2  abreast  and  auspendad  by  ehalns  from 
wooden  sweeps.  The  horse,  all  face  the  same  direction,  and  com.  in  two  alz... 
All  are  small  animals ,  naively  carved  and  quite  plain  when  compared  with  other 
horse,  attributed  to  Charles  W.  F.  Dare  ~  notably  those  on  the  Oak  Bluffs 
Masaacnusetts,  carousel.  ■»» 

Shelter 

The  shelter  is  a  small  decagonal  hip-roofed  pavilion  of  wood  frame  supported  by 
rough  cobblestone  columns.  The  structure  appears  to  have  bean  built,  or  much 
VJ^^P  opening  decadea  of  the  20th  century.    The  original  canopy  was 

Mt*a^  °/  rr*^'  Pwf-\"w"°^        '"P***!'   shingling.     A  low  picket  fence 

set  on  a  2-foot  oinderblock  baae  partially  encloses  the  spaces  between  the 
piers  and  keeps  over-eager  riders  out  of  the  path  of  the  "flying  horaas."  The 
floor  of   the   carouael    ahalter,    originally   of    sand,   is   now  poured  concrete." 

petalled  Data  on  the  Carouael 

Bach  horse  is  said  to  have  been  carved  from  a  single  block  of  wood,  although 
the  Isgs  appear  to  have   been  carved  separately,  and  each  horse  has  a  leather 
saddle  and   bridle   and   real  horsehair  tail  and  mane.     The   saddles,  bridles 
talis,  and  manes  have  been  replaced  several  times,  as  is  common  in  carousels 
but  the  horses'  agate  eyes  are  the  originals. 

Each  horse  is  suspended  from  the  heavy  wooden  framing  of  the  canopy  roof  by  a 
Cham  connected  at  the  rump  and  an  iron  bar  Joined  to  the  pommrl.  The  bar.  may 
have  been  sub.tltuted  for  original  neck  or  head  chains,  perhaps  in  an  attempt 
to  steady  the  steeda  and  limit  their  arc.  Aa  the  carouael  turns,  the  horses 
swing  out  by  centrifugal  force.  Hence  the  enduring  and  endearing  nana  "Flying 
Horse  Carousel.  -         "  ^^j*^"© 

in  addition  to  the  horses,  three  double  seats,  or  chariots,  were  originally 
included  for  those  too  old,  young,  or  timid  for  "free  flight."  These  vaniahad 
in  the  hurricane  of  September  21,  1938,  which  devastated  the  comunltyi  because 
it  has  been  Judged  that  the  sweeps  vmtm  too  old  and  weak  to  support  the  welBht 
of  seats,  they  have  not  been  restored  to  the  carousel.  All  the  horses,  on  the 
other  hand,  survived  the  hurricane  and  were  unearthed  from  sand  dunes  nearby 
where  the  force  of  the  wind  and  water  had  burled  them.  Most  of  the  carousel 
housing  also  survived  the  storm. 
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Mtaratlong  to  the  carousal  have  been  nacessitated  by  changas  In  teehnology  (motive 
powar  and  sourea  of  music) ,  by  the  hurricane  (raplacement  of  the  roof  framing  and 
cover  and  the  plckat  fence  and  the  loss  of  the  saats) ,  and  by  years  of  continued 
use,  Rastoration  of  the  shelter  and  horses  occurred  in  1961  and  again  In  1974* 
The  1961  work  included  strengthening  the  m^mmps  and  center  pole,  installing  new 
roofing  and  metal  work  and  a  paved  floor ,  and  application  of  fresh  coats  of  paint 
and  new  tails  and  manes  to  the  horses.  In  1974,  the  horses  received  more  detailed 
attention  from  lo?ii  cabinetmakers,  who  recarved  two  missing  legs  and  oversaw 
installation  of  new  leather  saddles  and  reins  and  flowing  horsehair  tails  and 
manes.  The  horses  were  also  stripped  and  repainted.  The  metal  stirrups,  which 
once  hung  by  the  horses*  flanks,  have  been  removed  in  an  effort  to  preserve  the 
wooden  bodirsf  and  riders  ~  now  limited  to  those  12  years  of  age  or  younger  —  are 
strapped  on  their  mounts* 


The  carousel  was  originally  powered  by  a  calico  horse,  who  spent  his  summers  walking 
in  circles,  and  music  was  provided  by  a  hand  organ, 2  tn  1897  horsepoi^r  gave  way  to 
water power,  which,  in  turn,  was  replaced,  about  1914,  by  electricity.  By  the  turn  of 
the  20th  century,  the  hand  organ  had  been  replaced  by  a  band  organ  which  played 
paper  rolls.  Music  is  now  provided  by  a  tape  player  Installed  in  1975  within  a 
copy  of  a  band  organ.    The  ring  dispenser  la  of  uncertain  date. 

Architectural  ornamentation  of  the  housing  Is  limited  to  a  scalloped  wooden  canopy 
edging  the  perimeter  of  the  revolving  frame  and  to  the  match-boarded  central  housing 
which  conceals  both  the  motor  and  the  tape  system.  Vlctorian=style  stencil  patterns 
have  recently  been  applied  to  the  housing  in  an  attempt  to  recapture  Its  period 
flavor , 


The  preservation  and  restoration  efforts,  carried  out  since  1948  by  the  Watch  Hill 
Improvement  Society  under  the  indefatigable  leadership  of  Mrs,  Harriet  C,  Moorei  the 
on-going  concern  of  its  owner,  the  Watch  Hill  Fire  Dlstricti  and  the  affection  in 
which  the  Flying  Horse  Carousel  is  held  by  the  general  public  testify  to  the  carousel's 
great  appeal. 

It  has  even  Inspired  a  book*  In  1960  the  French  children's  author  Paul  Jacques 
BonzDn  was  so  taken  with  the  carousel  that  he  wrote  a  story  about  it,  "Le  Petit 
Chevai  de  Bols,"  published  in  his  Contes  de  L'hlver.  The  story  was  translated  Into 
English  and,  with  illustrations,  published  In  the  United  States  in  1976,  as  The 
Runaway  Flying  Horse*  ^ 
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*Thlg  deserlptlon  tm  an  edited  version  of  that  appearing  In  the  National  Reglgter 
of  Historic  Places  nomination  form  by  Ancelln  V*  Lynch  of  the  Rhode  Island  Hiptor^ 
leal  Preservation  Comisalon  (1980)*  Mre,  Harriet  C.  Moore's  Around  and  Around^ 
the  Story  of  the  Watch  Hill  Carousel  (Westerly,  Rhode  Islands  Sun~ Graphics , "  19a0) 
was  also  helpful. 

^Mariana  Tallman,  Pleasant  Places  In  Rhode  leland*,^    CProvldence,  Rhode  Islandi 
Providence  Journal  Company ^   1894),  p.  29* 
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The  "Flying  Horse"  earouael  of  Watch  Hill^  Ehode  Island^'  and  the  "Flying  Horses" 
carousel  of  Oak  Bluffs^  Massaehusetts ^  are  alniost  certainly  the  two  oldest  extant 
carousels  In  the  United  ScaCes>  BeQauae  of  difficulties  attendant  on  dating 
carousels  it  is  not  possibie  to  determine  absolutely  which  Is  the  older«  Some 
experts  give  the  nod  to  Watch  Hill*  Because  the  two  are  somewhat  different  types ^ 
however^  both  are  excellent  representatives  of  the  early  era  of  carousel  manufacture 
in  the  United  States*     Both  have  also  been  on-site  for  exceptionally  long  periods « 


The  two  carousels  also  are  the  only  intact  surviving  examples  of  the  work  of  the 
Charles  W>  F*  Dare  Company  of  New  York  City^  one  of  the  major  carousel  manufacturers^ 
which  was  in  business  from  1866  until  1901  making  hobbyhorses  and  other  amusement 
devices* 


History 

The  Watch  Hill  carousel  Is  tentatively  dated  about  1876^  although  it  m&y  have  been 
built  several  years  earlier*^  The  carousel  at  Oak  Bluffs^  Martha's  Vineyaxdj  is 
also  dated  to  about  1876  because  its  horses  and  chariots  match  those  illustrated 
in  catalogs  issued  by  the  Dare  Company  in  1876  and  1878,  Because  the  horses  at 
Martha's  Vineyard  are  somewhat  more  elaborate  than  those  at  Watch  Hlll^  it  is 
possible  that  the  Watch  Hill  horses  may  be  more^  "primitive"  eKamples  of  Dare's  work 
from  as  early  as  1867* 


Price ^  rather  than  age^  on  the  other  hand^  may  account  for  the  differences  in  the 
two  carousels^  for  the  Dare  catalog  offered  custom  work  in  any  desired  size*  The 
party  ordering  on  Martha's  Vineyard  apparently  went  "whole  hog^"  ordering  the 
housing^  complete  with  platform  and  paintings^  as  well  as  the  horses,  direct  from 
Dare.  It  appears  that  at  Watch  Hill  only  the  horses  and  their  original  support 
system  and  mechanisms  came  from  the  Dare  Company i  the  ready  availability  of  stone 
may  explain  this  preference  for  a  locally  built  pavilion  or  price  may  have  made  the 
differences  It  is  unfortunate  that  ^atever  paintings  once  ornamented  the  Wateh 
Hill  housing  no  longer  survive* 

The  question  of  the  age  of  the  Flying  Horse  Carousel  at  Watch  Hill  is  of  interest » 
but  ultimately  of  relatively  minor  significance.  Whether  it  is  the  oldest  or  the 
second  oldest  in  the  nation^  it  is  an  important  a  rare  survivor  of  the  Charles 
Dare  Company's  work*  The  Charles  Ws  F*  Dare  New  York  Carousel  Company  was  in 
business  manufacturing  hobbyhorses  and  amusement  devices  for  "Sea^Side  &  Suoimer 
Amusements"  as  early  as  1866  and  continued  until  Dare's  death  in  1901.  The  company 
produced  three  types  of  carousels  and  accessories  and  other  amusement  paraphernalia 
such  as  ferrls  wheels^  shooting  galleries^  swings^  and  bowling  alleys. ^ 
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Th«  Plying  Horses   cama  to  Watch  Hill  as  part  of  a  travaling  carnival  about  1879.  

By  this  tltn«.  Watch  Hill  had  dav.loped  as  a  summer  resort,  featuring  several  hotels. 
The  era  of  cottage  building  had  begun  hare  about  1870.  the  same  year  a  bathing 
beach  T7lth  bathhouses  was  established.  It  was  adjacent  to  the  beach  that  tha 
carousel  was  set  up. 

The  resort  continued  to  grow  as  Improved  transportation  brought  Increasing  numbers 

lagl  ff'".-*'7^".''"  «v«"«"e  from  several  points,  and,  beginning  In 

1894,  a  trolley  line  terminated  at  the  carousel.  »      a  s 

By  the  time  the  trolley  closed  In  1921.  the  automobile  had  made  significant  Inroads. 
This  began  Watch  Hill's  decline  as  a  hotel  summer  resort,  and  today  only  one  S"ei 
survives.  Large  summer  houses  continued  to  be  built,  however,  and  despite  the 
devastating  1938  hurricane  —  In  which  15  lives  were  lost  In  the  town  and  53  houses 
■wept  out  to  sea  —  Watch  Hill  remained  a  reasonably  popular  community  for  wealthy 
summer,  and  year-round  residents.  The  Flying  Horse  Carousel,  which  operates  every 
year  from  June  through  Labor  Day,  continues  to  be  one  of  Its  singular  attractions 
a  landmark  known  and  valued  not  only  by  residents  throughout  Rhode  Island  and 
neighboring  Connecticut,  but  by  visitors  from  afar  as  well. 


iThla  conclusion  Is  based  on  study  of  the  entries  In  the  National  Carousel  Associa- 
tion  Census  (Los  Angeles,  1984)  and  Frederick  Fried,  "Flying  Horses  of  Martha's 
Vineyard  Offer  Surprise."  Antique  Monthly  (July  1974), 

2Most  historical  data  In  this  statement  has  been  revised  from  the  National  Register 
of  Historic  Places  nomination  form  by  Ancelln  V.  Lynch  of  the  Rhnde  Island  Historical 
Preservation  Conmisslon  (1980). 

SFrederlck  Fried.    A  Pictorial  History  of  the  Carousel    (New   ¥«rki      Bonanza  Books. 
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List  all  slates  and  eounlies  for  prdpertles  overlapping  state  or  aounty  boundaries 

atatt  _  _  _  pp^^  GQunty  eode 


state  code  aourity  oode 


1 1  ^  Form  Prepared  By 


namt/tltlt         Jamas  H.  Charleton,  Historian 


Qfganlzatlon  H±mt.n^y  n^^imi^ri^  kt^^-t^^^i  p^t-T^  ^or^^l^e  Auguet  1985  ^ 

street  &  number  xiQQ  l  streat,  nt^  tilephont     ^^^^^  343^165- 


clty  or  town         Waehington  slate  pg  20013^2127 

1 2,  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  Certtif leatlon 
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As  the  designated  State  Historic  Freservatjon  Off  leer  for  the  National  Historic  PrtstrvatiQn  Act  of  1988  (Public  Law  8i- 
6€S),  I  hereby  nominate  this  property  for  incluiion  in  the  National  Regisltf  and  certify  that  It  has  teen  evaluated 
aecording  to  the  criteria  and  procedures  set  forth  by  the  National  Park  Service. 
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Islandi     A  Preliminary  Report,"     Rhode  Island  Historical  Preservation 
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1.  Name 

Wallace  CirGue  Winter  Quartare 
historie      Quarters  (1921-29) 

(1892-1913) 1  American 

Circus  Corporation  Winter 

and  or  eommQn  Peru 

Circue  Farmi  valley 

2.  Location 

street  &  nurfiber     2.S  m. 

lies  aoutheaet  of  ci 

.ty  center 

— ^  not  for  pubiloation 

city,  town 

K 

vielnlty  of  Peru 

itate  Indiana 

code 

eounty  Miami 

code 

3b  ClassifiOf 

ation 

Oaiegdry 

^_  district 
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.  structure 

^.  site 

 object 


Ownership 

.  ^  public 
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_^  both 

Public  Aequialiieii 

 in  process 

.  ^  being  considered 


Status 

^  occupied 

 unoc€Upied 

— ^  work  in  progresi 
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.^no 


4,  Owner  of  Property 


Preaerit  Use 

^  agHcyiture 

^  commercial 

^  educational 

 entertainment 

— .  government 

industrial 
 military 


—  museum 
^  park 

private  residence 

 ^  religious 

— ^  scientific 

— ^  transportation 

other: 


name  Valley  Fams,  Inc.  c/o  Mr.  Lyman  Bond 
itrtet  &  number     13555  114th  Street 


city»  town 


Noblesville 


.  vicinity  of 


state  Indiana 


S.  Looation  of  Legal  Pesoriptlon 

coyrthouse,  registry  of  deeds,  ete>  Courthouse 


street  &  nymber 


city,  town  Peru 


Jtete  Indiana 


6.  Representation  in  Ixlstinfl  Surveys 
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None 
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^ —  federal  state   county   local 
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7.  Description 


Qoniilliiiii  Cheek  one  Oheak  en# 

^  excellent  deteriorated       .    uniltered  X  original  site 

^  geod  =  ^  ruins  ^ .  altered  ,  moved  date 

 ^  fair   unexpostd 


P«B€rlb«  tho  presont  and  driginal  (iff  known)  physical  appearance 

B^maary 

the  principal  "Circus  Fr- a"  of  Faru  is  that  used  sequentially  by  Banjamln  Wallace, 
the  ^erican  Circus  Corporat.ton,  and  the  Mngllngs  between  1892  and  193^/  The 
structures  remaining  on  it  from  the  circus  era  date,  in  their  present  conflgura- 
tiona,  from  the  1920s,  an  era  of  great  prosperity  in  the  business i  some  incorporate 
earlier  Wallace  quarters  structures.  Although  these  buildings,  which  now  serve  a 
prosperous  working  farm,  do  not  display  conspicuous  evidence  of  their  glamorous 
past  on  their  exteriors,  close  eKamlnatlon  reveals  relations  to  their  former  use* 
And,  though  a  nmber  of  the  structures  in  the  circus  quarters  complex  are  gone,  the 
principal  buildings  that  constituted  its  core  are  relatively  well  preserved  'from 
the  circus^era. 

The  principal  surviving  structures  Include  the  Godfroy  (Godefroy)  House,  the  only 
building  on  the  property  that  clearly  antedates  Wallace's  arrival  there  in  1892 1 
the  Wagon  Shop  and  the  Elephant,  Hippo,  and  Cat  Barn,  both  outsize  wooden  barns 
with  ample  second-story  spaces i  and  the  concrete  Tiger,  Lion,  and  Bear  Barn,  linked 
to  the  Elephant,  Hippo,  and  Cat  Barn.  The  former  Office  structure  of  the  quarters 
also  survives,  as  does  the  outline  of  the  Sells^Floto  Pony  Stables'  training  ring. 

Other  structures  In  the  quarters  area  have  been  destroyed  over  time*  Several  of 
them  fell  prey  to  fire,  a  persistent  foe  of  circus  structures  that  limits  severely 
the  posfllbilitles  for  the  preservation  of  structures  associated  with  the  Industry. 
Others  have  been  pulled  down  over  time  to  accomodate  farm  needs.  The  demolished 
structures  Include  the  Sells-^Floto  and  Hageabeck  Horse  Stables  (burned  1946) i  the 
Paint:  Shop  (down  by  1941);  a  series  of  corrals  and  pony  stables  to  the  northwest  of 
the  major  barns |  the  425 •-long  Wagon  and  Baggage  Shed|  the  Sells-Flo to  Pony  Stables, 
or  iang  Barn  (torn  down  in  1958),  between  the  barns  and  the  housei  a  wagon  storage 
barn  (to  the  southeast  of  the  house) |  the  John  Robinson  Stable  (east  of  the  house); 
and  bunkhouses  and  other  small  structures  (also  to  the  rear,  or  east,  of  the  house)! 
A  residence,  adjacent  to  the  Godfroy  House,  was  used  by  the  Mnglinga.  It  stood 
where  the  present  swimming  pool  now  rests. 


Godfroy  House 

The  Godfroy  House,  the  front  block  of  which  is  a  substantial  2=story,  S^bay  brick 
structure  of  unknown  construction  date,  was  the  centerpiece  of  a  prosperous  farm 
long  before  Wallace  acquired  it  In  1891  and  is  of  more  than  passing  interest  as  the 
home  built,  probably  in  the  1850s,  for  Gabriel  Godfroy |  Gabriel's  father  Francis, 
a  chief  of  the  mami  Indians,  received  confirmation  of  his  title  to  the  land  on 
which  it  rests  from  the  U.S.  Government  In  1826.  Enlarged  substantially  during  the 
circus  years.  It  served  as  a  dining  hall  for  wortoen,  or  "roustabouts,"  who  resided 
In  bunkhouses  behind  it , 
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During  thlfl  umm  several  frme  additions  were  made  to  the  rear  and  the  south  slde| 
the  latter  has  been  removed «  The  prlnelpal  faeade  at  one  time  featured  a  l^story 
porch  spanning  Its  length;  this  has  been  removed  and  replaeed  by  a  simple  eneloied 
portieo  that  serves  as  the  main  entranee  to  the  house*  The  large  rear  addition « 
now  elad  id^th  wood  siding^  remains  intact « 

The  Godfroy  House  has  apparently  been  remodeled  several  times  on  the  Interior,  The 
prlnelpal  bloek  appears  to  have  started  out  on  a  center  hall  plan  with  paired  rooms 
to  both  sides  on  the  two  levels.  This  portion  of  the  structure  retains  its  high 
ceilings  and  thick  walls*  The  present  arrangement  of  rooms  reflects  some  adapta^ 
tions  made  by  the  present  oimers.  The  exact  character  of  changes  that  may  have 
been  made  to  the  house's  earlier  configuration  during  Its  service  as  a  dining  hall 
for  the  circus  are  unlmown» 


The  Circus  Barns 

The  Wagon  Shop  (1922)  and  the  Elephant ,  HippOi  and  Cat  Bam  (1923)  are  oversize 
wooden  structures  of  nearly  Identleal  slie  (ISO*  longt  72'  wide,  and  40'  high)  with 
grabrel  roofs;  they  have  ranges  of  1-^story  concrete  block  wings  to  both  sides  that 
contain  stalls  designed,  respectively p  for  wafons  and  repair  machinery  and  for  the 
circus  animals I  elephants  were  tethered  in  the  center  of  the  floor  in  the  latter* 
Although  minor  features  of  both  structures  have  been  modified  on  their  Interiors, 
no  fundamental   changes  have   occurred  in  either  exterior  or  interior  appearance* 

The  concrete  Tiger »  Lionj  and  Bear  Barn,  linked  to  the  Elephant,  Hippo j  and  Cat 
Barn I  Is  a  2-story  structure  of  concrete  that  incorporates,  at  its  ends,  structures 
built  for  Wallace  early  during  his  use  of  the  farm.  Its  small  high  windows ,  high 
on  the  walls  I  give  It  a  forbidding  prlson^llke  appearance,  but  this  placement  of 
the  windows  was  dictated  by  the  need  to  keep  the  animals  safely  confined « 


Other  Structures  and  Features 

The  former  **Clrcu8  Farm  Office,"  adjacent  to  the  road  past  the  quarters,  is  extant* 
It  is  a  simple  l^story  frame  cottage  with  a  smaller  addition  to  the  rear.  IDhe 
addition  has  been  put  up  since  the  circus  era* 

The  present  owners  have  kept  in  place  the  large  carved  stone  posts  that  stand  at 
the  sides  of  the  entrance  to  the  former  main  driveway,  to  the  right,  or  south,  of 
the  front  facade  of  the  house*  They  are  one  of  the  more  noticeable  clrcus=era 
decorative  features  that  remain  in  place  on  the  farma 
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Other  Psru^Area  Circus  Structures 

Other  Peru— area  structures,  nona  of  which  are  included  in  this  nomination,  ware 
also  associated  with  Wallace  and  his  succassors*  His  first  quarters,  which  he  used 
until  1892,  was  ©n  his  brother  John's  farm  several  miles  farther  from  Peru,  Only 
the  farmhouse  and  a  single  barn  survive*  Housii^  that  Wallace  constructed  for  his 
circus  workers  (Wallace  Rew)  survives  Just  south  ©f  Peru  en  route  from  the  town  t© 
the  winter  quarters.  The  in-t©TO  rallf©ad  yard  and  its  structures,  ©n  a  S-acre 
tract  where  the  circus  massed  f©r  Its  r©ad  trips,  have  been  obllterited  by  fire. 
Extensive"  landh©ldings  that  Wallace  acquired  with  his  circus  earnings  can  be  iden- 
tified! while  s©me  may  have  been  used  for  circus  purposes,  none  wre  as  intimately 
associated  with  it  as  the  "Circus  Farm." 


F©QtnQte 

iThis  description  is  derived  from  historic  descrlpti©ns  published  in  Chalmer 
Condon,  "Benjamin  E*  Wallace's  Winterquarters Bandwagon  (July-August  1964), 
pp.  7-10,  and  Charles  Wirth,  "The  New  Circus  'Home*  at  Peru i"  Billbuard  (August  l! 
1923),  as  reprinted  in  Bandwagon  (July-August  1964),  pp.  13-18,  Both  contain 
sketch  maps.  Wlrth's  article  reproduces  a  map  done  by  the  Indiana  Inspection 
Bureau  in  1929,  a  copy  of  which  appears  with  this  nomination.  This  map  was  espe- 
cially helpful  in  determining  the  dates  and  uses  of  structures  and  the  extent  ©f 
modifications  to  them,  a  task  performed  during  an  onsite  visit  by  the  author  ©f 
this  form  in  December  1984. 
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Slatamant  of  Significanoa  {In  one  p^rasraph| 

Summary 

The  Peru  J  Indiana  ^  clrGus  winter  quarterg  used  by  Benjamin  ("Ben*')  E,  Wallace  and 
his  suQceseora  contains  several  of  the  few  remaining  structures  associated  with  the 
heydey  of  the  toerlcan  circus.  Only  the  somewhat  earlier  Eingllng  structures  at 
BaraboQj  Wisconsin,  which  have  already  been  recognlged  as  a  National  Historic 
Landmark J  compare  with  them. 

Between  the  Civil  War  and  the  Great  Depression ^  the  traveling  toerican  circus 
flourished  In  a  manner  never  known  before  or  since.  The  essential  completion  of 
the  American  rail  system  made  it  possible  to  bring  great  circuses  to  all  major 
conmunlcies*     Local    sideshows    blossomed    into    enterprises    of    great  dimensions. 

Preeminent  among  the  circus  impresarios  In  this  "golden  era"  were  Barnum  and  Bailey 
and  the  Ringlings,  Other  important  figures  who  belong  in  any  pantheon  of  great 
circus  showmen  are  Benjamin  Wallace  of  PerUi  Indiana,  and  his  successors  in  the 
American  Circus  Corporation  (Jerry  Mugivanj  Edward  M,  Ballard,  and  Bert  Bowers), 
Wallace  started  in  the  business  the  same  year  as  the  Eingllngs  and,  with  themj  gave 
the  more  established  Barnum  and  Bailey  a  run  for  their  money,  Wallace,  like  his 
competitors.  Insisted,  with  some  merit,  that  he  had  the  "greatest  show  on  earth*" 
The  toerican  Circus  Corporation  laid  claim  to  similar  distinction  before  selling 
out  to  the  Ringlings  in  September  1929, 

History 

Peru's  renown  as  "Circus  City"  began  with  "Ben"  Wallace,  a  Civil  War  veteran  who 
operated  a  livery  stable  business  that  had  grown  into  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
State  by  the  early  1880s. ^  Beginning  in  that  period,  Wallace,  Initially  with  a 
partner ,  acquired  the  remains  of  several  circuses  at  auctions ,  and ,  in  the  spring 
of  1884,  set  out  of  Peru  with  "Wallace  and  Co.'s  Great  World  Menagerie,  Grand 
International  Mardi  Gras ^  Highway  Holiday  Hidalgo,  and  Alliance  of  Novelties,"  This 
grandiosely  nmed  but  relatively  small  J^ring  show  toured  Virginia  and  Kentucky  and 
enjoyed  an  eKcellent  season «    He  had  nine  "cars"  the  next  year* 

Over  the  next  two  decades,  Wallace  plowed  much  of  his  profits  back  into  the 
business,  progressively  lengthening  his  tours  and  enlarging  his  shows.  He  took 
to  the    rails    with   15    cars    in   1886,    4   years    in   advance   of   the    Ringlings,  By 
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ibyjj  he  Haa  cieubTed  cne  snow's  size  again,  Hven  In  the  lUyUsi  "his  travaiing 
menagerie  was  relatively  eKtensivei     for  example  *  in  1895  ha 

carried  ,,,5  elephants s  5  camels,  2  yak^  2  llaniii  4  ostriches s  1  aae^ed  ox,  3 
zebra  and  20  cages.  The  big  top  was  a  180  fti  with  4-50  ft.  mlddl&  pieces* 
The  menagerie  top  wae  an  80  with  5=40*s*  The  dressing  tent  was  70  ft.  with 
1^40*  40  trunks  were  on  the  gentlemen's  side  and  26  on  the  ladies.  Tt^^re  were 
6^8  horse  drivers;     9-6  horse  drivers  and  7-four  horie  drivers. ^ 

Wallace's  shows  grew  bigger  and  bigger.  This  was  partially  because  he  required 
other  circuses  and  merged  them  into  his,  including  the  La  Pearl,  1899|  Carl  Hagen- 
beck,  1907|  and  part  of  the  Morris  ^  Eowe,  1910.  After  the  1907  merger,  tlie  com-- 
blnatlon  was  dubbed  the  Hagenbeck'-Wallace,  including  the  "Carl  Hagenbacfc  Animal 
Show"  and  the  "Great  Wallace  Show  of  Human  Parforieri,"  although  Hagenfceck  was 
effectively  shut  out  of  the  circus  he  had  started,  with  Wallace's  principal  partner 
being  John  C.  Talbot  of  Denver. 3  At  that  point,  only  the  Ringllng  Brotha^a  Barnum 
and  Bailey,   formed  by  similar  merger  the   same  yeafj  was  an  effective  competitor. 

In  1913,  Wallace,  giving  into  his  age  and  his  deslri  to  retire  from  the  huriy-'burly 
of  life  on  the  road,  sold  his  circus  interests,  exsapt  for  the  farm  near  Paru  on 
which  since  1892  he  had  been  wintering  th^^  circus*^  The  circus  Itself  was  acquired 
by  a  syndicate,  dubbed  the  Carl  Hagenbe^ik  i-nd  Great  Wallace  Shows  Gompaays  Tirtilch 
was  owned  by  Talbot,  Wallace's  erstwhile  partner;  Edward  M.  ("Ed")  Ballard,  a  hotel 
and  casino  operator  from  West  Baden  Sprin|js,  Indlanai  and  G.  E,  Corey,  lace's 
nephew. 5  Ballard  was  the  main  power  In  the  firm  and  he  gave  reign  to  his  desire 
to  house  the  Hagenbeck-Wallace  Circus  at  W.  Baden  Springs,  moving  It  newly 
constructed  quarters  there  after  the  1914  season. 

The  syndicate  had  rented  the  Peru  quarters  for  Hagenbick^Wallace  In  1913 — 14*  In 
the  next  few  years,  other  circuses  under  other  ©wnars  rented  them  from  Wallace: 
the  Howe's  Great  London,  Robinson's  Famous  Shows,  John  Robinson,  and  Sells— Flo  to. 
Finally,  in  1921,  on  Wallace's  death,  his  estate  sold  the  quarters  to  the  .i^toerican 
Circus  Corporation,  a  holding  company  that  controlled  all  of  the  circuses  Darned  in 
this  paragraph.  Ballard  was  a  key  figure  in  the  new  corporation,  along  wl«ti  Jerry 
Muglvan  and  Bert  Bowers* 

This  great  circus  conglomerate  enhanced  and  expanded  tha  Peru  Quarters,  adding  many 
new  buildings,  mostly  in  1922=23.  They  also  operated  the  quarters  as  a  type  of 
"zoo'*  ("Circus  City  Zoological  Gardens")  during  the  off  ieasons.  Tom  MIk  and  Clyde 
Beatty  were  human  attractions  who  complemented  the  aninial  collection,  whicla.  at  one 
point  featured; 

6  giraffes,  3  hippopotami,  30  camels,  40  elephants,  125  lions  and  tigers,  500 
blooded  horses,  200  dogs  and  ponies.  Llamas,  iibras,  monkeys,  puma^  ^  black 
panthers,  polar  bears,  Russian  bears,  Himalayan  bears,  ostriches,  [aiLd]  Many 
other  species  of  wild  animals  all  imported  from  the  foreign  jungles.^ 
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The  Corporation  continued  to  winter  the  John  Eoblnson  at  the  Peru  Quarters  through 
the  1923—24  winter,  and  had  Sells-Flo t©  there  also.  In  1924-2S  Ballard  weleomed 
John  Rob Inson  to  his  W«  Badan  Springs  quarters}  and  sent  Haganbaek-Wallace  back  to 
Peru,  luring  the  rest  of  the  1920s i  Haginbeek^Wallace  remainad  at  Peru^  Joined 
by  Sills— Floto  baginnlng  in  1925 ,  and  Jo\m  Robinson  at  the  close  of  the  1928  road 
saason^  when  Ballard  closed  do^m  the  W.  Baden  Springs  quarters.*  In  1929s  the 
toerican  Circus  Corporation  aequlrid  mmil  two  more  saaller  circuses g  the  Sparks 
and  Al  Q#  Barnes. 

The  fiime  yiari  "Ed"  Ballard,  in  Midwestern  parlance ,  "euchred"  the  Rlnglings  out  of 
a  vaiued  Hadiion  Square  Garden  billing.  John  Ringling  then  determined  to  buy 
Ballard  out.  With  luck  or  foresight,  of  both,  Ballard  decided  to  sell.  He  cleared 
a  riported  $2  million  on  the  deali  concluded  in  September  1929.  Ringling  became 
the  undisputed  m^sver  of  the  eircus  induitry  and  the  owner  of  the  Peru  circus 
quarters  * 

Initially,  Ringling  kept  all  three  circuses  ivi  Peru.  The  wrsening  Depression  led 
him  to  slieive  John  Robinson  in  1931  and  Sellfi=Floto  in  1933 1  they  combined  elements 
of  thgse  shows  with  the  Hagenbeck-WalXacii  which  toured  even  in  1933  and  1934* 
Furthir  Mtrenchingp  Ringling  combined  Hagenbeck=Wallace  with  another  of  their 
circuses  ^  the  Forepaugh^Sells  ^  for  1933^  and  did  not  put  the  show  on  the  road  at 
all  in  1936.  Under  lease  in  1937,  the  combined  shows  enjoyed  a  good  aaason,  but 
finally  perished  in  the  recesaion  of  1938,  when  they  took  to  the  road,  but  never 
cami  bacK  from   California.     Huoh  of    their  equipment   was    dispersed    from  there. 

In  the  distressed  state  of  the  circus  industry,  the  quarters  complex  was  an  impedl^ 
menCi  Beginning  in  1938,  distinctive  circus  equipment  was  sold  off  or  destroyed. 
In  1941 ,  when  the  Rlnglings  decided  to  sell  the  quarters ,  a  great  wagon  burning 
reduced  to  ashes  many  of  the  highly  decorated  vehicles  that  had  graced  the  circuses. 
By  1944  ,  when  Emil  Shram,  former  prealdent  of  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange,  purchased 
the  property,  most  of  the  circus  equipment  and  moveable  trappings  had  been  removed 
or  disposed  of. 

SlnGi  1944,  the  great  "Circus  Farm"  has  bean  an  active,  prosperous,  and  more  tradi= 
clonal  fa.rm.    ^11  Shram  and  memberi  of   his  family  continue  active  in  its  operation. 


*Thi  W,  Baden  Springs  quarters  were  demolished  in  the  1940s.  Only  Ballard's  resi- 
dence ("Beechwood")  and  the  W.  Baden  Springs  Hotel,  in  the  atrium  of  which  the 
circuB  occasionally  performed,  recall  the  circus  history  of  that  community,  (The 
W*  Biden  Springs  Hotel  is  being  studied  for  possible  National  Historic  Landmark 
designati.on  as  a  part  of  this  studyO 
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FoQtnotea 


Chalmer  Condon,  "B*E*  Wallace,"  Bandwagon  (July-Augugt  1964),  pp*  3-6,  Is  the 
main  baala  of  the  following  summary  of  Wallace's  earaar. 

2 

Ibid.,  p.  5. 


Fred  D*  Pfanlg,  Jr. 
1964),  p,  12. 


'How 


Wallace    Bougnt    Hagenbeck,"    Bandwagon  (July-August 


Chalmer  Condon,  o^.  clt,,  p.  6* 


The  account  of  Ballard's  career  and  the  later  days  of  the  circus  at  Peru  Is 
derived  from  Joseph  T.  Bradbury,  "Circus  Activity  at  Peru,  1913-1944,"  Bai^wagon 
(July=August  1964),  pp.  19^27,  and  the  following  chapters  In  C,E,  Ballard,  The 
Bal lards  in  Indiana  (Peru,  Ind.i  C,E,  Ballard  Literary  Trust,  1984) i  "The  Circuses 
in  West  Baden,  Indiana,"  pp.  81-891  "The  Circus  in  Peru,  Indiana,"  pp.  91-104^  and 
"The  Circus  Farm,"  pp,  123-127. 
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GMtllWliOT 


Vgrbal  BouBdagy 

A  roughly  reacangulAr  traet  bouiided  by  a  lina  dram  northwest  800 •  along  Indiana 
124  from  thm  mBBtrnttmomt  of  the  two  stona  racranoe  gates  to  the  Godfroy  Bouse,  then 
running  on  a  line  30  degrees  east  of  north  700' ,  then  on  a  line  30  degreee  south  of 
east  §00'*  and  returning  via  a  line  dram  30  degrees  west  of  south  some  700'  to  the 
point  of  beginnings  said  tract  including  all  the  extant  eireus-^related  struetures 
Inventoried  In  this  study. 
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Peru  Quadrangle 
UTM  References i 
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D  16/582  700/4511  910 
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Qodfroy  HDuse,  Wallace  Circus  Wijitar 
^Qiaarters.     (James  H-  Oi^leton^  Natioiml 
P^k  ^Evice,  1984) 
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Location  of  Legal  Pescription 

courthouse,  registry  of  deeds,  etc.      Konx  Obun'^  Oourthouse 
street  &  number 
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city,  town     Ttm  toora 


state 
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6a  Representation  in  Existitifl  Surveys 


title  Bsdjie^  lianorial  Gate 
date  1966 


has  this  property  been  determined  eligible?   ^  yes      ^  no 

federal    ...^  state         county  local 


depository  tor  survey  records  Ybrk  Ci^  Lm^mrlm  Q^sgion  ...  .  =^ 
€ity,  town  York  City  


state     Ng^  York 
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7,  Description 


^_  excellent         _  deteriofated 
-X  good  _-_  ruins 
 fslp  unexposed 


D#serib#  th«  pressnl  and  Qriglnal  (if  known)  physical  appearanee 

Sucamary 

The  historic  acructureSs  buildings,  and  features  at  the  New  York  locaogical  Park 
(Bronx  Zoo)  are  scattered  over  the  Park's  252  acres,  one  of  the  larfest  tracts 
occupied  by  any  urban  eoo*  A  cluster  of  historic  features j  the  Balrd  Court j  will 
be  described  first.  The  other  features  are  dlfipersed  over  nhfe  grounds.  Only  the 
features  referenced  here  are  regarded  as  contj^lbutiag  to  the  national  sl^  tflcanee 
of  the  Zoo*i 

BAIRD  (ASTOR)  COURT  (1901-22) 

This  S-acre  plaza  in  the  north-central  section  of  the  Park  is  bounded  by  the  Rainey 
Gate  concourse  and  Fountain  Circle  on  the  north  and  the  Animal  Riding  Track  and 
Elephant  House  on  the  south.  Named  for  Spencer  Balrd ,  a  19th-century  naturalist 
who  founded  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries,  the  Court  was  once  the  principal 
animal-exhibit  area  in  the  Zoo-  Five  of  the  six  Beaux  Arts  buildings  surrounding 
the  Court  were  erected  between  1901  and  1910.  The  last,  designed  as  a  museum  for 
trophies,  dates  to  1922 •  Three  of  the  buildings  (the  Monkey  House,  the  Carnivore 
House,  and  the  Elephant  House)  are  still  used  for  animals.  The  Administration 
Building  and  the  Education  and  Development  Center  house  offices  *  and  the  latter  a 
small  auditorium.  The  old  Large  Bird  House,  closed  for  renovation,  exhibits  a 
small  collection  of  owls  In  cages  along  its  east  side -2 

Monkey  (former  Primate)  House  (1901) 

The  Monkey  House  is  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Balrd  Court,  It  formerly  held  38 
wire-fronted  cages  on  the  Inside,  with  another  11  outdoors  along  the  east  slde^ 
Upwards  of  twenty  species  of  primates—including  some  of  the  larger  anthropoid  apes 
~  were  shown. 

After  renovation  In  the  late  1950s,  it  was  renamed  the  Monkey  House.  Indoor  displays 
were  reduced  to  half  the  original  number,  glass  fronts  replaced  wire,  and  simulated 
natural  habitats  were  built  In  several  of  the  larger  displays*  The  number  of 
outside  enclosures  was  reduced  to  three,  reserved  for  hardier  species. 

Sea  Lion  Pool  (1906) 

Near  the  center  of  Balrd  Court,  the  Sea  Lion  Pool  la  a  marine  display  Ineludlng 
several  small  islands  and  a  rocky  shore.  The  pool  has  a  maximum  depth  of  7*.  The 
exhibit  was  enlarged  to  more  than  twice  its  original  size  in  1980,  This  renovation, 
completed  in  1981,  included  the  addition  of  the  rocky  beach  and  shallow  tidal 
pools -3 
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CaFnlvora  (former  Lion)  House  (1903) 

Elephant  Home  fl9nH^ 

SuSL"'«ith'' ha'"uiSli^"e  "nLf  f!^"  *"*'»»^-  "  .oog.ograklc  display" 

animal  faciLt^  in  t^a  mW=197o"  ""ovation,    terminated   its   ua.  aa  an  Ldooi 

8paciL""'4h«''ioo°"a"rrJi/."^'  If  f*^''"^^  Houaa  .«   being  developed  for  aoclal 

aSd  h^y   breaks       Bec^seM'Tte   iLa  "n^si''  ^^"/""i-  ^-^^i  '"--"^^  ho«a 

Baar  Dens  (1899) 
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This  was  accomplished  by  running  a  masonry  wall  along  the  spine  ©f  the  ridge ^  aepa= 
racing  a  high  western  enclosure  from  a  lower  one  on  the  east*  Another  masonry  wall 
on  the  south  contains  the  bears  on  that  side.  A  rockwork^covered  structure  on  the 
north  conceals  a  service  building  honeycombed  with  corridors ,  work  areas,  and  sleep- 
Ing  dens  for  the  bears.  Moats ,  13'  wide  by  15'  deep^  hidden  by  plantings  along  the 
fronts  provide  visitors  with  an  unobstructed  view. 6 


African  Plains  (1941) 

The  opening  of  the  "African  Plains"  in  1941  marked  the  beginning  of  a  new  era  at 
the  Zoological  Park  and  set  the  pattern  on  which  it  has  developed  since  then. 
Earlier s  all  of  the  larger  animals  in  the  collection  were  eKhiblted  with  either 
wire  or  bars  separating  them  from  the  visitors,  and  In  many  cases  from  each  other* 
Here  on  the  "Plains"  both  predators  and  prey  can  be  seen  much  as  in  nature.  Some 
10  acres  of  the  "African  Plains"  were  the  original  range  of  the  Zoo's  bisons  first 
acquired  in  1899,  the  year  the  Zoo  opened.  The  bison  now  occupy  a  3^acre  tract 
near  the  north  end  of  the  Zoo,^ 


Wildfowl  Pond  (1899) 


Situated  in  a  grassy  meadow  east  of  the  Pheasant  Aviary,  the  l-=acre  Wildfowl  Pond 
is  the  main  display  area  for  the  Zoo's  collection  of  waterfowli  ducks,  geese,  and 
swans  from  around  the  world.  The  pond  has  a  compressor-powered  alr*-bubble  system 
to  help  keep  the  water  from  freezing  during  the  winter, 

Pheasant  Aviary  (1905) 

The  Pheasant  Aviary,  in  the  southeastern  corner  of  the  Parkj  has  19  heavily  planted 
outdoor  displays  with  a  shelter  building  running  along  its  entire  rear  at  the  north 
end  and  a  free-standing  aviary  with  separate  Indoor  quarters. 

The  Aviary,  designed  for  gallinaceous  birds  and  pigeons,  was  renovated  in  the  late 
1960s,  This  modernisation  reduced  the  number  of  displays  and  added  plants «  pools, 
and  streams. 

Small  Hamals^  House  (1904) 

A  long,  low  white  structure  with  a  red  roof,  the  Small  Mamals  House  Is  in  the  center 
of  the  Park,  west  of  the  Great  Apes  House  and  the  Reptile  Housei  visitors  enter  at 
the  south  end  through  an  archway  shared  with  the  Ostrich  House.  All  eKhlbite  in 
the  Small  Mammals  House  are  small  and  shallow,  affording  close-up  views  of  shy 
species .3 
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In  the  more  than  75  years  alncB  it  opened,  the  Small  Mammala  Houae  has  unde«one  . 
Raptlle  Housa  (1899) 

or  ivy*  Its  incarlor  has  been  ranovated  in  1954  and  1969.10  Mt^wtn 
Eaglas  and  Vuiturea  Avlagy  (1912) 

The  Eagleg    and   Vulturaa   Aviary    ©paned   In   1912  or  4 

blrds—lncluding  hawks  and  fa^l  JnS^rap.esentk  If  a  .er^^^^^  "ptorlal 
cages  that  curved  in  a  sweeping  arc  for  210"  on  tte  weste  "^dge  of  "Blrd^Vallay"? 
between  the  Aquatic  Birds  Building  and  the  present-day  Children's  ZooJl 

The  largest   cage  was  in  the  center  and  meaaured  24'    by  24>-   Its  dome  ^lr-^ 
2i'«"fo"al""".  "l"""  Srillwork.    roae   to   32..     The  othL  diipLys   Sad  down  i^ 
size  to  six    hawk    cages,  each  about  half  the  size  of  the  centLflilht  section  A 
Each"  *l°nf  the  rear  of  the  «tructure  offered  shelter  fil  thl  w^ather 

lach  unit  had  a  small  pool  in  the  gravel-covered  concrete  floor.  HorizontarSlea 

SiKts'lf  thlt%.  "-^^^  ^  of'hirS^offp^J 

A  renovation  of  the  Aviary  during  the  1960s  retained  its  original  shape  style  and 
^^'^^tt'  '"^^  ^'  coMMnin/cages  a/^e^  'n^ 

Harry  de  Jur  Aviary  for  Water  Birds  ("The  Flying  Cage")  (1899) 

S"d"*"ycter^"fs«r"\^        "^i  J"  ^-^"^  W«« 

ai„       u  ^  P  •  1/2-aore    arch-shaped,    wire-covered    structure  has 

always  been  "sed  by  water  birds.  The  aviary  deteriorated  .0  badly  t^t  it  had  to 
be  rebuilt  in  1930  In  the  mid-1970.,  when  repair  waa  again  made,  it  wS  traLSomed 
from  a  large  "bird  cage"  to  a  sea  bird  habitat. 13  '  cranstormed 
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Screeching  aeross  Che  nor  then  adga  of  thm  Zoo,  Cope  Lake  was  Intended  as  a  water 
boundary  for  that  side  of  the  Park*  Nam^d  for  Edward  Drinker  Copes  a  notad  19th- 
century  American  paleontologist p  it  has  bean  tha  sumer  home  of  the  Zoo's  pelicans 
since  1941.  During  the  1960s ,  amall  islands  were  added  at  the  eastern  end  of  the 
lake  so  that  gibbons  might  be  exhibited 

ART  IN  THE  PA^ 

Artp  in  the  fom  of  seulpture,  was  important  in  the  design  of  the  Zoo«  Full-scale 
statues,  wall  mounts,  and  friezes  featurii^  lionsp  elephants »  rhinoceroses,  baboons » 
reptiles,  and  birds  were  fashioned  in  the  Zoo  from  li¥ing  models »  and  eMCUted  in 
stone  and  terra^cottae 

One  of  the  finest  examples  of  animal  art  Is  the  36 '-high  Paul  J.  Rainey  Memorial 
Gate  (1934)  p  the  formal  entrance  to  the  grounds,  at  the  Pelham  Parkway,  or  north, 
entrance.  Crafted  by  the  distinguished  American  artist  Paul  Hanshipp  the  double^ 
arched  bronze  structure  is  a  stylised  "tree  of  life"  design,  with  22  metal  animals 
set  in  the  foliage «  These  animals  are  presented  In  profile  so  that  they  can  be 
viewed  from  either  side  of  the  gate# 

An  ornate  fountain  situated  in  the  circle  of  the  Rainey  Gate  concourse  is  adorned 
with  heroic  figures  of  sea  horses,  dolphins,  meraaldsp  and  mermen.  This  tmite 
limestone  sculpture  was  presented  to  the  Park  by  William  Rockefeller  in  1902. 
Originally  from  Como,  Italy,  and  likely  dating  to  the  17th  century »  it  was  first 
erected  on  the  east  side  of  Balrd  Court  in  1902,  and  moved  to  its  present  site  in 
1910. 

Near  the  steps  leading  from  the  Fountain  Circle  adjacent  to  Balrd  Court  are  two 
life-size  Jaguara  In  stone.  These  are  the  work  of  tona  Hyatt  Huntington,  and  were 
presented  to  the  Zoo  by  the  artist  in  1937.15 

Footnotes 

1  This   description   is    based    on  material   in  Joseph   Bell,    Offical  Guide  to  the 
Bronx  Zoo  (^e  Bronxi    New  York  Zoological  Societyp  1980). 

2  Ibid.,  p.  82* 

3  Ibid.,  p.  83* 
^  Ibid . ,  p.  84, 
5  Ibid,,  p,  33. 
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6  Ibid.,  p.  33. 

7  Ibid. ,  p.  49. 

8  Ibid.,  p.  57. 

9  Ibid . .  p.  63, 
10  Ibid.,  p.  99, 
H  Ibid.,  p.  76. 

12  Ibid . .  p.  77. 

13  Ibid.,  p.  80. 
1^  Ibid.,  p.  81. 
13  Ibid.,  p.  9S. 
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Period  Areas  ef  Slgnifieanee^Gheak  and  justify  beiew 

prehi5t6rl€  arahedlogy-prehistortc         oommunily  planning  landseapt  architeeture  relig-fon 

140^1499  archeotof  y^hiitoric  eonstrvation  law  icltnee 

liOO-lSid  .  agriculture  economics  literature  sgulpture 

liO^liii  archilfclurt  tducation  military  social 

176^1799  art  engineering  musle  humanitarian 

1iOO-1iSS  aommerea  eiploration  settlement  philosophy  theater 

.J^. .  liOD"  eommunicalions  Indystry  polities  government  ^.^transportation 

invention  other  (speoify) 


_  =  .  BK^raatim.  (zoo) 

Spscifiejiates  '  Builder  Arehiteei     Hejjis  §  L^arge  .      _  -       _  , 

Statamttnl  of  Signif ioanee  (in  one  parsgraph) 

The  New  York  Zoological  Park  ("Bronx  Zoo")  is  the  largest  zoological  park  in  the 
United  Scaces  in  land  acreage ,  and  until  1962  was  the  laigs^it  In  zoological  collect 
tlans>  For  years  it  was  the  leader  of  ^oos  in  the  world  and  in  America i  and  was 
eGlipsed  only  In  the  1950s  by  San  Diego,  i^ich  has  a  much  smaller  area*  Visitation 
has  averaged  at  least  2  million  each  year  since  the  turn  of  the  cantury. 

The  Bronx  Zoo  has  long  been  a  leader  in  the  eKhibitlon  of  "first-^timers,"  that  la 
to  say  the  first  living  200  animal  in  the  world  or  in  America*  Among  them  are 
platypus,  Komodo  dragon,  okapl,  pigmy  hippopotamus ,  bongo»  Congo  peacock,  scarlet 
cock'-of^the-rock,  quetzal.  New  Guinea  pitted^shelled  turtle,  marine  iguana,  and  many 
species  of  birds  of  paradise #  Many  species  have  establish^  longevity  and  breeding 
records  at  the  Zod« 

One  of  the  Bronx  Zoo's  special  accompllshmants  was  the  preservation j  at  the  turn  of 
the  century,  of  the  American  bison  ("buffalo")*! 

History^ 

In  1895  the  State  legislature  passed  an  act  incorporating  the  New  York  Zoological 
Society  and  provided  It  with  a  charter  to  establish  a  zoological  garden  in  New  York 
City.  The  New  York ^ Zoological  Park,  popularly  known  as  the  Bronx  Zoo,  opened  to 
the  public  in  November  1899,  Twenty^two  exhibits,  housing  843  mammals,  birds,  and 
reptilles,  situated  on  264  acres  of  virgin  woodland,  were  then  complete.  Since 
then,  the  number  of  liva  speclmerc«:  has  tripled  and  the  number  of  major  exhibits 
mora  than  doubled »  From  the  beginning  the  Sociaty  activaly  Involved  Itself  In 
conservation,  becoming  the  leading  force  in  the  successful  effort  £0  save  the 
American  bison .3 

New  York  Zoological  Sociaty  conservationists  sponsored  the  founding  of  the  American 
Bison  Society  at  a  meeting  in  the  Zoo's  Lion  House  (now  Carnivore  House)  in  1905 • 
Under  the  vigorous  laadershlp  of  its  president,  William  T*  Hornaday  (the  Zoo*s 
first  Director),  this  group  successfully  lobbied  for  national  protection  of  bison* 
The  *'buffalo"  long  on  the  U.S.  nickel,  modeled  after  a  Bronx  Zoo  specimen,  was  one 
of  tha  symbolic  fruits  of  this  campaign. 

In  his  role  as  director,  Hornaday  had  shown  great  foresight  in  acquiring  bison  for 
the  Zoological  Park  in  1899.  By  1903,  there  were  40.  In  1907,  15  were  shipped  to 
Oklahoma  as  the  nucleus  for  an  independent  National  Hard  in  the  Wichita  Forest  and 
Game  Reserve.  Subsequently,  the  Bronx  Zoo  provided  bison  for  ^ther  refuges.  Today 
most  American  bison  have  Bronx  Zoo  blood. 
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Th«  Bronx  Zoo  waa  al.o  InBtrumental  In  tha  enacCmBnt  of  laws  to  hfilt  the  wholes.la 
Blaughter  of  wild  g«aa  for  markat.  to  stop  the  d.structlon  of  birds  for  cllthl'g 
u^iA^U-  f-  P"teetlon  for  migratory  bird,  of  North  Amarlf...  Our  Vani.hlM 
written  by  Hornaday,  and  publishad  by  the  Soclaty  in  1913.  halpad  pareuadS 
l.gisl.Cor8  of  the  urgent  need  for  wildlife  protection  and  bring  about  t^aatS 
that  protaot   more    than   six    hundred    apeclas    of   North   Amei-lcrm   llgratory  bird" 

In  its  80  yaara,   tha  Zoological  Park  has  changed  greacly,  both  in  the  way  that  It 

kea"5n«"o£'a  l'?"";   ^"  'he  philoiophv  that  dltaminL  the 

nu«bif«?    ^?    ?    I  .mphaslBad   rarity  and   numbers.     Tha  total 

number  of  .nimal.  kapt  at  the  Zoo  ha«  droppad  significantly  over  the  yaara .  The 
real  dlfferenca.  however,  in  the  composition  of  the  coUectiion  is  the  number  of 
species  rapresanted.     Thara  are   fewer  kinds  but   larger  numbers  of  each  specie^f 

Architecture  and  Daaign 

ltLl°tlA  significant  buliding.  are  on  Baird  (Astor)  aourt.   though  there  are 

ii  llSririSd  «"«ared  on  the  grounds.  The  huildin|;e  on  the  Court  ware  a" 
built  m  1901-22  and  were  designed  by  the  architectural  firri  of  Main,  and  La  Faree 
A  typical  assemblaga  of  Beaux  Arte  building.,  thay  were  not  innovativf it  tha  tKi 
they  ware  built  „or  did  thay  serve  as  models  for  later  «-o  structures.  tL  l^on 
House  reproduced  the  Lion  House  at  the  London  Zooj  tha  Elephant  House  copied  the 
Palais  des  Hlppopotamas  In  Antwerp.  The  Reptile  House  also  borrowed  f eaturl.rf rom 
a  similar  struccure  at  the  London  Zoo.  i^J^om 

It  also  appears  that  "even  at  the  time  of  their  aon.truction.  soma  of  these  building, 
wer.  out  of  date  In  terms  of  e.thetic  and  humane  exhibition  of  animals."  By  19o5 
!n1te!SngeS':  ""^  -«lo-"s  at  hi.  priv^e  .oo 


Footnotes 


accomplishment,  is  paraphrased  from  Marvin  L.  Jones 
Zoological    Park,     'Bronx    Zoo.'    New    York    City.    New    York."    m  Ro^i 

Se^lfrllsLl;:  2;;:247!"  °'  "  ^"^'^  "'^  (New    York,  -  iking 

2The  history  of  the  Zoo   is   sketched   from  data  in  Joseph  Bell.   Official  Guide  to 
Che  Bronx  Zoo  (The  Bronx:     New  York  Zoological  Society.  1980).  pp.  iU-l*: 

3The  preservation  of  the  American  bison  Is  dlscus.ed  in  Ibid. .  pp.  29-30. 

*chai^ft«f''Bf^;  piMcCor,   New  York  Zoological    Society,    letter   to  Jamas 

Charlecon,  History    Division,    National    Park    Service,    July    31.    1985.    pp.  1-2. 
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Verbal  Boundary 


The  tract,  embracing  the  historic  bounds  of 
lost  Co  highway  construction,  is  bounded  by 
north,  to  Bronx  River  Parkway,  on  the  east, 
180th  Street,  wast  along  E.    180th  Street  to  oub 

E.  182nd  Street  (Bronx  Park  South),  west  along  1.  182nd  Street  to  Sou'thern  Boulevard' 
polnro£\SS„|!"''""   ^'-^^"^  intersection  with  E.   Fordham  Ro^"he 


the   ^oo  eKcept   for   fractional  aereage 
a  line  along  last   Fordham  Road   on  the 
south  along   BronK  River  Parkway  to  E* 
loaton  Road  J  north  along  Boston  Road  to 
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7.  Pescriptiori 


eMdilldn  Oheeli  one  Cheek  ene 

_exeenent              deterlerated          unaltered  orif  Inal  site  Herbivore  §  Nfonkey  Houses 

^^goo^   ru\m  _i  altered  ^=  moved      date     Aviary  ^arC7  1974-75 

^ — fair  ^  ^  unexposed 


OmumHhm  %hm  present  snd  original  (if  knewn)  physical  appearanee 

Two  buildings  at  the  Cincinnati  Zoo,  the  original  Monkey  House  (present  Reptile 
House)  and  the  Herbivore  (Elephant)  House  are  the  zoo's  earliest  surviving  struetures. 
The  remnant  of  a  third  structure,  the  Aviary  (later  Monkey  House)  also  survives  * 
although  it  has  been  moved  a  short  distance  from  its  original  site.  The  Aviary  and 
Monkey  House  were  completed  before  1880 i  the  Herbivore  House  in  1902,1 

These  struetures  are  fine  examples  of  early  zoo  buildings  and  notable  for  the  func= 
tional  aspects  of  their  design,  for  they  provide  excellent  light  and  space  for  the 
species  they  were  designed  to  house*  They  are  important  as  early  zoo  struetures,  of 
which  few    remain    in    the    United    States,    and    for    their    interesting  architecture. 

Most  other  buildings  in  the  zoo  were  built  after  1940.  Many  of  the  earlier  buildings 
were  replaced  with  open  grotto  areas  that  shelter  animals  in  seasonable  weather. 
Overall,  the  zoo  retains  its  park^like  setting.  It  includes  a  lake,  picnic  areas, 
and  tree-lined  hillsides. 

Monkey  House  (present  Reptile  House) 

This  round  stone  structure  is  60  feet  in  diameter  and  has  pedimented  entryways  pro- 
jecting at  right  angles  from  the  main  block.  lach  entryway  holds  a  double  door 
flanked  by  small  windows,  A  2-stage  round  dome,  40  feet  in  height,  crowns  the 
building.  The  lower  section  of  the  dome  is  encircled  by  small  4-pane  windows  near 
the  rooflinei  its  upper  portion  has  a  series  of  heKagonal  louvered  openings  around 
it.    Except  as  noted  below,  the  structure  is  largely  unchanged. 

Originally,  there  were  16  cages  ranged  around  the  Interior  wall.  Each  was  skylit  by 
windows  in  the  dome  and  filled  with  lush  green  plants.  The  monkeys  had  access  to 
outdoor  •'summer"  cages  through  openings  in  the  wall, 2 

The  Monkey  House  was  remodeled  in  1922.      The  outdoor  su^er  cages  were  removed  and 
the  interior    ones   modified.     A   flat^roofed    stone  addition   on   the    north    side,  of 
unknown  date,  encloses  the  former  entry  on  that  side.    All  the  doors  and  windows  are 
now  aliminum   frame j    the   Interior   walls    and    floors    are    their    original  reinforced 
concrete. 

Herbivore  (Elephant)  House 

This  concrete  structure  resembles  an  East  Indian  temple.  It  is  175  feet  long  and  75 
feet  wide.  Five  adjoining  round  domes  pierce  its  flat  roof.  Each  dome  has  vast 
semi-circular  windows  on  its  outer  sides.  The  central  one,  70  feet  high,  is  conical 
with  an  octagonal   base.     There   are   six  chimneys   on  each  long   face,   evenly  spaced. 
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Projecting  entryways  (for  human  aceess)  on  the  narrow  ends  ©f  the  building  have 
ogaa-^arehed  openings.  Wood  trim  divides  the  two  long  ildes  of  the  building  into  five 
seetionsi  In  eaeh  seetlon,  large  raetangular  doors  permit  thm  animals  to  browse  in 
outdoor  garden  areas  on  both  loi^  aides  of  the  buildingp 

loth  the  interior  of  the  Herbivore  House »  whleh  features  large  animal  enclosures 
along  both  Its  long  walls  *  and  Its  exterior  are  essentially  unaltered  from  their  time 
of  construction*    The  structure  also  still  serves  its  original  function^ 

Aviary  or  "Old  Bird  Run"  (later  Monkey  House)  t partially  demolished] 

^drew  Erkenbracher y  one  of  the  eoo's  founders  ^  was  a  collector  of  rare  birds  and  it 
is  likely  through  his  influence  that  the  Aviary,  a  series  of  structures  In  a  plctur^^ 
esque  Japanese  style ^  was  the  first  facility  to  be  completed»  The  Aviary  encompassed 
seven  rectangular  pagada^type,  tlle^roofed  buildings  In  a  complex  320  feet  long. 
These  structures  were  connected  by  wire  summer  cages.  The  center  building ,  larger 
than  the  others,  was  more  elaborate,  with  pediments  on  each  facade,  and  a  short 
square  tower  capped  with  a  pseudo^onlon  dome.  The  roofs  of  all  the  buildings  had 
copper  birds  on  their  peaks,  representing  the  species  housed.  Remodeled  In  the 
1940s,  the  Aviary  afterward  served  the  zoo's  monkeya. 

The  six  smaller  units  of  the  Aviary  were  demolished  In  1974=75.  The  large  central 
pavilion  was  retained.  Moved  approximately  50  feet  to  the  northwest  of  its  original 
site,  ic  has  been  restored. 

This  surviving  building  was  the  final  home  of  Martha,  the  last  passenger  pigeon,  who 
died  in  1914.  It  serves  as  an  exhibit  on  endangered  species  and  as  a  memorial  to  the 
passenger  pigeon  and  the  Carolina  parakeet,  another  extinct  species,  the  last  known 
specimen  of  which  perished  at  the  zoo  in  1918. 


FOOTNQTIS 
1 

This  descripclon  includes  data  from  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places 
nomination  form. 

2 

Engravings  of  the  Monkey  House  and  Aviary  that  appeared  in  Album,  Zoological 
Garden  of  Clnclrinati  (Cincinnati:  Krebs  Lithographing  Co.,  1878)  were  compared  with 
current  views  to  determine  the  extent  of  alterations  to  the  Monkey  House  and  Aviary. 
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8.  Significance 
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_  1400-1499 

.  1 700-1 rei 
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Arsat  ef  aignlfi€ari€e^Checli  aniJ  justify  belew 

community  plinning 
K  conservation 
ecdnomiss 
edueation 
tnglnttfing 
eMploration  stttlemenf 
industry 
Invention 


arQheslogy^prehistoric 
ircheology'historie 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 

commerca 
communications 


iindscape  architecture 
law 

literature 
military 
music 
phlloiophy 
politics  government 


Spaclfi^ftfatas  Herbivore  House  1902  Buildar  Architect 

House  S  Aviary  -  before  1880 
Statamanl  of  SignlffiG«nG«  (in  one  paragraph) 


religion 
sciance 
,  sculpture 
social' 

humanitarian 
. .  ,  theater 

transpoftatlon 
=      Qthef  (s^clfy) 

.   =  - .  ./JRgGraatipn_(Eoo) 

Aviary I     Jamee  McLaughlin _ 
Monkey  House  i     probably  James  McLau^iin 
Herbivore  House i  Unknown 


Summary 

The  Glneinnati  ^oo,  which  openad  Co  the  public  In  September  1875,  only  14  months 
after  the  Philadelphia  Eoo,  is  the  seeond  oldest  In  che  United  States,  It  Is 
Significant  not  only  for  its  antiquity  and  the  richness  of  it^  eollections  but  also 
for  its  efforts  in  the  propagation  and  nurture  of  rare  and  endangered  species.  The 
zoo  also  became  well-known  as  the  home  of  the  last  passenger  pigeon  and  for  several 
of  its  other  celebrity  animal  residents- 
History 

A  caterpillar  plague  infesting  the  Cincinnati  area  in  1872  played  a  role  in  the 
founding  of  the  Cincinnati  Zoo,  although  the  Idea  had  been  suggested  as  early  as 
1868  by  Andrew  Erkenbrecher. ^  Erkenbrecher  was  a  successful  starch  manufacturer  in 
the  city,  who  had  a  particular  passion  for  collecting  birds.  The  caterpillar 
plague  led  him,  with  several  friends  and  other  cQncerned  citizens,  to  form  the 
Society  for  the  Acclimatization  of  Bi.rdR.  The  Society  imported  about  1,000  insect- 
eating  birds  from  Europe  to  combat  the  caterpillars.  The  release  of  the  birds  put 
an  end  to  the  caterpillar  threat. 

Erkenbrecher  and  his  associates  hoped  t©  continue  the  Society's  work  by  opening  a 
European-style  zoological  garden,  transplanting  to  the  United  States  the  current 
Continental  rage  for  such  permanent  outdoor  animal  exhibitions,  which  some  viewed 
as  stationary  circuses.  They  consulted  Dr.  A.l.  Brehm,  a  famed  naturalist  of 
Berlin,  Germany,  who  encouraged  their  efforts.  Not  long  thereafter,  in  July  1873, 
Erkenbrecher  and  his  associates  formed  the  Zoological  Society  of  Cincinnati,  i 
private  stock  corporation,  to  build  and  operate  a  "zoo."  A  67-acre  site  In  Avondale, 
then  a  suburb  of  Cincinnati,  was  secured.  Construction  began  on  the  rugged  site  in 
October  1874,    but    progress    on    the    buildings    and    animal    enclosures    was  slow. 

The  public,  however,  was  anxious  to  see  the  new  zoo,  and  thus  the  Society  opened  It 
as  schMuled,  on  September  18,  1875,  although  few  of  the  animal  shelters  were  then 
complete.  The  first  exhibits  included  an  aviary,  dog  kennels,  and  bear  pits.  The 
aviary  housed  a  fine  collection  of  birds,  including  400  collected  by  Erkenbrecher. 
The  rest  of  the  entire  collection  consisted  of  three  deer,  eight  small  monkeys,  one 
buffalo,  a  tiger,  a  lion,  an  ancient  hyena,  a  talking  crow,  a  pair  of  elk,  an 
alligator,  a  pair  of  grizzly  bears,  six  racoons,  and  an  old  elephant  ("Conquerer ," 
who  was  purchased  from  a  circus) .2 
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Despite  the  instanc  popularity  which  greated  It,  the  zoological  gsirdeni  which  began 
as  a  prof it"^aking  venture,  saw  its  early  years  marred  by  financial  problems  and 
finally  went  bankrupt  in  1898*  From  Chen  until  the  establlahmenc  of  the  preaent=day 
Eoological  Society  in  late  1932,  the  soo's  financial  status  was  often  precarious • 
The  Cincinnati  Transit  Company,  which  ran  a  trolley  line  to  the  gaceSi  purchased  a 
controlling  Interest  In  1901  and  operaced  the  zoo  until  1916-  In  that  year,  the 
^00  was  rescued  by  large  donations  secured  from  two  prominent  citizens #  Mrs.  Mary 
Emery  and  Mrs*  Charles  Taft,  who  agreed  Co  match  public  contributions* 

In  the  late  1910s  and  the  1920s ,  the  Clnclnnaci  Zoo  enjoyed  a  measure  of  prosperity* 
Its  collections  grew  and  Its  national  reputation  spread-  New  buildings  were  added* 
Ancillary  activities  at  the  zoo  also  brought  It  added  attention*  For  eKample,  In 
1920,  the  Cincinnati  Summer  Opera  began  giving  performances  at  the  zoo*  These  were 
eventually  broadcast  nationally  by  NBC,  and,  while  they  were  elite  functions, 
offered  the  amusing  spectacle  of  the  opera  stars  occasionally  having  to  compete 
with  vocal  animals* 


The  effects  of  the  Depression  hit  the  zoo  hard  and  in  1931  it  once  again  rested  on 
the  brink  of  financial  disaster*  Another  rescue  effort  was  mounted*  The  200' a 
iong"term  future  was  finally  assured  only  when  the  city  purchased  It  In  1933*  The 
zoo  was  transferred  to  the  city's  Board  of  Park  Conmlssioners  with  the  understanding 
chat  a  society  formed  of  appointed  members  and  citizen  volunteers  would  manage  It 
as  a  non-profit  organization*  This  organizational  arrangement  remains  In  effect  at 
Che  present  time* 

Through  all  of  the  financial  vicissitudes  and  other  difficulties  of  the  zoo's  early 
growth,  one  individual  remained  inexcricably  linked  wlch  Its  fate  and  Its  rise  to 
national  esteem*  This  was  Sol  Stephan,  who  came  to  the  zoo  as  the  trainer  of 
**Conquerer , "  the  zoo's  first  elephant,  in  1874  and  remained  until  1937,  the  last  51 
years  as  general  superintendent* 

Stephan  was  a  resourceful  Individual,  who  was  someclmea  reduced  to  carrying  the 
zoo's  expenses  out  of  his  own  pocket*  Something  of  a  showman  at  heart,  he  built 
recreational  faclllcles.  Including  an  ice  rink,  a  dance  hall,  and  a  music  pavilion, 
and  Installed  a  carousel^  and  a  small  roller  coaster*^  He  also  staged  spectacular 
events  that  drew  crowds  to  the  zoo- 

On  the  other  hand,  Stephan  also  administered  the  zoo  well  and  promoted  Its  central 
purposes  affectively*  Among  events  illustrating  his  latter  role  arei  the  first 
exhibition  of  Cape  hunting  dogs  in  the  United  States  (1889);  the  birth  of  Che  first 
giraffe  In  the  country  (1889);  and  Che  first  exhibition.  In  the  United  States,  of 
Prewalskl  horses  (1904)*  One  reason  for  Stephan 's  "firsts"  and  other  successes  was 
that  he  was  long  the  sole  North  American  agent  for  the  sales  of  animals  by  Che 
iiegenbecks  of  Hamburg,  Germany,  a  renowned  circus  and  zoo  family* 
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Staphan  mlso  ihewed  a  sollelteus  attitude  towdrd  the  zeo*^  aniasls.  He  tanderl^ 
cared  for  indlviduaas^  such  as  torthaj  the  last  pmmmmmu^mr  pigeon^  irom  1902^^^^ 
tha  Eoo  acquired  he^^  until  her  dsath  In  1914,  f^r  a  decade  bsfera,  a  reward  of 
$ljO0O  stood  to  mnyam  i#ho  could  come  forward  witefe  a  mate  for  her.  Fulfilling  a 
promise  made  earlt©^,  Stephan  donated  her  to  the  Smithsonian,  where  she  reMains  oil 
displmy.  One  of  th^  new  stars  In^hls  last  days  at^  the  zoo  was  Susie,  the  imrld*8 
first  trained  gorilla  and  long  the  only  one  in  cgi^tlvltyi  she  lived  on  at  the 
until  her  death  In  t947. 

In  recent  years  *  co^sirvation  has  become  a  more  ^K^press  focus  of  the  ^oo*s  oanage- 
mentp  Rare  Slberlaa  tigers,  snow  leopards  *  sand  eats,  caracal,  and  pampas  eatg 
have  mil  been  successfully  bred  here,  the  latter  tE:^ree  species  for  the  first  time 
in  captivity. 

Todays  Cincinnati's  ^afflmal  collection  Is  one  of  thmm  largest  In  the  United  States. 
Its  feline  collectl&n  surpasses  even  the  fabled  c«Dllection  in  Philadelphia.  The 
zoo's  special  accent  is  on  rare  small  animals. 5 
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FOOTNOTES 


iThis  historical  tre^tmint,  except  where  noted,  ta      a  condensation  of  the  accounts 
that  appear  in  Oliver  M,   Galej    "The  Cincinnati  Soo  —  100  Years  of  Trial  and 
Triumph,"  Cincipriatl    Hiitorical  So ciefcy^ Bulletin ^iSJ,  2  (Sumer  1975),  pp.  85-*ll9 
and  Susan  Hartie^  "'CzlnQinnatl  Zoonflistor^,^  1984 ,  i=p.  1-6.  ' 

^Gale*  ©£.  clt# »  p,  a08i 

^Charles  Jacques,  • ,  "Two  Great  Anerica  Patks^"  ^  tousement  Park  Journal,  3,  Z 
(Spring  1981),  p*  3£  *  traces  the  later  history  of  this  carousel,  whichr~remained 
at  the  zoo  for  56  yaarsi 

^Charles  Jacques,  Jet.,  "The  Coasters  of  the  Ph=±ladelphia  Toboggan  Company,** 
Anusement  Park  Journml,  6,  1  (1984),  p*  36, 

^Rosl  Kirchshofer,  ^d.,  The  World  of  Zoosg  A  Sur-^ey  and  Oazetteer  (New  York* 
Viking  Press,  1968),    p,  236T  "   ~^  ' 
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7.  P#saription 


CMditien  Cheek  one  Cheek  one 

-  X  exsflfltnt  =^—_  deteriorated  unaltered  original  site 

_   ruins  altered  moved       dale        N/A  .  __.^ 

 fair   ^  unexposed 


Dftscriha  %f\m  presMt  snd  original  (If  known)  physleal  appearance 


R,H<iS«  ^tgn  Magy  ii  one  of  the  largest  passenger  liners  ever  built ,  She  is  of 
a  scale  that  requires  diseusslon  in  terms  that,  if  applied  to  buildings,  would 
be  reserved  for  skyacrapers*  At  1,020  feet  in  length  (about  four  New  York  City 
bloeks)  i  she  is  only  a  few  feet  shorter  than  her  slightly  younger  (and  now 
wrecked)  slater  ship  Queen  Elizabeth  (I)  (1^031  feet)  and  the  once-competing 
French  vessels  France  (III)  [now  Norway,  at  1^035  feet,  still  active  as  a 
Caribbean  cruise  ship  in  Norwegian  registry]  and  Normandie  (1^027  feet)  (gutted 
by  fire  and  broken  up).  Queen  Mary  is  lonier  than  Queen  Elizabeth  (II)  (963 
feet)  and  United  States  (990  feet)  and  longer  than  the  Eiffel  Tower~^s  high 
(984  feet) »  In  tonnage  among  the  "super liners Queen  Mary  (81^237)  outranks 
all  that  have  been  built  except  Queen  Elizabeth  (I)  (83^s^3)*i 


€?ueen  y other  proportions  are  as  ample  as  her  length*  From  her  keel  to 
the  t:op  of  her  forward  funnel  is  181  feet,  18  feet  higher  than  Niagara  Falls. 
The  funnels,  of  elliptical  shape ^  are  36  feet  measured  fore  and  aft,  23  feet 
wide,  and  between  62  and  71  feet  high*  Her  molded  breadth  is  118  feet.  The 
hollow  rudder  alone  weighs  65  tons #2 

She  has  12  decks  with  plans  as  intricate  as  those  of  floors  in  a  hotel  building 
of  corresponding  size.  Above  the  Promenade  Deck  are  separate  Sun  and  Sports 
Decks. 3 


Detailed  pescription  ' 

In  her  active  days^  the  Sports  Deck  included  space  for  deck  tennis  and  other 
tdurisc  games,  between  the  two  forward  funnels ^  ^Ich  interrupted  the  deck* 
The  Sports  Deck  also  Includes  the  captain's  and  officers'  quarters,  hard  forward; 
and  the  wheelhouse,  chartroom  and  bridge,  above  them. 

The  Sun  Deck,  the  level  between  the  Sports  Deck  and  the  Promenade  Deck,  holds 
Queen  K^ry's  24  lifeboats ^  each  capable  of  accommodating  145  persons*  It  also 
housed  the  Verandah  Grill  (aft),  gymnasium  and  squash  rackets  court  (amidships), 
and  first-^class  staterooms  and  suites,  as  well  as  the  engineers*  quarters  and 
wardroom  (forward)*  The  Promenade  Deck  (724  feet  In  length)  featured  a  forward 
cocktail  lounge  and  observation  room  ^th  a  spectacular  view,  and  also  held  the 
lavishly  decorated  30-foot=high  first-class  lounge  (the  Queen's  Salon)  and 
shopping  area  (amidships)*  Beneath  the  Promenade  Deck,  the  Main  Deck  included 
the  tourist  class  lounges,  extreme  forward  and  aft;  the  Library i  and  a  number 
of  first-class  staterooms  and  suites. 

The  next  four  decks  lower  in  the  ship,  designated  by  letters  A-D,  Included 
mainly  passenger  cabins,  with  first-class  quarters  and  facilities  centered 
amidships  I  among  the  latter  were  a  lavish  indoor  swlfflralng  pool  ana  a  domed 
;^^staurant.  Deck  D  housed  much  of  the  ship's  stores  and  other  supplies*  Deck 
V-i  while  it  had  space  fore  and  aft  for  crew  and  third-class  accoramodatlons ,  was 
Interrupted  amidships  by  the  upper  sections  of  the  engine  and  boiler  rooms , 
which j  with  related  facilities,  occupied  larger  and  larger  sections  of  the  ship 
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doim  through  the  remaining  decks.  Deck  E  was  also  the  last  deck  above  the 
waterline^  The  Engine  Rpom  contained  two  40 ,000«horsepower  turbines.  The 
automobila  garage  (or  hold),  accommodating  up  to  39  cars,  and  the  courlst  class 
swinmiing  pool,  were  on  Deck  F,  Decks  G  and  H  and  the  hold  cQntalned  baggage 
rooms  ind  cargo  spaces «  The  two  principal  cargo  spaces  coutalned  120,000  cubic 
feet*  In  the  aft  section  of  the  hold  was  "Shaft  Alley,"  or  the  Shaft  Tunnel, 
where  the  ship's  four  28-inch  propeller  shafts,  which  drove  Its  35-ton,  18=foot- 
high  propellers,  were  housed. 

Queen  Mary,  whose  vast  steel  frame  was  originally  decorated  in  1936  with  teak 
decks  and  walls  and  trim  of  other  fine  woods  (much  of  it  from  Britain's  colo- 
nies), fine  Wilton  carpets,  and  other  luxurious  appointments,  many  of  them  in 
fine  Art  Dec©  or  streamline  moderne  style,  was  stripped  of  her  more  deluxe 
fittings  and  painted  "battleship  gray"  in  New  York  Harbor  in  torch  of  1940 
after  she  was  requisitioned  by  the  British  Admiralty  for  use  a^  a  troop  ship, 
(The  items  removed  were  stored  in  the  Cunard  Line's  New  York  warehouses  for  Che 
duration  of  World  War  11.)  Her  overhaul  was  completed  and  she  was  fitted  for 
transport  duty  In  Sydney,  Australia,  In  April  of  that  year ,^ 

After  her  herculean  labors  as  a  troop  transport  and  ptison  ship  during  the  con- 
flict, she  was  hastily  refitted  at  Southampton,  England,  early  In  1946  for  her 
first  postwar  peacetime  service,  in  the  "bride  and  baby"  fleet,  bringing  American 
and  Ganadlan  dependents  to  North  America  from  Europe.  After  her  demobilization, 
she  was  thoroughly  refurbished  in  Southampton  in  October  1946-July  1947*  Her 
original  red,  white,  and  black  paint  scheme  was  revived  and  she  was  virtually 
restored  to  her  prewar  mode,  with  no  further  changes  of  consequence  until  after 
her  retirement  to  Long  Beach  In  1967,^ 

At  Long  Beach,  in  her  conversion  to  a  stationary  "floating  hotel"  and  exhibit 
over  the  next  4  years,  a  number  of  alterations  were  made.  Tteee  of  the  four 
propellers  were  removed,  about  IQQ  hull  openings  were  closed,  and  the  stabi- 
lizers were  removed.  It  was  discovered  that  her  funnele  were  badly  deterio- 
rated! they  collapsed  on  removal  and,  after  other  renovation  was  completed, 
new  welded  steel  ones  were  Installed*  In  addition,  to  acconmiodate  Jacques 
Cousteau's  "Living  Sea"  museum  within  the  ship,  portions  of  two  decks  were 
removed  amidships. 

The  City  of  Long  Beach  built  a  special  berth  for  Queen  Mary,  s^rounded  by 
a  porous  rock  dike,  tas  well  as  a  900--foot  pier,  a  4, QOO-car  parking  lot,  and 
other  site  improvements.  A  separate  structwe  was  also  built  to  provide 
electricity,  heating,  and  air  conditioning  to  the  vessel  through  articulated 
piping #6 
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PorEioM  of  Queen  Mary  now  serve  as  the  Hyatt  Queen  Mary  Hotel »  SQitfe  396 
original  cabins   serv  lestrooms*     Many  of  the  ship's  original  facilities, 

such  as  stores  and  lounges  serve  their  original  or  similar  functions  and 
retain,  to  a  remarkable  degree,  their  original  fittings.  Notable  ex^ples,  in 
the  Deco  or  Moderne  style,  are  the  cocktail  lounge/ observation  room  on  the 
Promenade  Deck  (now  operated  as   the  Art  Deco  Lounge)   and  the  Queen's  Salona 

Queen  Hary  is  owned  by  the  City  of  Long  leach,  but  is  managed  under  a  long-term 
contract,  with  an  option  to  pi^chase,  by  Wrather  Fort  Properties,  Ltd.,  along 
with  an  adjacent  major  attraction,  the  "Spruce  Goose,"  Howard  Hughes'  giant 
seaplane  which  Is,  in  most  dimensions,  the  largest  aircraft  ever  built.  The 
"Spruce  Goose"  rests  within  a  giant  domed  structure  erected  adjacent  to  Queen 
Mary  when  the  airplane  was  moved  to  this  site  in  1981. 

Together,  these  two  giants  of  transportation  form  a  complraentary,  yet  iron^ 
ically  contrasting,  pair,  for  the  seaplane's  sisters,  the  jumbo  Jets,  sounded 
the  death  knell  of  the  great  ocean  liners  and  forced  Queen_Mary;,  after  a 
thousand  and   one   voyages,    into  her    retirement  home   in   Southern  California. 


Footnotes 


1  Compiled  from  charts  and  tables  at  rear  of  J.  Bryce  Gillespie,  R.M.S.  Queen 
Mary  Super liner  Pictorj.al  (Oakland,  California i     Hike  Roberts  Color  produc- 
tions, 1971),  and  information  in  Cunard  White  Star  Line,  The  "Queen  Mary,"  A 
Book  of  Comparisons  [Facsimile  edition]  (Riverside,  Connecticut!  7C'S 
Press,  no  data),  passim. 

2  Statistics  here  and  those  that  are  inserted  in  the  text  following  are  taken 
from  an  unpublished  fact  sheet  used  in  Queen _Mary  tours. 

3  The  generalized  discussion  of  facilities  on  the  different  decks  was  prepared 
from  schematic  and  cross^sectional  drawings  of  Queen  ttory  in  service,  one  of 
the  best  of  which  appears  as  a  centerfold  in  Gillespie,  0£.  cit. 

4  Steve  Harding,  The  R.M.S.  Queen  Mary  at  War  (Missoula »  Montana s  Pictorial 
Histories  Publishing  Company,  1982),  pp.  5,  7. 

5  Ibid.,  pp.  65-69. 


6  This  s^miary  of  Queen  Mary's  Long  Beach  conversion  and  the  preparation  of 
her  site  there  is  abstracted  from  "The  R.M.S.  Queen  Mary  ConversiGn  Story," 
The  Queen  Mary  Toiy  (Press  release,  no  date  [c.  1980]),  pp.  1-2. 
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fha  "Buparlinsr"  Quean  ^ry,  the  only  reaalnlng  of  her  vintage  and  great  aize, 
is  of  major  significance  In  both  toirlean  and  British  bis  tor  ss  a  tangible 
expression  of  the  relationship  between  the  two  naclons .  She  recalls  both  the 
era  of  l^urlous  peacetime  ship  travel  between  the  two  nations  and  chelr  common 
struggle  against  the  Nail  and  Fascist  onslaught  in  World  War  It*  She  carried 
more  than  2^000^000  paseengers  in  peacetime  and  more  than  765,000  soldiers 
dwlng  the  conflict 

She  is  the  last  intaat  link  with  the  apogee  of  trans^Aclanclc  Ocean  pasaenger 
travel  by  ship  attained  In  the  mid-20 th  century  before  Jet  aircraft  virtually 
displaced  ocean-going  vessels «  Ab  King  George  V  noted  in  his  speech  at  the 
launching  ceremony i 

Samuel  Cunard  built  his  ships  to  carry  the  malls  between  the  two  Ingllsh- 
speaking  countries.  This  oaM  Is  built  to  carry  the  people  of  the  two 
lands  in  great  number  to  and  fro  so  that  they  may  learn  to  understand  each 
oth^*..*  Both  are  faced  with  similar  probl^Ss  and  prosper  and  suffer 
together  *! 

Royal  Mail  Ship  Queen  Iter y  lived  up  to  both  parts  of  King  George's  prophecy. 
As  His  jtej^ty' ^ansport  Queen  Haryj  she  ferried  British  troops  hither  and 
yon  around  the  worlds  and  carried  remarkable  nmnbers  of  ^erlcan  servicemen ^  In 
complments  up  to  division  strength ^  to  the  European  theattf  of  war«  West- 
bound^ she  brought  Winston  S,  Qhur chill  to  ^erlca  three  times  during  the 
conflict.  She  also  conveyed  ' —  by  the  thousands  ^  prisoners  of  war  £o  intern- 
ment centers t  Allied  wounded  to  hospitals  and  home  nations,  and  "war  brides"  to 
North  toerica,  before  resimilng  her  intended  career  as  "the  finest  ship  afloat*" 

Winston  Churchill  well  suomarl^ed  the  careers  of  this  lady  of  1,001  Atlantic 
voyages  and  h«r  youngCT  sister  Quean  Elizabeth  (Di 

luiit  for  the  arts  of  peace  and  to  link  the  Old  World  with  the  New*  the 
Queens  challenged  the  fiury  of  Hltl^lsm  to  defend  the  liberties  of 

civilization.  Vital  decisions  depended  on  their  ability  continuously  to 
elude  the  eHCTy,  and  without  their  aid  the  clay  of  final  victory  must  un- 
questionably liave  been  postponed,^ 
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HI story 

^ugan  Mary  conClnued  a  Cradlclon  of  trans-Atlantic  steam  passenger  sarvice  be- 
twaen  Britain  and  the  United  States  that  was  nearly  a  century  old  at  the  time 
she  set  out  on  her  maiden  voyage  In  1936 »  Designed  for  a  re^^ylar  paasenger 
capacity  of  nearly  2,000,  with  an  accompanying  crew  of  nearly?  1,200,  and  a 
cruising  speed  of  about  30  knots  hour ,   she  and  Queen  llls^Bbeth  ( 1)  were 

intended  to  take  the  place  of  several  smaller  vessels*  It  would  ^e  possible  to 
maintain  Britain's  regular  weekly  crossing  of  the  Atlantic  with  only  two  ships 
of  such  scale  and  speed 

There  w^re  other  reasons  ^or  the  vessels'  construction  than  the  obvious  advan- 
tages offered  by  their  size  and  speed.  They  were  constructed  in  the  climate  of 
intense  nationalism  that  gripped  Europe  in  the  1920a  and  1930s*  Thus,  while 
Britain  built  Qneen  Mary  and  Queen  Elizabeth  (I),  Germany  had  constructed  the 
aompetlng  Srme^  and  Europa;  Italy,  Rex  and  Conte  di  Savoia;  and  ^ance, 
Normandie  and  de  Ranee*      National    pride,    the    expense    of  construction 

consonant  with  the  scale  of  these  "  super  liner  s  and  economic  factors  virtually 
dictated  that  their  construction  be  assisted  by  the  national  governments  in 
each  case*  A  substantial  factor  in  winning  this  assistance  was  their  value  as 
International  status  symbols,^  As  is  noted  below,  none  except  Queen  Mary  ever 
made  a  real  profit* 

These  vessels  vied  with  one  another  in  such  matters  as  speed;  conveniences, 
entertainment,  and  recreation  for  travelersi  and  furnishings  and  fittings* 
Except  in  bad  weather ,  travel  aboard  one  of  them  had  all  the  amenities  of 
staying  in  a  fine  urban  hotel.  In  addition  to  the  recreational  advantages 
afforded  by  the  sea  and  sun.  The  range  of  leisure- time  activities  was  ample i 
aboard  Queen  Hary>  for  CKample,  concerts,  dances,  shopping,  library,  deck 
tannic ^  shuff leboard,  and  racquet  ball  were  all  available.  The  comfortable 
character  of  shipboard  life  made  the  Queens '  monicker  "Royal  Hail  Steamer"  into 
a  truly  ludicrous  understatement. 

The  Cunard  line  began  laying  plans  for  Queen  Mary  In  1926*  Final  designs  were 
not  accepted  until  1930,  hardly  a  propitious  time  for  an  undertaking  that  in- 
volved such  colossal  expense*  Late  in  1931,  Cunard  had  to  suspend  work  on  her, 
and  she  lay  for  28  months  In  limbo  in  the  giant  John  Brown  4  Co*,  Ltd,,  ship- 
yard in  Clydebank,  Scotland*  In  torch  1934,  Parliament  voted  a  subsidy  that 
permitted  continuation  of  work  on  her,  and  that  resulted  in  the  merger  of  the 
Cunard  and  White  Star  lines, ^ 

In  May  193$,  ^ueeq^  Mary  was  finally  ready  for  her  maiden  voyage  to  New  York 
City,  She  provided  expres^s  servleei  later  that  year,  she  won  the  coveted  "Blue 
Riband,"  having  set  a  new  speed  record  on  the  run  from  Southampton  to  New  York. 
Though  she  lost  the  record  temporarily  in  1937-38,  she  recaptured  it  in  August 


976 


lap.  iO^^M 


United  States  Department  of  the  Interier 
National  Park  Serviea 

National  Register  of  Historic  Places 
Inventory — Nomination  Form 

QmWmmtim  ^eet  item  number  8  3 


of  the  latter  year,  and  held  It  until  1952,  with  a  time  of  3  days,  20  hours ^ 
and  42  minuter Queen  Hmry  was  thus,  in  the  years  ^ust  before  the  outbreak 
of  World  War  II,  "the  undisputed  Queen  of  the  express  liner  a.  Her  luxury  and 
eleganoe  beeaoe  world  famous ,  and  the  elite  of  several  eontlnents  aoon  eame  to 
consider  her  the  only  eiviliged  way  to  travel 

This  idyllic  pattern  did  not  continue  for  long.  On  September  2,  1939,  en  route 
to  New  York,  Queen  Haxy  received  a  coded  message  from  the  Admiralty  ordering 
the  captain  to  put  the  ship  on  full  war  alert.  On  the  Sth,  she  put  into  New 
York  Harbor , 

Before  she  would  again  resume  her  role  as  a  luxury  liner  8  years  later,  she 
would  be  stripped  of  her  elegance  and  daubed  in  gray  to  serve  as  a  transport 
ship*  Her  cabins  were  stacked  with  folding  bunk  beds  and  her  elegant  dining 
rooms  converted  into  military  messhalls.  As  a  transport.  Queen  Mary  would  log 
72  voyages,  for  a  total  of  more  than  569,000  miles,  d^ing  the  war  and  its 
Imedlafce  aftermath*^  First,  she  plied  the  Indian  Ocean  and  Pacific  in  1941, 
carrying  Commonwealth  troops  from  Australia  and  India  to  North  Africa  (from 
"Sydney  to  Suez,"  as  one  author  has  put  It)  ,8  xhe  next  year.  In  February- 
March  j  she  voyaged  to  Sydney  from  New  York  with  her  first  toerican  troops 
(8*398)  aboard.  From  then  on,  as  a  type  of  reverse  "lend-please*"  she  and  Queen 
Elizabeth  remained  under  American  direction, 9 


On  succeeding  trips,  she  carried  as  many  as  15,125  troops,  embarking  the  entire 
First  U.S,  tomored  Division  on  a  voyage  from  New  York  to  Scotland  In  August 
1942*  With  Queen  Elizabeth  (I)  and  four  other  liners  collectively  known  as 
"the  Monsters"  she  played  a  significant  role  In  building  up  i^erican  troop 
strength  in  Britain  for  the  eventual  Invasion  of  the  Continent  (Operation 
Bolero),  Queen  Mary  alone  brought  nearly  340,000  Am^ican  and  Canadian  service 
personnel  to  the  United  Kingdom, 10 

A  major  auxiliary  duty  to  Queen  Mary's  troop  transport  service  was  the  dispatch 
of  prisoners  of  war  to  rear  area  detention  centers  in  South  Africa,  Australia, 
and  the  United  States,  and,  beginning  late  in  1944,  the  transfer  of  the 
wounded, 11  Also,  on  three  round  trips  Prime  Minister  Winston  Chi^ chill  Jour- 
neyed to  meet  with  Roosevelt  1  to  the  ftldent  Conference  In  Washington  (May 
1943)  and  the  Quadrant  (August  1943)  and  Octagon  (September  1944)  Conferences 
in  Quebec*12  In  addition  to  Ch^ehlll,  hsr  *'VIP"  passengers  included  other 
statesmen,  diplomats,  newsmen j  entertainers  (e,g..  Bob  Hope),  and  military 
leaders.  Although  her  accommodations  were  not  up  to  prewar  standards,  at  30 
knots  per  hour,  she  was  usually  the  fastest  thing  afloat* 13 

Queen  Mary^s  last  service  under  military  auspices  was  occupied  by  happier 
tasks,  carrying  troops  home  to  North  America  and  Britons  back  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  beginning  June  20,  1945,  with  a  twoaultuous  welcome  in  New  York,  when 
she  discharged  14,777  toerican  troops  1  and  bringing  "war  brides"  and  children 
to  ^rth  America,  in  January-September  1946,1^ 
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Mter  refitting  in  Southampton ^  Queen  Mary  rested  her  New  York^Southampton 
service  in  the  snmner  of  1947*  refitted  to  her  prewar  standard*  Her  postwar 
career  would  fulfill  the  promise  of  her  early  service  in  the  1930s #  With  Queen 
Elizabeth  she  reigned  supreme  in  the  North  Atlantic  passenger  trade  in  the 

first  postwar  decade*  "Their  speedy  elegance,  and  luxury  made  them  the  standard 
by  which  all  other  eKpress  liners  had  to  be  measia^ed. » * »" 

Little  more  than  a  decade  of  undisputed  mastery  over  the  North  Atlantic  remained 
to  the  great  liners  *  however-  Although  1957  was  the  postwar  peak  of  sea  travel  * 
with  more  than  1  million  people  sailing  on  about  70  vessels  g  air  travel  began 
to  cut  into  the  steamers'  business.  In  late  1958,  com^clal  jets  slicud  travel 
time  from  toerlca  to  Europe  by  air  in  half  *  to  a  mere  7  hours*  Within  2  years, 
the  airlines  had  70%  of  the  trans=Atlantie  travel  business*  By  the  end  of  the 
1960s,  a  scant  4%  of  trivelers  journeyed  to  Europe  by  waters  The  great  age  of 
the  ocean  liner  was  over,  with  dramatic  swiftness *16 

By  1967 u  with  losses  mounting,  Cunard  Steamship  Company,  Ltd*  (successor  to 
Gunard=White  Line)  decided  to  sell  both  Queen  Mary,  once  the  only  money=maklng 
major  lin^,l7  and  ^ueen  Elizabeth  (I).  guee^Elizabenh  (I)  was  purchased  by 
a  consortium  of  businessmen  from  Hong  Kong  who  intended  to  use  her  as  a  floating 
university*  She  burned,  however,  in  a  fire  in  1972*  Queen  Mary  was,  on  the 
other  hand,  far  luckier.  The  City  of  Long  Beach  purchased  her  and  she  was 
moved  to  retirement  there  at  the  end  of  1967*16  where  she  continues  to  provide 
a  permanent  exhibit  of  what  ocean  travel  was  like  in  its  heyday. 

Ttue,  even  In  the  1980s,  nostalgia  for  the  sea  may  be  assuaged  by  travel  on  a 
cruise  ship.  But  the  vast  majority  of  Am^ leans  have  traded  time  for  the 
pleasures  and  ielsmre  of  travel  by  sea.  The  only  place  for  moat  to  capture  an 
idea  of  what  the  greatest  l^iffy  liners  once  were  like  is  the  Hotel  Queen  ttery, 
in  Long  Beach, 


Footnotes 


1  Cited  in  J,  Bryce  Gillespie,  R*M.S,  Queen  !tory^  Super liner  Pictorial  (Oakland, 
Calif ornlai    Hike  Roberts  Color  Productions ,~r97l)~i^,  10. 

2  Cited  in  Steve  Harding,  Gray  Ghost,  The  R.M.S*  Queen  Mary  at  War  (Missoula, 
Montanai    Pictorial  Histories  Publishing  Company,  1982) ,  p,  43. 

3  John  MaKtone-Graham,  The  Only  Way  to  Cross  (New  Yorki     Collier   Books,  Inc. 
197$),  pp.  268-269* 

4  Ibid.,  p,  269. 
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Harding  J  ££*  cit, ,  pp ,  7-8^  Gillespie,  cic. ^  pp,  10  and  13=15, 


6 


Harding  J  0£#  cit , ,  p,  vlli. 


7  Ibid.,  pp,  1^6|  76-81, 

8  Ibid* 

i    Ibid, ,  p,  26. 

Ibid, ,  pp.  28-48,  passim. 
11     Ibid. ,  pp.  49-56,  passim. 

1^  JMi*»  PP»  56--57,  Churchill  insisted  his  lifeboat  be  equipped  with  a  ,50 
caliber  Browning  machine  gun  so  that  he  might  eonclnue  to  resist  if  Queen 
M^ry  were  torpedoed.  He  was  apparently  /illing  to  resist  the  Germans  not 
only  on  *'the  beaches  and  landing  grounds"  but  even  to  the  last  lifeboat  of 
Queen  Mary. 

13  Ibid. ,  p.  56, 

14  Ibid . ,  pp,  59-69. 

15  Ibid.,  p,  71, 

16  Maxtone'-Grahami  0£*  cit,j  p.  9. 

17  William  H.  Miller,  Jr,j  The  Great  Luxury  Liners,  1927'"1954,  A  Photographic 
Record  (New  York  I     Dover  Publications,  Inc.,  1981),  p,  37, 

18  Harding,  cit . ,  p,  71. 
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Verbal  bo^nd&nf  description  2nd  jystiflostl3n 

Queen  Mary  only  is  included.  None  of  the  land  or  harbor  improvemente  contribute 
to  her  hietoric  significance. 


List  all  slataa  and  countiea  for  propartles  overlapping  atata  or  coynly  boyndarles 

atate   aoda  county  Qoda 


atate   ce^a  ^Qunty  oode 

1 1,  Forifi  Prepared  By   

nama/titia        Jammm  H,  Charleton^  HistQrian,  -   


organization     History  Division ^  National  Park  Service    dale  October  26^  1984 


atwt  &  number    1100  L  street^  Nw   telephone     (202)  343-8165 


city  or  town      Washington  itata  DC  2QQ13-7127 


12.  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  Oertification 

The  avaluatad  signlfleanee  of  this  property  within  the  itite  fs: 
.  national  stata   loQal 


As  the  designated  Stata  Historie  Pfatarvatfon  Off  leer  for  the  National  Hlstorle  PrtiervatiQn  Act  of  I96i  (Public  Law  89- 
$65),  1  haraby  nominate  this  property  for  Inclusion  In  the  National  Ragliter  and  eertify  that  It  has  been  evaluated 
according  to  the  eritaria  and  procedures  sat  forth  by  the  National  Park  Sarvice. 

Stata  Historic  Praaervatlon  Officer  signature 


titia  date 

For  HPS  use  on^ 

I  haraby  certify  that  this  proparty  Is  Included  In  the  National  Register 

^   date 

K@@P#r  of  the  National  Register 

Attest:  data 


Chief  of  Begtetration  ^ 

■   638 
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CROSS-SECTION  DIAGRAM  OF  THE  QUEEN  MARY 


I.  MM 
IQ,  Cinm 

12.  $qmh  ^Rqr  Cmi 
IJ.  WMk^m 


mmmmK 

if.  Tmis\Bm\iin§RQm 

li  Mm  Hsii  i  Bhgpping  Oenlsr 
II.  m 

21  QoQkM  S  Qlni/vgfidf? 
Lounge 
Pmm^ 

3F.  Tmiil  Lgu!^ 


^fiiifig  Bom  I  LMf^ 

Oifdsn  LQung§ 
3i  Q§fgsHmh 

ill  Pmmii 
worn 

Sy/igilisM/ni 
40.  Pmsfi  0///E8 

41  Fm  H§m 

TDICK 
4$,  Qm*s  QuiHm 
^.  Builds  iMtmi 
4t  HtMm^ 


U,  Ifif/i  Qplsn  R^m 
foyf/sf  D/ni/fg  li/on 

Kkhmi 

II.  Pmis  Qintng  Rsm 
6i.  ^g|f|yrl/ll 

70,Aii&$mtHm 


12.  fruit  $\Qm 

K  BuimtShop 
71  Pouitfy,  Qm§,  Ite. 

1%,  diiptniify 

iO.  Of/  f i/fing  SffiiiSfi 

13,  H^Qf^Qhrn 


m  Root 
,  Mil  Poo/ 


i.  iVinsliOragg 

mmiRHHOLD 
M.  PmMfs 

^.  fsmfdi^g'mRomi 


EKLC 


983 


984 


HPS  Wwmt  iMDi 

United  States  Department  of  the  Interior 
Natlenal  Parte  Senfiae 

National  Reglstar  of  Historic  PU 
Inventory— Nomination  Form 

Sm  Instructions  In  How  tm  CQmpMrn  Nmtlonal  RmgMmr  Forms 
Typs  all  tntriss — complets  appllgsble  sgctlQns   

1p  Name   " 

hiitGrIg        Hew  York  Yacht  Club 


QMS  Ha^l^^Mia 


Far  NFS  uu  only 

rsMiVdd 

datdentsrsd 


and  dr  eemmen 


Looation 


■tfta I  &  numbar  37  44th  atre^t 
elty,  town  Haw  York  City 


_  not  fgr  pubileatlon 


— ^  vielnity  of 


itata 


Hew  York 


coda  036 


3,  Classification 


eoynty    New  Yark 


Oafsfery 

diatrlet 
JL^  byndlng(a) 

 stryetura 

 ^ilta 

objaet 


Ownsfaiiip 

— ^  public 
private 

^_beth 

Publle  Aequisitidn 
in  prooasa 
balng  eonaldarad 


ItatMs 

^^^^  ocoyplad 
. — ^  ynsceuplad 
. — ^  work  In  progreaa 
Aoeasslbia 
Jl^  yasi  raitFistad 
_^  yasi  unrastrlotad 
no 


4.  Owner  of  Property 


Praaant  Uaa 

^ —  agrleultura 

 eommarolal 

— _  adueatlonai 

 tntartalnmant 

— ^  g@varnmant 

Industrial 

military  


muaaym 
__parfc 

^ —  privata  raaldanoa 

 rallgioua 

 aslantlfle 

transportatisn 
X  Othari  Clubhouse 

yacht  tlub 


nama 


Haw  Yerk  vaoht  Club 


airaat  &  number      37        44th  Straet 


city,  town 


JJaw  York  City 


vielnlty  of 


5,  Location  of  Legal  Pesoription 


itata  York  inn%^ 


eourthousa;  registry  of  deeds,  ete.  Hew  York  County  Ragigter's  Offioa 
Straat  4  number  ChMbers  Street  - 


elty,  town 


Hew  York  City 


S,  Representation  in  Ixlstina  Surveys 

Landmark  Designation  Reoort 
title  (Lp^lQig) 


State     Hew  York  10007 


date  ^^Ptembar  11,  I979 


has  this  property  been  dtttrmlned  eligible? 

federal   ^— state   


.  yes 


no 


GQunty 


loeal 


depository  for  survey  records      Mew  York  ^i^xr  Ta^^«^*.u^ 


city,  town     New  York  City 
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ContinuatfOfi  diaet 


Titles     National  Hegister  of  Historic  Placea 
Date:     1982  Federal 

Depository  for  survey  records;  National  Register  of  Historic  Places 
City,  Towni     Washington  State i  DC 
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989 


7,  Pescription 


Oi^liiM  Oiitt€li  onm  ^hmek  one 

_^  •xesllofit              detsrferated          unalttftd  X   oriiinil  site 

H^od  —  ruifia  __X    aitarMi  moved  date 

fair   unexposed 


D#Msrib#  th^  prasMt  and  oHginal  (iff  knawnl  physical  appearance 

Suamary 

ff  ^  ^"  Manhattan 

a  „u»b.r  Of  other  private 'SblulldS:'"  Thrilub'' A^fked'b'"""'  "^'f 
are  non-exposed  party  walls  and  rhm  i         ,    entire  lot.     The    side  elevations 

18  7  storlL  In  Light  ("„t  lnc\ud^d  wi?h^^^^  visible.    The  Yacht  Club 

15')  and  la  constructed  of  brLk  ^"h  a  fin^  ^  T'""  "^^^^'^  ^= 

It  IS  a  N«o-B.roque  vr^J'^IJiSl^^'SkS^:'""  S^>'"«"-*lly • 

Principal  Architeetural  Features i  Exterlorl 

countarbalaLe  -  .he  ™S!l'^S^^V^^,^y^°i-|-;^^"        a  vertical 

—Sl.^'^f^l./SJ-  ^  i'Jhl^-rojSS  ^J^^^ 

especially  Dutch  Jagh^  and  «e  fanSfu?l"  "1"'.  ^'  vassals, 
saawaed,  .culpted=i^    'Td  dolpUns       o^L  f'*"   I-rlands    of    shells  and 

enframed  by  two  nonumental  Tnn?^  j      J     unusual    system   of    fenestration  Is 

the  outer  corners.  ^"'^^  "^"""^  "  """"^         Doric  piars  at 

J?ljlctsTS\SS°^n^^J^'^;?'  .  .«S».ntally  arched  window  from  which 

to  that  of  the  adjacent  round=arched         t  *  composition  analogous 

window  surmounts  thf  seg^"ntali7  «,h^^^  1^  f  h'U     """^'^  """"^  «ctangSl.r 

pilaster,  adorned  with  the  club  s hi Sif         '  enframed  by  smooth  broad 

SiSr  ipS°  "Sf  e^-r?^jjfrsa:j:r^'^-"^f^    --'^  - 

SlllaftjL^M^a^r-k^^^^^^ 

tared  a  roof  garden.    The  maward  rot?  S  L'^J^  supported  a  pergola  which  shal- 

2  stories  witl  attic  Endows.  '         ^'^'^"^  °'  ^*'«  f"«da.  contains 

Principal  Architectural  Faaturesi  Interior 

«LfrcStL"°?Ja;'l^?Lf  "^^II^  «e  richly  datailed  and 

or  Trophy    Room,    orlgl^lly    used    as    "    .  #  '  ^              ""^"^             ^"^^  Rotunda, 

(including  the  kerlc*a's%  unfll  1983)     a^^  tha  c^ff,  t""    ^o    "splay  trophlas 

hold  of  a  ship.                                     i»B3;,   and  the  Grill  Room,  which  resembles  the 
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Continuation  shwt 


Item  numbef 


The  light-filled,  2-story  Entrance  Hall,  with  walls  of  Caen  marblas  Is  dominated  by 
a  wide,  red-carpeted  marble  stalrease  that  leads  like  a  glorified  gangplai^  to  a 
landing  glvinf  access  to  the  Model  Room  to  its  left* 

To  the  left  of  the  stairs  on  the  ground  floor  is  what  was  called  the  Strangers' 
Room,  where  all  non^embers  were  detained  uf^til  accompanied  by  a  member  *  The  room 
now  contains  the  reception  desk. 

A  short,  narrow  staircase  at  the  left  of  the  base  of  the  stairs  behind  the  Strangers' 
Room  leads  down  from  the  Entrance  Hall  to  the  oak  dining  room,  knovm  as  the  Grill. 
ThlB  low-ceilinged  room  is  constructed  like  the  'tween  decks  of  an  old  ship*  The 
shiplap  planking  of  the  walla  is  curved,  and  the  oak  bams  and  oak  detailing  are 
massive. 

Originally,  glass  doors  at  the  back  of  the  Grill  opened  into  the  Billiard  Room, 
where  there  were  four  billiard  tables  and  a  large  fireplace.  The  connecting  doors 
have  been  replaced  with  a  wall,  and  the  Billiard  Room  is  now  the  Bar.  The  original 
tile  and  brass  portable  captain's  stove  from  America  rests  in  the  fireplace  of 
the  Bar.  — 

A  short,  curved  double  flight  of  steps  leads  up  from  the  Bar  to  the  domed  circular 
Trophy  Room,  25'  in  diameter  and  2  stories  high.  This  was  originally  a  small 
cafe  furnished  with  green  leather  chairs  and  sofas  reminiscent  of  those  in  the 
owner's  cabin  of  a  turn-of-the-century  yacht.  It  was  put  to  its  present  use  after 
World  War  II. 


The  Club's  greatest  room  is  the  double-height  Model  Room,  where  the  majority  of  the 
Club's  models  are  housed.  Until  1951  the  omier  of  any  boat  participating  in  a  race 
sponsored  by  the  Club  was  required  to  give  a  half  model  to  the  Club.  Many  owners 
gave  full  models.  In  addition,  all  America's  Cup  defenders  and  challengers  and  all 
the  great  sailing  and  steam  yachts  of  the  turn  of  the  century  are  represented  among 
the  roughly  1,000  models  in  the  Club's  various  rooms. 

The  Model  Room  is  45'  wide  and  96'  long,  the  latter  dimension  being  the  full  depth 
of  the  building.  In  the  long  wall  that  contalnf  the  entrance  door  are  four  sets  of 
French  doors  ^Ich  ©pen  onto  shallow  carved  balconies*  Three  of  these  balconies 
overlook  the  well  of  the  Entrance  Hall,  and  the  fourth  overlooks  the  Trophy  Room. 

Opposite  the  wide  entrance  to  the  Model  Room  is  a  monumental  Caen  stone  fireplace 
and  overmantel.  There  Is  a  balcony  around  three  sides  of  the  Model  Boom  that  even 
extends  behind  the  overmantel.  A  circular  shlp*s  stair  leading  to  the  balcony  was 
planned  but  never  executed,  so  that  now  the  balcony  Is  reachei  from  the  third=floor 
landing. 

The  ceiling  of  the  Model  Room,  26'  above  the  floor,  has  a  central  stained-glass 
skylight.  The  room  is  dominated  by  the  larger  models  In  glass  cases,  while  the 
fabric-covered  walls    have    always    been    used    for    the    display    of    half  models. 
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^^""attai  rtiwt  item  number  7 

■ine  tf.UUU-volumo  llbrary-chartroom  on  the  third  tloot  axtands  acresa  th«  front  of 


ths  building.  In  the  buBement  kitchen,  the  original  oak  iceboxaa  have  baan  relined 
and  conyerced  into  refrigerators.  The  original  mahogany-panelad  elevator,  with  Its 
wall-ahined  silver   card   tray  secured  in  Its   bracket,    still  servaa   tha  building. 

The  only  major  interior  changes  to  the  club  since  construction  have  been  additional 
bachroome* 


j'QQtnotag 

iThis  deBcrlptlon  of  the  exterior  is  adapted  from  the  National  Register  of  Historic 

Places  nomination    prepared    by    Nancy    Goaschel    of    the  New    York    City  Landmarks 

Preservation  Comlsslon  in  1981.  m  tB-s 

SvJn.i"'"?i°%1"Kt--^"°°.^\*"  ^"""^                  °*  appearing  In  Lucy  Harvey 

Sydncr,    The    Clubhouse    of    the    New  York   Yacht    Club,"  Antiques.    CXVIII     No  3 

(September  1980),  pp.  508-15.  ■ —    ^       '    ^^^^-J-^-'  ■» 
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8.  iignificarace 


,  prfhiitorlc 
1400-Hii 

.  isoo-iSii 
 laoMSLii 
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1800-1891 

lioo- 


Areas  &f  Signifieanse^Oheeli  and  |ustlfy  below 


irahe^logy^prehlitaric 

ar^healogy^historie 

igricLilYure 

somm  u  nf  eatlens 


community  planning 
conservitlon 
.  esonomles 
education 
ingfntering 
esplDratlon  satttement 
industry 
invention 


landscape  afchiteature 
law 

nteraturt 
military 
-.  musio 
philoiophy 
pdiltlee  ggvemment 


Builder  Arehiteet 


StatBtfiant  sf  Slgnifi€an€»  fin  @n#  paragraph) 

Sumary 


Vftiitney  Warren  of 
Warren  S  Wetmore' 


religion 
sclanse 
.  sculpture 
social/ 

humanitarian 
. .  theater 
„  transpoilatian 
^  other  (s^cify 

(yachtingl 


The  New  York  YaGht  Club,  renowned  as  the  long-^tlme  home  of  toerlca's  Cupj  Is  Amer= 
ica'i  oldest  and  foremost  yachting  organlgatlon*  Before  moving  to  W#  44th  Street, 
the  club  had  bean  l^oated  in  much  more  modest  accommodaClons «  It  was  at  the  insti= 
gat  ion  of  ffllliional^^  banker  J.P,  Morgan  ^  then  Commodore  of  the  club,  that  the  new 
building  was  erected  *  The  clubhouse  has  changed  very  little  over  the  years  and  Is 
today  highly  evocativ^a  of  the  Gilded  Age  In  toerlca  which  produced  the  magnificent 
prlvati  man's  clubs    of  New  Yorksl 


Constructed  In  1S99— i900,  the  New  York  Yacht  Club  la  a  brilliant  eKample  of  the  Neo= 
Baroque  style  and  a  i^aradigm  of  BeauK^Arts  design  principles-  Designed  by  the  noted 
architect  Whitney  W^^ren  of  Che  firm  of  Warren  &  Wetmore,  this  building  established 
the  firm's  reputmti.on -  The  clubhouse  Is  one  of  their  finest  works  and  of  an 
archltictural  merit  ^qual  to  that  of  the  firm's  most  famous  commission,  New  York's 
Grand  Cintral  Termlriml- 


Hiitory 

Founded  in  1844  by  a  group  of  nine  New  York  yachtsmen  aboard  a  schooner  anchored 
off  the  Battery i  tHm  New  York  Yacht  Club  was  incorporated  "for  the  purpose  of 
eneoursglng  yacht  buiilding  and  naval  architecture  and  the  cultivation  of  naval 
science."^  These  al^aa  soon  came  to  realisation  with  the  construction  of  the  famous 
sailini  yacht  *  Amer^cza.  In  1850*  the  New  York  Yacht  Club  was  Invited  to  enter  the 
competition  for  tha  Royal  Yacht  Squadron  Cup,  Great  Britain* s  most  celebrated 
©ailing  prize*  The  x^ace  was  scheduled  as  a  postscript  event  to  the  first  World's 
Fair,  in  London  (1850 J* 


A  founding  member  o£  the  club.  Commodore  Johii  C.  Stevens,  and  several  associates 
took  up  the  challenge*  They  comlssioned  Georrge  Steers  i  known  to  design  the  fastest 
pilot  boats  in  New  ^ork,  to  supervise  the  construction  of  a  yacht  with  which  to 
enter  the  British  rm.€^m*  Christened  toerlca  ,  it  was  this  vessel  ^Ich,  on  August 
22,  1851,  iwept  pasc  fifteen  international  competitors  around  the  Isle  of  Wight  to 
^n  the  ornate  silver    cup  which  came  to  bear  her  name  a  3 

After  winning  a  second  race,  America  was  sold  in  England*  Her  career  after  her 
sale  Wii  extraordinary*  Owned  in  succession  by  several  Ingllshmen,  she  raced »  with 
considerable  success  ^  during  the  rest  of  the  1850s  *  Beginning  in  1861  she  was 
Involved  In  blockade  running  on  behalf  of  the  Confederate  States  and  wound  up 
scuttled  in  the  St.  John's  River  In  Florida,  Raised  by  the  Federal  Navy,  she  was 
put  to  work    chaains     other    blockade    runners    off    the    coast    of    the  Carolinas, 
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Oontlnuatio^i  tfwrt  Hem  nutnbtt 


SLS  f "     -°  Ac^emy.    thsa  t„potariiy  in       Newport.  Rhode 

J?5  ^fn      refitting,   ahe  patUclpatad  In  the  dmSm,  nt  her  a^^p  In  1870.  but 

.ced  f  «„th.  She  was  auctioned  by  the  Navy  In  1873  and  sold  to  »«n.  Benjamin  F. 
Butler,        She  remained  In  his  f aally  untiJ.  1917. 

LaJSL^t^'A^**-         P"«ha8ed  and  presented  to  the  ynlt.d  States  Nt^^al  Academy  and 
TaSl^!    Annapolis,  where  ah.  .erved  «■  an  historic  attraction.        In  1944.  4"e 
a  shelter,  h«  decaying  hull  was  amasli^d  by  an  tees  torn  that  als-^  destroyafher 
elter.       Her  remains  were  brokftn  up  and     became  souvenlri,  althougfa  her  rudder  1. 
reserved  at  Mystic  Seaport  i„  Conn.atlct^t  ±n  the  struetu  a.  once  «t  HoboSn  New 
JMSey,  e=hat  was  the  original  clubhouse  the  New  Xork  taht  Club.  ^^^^^^  ^ew 

In  1857        the  cup's  owners  presentid  It  to    the  New  York  Yacht  Club.        The  Club  thus 
came  tb»e   supervisor  of  the  ^U^!^  G„p  „hlch  began  In      lS^O.4  G.«gl 

S  ««pon,or,  of     ^erica.   convlncd  the   otttier  members  fo 

So^^^'l,"*'     '^'^  speclflcitlon  that  it  become  .  perpeCuaL=  international 
?  challenge  was  acc.pted  until  1870,  when  togk  defeated  tereat  Britain's 
ftibrla.       Aaerlcan   yachts    a  ucceBsfuUy   defended   thicii  23   more   ^Imas.  against 

;  l  IJJtSL  Il"fl'  n f?  Australia,  until  19B3.  when  an  AustfSlan 
ywnCf  A«-str«J.la         finally  wreatid  It  awny. 


taong  th«     most  exciting  of  these  chiUenff^s  were  six  bBtwean  1899  a™d  1930  bv  Sir 

ipeclally  exciting  races  betwean  Llptoa  •  s  ShamgocOf  and  Res^la^te  skipoered 
i  S  'hJfS.^"^*'  were  tl»e   cliiSrTSe,  Co  TttT^toe.!  Srold 

«0    l9l4^^^'  ^flSSi. MaSSE  .uccessivalMurned  b^ck  all  Serf 
nl«0,    ^/3*»  and  1937.     The   races  were     conducted  in  tha  New  York  Narrovs-Sandv 

Se"s?^d.  "'"^  ''^^'^     'h.  water.^  off  Sewlort! 

na  toerlc=a's  Cup  competltloas  ar«  only  th«  most  faoous  of  the  crut.e«  and  regattas 
t  have     been  sponsored  by  the  Club.    Th«    Club  continue,  to  encourage  lnn"ftSs 
and  improvements  in  naval  design.  '  u  vawions 

Ihi  Yacht      Club's   first   clubhouse  »ai  in  Btoboken.   New  Jaraey.   whera      Its  regattas 

Th.^lV      '          Clubhouse  promonttry.  aad  later  on  St.t.n  'island!        In  ll"!?  the 

^3.?^    *^°°*"!  »«»'^«"WP  began  danandlos  an  incrwee  In  aoclal  activities  and 

i«  at  ^Son  Avenue 

n  LJrS        tht^M^?    "f  •  '^^   '^"^   "^^"^'^  aa  .  t:lvlties  were 

Erinirerra*  to  the  Madison  Avenue  addteis. 

ftfj^fli."*"'^  -°-^-K  ^^"'^  "'f  *"  •stabllshed  tradition  in  New  York 

City.    Rapidly  growing  membeMhlps  forcid    many  clubs  out  of  the  bro.-^s  tones  thev 

EufcfuSi    ^  ^""^   I""  op«el«lly   designed  clubhouses!        Afe  SdS 

aS*St«a«*/'*  '^'^  ^^^^  '"-^'^  ovs^erowded  With 
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lliilt#4  i8t^tes  O^pm^mmnt  ^fl^s  Interior 

InvAfifitory-^NomlnQilion  Form 

to  4sflteu«y  of  1898  5  In  ka^plng  with  thlg  ttan^d,  a  Yacht  Club  committee  was  formed 
to  the  poseibiXlty  of  iEietlng  a  larger  ^snd  more   commodloue   clubhouse*  Debate 

as  te»  the  site  and  the  p^rpsiii  Che  clubhQui^e  should  serve  eontlnued  for  eeversl 
000 tbi  5  until    CoOTodore  jlirpont   Morgan    ptoi^^pted    a  decision   by    offering   Co  pur-' 

ahdBe  &  aad  donate  the  W,  44gMlrest  site,  if  fcshe  Club  would  assure  him  of  building 
d  elub^'liQuse  mad  raise  tbfe  a^flyil  dues  from  $25  tc»  $50, 

To  Sects-^re  a  design  for  t,M  "iw  clubs  an  MQbi^  ^tectural  competition  was  held.  Seven 
atctllt^^ets  entered.  On  P^Mkv  15  s  1898,  g^he  New  York  Times  announced  that  the 
d^iigflfc^  ©f  l^rtiitney  Warr%n  d  tor  en  it  Wetmota  had  been"  selected  by  the  Yacht  Club 
buiidltans  commit  tee,  ^  The/  selected  Harre^s^e  evocative  Baroque  design  over  a 
mor^  cc^^nventional  one  m^'}^iM  by  George  A*  J^seeman^  Warren  explained  upon  ptasen=» 
tatioii      ©f  his  plans  I 

^bfiiis  being  a  club  f  0^  8  ipiclal  purpose   na^amely  the  furtherance  of   naval  archl-^ 
t^^eture  from  an  amateu;^  standpoint ,    we   co^^slder   that  externally  and  interoaliy 
ttfiia  arrangements   sbciul^     such   as   to  pl^^ce   the   subject   in  evidence,   and  not 
retire  it  and  make   tk  clubhouse  mpppaz^r   as   that   of  merely  a   social  club.^ 

This  i^mnclful  Beaux-^Arts  d^^iSip  which  Incof p^r^-ated  images  of  marine  life  and  naval 
arehit^^eture ,  was  both  Ifflagt^^^ivi  and  darings  ^a.t  the  same  time,  the  carefully  planned 
eleVa^Qfcion,  the  clear  cxpref  §  Jen  of  the  Interior  ^^lan,  and  the  fine  scaling  and  disposl'^ 
ttca  ^^tf  the  arcbtteeturAl  ^itiil,  demonscrata  Warren's  sound  understanding  of  the 
traditttional  theories  and  pft^oiplis  of  the  Ecol^      des  Beaux^Arta. 


iThls  tsiext  (eKcept  as  noted  under  3-'5)  is  based  on  the  New  York  City  Landmarks 
Freswv^atlon  Commission  P^iignation  Report,  Jhe  jjMew  York  Yacht  Club  Building  (LP-lOlS)  , 
Septe^^^er  11,  1979,  by  RtiCh  ^iWen-^Sturgill  ^  wh^ich  was  essentially  incorporated  Into 
the  tot=ional  Heglster  of  ^ifi^orlc  Places  noffllnaci^^on  cited  in  Note  1  of  the  Description. 

2Heit  V>ork  Yacht  Club  Yeafbopyi  1^^^  > 

3^iy jLj^sa  *  s  history  is  suitaatri^^^  'rom  Robert  W*  Carrlck,  The  Fictorial  History  of  the 
AmmHeh^' m  Cup  Races  (New  "iotyi  Viking,  1964),  pp  ^  .  ia»26,  ~  ~ 

*  PP»  1^3-187;  and  ^gjJ^Mnac,  1985  *  p*      886,  were  the  sources  of  this  suteoary. 

^Grantl^-^^^id  Rlee,    "The   VlcCoa^Mf   the  ^soluM*,^"    Esquire's  Great  Men  and  Moments  in 
S£o«g.      (Hew  Yorki    Harper  k  p«,  1962)  ,  pp*  229-2^  31. 

%eiLyi-*»rk  Times,  Pecembeir  15^18,  5s4. 

7Vm^_^^QzmTU  Times,  pecember  9*  W,  23 14* 
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V«rfeal  boundan^  dMoriptiori  and  Justif  lost  Ion 

The  building  accuples  Borough  of  Manhattan,  Tax  Map  Block  1260,  Lot  16  which  li 
approKlsataly  75'  k  100'  in  size,  as  outlined  on  att^chaH 


 —       — -  wtt  t^a^ji^^^  map  ■ 

List  ail  statas  and  counties  for  properties  overlapping  state  or  county  boundaries 

^j_fttg     eode  eaunty 


code 


state 


€Od# 


county 


1 1  ■  Form  Prepared  By 


code 


name/title     james  h.  Charleton,  Hi^t-r^yian 


organization  Hietary  Division.  National  '^^r:'^_^^riLVi:^ 
street  &  number      1100  L  Streat,  NW 


date 


telephone 


city  or  town 


Washington 


state 


—  .  — — ■   3Qffl1-71?7  

12.  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  CertiffiQation 

The  evaluated  significance  of  this  property  within  the  state  Is: 
.  national  state   =  local 


As  the  designated  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  for  the  National  Historic  Preservation  Act  of  Igfii  (Public  Law  89- 
ii§)i  I  hereby  nomlnaie  this  property  for  Inclusion  in  the  National  Regliter  and  certify  that  It  has  been  evaluated 
according  to  the  criteria  and  procedures  set  forth  by  the  National  Park  Service. 


State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  signature 
titta 


date 


For  HPS  usa  onfy 

I  hereby  certify  that  this  property  Is  Included  in  the  National  Register 


Keeper  of  the  National  Register 
AttesU 

Chief  of  ^glgtratlon 


date 


650 


.ii  996 

EKLC 


MPS  fern  10-9094 


Est.  I&^fti 
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Unil«d  Statds  D«partni#iit  &t  thm  Intdrler 
Netlenal  Park  S«nrl§e 


Rogistor  of  HIstorie  Ph 
Inventory— Nomination  Form 


InttnictiQns  In  How  t&  Qomp^tm  NaVmnml  RmglMr  Ferns 
Typt  lil  ntf  i»»^€empttt»  appiieabig  laetlofii 


1.  Name 

Wttorji              Boat  House  Row 

ind'Of  eommon 

2.  Looation 

•trMt  &  nufiibAr           i^is  last  Rivar  Drive 

ml  for  pubUcatldn 

€lty,  town  Philadalphia                              vicinity  of 

state     Pennsylvania                €OM  swnty 

Phllad#lphis  co^ 

QalHlonr  OwMrMlp  Status 

^—dlstrliH        ^publlo   Clwd]  ^o^eupM 
^JL  bulldlfi§(s)    ^^prlvata  Cbulldings]^^  una^upM 

ttruetura      _  both  -.  -  work  In  pragrass 

_^slta  PyMie  AaquiaitlM  AooMalM 

ebjast         »_  in  proeaas  X  yaa^  raatiistad 

baing  GMaMted       _^  yasi  ynmtrietad 
_n© 


Praaam  Uaa 

afrteultyra 

^  aduMtiofial 

-  atltarttlnmafit 
— Qovarnmant 
^^Induatriai 
^^jnllKafy 


.  fnuaaum 
.  pvk 

,  private  raaldtn^ 

.tallglom 

.aelantifte 


X   ftrti*#g  Recreatien 

(rowing »  Skating^ 
and  seeial  clubsj 


4,  Owner  of  Proportsf 


Sae  eontinuation  shett 


atiaat  4  numbar 


cityt  town 


.  vtelnj^  of 


aMta 


Looation  of  Legal  Pesoription 


courthouaa.  raglatry  Qf  daafli.  ate.  City  Qf  Philadelphia,  Of  flea  of  Racordag  of  Deeds 
atraat  a  nymbaf  Cit3^ Ha jll_    


city,  town  Philadalphia 


atata  Pannsylvania 


€,  Representation  in  litisting  Surveys  

Philadelphia  Register 

tltjapf  Histprlg  Plaees    haa  thia  proptrty  ^an  M9rmlm&  allgibia?   ^  ^  yaa   ^  no 


data        Novarober  27^  1985 


.  fa^ral         atata         soynty  JL^  fooal 


dapositary  fof  aurvay^ragofdi    Philadelphia  Historical  Coittai^Mionp  1313  City  Hall  iUinax 

eHy,  town  Philadelphia  atata  Panns^ 

—   -  - — -   — ^ — —  ^ — 054    ^  — "   
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Uiiltftd  States  D#|Mrtin#iit  of  tho  IntdrioF 
Nittonal  Park  S#nrte« 

National  Raglstar  of  HIstorlo  Pit 
lnvontof^^"Noitilnatlon  Pofm 


ContifWtiM 


4*  Ommn 

The  land  an  whieh  the  scrucCures  of  Boat  House  Row  feat  Is  owned  by  the  Falrmounc 
Park  Coaimlsslon^  a  aimielpal  ageney*    The  Indlvldiial  boat  houses  are  under  the 
following  ownership.  (All  structures  are  situated  In  Philadelphia,  Fa*  19130«) 


Boat  House  #  1 

Boat  House  #  2  and  3 

Boat  House  #  4 


Boat  House  #  S 
Boat  House  #  6 
Boat  House  #  7  and  8 
Boat  House  #  9 
Boat  House  #  10 
Boat  House  #  11 
Boat  House  #  12 
Boat  House  #  13 


Fairaount  Park  Comisslon 
Mmorial  Hall 

Fairaoimt  Rowing  tesoelatlon 
2  East  River  Drive 

The  Sehuylkill  Navy 
4  East  River  Drive 

Pennsylvania  Barge  Club 
4  East  River  Drive 

Pennsylvania  Boathouae  Asaooiation 

4  East  River  Drive 

Crescent  Boat  Club 

5  East  River  Drive 

Baehelors  Boat  Club 

6  East  River  Drive 

University  Barge  Club 
7^  East  River  Drive 

Malta  Boat  Club 

9  East  River  Drive 

Vesper  Boat  Club 

10  East  River  Drive 

tollege  Boat  Club  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 

11  East  River  Drive 

Philadelphia  Athletie  Club  Rowing  Aisoeiation 

12  East  River  Drive 

Undine  Barge  Club 

13  last  House  Row 
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Boat  House  #  14  Philadalphia  Girls  Rowing  Club 

14  Boat  House  Row 

Boat  House  #  15  Bmdgmlmy  Club 

15  Boat  Houia  Row 
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7,  Pescription 


tendiilon  Cheek  ouft  Oheek  onm 

 ^Mottlent              deteriorated  ...  ^  unaltered  X  original  site 

-  gaed   ^  ruins                    altered  moved  date 

 fair  .  .  unexposed 


»Mrlb#  tiM  pr«s«nt  ami  original  |lff  known)  physieal  appaaranee 

gusffliagy 

The  ttitmmti  boaChouses  of  Boat  House  Row  stand  along  the  east  bank  of  the  Sehuylklll 
Mver  north  of  the  Fairmount  Water  Workspl  They  exhibit  the  wide  variety  of  styles 
employed  durlqg    the    second    (1860--70),    third  ai^    fourth   ( 1885-1905) 

generations  of  boathouse  construatlon  on  the  site. 

Boat  House  Eow  oontalns  examples  of  architectural  styles  prevalent  durli^  the  late 
19th  century*  Its  appearance,  however »  has  not  completely  retained  Its  Victorian 
character.  The  construction  of  two  new  boathouses  early  In  the  20th  century  and 
changes  and  additions  to  many  of  the  others  have  altered  Its  overall  appearance. 
The  Row  had  Its  beginnings  In  the  1850s  but  none  of  the  first  generation  (before 
I860)  boathouses  have  survived.  They  were  small  frame  ar^  brick  boat  shelters, 
simple,  unp.^atentious,  and  utilitarian.  The  City  ordered  their  demolition  In  the 
late  1850s « 

The  City  allowed  the  erection  of  three  stone  boathouses  and  the  stone  Skating  Club 
Building  in  I860*  The  three  houses  occupied  the  present  sites  of  #2^3,  6,  and  14# 
Two  boathouses  (at  #3  and  #6)  were  Gothic  tovival  In  style |  the  Skating  Club  (#14) 
was  Itallanate.  By  1868,  three  brick  houses  also  e^lst^  (on  the  sites  of  the 
present  #4  and  5,  7  and  8*  and  9  and  10).  After  the  creation  of  the  Fairmount  Park 
Comlssion  in  1867,  the  Conmiissloners  required  the  replacement  of  the  brick  struc-^ 
tures  by  ornamented  stone  buildings. 

By  1873 j  all  of  the  brick  houses  had  been  replaced  and,  within  the  folloirlng  10 
years,  the  stone  houses  at  #1,  11,  12,  and  13  had  been  built,  extendi^  the  Row 
eastward  toward  the  Water  Works  and  fillip  the  gap  between  the  Philadelphia  Barge 
Club  (#10)  and  the  Skating  Club  (#14).  Most  of  the  houses  erected  In  the  1870s  and 
early  1880s  exhibited  an  ornmental  Victorian  Gothic  associated  primarily  with  the 
Fhll^elphia  Centennial  buildings  elsewhere  in  Fairmount  Park  and  then  considered 
the  proper  style  for  park  buildings.  (The  University  and  Philadelphia  Barge  Clubs 
used  a  Second  topire  style  for  their  boathouse  at  #7  and  8)  [1870-71]), 

Frank  Furness*  design  for  the  Undine  Barge  Cliib  (#13)  in  1882  started  a  movement 
away  from  ornanental  Victorian  Gothic  and  Into  more  eclectic  styles.  In  the  1890s 
and  early  1900s,  the  boat  clubs  either  replaced  or  altered  their  old  boathouses* 
The  architects  us^  a  variety  of  styles,  including  modified  Eastlake  (#4  and 
additions  to  #10),   Shingle  (#7   and  8),   and  Mediterranean-Influenced   styles  (#6), 

Mter  1900,  two  clubs  used  variations  on  the  Colonial  and  Georgian  Revival  styles. 
The  Sedgeley  Cl^  hired  Arthur  H*  Brockle  to  design  a  house  using  elements  of  both 
Colonial  Revival  and  Shingle  styles.  The  Fairmount  Rowing  Association's  house,  an 
excellent  example  of  Georgian  Revival,  replaced  the  earlier  stone  house  at  #2  in 
1904. 
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Tudor  and  half-timbered  atylas  were  also  uged.  Plaiated  Hall  (#1  1881)  the 
Pennsylvania  Barge  Club  (/M,  1912),  and  the  Malta  Barge  Club  (#9,  1901)  contain 
eectlone  of  their  buildings  In  this  gtyle. 

No  new  boathouse  has  been  built  sinee  1904*  Alterations  and  additions  have 
accounted  for  the  work  occurring  on  them  durl^  the  20th  century.  Especially 
during  the  last  decade,  the  growth  of  women's  racing  has  prompted  new  additions  to 
several  boathouses  to  provide  separate  locker  and  shower  facilities. 

Condition  of  Boat  House  Row 

Most,  if  not  all,  the  houses  have  preservation  problems i  e*g..  Boat  House  #5 
(Crescent)  suffers  from  deteriorating  stonework;  ^/*6  (Bachelors)  has  a  large 
crack  running  through  its  brickwork  that  appears  to  be  the  result  of  a  settling 
foundation;  and  #1  (plaiated  Hall)  has  been  poorly  painted  and  is  very  heavily 
used,  (A  full  evaluation  of  the  preservation  problems  of  the  component  boathouses 
is  beyond  the  scope  of  this  nomlnacion*) 

DESCRIPTIONS  OF  INDIVIDUAL  BOATHOUSES 

Boat  House       1  —  Flaisted  Hall 

Plalsted  Hall  (the  former  Public  Boat  House)  Is  of  half-timbered,  shingle,  and 
stucco  construction.  The  eastern  wing  of  the  building  stands  1^1/2  stories  high  in 
approximately  an  octagonal  shape  with  gablea  on  each  exposed  elevation.  Each  of 
the  gablea  contains  two  large  window  openings  on  the  second  floor.  The  ground 
floor  contains  many  windows,  each  frMed  by  half-timbering.  According  to  oral 
history,  this  aectlon  originally  housed  a  carousel  at  another  location  and  was 
brought  here  and  converted  first  for  boat  purposes  and  later  into  a  basketball 
court  with  locker  facilities  for  the  members  of  the  Schuylkill  Navy, 

The  western  aectlon  of  the  building  stands  2  stories  high  in  a  cross  shape  with  the 
long  arm  of  the  cross  eKtending  toward  the  Schuylkill  River  and  standing  cnly  1-1/2 
stories  high.  The  north  elevation  contains  a  tripart  opening  on  the  ground  floor 
and  paired  sash  within  a  second  floor  opening.  The  front  door  sits  on  the  western 
aide  of  this  arm  of  the  buildings  The  eastern  ai^  western  cross^abled  sections 
contain  four-part  openings  on  both  the  ground  and  second  floors.  The  side  elevations 
of  these  crosa-gabled  sections  each  contain  paired  openings.  The  long  1-1/2-atory 
rear  section  has  two  cross-gables  and  several  door  openings  to  the  boat  storage 
space.  The  2-story  front  section  presently  houses  food  and  bicycle  rental 
concessions. 
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The  Public  Boat  House  was  built  In  1881  after  the  comodore  of  the  Sehuylkill  Navy 
complalnad  of  the  disrepuCable  practices  of  the  boat  rental  men  on  the  Row  and  the 
lll^kept  coT^ltlon  of  their  houses,  and  auggested  that  the  Park  GoMlasion  replace 
the  three  existing  houses  with  one  new  publle  one,  Russell  Thayer j  Chief  Engineer 
of  Falrmount  Parkp  prepared  the  design.  Completed  in  1881 j  the  structure  was 
renmed  In  honor  of  Fred  Flalsted,  a  habitue  of  the  Row,  after  his  death  in  1946* 
Alterations  had  been  completed  the  previous  year. 

Bo^at  House  _#  2  ™  Falrmount  Rowl^  Association,  or  FalrffiOunt_Bqat  Club 

The  Falrmount  Rowing  ABsoclatlon,  which  has  occupied  this  structure,  designed  by 
Walter  Smedley,  since  Its  construction  In  1904,  originally  shared  a  double  stone 
boat  house  dating  to  1860  with  the  Quaker  City  Barge  Club.  The  Pacific  Barge  Club 
had  erected  the  earlier  structure.  Eventually,  around  1880 ^  the  Pacific  turned  the 
house  over  to  the  Falrmount  Rowing  Association,  which  used  It  for  20  years  before 
needing  the  larger  present  structure* 

Boat  House  #  2  is  a  Flemlah-'bonded  brick  atructure  standing  2-'l/2  stories  high  with 
a  hipped  roof«  Designed  In  Georgian  Revival  style,  the  building  faces  east  so  that 
an  ©baerver  from  the  Schuylkill  River  or  Eaat  River  Drive  actuaily  sees  the  side  of 
the  building,  not  the  front  or  rear, 


On  the  river  sidfe:,  the  structure  measures  three  bays  wide  with  arched  openinga  on 
the  groui^  floor.  These  formerly  flanked  a  semicircular  portico  which  has  been 
recently  removed.  The  portico  covered  a  slightly  arched  door  flanked  by  two  small 
openi^at  each  with  flat  brick  arches*  On  both  aides  of  the  ground  floor  recessed 
1-bay  extensions  support  open  second=floor  porches*  The  second  floor  contains 
three  large  openinga  *  each  with  6/9  double-hung  sash  flanked  by  2/3  double--hung 
sash.  Three  gabled  dormers  pierce  the  roof.  The  wall  finiah  on  the  first  floor 
has  brick  belteoursea  c  .1  both  the  main  building  and  winga.  Quolnlng  appears  on  all 
corners  of  the  principal  building. 

The  East  River  Drive  elevation  contains  three  rounded  arched  openinga  on  the  ground 
floor i  three  large  openings  similar  to  the  river  front  with  one  small  opening  in 
the  far  right  bay  on  the  aecond  floor,  and  one  thlrd=levei  dormer,  A  l^-bay  atuceoed 
back  section  contalna  a  door  opening  on  the  ground  floor  and  two  6/6  double-hung 
saah  In  a  single  opening  above*  The  porch  above  the  ground  floor  on  the  main  wing 
continues  over  the  stuccoed  addition. 

Boat  Hous_e  #  3  "former  Quaker  City  Barge  Club 

The  Quaker  City  Barge  Club  occupied  the  western  half  of  this  clubhouae  until  it 
became  Inactive  In  1932*  The  building  was  erected  by  the  Pacific  Boat  Club  in 
1360.  The  1-bay,  1-story  stone  structure  displays  a  very  low  profile,  eapecially 
In  relation  to  Its  Imnedlate  neighbors*  It  was  designed  by  an  unknown  architect  in 
the  Gothic  Revival  style* 
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A  set  of  steps  leads  to  Its  lasC  River  Drive  door,  filling  the  1  bay  of  the  north 
elevation.  A  steeply  pitched  roof  Is  plercad  by  a  cross-gable  over  the  door  opanlns. 
The  river  side  originally  duplicated  the  Drive  elevation  but  a  l=story  extension 
erected  in  1874  Co  provide  additional  storage  space  still  fronts  chls  alevatlon. 
The  gable  on  the  river  side  contains  a  rounded  arched  opening  wlch  two  easement 
sash.     Two   narrow    openings    appear    within    the    gable    on    the    western  alevatie 


Lon. 


Boat  House  #3  la  one  of  the  two  second-generation  boathouses  erected  along  Boat 
House  ROW.  After  1932.  the  Falmount  Rowing  Association  Incorporated  this  house  Into 
its  building  at  #2. 

Boat  House      4  —  Hollenback  House,  or  Schuylkill  Navy  HaadquarterB  (former 
gennaylvanla  Barge  Club  '  ^    '  ^  ' 

In  1868,  the  Pennsylvania  Barge  Club  received  permission  to  erect  a  boathousf'  to 
replace  Its  earlier  brick  house.  By  the  time  construction  atarced,  the  Crescent 
tioat  Club  had  Joined  forces  to  build  a  double  stone  house  at  #4  and  3.  respectively. 
After  the  Crescent  Boat  Cli* ,  in  1892.  authorized  alterations  to  their  half  >>f 
the  building  which  destroyed  its  syometry,  the  Pennsylvania  Barge  Club  decided  t7 
replace  their  building  wich  one  more  architecturally  current. 

The  resulting  design  by  Louis  Hickman  produced  a  boathouse  containing  much  of  the 
eclecticism  found  in  peElod  residences.  Eastlake  In  appearance,  the  building  had 
a  stone  ground  floor  and  basement  with  many  deviations  from  the  main  plane  of  the 
building  line,  including  two  side  bays  and  a  corner  tower.  Porches  ran  the  width 
of  the  building  on  both  the  front  and  rear  elevations.  A  large  hipped  roof 
penetrated  by  pedlmented  eyebrow  dormers ,  hipped  dormers  and  a  cross-gable,  topped 
Che  entire  structure.  =        >  rr 

In  1912,  the  need  for  apace  led  the  club  to  hire  C.  E.  Scharmerhorn  to  design  a 
second-floor  addition.  He  removed  the  original  roof  of  Che  main  building  and 
tower  and  replaced  them  with  a  half-clmbered  and  stucco  addition  that  changed  the 
overall  appearance  of  the  building.  The  extension  of  the  Chree-sided  bay  around 
the  chimney  Into  Che  second  floor,  the  use  of  leaded  glass  on  the  addition  and 
the  placamenc  of  a  cross^able  In  the  same  location  as  in  the  original  helped  the 
addition  CO  blend  with  the  ground  floor.  The  structure  now  appears  as  a  2-1/2-story 
building  with  a  gabled  roof,  two  cross^ables.  a  ground-floor  porch  on  the  north 
elevation,  and  a  2-story  open  porch  on  the  river  elevation. 

The  Pennsylvania  Barge  Club  ceased  active  operations  in  1955  and  offered  the  use 
of  Its  house  to  the  vatloua  governing  organizations  of  rowing.  It  now  houses  the 
Schuylkill  Navy,  the  United  States  Rowing  Society  (formerly  the  Schuylkill  Navy 
Assoolaclon) ,  the  Philadelphia  Scholastic  Rowing  Association,  the  Middle  States 
Bfigatca  Association,  the  Dad  Vail  Rowing  Association,  the  National  Association  of 
Amateur  Oarsmen,  and  the  United  States  Rowing  Association.  In  1974.  the  United 
States  Rowing  Society  honored  one  of  its  former  presidents,  William  M.  Hollenback. 
Jr.,  by  renaming  the  building  Che  "Hollenback  House," 
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Boac  House  f^M  has  ur^ergona  some  alteraClone  slnoe  Che  g^^?efnlng  organisations 
oeeupled  It*  These  alcaratlons  have  Included  the  repiacement  of  some  sash  on  the 
ground  floor-  In  addition,  all  wooden  parts  t  Including  the  timbering,  have  been 
covered  with  aluminum  siding. 

Bo_at_House^^  5  "  Crescent  Boat  Club  (LaSalle  Rowing  Associaclon) 

The  Crescent  Boat  Club  erected  their  original  house  In  1869^7 I  in  conjunction  with 
the  Pennsylvania  Barge  Clubs  In  1890^91 »  Charles  Balderscon  enlarged  the  house  for 
the  club  by  adding  two  stories. 

The  street  front  of  the  bulldlt^  has  three  defined  sections i  a  central  section 
containing  the  doorway ,  flanked  by  a  recessed  left  section  and  a  protruding  right 
pavilicn*  The  ground  floor  Is  constructed  of  stone  ami  the  upper  floors  of  brick, 
timber,  and  stucco* 

The  left  section  has  one  ground-floor  door  opening  with  a  brick  arch  above  and  a 
narrow  horizontal  openly  containing  two  eash,  also  with  a  brick  archf  at  the 
second-fioor  level*  The  original  gable  has  been  enlarged  with  a  stuccoed  addition 
t©  its  right  contalnli^  a  window  opening* 

The  center  section  contains  the  door  with  a  brick  arched  opening*  A  large  brick 
course  runs  at  the  top  of  the  door  level*  Smaller  brick  courses  separate  the 
stone  ground  floor  from  the  stuccoed  and  tltsbered  second  and  third  floors*  Four 
casement  sash  fill  the  second^floor  opening-  The  third  floor  CDntalns  three 
openings,  each  filled  with  two  casement  sash* 

The  right  section  contains  a  large  window  opening  on  the  ground  floor  ^luh  a  brick 
arch  above;  the  opening  is  filled  by  two  1/1  double-hung  sash  and  three  transoms 
reading  "1867  Crescent  1891*"  The  second  floor  contains  two  openings,  each  having 
two  multi-light  casement  sash*  An  eyebrow  dormer  pierces  the  hipped  roof*  On 
Che  western  elevation  a  cross-gable  covers  a  protruding  bay* 

The  Cre scene  Boat  Club  turned  the  house  over  to  the  LaSalle  Rowing  Assoclatlots  in 
1951,  when  It  resigned  from  the  Schuylkill  Navy  and  ceased  active  operations*  By 
1974,  the  house  was  vacant*  Subsequently^  the  revived  Crescent  Boat  Club  reoccupled 
Che  house*  The  club  rents  space  in  it  to  the  LaSalle  College  High  School,  the 
North  Catholic  High  School,  and  Che  St*  Joseph's  University  Women's  rowing  teams* 

Boat  House  #  6       Bachelors  Barge  Cltd^ 

The  Bachelors  Barge  Club,  the  oldest  active  boat  club  along  the  Schuylkill  River, 
has  occupied  several  boathouses  In  succession i  two  In  sequence  durlT^  the  perl^ 
before  1860,  when  It  erected  a  stone  house*  In  1893,  the  Falrmount  Park  Coi^lssion 
granted  the  club  the  authority  to  replace  that  structure  with  the  present  edifice* 
This  boathouse  has  remained  essentially  unaltered* 
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This  frsa-standlt^  house,  cQrapietad  in  1894,  exhibits  a  Mediterranean  appearance 
with  Pompeiian  brick  cqmposlng  the  groumi  floor  ai^  pebble==dashed  stuceo  cover Jng 
the  aeeond  story.  Two  square  openings  ^th  9-Hght  casement  sash  pierce  the 
ground  floor  on  either  side  of  the  center  door  opening.  The  latter  contains  a 
frontispiece  reminiscent  of  work  eKecuted  by  the  flra  of  Hazlehurst  ^  Huckel,  the 
architects*  on  Philadelphia  townhouses.  The  second  floor  is  highlighted  by  an  open 
arcade  on  Che  front  elevation  with  siK  arches  facing  north  awi  two  each  facing  east 
and  west,  A  hipped  roof  with  flared  pedimented  dDrmers  sits  on  the  top  of  the 
building*  *^ 

On  the  ease  elevation  there  la  an  octagonal  bay  on  the  second  floor  and  a  story 
brick  pavilion  covering  the  rear  half  of  the  elevation.  The  second  floor  opening^ 
on  the  bay  and  to  the  left  of  the  bay  on  the  east  elevation  and  the  right  center 
and  right  openings  on  the  west  elevation  are  arched.  The  openl^s  closer  to  East 
Mver  Drive  on  both  elevations  are  square  or  rectangular  In  shape  and  contain 
multlllght  sash. 

Today's  tenants  Include  the  Baldwin  School  Girls  Team  and  the  Lower  Merlon  High 
School  teams,  as  well  as  the  Bachelors  Barge  Club. 

Boat  Houses  #  7  and  #  8        University  Barge  Club  W  —  formerly  Philadelphia 
Barge  01^)  ^   ^   

One  of  the  largest  boathouaea,  this  twin  boathouae  by  an  unknown  architect,  built 
in  1870-71,  stands  two  atorlea  high  and  eKhlblta  a  late  19th-century  appearance 
Now  an  example  of  the  Shingle  style,  the  house  has  lost  Its  original  Second  Empire 
appearance.  Work  performed  In  1893  gave  the  building  a  rectangular  outline.  By 
1901,  octagonal  bays  had  been  placed  on  the  left  cancer  and  right  center  openings 
flanking  the  center  door  openings.  In  addlclon,  a  1-atory  pavilion,  3  bays  wide 
had  extended  the  left  and  right  bays  toward  River  Drive.  ' 

The  aeeond  floor  haa  paired  three  light  casement  sash  surmounted  by  three  openings 
each  concalnlng  9  light  aash.  These  left  and  right  second-floor  bays  are  crowned 
by  pyramidal  roofs  and  connected  by  a  central  shlT^led  section  containing  a  alngle 
opening  with  doiAle-hung  sash.  The  left  and  right  pavilions  each  contain  2/2 
double  hung  sash  within  the  left  and  right  arched  openings  and  a  central  arched 
door  opening  leading  to  the  boat  bays.  The  steeply  pitched  hipped  roof  covers  the 
aeeond  floor  and  exteirfs  to  the  top  of  the  grouiri  floor.  Hipped  dormers  pierce  the 
roof  over  both  projecting  pavilions.  Large  gables  highlight  the  east,  west,  and 
river  elevations.  The  windows  formerly  located  on  these  gables  have,  for  the  most 
part,  been  reBoved.  The  east  and  west  elevations  have  four  arched  openings  each 
with  2/2  double-hung  aash  on  the  ground  floor.  The  gables  contain  two  12-llghc 
sash  flanking  carved  medallions  on  the  second  floor. 
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Th©  Unlvarslty  and  FhiladeXphla  Batga  Clubs  were  partneEs  ln  eonstrueting  thes^ 
houses  p  teamad  tegether  to  perform  the  a3.t;erations  In  1893  and  1901  to  maintain  their 
syTOSCriGal  appearance  and  eontiflUid  t^a  act  in  coneert.  In  190O  ,  they  conceived 
the  idea  of  an  annual  Inter-Club  Rigae- ta,  which  contlnuid  untiL  the  outbreak  of 
World  War  I*  When  the  Fhiladalphla  Uir^m  Club  folded  in  1932,  fflo«t  of  its  members 
Joined  the  University  Barge  Club  In  wfciat  was  in  effeet  a  marges  between  the  two 
organizations.  Today,  several  tefini  a^^rate  from  this  double  boa^liousei  ineluding 
that  of  Chestnut  Hill  Academy, 

Boat  Houses  #9  and  #10  "  tfalta  and  Vesg^^r  Boat  Clubs 

The  Malta  and  Vesper  Boat  Clubs  joined  Eorces  in  1873  to  greet  an  ^^rnamental  1-1/2- 
story  stone  boathouse  remlnlBcanc  of  ma^ay  Centennial  buildings. 

The  stone  house  Is  still  visible  buried  under  the  additions  «.pplled  by  later 
architect?  and  contraetors*  Aloni  th^a  Drive  elevation,  the  original  building 
measured  two  bays  wide  with  arcM  epa^aings  appearing  on  both  floors*  The  front 
section  has  a  low  gable  toward  the  Drlv^  and  a  slightly  larger  an^  steeper  pitched 
gable  to  the  rear*  A  moderately  pitchid  ^ross-gabled  bay  CQntainine:  two  second-floor 
openings  appears  at  each  side.  A  latgfe  ,  steeply  pitchid  ctois-gfclDle  ^th  shingle 
siding  exhibits  two  large  and  two  sm^H  openings  on  the  secon^^  floor  and  two 
openings  on  the  third  floor  of  the  sld-i*  elevations,  two  pyramidtJ.— roof ed  bays  on 
the  Drive  elevation,  and  two  large  gablte^  wall  dormers  fadn|  the  ^iver- 

Alteratlons  to  the  Malta  Boat  Uom  hm^^m  included  the  replaceme^it:  of  the  single 
opening  on  the  ground  floor  with  Wo  opi^nlngs ,  the  addition  of  a  tomy  window  on  the 
side  in  1880,  and  a  large  shingled^  sCis^ocoed  and  timbered  lecond —  and  third^story 
addition,  creating    the    tallest    housi  the   Row*     The  architects    of    the  1901 

additions,  George  W*  and  Wllllan  0.  Hewitt,  also  changed  the  appearance  of  the 
barge  boards  on  the  original  gsbli  to  m  *eh  that  of  the  addition.  The  new  2-story 
addition  exceeds  the  height  of  thi  test      cross^gable  and  covars  original  gable 

roof  and   rear  wall  dormer.     The  side  Z  ^1/2-storyi  half-timbered  ^nd   stuceoed  bay 

contains  two  openings  on  the  gecertd  and  third  levels  and  three  op^^olngs  on  the  top 
level  facing  east*     The  center  seetion  the  present  building  ha^s   a  large  gabled 

roof  with  a  trlpart  opening  on  the  shlEagled^s ided  second  floor  f.«eing  norths  two 
openings  on  the  same  level  faeing  iaiCi  and  two  openinga  on  the  t-mlf-^ timbered  and 
stuccoed  third  story.  The  rights  and  tallest,  seetion  aontalni  a  pfc«lred  opening  on 
the  third  level  and  a  single  opening  an  ^lie  fourth  level. 

The  original  design  of  the  Vesper  Boat  ^a©use  also  underwent  change  *  in  1898,  when 
Howard  Hagar  added  a  seaond-f loor  Eurrst  between  the  front  gable  a^<i  the  first  side 
cross-gable,  altered  the  ground  floor  l^ent  openings,  and  erected  a  2-story  brick 
and  shingle  addition  that  masks  loth  t^^m  front  cross-fabla  and  th^m  large  rear  bay 
and  extends  along  the  side  toward  the  i^lver*  The  rear  bay's  p^^ramldal  roof  is 
still  visible.  Other  additions  mu  p3tanned  and  approved  in  19B1  but  have  not 
occurred. 
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Boat  Houga      #11  —  College  Boat  Club  of  the  Unlverglty  of  FennBylvania 

This  sttueteiiire  was  ereet^d  In  1874-75  shortly  after  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
moved  froia  the  canter  city  to  its  present  West  Philadelphia  campus.  The  unknown 
arehitacc  iBeed  a  Victorian  Oothlc  style  similar  to  that  used  for  College  Hall  and 
other  pario«a  University  buildings.  Over  the  years »  additions  and  alterations  have 
hidden  the     original  buildlr|  from  view* 

The  ©rlgltia_l  College  Boat  Hguie  forms  the  core  of  the  present  complex.  Constructed 
of  stona  aiUH^  measuring  2  stories  high,  this  boathouse  had  a  hipped  roof,  punetuated 
by  large  wulJ.1  gables  on  the  north  and  south  ends  and  one  large  wall  gables  flanked 
by  two  smaL^Zer  gables »  on  thi  east  and  west  elevations.  The  openings  on  the  side 
mimicked  cha^  gables  with  a  imall  arched  opening  on  both  floors  under  the  small 
gables  and  m  trlpart,  alttQit  Palladlans  opening  on  the  first  floor,  and  a  trlpart 
arched  ©pen-J.ng  on  the  seeond  floor  under  the  large  gable.  The  wall  finish  of  all 
the  gabled  Biras  frme  rather  than  stone,  a  treatment  used  on  several  of  the  additions. 

A  stucco  and  frame  addition  was  placed  (probably  In  1920)  on  the  Drive 

elevmtlon^^^xtendliig  the  original  front  wall  gable.  This  addition  has  two  square 
openings  fl^^nklng  the  center  opening  on  the  ground  floor  and  a  trlpart  arched 
opening  aiia=llar  to  that  found  on  the  original  sides  of  the  building  on  the  second 
floor.  Anos^her  addition  extended  the  left  wall  gable  of  the  east  elevation  In 
order  to  pt -ovlde  more  boat  storage  space.  A  modern  fire  escape  leads  from  the 
second  fioQ^^  of  this  gable  ind.  Other  1-story  stuccoed  additions  (ea.  1938  and  ca. 
1969)  fotffl  r*he  remainder  ot  the  eastern  third  of  the  complex,  the  front  addition 
having  two  c^^penlngi  containing  aultllight  double  doors - 

In  1980^til»  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  hired  the  firm  of  Francis  Cauffman 
Wilkinson  ^  Pepper  to  deaign  a  2-story  stuccoed  side  addition  along  the  western 
facade  of  t  =lie  building ,  for  women's  locker  facilities,  effectively  hiding  the 
western  ale^^atlon.  The  additiDn  has. two  square  openings  flanking  a  center  door  on 
the  grou^-Sloor  front  elevstlon  and  a  gabled  dormer  above.  The  side  has  two 
gabled  MctJS©ns  forming  ths  left  and  right  bays  and  a  recessed  center  section. 
Three  opanimes  appear  within  the  ground  floor  of  the  left  pavilion,  four  on  the 
right  pavll^ien,  and  four  In  Ehe  center.  A  band  of  windows  Is  on  the  second  floor 
between  the     gables.    Small  circular  windows  appear  on  the  gables. 

Boat  House  J^12  "  West  Philgdelphia  Rowing  Club  (Penn  Athletic  Asgoclatlon  Rowing 
Club)   _ —  m 


Erected  in  L_87S  for  the  West  Philadelphia  Rowing  Club  by  an  unknown  architect,  this 
stone  boath^**iisa  measures  l-^lll  stories  high,  three  bays  wide,  and  approximately 
four  bays  d%^mpm  The  River  Drive  elevation  has  three  openings  on  the  grounJ  floors 
a  central  do— or  opening  f lankad  by  two  window  openings,  each  with  stone  lintels  and 
sills.  On  t^^e  seco^  floor,  within  the  gable,  sits  a  bay  window  with  two  3-llght 
Jalousie  sas"  li    facing    the    Brive   and    one    3-llght   jalousie    sash   to   either  side. 
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The  eascern  elevation  has  remained  generally  intact  with  a  wall  gable  concalnlng  a 
three=alded  bay  window  facli^  the  first  sections  four  openings  with  stone  lintels 
and  sills  QOntaining  2/2  double-hung  sash  on  Che  first  floor,  two  small  openings  with 
stone  lintels  and  sills  conCalnlng  2/2  double-hung  sash  on  the  second  floor ,  and  two 
small  dormers,  one  shed  and  one  gabled,  piercing  the  roof  forming  the  secoi^  seetion* 
The  third  section  contains  a  small  wall  gable  with  paired  1/1  double-^hung  sash  on  the 
second  floor-  The  fourth  section  is  composed  of  a  large  crosstab le  which  protrudes 
from  the  main  building.  The  r^ver  side  of  this  cross-^able  contains  a  large  open 
second— story  porch« 

The  western  elevation  has  been  effectively  covered  with  unsympathetic  1968  and  1981 
stucco-covered  additions  eontalning  locker  room  facilities*  The  addition  contains 
three  rectangular  openings  on  the  ground  and  second  floors  of  the  north  (Drive) 
elevation  and  five  openings  along  the  ground  floor  of  the  west  elevation «  The  second 
floor  of  the  1981  addition  extends  back  only  three  bays  and  an  open  porch  covers  the 
remainder  of  the  structure.  Door  openli^s  are  located  within  the  left  bays  on  both 
floors;  a  fire  escape  leads  from  the  second  floor.  A  cross^gable  tops  the  front  of 
this  addition. 

Boat  House  #13  =^  Undine  Barge  Club 

The  Undine  Barge  Club  stands  2=1/2  stories  high  and  measures  three  bays  along  the 
front  (Drive)  elevation.  The  arched  center  door  opening  is  flanked  by  two  smaller 
arched  window  openings  on  the  first  floor*  The  second  floor  contains  a  single 
opening  framed  by  ornamental  woodwork  within  the  gable.  Another  second-floor  opening 
exists  on  the  right  side  under  the  eaves  of  the  gable. 

The  western  elevation  contains  two  arched  openings  on  the  ground  floor  and  a  series 
of  openings  under  the  eaves  of  the  roof.  A  door  opening  about  two-thirds  of  the  way 
along  the  facade  toward  the  river  leads  to  a  small  open  porch.  Four  gabled  dormers 
pierce  the  roof. 

The  eastern  elevation  Is  highlighted  by  a  large  covered  porch  running  the  length  of 
the  second  floor  to  the  cross=gable.  The  porch  Is  Joined  by  a  large  bay  window  at 
the  northeast  corner  of  the  building  with  a  massive  stone  support  containing  the 
coat=of^arms  of  the  club  below  and  a  pyramidal  roof  above.  Three  dormers  pierce  the 
roof  on  this  side* 

The  rear  crosstab le  culminates  In  a  2=l/2^story  stone  pavilion  with  curved  walls  and 
a  hipped  roof,  a  gabled  dormer  window,  two  openings  on  the  second  floor  facing  east, 
and  a  door  opening  on  the  grou^  floor  facing  north. 

Unlike  many  of  the  other  buildings  on  Boat  House  Row*  the  Undine  Barge  Club,  erected 
In  1882^83  by  the  firm  of  Furness  and  Evans,  has  experienced  few  exterior  changes* 
The  Club   continues   to  use   the   house  and   also  permits  Haverford   School  to  use  It. 
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Boat  House  //14        Philadelphia  Girls  Rowing  Club  (formerly  PhlladalphjLa  Skating 
Club  and  Hugane  Society) 

The  Skating  Club  building,  with  the  Quaker  City  Barge  Club  (Boathouse  #3),  the  oldest 
on  the  Rows  haa  played  host  to  many  boat  clubs.  Over  the  years  the  Skating  Club 
rented  its  space  to  the  Undine  (1860^82),  the  University  (1860=70),  the  2nd  lona 
(1884-95) i  the  Sedgeley  (1897^1902),  and  the  Philadelphia  Girls  Rowing  Club  (1938-65), 
before  relinquishing  control  of  the  building  to  the  latter.  By  hosting  the  Sedgeley 
Club,  it  gained  the  honor  of  housing  the  first  women's  boat  club  along  the  Schuylkill 
River* 


This  Italianate  stone  building,  erected  for  the  Skating  Club  by  James  C.  Sidney  in 
I860,  stands  1=1/2  stories  high.  Despite  its  many  tenants.  It  has  remained  remarkably 
unaltered  over  its  125=year  history. 

All  of  the  openings  are  arched  with  stone  window  moldings.  The  front  contains  a 
central  door  opening  flanked  by  two  window  openings  facing  the  Drive  and  two  others 
which  are  beveled.  Three  openlnge  appear  on  the  east  elevation;  two  on  the  west 
elevation  (the  third  Is  fronted  by  a  small  stone  subsection  containing  a  small  opening 
with  a  stone  lintel). 

The  back  of  the  building  Is  wider  than  the  front  and  measures  two  bays  deep,  A  porch 
on  the  river  side  has  been  enclosed  within  the  past  two  decades.  Bracketed  eaves 
support  the  roof.  A  square  cupola  with  three  arched  openings  on  all  sides  rests  on 
top  of  the  building. 

Boat  House  //IS  "  Sedgeley  Club 

The  Sedgeley  Club's  boathouse  was  erected  in  1902-03,  Using  a  combination  of  the 
Shingle  and  Colonial  Revival  styles,  Arthur  H.  Brockle  created  a  house  which  complex 
ments  the  older  houses  on  the  Row  and  Incorporates  the  old  lighthouse  which  has  stood 
on  this  point  since  the  early  19th  century. 

Measuring  1=1/2  stories  high,  the  street  front  of  the  building  has  a  large  flve^slded 
bay  topped  by  a  parapet  filling  the  left  bay,  and  a  door  opening  surmounted  by  a 
gable  and  flanked  by  one  window  opening  on  the  left  and  two  openings  on  the  right, 
each  containing  9/1  double-hung  sash,  filling  the  center  and  right  bays.  The  front 
of  the  building  curves  to  meet  the  side  section  which  surrounds  the  old  lighthouse. 
Three  hipped  dormers  appear  on  the  moderately  pitched  roof. 

The  north  section  of  the  building  is  curved  and  several  openings  appear  containing 
single  or  paired  12/1  double-hung  sash.  A  parapet  eKists  above.  The  south  (or  east) 
elevation  contains  a  door  opening  on  the  basement  level  with  an  arched  window  opening 
above,  a  narrow  rectangular  opening  filling  the  right  bay,  and  a  square  opening 
filling  the  central  left  bay  of  the  ground  floor.  Two  square  openings  and  6/1  doubles- 
hung  sash  appear  on  the  second  floor,  A  2-story,  partially  open,  porch  stretches 
across  the  river  elevation. 
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The  lighthouse  has  two  arched  openings  at  different  levels  and  on  different  elevations 
providing  light  to  the  stairway  inside ,  and  an  elght^sided  walkway  surrounding  the 
six-sided  light, 

The  Sedgeley  Club  today  operaces  as  a  social  club  rather  than  a  rowing  club.  When 
the  house  was  erected,  it  had  boat  storage  facilities #  The  deterioration  of  the 
slips  ^nd  the  need  for  space  to  service  the  social  functions  of  the  club,  led  the 
members  to  arrange  for  storage  of  their  boats  in  the  Public  Canoe  House  and  remove 
the  slip.  The  Colonial  Dames  of  America,  Chapter  II,  share  the  clubhouse  with  the 
Sedgeley  Club, 


Footnote 

iThis  description  is  a  condensed  and  edited  version  of  Jefferson  Moak's  1983  nomina= 
tlon  form    of    Boat    House    Row    for    designation    as    a    Fhiladelphla    City  Landmark, 


667 


8,  Significance 


prthisteriE 
,  1400-1499 
.....  1SD0-1i99 

16Q£M1ii9 
=  =  ITOCMITil 
Jl^  1S0O-1ii9 


ArMS  ef  Sierilffeane#=»Clieek  and  justify  belew 


ar€heofogy«pr#h}3tDrle 
afchestogy^hlstorjE 
.  igrleulture 
architecture 

art 

commerce 
csmmunieatians 


gammunlty  plinning 
eoni^ervation 
,  economies 
education 
engineering 
expfaratlon  settfement 
industry 
invention 


landicapo  drchiteeture 
iaw 

literature 

military 

music 

phifQsophy 

politics  government 


SpMifio  liMtM  lS60"date 


SuilderArchiteet      Various  CSee  below) 


reiigior^ 
self  no® 

hum^hiiiflin 
tPi^niP^fliifon 

Cro*^  jug) 


^**SuK2|£*  SJgnlllcane©  {In  mnm  paragraph) 


BoathDuse  Row's   boat  and  b  clubs  and   skating   club  came   Into   existence  secva 

the  recraatlenal  needs  of  Fhiladelphiana .  The  clubs  and  their  parent  orJsnj  ii  0^ 
SiKSSu  ^Wladelphia's    na.a    th.oughou/"hf  ^S'^S 

The  Schuylkill  Navy's  role  ia  of  particular  Importance,  Formed  in  1858,  it  is  the 
oldest  amateur  governing  body  in  sports  in  the  United  States.  Indead/  th^  Navy's 
restriction  Of  its  contests  to  amateurs,  beginning  in  1872,  concributad  dir^^tly  to 
clarifyin_g  the  distinction  between  amateur  and  professional  sports,! 

!r^n?^  ^r^'-   PMmler  oarsmen  have   become  national  and  international  ct»«ions. 

The  Olympics   have    served   as   the    setting   of    some    of   the   most    significant    cfi  thasa 
victories,    A  Vesper  Boat  Club  eight  won  the  gold  medal  in  1900.     John  B,  K^Uw  Sr. 
l^^lJs^^ln^^''  to  win  the  singles,   in  1920.     American  representation  ^m] 
fro^thelch^iU  L^/'"       '"'"'^^   ""'^  ^^"P"^^  ^^Shta,   of  ^.mn 

The  growth  of  the  sport  over  the  years  has  brought  Philadelphia  fame  as  a  major  um^ 
for  rowing  recognlMd  not  only  for  the  Schuylkill  Navy  but  also  for  the  emer|^ttcaand 
location  of  other  governing  bodies  (the  Philadelphia  Scholastic  Rowing.  Hiddfa  Stitae 
Regatta,  and  Dad  Vail  Rowing  Associations)  in  Philadelphia.  m  addition.  ^sMy 
shares  its  quarters  in  Boat  House  #4  ^Ith  the  United  States  Rowing  Assaciat4n,  ?he 
national  governing  body  for  rowing  in  this  country  (founded  in  1873  as  the  %ial 
Association  of  Anaateur  Oarsmen).  a 

The  individual  rowing  clubs  are  of  interest.  They  Include  both  the  oldest  aont±Hmmly 
existing  club  in  the  United  States  and  the  oldest  women's  club.  «  y 

I^L^f^I^fn^J^riu  -  the  prominent   individuals  tag 

?IS    S'h        1     ^  ^^^^^  considerably  more  Interest  than  typlcU  lat^ 

19th'  and  early  20th-century  utilitarian  buildings. 

History 

At  an  early  st|ge  in  Philadelphia's  history,  residents  of  the  area  used  the  r^ar  to 
swim  and  fish.2     inns  and  hotels   sprang  up   beside   the  riverbanks    to  cater   to  thoie 
J^^f fT""^?-       -  '-"^  hunting,  fishing,   sleighing,   skating,   ot  Juit  to 

;  J  ^w?fi.    ;  i«  «  picturesque  rural  setting.     aI  the  clcy  gr^/^o  ths 

Schuylkill's  banks,  the  river  became  increasingly  used  for  recreation        ^  ^        CQ  ^ 
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In  thm  early  19  th  eentury,  the  erect  Ion  of  thm  Falrmount  Witer  Worki  and  FalrQOunt 
Dsn  alterad  the  river  frsm  a  tidal  strem  to  a  very  long  freshwatar  lake  that  €\7€q- 
tually  drowned  Che  eaCaraet  known  as  the  Falls  of  Sehuylkm.  This  change  p^ov^dad 
a  ralatlvaly  calm  aurfaea  which ,  when  frozen p  was  Ideal  for  skacera  and,  wha^  riot 
frozan,  baema  one  of  tha  finest  courses  avallabla  in  thi  United  itatss  for  a  i^^ort 
then  In  Its  infancy  i  rowi^. 

Indeed  y  the  Schuylkill  Mvar  and  ro^ng  became  IneKCrlcably  linked  for  mueh  qI  eha 
history  of  the  sport.  The  first  raeorded  regatta  on  the  iehuylklll  occurred  in  1^335 
between  the  Blue  Devils  ai^  tha  Imps  Ba^e  Clubs Earllir  eon  tea  ti  had  pro^n^ly 
taken  place  I  the  University  of  Fannsylvania  claims  th§^  It  first  raced  iti  J^SOl 
against  the  Atalanta  Boat  Club  of  New  York  Gity»  Tha  exglCement  generated  by  nhm 
1835  race  sparked  the  formation  of  many  rotd^ng  cl^s,  most  of  them  short-lived,  The 
surviviog  clt^Sp  however^  eventually  rao^nized  the  niid  for  an  organizatt«7n  ^o 
control  tha  sport  and  to  prevent  it  from  becoming  a  victim  of  shady  practiGe^  ^nd 
fixed  raees. 

During  much  of  the  19th  century,  professional  rorars  dominated  the  sport  mu^h  as 
professional  athletes  dominate  many  sports  today.  The  {graatlon  of  tha  Schuyll^^Xl 
Navy  in  18S8  resulted  from  the  clubs*  Intent  to  promo (§  amateurism  on  the  rAv^  m^m 
The  rules  of  the  Navy  expressly  prohlbitad  the  aooaptinci  of  any  wagered  m^^^^y* 
Non-adherence  led  to  expulsion.  The  success  of  the  Navy  and  similar  organi^a^i-  ons 
thro*^hout  the  country  contributed  heavily  to  the  extlnedon  of  Che  professional 
rower. 

In  ISSSg  the  City  of  Philadelphia  declared  the  Lemon  HillEetatep  purohased  ^he 
alty  in  18449  a  publie  park  to  be  known  as  "Falrmount  Parki"  A  leaseholder ,  Wh0  =^wm 
usif^  the  Lemon  Hill  Estate  as  a  beer  garden »  had  allowed  savtral  boat  clubs  to  #r^^at 
houses  along  Che  river.  The  ramshaokle  nature  of  these  gtruetures  prompted  th^  jf  ^y 
to  eoDdemn  them  in  1839.  Pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  chi  City  by  the  various  b.^at 
cli^s  and  the  Schuylkill  Navy  resulted  In  the  passage  of  ordinances  in  1860  t^%mt 
permitted  the  const  rue  t  ion  of  three  boathouses  by  the  Faclfle  Boat  01^  and  the  ^l^^wba 
aomprlslng  the  Schuylkill  Navy»  and  allowed  the  Philadelphia  Skating  Club  to  er#C"C  a 
house  « 

Skatif^  had  become  so  popular  a  sport  that  in  1849  the  Philadelphia  Skatifig  Club  ^^^ms 
form^  to  promote  the  sport  and  rescue  skaters  in  dai^eri  The  lifesavlng  reCor4  of 
the  clidi  soon  eclipsed  that  of  the  older  Philadelphia  Hunane  Society  and  the  ^^wo 
oig anizacions  mei^^^  in  1861,  as  the  Phil^elphla  Skatii^  Club  and  Hwane  Soci^^cy* 

Some  clubs  soon  erected  boathouses  In  much  the  former  way  although  brisk  and  #t^^ne 
structures  replaced  the  earlier  frme  buildir^s.  The  dty  goverment  exe^^i^^ed 
little  or  no  control  over  their  construction  and  deslgnt  After  the  enlargaaen^  of 
Fairaount  Park  in  1867,  however ,  the  Park  Comlssions  in  1868,  received  the  auth^v^^Cy 
to  review  and  approve  plans  for  struccures  In  the  parki  Hith  this  authority,  che 
Commission  ordered  the  removal  of  all  but  the  Skating  Club  building  and  thoie  tKsmt 
housed  the  Pacific  and  Bachelors  Barge  Cli^s. 
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Tha  elubs  then  began  to  eract  mora  aesthetieT  rather  than  atrletly  utllitarlanT 
buildings*  By  1872,  they  had  ereaCed  a  number  of  stOM  boathousess  primarily  In  a 
Vietorian  Gothic  style  favored  by  park  archlteeta  In  the  period •  Again ,  In  aeaordanoe 
'  with  the  aecepted  thQught  of  the  dayj  the  Conmlaslon  dictated  the  uae  of  atone  for 
all  new  construction. 

Eventually,  sentiment  shifted.  People  came  to  feel  that  styles  other  than  Victorian 
Gothic  fitted  well  into  park  settlngsi  the  boat  clubs  were  allowed  to  erect  houses  In 
a  variety  of  styles.  Including  Mediterranean,  Flcturegque  Victorian  (Eastlake)* 
Shingle,  and  Colonial  Revival*  The  Commission  also  let  the  clubs  build  with  materials 
other  than  stone,  including  brickg  shingle,  and  stucco.  The  clubs  proved  themselves 
responsible  tenants,  ^^ich  the  ComEalssion  informally  recognised  by  allowing  the 
construction  of  new  buildings  and  enlargements  that  gave  the  clubs  plenty  of  room  to 
carry  on  social  events  as  well  as  provide  space  for  housing  boats. 

The  Schuylkill  Navy 

The  Schuylkill  Navy  began  in  1858  with  nine  clubs  and  approximately  300  members.  In 
1983,  its  125th  year,  it  boasted  a  membership  of  ten  clubs  and  more  than  1200  partle-^ 
Ipatlng  rowers.  The  ten  clubs  (with  dates  of  Joining)  are  the  University  (1858) » 
Undine  (1858),  Bachelors  (1859-70,  1882-date),  Malta  (1865),  Crescent  (1868),  Vesper 
(1870-71,  1879-date),  College  (1875),  Falrmount  (1916),  Penn  Athletic  (1925),  and 
Philadelphia  Girls  (1967).  At  least  23  other  clubs  have  beionged  to  the  Navy  at 
various  times . 

The  Schuylkill  Navy  and  its  member  clubs  still  host  many  races.  In  1953,  the  Navy 
convinced  the  Dad  Vail  Rowing  Association  to  move  its  regatta  to  Philadelphia*  It 
has  remained  since.  The  Dad  Vail  is  probably  the  largest  collegiate  regatta  held  and 
usually  signifies  the  end  of  the  spring  rortng  season  for  most  collegiate  teams.  The 
45th  Annual  Dad  Vail  Regatta  (1983)  had  participating  teams  from  67  colleges.  Other 
major  regattas  held  each  year  Include  the  Thomas  Eaklns  Head  of  the  Schuylkill  Regatta 
(sponsored  by  the  University  Barge  Club)  and  the  Preatbite  Regatta,  The  Mavy  also 
sponsors  other  athletic  endeavors  including  a  basketball  league  and  an  annual  cross- 
country race.  The  latter  has  been  held  since  1899,  with  a  few  interruptions  during 
World  War  II, 

Other  Boat  Clubs 

In  addition  to  the  clubs  In  the  Navy,  other  clubs  associated  with  the  boathouses  over 
the  years  have  Included  Sedgeley,  LaSalle,  West  Philadelphia,  and  lone.  Many  of  the 
clubs  allow  scholastic  and  collegiate  clubs  to  share  their  facilities. 

SPECIFIC  BOAT  CLUBS 


Bachelors  Barge  Clubi  Organized  In  1853,  the  Bachelors  Barge  Club  claims  to  be  the 
oldest  boat  club  in  existence  today.    It  presently  occupies  Boat  House  06, 
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College  Boat  Club  of  the  Unlvegslty  of  Fjajia^^ylvanlai  Originally  the  UfilvarsiCy  of 
Penasylvanla  was  reprasented  in  rowing  ^hEtim  Unlvarsity  Barge  Club  ,  Whleh  began  as  a 
univarslty  studenc  cli*^  but  soon  smymtmi  i  Its  tles^  In  1872,  stude^ti  founded  the 
"Collaga  Boat  Club"  to  riprisent  the  Xlni^B^^mtty  in  rowing  ^venta.  tH^v  itiGted  their 
owa  house  (#11)  in  l874-?5i 

Craaceat  Boat  Club  I  ^^irs  of  two  el^s#  the  Fickwlek  Barge  club  and  the  (flrat) 
lone  Barge  Club  ^  formed  £  hi  Creseent  in  l^^^?,  Althoi«h  not  very  aetivi  today,  they 
rent  their  boathouse  (#3)  to  several  Collt^l^ate  and  acholaatle  teams* 

Fairmount  Rowing  Aasoaiationi  Shortly  aCt^^ff  formation  In  IS??^  the  Falraount  Rowing 
Association  procured  the  boathouse  and  e4t«ipment  of  the  Faelflc  Barp  Club,  In 
addition  to  their  ow  beathouse  (tZ)  ^  th^f  aequlred  the  Quaker  City  Club  house  (#3) 
after  the  letter's  demigi, 

Malta  Boat  Clubi  The  Haiti  Boat  Cli^^  f^\j^»aed  In  I860,  is  th^  only  clul  whleh  traces 
its  exlatenoe  to  rowing  on  the  DelawaM  m^m^^T  ^  where  they  owned  a  b^>at  and  boathouse 
at  Smith's   Island*     They  moved  to  the  S^i^u^^ylkill   in  1863,     The  club  cceuples  Boat 


Fenn  Athletic  Club  Rowlpg  AeiQeiations  Th0  m  asaoelatlon  traeea  its  tooti  to  1871  when 
the  West  Fhiladelphla  Boat  Club  was  formed*  The  club  erected  Boat  Hoysi  #12,  which 
it  still  occupies,  in  1878*  In  1924*  th©  ^  ^1^  became  agaoctated  with  the  downtown 
Penn  Athletic  Club  and  ehanggd  its  name,  jQ&-hn  B.  Kelly,  Sr,^  helped  bHf  prominence 
to  the  club  In  the  1920s  1930s* 

Pennsylvania  Barge  Club;  The  Fennsylvanl^  Bs^rge  Club  existed  from  l8^ no  late  1955 
when  they  turned  over  thilt  boathDuee  (#45        o  the  Schuylkill  Navy. 

Philadelphia  Barge  Club;  First  known  as  t^Tie  Panola  Barge  Club,  ch^  Philadelphia 
Barge  Club  was  organised  in  1862.  It  fl^gt  ^  occupied  a  small  brick  houie  along  with 
the  old  Waahington  Barge  Club  and  repl^^^o^d  it  In  1870  in  conjunction  with  the 
University  Barge  Club,  eifeacli^  present  B^^t  -  Houses  #7  and  8t  A  number  of  prominent 
Philadelphia  architects  beloi^ed  to  the  th^Lfl^elphla  Barge  Club,  including  Louis  C, 
Baker,  Jr*,  Arthur  H.  Broakle  (who  designed  I  Boat  House  #15),  James  p.  sins,  Emlen  L, 
Stewardson,  and  John  Stewardion,  The  dub  •  ceased  operatlan  at  the  etid  of  1932  and 
merged  with  the  Unlveraity  Barge  Cl^* 

Philadelphia  Girls  Rowing  Clubi  CompDaed  p^i^marily  of  wlvea  of  oaraoen  who  wished  to 
participate  in  this  mostly  all-male  apor^^  the  Fhiladelphla  Girls  Rotting  Club  was 
organized  in  1938.  It  Is  the  oldest  a^t^\?^e  such  club  in  eKlstene^,  They  flrit 
rented  the  Philadelphia  Skating  Club  and  ft^fe.  ane  Society  building  (Bodthsuie  #14)  and 
around  1965  obtained  full  title  to  It. 


House  #9. 
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Quaker  City  Bmnm  Cli^i  Qr^mni^mA  in  M,  tha  al_ub  filtered  many  raees  during 
its  74-yaar  sKistenea,  arf  haW  Ch^  hmt  of  ^m^^mtivig  in  tha  first  Four-Oarad 
Shall  with  Coxswain  raee  in   1870 •     It  ciisid  actlyfi      o^ratioas  at  tha  and  of  1932* 


Sadgalay  CltA  g  Formad  In  1897  as  t^i  feleida,  Barga 
was  8©on  ahangad  to  tha  iadgalay  *  Ihey  first 

#14  and  appllad  for  ^ralsaien  f ros  eta  Falroouat  I 
building  In  19D2#  With  Che  suppoirC  lha  Univaf^i 
paralaslon  to  build  #15  Boat  Houaa  ^^w^  Ey  World  Wa^ 
a  soaial  organisation. 


Canoe  011^,  this  group*  s  nsma 
^eeuplad  quarters  in  Boat  Hausa 
srk  Commission  to  ereet  a  nav 
Ity  Barge  CltA ,  they  obtained 
IX,  the  club  had  beaoma  lai^aly 


Undine  Barge  Clubg  Undlni  Barge  Cli^  bUxM  ©paratL^ons  in  18S6,  occupying  a  small 
frma  house  along  tha  Schuylkill  ifhi^h  ths  City  c^ndai^anad  In  1859*  qumrterW  in  #14 
Boat  House  Row  from  1860  to  18821  tH^  M  Comlsaio^^ad  Furnass  and  Ivana  to  daslgn 
Boat  House  #13,  which  thay  scill  oCquP^iSi^  to  whlah      they  moved  in  1883. 

University  Barge  Clubg  Thi  UnlvaraiC>  Birfa  Clt^  d^_aces  to  1854.  It  originally 
limited  meEDbarshlp  to  students  and  ^ftdwtes  of  th^  U^^alvarsity  of  Fannsylvanlas  The 
elub  shared  tha  Fhiladalphia  Skating  O^LuUnd  HTO^tia  ^^oaiety  housa  (#14)  with  Undine 
before  conatrueting  Boat  Housas  #7  mfjd  Ovith  the  Phl^^adalphis  Barga  Club.  In  1932- 
33,  University  absorbed  the  lactar  aJ*4  took  over  tH^  antlre  doubla  house.  Like  the 
Philadelphia j  tha    Unlvarilty    Club    lia^  a  nusbar  prominent    arehltect  menajers. 

Including  Charlas  L.  Borlii  Jr.,  Cl«k%  teton  Ohwcfcsimanj  James  S.  Matf  laid ,  George 
Howei  Sydney  E.  Martin,  OaorHe        P^^i      John  F«  fl*  Sinkler. 

Vespar  Boat  Clubi  Foundad  in  1865  ^  thii  club  op«tft^fcad  under  the  name  Washington 
Barga  Club  until  1870*  la  1872,  th^y  joined  tha  Hiata  Boat  Club  to  arect  prasent 
Boat  Housas  #9  ai^  10.  John  B.  Kaljy^  Jr*,  la  gan#r  -mlly  aredited  with  leading  tha 
Vespar  Club   to  its  graatiit    suCQaa^^a  dyring   tha  ol^adla  of  tha  twentieth  aantury. 

ARCHITECTS  OF  THE  BOAT  HOUSES 

Tha  architects  of  several  of  cha  boath^Wii vera  vmlX-^k^miQmL  figures  In  tha  profasslon. 
Othars  ara  of  lesser  signlflesiiea  ^  Or  ^rtnot^  far  os^har  aaaompllshments.  Ml  were 
aetlve  In  tha  Fhiladalphia  area. 


Frank  Furnas s 


Furness'  works  domlnatad  Fhiladalphia' ^  landicapa  durie=g  tha  lata  19th  and  early  20th 
canturlasi  few  still  axlst.  Ha  eKeetfte^two  eommla0l-^-©ns  for  tha  Undina  Barge  Cli^^ 
the  up--rivar  Castle  Rlngstitten  (lB7%)  andBoat  a^ua©  S^13  (1882-83). 
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Gaorge  W^and  Wlllian  D.  Hewitt 


These  two  bfothers  Joined  profeiaional  forees  In  1878.  Gaerge  had  been  Furness'  partneF 
until  1876*  The  Hewitts  proved  their  veraatlllty  by  designing  industrial,  eosMrclal 
ecelesiaitlcal*  and  residential  structures.  The  Bellevue-Stratford  Hotel,  the  Bourse 
Building,  and  the  Wissahickon  Inn  are  their  most  notable  surviving  bylldings.  The  work 
they  performed  on  the  tolta  Boat  Club  house  came  at  the  end  of  their  firm's  prolific 
existence. 


Edward  Hazlehurst  and  Samuel  Huckel,  Jr, 


Haslehurst  and  Huekel  teamed  in  1881,  forming  a  20-year  partnership  that  specialized  in 
ecelesiastieal  and  residential  architecture.  Their  eMlesiastieal  work  includes  Mother 
Bethel  A.M.E.  Church  (a  National  Historic  Landmark)  and  Union  Methodist  Church,  Examples 
of  their  residential  commissions  are  found  throughout  Geraantown  and  Chestnut  Hill. 
They  designed  two  clubhouses  for  the  Bachelors  Barge  Clubi  the  "Bachelor's  Button*'  in 
the  East  Falls  neighborhood  in  1882-83  and  Boat  House  #6  In  1893-94,  Huckel  became  a 
member  of  the  club  shortly  after  the  boathouse  was  completed, 

Louis  Hickman 

Hickman  never  attained  the  recognition  accorded  to  many  of  his  peers.  His  work  within 
the  T-Square  Club  and  the  renovation  of  the  Merchants  EKchange  Building  have  come  down 
as  some  of  his  most  notable  aecomplistaents.  He  designed  Che  Pennsylvania  Barge  Club 
at  Che  beginning  of  his  career  in  a  Picturesque  Victorian  style.  The  addition  of  a 
second  story  In  1912  modified  his  original  design. 

Clarence  Schermerhorn 


Schermerhorn  does  not  have  many  major  architectural  works  to  his  credit.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  contributed  heavily  to  architectural  literature  with  Architectural  Studies 
House  Hints  for  Those  Who  Buy,  Rent,  or  Sell  (1902),  "How 'to  Go  About  Planning 
Your  House"  (1916),  and  Home  Building  Hints  (1924);  mong  others.  He  also  became  one 
of  the  first  architects  in  the  country  to  broadcast  on  the  radio,  with  his  brochure 
"Services  of  an  Architect"  being  read  over  the  air  on  thirty  stations.  His  specialty 
lay  in  the  field  of  domestic  architeeture^  The  Pennsylvania  Barge  Club  hired  him  in 
1912  to  add  the  second  story  to  their  Hlckman-designed  building. 

James  C.  Sidney 

James  C,  Sidney,  a  cartographer,  surveyor,  and  architect,  designed  the  Philadelphia 
Skating  Club  building  In  1860.  He  also  wrote  five  parts  of  a  proposed  ten-part  series 
entitled  American  Cottage  and  Village  Architecture,  In  1859,  working  with  a  partner, 
Mdrew  Adams,  he  produced  an  early  landscape  plan  for  Falrmount  Park,  During  the  late 
1860s,  he  designed  numerous  school  buildings  in  the  city,  few  of  which  stand.  Sidney 
has  been  overshadowed  by  his  contemporaries  Thomas  U,  Walter  and  John  Notman. 
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Smadley  spaelallied  In  resldantlal  archltaGtura ,  principally  In  tha  Colonial  Ravlval 
stylas^  He  also  axecuted  soma  notabla  daslgns  for  Philadelphia-area  banks  (prlnel- 
pally  the  Northarn  National  Bank  and  the  Wast  Phlladalphla  Title  and  Trust  Company)  and 
othar  Gommarelal  buildings*  Tha  Fairmount  Boat  Club  house  Is  only  one  of  several 
structures  Smedlay  contributed  to  Fairmount  Park* 

Arthur  H*  Brockle 

Tha  Sodgeley  Club  building  (1902-03)  represents  one  of  Brockie's  earliest  commissions* 
His  raputatlon  Is  based  chiefly  upon  his  residential  designs ,  many  of  which  still  exist 
in  Germantovm  and  Chestnut  Hill*  His  Interest  In  Boat  House  Row  was  not  limited  to  his 
role  as  one  of  Its  architects i  his  bosses,  John  and  Imlen  Stawardsonj  belonged  to  the 
Philadelphia  Barge  Club  and  he  joined  the  University  Barge  Club  In  1902, 

Charla^  Balderston 

Balderston's  work  consisted  chiefly  of  alterations  and  additions  to  existing  buildings* 
His  work  on  the  Crescent  Buat  Club,  In  i890-'91,  came  during  his  first  years  as  an 
independent  architect. 

Howard  Hagar 

The  alterations  and  additions  to  the  Vesper  Boat  Club  in  1898  were  his  major  work 
within  the  central  portions  of  the  city. 


Footnotes 

A "Amateur  Athlete/*  In  Frank  G*  Menke,  The  Encyclopedia  of  Sports,  5th  rev*  ed. 
(New  Yorki    A*  S*  Barnes  &  Co*,  1975),  pp.  11-12, 

2Tha  bulk  of  tha  data  contained  In  this  statement  Is  adited  and  condensed  from 
Jefferson  Moak's  1983  nomination  of  Boat  House  Row  for  designation  as  a  Phila- 
delphia City  Landmark* 

3j*T,  Scharf  and  Thompson  Wastcott,  History  of  Phlladalphla »  1609-1884  (Philadelphia i 
1884),  ir,  1870=1871*   
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Varbal  Boundary  PeserAption 

Baac  House  Row  Is  enclosed  by  a  line  beginning  at  the  apex  of  the  curved  west 
curbline  of  the  Intersection  of  Aquarium  and  East  River  Drives ^  proceeding  south- 
ease  along  that  curbline  of  Aquarium  Drive  to  the  north  edge  of  the  traffic 
circle  enclosing  the  Fountain  of  the  Sea  Horses ^  then  due  west  to  the  edge  of  the 
Schuylkill  Rivera  then  upriver  along  the  shoreline  to  the  south  edge  of  the 
statue  of  Karlsefni  at  the  river's  edge»  then  due  east  from  that  point  to  the 
west  curbline  of  East  River  Drive,  and  then  generally  east  along  that  curbline  to 
the  point  of  beginning* 
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D«&erib«  Iti9  pr^sMt  mnM  original  fit  bnownl  physloal  appoaranee 

The  historic  core  of  the  Asllomar  Conferenee  Grounds  cont:aln8  11  buildings,  all 
designed  by  the  noted  American  architect,  Julia  Morgan,  In  a  rustic  "Craftsman" 
mode  Intended  to  fit  sensitively  into  the  scenic  oceanslde  location.  Built  among 
the  dunes  and  Monterey  pines  of  Asllomar  Beach,  the  buildings  utilise  compatible 
materials  such  as  redwood  shingles  and  shakes,  exposed  stone  foundations'  porch 
piers,  and  fireplaces « 

The  focal  point  of  the  cOTplex  Is  the  large  circle  flanked  on  the  three  land 
sides  by  the  Administration  Building  (east),  the  Chapel  (north),  and  the  Crocker 
Dining  Hall  (south).  Dormitory  facilities  lie  to  the  east  and  north  of  this 
core.  Access  roadways,  following  Morgan's  plan,  wind  through  the  complex  from 
the  massive  stone  entrance  gates,  also  designed  by  heri  retaining  walls  are  of 
exposed  stone;  and  pathways  are  often  lined  with  atone  where  they  cut  into  the 
grade.  New  construction,  described  at  the  end  of  this  section,  has  occurred 
around  the  edges  of  the  historic  core.  It  does  not  obscure  the  view  from  the 
historic  structures  to  the  sea. 

The  features  that  rmaln  from  the  historic  period  arei 
^  the  Entrance  Gates  (1913) 

^  Administration  Building  (Phoebe  A.  Hearst  Social  Hall)  (1913) 

Crocker   Dining  Hall   (Mary  A.   Ofocker   Kitchen  and  Dining  Room)  (1918) 
^  Mraorlal  Chapel  (1915) 

The  Lodge  (Visitor's  Lodge)  (about  1918) 
^  Scrlpps  Lodge  (1927-28) 

Viewpoint  (originally  the  "Health  Cottage")  (about  1918) 
°  Hilltop  ("Stuck-up  Inn")  ("House  of  Happiness")  (about  1918) 
°  Outside  Inn  (about  1913) 
^  Merrill  Hall  (1927-28) 

Tide  Inn  ("Pirates  Inn")  ("Reserve  Cottage")  (1923) 
°  Plnecrest  (David  Vlsel's  Cottage)  (1927-28) 

Along  with  the  road  plan,  the  Morgan-era  structures  are  all  Judged  to  contribute 
to  the  historic  significance  of  the  complex.  They  are  described  individually 
belowi  i 

Entrance  Gate^ 

The  entrance  gates,  at  the  Intersection  of  Asllomar  and  Sinex  Avenues,  consist 
of  two  square  rough-cut  granite  columns  positioned  at  an  angle  whlcli  leads  the 
visitor  into  Asllomar.  Craftsman-style  ironwork,  containing  lighting,  surmounts 
the  columns - 

The  entrance  gates,  among  the  earliest  of  Morgan's  features  on  the  grounds, 
introduce  the  informal  Craftsman  ethic  employed  by  her  throughout  the  complex! 
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AdrnjolBtgation  Building  (Phoebe       HMTgt  SQCisl  Hall) 

the  A^iniscrmcion  Building  is  Morgan's  rarliesc  ^ilwar  building.  It  was 
designed  and  eonsCrueced  of  loeal  nacwal  raaCerlals  in  If  13,  The  ecruetia-a» 
which  escablished  the  arehiCecttural  style  Horgan  raployed  on  the  other  build- 
ings *  is  a  1^1/2-storyp  long,  reoCangulai:  split  log  and  post-and-beam  building 
surmounted  by  a  cfoss  gable  and  hip  roof.  The  front  faeade  is  pune tinted  with 
a  large  aentral  aobblestone  ehieney  and  projecting  hip-roofed  rooms  at  either 
ends  The  projeetlng  eave  line  is  aphasised  by  post-and-beaa  and  vertical 
split  log  detailing  whieh  runs  aeross  the  faeades  direetly  below  the  eave  line. 
The  roof line  is  accented  by  a  eentral  open  hip-roofed  cupola.  Fenestration 
consists  of  banks  of  threes  and  five^ow  ^sraent  windows « 

The  rear  facade  has  a  modern  deek  addition.  The  interior  has  been  somewhat 
modified;  besides  housing  the  Center's  business  offices  and  central  lounge p 
it  also  contains  two  conferenee  offices, 

docker  Dining  Hall 

Crocker  Hall  is  a  1-1/2  story  rectangular  building  of  rough  random-size  granite 
and  redwood  shakes.  It  is  surmotmted  by  a  gable  end  roof  with  wide  eave  DVer*^ 
hangs  that  is  pierced  by  dormers  ^  The  five-bay  front  facade  is  punctuated  by  a 
broadly  projecting  central  entrance  porch.  The  roof  line  is  accented  by  a 
central  square  cupola  with  hip  roof «  Fenestration  consists  of  banks  of  casement 
windows  grouped  in  threes.  The  east  and  west  facades  contain  large  central 
granite  chimneys.  Additional  dining  rooms  at  the  rear  and  sides  { "Seascape 
"Woodlands,"  and    "The    Hook")    were    added    in    a    coapatible    design    in  1961. 

M^orial  Chapel 

The  Chapel  is  a  2-story  redwood  shingle/vertical  split  log  rectangular  building 
with  a  dominant  front  facade  featwing  an  enclosed  porch  supported  by  five  large 
granite  pillars.  The  porch's  flat  roof  resembles  a  pergola.  The  entrances  are 
at  both  sides  of  the  front  facade.  The  building  is  sttf mounted  by  a  hip  and 
gable  end  roof.  Fenestration  consists  of  banks  of  casnent  windows  grouped  in 
twos  and  threes.  The  rear  facade  contains  a  projecting  central  rora  with  a 
large  granite  stone  chidineys  The  altar  window,  regarded  by  many  visitors  as 
especially  notable,  frames  ii  natural  picture  of  pines  with  the  sea  and  sand 
dunes  behind  them  in  the  dir.tance. 

The  Lodge 

The  Lodge j  which  provided  the  first  hotel-style  lodging  on  the  grounds,  is 
northeast  of  the  Administration  Building.  It  is  a  2-story  rectangular  building 
sitf mounted  by  a  hip  and  gable  end  roof.    It  is  clad  with  brown  shingles.  The 
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front  facade  la  distinguished  by  a  Q^acral  amatory  projec^inc^  roo®  stffmaunted 
by  a  gable  and  roof  and  eentral  granlta  chimney.  Four  larg€  granica  pillar ii 
suppoirt  the  saerad^story  projeetloti  and  verandas.  The  verandas  BurQount  the 
entranees  which  flank  both  sides  of  the  central  projection.  The  west  facade 
feati^es  a  long  second-scofy  redwood  beam  open  balcony.  Fenestration  eonslBta 
of  banks  of  casaent  windows. 

In  1953  the  building's  Interior  was  raodeled  to  provide  private  baths  for  every 
room.    Hew  floors  and  carpeting  were  also  laid. 

Sot  ipps_  Lodge 

Scrlpps  Lodgep  adjacenc  CO  The  Lodge  on  the  norths  la  a  2^atory  U-shaped  brown 
shingie  dormitory  surmounted  by  a  co^lnation  hip  and  gable  end  roof.  Fenestra-^ 
tlon  eonsists  of  banks  of  casment  windom«  TOe  mstern  front  facade  entrance 
appears  alteredi  the  original  interiors ,  howev^,  rOTaln  Intaet.  Scrlpps 
Patio,»  southeast  of  the  bulldlngp  contains  its  original  craent  benches.  The 
building  is  In  need  of  restoration. 


Viewpoint »  east  of  the  Ateinistratlon  lulldlng,  is  a  1-story  long  rectangular 
redwood  shake  building  surmounced  by  a  oonblnatlon  gable  end  and  hip  roof.  A 
bank  of  four  cas^ent  windows  projects  from  the  center  of  the  front  facade. 
The  entrance  doors  are  to  eithtt  side  of  this  projection.  The  central  front 
entrances  are  flanked  by  two  original  eaent  benches |  the  cement  benches  empha-- 
mimm  the  entranoes^  enhancing  the  building* s  symmetry #  In  1956  the  interior 
was  altered  for  meeting  room  space  and  newp  larg^  wings  In  compatible  styling 
replaced  the  original  wings  on  the  east  and  west. 

Vleirpoint  was  originally  knom  as  "Health  Cottage,"  because  it  served  as  the 
sick  bay  for  the  camp.  In  1936-^41  p  It  was  knotm  as  the  Paulsen  Visel  Cottage 
for  its  occupant  p  one  of  two  brothers  who  had  taken  a  lease-^optlon  on  the 
Asilomar  property^ 

Viei^lnt  r^iains  an  Integral  part  of  the  historio  building  cluster  at  Asilomar » 
visually  tying  together  the  Administration  Building  and  Hilltop  In  a  broad  vista. 
It  is  now  used  for  meetings. 


Hilltopp  farther  east  of  Viewpoint  to  the  south  of  the  entrance  gates,  is  a 
unique  1-story  shake  shingle  building  enclosing  a  central  courtyard  guden» 
Two  long  rectangular  wings  eiitend  east  frM  both  ends  Of  the  section  which 
forms  the  front  facade.    These  two  extensions  are  Joined  to  the  rear  portion 


Viewpoint 


Hilltop 
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by  gable-end  covered  walkwaya.  The  building ^  In  its  entirety,  forms  an  open 
square^  and  is  awmounted  by  a  eombinatlon  hip  and  gable-end  roof.  The  front 
facade  contains  a  central  projection  punctuated  with  a  central  brick  chimney. 
Casement  windows  run  the  length  of  this  central  projection  as  they  do  the 
other  building  extensions.  The  wide  eave  overhangs  all  around  the  building  are 
supported  by  bark»covered  log  rafters  which  project  from  the  Interior  rooms. 

Hilltop  acquired  its  nicknames  *  *'Stuck-Up  Inn"  and  "House  of  Happiness,"  because 
it  served  during  the  1920s  as  living  quarters  for  the  "Stuck-Ups,"  college 
women  who  worked  at  Asllomar  dturing  susmi^  vacations. 

Hilltop  is  in  good  condition^  except  for  the  interior  garden,  which  has  been 
allowed  to  deteriorate. 

Outside  Inn 


The  Outside  Inn  is  a  rectangular  1-story  shake  shingle  and  board-and-batten 
building  surmounted  by  a  gable  end  roof.  It  contains  a  five-bay  facade  with 
an  indented  entranceway.  Its  fenestration  consists  of  casement  windows  in 
groups  of  twos  and  threes. 

Outside  Inn  presently  houses  park  staff.  It  has  served  as  staff  housing  through- 
out Its  history I  It  was  originally  the  Engineer's  Cottage  and  later  (about  1936) 
served  as  the  Superintendent's  residence.  It  stands  near  the  southeast  corner 
of  the  original  Asllomar  reservation. 

Merrill  Hall 

To  the  southeast  of  the  Administration  Building,  Merrill  Hall  is  an  Imposing 
rectangular  2-story  wood  frame  and  rough-cut  granite  building  surmounted  by  a 
gable  end  roof.  Wood  shakes  and  vertical  planed  logs  embellish  its  eKterlor, 
The  building's  west  facade  Is  punctuated  with  a  broad »  soaritig  granite  central 
chimney  and  flanks  of  ^thic  arch  windows.  The  front  facade  consists  of  a  long 
row  of  Goth'  .  arch  windows  above  a  shed  roof  which  projects  over  a  series  of 
casement  d©o*r  and  window  openings  at  ground  level.  The  rear  facade  repeats  this 
theme. 

Designed  to  seat  1,000  people  *  the  acoustically  excellent  hall  was,  at  the  time 
q2  Its  construction j  the  largest  auditorium  on  the  Monterey  peninsula.  Large 
convocations  and  dances  are  still  held  here. 

The  building  conmemorates  tea.  Jota  Ft  Merrill,  head  of  the  Asllomar  Comittee 
between  1913  and  1925. 
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Tide  Inn 


Tide  Inn  la  a  bread  2-story  brown  ehlngled  building  that  descends  the  hillside 
to  the  south  of  Merrill  Hall«  IC  la  smrmounCed  by  a  cross  gable-end  and  hip 
roof.  A  cobblestone  chimney  punccuaces  the  north  facade.  Its  fenestration 
consists  of  a  series  of  casemenc  windows. 

Tide  Inn  was  known  as  "Pirates  inn"  dmrlng  the  1920s »  and  served  as  the  counter^ 
part  to  Hilltop i  the  "Stuck^Up  Inn*"  The  "Pirates"  were  college  men  who  worked 
at  Asllomar  during  simmer  vacations. 

In  the  late  1930s  ^  Tide  Xnn  served  as  a  guest  building  on  the  conference  grounds 
and  acquired  from  that  use  the  sobriquet  of  "Reserve  Cottage," 


Plnecre^.t  Is  a  rectangular  2'"Story  brown  shingled  cottage  surmounted  by  a  cross 
gable-enc  roofa  Its  fenestration  consists  of  banks  of  casement  windows*  In 
1936=41^  It  served  as  David  Visel's  cottage,  Plnecrest  is  situated  In  the  woods 
between  the  lat^  Long  View  Group  and  the  central  portion  of  the  Morgan=era 
complex* 

Other  Features 

In  addition  to  Class  Hall»  which  burned  In  1955 ,  all  of  the  Morgan-era  "long- 
houses  basically  open-air  structures  with  canvas  sides ^  have  been  demolished* 
The  last  of  them  was  taken  down  In  1971 ,2 

The  sites  of  the  longhouses^  as  well  as  other  portions  of  the  Asllomar  grounds ^ 
now  feature  more  modern  facilities*  These  structures »  which  do  not  contribute 
to  the  historic  significance  of  the  complex ,  have  generally  been  placed  in 
sections  away  from  the  central  core  (and  have  been  excluded  from  the  boundary 
of  this  nomination)*    They  are  listed  here  for  purposes  of  referencei 

"  "Surf**  and  "Sand"  and  the  new  Corporation  Service  Yard  Cl959)i 
=  the   "Sea  Galaxy"    (1964)5   ^  miniature  conference  center,   by  John  Carl 
Warnecke  and  Associates,  Including  three  guest  houses  (Windward^  Shores p 
and  Cypress)  and  two  conference  buildings  (Triton  and  Nautilus) i 

—  Housekeeping  Headquarters  Building  (1965)| 

-  Long  View  Group  (North,  Middle^  and  South)  (1966),  erected  on  the  sites 
of  old  longhouses  8,  9»  and  10 i 

^  View  Crescent  (1968),  a  complex  of  seven  buildings.  Including  three 
guest  lodges  (Whltecaps,  Breakers,  and  Spindrift)  and  four  meetlngrooms 
(Marlin,  Curlew,  Dolphin,  and  Sander  ling) ,  that  rest  on  the  sites  of 
longhouses  1  through  5; 


Plnecrest 
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~  North  Woods    (1973).   a   complex  of   three  lodges    (Hanzanlta,   Oak  Knoll 
and  Willow    Inn)    and   three   mBeClngrooms   (Toyon,    Acacia,   and  Heather)' 
deslgnad  by  the  firm  of  Smith  Barker  Hansseni  and  ' 

-  the  State  Park  Training  Center  (the  William  Penn  Mott,  Jr.,  Training 
Center)  (1973),  on  newly  acquired  land  across  Asllomar  Avenue  from  the 
hlBtoric  complex.  The  Center  Includes  three  lodges  and  a  headquarters 
building. 


Footnotes 


The  description  of  the  Morgan-era  structures  at  Asllomar  la  adapted  from  the 
draft  National    Register    of    Historic   Places   nomination    form,    by    Kent  L 
Seavey,  as   verified   by   on-site    Inspection   on   May    12,    1984.     Ms.  Pamela 
McGulre,  an   historian    for    the    California    State   Department    of    Parks  and 
Recreation,  conducted    the    physical    examination    and   photographing    of  the 
structures  on   which   the   National    Register   form   was  based,    on  August  11 
1983.    She  consulted  the  Julia  Morgan  ColleotionB  at  the  Bancroft  Library 
University  of  California,  Berkeley,  California,  and  at  California  Polytechnic 
State  University,    San   Luis    Obispo.    California,    for    historic  photographs 
maps,  brochures,  and  other  documents  (including  the  original  blueprints  of 
the  Asllomar  buildings,   at  the  latter  location),     Ms.   McGulre  also  Inter- 
viewed Ms.  Sara  Holmes  Boutelle.  who  has  written  extensively  on  the  career 
of  Julia  Morgan, 

The  following  summary  of  the  features  that  have  been  added  at  Asllomar  since 
Its  acquisition  by  the  State  has  been  prepared  from  the  sumnary  given  In 
Hazel-Ann  Hunt,   ABllomar  at  Sixty  (Monterey:     Lee  Printing   Company,  1973), 
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AmtlommT  (Spanish  for  "r^CreaC"  or  "refuge  by  the  sea")  was  designed  as  Cha 
Young  WMen's  Christian  Association's  national  camp  and  conference  grounds  In 
the  Wast,  It  is  significant  for  its  role  in  the  work  of  the  Association  and  in 
Che  dev#lopaenc  of  the  Monterey  peninsula  as  a  resort  area«  It  is  also  notable 
architecturally g  as  an  example  of  its  style  and  as  an  outstanding  work  by  Julia 
Horgan^  a  noted  ^llfornia  architects  who  was  one  of  the  first  woman  to  achieve 
ninmce  in  tha  architactural  profession  in  the  United  Staces, 
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The  Toung  Women's  Chriscian  Association  (YWCA) ,  which  pioneered  In  recreation 
and  leadership  training  for  young  women ,  established  Asilomar  In  1913 •  Prevl- 
au8ly»  the  YWCA*8  western  conferences  had  been  held  at  Mills  College ,  near 
Oakland »  California ,  in  1897 i  at  the  Hotel  Capitola  ( "Guardamar") ,  in  Santa 
Oru£»  lihich  burned  in  1912 »  in  1900-1 1|  and  in  Cents  at  the  "hacienda"  of 
Wa«  Phoebe  Apperson  Hearst,  of  Che  publishing  family ,  in  1911.  In  1913f 
Ifca*  Rearat^  a  vigorous  supporter  of  the  YWCA  movement,  motivated  the  Pacific 
bpfoveaent  Cmpany  (a  predecessor  of  the  present-day  Del  Monte  interests),  to 
donate  to  the  *'YW'*  30  undeveloped  seaside  acres  in  Faciflc  Grove  that  became 
the  nucleus  of  Asilomar  * 

Rearac  made  substantial  monetary  contributions  and  gifts  |  including  camping 
equipaeilt,  to  Asilomar,  as  did  Hary  A»  Crocker,  of  the  San  Francisco  banking 
fMily  (for  vhom  Crocker  Hall  would  be  named) «  Donations  from  members  of  the 
Hyntington,  Poheny,  Baldwin,  Merrill,  and  Scrlpps  families |  funds  raised  through 
the  sale  of  food  at  the  Palace  of  Food  Services  at  the  Panama-Pacific  Inter- 
oational  ^position  In  1915 i  and  other  fundralsing  efforts  permitted  the  YWCA 
to  Met  stipulations  set  by  the  Pacific  Improvement  Company  for  the  enhancement 
of  the  property.^ 

The  task  of  developing  Asllour  fell  to  Julia  Morgan  (1872— 1957)  •  Morgan  was 
the  first  woaan  to  receive  an  architect's  license  in  California-  She  had  also 
been  the  first  woman  accepted  In  the  architecture  section  of  L'Ecole  de  Beaux- 
i^ta  in  Paris*  When  she  took  on  the  Asilomar  project^  Morgan  had  already 
deaigned  the  main  buildings  at  Miils  College  and  additions  to  Mrs.  Hearst's 
''hacienda 
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Morgan  would  concinue  her  association  with  Asilomar  from  1913  through  to  Its 
completiQn"  ±n  1928,  and  design  all  Its  buildings.  She  revised  her  1913  plan 
over  the  years,  but,  despite  the  changes,  retained  the  same  essential  "rustic" 
or  Craftsman"  style.  The  Social  Hall  (present  Administration  Bulldlnff) 
constructed  in  1913  of  local  timbers  and  stone,  was  the  first  permanent 
building  and  established  the  "rustic"  thame  of  those  that  followed. 

The  lack  of  permanent  facilities  at  Asilomar  had  not  prevented  Its  being  nut 
into  almost  immediate  use.  In  1913.  ten  redwood  "tent-houses."  or  "longhousei  " 
with  striped  canvas  awnings,  were  put  up.  Although  the  "longhouses"  were  open 
to  the  elemants  except  for  the  awnings,  they  did  have  wooden  floors  and  roofs 
and  electricity  and  running  water.  A  huge  circus  tent  served  as  the  dining 
room.  (The  use  of  the  "long  houses"  continued  until  the  last  of  them  was  taken 
down  in  1971.) 

The  second  major  structure,  the  Chapel,  dedicated  to  Grace  H.  Dodge,  national 
chairwoman  of  the  YMCA  board,  was  completed  in  1915.  the  year  after  Mrs.  Dodge 
died.  Crocker  Dining  Hall,  finished  in  1918,  replaced  the  circus  tent  used 
earlier.  The  Health  Cottage  (present  Viewpoint),  which  served  as  the  infirmary- 
Hilltopi  and  The  Lodge  were  also  completed  in  about  1918.  Other  structures 
were  added  at  various  times  up  until  1928.  Merrill  Hall,  the  last  of  the 
Morgan  buildings,  is  architecturally  the  most  impressive  and  complex  of  them. 3 

Beginning  in  1921,  the  YMCA  kept  Asilcmar  open  on  a  year-round  basis.  Expenses, 
however,  tended  to  outweigh  income.  During  the  Depression,  when  the  YWCA 
decided  to  dispose  of  many  of  Its  real  estate  holdings,  the  fate  of  Asilomar 
was  much  debated.  In  1936-41,  it  was  leased  to  David  and  Paulsen  Visel  with  an 
option  to  purchase,  which  was  never  exercised.  Then,  during  World  War  II  the 
National  Youth  Authority  utilized  the  facility  as  a  training  center, 4  ' 

In  1946,  after  a  temporary  lease  to  a  nearby  motel  expired,  the  YWCA  again 
assumed  operation,  this  time  with  more  favorable  financial  results.  By  1952 
however,  the  YWCA  renewed  its  program  of  disposing  of  its  real  estate.  Local 
citizens  formed  a  "Save  Asilomar"  Committee  that  lobbied  with  the  "YW"  and  the 
State  to  preserve  the  property.  This  effort  culminated  in  the  purchase  of  the 
property  by  the  State  In  1956.  The  "YW"  sold  the  property  for  one-half  its 
assessed  value  and  donated  Its  romalnlng  Interest  to  the  State. 5 

Joined  to  a  picturesque  mile-long  strip  of  beach  (the  Asilomar  State  Beach) 
adjacent  to  it,  the  Asilomar  unit  of  the  State  park  system  now  Includes  95 
acres.  Since  Its  acquisition  by  the  State,  a  modernization  program  has  added 
substantially  to  the  facilities.  Measures  have  also  been  taken  to  preserve  the 
natural  features  that  attracted  the  YWCA  to  the  site  and  continue  to  charm 
visitors  to  the  Monterey  peninsula. 
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Coacluslon 

Thi  YWCA*s  sf fo^ts  ofi  behalf  of  reereattonal  and  educational  oppoctunltlei  for 
woiaen  mvm  quite  ootiworthy.  They  havi  v  cached  into  hundreds  of  coniunltlas  in 
many  nations ■  to  ^he  United  States,  tb^ugh  its  earliest  ef fores  ag  g  grass- 
roots  movraent  dali  from  the  late  I860Ss  it  became  a  coordinated  national 
organization  onl^  in  1906 «^  Aailomar  represents  one  of  the  early  coomon 
efforts  of  the  national  organi^aciont 

Aiilomar  also  BjatWioajor  achievement  the  career  of  architect  Julia  Morgan, 

who^  among  hat  Qorithan  700  comisalons  ^  designed  a  number  of  individual  YWCA 
sCructio'es  in  ch^  dUes  of  California ,  Urtahj  and  Hawaii*  She  Is  probably  hast 
known  for  her  work  at  the  Hearses-  San  Simeon,  but  her  sophlsticatid  training 
and  facile  ability  to  work  with  elianCs  ^mve  her  buildings  a  great  dlvirsity  of 
style,  in  proj aces  for  residences  as  w&XX  as  for  compleKee  of  large  scale* 
Asllomar  is  Morgan's  most  celebirated  complex  In  the  "Graf  csman"  or  "rustic" 
mode* 
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1,  Name 


historic     The  Avalon  Casino 


and^raommon     catalina  Casino 

2.  Location 


atreet  &  number      Casino  Way   ^     _  not  for  pubilcatfQn 


Gity.  town    ^vaxon  ^  vielnity  of 


For        uaa  ^fy 

received 
dat@  enters 


atate 


code 


3. 


ssification 


oode 


Gstsgory 

  district 

^  buildlng(s) 
 itruoture 

tito 

db|tot 


OwMfship 

 pubiio 

^  private 
 both 

Pubiio  Aoqulsltioii 

 in  prooess 

being  oonaldtred 


Status 

oooupiid 

 unoooupled 

 work  in  progrtii 

Aooessibie 
X    yesi  rtitriottd 

yti:  unreitrtoted 
 no 


Preasnt  Us* 

 agrlouiture 

oommeroial 

.^^^  eduoational 
tntertainment 
govemment 
 Industrial 

^  mliitaiY 


museum 
 park 

^  private  resldenoe 

 religious 

 selentiflo 

— ^  transportation 
_  o^hen 


4,  Owner  of  Property 


name      Santa  Catalina  Island  Company  Cc/o  Mr^  Chester  Lewis) 


street  &  number     Execut  Ive  Vice--President 


city,  town  Avalon 


.  vicinity  of 


^tate      California  90704 


5.  Location  of  Legal  Poscrlptlon 


coyrthouse,  registry  Of  deeds,  etc.  t.n^  Angeles  Conntv  Hall  of  naaard, 
street  &  number       32Q  w.   Temple  Street  


city,  town        Los  Angeles 


state  California 


6^  Roprasentatlon  In  Existing  Surveys 


title  N/A 


has  this  property  been  determined  eilglbie?  yes   no 


date 


 federal         state   county       .  ioeal 


depositary  for  s^urvey  records 
city,  town 
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9«Mfib«  III*  prMMt  Slid  erigbisl  CH  kMwnl  pliysteal  appaaraii^v 

The  Casino  at  Avalon  la  an  earl^  20th-a€otury  adspCatloQ  of  Moorlah  and  Spanish 
design  (somaclmes  also  characcerlisd  aa  Spanish  Colonial  revival  ©r  Medlter-- 
ranaan) *  using  modern  materials  and  building  methods  such  as  cantilevers  and 
cast-ln-place  aon^ete  over  steel  construction Rising  approKlmately  140  feet 
abova  ground p  the  equivalent  ©f  a  12-story  building,  the  ^sln©  Is  a  generally 
circular  structi^e  irtth  two  matching  rectangular  wings  at  right  angles  to  It, 
The  wings  we  posltloamd  with  an  acute  angle  between  them  ©a  the  land  side  ©f 
the  amall  peninsula  ©f  which  the  Casino  occupies  the  end. 

Despite  Its  height,  the  casino  has  only  tw©  major  funGtional  levels*  The  first 
accoimnodates  a  1,184-^seat  theater,  and  the  second,  dtoeetly  above,  a  giant  ball-- 
r©©m,  138  feet  in  dlaaeter»  To  support  these  large  spaces  id^Chout  pillars  ©r 
other  visible  supp©rts  that  wuld  clutt^  the  theater  and  ballr©©m  spaces, 
cantilever  construction  was  used.  Two  massive  178-£©©t-long  girders  span  the 
bulldltig's  frame  at  right  angles.  They  are  trussed  vertically  and  braced 
hori2©ntally  with  three  flat  trusses.  Six  senl-eantllever  trusses  radxate  from'^ 
the  aanter  of  the  structi^e  in  sueh  a  fashi©n  as  to  give  the  theater  a  d©med 
celling.  At  the  sue  time,  they  support  the  ballroTO  fl©©r.  On  the  upp^ 
level,  steel  coluons  and  beams  connecting  to  additional  trusswork  support  the 
roof  above  and  the  ballroom  celling  below. 

Exterior 


The  Casino* s  exterior  is  unplastered  concrete,  originally  painted  a  light  gray-- 
white  with  blue-green  CTphaslzing  the  details.  Since  1946*  the  principal  color 
has  been  cream  with  rose  details.  The  roof  is  topped  by  a  25-foot  lantern 
cupola  and  two  small  towers  that  contain  ventilat©rs  from  the  theater  stage. 
The  cement  roof  Is  covered  with  105,000  c^ved  red  Catallna  tiles. 

The  principal  aceess  to  the  theater  and  t©  a  nun^er  of  rooms  si^roundlng  it  Is 
by  tteea  large  doers  that  rest  Inside  five  massive  e©rbelled  arches  between  the 
two  wings.  i^©ve  the  do©rs  are  large  mural  panels  that  p©rtray  Qitallna-s 
undersea  gardens  #  The  d©ors  ©pen  into  a  lobby  or  loggia  that  fronts  on  the 
foyer  to  the  theater  and  ©pens  at  its  sides  to  largs  ramps  In  the  rectangular 
wings , 

The  lobby  Is  40  feet  high.  Its  Interior  Is  richly  decorated  in  tot  Dec©  style 
with  vertical  raphasls  and  features  nine  large  murals  of  Catallna-area  marine 
life  by  John  Gabriel  Bectoan,  Bectoan,  the  artist  who  decorated  Grauman's 
Chinese  Theat^  In  Hollywood,  was  also  responsible  for  the  miffals  In  the  theater 
and  decorations  la  the  theater  and  ballroom. 
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f^om  the  lobby  fous  eats  ©f  cheacar  doors  open  inCo  a  curved  foyer  25  wide  by 
160  feet  long.  The  foyer  Is  paneled  In  black  walnut  to  a  height  of  twelve  feet 
and  features  a  beamed  barrel  celling  of  coral-reds  studded  with  golden,  stars* 

The  Theat^ 

The  theater  itself  Is  entered  through  tl^ee  double-ciff talned  openings.  The 
theater  space  is  138  feet  across  and  43  feet  high.  It  Is  dome-shaped  and 
unbroken  by  pillars  or  balconies.  Star  designs  decorate  the  Gelling,  which  Is 
made  of  acoustical  materials  cov^ed  by  silver  leaf  and  features  lights  recessed 
behind  star-shaped  openings.  The  base  of  the  dome  is  decorated  by  10  cone-shaped 
murals  that  rise  above  T^foot  panels  of  rcse'^colored  acoustical  material.  These 
murals  are  also  by  John  Gabriel  Beckman  and  Incorporate  marine  themes  and  alle- 
gories of  Southern  California  history  and  landscape. 

The  44-foot^wide  and  24-foot=hlgh  prosceniim  arch  defines  the  depressed  stage, 
which  is  adaptable  for  both  movies  and  stage  productions.  Beckman' s  murals 
culminate  here  in  a  large  flgiBre  of  Venus,  patterned  after  Botticelli's  "Birth 
of  Venus."  To  the  left,  in  the  orchestra  pit,  is  a  foui-^anual  Page  organ, 
especially  designed  to  create  sound  effects.  Only  tteee  other  organs  of  this 
type  were  built |  one  of  the  others  was  used  In  the  Columbia  Broadcasting  System 
studios  In  the  Wrigley  Building  in  Chicago,  The  two  organ  lofts  are  behind  the 
golden  clouds  in  the  minral.  The  great  organ  was  Installed  not  only  to  provide 
music  in  the  theater,  but  to  entertain  evening  concert  gatherings  outside  the 
Casino  and  to  give  musical  greetings  to  the  crowds  arriving  by  steamer  In  Avalon 
Bay<« 

The  theater  seats  are  original,  as  are  practically  all  other  decorative  elements 
Including  the  murals.  One  of  the  first  theaters  designed  for  "talkies,"  this 
chamber  has  notably  good  acoustics. 

Ramps »  Mezzanine,  and  Sub^mezganlne 


The  ramps 4  in  the  rectangular  wings,  provide  the  principal  access  to  the  upper 
levels,  although  there  is  a  freight  elevator;  they  are  wide  enough  to  permit 
an  automobile  to  be  driven  up  them  and  Into  the  ballroom.  On  the  mezzanine 
level  around  the  dome  of  the  theater,  between  the  theater  and  ballroom  levels, 
are  the  cloakroom,  restrooms,  and  smoking  rooms,  as  well  as  storage  rooms.  The 
projection  room,  which  features  equipment  in  place  since  1939,  and  several 
other  rooms  as  well  are  suspended  below  the  mezzanine. 

The  Ballroom 

The  Casino's  vast  ballroom,  156  feet  In  diameter,  may  have  been  the  largest  In 
the  world  at  the  time  of  Its  construction.  It  has  aecoflmodated  more  than  3,000 
couples  on  a  single  evening.    Decorated  by  Bectoan,  it  features  a  celling  shell 
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that  #Kpands  In  32  flutes  from  a  SOO^light  central  chandelier  mounted  in  a 
3S-foot  grille  of  sunburst  deilgn,  A  central  revolving  cone  in  the  chandelier 
has  facets  that  seatter  indirect  coiored  lighting  from  more  than  500  color ed 
apotllghtg  hidden  in  the  alcoves*  The  effect  is  rather  similar  to  modern 
"disco"  lighting. 

The  ballroom's  wall  is  divided  into  panels  that  correspond  to  the  celllni  flutes, 
Interspersed  with  16  double  doors  leading  to  the  balcony  that  nearly  encircles 
the  ballroom  on  the  outside*  The  octagonal  plaques  in  silver  leaf  that  ring 
the  ballroom  above  the  doors  and  the  cornice  with  dentils  of  silver  leaf  are 
original. 

The  circular  dance  floor  is  set,  atop  a  layer  of  cork,  in  strips  of  maple, 
white  oak,  rosewood,  and  other  woods  in  a  16-slded  pattern  that  converges  at 
the  circle's  center*  Loge  seating  that  originally  surrounded  whe  dance  floor 
was  replaced  in  1947  with  tables  and  chairs  and  the  dance  floor  space  was 
reduced  by  adding  a  13=foot  terrace  Inside  the  loge.  The  dance  floor,  although 
smaller i  still  measures  10*000  square  feet*  The  balltoom  also  features  a  stage 
and  orchestra  shell.  The  lobby  between  the  two  ramps  that  provide  main  access 
to  the  ballroom  was  converted  into  a  kitchen  in  the  1947  renovation*, 

The  14=foot=w^de  covered  balcony  cr  promenade  has  not  been  substantially  altered 
since  construction,  although  its  Catallna  tile  floors  have  become  worn.  It 
rests  upon  29  concrete  corbels  or  brackets ^  which  serve  as  cantilever  supports. 
The  balcony  Is  18  feet  high  and  features  ceiling  panels  inlaid  in  silver  leaf. 
It  affords  a    full   view   of  Avalon,   Avalon   Bayi    the   shoreline,   and  the  sea- 

Other  Features 

The  principal  entrance  to  the  Casino  is  built  on  a  rise  that  slopes  down  to  a 
ground  floor  beneath  the  theater.  Four  ramps  descend  from  the  theater  to  this 
level*  The  rooms  that  circle  the  building  on  this  ground  floor  have  varying 
histories  and  present  uses.  Several  are  occupied  by  the  Catallna  Island  Museum 
Society  and  the  Catalina  Art  Association, 


FOOTNOTE 
1 

This  physical  description  has  been  prepared  from  data  contained  in  Suggested 
Guide's  Commentary  for  Casino  Walking  Tour"  (Avalon,  Calif, s  April  10,  1972) 
(15  pp*,  unpublished),  and  Patricia  Anne  Moore,  The  Casino,  Avalon,  Santa 
Catalina  Island,  California  (Avalon,  Calif, i  Catalina  Is land ~Mus eum  Society, 
Xnc*,  1979),  pp,  18=57  passim*  The  description  was  also  verified  by  on-site 
inspection  on  May  3,  1984* 
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The  well-preserved  Casino  la  the  premier  SLructure  in  Santa  Catallna  Island's 
only  major  eomunityj  Avalon^  a  namesake  for  the  earthly  paradise  in  the  western 
seas  to  which  King  tothur  and  other  Celtic  heroes  were  transported  after  their 
deaths.  To  vistors  appr ©aching  the  Island  *  the  Casino  serves  as  an  introduction 
to  and  sj^bol  of  its  varied  recreational  resoiu^ces.  The  Casino  is  especially 
renowned  for  its  ballroom^  quite  possibly  the  largest  in  the  world  at  the  time 
its  construction,  and  one  that  is  particularly  well  known  for  the  "big  band 
sound"  performed    in    and    broadcast    from    it    from    the    1930s    to    the  1950s* 

The  Casino's  construction  and  preservation  also  symbolise  nhe  lasting  interest 
of  the  Wlgley  family  in  the  Island  and  reflects  their  attitudes  toward  its 
development.  The  Casino  was  the  culmiuation  and  centerpiece  of  William  Wrlgleys 
Jr. 'a,  careful  efforts  to  make  Santa  Catallna  a  wholesome  recreational  resort 
for  families  of  modest  means*  Philip  K.  Wigleyj  his  son,  provided  key  concepts 
that  influenced  the  Casino's  architecture  and  endeavored  to  assist  the  develop-- 
ment  of  Avalon  in  a  Spanish  motif  harmonious  with  the  Casino  and  with  the 
island's  early  historyi  he  was  also  det^mined  to  insure  the  preservation  of 
the  Island's  natural  beauty  and  unique  ecology*  The  continuity  of  these  com- 
mitments by  the  Wlgley  family  have  Insured  that  a  visit  to  Santa  Catallna  will 
continue  to  be  a  memorable  experience,  (these  efforts j  which  go  beyond  the 
puryiew  of  this  nomination.  Include  the  donation  of  85%  of  the  island  to  the 
Santa  Catalina    Island   Conservancy ^   as    well  as    other   philanthropic  actions*) 

Although  certainly  not  the  only  axeeptlonal  extant  structure  associated  with 
the  Vteigleys'  remarkable  careers,  the  Casino  captives  an  lllimlnatlng  aspect  of 
this  illustrious  Anerlcan  family's  attitudes  toward  mass  recreation.  Two  other 
Important  structures  associated  with  the  Ifrigleys  are  described  elsewhere  in 
this  study,  the  Tournament  of  Roses  House  in  Pasadena ,  California,  the  coimunity 
where  their  interests  in  Southern  California  earlier  centered,  and  Wrlgley 
Fieldi  the  historic  home  stadium  of  the  Chicago  Cubs,  in  the  city  where  William 
lihrlgley,  Jr*,  achieved  his  fame  and  fortune* 
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HlBtory 

William  Wrlglay,  Jr , ^  began  his  family's  involvement  with  Santa  Catallna  Island 
whan,  in  1919,  he  purchased  an  inter as t  in  Che  island  "sight  unseen*"  Rather 
than  tinrn  around  his  Investment ^  he  succumbed  to  Santa  Catalina's  charms  and 
bought  out  his  partners,  a  group  of  investors  from  Pasadena.  For  the  rraaining 
12  years  of  his  lifej  its  careful  development  was  one  of  his  major  passions « I 

The  Santa  Catalina  Island  Company ,  which  was  the  firm  through  which  Ifrigley 
acquired  the  island ^  had  been  attracting  tourists  since  the  1890s.  Santa 
Catalina's  fine  weather ^  varied  and  pleasant  landscapes,  and  crystal  clear 
waters  were,  however ^  relatively  undeveloped  recreational  resources  in  1919 • 
Avalon,  f lur thermore ,  had  been  devastated  by  fire  in  1915,  and  rebuilding  had 
been  slow, 2 

Wigley  added  to  the  Island's  amemities  for  tourists-  He  built  a  new  dance 
pavilion  (the  "Sugar loaf  Casino") 3  and  glass=bottomed  boats,  enlarged  the  golf 
course,  built  a  new  country  club,  and  started  a  bird  park*  Other  improvments 
were  more  practically  minded-  he  insured  the  water  supply  by  building  a  reser- 
voir and  improved  transportation  to  and  from  the  mainland  by  building  S*S* 
Catalina  and  buying  two  other  large  excursion  steamers. 

Turning  his  genius  for  advertising  to  good  use  in  the  promotion  of  the  island, 
Ifcigley  publicized  its  attractions  to  great  effect.  He  also  sponsored  special 
events  such  as  the  Wrigley  Ocean  Marathon,  a  cross-channel  swimning  race,  and 
got  the  attention  of  sports  fans  by  bringing  the  Chicago  Cubs  to  Avalon  for 
spring  training, 

teigley  hoped  to  celebrate  and  magnify  his  successes  on  the  island  by  building 
a  combination  theater,  ballroom,  and  raeetlngplace  that  would  symbollEe  the 
"new"  Catalina*  Far  from  being  an  exclusive  club,  the  Casino  would  charge  no 
amission  (although  a  modest  one  was  later  added)  ,  and  only  moderate  rates  were 
levied  for  the  theater  and  events  In  the  ballroom.  The  Casino  was  to  serve  and 
delight  the  public  on  a  year-round  basis* 

The  site  chosen  for  the  new  casino  was  that  occupied  by  the  "Sugar loaf  Casino," 
the  octagonal  2-story  dance  pavilion  that  Wrigley  had  put  up  in  1920 |  its 
location  was  the  key  physical  landmark  of  Avalon  Bay,  occupying  a  strategic  and 
scenic  position  at  its  entrance.  It  not  only  featured  these  attributes,  but 
was  adjacent  to  the  Island's  renowned  "underwater  gardens," 

Wigley-s  son  Philip  suggested  the  ballroom  be  placed  over  the  theater  and  they 
agreed  that  tha  whole  project  be  executed  in  Moorish  style, ^  ^chltects  Walter 
Webber  and  Sumner  Spauldlng  collaborated  with  the  Wrigleys  to  translate  these 
ideas  into  the  design  of  the  new  Casino*     A  circular  plan  fit  the  triangular 
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site  best*  Accass  for  the  anticipated  erowds  posed  an  unresolved  problem  until 
the  senior  Wrigley  aufgested  the  use  of  ramps,  as  in  his  ball  parks  *  rather 
than  elevators « 

The  balcony  was  sufgestad  by  featiires  of  the  Alhambra,  in  Spain,  which  the  elder 
Wrigley  admired.  The  structure's  140-foot  height,  however,  was  dictated  by  the 
height  limitation  in  Los  Angeles  County,  of  which  Santa  Catalina  Inland  is  a 
part. 

The  Casino's  architactwe  married  the  light  and  airy  effects  for  which  Spaulding 
was  noted  and  Webber's  mastery  of  strong  sturdy  construction, 5  One  seems  obliged 
to  concur  with  the  judgment  that  the  Casino  is  "an  exciting  example  of  the 
imaginative  integration    of    historical    elements    into    a    modern  structure- 

The  construction  of  the  Casino  was  overseen  by  David  M.  Renton,  the  Ifrlgleys' 
general  manager  on  the  island.  The  site  was  cleared  in  February  1928,  Con- 
struction crews  dug  down  40  feet  to  bedrock  and  began  erecting  the  great  building 
the  next  month.  By  June,  the  28,222  shapes  and  plates  of  the  steel  frame  were 
in  placei  in  August,  the  last  of  the  25,000  cubic  yards  of  cement  was  poured. 
The  finishing  and  decoration  of  the  interior  began  around  the  first  of  the  new 
year.    The  grand  opening  was  held  on  May  29,  1929,^ 

The  facilities  of  the  completed  Casino  were  "state  of  the  art."  The  theater, 
for  example,  one  of  the  first  designed  for  "talkies,"  was  praised  by  film 
producers  and  actors  for  its  perfect  acoustics.  The  sound  engineers  working  on 
Radio  City  Music  Hall  came  from  New  Tfork  City  to  study  the  Casino's  acoustics 
and  used  similar  methods  in  the  design  of  that  renowned  structure,^ 

As  the  Wrigleys  envisioned,  the  Casino  has  been  a  comunity  center  and  an  at=» 
traction  to  tourists  since  its  opening.  Few  communities  of  Avalon's  si^e  can 
boast  such  magnificent  surroundings  for  public  functions.  In  addition,  events 
in  the  Casino  have  given  it  a  well^merited  national  reputation. 9 

The  theater  has  witnessed  at  least  one  stage  premiere  and  those  of  several 
films,  notably  those  that  were  "shot"  on  the  island,  such  as  Moritmrl  (with 
Yul  Brynner  and  Marlon  Brando)  and  The  Glassbottom  Boat  (with  Doris  Day  and 
Arthur  Godfrey).  Film  directors,  including  Cecil  B,  DeMille,  Joseph  Schenek, 
Louis  B.  Mayer,  Samuel  Goldwyn,  John  Ford,  and  Erich  von  Stroheim,  used  the 
theater  for  viewing  "rushes"  from  films  (such  as  Rain,  Treasure  Island,  Mutiny 
on  the  Bounty,  etc.)  that  they  had  made  on  and  near  the  island.  Vaudeville 
acts  and  revues,  Including  Major  Bowes'  amateur  talent  show,  were  also  booked 
into  it. 

The  ballroom,  on  the  other  hand,  was  long  the  principal  drawing  card  of  the 
Casino.  From  the  time  of  its  1929  opening,  with  Maurice  Menge  and  his  11  Patio* 
Catalina  Band,  who  were  hired  by  20th=Century  Fox  in  the  fall  of  that  year  to 
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do  Fox's  first  '*all=atar"  musical ,  the  ballroom  regularly  attracted  top  flight 
bookings 5  and  drew  as  many  as  6,200  danaers  In  a  single  evening,  A  sampling  of 
the  names  and  dates  v^ll  convey  something  of  the  flavor  of  the  era  and  the 
quality  of  the  performers i  Ben  Bernle  ("the  Die  Maestro")  (1935)|  Buddy  Rogers 
and  the  "California  Cavaliers"  (1935)|  Jan  Garber  ("Idol  of  the  Mr  Lanes") 
(1934-37,  1949)|  Little  jack  Little  ("the  Cheerful  Little  Earful")  (1936)|  Dick 
Jurgens  ("the  Grown  Prince  of  Rhythm")  (1937-38,  1940-41) |  Herbie  Kay  (1937) | 
Ted  Weems  (1938-39)  (with  Ferry  Como  in  his  sextet) |  Freddie  Martin  (1939); 
Benny  Goodman  ("the  King  of  Swing") (1935 ,  1940);  and  Kay  Kyser  and  his  "College 
of  Musical  Knowledge"  (1939-40). 

On  the  eve  of  World  War  II,  other  popular  acts  provided  the  dance  music,  such 
as  Bob  Crosby  and  his  "Bob  Cats"  (1940-41)  and  Ray  Noble  (1941)*  During  the  war  ^ 
USO  dances  s  featmrlng  such  celebrities  as  Alice  Faye,  Lt.  Fhil  Harris,  Kate 
Smith,  Bob  Hope,  Daiiny  Kaye,  Johnny  Mercer,  Spike  Jones  *  and  Dick  Haymes,  were 
held  in  the  ballroom.  The  Casino  also  hosted  training  classes  for  the  U.S. 
Maritime  Service* 

As  popular  as  the  performers  were  on  the  Island,  they  achieved  national  renoTO^ 
beginning  In  1934,  from  the  nightly  radio  broadcasts  of  their  mu£*ic*  The  most 
enduring  of  these  were  over  the  Colimbla  Broadcasting  SystMj  whose  principal 
studios  and  broadcast  facilities  were  in  the  Wrlgley  Building  In  Chicago,  Thus 
the  plnrasei  "From  the  beautiful  Casino  Ballroom,  overlooking  Avalon  Bay  at 
Catalina  Island,  we  bring  you  the  music  of  became  familiar  to  a  generation 

of  Americans,  The  broadcasts  continued  with  few  interruptions  into  the  1950s 
and  sporadically  until  1963 •  The  National  Broadcasting  Company  also  broadcast 
Kay  Kyser 's  "College  of  Musical  toiowledge"  from  the  theater  In  1939=40*  The 
ballroom  continued  Its  popularity  into  the  early  1950s  when  the  "big  bands" 
that  played  It  included  Tony  Pastor,  Ina  toe  Huttonp  Stan  Kenton,  Jimmy  Dorsey, 
and  Woody  Herman  and  his  "Best  Band  Ev^," 

In  recent  years,  the  ballroom  has  accommodated  a  variety  of  functions,  including 
"rock  and  roll"  dances  sponsored  for  youth  by  the  City  of  Avalon,  Changing 
musical  tastes  had  brought  an  end  to  the  "big  band"  era^  although  something  of 
a  revival  occurred  in  the  late  1970s. 

Since  the  era  of  the  "big  bands,"  the  Casino  has  become  Increasingly  uead  as  a 
convention  center.  It  has  special  meeting  rooms  of  varying  slies.  The  ball-- 
room, however^  Is  still  used  for  dancing  on  weekends  during  the  sumaers*  The 
Casino  also  continues  to  attract  tourists,  much  as  its  builder  Intended,  The 
Island  still  has  a  romantic  Iwe,  celebrated  In  a  number  of  songs ,  such  as  the 
one  that  begins i  "Twenty-slK  miles  across  the  open  seaj  Santa  Catalina  is 
a-waitlng  for  me,  ,,,"  Santa  Catalina  has  an  attraction  and  a  fame  that  draw 
from  history  more  enduring  than  the  ^tallna  swimsult  and  flying  boats,  even 
Chough  they  also   help    to    characterise   its   varied  recreational  attractions. 
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FOOTNOTES 


1  Patrleia  tone  Moore,    The  Casino,  Avalon,  Santa  Catallna  Island^  California 
(Avalon,  Calif*:    Catallna    Island    Musem    Society,  Inc. 7,    1979),    p*  12. 

2  The  general  historical  background  of  the  casino  that  follows  has  been 
abstracted  from  Hoore,  o£.  clt ■ ,    pp.  12-17- 

3  A  casino  in  the  generic  sense  is  any  public  room  or  building  that  is  used 
for  musical  or  theatrical  perf orniances ,  dancing,  or  gambling,  etc-  In  the 
1920s  and  1930s,  the  term  was  commonly  used  In  connection  with  dancehalls 
and  ballrooms.  Its  usage  to  denote  gambling  establishments  has  become 
firmer  In  recent  years,  GaB^llng  has  never  been  permitted  In  the  Avalon 
casinos, 

4  Moore,  ££,  clt* ,  Foreword  (by  William  Wrigley)  , 

5  Ibid,,  pp,  18-21. 

6  Ibid.,  p*  21, 

7  Ibid- ,  pp.  22-27  J  for  the  construction  Information  Included  here. 

8  Ibid,,  p.  37. 

9  The  discussion  of  plays,  films,  and  "big  bands*'  that  follows  has  been 
gleaned  from  the  material  In  Ibid, ,  pp.  46-'77  passim,  83, 

XO  Ibid,  i  pp,  82-^86|     AnonpiouSi  "Suggested  Guide's  Commentary  for  Casino 

Walking  Tour"  (Avalon,  Calif,:  April  10,  1972),  p,  12. 
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Ofgantgatlon  History  Division ,  National  Park  iervioe       ^^tm     October  10^  1984 


atreat  &  number  1100         street^  NW 


teiephone    {202)  343'3165 


ol^  or  town 


Washington 


state 


DC  20240 


1 2.  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  Oertif loation 

"nie  evaluatad  aignfflcanee  of  this  property  within  the  ilate  is^ 
 ,  national  _^  state   local 


Aa  tha  deaignated  State  Hiitorle  Preservation  Officer  for  the  National  Historic  Preiervation  Act  of  19ii  (Public  Law  Si- 
@§i)f  I  hereby  nominate  this  property  for  inclusion  In  the  National  Register  and  certify  that  it  has  ^mn  eviluated 
aeeording  to  the  criteria  and  prootdures  set  forth  by  the  National  Park  Service. 


State  Historic  Preseivation  Officer  signature 


title 


date 


Por  NFS  uM  onEy 

t  hereby  oarlify  that  this  property  la  Included  in  the  National  Register 

date 

K@e^  ^  the  ftational  Register 

Attesti 

date 
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Itmi  numte 


lip.  m^^^ 


Anonymous.     "Suggested  Guide's  Commentary  for  Casino  Walking  Tovt 
Californiai    April  10,  1972.    IS  pp.  (Unpublished.) 


Aval on , 


KeBBler.  Julia  B.     "As  We  Ware  In  AvaXon."  in  "ChMmplon.  in  the  Sun."  California 
HlBtory  (Special  Isaue) ,  LXIIT,  1  (Winter  1984),  pp.  71-76.  - 

Moore    Patricia  A.    The  Caaine.  Avalon.  Santa  Catalina  Island.  Callforn<«. 
Avalon,  California!    Catalina  laland  MuBeuo  Sociaty,  inc.,  1979.  ~  " 

Publicity  Bureau  of  the  William  Wrigley.  Jr..  Interest..     "Salient  Fact,  about 
The  New  Catalina  Casino  ..."    Los  Angeles i    May  1929.      9pp.  (Unpublished.) 
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Typo  ail  tntf  las^gemplele  applleabic  STCtions 

1.  Name  

hlttoric         Vlmm%  Baden  spkings  Hotel 


For  ui#  only 
date  entered 


finder  cemmen 


2.  Loeatlon 


street  &  number 

off  Ind,  16 

—  not  for  publication 

city,  tewn      West  Baden  Springs 

 ^  vicinity  of 

etate            Indiana  code 

county 

Orange 

code 

3.  Olassification 

Oetegory 

Ownership 

Slalus 

Present  Use 

 district 

 pubile 

 occupied 

^  .  agriculture 

 museum 

bulidlng(s) 

_X  private 

X  unoccupied 

 commercial 

 park 

—  strueture 

_^  both 

work  in  progrsss 

 educational 

 private  resfdence 

 site 

Public  Acqulsltien 

AMASBlblft 

 entertsinment 

religious 

 object 

 ^  in  process 

 .  yesi  restrleted 

government 

--  - --  scientific 

 ^  being  ccnsidered 

 „  yes:  tinrestrlcted 

 tndustrlai 

 ^  transportation 

 no 

-  -  -  military 

 X_  other:  vaaant 

4.  Owner  of  Property 


Eugene  MaoDonald 


street  &  number  ^^^^  Springe  Hotel,  Box  338 


city,  town 


West  Baden  Springs 


.  vicinity  of 


state 


Indiana  47567 


5.  Location  of  Leflal  Pescription 


courthouse, Vegistry  of  deeds,  etc.  Register  of  Deeds ,  Orange_Cqunt^ 
street  &  nymber       Court  House  Square 

city,  town  Paoli  


state  Indiana 


6,  Representation  in  Existing  Surveys  

titf«  Historic  American  Buildings  iurvey      has  this  property  been  determined  eligible?   ^  yes 


date 


1962 


^    federal         state   _=  county 


.  local 


depositary  for  survey  records       Library  of  Congress 
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few  1 


Title  I     Historio  American  Englnaaifing  Reeard 
Date I     1973  K  Federal 

DepositQry  far  survey  reco^si  T.ibrary  of  Congress 
City I    Washington  atates    DC  20240 


Titles     National  Register  of  Historic  Places 

Date I     1974  K  Federal 

Depository  for  survey  records i     National  Park  Service 

Citys     Washington  State i     DC  20013-7127 
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7.  Pesoription 


eeiitfltlon  Cheek  ©ne 

excellent   .  deteriorated  unaltertd 

^       good  .    ruins  JC==  alter#d 

3c    fair  unexpoied 

Il0atr1ll«  ttHi  prasMt  ■nd  oritinal  (if  known)  physioal  apposranoa 

The  West  Baden  Springs  Ho  eel  rests  on  rolling  land  In  the  middle  of  extensive 
forested  areas  In  a  region  long  famous  for  Its  mineral  springs.^  In  Its  heydey, 
during  the  first  three  decades  of  the  20th  century,  the  compleK  Included  the 
70S^room  main  hotel  building,  built  in  1901-02;  a  nmber  of  smaller  structures;  and 
various  recreational  f aQilltles «  The  main  hotel  is  a  6~story  brick  and  concrete 
structure,  16-aided  on  the  exterior,  with  a  vast  covered  circular  "Pompelan  Court," 
or  atrium,  rising  the  full  height  of  the  building  on  the  interior.  A  huge  steel 
and  glass  dome,  195  feet  In  diameter  and  130  feet  high,  covers  the  circular  courts 
Elliptical  in  configuration,  the  dome  is  supported  by  24  steel  ribs  connected  to  a 
circular  plate  drum  at  the  crown  and  tied  together  at  the  bottom  by  circular  plate 
girders  that  rest  only  atop  the  hotel's  outer  walls  at  the  circumference  of  the 
enclosed  space.  The  ribs  are  supported  on  giant  steel  shoes  provided  with  rollers 
to  allow  for  metallic  expansion  and  contraction «  Around  the  court  are  two  concentric 
rings  of  rooms  with  a  corridor  between  them  on  each  floors 

Alterations 

The  building's  original  arrangement  and  detailing  have  been  somewhat  altered-  In 
1917-19,  much  decorative  work  was  added  to  the  formerly  somewhat  austere  inner 
court*  The  great  brick  columns^  were  covered  with  canvas  and  painted ,  The  lower 
walls  were  faced  with  marble  and  a  magnificent  marble  mosaic  tile  floor  and  a  large 
glazed  ceramic  fireplace  facing  were  installed.  In  the  1930a,  when  a  Jesuit  seminary 
began  to  occupy  the  building,  the  Jesuits  found  the  nominally  "Moorish**  architecture 
offensive  and  took  down  Byzantine^style  towers  from  the  main  building  and  removed  the 
scalloped  top  edge  of  its  exterior  brick  wall  •  They  also  altered  somewhat  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  rooms,  making  cells  and  prayer  rooms  of  some  of  them,  and  converted  the 
grand  lobby  into  a  chapel,  closing  it  off  from  the  atrium»^ 

Further  interlof  alterations  were  made  by  Northwood  Institute  in  the  1960s  in 
converting  the  building  for  college  use-  These  included  removing  the  Individual 
hotel  room  bathrooms  on  the  upper  floors  and  providing  group  facilities 

Still  joined  to  the  main  building  on  the  north  is  a  square  structure  which  originally 
housed  a  dining  room  below  and  a  ballroom/ eKhlbltlon  hall  above |  the  Jesuits  divided 
the  latter  Into  classrooms.  Also  to  the  north,  beyond  the  dining  room,  is  a  large 
kitchen  area  and  to  the  side  a  boiler  room  and  the  former  garage  and  staff  quarters, 
later  used  as  an  academic  building  by  the  seminary  and  the  institute. 

Other  Features 

The  hotel's  red  and  white  brick  was  painted  early  In  its  history.  A  large  veranda 
was  constructed  late  in  the  1910s.  An  extension  of  the  veranda,  no  longer  standing, 
connected  the  building  via  a   covered  walkway  to  a  series  of  buildings  across  the 
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CofitinygtiQn  shM 


mttmmt  houil^  a  hospital  and  an  opara  house*  Bayond  thase  struetuMs  were  a  formal 
garden^  sprli^  houses^  and  a  giant  2-8tory  eovared  structure  with  a  horse  track  on 
the  first  floor,  a  bleyele  traek  on  the  seeoirf.  and  a  full-slM  ©pen  baseball  fi#ld 
in  the  eentar. 

To  the  south  of  thg  bulldinip  aMUfrf  tha  formal  reotangular  gardan,  are  saveral 
brlek  pavilion  bulldipis  of  Greek  Rivival  daaj^n*  A  temple  of  "Apollo,"  a  pavilion 
whleh  contained  bowll^  allays  and  billiard   tablesi  the   "Temple  of  Hygala  " 

another  spring  building  latar  usad  as  a  ehapel,  ramain.  These  atruotures  replaead 
earlier  frme  ones  in  the  late  IflOs,  Sprlr^  Buildli^  Mm^ar  7,  a  briek  building 
with  elaborate  glagad  ceramlo  dacoratlon  on  the  interior  airf  ieaded  glass  windows 
has  bean  removed  and  the  aecass  stairway  to  the  sprli^  area  in  the  rotunda  of  thg 
building  has  been  filled  in  with  eoncreta,  Tha  Jesuits  capped  this  and  the  other 
springs  durii^  thair  stay« 

Tha  opera  house  and  hospital,  tha  bleyola-horsa  traek  building,  a  Catholic  church 
and  smallar  outlying  structures  have  also  been  damollshad;  the  baseball  diamond  and 
portions  of  the  golf  course  remain,    A  stable  still  stains  but  is  in  poor  condition. 


Footnotas 
1 

Tha  dascription  that  follow  Is  an  adltad  version  of  that  appearing  In  the 
National  l^gistar  of  Historic  Places  nomination  (1974), 

2 

Janlca  Turnar,  "A  Stately  Pleasura  Dome"  (West  Baden,  Ind.s  Northwood  Instltuta 
1980),  pp,  22-24.  * 

3 

Gregory  S,  Gatsos,  "Biography  of  a  Hotal"  (1970), 
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8.  Signlfieance 


Peried  Ar#as  of  Signifieariee^Qhestt  and  Justify  below 

prehlitaria  arsheQlogy^prehlstoric         community  planning  landscape  archittclur*  rt^Iilfl^n 

.^140^1499  areheQlogy'hiitQric  esnservation  .   law  ^ seiefi^ 

.  1i0^1S99         .agriculture  .  aconemlci  literature  seyi^im 

1800-1699  architectyre  education  military  s^ial' 

^    17Q0-1799  art  ^  engineering  =  .  music  hum&niwisn 

,^^^  1800=1399  commerce  exploration  settlement  .      philosophy  ^..,f!wrst#f 

.JL.  190D-  communications  industry  .  politics  government  '^ranspOflaMfi 

invention  x_  otfwr  (tp^ify) 

 ^  , ,  ,       .       .  .  .  .    ..  Rag.g#afeiQn 

mpm^mm  Mmm     1901=02  —  1932  Builder  Arehlteet     Harrigon  Albright  (resQrt  hatel) 


Stal#maiil  of  SignlfioafiEe  {In  one  paragraph) 

Summary 

The  West  Baden  Springe  Hotel ,  Che  focus  of  Che  communlCy  Chat  dubbed  itself  th€ 
"Wiesbaden"  (Wesc  Baden)  or  "Carlsbad"  of  ^erlca  because  of  ICa  mloa^al  tracer 
aprlnga.  la  a  dramatic  wlcness  to  an  opulenc  soolal  era,  when  Azaerleans  "took  the 
wacers"  Co    restore    health    and    enjoy    a    variety    of    reereatlonal  aetlvlticss^ 

From  its  proKlmlcy  to  gambling  casinos  Che  West  Baden  Sprli^a  Hotel  emerged  mm  the 
Mldwesc's  answer  Co  MonCe  Carlo.  The  resort -s  eKcepClonal  recreational  facilities 
likewise  actraeced  sporcsmen,  noCably  pracclce  teams  of  m&Jqr  league  baaeballa 
Through  one  of  its  owners,  it  also  had  ties  Co  circus  hlscory.  Finally ,  in  itself » 
Che  hotel  is  a  major  feat  of  engineering ,  featuring  an  Imense  eoverad  done  that 
was  the  largest  In  the  world  when  built* 

This  steel  and  glass  dome  covering  the  inner  atrium,  of  200  feet  in  dimeter,  was 
an  engineering  tour  de  force »  It  was  advertised  by  its  owners  and  in  ei^inaariiig 
Journals  of  the  time*  Its  great  siie,  and  the  desire  of  lea  builders  to  aake  It 
the  biggest  in  che  world,  made  Ic  a  climactic  achievemenc  In  a  great  era  of  experi* 
mentation  In  the  use  of  metal  and  glass  in  the  last  half  of  the  19th  century.  This 
tradition  includes  works  like  the  1851  Crystal  Palace  at  London's  Horld's  Fair  and 
che  great  railroad  train  sheds  and  domes  of  ever—increasing  mtmm  which  culainated 
in  1893  with  William  LeBaron  Jenney's  Horticultural  Hall  dome  at  Chicago's  World's 
Colmiblan  Exposition,  the  outer  diameter  of  which  was  187  feet.  iU. though  later 
outstripped  In  size  by  other  types  of  domes,  Includli^  reinforced  and  geodesic 
strucCures,  Che  WesC  Baden  Springs  HoCel  dome  may  still  be  the  largest  of  its  type 
in  the  world* 

Hlscory 

The  first  hotel  in  the  West  Baden  Springs  vicinity  was  built  in  1845 •  The  Mile 
Lick  Hotel j  soon  renamed  the  West  Baden  Sprites  Hotel,  was  conatructed  in  18SS* 
Becelvlng  Ics  great  Impetus  when  the  Louisville,  New  Albany  and  Chicago  coapleCed 
rail  service  through  the  town  with  the  Monon  Llne^  the  first  bulldlug,  as  expanded p 
served  until  It  burned  to  the  ground  in  1901* 

The  present  building  was  construeced  in  1901-02  for  the  owner  of  the  old  hotels 
Lee  W*  Sinclair,  a  banker  from  nearby  Salem,  Ind*  Sinclair  dreamed  of  building 
a  vase  domed  structure  but  was  turned  down  by  a  nu^er  of  archlcects  who  thOMght 
the  project   impossible.     He   finally  eng^ed  Harrison  Albright,   a  young  architect 
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from  CharlBston,  West  Virginia,  to  design  the  building  and  an  ■ngineer,  Oliver  J. 
weaccott,  to  plan  the  dome.  (Because  Sinclair  feared  being  burned  out  as^*"':  he 
specif  lad  that  a  minimum  of  wood  be  used  in  construction!  the  hotel's  fori^atirhs 
ware  stone.  Its  floors  concrete,  and  Its  plaster  lath  of  heavy  steel  mesh.)  -  he 
astonishment  of  skeptics,  the  structure  did  not  collapse.  Indeed  it  atll  *2*ina 
structurally  sound.  —  ~   


Sinclair  s  hotel,  which  featured  a  music  room,  a  theater,  and  a  stock  exe&ange.  was 
an  attraction  in  Itself,  but  the  resort's  other  amenities  made  it  even  more  enticing 

addition  to  the  spring  houses,  these  Included  i  a  aeparate  opera  house;  a  double- 
decked  covered  bicycle  track  that  was  the  largest  in  the  country,  built  in  an  oval 
a  third  of  a  mile  around,  and  so  large  that  a  full-alaed  baseball  field  was  In  its 
center  I  a  natatorlum"  surrounded  by  three  floors  off  bath  facllitloBi  a  miniature 
Catholic  cathedral  on  the  hill  to  the  west  of  the  hotel j  a  golf  course,,  bridle  paths 
am  nature  walks;  and  a  trolley,  at  the  door,  to  nearby  French  Lick.Z 

The  building's  architecture  Is  not  as  much  an  example  of  any  particular  style  as  an 
Olympian  combination  of  several  styles.  Some  of  the  outbuildings'  styles  however 
can  be  traced  to  mineral  water  health  spas  In  Baden  and  Wiesbaden.  Germany.  In 
tact,  the  building  known  as  Spring  Seven  had  several  entrances,  over  one  of  which 
Is  the  name  Sprudal  Seben,  German  for  "Spring  Seven."  The  mineral  water  bottled  by 
the  hotel  was  called  Sprudel  Water  after  the  Spririel  Waaser  of  Wiesbaden. 

The  hotel  played  a  significant  role  In  Aaerican  social  history.  Guests  came  first 
for  the  mineral  waters  available  there  and  for  the  hotel's  many  recreational  Meal- 
ties,  but  were  also  attracted  by  the  gambling  and  gaming  in  the  area,  especially 
during  the  ISZOs.  It  was  a  perennial  vacation  address  for  the  great  and  near-great, 
during  the  first  three  decades  of  the  20th  century.  The  name  of  "Diamond  Jim* 
Brady  appeared  on  the  guest  register  many  times.  General  John  J.  Pershing,  the 
Studebaker  family  Mayor  "Big  Bill"  Thompson  of  Chicago.  New  York  Governor  and 
Presidential  candidate  Alfred  E.  Smith,  the  humorist  Geoi^e  Me,  and  Eva  ("I  don't 
care  }  Tai^uay  were  also  guests,  some  of  them  coming  year  after  year.  The  aoM  "On 
the  Banks  of  the  Wabash"  was  written  by  Paul  Dresser  during  a  vacation  at  the 
hotel,  and  it  was  first  played  here.  Boxers  John  L.  Sullivan  and  Thomas  J.  Sharkey 
were  also  regular  patrons.  An  Infamous  visitor  was  Al  Capone.  who  came  year  after 
year  In  the  1920s— with  his  bod^uards.S  i-      .  y 


^ — ^-  -^^^ 

*  Bicyclists  pedaled  on  the  upper  floor}  horseback  riders  paraded  on  the  lower 
level.  The  following  major  league  baseball  teams  used  tha  field  for  sorliw 
practice  at  various  times i  St.  Louis  Browns,  Pittsburgh  Pirates.  Philadelphia 
Phillies,  Chicago  Cubs,  Cincinnati  Reds,  and  St.  Louis  Cardinals.  (Gregory 
S.  Gatsos,    Biography  of  a  Hotel"  [1970].)  (Unpaginated) 
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Sinclair  continued  to  run  the  hotel  until  his  death  In  1916-  His  daughter  and 
son^ln-law  then  took  over  Its  management «  They  eonduoted  an  extensive  renovation 
(sketched  In  the  ^ scr 1 p 1 1 o^n  section  of  this  nomination) j  elements  of  which  ocQurred 
both  before   and  after  the  hotel's  brief   service  as  an  Army  hospital  In  19i8-'19-^ 

In  1922 i  the  hotel  was  sold  to  Edward  Ballard,  a  "local  boy"  who  had  become 

highly  successful  In  the  gambling  casino  and  circus  businesses-  He  ran  casinos  In 
Miami  Beach,  Fla* ,  Hot  SprlngSi  ^k, ,  Saratoga,  N.Y,,  and  Mackinac  Island,  Mich,, 
as  well  as  In  West  Baden  Springs*  He  h^  also  moved  the  Hagenbeck-Wallace  Circus 
to  the  West  Baden  Springs  vicinity  In  1915*  Ballard  was  a  great  showman  who  used 
the  hotel's  "Big  Dome"  as  a  "big  top"  at  tlmes|  he  h^ ,  In  fact,  entertained  the 
soldiers  with  circus  performances  there  durli^  the  hotel's  hospital  service- 5 
Under  Ballard,  the  hotel  thrived  until  the  Great  Depression,  although,  like  other 
Northern  resorts,  it  began  to  lose  trade  to  Florida  and  other  distant  resort 
loeations  that  were  becoming  readily  accessible  by  private  automobile* 

Ballard  had  with  wisdom  or  luck  (or  both)  ~  liquidated  his  circus  interests 
days  before  the  stock  market  crash  In  1929*  He  had  not  sold  the  hotel,  however, 
and,  out  of  loyalty  to  his  home  town,  strt^gled  to  keep  it  open*  Finally,  In  the 
spring  of  1932,  he  closed  Its  doors* 

Ballard  considered  selling  the  hotel  but  found  that  the  prime  would-be  purchasers 
were  gambling  interests  of  an  unsavory  variety*  When  he  despaired  of  selling,  he 
cast  about  for  an  organization  that  might  use  the  structure  for  religious  or  educa= 
tional  purposes.  Thus  It  was  that  In  1934,  Balla^J  ,  although  not  himself  a  Catholic, 
donated  the  hotel  to  the  Society  of  Jesus  (Jesuits)  for  use  as  a  seminary*6  During 
Its  30  years  In  that  role,  the  hotel  underwent  modifications  that  subdued  Its 
flamboyant  decoration*      (The    principal    changes    are    listed    under    Description* )7 

In  1964,  the  seminary  moved  to  new  quarters  near  Chicago,  and  the  Jesuits  advertised 
the  property  for  sale.  In  1966,  the  Northwo^  Institute,  a  private  collegiate 
school  of  business  man^ement,  acquired  the  building  *S  It  served  as  one  of  the 
institute's  campuses  until  1983* 

Eugene  MacDonald ,  an  eKperlenced  hotel  owner  who  is  a  native  of  the  area,  purchased 
the  hotel  in  late  1983,  and  plans  to  restore  and  reopen  it*^  MacDonald 's  efforts, 
if  successful,  would  return  the  hotel  to  the  character  and  appearance  of  Its 
glamorous  early  20th-century  past* 
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SEE  CONTINUATION  SHEET 


10.  geographical  Data 
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state  £Qde  aounty  code 


state 


code 


SQunty 


code 
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ofganizatlon  History  DlvisiQn^  National  Park  gerv-if^e  Mm 


street  &  number  llQQ  l  street^  nw 
elty  or  town  Washington 


teitphone       (202)  343^8165 


state 


DC  __20Q13-7127 


12.  State  Historic  Preservation  Off  leer  Oertification 

The  evaluated  significance  of  this  property  within  the  state  Is: 
national  state  local 


As  the  designated  State  Historic  preiervation  Officer  for  the  National  Historic  Prentrvatldn  Act  of  1968  (Public  Uaw  89- 
6€i),  i  hereby  nominate  this  property  for  inclusion  In  the  National  Register  and  certify  that  It  has  been  evaluated 
according  to  the  criteria  and  procedures  set  foilh  by  the  National  Park  Servlee. 

State  Historic  Preservation  OHIcer  signature 


title 


date 


For  NPS  um  only 

I  hereby  certify  that  this  property  is  Included  In  the  National  Register 


date 


Keeper  of  tho  Nattonal  ^^ister 
Chief  of  Rogiatratlon   


date 
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H  DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

—EXCikLiNT  ^piTiRIQRATiO 

^FAIR  ^UNiXPOSED 

DiSCRISi  THE  PRESENT  AND  ORIGINAL  (IF  KNOWN)  PHYSICAL  APPlARANCi 

Stfflsaary 

Thm  Hmpes  Uotml  is  a  12^story  Aft  Deeo  building  slcuated  ac  a  major  laCsr section 
in  dovncom  Ee&Op  vbera  VlTglnla  Street  crosses  thm  nuokmrn  Elver.  Ic  was 
d^slgnad  by  fiiB*  Bloaombm  of  Oaklaad,  Cmllforala,  atid  coaacrueced  in  1947-48  by 
the  Theodore  F.  lioorehead  Engtnmmting  Company,  an  associate  firm  of  H,  L. 
Stavams  Company,  a  well^knoiin  firm  spaelallzlng  In  hotal  eonstruatlon#  It 
reaalnad  in  sarviea  until  1982  and  has  bean  vaeant  since  then.^ 

The  Hapes  Hotel  is  a  tfaree^part  vertical  eQmposltlon#  a  tim^story  bas€  Clnoluding 
a  a€££anine  and  a  belon^street^level  basraent) ,  rectangular  In  plan,  iri>th  large 
glassed  storefront  i^ndows  and  entranees  surroimded  by  decorative  terra  eotta; 
an  L^shaped  body  eonaisting  of  eight  floors  of  guest  quarters  and  one  stfvice 
floor  (the  11th,  housing  heating  and  air  eondltloning  equi^ent};  and  a  or  owning 
*Sky  Boos"  with  f loor^to^celling  window  overlooking  the  ttuckee  Rlv^  and 
Virginia  Street. 

The  Ifopes  is  of  reiuforced  concrete  conatruetlon  with  t^ra  cotta^elad  first 
and  second  stories.  The  upptf  stories  are  faced  with  brick  and  cast  concrete. 
The  concrete  used  In  the  upp^  stories  ms  subscituted  for  the  terra  cotta 
specified  in  the  original  design  because  of  a  strike^  during  the  period  of 
construction,  at  the  factory  supplying  the  terra  cotta. 

ExtCTior 

The  exterior  at  the  mezianlne  level  retains  original  decorative  featwes:  belt 
courses  with  foliated  motif?  and  linked  che^ons  divide  the  mezzanine  from  the 
upper  hotel  sectloni  casi:  aluminum  grills  decorate  the  lower  sections  of  the 
double  hung  mezzanine  windows.  The  south  side  of  the  base  of  the  building  has 
two- story- tall  windows  facing  the  ^uckee  Rlv^ .  The  original  Virginia  Street 
hotel  entrance  was  two  stories  in  height  with  stepped  sidewalls  and  a  large 
glass  transom. 

The  facade  of  the  nine^floor  midsection  is  arranged  in  alternating  vertical 
strips  of  bricks  and  vertical  strips  of  windows  with  cast  concrete  spanchfels. 
The  spandrels  are  decorated  with  an  identical  foliated  pattern.  The  windows 
are  shorty  double  hung»  and  aliminum  framed,  arranged  In  single  and  paired 
conf igwations ■  Ctffvedj  foiff^part  window  bays  project  from  tluree  corners  of 
the  building.  Two  eight^story— tall ,  slanted-^slde,  bay  windows  project  from  the 
south  side. 
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The  "Sky  Room"  level  is  lighted  by  floor-to-celling  axpansea  of  glass  and  la 
aurrounded  by  a  eontlnuous  balcony  with  an  AlOTlnum  balustrade  and  a  concrete 
floor.  At  Intervals,  portals  with  decorated  concrete  stepped-slde  panels  * 
topped  by  concrete  canopies  with  crowning  finials,  open  onto  projecting  concrete 
box  balconies.  A  repeating,  high  relief,  Eig-sag  brick  cornice  tops  the  buildingi 
the  roof  is  flat.  The  hotel's  vertical  feeling  is  further  emphasised  by  deco- 
ratively  rich  geometric  Art  Deco  finials  which  are  placed  at  intervals  along 
the  cornice. 


The  basement  and  main  floor  both  boast  9 ,180  square  feet.  The  upper  ten  floors 
each  contain  3,580  square  feet.  When  condjined  with  the  mezzanine  level,  the 
total  square  footage  of  the  building  la  79,340.  The  basement  level  provides 
parking  for  40  cars,  plus  spaces  for  storage,  a  barber  shop,  a  boiler  room,  and 
a  Turkish  bath.  When  opened,  the  ground  floor  contained  seven  rental  shops, 
three  with  frontage  on  First  Street  and  four  with  Virginia  Street  frontage. 
The  remaining  ground  floor  space  was  occupied  by  the  combination  lobby  and 
lounge,  the  casino,  a  bar  and  cocktail  lounge,  a  coffee  shop,  a  dining  room, 
and  a  kitchen.  Tteee  passenger  elevators  across  the  lobby  from  the  registration 
desk  provide  access  to  the  upper  floors.  As  built,  the  mezzanine  featured  a 
banquet  room,  offices,  and  a  beauty  parlor. 

The  Mapes  was  planned  for  easy  maintenance  and  high  fire  safety.  Guest  rooms 
had  alminiim  baseboards,  toe  molds,  thresholds,  and  window  sash,  with  corridor 
doors  and  lamps  of  hollow  steel.  Also  in  the  Interest  of  fire  safety,  the 
guest  rooms  were  built  without  transoms  and  their  steel  doors  were  Intended  to 
restrain  any  fire  to  a  single  living  unit;  staircases  were  enclosed  by  walls 
with  a  4-^hour  fire  resistance  rating. 

The  eight  floors  of  the  body  of  the  building  contain  a  total  of  250  guest  units 
and  40  apartment  units.  One  floor  has  40  rooms,  while  the  other  seven  include 
42  rooms  eachi  27  bedrooms,  5  living  rooms,  5  kitchens,  and  5  dinettes.  Three 
apartments  on  each  floor  are  on  the  rounded  outside  corners,  providing  panoramic 
vieTO.  The  other  two  apartments,  on  the  south  side  of  each  floor,  are  provided 
with  bay  windows-  The  bedrooms  range  In  size  from  lO'l"  by  14'  to  13'  10"  by 
17 '6".    Apartment    living    rooms    have    an   average    area    of    280    square  feet. 

The  "Sky  Room"  (top  floor)  contains  space  for  400  to  dine,  a  complete  kitchen, 
a  stage,  a  dance  floor,  casino  area,  and  bar.  Originally,  space  was  also 
provided  for  the  Prospector  Club,  a  private  Reno  men's  club. 
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Exterior  Alter a clone 

Alterations  at  the  base  of  Che  building  have  affected  a  small  portion  of  the 
eKterlor.  The  majority  of  the  excerior  gurface  is  exactly  as  when  bullc.  The 
original  two-story  main  entrance ^  on  Che  south  side,  scill  exists ,  although  che 
upper  port,^  jn  has  been  covered  by  signage;  the  entry  vestibule  celling  has  also 
been  lower  .d.  The  storefronts  were  modified  when  the  shops  were  removed  to 
enlarge  the  casino  space.  These  original  storefronts  have  been  covered  with 
concrete  panels  pierced  with  small  horizontal  windows-  Armings '  and  signage 
have  been  added,  including  a  large  sign  calling  attention  to  the  "World  Famous 
Skyroom*" 

Interior  Alteratlona 


The  spatial  arrangement  of  the  first  floor  interior  of  the  Mapes  was  altered 
when  the  seven  original  shops  were  removed  to  add  to  the  casino  space*  The 
coffee  shop  has  also  been  taken  out.  As  the  Mapes'  casino  space  was  relatively 
small  compared  to  later  downtown  Reno  casinos ,  the  need  for  expanded  gaming 
space  to  Insure  competitive  facilities  brought  ahouC  Che  removal  of  the  shops 
and  enlargement  of  the  casino  area  throughout  the  main  floor*  The  first  floor 
main  kitchen  J  dining  roomj  hotel  lobby,  west  dncrancei  ease  entrance,  and 
curved  bar  of  Circassian  walnut ^  however,  remain  in  their  original  positions*^ 

Some  Interior  decorative  features  on.  the  first  floor  have  also  been  changed. 
The  f loor'=to=celllng  structural  columns  have  been  faced  with  mirrors,  although 
it  is  probable  chat  the  column  facings,  as  built,  are  intact  under  this  contem- 
porary covering..  Much  of  the  original  celling  exists  above  the  new  drop  ceiling* 
The  original  celling  Is  still  visible  In  the  hotel  lobbyj  it  is  coved  and 
ornamented  with  a  curved  or  "wavy"  cornice*  The  three  elevators  are  original, 
as  are  their  exterior  signal  lights.  The  nearby  glass  and  metal  mail  chute 
also  dates  from  the  period  of  construction* 

The  floor  plan  of  the  mezzanine  level  has  been  altered  over  the  years*  When 
the  hlgh-cellinged  shops  on  the  flrsc  floor  were  removed,  the  upper  part  of  Che 
space  above  them  was  converted  Inco  offices,  adding  to  the  mezianlne  level. 
The  foyer    and    banquet    room,    however ^    remain    in    their    original  locations* 

The  spatial  arrangement  of  the  guest  floors  is  generally  Intact*  Original  halls 
and  suites  remain  and  are  very  plain. 
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The  basla  floor  plaa  of  the  Skyrgom  ±a  intact*  The  dance  floor  and  stage  are 
la  Cheto  arlglnal  posltloni,  as  are  the  kitchen,  lobby ,  and  curved  bar*  The 
f loot* to^cai ling  windows  are  intact^  as  are  the  structural  columns  and  the 
curved  or  "mvy"  cornice.  Most  of  the  streamlined  modern,  dropped,  elrcular 
Mlling  medallions y  which  held  period  light  fixtures,  remain  in  place.  The 
former  privata  mens*  club  on  this  floor  has  been  converted  into  restaurant 
apace. 

Ffoa  accouats  of  the  topes  Hotel  at  the  time  of  its  opening,  the  main  qualities 
of  its  interior  design,  which  were  mueh  admired  in  the  1940s,  were  its  size  and 
"Mdera''  simplicity  —  a  sound,  no-cheap-frills  kind  of  design.  As  the  casino/ 
hotel  industry  developed,  howev^ ,  glittery  and  flashy,  almost  gaudy,  interiors 
beoase  the  rule»  beeause  they  were -Judged  to  be  an  important  factor  in  attracting 
cu8tomeTS#  To  keep  paee  with  this  trend,  and  at  the  same  time  maintain  interiors 
that  are  subject  to  heavy  traffic,  interior  redecoration  has  been  eommon  and 
frequent  in  casinos.  The  Hapes  has  eKperienced  the  effects  of  this  trend,  but 
otherwise  remains  generally  intaet. 
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FOOTNOTES 


1 


The  phyaical  descrlpclon  appearing  here  has  been  adapted  and  eondensed  from 
that  appearing  in  the  Natienal  Regiscer  of  Hiatorie  Places  nomination  form, 
prepared  by  Mxb  Koval  and  Patrleia  Lawr enee-Dietz  In  August  1983.  It  was 
verified  by  onaite  inspection  on  Ap^il  25  *  1984* 

2 

The  plans  for   the  Mapes  appeared  In  S.P*  Barash  S  Company ,  Western  Hotel 
and  Restaurant  Report  (San  Francisc^Op  November  1948).  ~ 
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ThacDdore  P*  Maorehaad  Enginearing 
Co.  —  Builder 


Th€  Mapes  ^aino  was  the  first  high-rie©  hotel/casino  in  Nevada  and  served  as 
ths  protQEype  for  later  hotel/ casinos ,  profoundly  influencing  their  design. 
It  was  the  first  high-rise  casino  complex  to  include  gai^linf,  dining,  lodging, 
and  entertainment  under  one  roof,  it  also  has  stati^e  as  an  outstanding  example 
of  the  Art  DecQ  style  in  the  State,  and  derives  local  renown  from  its  associ- 
ations with  members  of  the  Mapes  family,  who  have  been  prominent  in  Reno's 
civic  and  business  affairs  for  more  than  a  century,! 

The  Hapes  is  a  preeminent  example  of  a  kind  of  establishment  and  building  type 
that  has  attained  major  importance  in  Nevada's  booining  urban  developaeut  during 
the  last  four  decades.  It  was  also  the  tallest  building  in  Nevada  when  It  was 
built. 2 

Back^ound 

Gambling,  because  of  moral  considerations  and  religious  scruples,  has  often 
been  restricted  or  outlawed-  It  has,  nevertheless,  survived  and  even  flourished 
in  modern  societies.  Even  when  declared  illegal,  it  has  often  continued  in 
small-scale  operations  on  the  edge  of  the  law,  such  as  neighborhood  taverns 
running  football  pools,  or,  in  other  cases,  in  large-scale  and  entirely  illegal 
businesses  run  by  organized  crime. 

The  regulation  of  gambiing  has  provided  a  continuing  and  controversial  dilemma 
for  lawmakers  and  law  enforcement  authorities,  as  have  the  control  of  liquor, 
prizefighting,  and  prostitution.  Oh  these  issues,  the  State  of  Nevada  has 
traditionally  taken  a  more  libertarian  position  than  practically  any  other 
Jisisdiction  in  the  United  States.  For  example,  the  State  legalized  prize- 
fighting in  1897  and  hosted  numerous  bouts ,  especially  before  1910,  when  the 
sport  was  illegal  in  many  States-  Gambling,  which  had  been  legalized  in  Nevada 
in  1869,  became  illegal  In  1910 •  In  1931,  the  State  again  legalized  gambling, 
generally  referred  to  in  Nevada  as  "gaming."  (The  same  session  of  the  State 
legislative  also  relaxed  its  divorce  laws. 3) 
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After  thm  1931  law,  Che  flree  legal  publle  easlnos  in  Reno  were  small-samle 
faellltles  racroflcced  for  gaming  uie,  sueh  as  Harold's  Club  (1935),  the  flyat 
Nevada  eaalno  to  attract  a  major  national  and  international  ellentele*  This 
structure  housed  only  a  casino,  with  no  other  facilities #  Harold's  Club  has 
been  heavily  modified  In  recent  years.  Other  buildings,  including  hotels,  sueh 
as  the  Riverside  Hotel  (diagonally  opposite  the  Hapes) ,  merely  added  casinos  on 
their  ^ound  floors. 

In  Las   Vegas,  the  early  casinos  were  built  In  a  "ranch-style"  fashion, 
sprawling  2-story  buildings.     EKamples    of    this    horizontal   type   In  the  city 
Include  the  El  Hancho  Vegas  (1941),  the  Last  Frontier  (1942),  and  the  El  CoT%mm 
(c*  1941). 

Construction  of  the  Hapes  Hotel  was  planned  before  the  onset  of  World  War  IX « 
Wartime  restrictions  on  the  use  of  scarce  building  materials  for  civilian 
piff poses,  howev^,  delayed  its  building.  It  was  not  until  after  the  Hapes 
Hotel  was  built  that  the  casino  industry  adopted  as  standard  the  t^ee^part 
vertical  composition  in  high-rise  construction.  The  Itepes  had  two  floors  at 
the  ground  level  serving  as  casino  space,  restaurants,  banquet  facilities, 
shops,  and  hotel  lobbyj  the  body  of  the  building  contained  guest  quarters i  and 
the  uppermost  floor  provided  space  for  entertainment,  dancing,  dining,  drinking, 
and  more  gambling,  and  even  a  wedding  chapel. 

Since  1947,  almost  all  casino  design  in  Nevada  has  followed  the  Mapes*  three-pMt 
plan  featuring  multiple  attractions.  Las  Vegas  followed  suin  in  the  1950s  as 
urbanization  pushed  land  values  up,  encouraging  casinos  to  build  vertically 
rather  than  horizontally. 

The  Mapes  Hotel  is  associated  with  other  "firsts"  in  the  casino  Industry.  It 
was  one  of  the  first  major  Nevada  hotels  to  popularize  floor  shows  and  dancing 
in  a  nightclub  atmosphere,  one  of  the  first  to  hire  "big  name"  stars  and  to 
showcase  lounge  entertainment,  and  the  first  in  the  Reno  area  to  participate  in 
direct  remote  broadcasts  for  the  Ed  Sullivan  television  show.  Media  personal- 
ities have  also  been  associated  with  the  Hapes.  Sasmy  Davis,  Jr.,  made  his 
debut  here  with  the  Will  torston  Trio  in  the  late  1940s,  and  later  appeared 
solo.^  Other  performers  who  appeared  at  the  Hapes  over  the  years  include  Biae 
West,  Nelson  Eddy,  Gypsy  Rose  Lee,  and  Ann-Hargaret ,  "Bonanza,"  the  popular 
television  "western",  was  first  shoim  at  the  hotel.  A  nimiber  of  films  have 
been  made  at  the  Mapes,  Including  Maril^  Monroe's  and  Clark  Gable's  last 
movie,  "The  Misfits." 
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In  terma  ©f  its  archlcecture ,  the  Maps©  possesses  State  signif Icance^  is 
the  only  Deco  hotel   ©f  its   size  in  Nevada  chat  bears  eompatiion  wi^t^^ 

Dec©  hotels  in  other  urban  areas  of  Che  Gountry*  It  is  also  one  of  the  f^Sn^^a  ^t 
Dec©  buildings  thac  remain  in  the  State.  In  Reno,  Che  U.S.  Post  Offic^  (tJ^934) 
on  Mill  and  South  Virginia  Screets  and  the  El  C©rtez  (1931)  at  iacond  Stte^^it  and 
Arlingt©n  Avenue  are  the  only  other  remaining  major  conitructlQns  ^  the 
style*  Neither  la  as  elaborate  or  showy  as  che  Mapes,  alchough  the  HaPee  ^tos  of 
later  date. 

The  hotel  is  also  significant  to  Nevada  for  its  asaociationi  with  the  ^^a^lapes 
family^  who  have  been  prominent  In  the  State's  business  and  civic  affaiti  ^since 
the  1860s*  The  Mapes  Hotel,  in  fact,  stands  on  the  site  onei  occupiea  the 
grain  and  feed  store  ©f  George  Washington  Mapes,  the  progenitQr  of  tha  f^^^ily. 
tfrs.  Gladys  Hart  Mapes  ("Mrs,  Reno")  (1896-1974),  who  married  int©  the  f^toiily] 
c©neeived,  built,  and  ran  the  Mapes  Kutel  until  shortly  bifori  het  deaths  She 
was  a  competent  businesswoman  whose  commercial  successes  had  a  marked  imp^^^t  on 
the  good  fortunes  of  Nevada,  She  won  the  sobriquet  "Mrs,  Reno"  for  the  b^^sadth 
of  her  civic  and  philanthropic  interests*  On  her  death,  ©wnerahip  of  thi  Hsnotel 
passed  to  her  son*  Charles  W.  Mapes,  Jr ,  He  operated  the  hOEel  until  i^t  ^  was 
placed  in  bankruptcy  in  1980, 
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The  rol@  of  the  t^pes  family  In  Che  State  Is  elaborated  la  some  detail  in 
the  National  Raglater  of  Historic  Flaces  nomine tloa  form,  prepared  by  Ana  Koval 
and  Patrlela  Lawenee-Dlet^  In  August  1933 «    The  "significance''  section  of  that 
nomination  has  been  edited  and  revised  for  this  section  of  this  nomiaatlon. 


2 

Oscar  Lewis,  Sagebrush  Casinos,  1953. 


3 

Robert  LaKslt,  Nevada,  A  Bicentennial  History  (New  Yorki  W.W*  Norton  Go*, 
Inc.,  1977) j  pp.  89-100. 

4 

Nevada  State  Journal ^     December  17 ,  1957 . 


rs9 


1118 


Qmajor  bibuographical  references 

lEE  COMTINUATIOH  SlffiET 


^GEOGRAFmCAL  DATA 

ACRlAdi  OF  NOMiNATiD  PROPERTY  Immm  4->iAFt  T 
UTM^RiFiRiNCii  ' 


ZONi  EAiTINI 

cLU  LU 


U.3i7.816.a.Ql 

NORTHING. 

J. 


jj    I    ■    '    ■    '    ■    ■  ' 


I  .  I  .  L 


el  .  I 

ZONI    eASTING  NORTHING 

oLU  I  I  .  I  .  .  I  I  ■  I  .  I  .  , 


VERBAL  BOUNDARY  DESCRIPTION 


Hano  original  towns ite  blook  Vt  Lata  16  and  17 


LIST  ALL  STATES  AND  COUNTIES  FOR  PROPERTIES  OVERLAPPING  i 

STATE  OR  COUNTY  SOUNOARIIS 

STATi                                                               CO  01  COUNTY 

COOl 

STATE                                                               CODE  CQUNn^ 

cope 

^FORM  PREPARED  BY 

NAME /TITLE 

iTft^Ti^^  H.  nha^t^i-nn.  Historiiin   ^_  

ORGANIZATION 

OATf 

National  Park  sarviaa      History  Division 

STReETA  NUMtiR 

TiLfPHONe 

1100  L  Street  m 

(202)  343-8165 

CiTYOR  TOWN 

STATE 

WaahiJfi9tQn 

DC  20240 

fM       WICATION  OF  NOMmATION 


STATE  HISTORIC  PRESIRVATION  OFFICER  RiCQMMiNDATION 


 -    rgrjjlHiiTQRIC  PREieRVATlON  OfFT^R  Si€  NATURE 

In  compliaim  witti  iMeutivo  Order  1 1 593. 1  hereby  nominate  this  property  to  tlw  National  Register  eertlfying  that  the  State 
Hlstona  Preaenwtion  Offi^r  has  been  allowed  §0  days  In  wrhlsh  to  preterit  the  nornination  to  the  Stale  Review  Board  and  to 
evaluate  Its  slgnMcs^e,  The  Waluated  level  of  flgnifi§anae  is  ^^^Natlonal  ^_itaie 

FiDiRAL  HiPRiSiNTATlVi  glGNATUHi   

TITLE  DATE 

I  H€mt¥  CERTlFt  TKWTHli  PROPE 

r  ■■  ■      -   ' .       '   "  ■  •    ■■  DATE  ... 

ATTlSft  DATE  .  ' 


730 


1119 


United  States  Departmeiit  of  the  Interior 
National  Park  Servlae 

National  R#gist@r  of  Historic  Plaoos 
Invontory-— Nomination  Form 


Continuation  sheet 


lt#m  numb^ 


Bibliography 


Barash,  S*P,,  and  Company.     Western  Hocel  and  Regtaurant  Report.  San  Pranclseo 
NQvembar  1948.  ~~  ~  ^   — 

Caen,  Herb.  "Its  News  to  Me*"  San  FraneiSGO  Chronlele.    December  22 ,  1947, 

"Clearing  Operations  Start  on  Hotel  Site,"  Reno  Evening  Gazette,     December  3 
1945 .  ~  —         ^  — ~  * 

"Eastern  'transplant  Put  Down  Roots,"  Nevada  State  Journal,    August  6,  1974. 

Laxalt,  Robert,    Nevada,  A  Bicentennial  Hlstoffy.     New  Yorki     W.W,  Norton  a  Co. 
Inc.,  1911.  ~  ~~  

Lewis,  Oscar,     Sagebrush  Casinos,  1953. 

"Mapes  Goes  for  Nostalgia,"     Nevada  State  Journal,     June  23,  1981. 

"Mapes  Hotel  10th  Birthday,"     Nevada  State  Journal >     December  17,  195^ 

"Bfrs.  Mapes,"     Reno  Evening  Gazette,     August  6,  1974. 

"Reno  Civic,  Cultural  Leader  Mcs.  Mapes  Dies,"     Reno  Evening  Gazette ^ 
August  5,  1974.   

"Reno's  Noted  Bachelor  Charles  Mapes,  Takes  Bride  Today,"     Nevada  State  Journal, 
December  31,  1974.   ^—  

Scrugham,  James  Graves.  Nevada,  a  Narrative  of  the  Conquest  of  a  Frontier  Landi 
Comprising  the  Story  of  Her  People  from  the  Dawn  of  History  the  Present  Time. 
Chlcagoi  The  American  Historical  Society,  1935.    Three  vols -II"  119-123 


731 


1120 


For       U8«  mlf 


United  Stales  Depdrtment  of  the  Interior 
National  Park  Servlea 

National  Register  of  Historic  Plaeos  rmmiymd 
Inventory — Nomination  Form  date  Mtmd 

S##  Initructlons  In  How  to  CQmplmW  NatlQnal  Register  Forms 
Type  all  entries— ^emptete  applicable  sections   

1e  Name 


histarle 


Canfield  Casino  and  Congress  Park 


and  or  eommon 


2.  Location 


stmt  &  numb#r 


^-^ —  not  for  publleatfon 


gltyitown        Saratoga  springs 


viGlnlty  of 


state 


New  York 


code 


36 


county 


Saratoga 


codo  091 


3. 


ition 


Oatftgory  Ownership 

__distriet   ^  pyblie 

bulldlng(s)  .  ^  prlvaie 

— structure  ^  .  both 

site  Pubiig  Ae'^ufisltion 

 objeet   In  prccesi 

 being  eoiniidtrtd 


Ststus 

^  oocupiid 

 unoQcupitd 

 ^  werH  In  progresi 

&aoessibie 

X_-_  yes:  restriettd 
^  .  yes;  unreitrlGted 


Present  Use 

^  egrlcylture 

^  oommerelal 

^  eduoatlonal 

 entertainment 

^  government 

 Industriii 

mlMtary 


 museum 

— ^  park 

— ^  private  residence 

religious 

scientifio 
_^  transportatfon 
K  others  Recraation 


4,  Owner  off  Property 


(casino  &  publie  park) 


Jjr,  Thomas        McTygue,  Coimnissioner  of  Publio 


Street  &  number       City  Hall 
city,  town       Saratoga  Springa 


.  vicinity  of 


state       11^^  York 


5.  Looatlon  off 


courthouse^  registry  of  deedSt  etc,  Saratoga  County  Courthousa 
street  it  number 


city,  town       Ballston  Spa 


state 


6,  Reipresentation  in  Existing  Surveys 


_  York 


^i^^eteenth  Century  Arohitecture  of  Saratoga 
title     Springs t     ArcKi±mn¥\i^m  t^^y^^^^  ga^i ^h'f  pro^fty  been  delefmintd  elig^^^^ 


yes 


no 


date  1970 


federal  state 


county 


local 


depoiitOry  for  survey  records  ^-^^  q4««#^4^^  ^  j= 
city,  town      Saratoga  Spring s_  


state      New  York 


733 


1127 


ERIC 


7.  Description  

QMtfilidn  Ch#€k  one  Check  ana 

eicetlent               deterlorattd           unalttrtd  X  ©riginal  site 

good                    pulni  .  X  altered  .    moved  date 

 fair  ^_  unexposed 


D«C€rib«  ih«  pr9S«nt  and  Qriginal  (if  known)  physical  appsaranoe 

The  17  acres  foming  Congregs  Park  today  are  an  accumulation  of  property  acquired 
by  the  city  In  acages  In  1901=13-  They  conaisc  of  the  old  Congress  Spring  holdlnga, 
including  the  alte  of  the  bottling  works  and  Congress  Spring  Farkj  the  Canflald 
Caalno  and  Its  park;  and  the  foraer  Congreas  Hotel  property.  Scattered  through  the 
eaaenclally  basln^shaped  park  are  paths,  groves  of  trees,  lawns,  an  Italian  garden, 
and  springs  with  Grecian  pavilions  #  The  abundant  water  supply  has  been  channelled 
Into  streams ,  ponds ,  and  fountains .  The  moat  notable  fountain  surrounds  Daniel 
Cheater  French's  renowned  statue,  "Spirit  of  Life,"  placed  in  1915,  which  Is  a 
memorial  to  Saratoga's  benefactor,   Spencer  Trask,  a  cloae  friend  of  the  sculptor. 


Cong res a  Park 

The  northweat  corner  of  the  present-day  Park  la  the  former  site  of  three  significant 
bulldinga  demoliahed  in  the  191081  Congreaa  Hall,  the  Congreaa  Spring  Bottling 
Plant,  and  the  Congress  Spring  Pavilion,  Congreas  Hall  was  a  hotel  begun  in  1812 
by  the  foresighted  Gideon  Putnsm«  It  waa  rebuilt  to  montiaental  proportions  in 
1866*  The  bottling  plant  and  pavilion  were  outgrowths  of  Dr>  John  Clarke's  develop"^ 
ment  of  the  aprlng,  which  he  bought  In  1826  when  it  waa  little  more  than  a  quagmire* 
By  1878  a  million  bottles  of  Congress  Spring  water  were  sold  each  year^  and  its 
fame  was  worldwide*  Both  Congress  Hall  and  the  bottling  plant  were  raied  by  the 
City  after  it  acquired  the  properties  In  1911*  Today  the  public  library  (1949; 
enlarged  1967)^  a  small  but  Intrusive  building  of  modern  deaigUi  at  the  northwest 
corner  of  the  Park,  and  the  Traak  Memorial  fountain  stand  on  their  sites* 

Across  the  Park's  main  road  from  the  Casino,  a  Greek  Revival  Doric  pavilion  has 
been  reconatructed  on  the  site  of  the  original  Congresa  Spring.  Ita  water  today  ia 
piped  from  the  nearby  Congress  L^X  Spring*  West  of  the  pavilion  la  the  Columbian 
Spring,  tubed  by  Gideon  Putnam  in  1806  and  reactivated  In  1983  with  a  domed  pavilion 
in  replica  of  the  early  .I9th^century  Greek  atructure*  Its  Invigorating  water  ia 
high  in  iron,  said  to  "impart  a  freshness  and  beauty  to  the  female  complexion*" 
The  Congresa  3  Spring,  farther  along  the  path  to  the  souths  is  another  water  which 
waa  bottled  and  distributed  worldwide  In  Che  mid^l9th  century*  From  the  hillside 
to  the  northeast  corner  of  the  Casino  flowa  the  Freshwater  Spring,  popular  with 
city  residents* 

The  Katrina  Trask  Ifemorlal  Stairway  (1922)  Is  an  attractive  hiatoric  element  on  the 
southwest  edge  of  the  Park*  It  was  designed  by  New  York  City  architects  Ludlow  and 
Peabody.    Katrina  Traak  was  Spencer  Trask' s  wlfe.^ 

(^erlooking  the  Park  on  the  southeast  la  the  Clarke »  or  "Frealdent'a  House"  [46 
Circular  Street] ,  which  is  not  Included  in  this  nomination  but  Is  of  Interest  in 
relation  to  the  Park*  It  Is  a  white  clapboard  Greek  Revival  2^story  residence 
built  about  1823*    Thia  building  was  originally  built  for  Dr*  John  Clarke  who  not 
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only  bagan  che  botcllng  of  CongresB  Spring  water,  but  bIbo  donatad  the  Thorvaldsen 
vases  In  front  of  the  Casino,  and  designed  and  nanad  Circular  Street.  The  house  is 
now  the  resldBnce  of  Skldmore  College's  preeldent.) 


Casino 


The  original  architect  of  the  CaBino's  early  construction  is  unkt.OMTi.  It  Is  situ- 
ated in  the  hollow  of  the  Park  facing  south  and  was  built  In  two  stages:  the  main 
building  m  1870  and  Its  east  wing  In  1871,  and  the  dinlngroom  and  kitchen  exten- 
sion to  the  north  in  1902-03.  The  RanalssancB  Revival  building  has  a  soft  pink  to 
orange  hue  characteristic  of  the  brick  of  the  Upper  Hudson  Hlver  kilns. 

The  principal  portion  of  the  building  Is  rectangular  in  layout.  It  is  3  stories 
with  a  basement.  The  atruccure  Is  wood-framed  to  center-bearing  walls.  On  the 
front  (south)  facade  the  brick  around  the  front  doorway  and  at  the  corners  of  the 
first  floor  and  east  wing  Is  made  to  look  like  rusticated  atone.  A  belt  course 
delineates  the  first  and  second  floors.  The  front  (south)  facade  is  distinguished 
by  a  different  treatment  of  the  sandstone  window  trim—segmental  pedlmants  over  the 
windows  and  front  door  on  the  first  floor,  triangular  pediments  on  the  second,  and 
rectangular  ones  on  the  third.  The  roof line  is  accentuated  by  a  richly  ornamented 
cornice  with  brackets.  This  cornice  continues  along  the  west  side  of  the  building 
Centered  above  the  cornice  on  the  front  (south)  facade  is  a  free-standing  segmental 
pediment,  «•  e 

On  the  interior  Is  a  central  hall  with  a  stairway.  On  the  first  floor  office  and 
library  were  on  the  west  side.  On  the  east  a  room  that  was  the  first  dinlngroom 
opens  into  the  large  gambling  room  In  the  east  wing.  On  the  second  floor  were 
three  private  gambling  rooms  and,  on  the  third,  living  quarters. 

The  oast  wing  containing  the  large  gaming  room  is  three  bays  wide  on  the  front 
(south)  facade  and  five  bays  on  the  east  facade.  In  contrast  to  the  main  portion 
of  the  building,  the  doorway  and  the  two  windows  flanking  It  are  1-1/2  stories 
high.  Over  the  arched  window  heads  are  segmental  pedlmentB  and  over  the  doorway  a 
triangular  pediment  echoing  the  alternate  treatment  of  pediments  on  the  front 
facade  of  the  3-story  portion.  The  cornice,  too,  reflects  that  of  the  main  building 
but  Is  more  ornate.  There  are  two  domes  in  the  roof  of  the  gaming  room.  Interior 
details  of  the  room—woodwork,  celling,  immense  mirrors,  statuettes,  lighting 
fixtures,  and  soma  furniture—still  remain. 

The  dinlngroom  and  kitchen  wing  to  the  rear  (north)  date  from  1503.  This  addition 
required  the  removal  of  several  1-story  service  wings  that  stood  behind  the  building. 
The  dlningroom  is  a  brick  structure  with  floor  framing  supported  on  steel  beams. 
The  arched  roof  is  framed  with  riveted  arch  beams  supported  on  columns.  The  kitchen 
and  rear  storage  area  are  brick  with  floor  framing  supported  by  steel  beams  and  the 
roof  by  an  Inverted  truss, 3 
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The  huge  dlnlngroom^  maasurlng  93'  x  58%  runs  on  an  aaaC^wast  Mis.  At  boCh  Mds 
ara  scalnad  glass  windows  dapictlng  horses  in  different  hiscorical  periods •  The 
barrel-vatilced  ceiling  has  octagonal  coffers  which  are  filled  wich  scained  glass 
windows^  which  provided  an  innovacive  system  of  indirect  lighting •  The  roM*s 
plasterwork  is  richly  decorated  and  its  original  parquet  floor  remains.  A  prial" 
tlve ^  but  effective,  system  of  air  conditioning  utilised  vents  in  the  vails  and 
opening  of  the  coffered  windows . 

Under  the  City's  stewardships  the  Casino  has  become  a  focal  point  o£  conimlt^f 
activities*  Neither  Horrissey  nor  Canfield  admitted  town  residents f  and  ladles 
were  not  allowed  beyond  the  first  floor #  Today,  the  former  gaming  ^doms  aud  prlvata 
apartment  on  the  second  and  third  floors  house  a  museum  operated  by  the  Historical 
Society  of  Saratoga  Springs*  Canfield' s  reading  room  and  office  have  teen  cravertad 
to  an  art  gallery  and  gift  shop  also  managed  by  the  flistorical  Society •  The  parlor, 
once  the  principal  gaming  room^  is  used  for  concerts,  lectures ,  seminars ,  and  prlvata 
parties*  The  bar  in  the  center  room,  where  Horrissey' s  patrons  once  sought  rafrashoantp 
was  restored  during  the  1970s*  The  ballroom  is  used  for  such  events  at  mdditigSp 
proms  J  parties,  community  forums,  and  political  rallies*  Many  fyrnishings  froa  iha 
"golden  era"  of  the  Casino  are  present  in  the  building,^ 

Two  vases  (1824},  designed  by  the  Danish  sculptor  Albert  Bertel  Thorvaldseny  daplcting 
"Day"  and  "Night"  stand  on  the  lawn  in  front  of  the  Casino.  The  Casino *s  gardens  ara 
an  integral  part  of  its  charm,  especially  the  formal  Italian-^'Style  garden  froa  Can* 
field's  era,  to  the  northeast.     Its   entrance   is   framed  by  two  white  marble  colmna. 

Condition 


The  Casino  Building  is  well-maintained  and  poesesaes  a  high  degree  of  historic  inCe*^ 
grity;  a  new  air  conditioning  and  heating  system  was  installed  In  19S4  with  alniaal 
effect  on  historic  fabric.  The  Park  is  administered  according  to  a  1977  .sasCer  plan 
that  calls  for  preservation  of  its  historic  landscape  features ,5 


Footnotes 

iThe  bulk  of  this  description  is  an  edited  version  of  the  relevant  parts  of  the 
Casino-Congress  Fark^Circular  Street  Historic  District  nomination  to  the  Hational 
Register  of  Historic  Places  prepared  by  Cornelia  Brooke,  of  the  New  York  State 
Historic  Trust,  in  1972*  The  description  of  the  Park  has  been  refined  with  data 
from  the  master  plan  referenced  in  Ivote  5  below* 

^LA  Partnership,  "A  Conservation  Report  for  the  Katrina  Traak  Stairtray"  (Saratoga 
Springs,  New  York,  1985)* 


736 


1130 


United  States  Department  of  the  Interior 
National  Park  Senrioe 

National  Register  of  Historic  Piaees 
Inventory — Nomination  Form 


Continuatidn  sheM 


Item  numb^ 


fage  4 


3-Structural  Report  of  the  Canfield  Casino,  Congress  Park,"  by  the  Office  of  City 
Engineer,  Saratoga  Springs,  n*d. 


•The  Canfield 


^Office  of    Commissioner    of    Public    Works ,    City   of    Saratoga  Springs. 
Casino"  (November  6,  1985),  p,  2. 

^Leaver,  Anthony,  Gerow,  and  Associates,  '^Historic  Congress  Park  Master  Plan  Report 
(Saratoga  Springe,  New  York,  1977), 
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The  internaCioQal  fame  of  SaraCDga  Springs— the  "Queen  q£  the  Spas"  as  a  health 
resort  and  gambling  canter  stasmed  primarily  from  two  Imporcant  sites i  the  Congress 
Spring  and  the  Canfield  Caglno,  both  In  Congreas  Park,  These  sites  are  Intimately 
assQoiated  with  the  most  important  figures  in  t^he  city's  history:  Gideon  Putnam ^  Its 
founder;  Dr.  John  Clarke »  the  populariser  of  Saratoga  water |  and  John  Morrlgsey  and 
Rlohard  Canfield  ^  the  two  gubllng  Impres&rlos  who  turned  Saratoga  Springs  into 
Aaeriea's  Monte  Carlo*  The  fashionable  and  wealthy  floGked  to  the  city  and  made  it 
for  a  time  America's  most  renowned  resort # 

Throughout  Saratoga's  existence  as  a  eomunity  there  has  been  a  tension  between  Its 
appeal  as  a  place  for  tranquil  restoration  of  health  and  mental  well-being  through 
the  "water  cure"  and  the  desire  for  indulgence  in  gambling  and  other  fleshly  pleas^ 
urea.  These  two  sites  are  Saratoga's  epicenter  and  reflect  both  these  contrasting ^ 
and  sometimes  confllctlngs  aspects  of  her  history.  Because  Saratoga's  great  hotels 
of  the  19th  century  have  all  been  demolished  p  the  Casino  and  Congress  Park  are  the 
most  apt  reminders  of  the  city's  apogee  as  a  national  resort. 

History^ 

Congress  Spring  was  so  named  after  it  was  visited  in  1792  by  a  group  of  adventurers 
including  two  Congressmen^  from  whom  Its  name  derived,  Gideon  Putnam,  In  1803 » 
bought  an  acre  of  ground  around  the  springy  then  situated  in  a  swampy  tracts  and 
erected  Union  Hall  Hotel,  In  1805*  after  purchasing  an  additional  130  acres,  he  laid 
out  the  toim  of  Saratoga  Springs  around  Ms  spring.  He  was  so  successful  that  he 
enlarged  the  hotel  twice.  He  died  In  1812  while  supervising  work  on  another  hotels 
Congress  Hall  (on  the  present  library  site) * 

Early  In  the  19th  century ,  Saratoga  endured  fierce  competition  with  nearby  Ballston 
Spa,  as  well  as  mineral  springs  In  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia*  Partially  because  the 
town  had  what  was  probably  the  first  temperance  society  in  toerica,  gambling,  dancing, 
and  alcohol  were  proscribed  until  around  1820*  The  gradual  relaxation  of  these  bans 
drew  a  more  varied  clientele  to  the  city.  Hotels  were  expanded  and  new  ones  added, 
Dr,  Joto  Clarke,  of  New  York  Gltyg  who  had  been  the  proprietor  of  that  city's  first 
"soda  fountain,"  moved  to  Saratoga  in  the  mid^l820Sj  purchased  the  Congress  Spring 
site,  and  erected  a  residence  across  the  street.  He  began  bottling  Saratoga  water 
and  promoted  Its  use  to  great  effect.  His  promotional  efforts  were  aided  by  the 
discovery  of  iodine  in  the  water,  Clarke  also  improved  the  spring  site,  laying  out 
the  lawn  in  basically  its  present  crescent  shape,  and  installing  drains  to  reclaim 
the  swamp^like  land . 
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Saratoga  thereafter  quickly  became  one  of  the  nation's  premier  resorts ^  its  popular- 
ity reflected  in  the  phrase  "Saratoga  trunk,"  It  was  particularly  favored  by 
Southern  aristocrats  before  the  Civil  War,  The  completion  of  railroads  to  the  city 
made  it  convenient  of  access, 

Saratoga  entered  exciting  days  when  gambling  began  to  thrive  in  the  1860s.  In 
1863,  retired  heavyweight  boxing  champion  (1853-57)  John  Morrissey  established 
residence  in  Saratoga  and  opened  a  racetrack ,  which  proved  so  successful  he  opened 
a  second  the  following  year*  In  1866,  when  he  built  the  main  part  of  the  present 
Casino,  on  a  tract  adjacent  to  Congress  Spring  Park,  he  won  election  to  Congress 
as  a  Democrat  representing  New  York  City,  Morrissey  was  well  connected  in  other 
ways  as  well.  Commodore  Cornelius  Vanderbllt ,  William  R,  Travers ,  Jay  Gould,  and 
Leonard  Jerome  were  among  his  associates  in  racing  and  became  part  of  the  wealthy 
and  fashionable  crowd  that  patronized  the  Casino  and  the  tracks, 

Morrissey  thrived  as  the  proprietor  of  the  Casino  and  added  to  the  community 
attractions  for  the  gamlng^minded  by  organizing  great  boat  races  on  Saratoga  Lake, 
After  his  death  In  1878,  two  other  New  York  gambling  figures  took  over  management 
of  the  Casino, 

Gambling  at  Saratoga  was  relatively  refined  and  honest  under  Morrissey  and  his 
successors.  This  tradition  continued  under  Richard  Canfield  ("The  Prince  of 
Gamblers"),  who  purchased  the  Casino  in  1894*  Canfield  enlarged  the  Casino,  later 
added  n  formal  garden  on  adjacent  land,  and  made  It  an  even  more  opulent  and 
sumptuous  environment  for  wealthy  sporting  gentlemen  and  their  ladies*  It  featured 
haute  cuisine  and  fine  furnishings,  and  guests  wore  formal  attire* 

Canfield  had  grandiose  schemes  and  a  successful  flair.  The  monumental  dining  hall, 
designed  by  Clarence  Luce,  and  the  kitchen  extension  were  built  in  1903 s  and  some  of 
the  biggest  games  in  gambling  history  were  played  under  the  roof  of  Canfield' s 
Casino,  The  Casino  Is  a  chapter  in  the  nation's  social  history*  Here  mingled, 
dined,  and  gambled  the  paradoxical  and  yet  eminently  compatible  combination  of 
members  of  the  socially  prominent  families,  such  as  Whitneys Vanderbllts ,  Morgans i 
flMboyant  gambling  personalities,  such  s  "Bet-a»milllon"  Gates  and  Diamond  Jlm_ 
Brady I  and  prominent  figures  of  the  entet raining  world,  such  as  Lillian  Russell  and 
Florenz  Zlegfeld, 

Canfield' s  era,  generally  regarded  as  Saratoga's  golden  age,  came  to  an  end  In  a 
tide  of  anti-gambling  sentiment  in  the  State,  Canfield  retired  In  1907  and  sold 
the  Casino  and  its  grounds  to  the  city  in  1911*  Legislation  (the  Pure  Food  and 
Drug  Act) ,  meanwhile ,  had  a  negative  effect  on  the  sale  and  use  of  Saratoga  waters* 
In  1912,  the  city  bought  Congress  Spring  Park  and  demolished  the  Congress  Hall 
Hotel  and  Bottling  plant*  The  Casino  and  Congress  Park,  Joined  as  a  public  park  in 
1913,  have  remained  In  the  city's  ownership  since  that  time* 


739 

1133 


Uiilt#d  States  Departmant  of  the  Interior 
National  Park  Sdrviae 


National  Ragister  af  Histarie  Places 
lrivantory----Noniinatiori  Form 


Continuatldn  shMt 


Item  numbtf 


a 


3 


The  grounds  of  Congress  Spring  Park  Wferp  well  known ,  with  Grecian  pavilions  over 
the  springs i  fountains^  pools »  flower  beds,  gravelled  walks,  a  bandstand ,  and  a 
deer  lodge.  Prominent  landscape  architects,  including  Frederick  Law  Olmsted  and 
Jacob  Weidenmann  in  1876  and  Charles  Leavitt  and  Henry  Bacon  in  1914,  contributed  to 
the  development  of  the  park. 


iThia  historical  account  is  a  sumaary  of  information  appearing  in  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places  nomination  form  referenced  in  Note  1  of  the  Description; 
Jeffrey  Limerick  et^  3^*9  America's  Grand  Resort  Hotels  (New  Yorks  Random  House, 
1979),  pp.  23^27,  35^41;  George  Waller,  Saratoga,  Saga  of  an  Impious  Era  (Englewood 
Cliffs,  New  Jersey:  Prentice^Hall ,  1967),  passimi  and  Evelyn  Barrett  Britten, 
Chronicles  of  Saratoga  (Saratoga  Sprin.^s ,  New  York:  privately  printed,  1959),  pp- 
48-88 1  270-280;  485-488* 
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The  evaluated  signlfleance  of  this  property  within  the  itate  isi 
^ — national   state  loeal 


^^j^®  ^®^'ir>^^®^         Historic  Preservation  Officer  for  the  National  Historic  Preservallan  Act  of  1ii6  (Public  Law  89- 
§65),  i  hereby  nominate  this  property  for  incluilon  in  the  National  Register  and  certify  that  it  has  been  evaluated 
according  to  the  criteria  and  procedures  set  forth  by  the  National  Park  Service. 
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yarbal  Boundary 

The  proposed  area  Is  boundad  by  a  Una  running  on  tha  north  along  Spring  Street  ^  on 
tha  aast  along  Circular  Street  to  its  interaecttlon  with  Park  Place ,  than  ganarally 
northwast  along  tha  ridgelina  of  tha  300'  contour  (which  forms  tha  rear  lot  linaa 
of  othar  lots  on  tha  block)  to  its  Intersection  with  Broadway  some  200'  south  of 
Union  Avanuei  than  north  along  Broadway  to  the  point  of  baglnning. 

Tha  anclosed  area  is  the  tract  administered  by  the  city  as  Congress  Park  since 
1911  • 
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The  Saratoga  Sp—a  State  Park  is  loeated  in  the  foothills  af 
the  Adirondaok  Hounteains  In  the  city  ©f  Saratoga  Spplngs,  New 
y©Fk.     The  park  lles^  south  of  the  densely  developed  elty  center 
and  north  of  the  Kajr^aderosseras  Greek  whloh  defines  the  city's 
southern  boundary.       U.  S.  Route  9p  a  major  north-south  corridor 
through  the  states  r-unm  through  the  eastern  edge  of  the  park  and 
New  York  State  Routft ^  50,   running  southwest  from  Saratoga  Springs 
to  the  oounty  seat  a       Ballston  Spa,  runs  along  the  western  side. 
The  park  today  totaL    m  approximately  2000  acres,  of  which  970  are 
included  in  the  pres    #nt  nomination*     The  nofflination  encompasses  an 
Irregular  triangle  &*^ounded  generally  by  Route  50  on  the  northwest, 
Route  9  on  the  east,      and  the  park  road  known  as  East  and  West 
Roads  on  the  south.        The  boundary  is  drawn  to  Include  only  that 
area  which  was  owned      by  the  state  in  193^  at  the  peak  of  the 
park's  period  of  hls^^orio  significance.     Since  that  time  additional 
soreage  has  been  inaliuded  in  the  park,  including  lands  to  the  east 
of  Route  9i  west  of  ESoute  50  and  southward  to  Kayaderosseras 
Creek,     These  addltiw^nal  lands  are  undeveloped  for  the  most  part 
and  excluded  from  th^  nomination*     In  the  historic  portion  of  the 
park  are  two  major  iDitruslons,  the  Saratoga  Performing  Arts  Center 
amphitheatre  and  its      parking  lot  on  the  west  side  of  the  park,  and 
the  Peerless  Pool  oo^aplex,  near  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
nominated  property*       Also  scattered  throughout  the  park  are 
nuraer.^ijs  nan-hts^.ai'l^^  r&m¥,%x^mn        iB#;%d^rn  picnic  shelters ,  comfort 
stations,  parking  lo'Ws,  a  dormitory,  the  modern  9-hole  /tolf 
course,  and  non^hlst^orlo  portions  of  the  original  18*hole  golf 
course*     There  are  contributing  historic  features  of  the  park 

including  19  buildings  (11  primary  buildings,  6  aecondary  bullr- 
ings, and  two  orlglwial  picnic  shelters),  8  objects  (public 
drinking  fountains),      and  17  structures  (11  pump  hauseSp  2  geysers, 
and  4  land#3ape  feati^resi  the  Avenue  of  Pines,  the  reflecting 
pool,  the  ortglnal  9^— hole  golf  oourse,  and  the  tree  farm).  Many 
miles  of  roads  and  p^athways ,  groves  of  mature  deoiduous  and  pine 
trees,  and  other  pliKit^lngs  comprise  the  historic  park  setting. 
With  the  exception  o»  the  Individually  slgniflaant  ca.  1835 
Patrlck*Latour  Farm,      the  historic  features  of  the  park  date  from 
the  early  years  of  tfcae  state  reservation,  ca*     1910,  through  the 
end  of  the  Spa  devel^spment ,  ca.   1935.     Extensive  development  of 
the  park  In  the  1960^  included  expansion  of  the  existing  golf 
course  to  eighteen  hCDleai     upgrading  of  roadwaysi  installation  of 
nunerous  picnic  area^^p  most  with  large  shelters  and  comfort 
statlonsi  and  constri^aetlon  of  a  new  9*hole  golf  course,  the  Peer^- 
less  Pool  complex,  lead  SPAC.     These  modern  additions  were  loeated 
on  the  fringes  of  th^^  previously  developed  area  for  the  rrost  part, 
were  planned  with  sensitivity  to  the  historic  buildings,  landscape 
plan,  and  mood  of  th^^  park,  and  do  not  detract  from  its  historic 
character.     With  few      exaeptlons,  the  buildings  and  landscape 
retain  exceptional  iMtegrlty  of  their  original  design  and  feeling* 
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The  park  aona^sts  of  three  primary  areast  here  identified  as 
^irioolri  Parkp  G§y$mmr  Creek,  and  the  Spa  oooplex,  eaoh 
distinguished  by  topograiphy  and  history  of  d^velopnant.  In 

^he  northeast  Qoirnmmr  of  the  park,  on  the  f  lat  plain  that  borders 
WtS,  Route  9,         a      cluster  of  buildings  whleh  form  the  eore  of 
HRihat  was  orlginallaf  known  as  Llneoln  Park.     The  northernmost  of 
rthe  park's  sajor  b&iildlngs,  Washington  Bathhouse,  was  originally 
^uilt  as  a  earbQulra  gas  plant  oa.  1903,  but  in  1918-20  was  eon- 
^iVirtid  for  use  aa         bathhouse  by  the  offiee  of  the  New  York  State 
^rohitect,  Lewis  Pilaher.  Its  half-timber  and  sty^eo  exterior 

^nd  sprawling  plan      ref  leot  the  ealeetleiso  of  oontemporary  ar- 
^hiteetural  fasbia=j  and  the  influenee  of  the  Arts  and  Crafts  move-' 
mment  on  park  dastga  at  this  period.     Direotly  to  the  south  is  the 
n^lnooln  Bathhouse^     itouilt  in  1928-30  to  replaae  an  earlier 
toathhouse  that  buried*     A  fflonumantai  oast  stone  building,  it  was 
«^hi  first  building      in  the  park  to  exhibit  the  formal  NeoelasslQal 
design  whleh  ehari^terlied  later  park  arehlteeture.  Surrounding 
teh©  Llnooln  Baths  ^mrm  a  greenhouse  shed  and  eight  pumphouses,  in- 
cluding two  on  the      east  side  of  Route  9  on  an  otherwise  un- 
^evelaped  parqel  af"  the  nominated  property.     The  pump  houses  are 
Sfflili  squarish  fra^^e  buildings  set  on  conerete  slab  foundations 
i^ovirtd  in  styoeo  b^ut  otherwise  unornamented ,  To  the  rear  are  the 
Cdffliar  laundry  buU_dlng  and  power  house,  both  exhibiting  the  same 
/  taalf-timber  and  stiaBeao  exterior  finish  as  the  Washington  Baths* 

On  the  westerM   edge  of  the  park  lies  the  area  formerly  known 
MS  Geyser  Park.     H^re  in  the  piaturesque  dells  and  wooded  ravines 
f^orraed  along  Geyser —  Brook  (formerly  known  as  Coesa  Creek)  and  its 
tributaries  are  foisnd  many  of  the  mineral  springs  for  whleh 
^aratTfa  is  famous-        Broad  trails  and  narrow  paths  run  alongside 
t^he  ereek  and  throitagh  the  woods.  Joining  the  springs  and  many  pia- 
fiale  areas  to  fche  Sp-*a  Complex.  Primary  aaaess  to  this  area  is  via  a 
L^oop  road,  aalled  P-lenie  Lane  on  the  park  map,  whleh  ineorporates 
portions  of  roads  a   nd  bridle  paths  from  the  1J35  plan.  In  the 
1    96QS|  several  larg  :e  pienla  areas  were  aonstruated  off  this  roadi 
B»©it  have  large  ope   n  shelters,  brlek  eomfort  stations,  barbeaue 
P-lts,  and  grassy  re   creation  fields.  Another  1960s  addition  to  this 
a  iraa  Is  the  hug#  pe   erless  Fool  eomplex,  on  West  Road  west  of 
6  mYBBf  Brook.     Thes*«  modern  features  are  numerieally  dominant  In 
t  Ills  area  I  but  mfm     loaated  in  previously  undeveloped  spaaes  in 

uch  a  way  that  ther3^  do  not  detraat  from  the  historia  feeling  of 
t  fie  Geyser  Bfoek  ar*^a.     Historio  features  in  this  area  inelude  six 
n  Ineral  water  fountains,  three  pump    houses,  a  geyser  known  as  the 
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Island  Spouter^  two     of  the  Qriglnal  ea.   1915  pienle  shelters,  and 
many  plotureiqiif  trails,  walks,  ind  drlvea.     Most  of  the  publla 
fountains  arMonstr^uQtad  of  rook^faoed  ashlar,  as  are  many  other 
landscape  featyrts  X.n  the  area,  sueh  as  oulverts  and  wallst  The 
Hithorn  fountain  Is     an  ornately  aarved  stone  font,  proteated  by  a 
simple  modarn  shilt^ r .     The  pump  houses  are  simple  squarish  buil- 
dings like  fchosi  In     Lincoln  Park  but  different  In  exterior 
detailing^  ThiOrenda  pump  house  is  aonstructed  of  rubble  stone, 
the  Hathorn  pufflp  hoiLaae  is  sheathed  In  wood  shingles,  and  the  Coesa 
pump  house  feitures     half  "timbering  similar  to  the  Washington 
Bathhouse.     The  two     picnic  shelters  are  small  open  pavilions, 
their  hip  roofs  supported  by  triplets  of  square  timbers  Joined  and 
bracketed  irxamann&r  suggestive  of  the  Prairie  Stylt.     This  sec- 
tion of  the  pirk  la     dominated  by  the  rugged  landscape  into  which 
structures  tofm6  o£^    natural  materials  have  been  inserted  with 
sensitivity.  Thi  tr^alls  are  laid  out  in  gentle  grades  and  are 
lined  with  bowirlng     pine  trees.     Dense  forests  of  mature 
coniferous  and  dt ciS  uous  trees  cover  the  steeper  hillsides. 

Betweeri  Linaolrm    and  Geyser  Parks,   In  the  center  of  the  park, 
is  the  area  nanid  h^re  the  Spa  Complex.     Laid  out  on  a  broad 
plateau  is  the  formH      geometric  landscape  designed  by  landsoape 
architect  A.  H,  Brln»  icerhof  f  and  the  large  Georgian  Revival  style 
Spa  structures  whlcte_    were  the  oenterpleoe  of  the  1930s  develop- 
ment. The  forflial  des^±gn  is  based  upon  a  oruolform  plan  in  which  a 
broad  north^south  m*  11  lined  with  monumental  buildings  Is  crossed 
at  right  anglis  by         narrower  mall  and  farther  north  by  an 
east^west  roid*   the-     reotlllnear  pathways,  regimented  plantings 
and  Georgian  RivlvaL     style  buildings  were  designed  to  draw  the  eye 
along  formal  vistas,      aulminatlng  in  elegant  buildings  and  serene 
landscapes.    Iha  tw^     most  prominent  buildings,  the  Hall  of  Springs 
and  the  Simon  Barua^     Research  Institute  (now  the  Administration 
Building)  feiture  br  ^ad  portlcoed  facades  facing  one  another 
across  i  squiri  seat  ion  of  the  grassy  mall  with  a  square  reflec- 
ting pool  in  thi  cen  ^er-   Round-arched  arcades  extend  outward  from 
these  buildlnis,  the  %r  rectilinear  arms  serving  to  define  the  cen- 
tral square  further.      Similar  arcades  reach  northward  from  the  two 
buildings  dlraotly  t«  the  south,  Roosevelt  Bathhouses  I  and  II, 
the  more  modest  port  icoes  of  which  mirror  eaah  other  across  the 
mall .     Looking  nerth     along  this  mall,  the  eye  is  drawn  to  the 
entrance  of  the  Avert mje  of  Pines,  a  mile-long  roadway  lined  with 
towering  plnetriesi      leading  northeastward  toward  Llnaoln  Park. 
Looking  southj  one  s^ees  the  meadow  and  mature  forest  which  lie 
south  of  the  plateau  •   The  east-west  mall  crosses  the  north-south 
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ixis  narth  of  tilt  Roosevtlt  BathSt     The  eastward  view  from  thm 
orosslng  ©nds  In  the  Vlatorla  Pool,  a  quadrangle  of  snail  bull' 
dings  Joined  at  the  oorners  by  enolosed  aroades,  surrounding  a  45* 
X  1D5»  swlfflnlng  pool*     With  their  red  brlak  and  lloestone  trln, 
eoluraned  portlaoes,  and  round*arohed  openlngSy  the  four  buildings 
of  Vletorla  Peal  are  variations  In  miniature  on  the  grand  Georgian 
Revival  buildings  on  the  mall*     North  of  the  pool  aeross  a  long 
greansward  Is  the  Gideon  Putnam  Hotel p  surrounded  by  a  large  grove 
of  mature  pine  and  deciduous  trees*     A  large  but  graoeful  brlok 
building  with  a  three-story  piazza  an  Its  drive  front  and  a 
terraee  an  the  garden  front,  the  hotel  has  the  look  of  a  country 
estate  of  the  period.     Its  symmetry  and  elegance  have  been 
somewhat  compromised  by  a  series  of  additions  on  the  ends  and 
garden  side*     The  hotel  Is  situated  along  the  east-west  road 
historically  known  as  Harrln  Avenue.     The  road  originally  ran  east 
to  Rout^  9  but  now  ends  at  the  golf  oourse,  originally  nine  holes, 
but  expanded  to  a  full  eighteen  holes  In  1962.     Northeast  of  the 
hotel  are  the  stuecoed  one^story  hotel  garage  of  ea,  1935  and  a 
non-contrlbutlng  stuccoed  building  constructed  In  the  19f0s  for 
hotel  staff  houalng*     On  the  same  road,  west  of  the  north-south 
mall,  lies  the  Bottling  Plant-  another  large  Georgian  Revival 
style  brick  building  featuring  large  multl-paned  round-arched  win- 
dows.    All  seven  major  buildings  of  the  Spa  Complex  are  large 
struetures  of  red  brick  aocented  with  limestone  and  exhibiting 
suoh  oharacterlstlQ  features  of  the  Georgian  Revival  style  as  hip- 
ped and  gable  roofs,  beltcourses,  quolnlng,  flat-arehed  lintels 
with  enlarged  keystones,  columned  portlooes,  and  round-arohed  ar- 
sades  and  openings. 

South  of  the  Bottling  Plant  and  west  of  the  Hall  of  Springs 
is  the  Saratoga  Performing  Arts  Center  amphitheatre,  a  steel  and 
eonerete  structure  seating  5100  under  shelter  and  thousands  more 
on  the  sloping  lawn.     Construeted  in  1966,  SPAC,  its  box  office, 
and  its  parking  lots  to  the  west  and  south  are  major 
non-contributing  features  In  the  historic  park.  The  primary 
entrance  to  the  SPAC  grounds  Is  via  a  steel  and  concrete  bridge 
which  crosses  a  gorg©  in  Geyser  Brook.     Other  openings  In  the  high 
iron  fence  which  separates  the  SPAC  grounds  from  the  rest  of  the 
park  are  located  near  the  Hall  of  Springs,  whose  rear  facade  opens 
onto  SPAC  grounds.  The  Brlnckerhoff  plan  of  193M  called  for  an  am- 
phithestre  to  be  located  at  the  end  of  the  western  axis  at  the  ap- 
proximate location  of  SPAC,  but  oriented  slightly  differently  than 
the  present  structure.     That  plan  also  envisioned  southward 
development  of  the  Spa  Complex  in  additional  wings  of  the 
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Roosevelt  Biths  that  wara  never  eonatrueted* 

The  park  Ineludea  three  additional  hlstorlo  features  whloh  do 
not  elearly  relate  to  the  three  areas  deseribed  above.  The 
Patrlok-Latour  Farmhouse  (ea*   1835),  located  In  the  golf  oourse 
near  the  southeastern  oorner  of  the  noralnated  property,   is  an  ex- 
eellent  example  of  vernaeular  Greek  Revival  style  residential  ar- 
ahlte^iture*     A  single-story  frame  building  exhibiting  sueh  eharae- 
terlstld  features  of  the  Greek  Revival  style  as  corner  pilasters, 
wide  frleie  pieraed  by  eyebrow  windows,  entablature  returns  In  the 
gable  ends,  and  trabeated  doorway,   It  was  originally  a  five-bay 
oentral-entry  strueture  with  rear  wing.     A  three-bay  wing  with 
Greek  Revival  detailing  was  added  to  the  west  end,  probably  before 
the  Civil  War*     Later  in  the  nineteenth  century,  shed-roofed 
porehes  with  spool  screens  were  added  to  the  entries  and  rear  wing 
Purehased  by  the  state  In  1928  with  the  surrounding  150  acres,  the 
property  represents  the  type  of  farmstead  that  has  dominated  the 
eounty's  rural  eoonomy  for  two  oenturies  or  more  and  the  farmhouse 
is  a  excellent  representative  example  of  a  regional  building  type* 
It  is  the  only  structure  In  the  park  that  predates  the  popularity 
of  Saratoga's  Springs, 

The  trolley  barn.   Just  north  of  the  bottltng  plant,  relates 
physically  to  the  spa  complex,  but  dates  from  the  early  years  of 
the  State  Reservation*     A  large  rectangular  brick  building  with  a 
broad-eaved  hipped  roof  supported  by  wooden  brackets,   it  is 
representative  of  rural  passenger  depots  of  the  period.  Con- 
struetad  ca.   1910  as  part  of  the  Inter-urban  rail  linkage  between 
Albany  and  Saratoga  Springs,   It  would  have  served  the  considerable 
numbers  of  day  visitors  to  the  Geyser  Creek  area  in  the  early 
yeara  of  the  State  Reservation* 

The  tree  farm,   a  155-acre  area  on  the  east  side  of  the  park 
has  been  a  feature  of  the  park  landscape  since  the  1930s*   Laid  out 
in  a  simple  and  functional  grid  pattern.   It  has  little  visual  In- 
terest, but  its  presence  reflects  the  concern  for  conservation  em- 
bodied In  the  establishment  and  development  of  the  park, 

A  detailed  descriptive  list  of  park  features  follows! 
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Building  Naaie      Hap  Photo  Arehitect  Date  DesGrlptlon 
Llneoln  Park 

Hishington  Bathhouse  1    2,3    HIS  Areh,,  1903,   This  building  sooiblnis  slraple  Glassisal  detailing  with  the  natural 

L.W.Pikher  rehab  latirlils  and  low  profili  fivorid  by  the  Arts  and  Srifts  mviiint* 
1918-20  It  is  a  larie,  singli'^story,  gable^reofid,  H-ihapid  structure.  The 
eiftirlor  fibrie  is  of  relnforcid  conQretif  hilf-tliberlng  and  ituceo 
ovir  wire  mish  and  a  patterned  slite  mt.  The  plan  feitures  a  oen- 
tral  117  X  36'  (21  bay)  section  with  flanking  ll^l  k  36'  wings  which 
partially  enelosi  spaee  on  two  ilivitions,  On  the  east  ilevation 
thise  wings  end  In  large  hip-roof ed  colonaded  pergolas,  which  eabrace 
the  Gourtyird  of  the  building's  pfinelpil  intryHay,  This  entrance  Is 
sheltered  by  an  extended  eive  supportid  by  ^orlc  ooluins  creatlni  a 
wide  porohi  abovi  which  is  a  shed  dorffltri  Thi  oorrespendini  wast 
elevation  is  characterized  by  a  projecting  half-tiibered  gable  end 
ovir  a  siffli'dlrcular  ilizid  solarluB,  On  the  Interior  there  is  a 
central  1  1/i  story  reception  rooei  or  lobby  with  neo-Classlcal 
details  in  Ionic  coluns,  pilasters  ind  denticulate  entablaturiSi 
2  The  original  breatinent  rooM  have  been  altera!  on  the  interior. 

Lincoln  Baths       2     1     NYS  Arch.,  1928-30  k  large,  2-storyj  flat-roofed  bullding|  the  Lincoln  Bathhouse  is  the 

iost  fully  developed  eKenple  of  Beau^  Arts  (ieoclassiclsi  in  the 
park,  Crafted  in  stucco p  cast  stone,  tern  eetta,  and  isarble  it  fea- 
tures i  symetrlcal  floor  plan  of  a  eentril  hill  with  3  projeetlng  2 
story  wings  on  each  side  3  bays  wide,  These  wings  are  connected  by 
glazed  arcides  to  enclose  k  interior  eourtyirdSt  Esterior  fiitures 
include  concrete  foundations,  water  tables,  belt  courses  and  ^r- 
nices  of  cast  stone,  and  netal  frmed  windows,  The  principal  facade 
is  articulated  by  a  colossal  oentral  portico  franed  by  wings  which 
end  in  pilastered  pavilions  with  wide  entablatures.  The  entry 
pavilion  projiets  wtward  in  a  colossal  portico  foraied  of  4  Ten- 
neisee  narble  colunns  with  foliated  capitals  supporting  a  wide  en* 
tablature  with  the  Inscription  "LlSCOy  BATHS".  Above  the  en- 
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tiblatupe  is  a  pirapst  Mall  whleh  inelpdlis  thi  building,  Hountid 
on  thi  psfipit  ibovi  thi  portleo  Is  a  pslisf  sculpture  of  thi  Niu 
York  Stati  Siil.  In  the  portico  is  paving  of  raBiti  and  nrble  with 
wmm  Iron  and  brass  ralUnp.  Opinini  frai  thi  etntral  entrinee 
into  i  lobby  an  thrii  wide  double  doopHiys  iiith  erniiiintil  leaded 
llass  pinels  and  fin-shipid  tfinssoB,  In  the  intrinee  lobby  an 
eashlers'  NindoHs  on  the  ri^t,  and  a  eheek  roos  en  the  left.  The 
lobby  is  finished  in  Ivory  tile  walnseottini,  Froi  this  level  3 
wide  stips  liad  to  a  saall  rotundi  with  skylight  and  pUery,  Hhich 
heusis  a  i|  sldid  iprlni  fountiin,  Leadini  to  thi  Hest  is  thi  em* 
tfil  hall  or  spine  of  the  building  Hhieh  opens  into  the  bith  ulngs 
and  thi  inttrlof  eeurtyards^  the  littir  throutfi  altlple  fnndh 
doors  with  fin-shaped  trimoiia,  The  buildlm  oriiinally  housed  m 
bathtubs  and  Dore  thin  m  dnsslni  rooas,  for  saai-priviti  bathinf, 
Soae  of  the  orl|lnil  equlpBunt  has  betn  maoved,  but  the  bathhousi 
"""■uia  to  bf  usid  suiBers, 


Ms  byilding  Is  i  T-shapid  (U  by  3  biys  with  a  ll-tey  wing), 
single-story  struetun.  It  feitures  stueeo  and  half-tiiiberlni  with 
three  |able-reoftd  pofchis  eitendini  avir  entrywayi  on  the 
prlneipal  (east)  elevation.  The  bulldini  Ineludis  large  overhead 
ganii  doors  and  praie  bays  with  eonofete  slab  floorsp  whieh 
presunably  post-date  I911O.  The  gable  roof  is  broken  by  iiltlple 
ventiiators. 

A  6  it  3  bay  Hood  fr^,  sinile-story  struetun  with  5 1 3  tay 
end  HingSi  Built  to  houie  oisslve  stean  boilers,  the  plant  has 
a  concrete  slab  lub-basefflent  floor.  The  eiterlor  is  stuoee  and 
half-tirtiring.  The  gable  roof  featuns  patterned  slate  and 
a  polychroisi  brick  chlniey  stack. 
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Griinhousi  Shed      5     6  1920-  This  building  is  i  1  x  2  bay,  single-story,  hlp-reofid  sirvice 

1930  strueture  whleh  was  attached  to  a  long,  sln|le»story 

green  housi  (nsw  In  ruins),  The  building  his  6/6  paned  windows 
and  a  Nood  paneled  eittirior  door, 

LinGOln  PuBp  Houses  A-H   7  1920-  The  8  puaip  houses  ire  1  it  2  bay,  14  %  20  singll  story  stueeoid 

'  1930  utility  strueturis,  Some  ire  hip-roofed;  sone  are  |able-reofed, 

All  have  soie  forn  of  shuttered  skylight.  Several  have  original 
punping  equipnent;  most  have  exterior  drainage  pipes  which  allow 
public  access  to  the  spring  water  at  the  punphouse,  6/6  windows 
light  interiors;  access  is  through  double-leafed  w^  or  steel 
doors  on  one  gable  end, 

^  Llneoln  Fountiln     6  e,1915  Typleal  of  the  earliest  fountains  In  the  park,  thia  fountain  Is 

^  a  sculpted  round  [garble  font  set  on  a  eoluiur  stone  pedestal, 


Landscape  Features 

Avenue  of  Pires      7  NlfS  Arch.    e.1925  Begun  In  the  1920s,  this  aile-long  avenue  is  bordered  by 

ranks  of  tall,  straight  pine  trees.  The  avenue  originally 
ran  In  i  straight  line  southwest  fron  Houte  9  behind  the 
Vashington  and  Lincoln  fiathhouses,  but  m  rero^ited  south  of 
the  Lincoln  Bathhouse  in  the  1930s. 

Geyser  Creek  Area 

Orenda  Fuiv  House     8  c,1915  '^e  building  is  a  soall,  stone  rubble,  single-story,  rectangular 

struoture  with  a  shingled,  gable  roof.  On  the  east  gable  end  is 
located  the  Orenda  Spring  fountain,  A  heavy  wooden  door  gives 
access  to  the  Interior  on  the  west  gable  end, 
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Ficnie  Shelter  I  9 


Pienic  ahfltir  II  10  8 

Hayea  Fountain  It  9 

Island  Spouter  II  10 

^  Karlita  Fountain  13  lOd 

Polaris  Fountain  IK 

Ferndell  Fountiin  15 

Coeaa  Puip  house  16  11 
and  Oeifser 


Hathorn  feuntiln  17 


e.191S  Thia  iirly  pavilion  la  mil  and  aquare  Mith  a  hipped  reef,  kt 

-      ,*'"vy  tlisrs,  joined  it  top  and  bttsa  by 

^„  „j  w„-.„._.  ...  .    ^^^^^  shinilid 


e.1915  Idintleai  to  Pienle  Shiltip  I. 

e.1920  This  rietingular  fountain  is  crafted  of  rook-fased  ashlar 
like  ir/eral  others  in  the  pirki 
aurreunds  it. 

e.19IS  Thia  is  a  lan-ude  Island  ylth  a  ieysi 


0.1910  This  is  a  stip^shaped  reeta,plar  fountain  of  rook-faeed  yhlar. 
e.iP  liiis  is  a  squirlsh  fflyntain  ^  roek-faeed  ashlar. 
e.19ao  This  is  a  rmi  fountiin  of  reek'faeed  yhlar. 


e,1920  Thi  pui(  iroiJse  is  a  15 1 10' 


1,  stucQoed,  labli-poofed 


stpueturi  with  an  8 1 14'  prejicting  porch  en  the «  kivation. 
All  HlndoHS  ire  ihuttired.  Opiginally  desiped  with  1  drinkinj 
station  sheltered  by  the  porch,  this  Is  the  lost  deeoratiife 
of  the  pirk  pu^  houses.  Its  eiterior  datailins  i»  n\miu^^ 


Southeast  of  the  piap  house  is  1 
leyser  spouti  Coesa  spring  witer, 


in  vhich  a  nniade 


e.1915  pe  fountain  is  an  elaborately  carved  stone  font  set  on  a  stone 
tali.  A  peentrlbytini  hip-roofed  pivillon  and  brick  wall 
snilEir  11 • 
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Hathorn  Pup  Houai  IS 


Hen'eentributlng  Fiiturei 

Biritoia  Perferilni  W  1,M 
Arts  Center 

Large  Picnic  Pavilionii 
drenda  1-3  H 

Coluibla  H 


3  Failly  Flenlc  Pi 

Hathorn  M 

Cofii  H  1-3 

Carlsbad  H 


The  structure  is  a  10 )( 10',  1  k  1  bay,  singli-itory,  wood  franiid 
-30  strueturi  on  a  concrete  slab  foundation.  It  his  a  shinglid  gable 
roof  Hith  a  gablproofid  raonitor.  Thi  axtarlor  is  shingled. 


1966    This  5100»seat  iBpl;' theatre  of  steiJ  and  concrete  is  set  in  the 
nitural  declivity  foraed  along  Geyser  Creek. 


1960s  The  picnic  pavilions  art  large  open  structures  of  Hood  and  steel 
1960g  with  low-pitohid  gable  roofs  supported  by  splayed 

legs  of  steel-riinforced  tlfflbers,  The  large  group  pavlliens 
shelter  conereti  and  brick  eofflfort  stitions  it  one  end.  The 
iiailer  faiily  pivilioni  have  brick  and  concrete  cenifort  stations 
nearby.  The  picnic  areas  also  feature  ithlitlc  fields,  fire- 
places  or  birbeeue  pits,  and  picnic  tables. 


1960g 
1960s 
19603 


CoGifort  Stitions: 
Ferndtll  H 
Geysif  H 

Peirliss  Pool  Conpltx  1-9  I-^l 


1960s 
1960s 


1960s  This  large  swlniilni  copleit  inQludes  a  large  single-story  bithhouse 
of  brick  and  concrete,  a  wading  pool,  a  diving  pool  and  an 
an  Olyopie-slze  swimlng  pool. 


lei 


Siion  Baruch       19  12,13,  J.H.Freedlander*    A  nesslve,  2  1/1  story,  160  x  IS?*,  H-shaped,  Georgian  Hevlval  style, 
Research  Institute      14  193^-34  brick  nasonry  structure,  the  Slnidn  Baruch  Research  Institute  was 
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tolgnid  to  hoyse  ill  adininistritlon  and  risiareh  faallitleg  of  thi 
•In  collaboration  with!  n  !f  ^  ^^^^  ^  a  ^7'<-8Mt 

projec  ini  3  v3  toy  mi^tH  rings  m  t)MU,i 
torrel-viulted  ircades,  loth  eait  and  m  todes  feature  de«  nur- 
tlo«M  «f  fluted  llmtm  Dorlo  «I»  supporting  S  ride 
entab  ature,  dtntleulattd  oornlM  and  pedtat  with  IcSl  " 

MNO  Iffl,  BeMnd  ths  Doric  coluu  of  ttie  teqile  fponta  are 
™tlMt«l  pleri  mich  It  the  left  and  right  support  the  Htor, 
S         'f  "•osdei.  Other  features ' 

Hall  of  spring,     a   ,5,16       freedlander    tocuted  . 

193«-35  «!t  carefu  ,  et,  led  and  decorative  of  the  building,  of  the  Z 
U  e  e  Research  Institute  «hIob  It  faecs  across  the  lall, 


csgpiex. 


is  a  aubstint  al  Ntory,  H'shipid,  hip^roofed  Mry  building 
nif  ^'^^"^    ""^^tone;  oni  on  the  last  t 
f  Hall  of  Springs  md  one  on  thi  west  fioing  SMC."  EaQh  has 
ut  d  D  rie  oolums  supporting  i  plain  wide  sntiblature,  den- 
tieulited  corniee  and  pedlaent  with  soulpture  in  rilief.  Bshind  thi 

f  LI  r  f  fV^'  ^      sri  rustioited  pi    wh  ^ 
t  th  le  and  right  support  the  Ntory  barrel  vaults  whioh  lead 
nto  flank  ng  arcides  oharioteristlQ  of  the  ooniplex.  Other  features 
Inelude  rid  brick  raasonry,  ohisiled  lliestone  trln,  beU  oLSs! 
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,  '  '       keystdnes,'niahes  with  statiies,  and  rustloited  qyoinSi  On  the  north 
■elivatlon'  thyre  ii  another  entryway  chirietirizid  by  pink  nirbli 
founlalns  f linking  a  wide  intranoe  terrasei  Tht  intry  is  I  bays  widt 
between  two  projecting  gablrroofed  wingSi  It  conalsts  of 
doubli"liifid  doors  with  alternating  round-headed  and  triangular 
.pediiints,  Interior  features  Ineluds  i  lirgi,  long  (160'  3;  TO'), 
Ntory,  barrel  vaultid  hill  of  liraestoni  ashlar  and  Mrbli,  Hul- 
tipli'glaiid  frinoh  doors  with  leaded  fanlights  open  froi  thi  hall 
'  "        into  siniller  rieiption  rooms .  Thru  mssIvi  glass  and  silver  tiered 
ehandellers  illuiainate  the  spaci  and  hang  !m  olraulir  reeesses  in 
the  ooffered  eellings.  In  iaeh  end  of  the  hall  art  glazed  nezzanlnes 
eontiining  office  spaee.  The  MMininis  in  supportsd  by  Mnolithie 
larblt  oolums.  In  the  center  of  the  hall  were  three  fguntalns  from 
which  Gsysir,  Hathorn  and  Coesa  Spring  Waters  were  girvid  to  strol" 
ling  drinkirsi 

uj  ^  , 

loosevelt  Bathheuse  I  J.H.Freedlander     A  lirge  Georglin  Revlvil  style  building,  the  Boosivilt  Bathhouse  I  Is 

(west)  21    1?  IP    a  U-shaped,  V1/2  story,  hlp^rsofed  structure 

ditiiling,  It  fiiturts  I  hip-roofed  portico  with 
Doric  colunns  supporting  a  plain  intablaturi  and  ,denticula^^^ 
cornice.  Entrance  to  the  building  is  gained  through  three  bays  of 
double'liifid  doors.  The  doors  are  in  pedlEgentid  glazed  inolosuris 
with'  largi  transois  flanked  by  rusticited  lioestone  surrdunds 
flat  stone  pllistirs  supporting  a  aatohini  entablature.  Flat-arohid 
'  ircides  eistend  on  eich  side  of  the  entrance,  leading  into  flanking 

■        :  and  projacting  Rooan  arcadis.  The  north  arcade  ends  in  twin 

hlp-roofed  pavilions  with  garlanded  drun  flnials  of  liad-eoated  cop- 
per, Othar  fiaturis  Inoluda  diggratlvi  wrought  iron  railings, 
rusticated  stona  quoining,  bait  courses,  keystones,  Inscribed  stone 
placgues  and  relief  sculpture,  rodallionSi  Tha  roof  is  slita  on  the 
pavilion  and  lead^coated  copper  raiiad  sean  on  the  ircadast  Thire 
are  also  wrought  iron  han|lng  lantarns  and  chisaled  pink  Darble 
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on  pidasfcil  biies  in  thi  entranee  portico,  In  the  riir,  threi, 
doublpliaftd  pedlniintad  doori  provldi  access  to  the  mrm  eourtyard 
forwd  betwiin  the  l-story  bath  win|3,  The  Intirior  of  the  building' 
is  ahiraeterizid  by  i  large  central  lobby  Mith  vaylted  eiiling, 
pilasters,  origlnil  li|htlng  fixtures  including  a  large  central  brass 
and  cut  glass  chindeller,  and  original  lobby  furniture.  The  bithtubs 
and  ueh  of  the  original  equipniint  riDialn  In  use  in  ilO  aineral  witir 
bathing  rooiiis  and  8  resting  rooms. 

tevelt  Bathhouse  II  i.H.Freidlandir     iooaevilt  Bathhouse  11  is  Identical  Wrror^io«ge)  to  tavelt  I 

^^^^'35  ts  interiors  were  extensively  altered  under  fflanagenent  by  the 
Veterans  Adilnistration  (19I2-51)  and  subsequently  (after  I960) 
for  use  as  restoration  shop, 


ea  k  Lter'^   19  20  ''''"^'^^  Jhe  Victoria  Pool  1,  a  c^plex  of  four  Georgian  Revival  styh 
-      "  mmm  which,  with  their  connicting  R«Dan-irched 

brick  arcades  enclose  an  open-air  court  which  houses  wide  slate 
^  ttrriess  ind  the  pool  itsilf ,  Eaoh  of  the  enclosed  structures  is 

g  used  for  a  specific  function.  These  four  buildings  which  cofflprlse 

thi  whole  ire  as  followsi 

1i  The  adaisslon/Mneesslon  building,  a  9^  x  31'  single-story, 
brick  buiiaini  renlniscent  oniiTiFsononlan  campus-style  buil- 
dings, It  is  charietirlzid  by  i  pfojieting  eentral  pidiiiientid 
portico  of  1  1/1  stories,  3  bays  wide,  supported  by  four  Ionic 
colums  in  llinestone,  on  eieh  side  of  whieh  extend  ireides  of 
tan  brick  arches  which  terminite  in  square,  hip-roofed  pavilions 
at  the  northwest  and  southwist  cernirs  of  the  soniplsi!.  Dthir  ex- 
terior features  include  hanging  lanterns  of  glass  and  wrouflit 
iron.  The  gable  roof  of  the  pivilion  Is  sliti. 


2;The  Bath  House/locker  rooB.  an  80  i  69' ^  single-story,  brick 
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bBJildlng  with  stoni  exterior  trli  In  $  Clliari  Bevivil  stylii  It 
is  dhireotiriiid  by  twin  pedlnented  pfOjitlnl  t^Liiii  ^hleh  fase 
tttie  pool  on  the  south  elivition.  Tfti  wiip  iri  conniotid  by  a 
Ocric  portloo  of  thru  bays  with  i  fist  §t,  Tbg  raised  sean 
toot  of  the  pavilions  ire  lead-eoatid  ocpr,  On  each  side  of  thi 
it^rueturt  extend  brick  mmti  areidei  dlOfflin  irshes  which  end 
lei  hip^roofid  squari  pavilions  at  tHe  wSeit  in^  northtast  oor^ 
n^rs  of  thi  coflipliL  These  areadei  Ifltfipt  thasi  of  the 
arfffligsion/coneesslon  building  and  the  Ipsiura  it  thiie  eorntr 
PBvilions, 

3s  The  "gyi]inasiuiH"/golf  loeker  rooiiii  illt  W^  Htory  brick 
nasonry,  slite  gabli-roofid  pavnton  «Stl  i  projeotlni  pidlmintid 
iBble  end,  supportid  by  four  stoni  lQsic|llastrs  separating  3  bays 
off  brick  HoiMn  arches,  The  pediiDent  Mu  I  ftlock  face  and  faws  a 
corrssponding  pidiment  loross  the  peol  oiStii  eas-t  ilivatlon  of  the 
ianlssion/conoission  pavilion.  On  fach  tt  of  tJi  building  ire 
eonnicting  roofed  aroadis  which  incl  in  hlfrsofid  brlGk  pivlllons 
3  ttae  northiast  and  southeast  corniri  of  tlioMpleit,  ht  these  corner 

^  pavilions  the  ircades  intirsict  ireidea  fi  thi  |olf  house  and  the 

bath  house, 

^t  :  The  "golf  house",  an  80 1 32S  sinilg-ilory,  Irlek  nasonry 
bMllding  with  stoni  eitterior  trlia  in  i  QifEiin  Sevlval  style. 
Tlae  pavilion  is  eharacterlie  by  twin  pediitid  projeetlng  wlngi 
i(*lMieh  face  the  pool  on  thi  north  elevittoii  The  *plf  house"  is 
iLmllar  In  forin  to  the  "bith  housil"'  tHiiio  wlnis  ire  donnected 
Dp  a  Doric  portico  of  three  bays  with  i  fit  roof,  Thli  plana  is 
inclosid  with  win  nlsh  serins,  Areadesitind  on  lich  side  of 
ttae  pivlllon  to  hip^roofid  piviUons  at  I  southeast  and  south- 
west corners  of  thi  ccaipiiK. 
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four  nto-Oeoriiin  atyiiiWak  pivillons  with  their  een* 
nectlni  irjidis  ineloslfii  tbpl  forn  thi  oriiinil  Spi  ^ieria-. 
tlon  Unit,  Thi  interier  eenrlKasyns  ISO  %  220'  mi  ttife  pool  ii 
^5 1 105'.  The  pool  Is  imm  blui  filenoi  tfiPra  eotta  titlig 
and  is  llghtid  froo  Umm  liiitir,  Thi  watiP  is  hiitM  and 
purified  throu|h  a  eipeulif  i|iti-i  novilty  for  open-iir-  peoli 
at  the  tifflt  of  Iti  censtru^tiii 

Gldion  PutniB  Hotel  gH    2I,E2  H.T,Riyr)ol@s  1935  The  building  is  i  oBssivt  H  Hitory,  bridk,  H-ihiped,  ga  fili^reoM 

strueture,  dMinitid  b3f  i  l^ilif  plana  on  the  prlnelpH  dTaeidi, 
It  is  flanked  by  two  wings  iiliinf,  en  the  wist,  a  Htmy  addition 
iW)  and  on  thi  iist,  a  itriilNtoFy  fflMtlnl  hill  (1979)^  Fiiturts 
ineludi  iiny  deooritivi  diwilsof  the  Giorglan  Revivil  st^le,  lueh  m 
^  fin^ihipid  fcransoiBi  over  Buitlfk  doubli-leafed  Frenotj  deos's;  a  pidl^ 

g  iinted  Pallidlin*lnsplrid  mM  entrincii  didgritivi  brlek  qyoinifi|i 

dentleulated  oorBleei  with  Him  in  the  gibli  ends;  and  m  giple  ml 
irtieulated  by  wltlple  prgJiig  gibli-roofed  dofiaers.  ffhe  plazzi 
is  supported  by  colossal  coluiyith  foliited  capitals.  Hnterlor 
features  inolude  a  eeatril  loifBith  Adafiiisque  diceritlve  elesinti 
on  Giorilan  style  firipliQi      fluted  pllistifa,  and  dentleulity 
Gornlees.  The  hotel  was  mii  in  19W  with  the  addltieca  of  a  smt 
Ntory  riGtaniular  wini  en  bliit  end,  k  single^itory  wetting 
hall  with  iulti-panfid  rounfariri  windows  wis  added  to  the  eist  and 
in  1979,  The  south  ilivitiflfi  ilglnally  feituris  a  sinlls-^atsry 
varindih  and  a  terriee  Wbton  ifeplieid  with  a  projeetlng  onrgtory 
rfistaurint  iddition  of  brlgK  lityrlni  round-irohid  wlnte  in 
initation  of  the  ipa'i  Rgfaifl  iides, 

Gidion  Putnan  Garage  35  I935    The  garage  Is  1 1i|i )( 68>  j  1]  bay,  naionry  single-^storr 

flit-rMfid  servioi  structyri.  fiaturis  inelude  a  atuceoaS  ex- 
tirior  with  netal  easiaent  Hliii,  a  raised  conereti  foyfifiatlon, 
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Siriteii  Spa  Stite  Park,  Sintega  Springs,  Siritoga  Co.,  NY 
Building  Naoe        Hap  Photo  Arshitiet  Date  Desi^rlpticn 

and  iiveral  ovirhgad  doors 

Stati  Seal  BottlLng  26    13    D,  J.  Biun  193^    Thi  building  is  i  110 1  US',  brlek  Mionry,  2-itory,  Gior|ian 
Plant  Revival  styled  stfueturi,  disiinid  for  spioifie  use  as  a  battling 

plant.  Features  InQludg  a  raisid  foundation;  liogstona  trin  in 
belt  eourses,  keystones,  entablitures  and  ooFniGgs;  l"story 
round^arohed  Hlndous  on  the  principal  elevation,  and  liad-ooatid 
ooppir  raiSid  siiii  reefSi  The  Georgian  style  of  the  street  front 
eonsists  of  a  central  pidlnentid  3*8tory  pavilion  with  three 
i-story  Biultipli-paned,  round-irehed  windows  flanked  by  projecting 
3-bay,  2-story  wings.  The  east  and  west  elevations  of  the  bull* 
ding  are  Ghiracterlzed  by  repeating  bayi  of  brick  recessed  ioman 
arches  and,  at  the  south  end,  projecting  parapeted  gable  ends  which 
house  twin  brick  ehiineys,  The  interior  of  the  eentril  psvlllon  is 
^  exposed  frofl  the  tile  floor  to  the  roof  support  systeo  and  contains 

nechanizid  spring  water  bottling  apparatus  with  a  spectators' 
catwalk,  the  whole  llluDinated  by  the  large  arched  windows  and 
skyllihts  In  thi  pbli  roof* 

State  Seal  and  Uym  if  c,i91i  This  ornatily  carvid  stone  fountiln  his  two  types  of  witir 

Fountains  spouting  froi  a  eentril  colum  into  large  circular  fonts, 

Landscape  Features 


|jine*le  Golf  Course  28   1     A,F,Brlnekfrhoff    Now  ineorporated  Into  the  18-hole  golf  course,  the  original 

C.1935  9'holf  golf  course  bigan  on  Harrin  Avenue  just  east  of  the  hotel, 

Reflecting  Pool       29    1     A.F.Irinckerhoff    This  square  shallow  reflecting  pool  is  the  center  of  the  spa 

Ci1935  QOSplit, 

NQn'oontrlbuting  Features 


Golf  House  MO  W  WOs    This  is  a  smU  square  hip-roofed  franB  striJCture  with  ^^^^^ 

service  windows. 
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Sifitoii  Spa  state  Park,  Saratoga  Springs .  Siratogi  Co.,  NY 
Building  Na«e       Hap  Photo   tmm  Dite 


Gideon  Pytnim  Staff  Ml 
Dornltory 

Outlying  Areas 

Troiky  Station      30  2^ 


Patrlek  Latour  Heuss  31  25 


1910 


1835 


Itlaj  T  Fagi  1? 


Deggription 


IPi    Ms  li  I  larp,  singli-itoryj  U-shapidj  conereti  m 
building  QonstruGted  to  housi  hottl  stiff, 


The  bylldlni  is  a  3  x  5  biy,  1  1/i  story,  brisk  mwm 
liip-roofid  strueture  with  twin  loading  docks  cn  th  laiand 
elevitlons,  Fiatures  include  1  eonerete  slab  fioof  QriWi, 
stoni  HlndoH  sills  and  door  thresholds,  lirgi  wood  pinslsUll(jli»« 


evsrhung  doorsj  ind  a  slati  roof.  The  roof  eivis 
raised  loidlni  dooks  and  in  supported  by  many  slsibii 
brieketi  on  brisk  eorbils, 


over  th.@ 


The  strueture  is  i  lirge  2  %  8  bay,  58  x  bO'  ,  L-sHiped, 
sinili-story  early  Greek  Bevivil-stylid  housi  with  m 
isphalt-shlnglid  gabli  roof,  Dlitlnetivi  fiityris  Itifilyi 
pilasters  it  thi  eornirs  which  support  a  dentleulatid  ariitrivi 
wide  boird  frliii  ind  boxed  cornleii  The  entiblitUPe  Nirns 
thi  gornici  in  thi  gabli  ends  foiiini  3  pedliaent  in  thi  it  pbli 
endSi  The  ittic  floor  above  is  llliiainitid  by  pfetiniylifpbroi; 
wlndoHs  sit  in  the  frlsie.  Other  fiituris  Inalude  1  iiMim 
principal  entryway  on  the  south  ilevatlon  with  Greek  hM  styii 
pilasters  suppoptlni  an  intiblature  ind  frMlfii  a  raiiidfsfielid 
door  with  sldiliihts,  Thi  other  entry  on  this  sleviti5t),loeitid 
cintrally  in  an  larly  3-bay  addition  to  thi  «ist  snd-  iiti 
slBply  dftilled.  Both  intrywiys  m  the  south  elevitl^tj  Jieh 
transfora  the  ippearinei  of  the  bulldini  to  thit  of  1  Wig 
house,  an  shiltired  by  lite  19th  Ofntury  shid  roofs  "ind  |ooi 
screens  and  rilUngs,  Thise  porchis  niy  bi  Qrlilnal 


ERIC 


11R1 


1182 
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Bulldlnsiif        Map  Photo  Architect  Date  Deseription 

havlni  been  updatid  in  styli  durlni  the  lite  19th  ointury,  A  Vie* 
torian  period  shed  porsh  is  attached  to  the  north  kitehan  wing, 
Thi  Interior  fiatures  a  Grsik  Bevivil  styli  flrepliQe  front  and 
stalrQaie  with  newal  posts  and  riilings, 

Landscape  Mum 

Trie  Fin  32    1     fjlfS  Dipt. of  q,1933  le|un  in  thi  1930s,  this  trie  nursery  eonsists  of  fields  of 

Conservitlon       siedlings  planted  in  a  grid  pattern  defined  by  roads  and  tall 
windbreiks, 

S  Nen'Centrlliiting  Fijtpjres 

Par29GolfCourii     Mi  1960s  This  9-holi  |olf  eourii  is  loeited  northHist  of  the  Ave^^^ 

Pinesi  Just  north  of  the  trolley  station  i  loall  golf  house 
(siioilar  to  that  on  the  lar|er  oourse)  oirks  thi  start  of  the 
oourse. 
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8.  Significanae 
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^=  1 800-1  sii 

1900- 


Ar«as  ef  Signlffiean€«^^h#€li  and  Justify  telow 

— afGhe©!©gy-prehiitor|c     .  ^  cemmunity  plinning 

 agrisuiturt 


Ji^  arehitt€ture 

.  aammtrct 

 sommunigations 


^  If  _ 

-  conservation 

eeonamlcs 
^^^^  edueation 
^  ^  -  engineering 
^  expleration/setllement 
industry 
_  invention 


Stalamant  of  Sigtilfieane*  (In  mnm  paragraph) 


Byildar/Arehltset 


landscape  architecture reiiglen 

„  law  -  —  science 

literature  sculpture 
,  _  miiitary  social/ 
—  music  humanitarian 

philosephy  -__  theater 

. — politics/gevernmtnt  — _  _-  transportation 

J        other  (speciN) 

medxc3-na ,  recreation 


The  Saratoga  Spa  State  Park  is  slgnlfleant  for  Its  oon^ 
trlbutlon  to  the  development  of  the  city  of  Saratoga  Springs,  for 
Its  role  In  the  history  of  conservation,   recreation,   and  mediGlne, 
and  for  the  ©utstandlng  design  of  Its  buildings  and  landscaping . 
visited  for  centuries  oeeause  of  tn^ir  ouragive  powers,  zne 
mineral  springs  of  Saratoga  were  a  primary  factor  In  the  nine- 
teenth century  devflcpnen*'  of  ^f^f^mta^^  Springs  as  a  fashionable 
resort.     By  the  end  of  the  century,   however,   the  springs  were 
being  so  heavily  exploited  as  a  source  for  carbonic  gas  that  the 
watertable  and  ultimately  the  economy  of  Saratoga  were  threatened. 
In   1909,   the  NYS  legislature  responded  by  estabiishlng  the  State 
Reservation  to  conserve  and  develop  the  springs  for  public 
benefit.     Over  the  next  two  decades,  a  program  of  acquisition, 
conservation  and  cautious  development  was  undertaken,   guided  lar* 
gely  by  Dr.  Simon  Baruch,  a  leading  exponent  of  hydrotherapy.  In 
1929,   under  the  administration  of  Governor  Franklin  Delano 
Roosevelt,  the  state  embarked  on  an  ambitious  expansion  project, 
designed  to  inorease  both  the  therapeutic  and  recreational  use  of 
the  state  holdings.     Over  the  next  ten  years,   funded  by  state  ap« 
proprlations  and  the  federal  Reconstruotlon  Finanee  Commission,  a 
major  spa  complex  was  constructed,   Including  a  grand  Hall  of 
Springs  In  the  European  style,  two  bathhouses,  a  hotel,  a  bottling 
plant,  a  swimming  pool,  an  administration  and  research  center ,  and 
a  comprehensive  landscape  design  which  included  athletic  fields, 
scenic  trails,   forested  drives,  formal  walks,   and  exoeptlonal 
scenic  vistas*     The  total  970  aores  which  were  under  state  ow- 
nership In  1934  are  included  In  the  National  Register  nomination. 
With  the  exception  of  an  architecturally  significant  Greek  Revival 
style  farmhouse,   dating  from  oa,   1835,  all  the  slgnlfleant 
man-made  features  of  the  park  date  from  the  early  years  of  the 
State  Reservation,   beginning  c.  1910  and  culminating  in  the  grand 
opening  of  the  spa  In  1935,  u 
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The  mineral  waters  of  Saratoga  have  been  rtoDgnl^^'l  fo**  cen- 
turies for  their  healing  powers*     As  early  as  the  fourteenth  cen- 
tury, Iroquois  Indians  in  the  vicinity  frequented  the  High  Rook 
Spring,   and  there  was  an  Iroquois  tradition  that  the  spring  waters 
had  medicinal  qualities.     The  waters  were  one  of  the  primary  at- 
tractions which  led  to  the  clty«s  establishment  in  the  eighteenth 
century.     The  springs,  widely  acclaimed  for  their  curative  powers 
Sf  rellini?PS5  nodern  medicine  was  In  its  Infancy,  became  a  sournft 
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By  the  187Us^  "trris  of  "tttousindsTT  vTsTtora^rrn/ia  flftftUiiiy 
to  partake  of  the  mlntral  waters.     Drinking  fountains  and,  laterp 
great  drink  halls  were  built  at  several  of  the  springs.  Drinking 
the  mineral  waters  evolved  Into  a  highly  social  reer«atlonal 
pastime*   and  casinos,  ballrooms,  lakehouses,  and  raoet racks  were 
developed  to  serve  the  fashionable  visitors.     Eventually,  as  other 
attractions  beoame  tnoreasingly  popular^   the  mineral  springs 
declined  In  popularity*     At  about  the  end  of  the  nineteenth  oen- 
tury,  a  new  technology  was  developed  to  exploit  the  watersi  The 
carbonls  aold  gas  with  which  the  waters  were  charged  could  now  be 
separated,  liquefied  under  pressure,  and  sold  for  the  manufacture 
of  carbonated  beverages.  As  a  result  of  this  profitable  new  in- 
dustry, the  number  of  springs  tapped  multiplied  tenfold  by  1890, 
and  the  annual  output  from  the  springs  Increased  to  150,000,000 
gallons*  The  result  was  a  drastic  lowering  of  the  water  table  and 
a  threat  to  the  natural  ecological  balance* 

In  reaction  to  this  exploitation p   the  State  Legislature  In 
1909  established  a  three'^member  comEslsslon  »'to  select  and  locate 
such  lands  In  *  * *Saratoga, * *as  It  shall  deem  proper  and  necessary 
to  be  taken  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  natural  mineral 
springs, After  the  acquisition  of  any  piece  of  land  by  the 
board*. *the  same  shall  be  kept,  and  remain,  and  be  known,  as  a 
part  of  the  state  reservation  at  Saratoga  Springs,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  restorlngi  and  forever  preserving ^  the  mineral  springs 
and  wells  and  mineral  watert  and  the  natural  carbonic  acid  gas  on, 
and  in  and  under  said  lands,"    The  Commissioners  were  also  em- 
powered to  regulate  the  maintenance,  care,  and  protection  of 
the  properties,  to  grant  concessions  or  leases  on  the  properties, 
and  to  sell  or  regulate  the  sale  of  excess  mineral  waters. 
Similar  powers  were  enumerated  when  the  New  York  State  Conser- 
vation Department  took  control  of  the  Saratoga  Reservation  in 
1916,  with  the  addition  of  "promoting  the  resort  to  the  said 
springs  of  the  people  of  the  state  for  health,  and  the  other 
suitable  uses  of  the  said  reservation  by  the  people,  and  of  Iden- 
tifying, safegunrding  and  assuring  the  natural  purity,  qualities, 
and  repute  of  such  water  and  gasea,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  said  waters  to  the  people  for  drinking,  free  of 
charge* 

The  state's  development  at  this  period  advanced  on  several 
frontsi  conservation,  recreation,  and  medicine*     Conservation  of 
the  natural  resources  was  pursued  through  an  active  program  of 
purchase  and  management*     Within  the  reservation's  first  two 
years,  the  state  acquired  over  160  springs  and  shut  down  all  but 
19  ii^  order  to  restore  the  natural  watertable.     By  1915,  the  state 
g  1909  New  York  Laws  Chapter  569  Sections  2  and  4 
1916  New  York  Laws  Chapter  295  Section  602 
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owned  not  only  the  sprlngSt  but  over  1000  asrts  around  them»  The 
springs  remaining  active  were  largely  grouped  In  four  major  areasi 
High  Roek  Park  at  the  north  edge  of  the  altyi  Congress  Park,  down* 
town;     Geyser  Park;  and  Lineoln  Park,  The  latter  two  aonstltute 
the  Saratoga  Spa  State  Park  as  we  know  It  today. 

Publio  aeeess  to  the  springs  was  enoouraged  through  the 
maintenanoe  and  development  of  publio  fountains,  Reareatlonal 
usSy  part-loularly  of  the  Geyser  Creek  area,  was  enaouraged  by  con^ 
struotlon  of  pienio  shelters  and  landsoaping  improvements  suah  as 
^a  beautiful  system  of  walks  and  driveways  laid  out  in  gentle 
grades*"    With  the  inauguration  of  trolley  servlee  to 
Saratoga  around  1910|  a  new  station  was  built  at  the  northern  edge 
of  Geyser  Park,  further  enoouraging  publio  use  of  the 
area  • 

For  the  therapeutlo  development  of  the  waters,  the  state 
turned  to  the  noted  hydrotherapy  expert  Dr,  Simon  Baruoh*  Barueh, 
born  in  Germany  in  1840,  had  emigrated  to  the  United  States  as  a 
youth,  trained  at  the  Medloal  College  of  Virginia,  and  served  as  a 
surgeon  In  the  Confederate  Army*     Following  the  war,  he  praotlaed 
In  South  Carolina  for  many  years,  then  moved  to  New  York  City 
where  he  became  well  known  for  his  researoh  In  the  therapeutio 
uses  of  water*  He  returned  to  Europe  for  a  time  to  study  under 
Professor  W,  W,  Wlnternlti,  who  operated  a  hydrotherapeutle  In* 
stltute  at  the  University  of  Vienna.  In  1898,  Barueh  published  the 
first  systematlo  treatise  on  hydrotherapy  In  English,  The  Prin* 
alples  and  Praotiae  of  Hydrotherapy ^  A  Guide  to  the  Applloation  of 
Water  in  Disease,  written  for  students  and  praatitloners  of 
metfrein^^     in  a  field  whloh  for  most  of  the  nineteenth  oentury  had 
been  associated  with  quaakery,  Baruah  was  one  of  a  handful  of 
physlaians  aotlve  at  the  turn  of  the  oentury  who  placed  the  study 
of  hydrotherapy  on  a  salentlfla  footing.  At  Columbia  University, 
he  held  the  first  ohalr  at  an  American  college  to  be  devoted  to 
hydrotherapy , 

Engaged  by  the  Saratoga  Reservation  Commission  to  conduct  a 
study  of  European  spas  In  1912,  Barueh  reoommended  state  eon- 
struotlon  of  bathhouses*  Within  a  year,  the  state  was  operating 
its  first  bathhouse  at  Saratoga,  with  the  reopening  of  an  earlier 
private  faolllty  on  Phlla  Street  In  downtown  Saratoga  Springs  as 
the  Saratoga  Bathhouse*     Within  the  present*day  park,  a  former 

-  New  York  State  Conservation  Commission,  Division  of  Saratoga 
Springs,  The  State  Reservatlen  at  Saratoga  Springs,  Albany,  1917, 
P.  13.   ^   ^  ~~  ^  ^ 
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oarbori  dioxide  plant  pn  the  Lineoln  traet  was  converted  for 
bathhouse  use  and  opened  in  1915  as  the  Linooln  Bathhouse,  Five 
years  later,   another  oonverted  earbonio  plant,   the  Washington 
Bathhousei  was  opened  to  the  publle*     By  1927,   the  state  bath- 
houses were  giving  over  90,000  treatments  annually,  sometimes  as 
many  as  2200  in  one  day,   and  the  springs  at  Saratoga  weren reported 
as  being  "the  most  widely  known  of  the  AmerlGan  springs, 

The  popularity  of  the  waters  during  this  time  was  largely  due 
to  Dr.'Baruch's  research  and  advooaoy.     Beeause  of  the  waters* 
ability  to  retain  the  carbon  dioxide  gas  oontent  at  full 
saturation,   It  was  found  useful  for  a  variety  of  ailments  In- 
eluding  heart  and  eireulatory  disorders,   rheumatlo  oondltlons, 
gastro-intestinal  ailments,  nervous  Qonditions  and  oonvalesaence 
following  acute  and  ohronic  diseases*     Baruoh  areated  the  Saratoga 
eardiae  therapy,  a  program  of  bathing  and  water*related  treatment 
given  only  upon  a  doctor's  prescription*     The  special  therapy  aom^ 
bined  the  mineral  baths  with  other  hydrdtherapy  teohnlques  such  as 
steam  rooms,   eleotric  light  oablnets,  massage,   salt,  aleohol  and 
oil  baths,  colonic  Irrigations,  mineral  water  packs  and  raudpacks. 
It  generally  was  recoramended  as  a  two  or  three  week  therapy 
program* 

It  is  clear  from  the  oontemporary  aaeounts  of  the  park  that 
the  state  program  was  seen  as  innovative  and  forward-thinking. 
Promotional  literature  of  the  period  (1917*18)  oelebrates  the 
development  of  the  State  Reservation  as  a  progressive  conservation 
approachi     "This  ...  was  In  line  with  the  nationwide  trend  toward 
conservation .which  is  premised  on  the  idea  that  the  State  is  the 
logical  conserver  of  the  natural  resources  within  its  borders. 
This  was  not  the  opinion  simply  of  the  ownersi     In  1927,  a  study 
of  American  springs  and  spas  unfavorably  compared  the  paucity  of 
government-owned  spas  in  America  (three  owned  by  the  federal 
government  and  three  by  states)  "-^ith  the  m^re  progressive  con* 
servatlon  policies  of  European     ^tlons.     'The  governmental  control 
of  these  celebrated  spas  Insure     the  prfe^servation  for  all  time, 
for  the  use  of  the  people,  the     ivantages  of  these  natural  resour- 
ces|   it  gives  assurance  for  the     ^ghest  degree  of  protection  and 
the  scientific  administration  of  these  natural  curative  agents  to 
the  invalid  who  may  go  to  these  mineral  springs  for  treatment. 
This  governmental  Jurisdiction  over  a  few  of  the  mineral  springs 
of  oyr  country  Is  in  accord  with  European  m^^^Hods,   and  gives 

William  Edward  Fitch,  Mineral  Waters  ui.e  United  Stawjs 
and  American  Spas.  (Philadelphia:  Lea  &  Febiger,  1$S?),^p,  4S5\ 
~         NYS  Conservation  Commission,  p.  11. 
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promise  of  beeomlng  an  Important  faotor  In  the  suppressloh  of 
charlatanry  In  the  exploitation  of  Amerlaan  mineral  waters  and  of 
establlihing  American  hydrlatles  upon  a  dignified  and  ethleal 
basis. w- 

In  the  early  years  of  the  State  Reservation,   1909-1928,  land- 
seape  design  and  eonstruGtion  were  intended  to  oomplefflent  the 
natural  setting*     Buildings  of  the  period,  suoh  as  the  Washington 
Bathhouse  and  the  other  original  buildings  of  Llnceln  Park,  and 
the  many  pumphouses  in  Lincoln  and  Geyser  Parks,  evoke  a  sense  of 
rustic  simplicity  through  the  use  of  suoh  natural  fflaterlals  as 
timber  beams  or  half -timbering  and  stucco.     Natural  stone  was  also 
used  for  the  fountains  and  to  wall  pathways.     Many  of  these  bull- 
dings  (e.g*,  Washington  Bathhouse,  power  house  and  laundry)  were 
remodelllngs  of  eariler  structures  designed  for  use  as  oarbonia 
gas  plants  in  the  first  decade  of  the  twentieth  century.     A  number 
of  the  remodelled  buildings,   such  as  the  original  Ferndell  Bot- 
tling Plant,  became  obsolete  with  the  construction  of  new  bull- 
dings  in  the  1930s  and  were  demolished^  only  those  In  Lincoln  Park 
artd  scattered  pumphouses  remain.     No  known  architect  has  been 
linked  to  the  design  of  these  buildings,  although  all  work  was 
carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  State  Architect's  Office, 

Among  the  properties  acquired  during  this  period  was  the 
Patrick-  Latour  Farm  of  150  acres  in  the  southeast  quadrant  the 
nominated  area.     Unlike  most  of  the  property  purchased  by  the  state, 
the  Latour  property  had  no  carbonic  facilities,   but  was  simply  a 
farmstead.     Preserved  Intact  since  the  state's  acquisition,  the 
farmhouse  is  an  excellent  representative  example  of  a  regional  buil- 
ding type  In  the  Greek  Revival  style.     Its  wide  frieze  pierced  by 
eyebrow  windows,  cornice  returns  on  the  gable  ends,  and  trabeated 
doorway  are  characteristic  features  of  the  vernacular  Greek  Revival 
style,   here  applied  to  a  conventional  five-bay,  center-hall, 
one-story  structure.     Judging  by  Its  identical  detailing,  the  side 
extension  was  an  early  addition.     Porches  with  spool  screens  appear 
to  date  from  later  in  the  nineteenth  century.     Most  of  the  farm 
property  was  incorporated  into  the  golf  course  or  the  tree  farm  In 
the  1930s*     No  related  outbuildings  survive. 

During  the  first  two  decades  of  state  ownership,  landholdinga 
at  the  Geyser  and  Lincoln  Parks  Increased  f ro'^  350  acres  (around 
1915)  to  over  900  acres,  and  much  of  the  acreage  was  Improved 
with  drives,  plantings,  and  moderntiatlon  of  existing  buildings. 
In  1928,   the  original  Lincoln  bathhouse  burned  down  and  was 
-  Fitch,  p.  21. 
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replaGad  in  1930  by  the  present  Llnaoln  Bathhousej  a  mudh  larger 
and  mere  luxurious  faaillty.     The  new  east'Stone  building  was 
evldenoe  of  the  Inereaslng  demand  for  baths,  and  Its  Impoiing 
Naoolassieal  design  also  asserted  a  new  eonoept  of  park  design, 
leaning  toward  the  more  formal  European  Ideal. 

In  1929,   during  the  administration  of  Governor  Franklin 
Delano  Roosevelt,   the  Legislature  appropriated  funds  for  further 
study  of  the  Saratoga  mineral  waters.  A  new  eommlsslon  was  formed, 
under  the  ohalrmanshlp  of  Bernard  Barueh,  son  of  Dr.  Slman  Baruoh, 
who  had  died  In  1921,     The  eommisslon's  report,  published  In  1930, 
called  for  an  ambitious  program  of  expansion  and  upgrading  of  the' 
reservation  to  a  standard  eomparable  to  European  spas  of  the 
period.     The  report  reoommended  two  Immediate  needs,  "formulation 
of  a  wise  medical  polloy,"  to  Inelude  conferenees  and  training  for 
physicians  and  establishment  of  a  researah  Instltutej   and  "the 
development  of  the  environment."-   In  the  latter  regard,   the  cem- 
mission  made  speclflo  reooramendations  for  new  construct ion g 
suggesting  not  only  the  researeh  Institute,  but  also  a  central 
drinking  hall,   living  aecommodat ions  for  physicians  and  patients, 
a  sanitarium,   a  casino,   covered  promenades,   and  a  golf  course. 
They  further  recommended  the  development  of  cultural  and 
recreational  aotlvitles  to  entertain  the  guests  in  kaaplng  with 
the  treatments,  mentioning  such  amenities  as  open  air  concerts, 
tea  rooms,   and  winter  sports.     The  aofflmisslon's  specific  recom- 
mendations on  Incorporating  state-of-the-art  equipment  inaluded 
some  criticisms  of  the  new  Lincoln  Bathhouse,   compared  with  those 
in  the  European  spas. 

In  response  to  the  report,  a  law  was  passed  In  April,  1930, 
establishing  a  aommlsslon  to  oversee  the  development  of  the  State 
Reservation  as  a  health  resort.     In  contrast  to  the  conservation 
approach  of  the  1909  legislation,   the  1930  law  called  for  the 
development  of  "a  state  health  resort  and  spa  for  use  by  the 
publia  for  balneological,   therapeutic,  and  other  similar  healthful 
purposes. Projects  authorized  by  the  law  included!   "a  scientific 
survey  of  the  physical  properties  of  the  entire  reservation,"  and 
"an  engineering,  arahlteatural ,   landscape,   and  organisation  study 
to  enable  It  more  effeatually  to  carry  out  its  purpose."  Fur* 
thermore,  the  commission  was  directed  to  ereat  an  administration 
building,  a  residence  for  the  director,   and  an  adequate  drink-hall , 
to  inclyde  "promenades,  a  aoneert  hall,   solaria,  and  drinking 
room^."    Soon  thereafter,  a  program  was  developed  for  extensive  new 

New  York  State  Saratoga  Springs  Commission,   Report  to  the 
Legislature.     Albany,   1930,   p. 22,  — ^~  

?6g 


1190 


EKLC 


NPtFeffniO-nM 


QMB   ,¥@,  1Q34^§QI§ 


Unit«d  States  DttpsHmeiit  of  thm  lnt«ridr 
National  Park  SanrlM 

National  Raglster  of  HIstorio  Plaees 
lnvontory*.^gp§g{f  ^l™ 

Saratoga  Springs 

C^tinuation  sheet    Saratoga  Co,^  NY  itemnOTbef  8  7 


bathhouse  and  administrative  facilities  at  Geyser  Park,  at  a  aost 
of  appro/^imately  $2,375,000,  A  state  appropriation  of  $1,585,000 
was  supplemented  by  a  $3f200,000  loan  from  the  Reconstruatlon 
Flnanoe  Commission  to  build  the  new  spa#     The  Reoonstructlan 
Finance  Commission  was  a  government  lending  agenoy  created  by  the 
Hoover  administration  In  1932  to  provide  emergency  credit  for 
financial  institutions  and  government-downed  corporations.  Its 
powers  were  expanded  by  the  Relief  and  Construction  Act  of  193i  to 
making  loans  to  state  and  local  agencies  for  construction  of 
public  works  of  a  self ^liquidating  character,  such  as  the  Saratoga 
Spa.     It  was  one  of  the  few  Hoover  programs  to  survive  Into  the 
"New  Deal"*  for  under  the  presldenoy  of  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt, 
the  Reconstruction  Finance  Commission  waa  charged  with 
distributing  Federal  Eraergenoy  Relief, 

New  oonstruotlon  undertaken  between  1931  and  1935  Included 
the  requested  research  Institute,  two  new  bathhouses,  the  grand 
new  Hall  of  Springs,  the  Victoria  Pool  and  Recreation  Center,  the 
Gideon  Putnam  Hotel,  and  a  new  bottling  plant.     Although  designed 
to  be  self-supporting,  the  spa  facility  was  considered  part  of  the 
state's  public  health  program,  available  to  all  Its  citizens.  Free 
public  fountains  In  addition  to  those  already  available  In  Lincoln 
and  Geyser  Parks  were  incorporated  Into  the  new  construction.  The 
Victoria  Pool,  the  9^hole  golf  course,  and  t.he  walks  and  playing 
fields  served  the  dual  purpose  of  turning  therapeutic  activity 
Into  play  and  of  being  a  diversion  for  visitors  to  the  spa  who 
were  accofflpanylng  patients  but  not  taking  the  waters  themselves. 
The  State  Seal  Bottling  Plant  bottled  both  mineral  and  sweet 
waters  for  sale,  thus  producing  an  Income  for  the  park  and  mar* 
ketlng  the  spring  waters  to  a  larger  public. 

This  unified  design  was  the  work  of  several  people.  Including 
some  prominent  architects  of  the  day.  The  landscape  design  was  ex** 
eouted  by  Arthur  F.  Brinckerhof f ,  a  New  York  City  landscape  architect 
trained  at  Cornell  Univarslty  and  best  known  for  the  gardens  he 
created  for  large  estates  (n  several  eastern  states.     The  four  core 
buildings  of  the  Spa  Complex^'the  Hall  of  Springs,  Administration 
Building,  and  the  two  Roosevelt  Bathhouses-'were  designed  by  Joseph 
H.  Freedlanderi  a  student  at  I'Ecole  des  Beaux^'Arts,  who  won  many 
design  competitions  and  designed  nufflerous  large  public  buildings  In* 
eluding  the  Museum  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  the  Bronx  County 
Courthouse  and  Jail,     Dwlght  James  Baum,  a  noted  designer  of  country 
houses  and  estates,  designed  the  Victoria  Pool  and  Recreation  Center 
and  the  State  Seal  Bottling  Plant,  Praotlclng  In  New  York  City,  he 
-   1930  New  York  Laws  Chapter  866. 
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designed  a  number  of  buildings  for  SyraGUse  -^^^%sity  and  public 
buildings  In  New  York  and  Florida,   but  is  bi^^    dnivtn  for  his  residen 
tlal  work  for  wealthy  elients  sueh  as  John      -  -  ^  ^  ig  and  Arthur  Ham-- 
mersteln.     Marcus  T.  Reynolds,  Albany  arohit^./fc  of  such  prominent 
public  buildings  as  the  Hackett  Junior  High  School  and  the  Delaware 
and  Hudson  Railroad  Building,   is  renowned  f^r  his  use  of  finely 
drafted  exterior  detail.     His  design  for  th^#  Gideon  Putnam  Hotel,  in 
tended  to  suggest  a  Georgian  country  estate,   is  uncharacteristically 
simple  and  unadorned. 


In  the  first  half  of  the  twentieth  century,   the  State  Reser- 
vation and  the  Spa  served  an  important  role  in  the  local  economy. 
Saratoga  Springs  at  the  turn  of  the  century  offered  such 
sophisticated  amusements  as  casino  gambling,  horse-racing,  and 
elegant  dining  in  its  grand  hotels,   as  well  as  the  relatively 
staid  attractions  of  the  springs.     Many  of  these  attractions  came 
under  attack  In  the  twentieth  century,   howeveri  Anti-gambling  fer- 
vor closed  the  casinos  and  rest rioted  book-making  to  the  extent 
that  in  some  years  no  racing  meets  were  held.     Prohibition  further 
subdued  Saratoga's  social  life.     Lastly,  with  the  advent  of  the 
automobile  age,  Saratoga's  tourist  visitation  shifted  from  down- 
town to  Saratoga  Lake,  a  short  ride  outside  of  town,  where 
fashionable  lakehouses  offered  gambling,   dancing,   and  nationally 
famous  entertainers.     First  the  small  hotels,   then  larger  ones 
fell  victim  to  the  new  trends.     The  springs  offered  a  decorous  al- 
ternative to  these  less  respectable  tourist  attractions,  and 
provided  a  stabilizing  force  in  the  volatile  economy.     During  the 
Depression,   the  construction  and  dperatlon  of  Saratoga  Spa 
provided  employment,  and  brought  new  visitors  to  the  area. 

The  baths  at  Saratoga  were  the  only  baths  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi River  which  featured  naturally  carbonated  mineral  waters. 
Because  of  its  uniqueness  as  a  natural  resource,   its  new 
state-of -the^art  equipment  for  the  bathhouses.   Its  resort  at- 
mosphere and  use  of  the  most  advanced  spa  therapy  techniques,  the 
Saratoga  Spa  flourished,   growing  from  98,870  baths  in  1934  to  a 
peak  of  198,306  baths  in  1946.     Use  of  the  baths  began  to  decline* 
thereafter,  with  the  discovery  of  antibiotics  and  the  change  in 
resort  fashions.     Following  World  War  II  and  particularly  fol- 
lowing the  transfer  of  reservation  properties  to  the  newly 
established  New  York  State  Office  of  Parks  and  Recreation  In  the 
1960s,   a  broad  range  of  recreational  activities  began  to  be 
developed  at  the  Park,     The  golf  course  was  expanded  to  eighteen 
holes,  and  a  second  golf  course  was  added;   the  Peerless  Pool  com- 
plex  (with  an  Olympic-sized  pool,   a  diving  pool,  and  a  wading 
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poQl)  was  aenstruotiid,  large  group  plenlo  areas  were  develdped, 
and  In  1966,  the  open^alrp  5100-seat  amphitheatre  of  the  Saratoga 
Perforalng  Arts  Center  opened.     Additional  aoreage  was  also  added 
to  the  Park  on  the  eastf  south,  and  west,  to  allow  for  future  ex- 
pansion of  the  faaility. 

Despite  these  reoent  additions,  the  1930s'  design  for  the 
Saratoga  Spa  State  Park  survives  with  remarkable  Integrity,  The 
buildings  of  the  Park  are  all  preserved  In  their  original  exterior 
appearanee,  with  virtually  all  their  arehl teetural  detalllrig  In-- 
taet.     The  original  landscaping  has  long  slnee  matured,  further 
enhanoing  the  overall  appearanse  of  the  buildings  and  strength* 
ening  their  relation  with  the  natural  setting  of  the  surrounding 
parklands « 
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of  state  holdings  in  1934,  as  reeoj^ed  In  deeds  and  survey  maps , 
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€ity«  town 


vielnity  of 


state 


OMo 


code 


039 


eeunty  Erie 


€ode  043 


3.  Classlfloation 


Category 

 dlstriet 

^  &ulldlng(s) 
.-^^  struQturt 

 site 

.  object 


Ownership 

 publla 

-X.  private 
— _  both 

Publio  dGquisition 

 In  proQess 

^ —  being  considered 


Status 

^  occupied 
— .  unoccupied 
— ^  work  In  progreis 
docessible 

yes^  restricted 
. —  .  yeii  Unrestricted 
.  no 


Present  Use 

—.r-^  igrlcultyre 
commsrclal 

 eduestlonal 

— =  antertalnment 

 govtrnment 

■  industrial 
— military 


—  museum 
— ^  park 

— ^  private  residence 

— ^  religious 

— ^  scientific 
transportation 
other:  total 


4,  Owner  of  Property 


nsme      €^^3^  Pointy  Inc^ 


street  4  number     C.  N.  5006 


city,  town 


vicinity  of 


S,  Location  of  Legal  Pescrlptlon 

courthouse,  registry  of  deeds,  etc.     Erie  County  Ctoi^ti  Ifoijae 
street  &  number  323  Qol^^:ua  Aviaiue 


state 


Ohio  ddRin 


city,  town 


state      Ohio  44870 


6,  Representation  in  Existing  Surveys 

National  R^ia^^    ~  "        ~  ~  ^ 

title  of  Historic!  Plaaas 


ha^  this  pfopefly  been  determined  eligible? 


.  yes 


date  1981 


federal  state 


county 


local 


depository  for  survey  records  ^tjonal  Ragister  of  m^torloJlac 
city,  town  ^fashingtoai 
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OBB 


State 


m  20013-7127 


EKLC 


7.  Description 


Qendltloffi  Cheek  one  Oheek  one 

 txoellent               dettrloraled      .^^  unaltered  X  original  iile 

X  goo^  ruins  altered  =  moved  date 
 fair   unexposed 


D#serlb«  th9  presMt  and  original  {If  known)  physical  appearanoe 

The  eight  original  wings  of  Hotel  Breakers  were  eons true ted  in  1905  to  the  speelf ica^ 
tions  of  G.  A.  Boeeklingj  following  his  visit  to  the  Loire  Valley  in  France-  The 
resulting  design  is  French  Ghateau^style  country  architecture  with  rough  plaster 
exterior  wnlls^  presently  white  with  black  trim.  One  additional  wingj  Bon  Aire, 
the  largest  and  northernmost,  was  added  in  1924.  It  Is  of  the  same  design  -  The 
structure  covers  eight  acres ,  with  nine  wings  extending  like  fingers  off  a  main 
hallway  which  parallels  Lake  Erie.  Each  wing  is  three  stories  high*  However  *  the 
wings  are  connected  only  on  their  ground  floors.  Each  wing  that  faces  the  lake 
ends  in  two  rounded  towers .1 

Features  of  the  adjacent  Cedar  Point  amusement  park  include  one  of  the  two  remaining 
Derby  Racers  in  the  United  States  (originally  at  Euclid  Beach  Park,  near  Cleveland, 
and  brought  to  Cedar  Point  in  1967)*,  four  carousels,  and  the  Casino  building,  a 
contemporary  of  the  hotel,  which  has  been  modified  for  use  as  an  arcade.  The 
steamer,  G.  A.  Boeckling,  which  ferried  visitors  from  Sandusky  to  Cedar  Point  in 
1909^51,  survives,  but  Is  docked  across  the  Bay  in  the  town  of  Sandusky;  the  ferry 
is  significantly  altered • 

Cedar  Point's  carousels  Include  the  following  i 

1)  A  rare  (probably  only  six  exist)  Daniel  G.  Huller  (1912),  previously  at 
Revere  Beach,  Massachusetts,  which  was  Installed  in  the  park  about  1942.  It 
appears  to  be  missing  Its  fifth  row  of  horses,  but  is  otherwise  well  preserved* 

2)  An  Allan  Herschell  miniature  of  aluminum  purchased  new  for  the  Park  in  1953. 

3)  A  Dentzul  (c-  1925)  that  was  brought  to  Cedar  Point  from  Germantown, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1968. 

4)  A  1921  DentMl  in  the  Park's  "Frontlertown'*  section  that  came  to  Cedar 
Point  in  1971  from  Aurora,  Illinois,  via  Haslett,  Michigan. 

Because  Cedar  Point  Park  has  been  extensively  rebuilt  and  because  all  of  the  features 
eited  above,  except  the  Hotel,  have  been  modified,  or  moved  to  the  Park,  in  recent 
decades,  and,  in  the  case  of  the  carousels,  are  not  exceptionally  early  examples, 
thBv  are  not  proposed  for  inclusion  in  the  National  Historic  Landmark*  They  do 
cnr?^  Ibute  to  the  historic  flavor  of  Cedar  Point,  and  the  Park's  management  expends 
griiat  care  in  their  preservation,  and  In  that  of  the  collection  of  structures, 
moved  to  or  built  at  the  Park,  which  constitute  its  "Frontlertown. "2 


*The  other  is  at  Playland,  In  Rye,  New  York.  Playland  is  proposed  for  deslgnatJon 
in  this  study. 
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Detailed  Deacriptlon  of  Hatal  Breakers 

The  main  lobby  is  quite  large  with  a  high  celling,  surrounded  by  baleonlaa  on  the 
upper  levels.  The  ceilings  and  upper  walls  are  tin  relief  in  a  fleur-de-lis  pattern. 
Suspended  from  the  ceiling  are  three  Tiffany  glass  chandeliers .  Original  stained 
glass  panels  by  Louis  Buser  of  Tiffany* s,  the  famous  glass  cutter  who  did  the 
stained  glass  work  for  the  Mormon  Tabernacle  and  the  Cathedral  of  St.  John  the 
Divine,  in  New  York  Cityp  are  positioned  on  three  sides  atop  the  balcony  rail.  All 
are  under  protective  glass . 

The  Rotunda,  adjacent  to  the  tabby  on  the  lakeside,  Is  of  note.  This  section  of 
the  hotel  is  five  stories  high  and  cylindrical,  with  odd^shaped  rooms-  All  upper 
floors  have  the  original  spoked  railings.  The  flooring  on  the  first  level  Is  the 
original  maple  and  gmi* 

Room  arrangement,  on  either  side  of  long  interior  hallways,  has  remained  consistent 
through  extensive  remodeling  programs.  Many  sets  of  two  or  three  rooms,  which  each 
averaged  9'  x  12',  have  been  combined  to  form  modernized  rooms  or  suites.  Two  back 
id.ngs,  away  from  the  lake,  are  presently  used  as  employee  accommodations  and  are 
unchanged.    Their  original  partitions  and  wood  flooring  are  Intact. 

All  guest  areas  have  modern  baths  and  the  walls  have  been  ref Inished  with  either 
comnercial  paneling  or  decorative  wallboard.    Their  ceilings  are  suspended. 

Interior  modernisation  began  about  1959  with  the  Bon  Aire  wing.  Further  remodeling 
has  proceeded  floor  by  floor  and  wing  by  wing.  The  last  major  undertaking  was  the 
refurbishing  in  1977  of  Section  C,  nearest  the  amusement  area. 

The  only  significant  exterior  alteration  to  the  Hotel  is  the  southwest  portico 
which  was  added  In  tht  1960s.  The  orientation  of  the  main  entrance  was  thus  chained 
from  the  lakeshore  to  the  automobile  approach.  It  is  simply  an  extension  of  the 
original  southwest  wing.  This  portico  replaced  a  service  entrance,  the  "back  door" 
of  the  hotel  wing,  consisting  of  a  small  door  and  a  few  wooden  steps  that  had  never 
been  used  by  the  guests  and  had  no  architectural  distinction.  Otherwise,  the  style 
and  arrangement  of  the  hotel  wings  retain  the  integrity  of  the  period  of  construc- 
tion, and  the  interior  public  spaces  of  the  Lobby  and  the  Rotunda  convey  the  atmos- 
phere of  the  early  20th-century  resort  hotel  to  a  remarkable  degree. 


Footnotes 

llhe  description  of  Hotel  Breakers  is  an  edited  version  of  that  appearing  in  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places  nomination  form  prepared  by  Richard  E.  Lauber 
of  Cedar  Point,  Inc.,  in  1980. 
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^NqC^s  on  thm  fselllclas  ac  Cedar  Polat  teuaamenC  Park  oeher  thao  thm  tetsl  tev€ 
been  prepared  from  the  £olloirt,ng  Items  el  ted  In  the  llbllograph^  i  "tearlea's 
ij&azement  Parki'*  "Cedar  Point  is  Born  Againi"  Thomas  La^ton^  "Cedar  Point  Eaelng 
Derby  i"  John  Bayek  and  Rich  WlakenSi  "Discovering  the  teroueels  on  teeriea*s  HorCh 
Coast I "  and  "Herr j^to^lounding  in  Ohio,  Fart  2." 
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8^  Significance 


prehistoric 
.  l46C^14g9 
.  .  liO^ISti 

.  ..  laoo^iisi 

.  170D-1799 
1800-1899 
1900- 


Afhs  ef  Sl9filfi€ana#_Ghe€li  and  Justify  b^low 


archtofegy^prehiitoric 
i^reheology^hiitoric 
-_  agrieulture 
iFshlteeture 
art 

CQmrnunieations 


Qommunity  planning 

Qonservation 

tconemici 

tdueation 

engfneering 

exploratron  settlement 

industry 

inventjon 


landscape  architecture 
law 

iiterature 

military 

muslg 

phllosephy 

politics  government 


Sp#€iftgjatag  19Q5  Byllder  Architeet 

Statvment  of  SIgniffiaans*  (in  onm  paragraph| 

Stttgnary 


religion 
science 
sculpture 
social 

humanitarian 
.  ..  theater 
_  transpoilation 

Other  (specify) 

-Imsort.  hotel; 
football) 


SriL^^ha^^l'iJ"  "  large  late  Victorian  Chataau^llke  resort  hotel  built  in  1905 
music    ot    all    kindB.    gwmm,    and    lacturas    w.re    all  attractions. 

History 

The  Sandusky  Bay/Lake  Erie  Islands  area  of  the   State   of   nh^n  k 
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HaJoF  rasort  hotels  oncm  mntBtrnd  on  ioych  Bass  Island  In  Lake  Brie  asd  on  Johnson's 
Island  in  Sandusky  Bay,    Both,  homverp  were  desCroyad  by  fire  prior  £o  World  War  I. 

The  Breakers  was  concalvad  and  built  by  Morge  A,  Boeekllng,  an  Indiana  entrepraneur 
who  was  one  of  the  graat  affiuaement  park  and  resort  davelopers  early  In  this  eentury. 
Boaokllng  bought  Cedar  Point  In  1897 »  and  soon  announaad  an  mbltlous  program  of 
davelo^ent.  At  that  pointy  the  principal  faelllty  was  the  White  House  Hotel  and  Its 
Bay  Shore  addition «  Ra  built  Cedar  Point  from  a  small  local  resort ^  used  as  early  as 
the  i860s»  Into  a  Ittdwest  showplace. 

In  1904,  the  "lagoons"  were  begw.  These  10'  deep  and  60 '--150'** wide  channels  or 
canals  offered  various  advantages i  for  recreation »  supply,  and  land  reclamation* 
In  1905^06,  the  Breakers  and  the  pavilion  toown  as  the  Oollaem  mre  built ,  and  In 
1907  construction    of   an   aausement    sectionp    or  midway,    began   to   Its  southeast*^ 

Boat  travel  to  and  from  Cedar  Point  was  e6mon«  Boeckllng's  nmesake  steamer  G,.  A. 
Boeekllng  served  beginning  In  1909,  supplementing  service  by  other  vessels* 

From  Boeckllng's  death  In  1931  until  19S0|  the  property  was  administered  by  trustees 
and  then  leased  to  a  Cleveland  hotel  operator.  It  had  declined  dramatically  in  the 
Intervening  years*  Both  Its  physical  plant  and  Its  financial  condition  were  perilous* 
In  1960,  however,  a  new  syndicate^  Including  Morge  A*  Eoose  of  Toledo,  E*  A.  Legros 
of  Cleveland,  and  Paul  A.  ^nn,  decided  to  raulate  Disneyland,  bringing  In  a  Disney 
veteran  to  manage  Cedar  Point.  The  new  managers  reversed  the  decades  of  decline  and 
brought  prosperity  to  the  Park*  toong  other  steps «  they  Introduced  new  rides,  Inolud- 
Ing  one  of  the  first  Hill  lace  Log  Flumes  (1963)  and  the  "Blue  Streak"  Boiler  Coaster 
(1964),  and  restored  old  oneSp  In  1963,  the  Park  passed  two  million  In  attendance 
for  the  first  tlmei  In  1978,  three  million*^ 

The  Breakers  has  been  the  site  of  events  of  historic  Interest .  On  August  31,  1910 » 
pioneer  aviator  Glenn  Curtis s  flew  non-stop  from  the  waterfrcafi  at  Euclid  Beach  Park, 
just  east  of  Cleveland ,  to  the  beach  in  front  of  the  Hotel  Breakers,  a  distance  of  64 
miles.  This  long-distance  flight  over  water  eclipsed  the  record  of  25  miles  over  the 
English  Channel  by  the  French  aviator  Louis  Blerlot*  A  crowd  of  20,000  witnessed  the 
landing.  In  1911,  Curtiss  gave  exhibition  flights  at  Cedar  Point  In  his  new  hydro- 
plane, the  "Triad *"^ 

Football  immortals  Knute  Roctoe  and  Gus  Dorals  of  Mot  re  Dame  perfected  the  forward 
pass  while  working  as  lifeguards  on  the  Breakers*  beach  In  the  si^ser  of  1913*  That 
fall,  they  applied  their  new  techniques  with  devastating  effect  to  defeat  Army  and 
usher  in  a  new  age  of  football.  Rockne  returned  and  married  Bonnie  Skiles  of  Sandusky, 
who  was  also  working  at  the  Breakers,  the  next  sumer*  Later,  the  "Four  Horsemen" 
worked  at  Cedar  Point. ^ 
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In  1916  a  featherweight  championship  boxing  match  between  eeorge  Chanay  and  defender 
Johnny  Kllbane  was  held  In  a  canvas  open-air  arena  ereeted  southeast  of  the  bay 
dock.  The  scheduled  fifteen-round  title  bout  ended  with  a  knockout  In  the  third 
round  by  the  ehamplon,  who  retained  his  crown*  The  previous  year  the  chrapion  had 
met  Alvin  Miller  of  Lorain,  Ohio,  at  Cedar  Point  In  a  non-^tltle  twelve-round  bout 
which  went  the  distance*  toother  boxing  bout,  between  Frank  Mason  and  Joe  Thomas, 
fl^elghtSs  In  1920,  was  the  last  held.o  * 

Boeckllng  was  an  Impresario  who  bfought  many  stars  of  the  New  York  Metropolitan  Opera 
to  sing  at  the  Breakers  while  on  their  sumer  tours  to  Chicago*  Nellie  Melba  John 
MeCormack,  Enrieo  Caruso,  Madame  Ernestine  Sehumann-Helnk,  and  others  gave  Impromptu 
concerts  from  the  baleonles  In  the  Rotunda, 

During  the  early  and  middle  decades  of  this  century,  the  Breakers  was  a  top  gathering 
place  for  many  fMOus  people,  including  John  Philip  Sousa,  and  six  u*S.  Presidents t 
William  Howard  Taft,  Woodrow  Wilson,  Warren  G*  Harding,  Calvin  Coolidge,  Franklin 
Roosevelt,  and  Dwlght  Elsenhower,  The  Breakers  has  even  entered  literature,  for 
another  guest,  the  American  writer  Sherwood  Anderson,  who  was  from  nearby  Clyde 
Ohio,  used  Hedar  Point  and  Its  great  hotel  as  a  setting  for  some  of  his  short 
stories* 

The  one  innovation  In  the  1930s  ~  a  period  when  Cedar  Point  was  otherwise  In  the 
doldrums  —  that  was  both  popular  and  profitable  was  the  converaion  of  the  Coliseum 
dance  floor  into  a  ballroom  with  refrestaent  service  in  1939*  To  this  ballroom 
over  the  next  few  years  came  many  of  the  popular  bands  of  the  day,  amons  them  the 
following: 

Don  Bestor  Shep  Fields  Bob  Zurke 

George  Olsen  Qene  Krupa  Paul  Whitman 

Russ  Morgan  Ozzle  Nelson  Ted  Weems 

Charlie  Barnet  Glenn  Gray  Ted  Lewis 

Blue  Barron  Vincent  Lopeg  Bob  Crosby 

Saray  Kaye  Guy  Lombardo  Benny  Goodman 

Buddy  Rogers  Wayne  King  Henry  Busse 

Woody  Herman  Frankle  tosters  Ray  Noble^ 


Footnotes 

iThia  statement  is  an  edited  version  of  the  National  Register  form  cited  In  Note  1 
of  the  Description*  The  major  source  for  the  significance  section  of  that  form  was 
Charles  E,  Frotoan,  Cedar  Point  Yesterdays  (Columbus,  Ohloi  Ohio  Historical  Socletv 
for  Cedar  Point,  Inc*,  1969), 

^Srotes  on  Boeckllng' s  acquisition  and  development  of  Cedar  Point  are  found  in 
Prohman,  oj^^  clt , ,  pp,  12-13* 
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3"to«lea's  Amazement  Park^'*   Amuaement  Park  jQurnal^    3s    1    (January   1981),  42=47* 
^Frohmani  o^*  el t ■ ,  pp.  14-^16* 

5 Jerry  Brondfteld,  Rscknei    The  Coaeh,  the  Han,  the  Legend  (New  York:    Eandom  Houses 
1976),  p,  S4|  Frotoanj  ©£^  clt , ^  p.  20- 


op.  elt * p  p*  17 , 
7 Ibid,,  p.  19. 
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Vartel  boyndary  claa^riptipn  and  luatlfieatlan 

SEE  CONTimJATION  SI^T 


Llat  all  atataa  and  countlaa  for  prapartlas  evariapplng  atata  or  «t:ountr  boundariaa 
^to^a   eode    sounty 


coda 


atata 


soda 


aounty 


coda 


Form  Pf spared  By 

nama/tftia 


James  H,  Qiarlaton^  Historian 


organizatten  Hlstoi:v  Division.  Natipnal  Park  Service  data 
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telephone      ^2023  343-8165 


city  or  town 
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12.  State  Historio  Presarvatlon  Off  leer  Oertifieation 

Tha  avaiuatad  aignlfieanea  of  this  property  within  the  atata  Is^ 
  nationat   state  losai 

Aa  the  daslgnatad  State  Historio  Preservation  Of  fleer  for  the  National  Historia  Preservation  Aot  of  19€€  (Publlo  Law  8^ 
S6§)t  I  haraby  nominata  this  propaHy  for  ineluslon  In  the  National  Register  and  oertlfy  that  It  has  been  evaluated 
aooordlng  to  tha  orltaria  and  prooaduraa  set  forth  by  the  National  Park  Sarvloa. 

State  HIstorle  Presarvation  Qffiear  signature 
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Verbal  Boundary 

Following  northwest,  from  Its  southeast  terminus,  the  unnamed  Park  road  that  runs 
generally  northwest  past  the  Hotel  to  the  first  fork  in  the  road,  then  along  an 
imaginary  line  drawn  due  northeast  from  the  fork  to  Its  Intersection  with  the  Lake 
Erie  shore,  then  along  the  Lake  Erie  shore  In  a  generally  southeast  direction  to  a 
point  on  the  shore  Intersected  by  the  prolongation  of  the  paved  road  between  the 
Hotel  and  the  Convention  Center *  then  southwest  along  the  latter  road  to  Its  Inter- 
section with    the  Park   road    first   mentioned    above,    i.e.,    the  point    of  beginning. 
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ll«Mrlb«  tli#  pfttSMt  ami  eHfiMl  |lf  kMwn)  physical  app«8rane« 

The  Adler  PlanaCarlum  is  slcuatad  on  the  rounded  northern  and  easCernmoBt  extension 
of  Northerl]^  Island^  built  up  from  shoals  of  the  Lake  Michigan  shore*  I  The  "Island" 
Is  a  peninsula  linked  to  the  mainland  by  a  causeway.  The  planetarium^s  position 
is  a  coomandlng  one^  presenting  a  panorama  of  the  downtown  Chicago  skyline  to  the 
west  and  northwest^  the  Lake  Michigan  shore  to  the  souths  and  the  seemingly 
endless  horizon  of  the  lake  to  the  east  and  north* 

The  esplanade  In  front  of  the  buildings  which  now  contains  the  main  entranee^ 
through  steps  down  from  a  glass^enclosed  cage^like  structure  into  an  underground 
addition^  Is  surrounded  by  flower  beds*  F^^raerly  it  Included  a  long  narrow 
reflecting  pool  with  styliEed  depictions  In  ?^rrai^D  of  the  twelve  months*  The 
pool  was  built  In  1933  for  the  Century  of  Progress  Exposition.  When  the  addition 
was  built  ^  the  pool  had  to  be  removed |  now  a  small  model  of  the  pool^s  terra^io 
base  Is  affixed  to  the  wall  inside  the  old  entrance. 

The  new  approaoh  to  the  museum  also  includes  a  statue  of  the  16th^century  Polish 
astronomer  Nlcolaus  Copernicus  (MikolaJ  Kopernik).  This  was  given  by  the 
Copernicus  Foundation  and  the  Illinois  Division  of  the  Polls h-^Ameriean  Congress 
in  1971* 

A  recent  addition  (1977)  to  the  planetarium  compleK  is  the  Doane  Observatory^  a 
low  circular  structure  containing  a  1 Scinch  telescope.  It  is  on  the  lakefront 
side  of  the  planetarium  site* 

The  building  alts  on  a  grassy  terrace  several  feet  above  the  circular  drive  that 
surrounds  it  on  the  ground  level.  A  broad  flight  of  steps  leads  to  the  bronze-^ 
covered  entrance  doors ^  which  are  set  with  bevelled  glass.  The  exterior  walls  of 
the  building^  which  are  covered  in  polished  rainbow  granite  of  reddish  hue  ^th 
dark  green  veins ^  form  three  concentric  IZ^slded  rings  or  prisms^  the  largest  of 
which  is  160  feet  in  diameter*  The  IZ^slded  form  of  the  structure  symbolizes  the 
months  of  the  year  and  the  signs  of  the  zodiac*  The  rings  rise  in  receding 
tiers ^  with  terraces  atop  them^  originally  designed  for  astronomical  observation^ 
to  the  base  of  the  dome.  The  roof  is  of  copper  sheets^  which  cover  a  hemispheric 
form*  The  two  geometric  forms  reflect  the  two  basic  Internal  functions  of  the 
building*  The  lower  portion  houses  the  astronomical  museum^  classrooms ^  and 
offices  I  the  inside  of  the  dome  serves  as  the  screen  for  the  planetarlw  projector* 

The  smoothness  of  the  flat~walled  surface  Is  relieved  by  narrow  bands  of  fluting 
which  run  horizontally  along  the  top  of  the  lower  levels  and  vertically  at  the  12 
corners  of  each  level.  The  upper  corners  of  the  lowest  level  are  embellished 
with  bronze  plaques  by  the  sculptor  Alfonso  lanellll  they  depict  the  signs  of 
the  zodiac  in  low  relief.  Stars  are  positioned  on  the  plaques  according  to  the 
constellation  descriptions  by  Ptolemy^  the  Greek  astronomer  of  the  2nd  century 
A.D, 
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e  preaant  antrance  to  the  building  is  underground.  A  flight  of  steps  Just 
west  of  the  original  etalri  leads  down  to  the  280-foot  underground  eicteiislan  of 
the  muieum,  constructed  In  1973.  This  addition,  the  Astro-Sclenee  Ganter^  built 
below  ground  to  avoid  Interrupting  the  character  of  the  settings  more  than 
doubled  the  floor  apace  of  the  original  building.  This  faelllty  Includes  an 
area  for  spacer-age  exhibits,  a  library,  and  the  Kroc  Universe  TheatM^  whleh 
augments  the  presentation  of  the  planetarium,  In  the  Sky  theatre  by  seaming  to 
transport  the  viewer  to  distant  parts  of  the  universe  through  projections  from 
behind  Its  translucent  walls  and  celling - 

Above  the  eastern  portion  of  the  new  main  floor  are  the  two  floors  of  the 
original  building*  These  house  astronomical  displays  and  the  rich  Instrument 
collection,  containing  around  1,000  Instruments  for  astronomy^  navigation, 
surveying,  and  time  measurement;  the  Items  In  this  collection  date  from  1131 
A.D,  to  the  present- 
Also  on  the  upper  floor,  in  the  center  of  the  building  beneath  the  dome.  Is  the 
Sky  Theatre  In  which  the  planetarium  projector  la  operated.  The  present  planet- 
arium, which  gives  the  building  Its  name,  was  Installed  In  1970*  The  projector 
can  reproduce  the  night  sky  on  the  celling  of  the  dome  as  the  sky  appears  from 
any  place  on  earth  and  at  any  time  for  thousands  of  years  In  the  past  and 
future.  The  appearance  of  almost  9,000  stars^,  the  planets,  the  Hllky  Way^ 
constellation  outlines,  and  special  phenomena  such  as  eclipses ^  meteors^  comets^ 
and  artificial  aatellites  can  be  simulated.  Orbits  and  changes  In  orbits  over 
thousands  of  years  can  be  shown. 

Outside  the  doors  of  the  planetarium  chamber.  In  the  original  entrance  foyer  of 
the  building  opposite  the  doors,  is  a  dedicatory  panel  of  greenish-brown  marble 
with  white^metal  symbols  of  eight  planets  in  low  relief.  These  were  also 
executed  by  lanelll.  (Pluto,  the  ninth  planet^  was  discovered  In  1930  too 
late  to  be  featured  In  this  panel.)  The  planets  encircle  a  statement  of  the 
purpose  of  Max  Adler's  gift^ 

To  further  the  progress  of  science  ^-  to  guide  an  understanding  of  the 
majesty  of  the  heavens  — -  to  emphasize  that  under  the  great  celestial 
firmament  there  is  order.  Interdependence  and  unity. 

The  building's  Interiors  generally  are  a  uniform  dark  cinnamon  In  color,  and 
the  ceilings  of  the  exhibition  areas  are  gold.  Carl  Condlt  has  ably  described 
the  intricate  Interior   construction  of   the  planetarlim,   which  contrasts  with 
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Che  slmpllelty  of  itslexcerlor  design.  This  eonpleK  scruccure  was  neceaaary  Co 
meld  the  curved  and  scralghc^lin^  gaomecrle  forms  chat  eompoae  the  exCerior* 
His  deserlpclon  is  quoted  here  In  fulli 

The  simplieity  and  the  purity  of  Che  ^ler  Planecsrltm  are  in  one  respect 
deceptive t  since  they  hide  a  complex  InCernml  strueturec  The  foundationa 
rest  on  composite  piles  of  wood  and  concrece  chat  were  driven  chrough  Che 
fill  and  InCo  the  original  lake  bed  Co  a  depth  of  44  feet  below  the  bed 
level«  The  scruccural  system  is  also  composlcei  the  walls  of  the  prla- 
macic  volto^s  are  supporced  by  a  concrete  frame ■  whereas  the  floors  roof « 
and  dome  frames  are  steel ■  The  horizontal  slabs  are  carried  by  standard 
girders  and  Joists ,  but  Che  double  dome  required  more  elaborate  curvilinear 
forms*  The  primary  members  in  the  frame  of  the  outer  dome  are  twentyfour 
meridional  open-web  ribs  built  up  of  steel  places p  tangles »  and  scraps  and 
curving  on  an  outside  radius  of  40  feet  7  inehes*  Alcemace  ribs  spring 
from  twelve  steel  columns  disposed  In  a  ring  around  Che  planetarium  chamber » 
and  the  Intermediate  ribs  between  chem  form  I-^beams  joining  successive  pairs 
of  columns^  Che  entire  group  of  twency^^four  bearing  on  a  steel  eompression 
ring  ac  their  upper  ends,  niis  rii^p  whleh  is  10  feet  in  dimeters  also 
serves  as  an  opening  for  the  smokestacks  Thm  ribs  are  sciffenad  laterally 
by  circumferential  struts ,  and  che  whole  assembly  is  braced  by  double 
diagonals  in  all  but  the  topmost  ring  of  the  spherical  trapezoids  formed  by 
the  primary  framing  members #  The  steelwork  of  the  dome  is  covered  by  one*^ 
Inch^thick  cement  clles  caulked  with  elascic  cement,  and  these  in  turn  are 
covered  by  copper  sheathlng#  The  Inner  dome  is  a  lightweight  duplication  of 
Che  outer  and  its  croim  and  spring  line  stand  seven  feet  lower  than  those  of 
Che  exCernal  covering.  The  Inner  ribs  and  rings ^  formed  of  steel  angles, 
are  suspended  by  steel  hangers  from  a  light  horlzonCal  framework  fixed  to 
the  outer  built-up  ribs.  Wooden  ribs  attached  to  their  sceel  counterparts 
once  formed  the  nailing  base  of  the  stretched  and  treated  cotton  fabric  that 
originally  constituted  the  planetarium  screen »  but  this  flimsy  material  was 
later  replaced  by  anodized  aluminm.^ 

FOOTNOTES 

iThls  description  is  largely  an  adaptation  of  that  contained  in  Commission  on 
Chicago  Historical  and  Architectural  Landmarks »  "The  Adler  PlaneCariumi  Prelimi- 
nary Summary  of  Informaclonp"  Movember  1,  1976,  pp.  l--4s 

^Carl  Condit*  Chicago,  1910-29i    Building,  Planning,  and  Urban  Technology 
(Ghicsgol    Univarsicy  of  Chicago  PresSi  1973),  pp*  201,  204. 
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St«t#ifiMit  off  ilgffiificanc*  {In  mnm  paraf  raph) 

Summary^ 

The  Adler  Planatariumfe  the  first  Institution  of  Its  type  in  the  Western  Hemispheres 
opened  to  the  public  In  May  1930*  With  Its  neighbors^  the  Field  Museum  and  the 
Shedd  Aquarium^  It  forms  a  significant  cultural  compleK  that  enriches  Its  visitors' 
knowledge  of  the  aky^  the  earthy  ,and  water ^  a  conneGtlon  enhanced  by  the  spectacular 
lakefront  setting  of  the  complex^  which  evokes  each  of  Its  components « 

The  structures  that  house  these  Institutions  offer  eloquent  testimony  to  the  way  In 
which  recreation  enhances  and  ultimately  enriches  knowledge.  Furthermore ^  they 
are^  along  with  Soldier  Fields  the  prime  remaining  structures  surviving  on  site 
from  "A  Century  of  Progress"  ( 1933-34) ^  the  second  great  Chicago  exposition.  They 
all  slightly  predate  the  exposition^  but^  Integrated  Into  It^  served  as  the  northern, 
anchor  for  the  exposition^  which  stretched  southward  along  the  Chicago  lakefront  In 
-  Burnham  Park.  Thematlcally ^  they  fit  well  with  the  exposition^  which  was  dedicated 
to  the  grand  concept  of  "a  century  of  the  growth  of  science^  and  the  dependence  of 
industry  on  scientific  research*" 

The  Adler  Planetarium  and  Astronomical  Musew  wae  given  to  the  people  of  Chicago  in 
1930  by  Max  Adler ^  a  retired  senior  officer  of  Sears ^  Roebuck  and  Company^  who  had 
been  deeply  Involved  In  philanthropic  activities  for  many  years*  In  addition  to 
funding  the  building  and  the  planetarium  projector^  Adler  purchased  and  donated  to 
the  city  an  extensive  collection  of  antique  scientific  lnstrument:s  for  display  In 
it. 

History 

At  the  time  of  the  planetarium's  dedication  In  May  1930*  Adler  explained  his  reasons 
for  building  It*  He  hoped  to  further  the  progress  of  science  and  to  enable  people 
to  "observe  the  action  of  uhe  heavenly  bodies  as  heretofore  only  astronomers  could 
do*"  He  also  felt  that  If  people  realized  the  enormity  of  the  universe  and  the 
smallness  of  their  part  In  It^  they  would  be  humbled  and  come  to  see  the  lnter'= 
dependence  of  all  mankind^  and  thus  the  futility  of  force  as  a  means  of  solving 
problems*  The  use  of  the  planetarium  would  "emphasise  that  all  mankind  rich  and 
poor^  powerful  and  weak  as  well  as  all  nations  here  and  abroad  constitute  part  of 
one  unlve  r s  e • " 
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Max  Adiar  was  born  in  1866  In  Elgin ^  Illinois.  He  learned  the  violin  as  a  child 
and  studied  at  a  music  conservatory  in  Germany*  He  eventually  moved  to  Chicago 
to  open  a  string  Inatriments  store  with  a  partner.  In  1897  he  married  Sophie 
Rosanwald,  That  same  year^  Sophie's  brother  Julius  invited  him  to  join  the  staff 
of  the  young  mall-order  firm  of  Sears j  Roebuck  and  Company  of  which  he,  Julius, 
was  an  officer  and  part-owner  and  later  president,  Julius  retained  Max  as  the 
buyer  and  manager  of  the  musical  instruments  and  related  departments.  As  the 
company  grew,  so  did  Adler's  position  within  It.  By  1921,  he  was  an  officer, 
director,  and  substantial  shareholder. 

In  1928  he  retired  from  business  and  devoted  his  life  to  philanthroplG  activities 
in  Chicago.  His  primary  interest  was  directed  toward  Jewish  institutions  and 
organiMtlons ,  but  he   also   supported  musical  organisations   and  music  students. 

Although  he  had  no  particular  interest  In  astronomy,  he  was  Intrigued  by  a 
friend's  report  of  a  planetarium,  a  device  which  could  reproduce  the  night  sky 
on  the  celling  of  a  domed  room,  that  the  friend  had  seen  in  Munich.  Chicago 
already  had  a  museum  of  fine  arts  and  one  of  natural  history,  and  plans  for  both 
an  aquarlim  and  a  museum  of  science  and  technology  were  well  under  way.  The 
latter  was  the  Inspiration  of  Adler's  brother-in-law,  Julius  Rosenwald,  who 
provided  the  funds  to  establish  the  musetm.  A  planetarium,  Adler  began  to  feel, 
would  complement  those  museums  In  which  the  earth  and  sea  were  studied. 

Intrigued  by  the  Idea,  Adler  went  to  Germany  to  see  the  Munich  planetarlimi  and 
several  others  himself,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  architect  Ernest  Grunsfeld, 
Jr.  They  found  the  planetarium  to  be  not  only  exciting  but  also  Instructive. 
Adler  decided  to  give  Chicago  the  first  planetaria  in  the  Western  Hemisphere, 
and  Grunsfeld  was  retained  to  design  the  building  in  which  the  machine  would  be 
ins tailed. 

The  South  Park  Commissioners,  who  had  jurisdiction  over  the  southside  parks 
before  the  amalgamation  of  several  park  boards  into  the  Chicago  Park  District  In 
1934,  offered  the  site.  Under  the  Lake  Front  Ordinance  of  1919s  which  developed 
from  Daniel  lurnham's  1  09  Plan  of  Chicago,  a  group  of  five  recreation  Islands 
were  to  be  built  off  the  lakeshore  between  12th  Street  and  51st  Street  4  separated 
from  the  shore  by  water  and  joined  to  each  other  by  bridges.  Construction  of 
what  was  known  as  Island  began  In  1923  off  12th  Street.  By  1928,  when  Adler 
offered  the  planetarium  to  the  Comlssloners ,  the  landfill  for  the  Island  was 
almost  complete,  and  the  Board  of  the  South  Park  Corailssloners  arranged  for  the 
building  to  b^  placed  on  the  promontory  at  its  north  end.  The  other  four  islands 
were  never  built,  and  laland  #1  became  known  as  Northerly  Island*  The  temporary 
bridge  connecting  the  Island  to  the  mainland  was  eonverted  into  a  permanent 
causeway  soon  after  the  building  was  completed. 
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Thm  AdlM  Planetarium  and  Ascronomlcal  Museum  openad  on  May  12^  1930^  and  later 
that  year  Ernest  Grunsfeld^  Jr.  ^  raealved  a  gold  medal  from  the  American  Institute 
of  Architects  for  his  daslgnp  Given  the  spectacular  setting  on  the  lake^  Grunafeld*s 
design  Is  most  striking  by  Its  deceptive  simplicity^  yet  It  Is  an  Impressive  sight* 
He  admirably  solved  the  problem  of  the  building's  two  special  requirements i  a 
domed  room  for  the  planetarium  and  space  for  museum  displays  and  administrative  and 
educational  areas.  The  transition  from  the  lower  portion  of  the  building  to  the 
dome  is  smoothly  accomplished  by  the  three  nesting  rings  which  decrease  in  size  as 
they  rise  to  the  dome.  Carl  Condlt  has  called  the  building  a  "lake-set  jewel  of 
geometry"  and  a  "classic  ?a  the  modern  Idiom*"  He  has  also  praised  Its  use  of 
symbolism  and  its  fimctlonal  interior. 2 

More  than  22^000^000  people  have  visited  the  Adler  Planetarium  since  it  opened  in 
1930^  indicating  the  attraction  many  people  feel  to  understand  something  of  the 
universe.  They  can  not  only  observe  the  "sky  show^"  but  can  also  attend  a  year- 
round  schedule  of  classes  In  astronomy  and  navigation  and  even  learn  to  grind  their 
own  precision  telescopes.  Through  these  activities  the  Adler  Planetarium  has 
carried  out  the  scientific  and  educational  aims  of  Its  founder* 


iThis  statement  is  an  edited  version  of  that  In  Commission  on  Chicago  Historical  and 
Architectural  Landmarks^  "The  Adler  Planetarium^  Preliminary  Summary  of  Information*," 
November  1^  1976^  pp.  1-4. 

2carl  Condlt^  Chicago^  1910-29i  Building^  Planning,  and  Urban  Technology  (Chicago s 
University  of  Chicago  Press ^  1973)^  p*  201. 
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A  parfeet  circular  plot  centered  on  the  building  so  as  to  embrace  the  ahorellne  t© 
its  nerth  and  east  and  a  small  TOStward  extension  embracing  the  rectangular  traffic 
Island  Just  west  of  the  main  building*  The  statue  of  Copernicus  at  the  west  end  of 
this  traffic  Island  is  just  inside  the  western  terminus  of  the  boundary,  ^is  area 
includes  the  1929-30  structure,  its  ismediate  setting,  and  its  western  underground 
addition.  The  latter p  however,  does  not  contribute  to  the  national  significance  of 
the  proposed  National  Historic  Landmark. 
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The  aquarium's  plan  may  be  daserlbed  as  a  Greek  oross  ^th  Che  corners  between 
Che  four  aras  of  the  eross  filled  In,  glvl^  the  building  the  shape  of  an 
oetagon.  The  central  rotunda  Is  surmounted  by  an  oeti^onal  tower  roofed  f^th  a 
pyrmldal  skylight  of  thick  translucent  glass  set  In  a  steel  armature*  Like  the 
Field  Museump  the  aquarium  is  eovered  with  white  Georgia  marble  p  and  Is  set  on 
a  modest  elevation .  surrounded  by  a  terraee  with  a  broM  flight  of  steps  leadiqg 
to  the  entrance.  The  entrance  portico  Is  In  the  form  of  a  Classic  Doric  temple # 
The  other  exterior  detailing  of  the  bulldii^  principally  derives  from  the  sme 
source*  At  the  roof  line ,  however ,  the  detailing  takes  the  form  of  stylized 
waves*  The  marine  motif  Is  maintained  on  the  tower  which  Is  capped  at  the 
point  of  its  roof  by  a  tall  trident ,  s^ibol  of  the  Greek  god  of  the  waters, 
Poseidon* 

The  entrance,  which  faces  west  toward  Lake  Shore  Drive ,  leads  into  a  central 
foyer  In  one  of  the  four  main  wings  of  the  buildli^a  To  one  side  of  the  central 
hall  are  administrative  offices*  On  the  other  Is  the  octagonal  Balanced  Aquarlim 
Room,  decorated  In  the  manner  of  an  Oriental  courtyard*  It  contains  a  special 
exhibit  of  tropical  fish*  In  the  center  of  the  room  Is  a  kiosk  containing  seven 
large  tanks;  slxty^flve  smaller  tanks  line  the  walls* 

At  the  intersection  of  the  four  wings p  under  the  tower.  Is  an  octagonal  rotunda 
which  originally  contained  a  circular  pool  surrou^ed  by  a  rock  garden  inhabited 
by  small  reptiles  and  amphibians*  In  1970  the  pool  was  replaced  by  a  large 
coral  reef  tank  In  which  various  types  of  Caribbean  sealife  live,  fed  twice  a 
day  by  divers*  The  six  exhibition  galleries  that  radiate  from  this  room  are  in 
parallel  pairs  In  the  three  wlpgSp  with  exhibit  tanks  llnli^  the  outer  edges  of 
each  gallery*  The  galleries  are  covered  by  low  vatilted  celling s;  skylights  and 
artificial  lights  above  the  200  display  tanks  lllwlnate  the  tanks  while  keeping 
the  galleries  dark  enough  for  optimum  vlewli^*  Behind  and  betimen  the  galleries 
are  work  spaces  and  offices*  Under  the  exhibition  floor  is  the  Aquatic  Science 
Center »  built  In  a  former  mezzanine  storage  area  and  opened  in  1975*  It  includes 
classrooms p  laboratories,  and  the  aquarium's  library* 

A  highly  complex  water  storage  and  circulation  sy^^tem  operate  behind  and  beneath 
the  exhibition  galleries*  Maintaining  a  great  variety  of  fish  requires  a  range 
of  water  conditions,  and  the  water  tanks  are  divided  Into  five  groups p  according 
Co  the  temperature  and  salinity  of  the  wate^^^^ 

The  decorations  of  the  building -s  interior  are  derived  from  aquatic  plant  and 
animal  forms*  A  clock  hanging  between  the  foyer  and  the  rotunda  has  sea  crea^ 
tures  in  place  of  nus^ers*  Light  flxtun^.s  on  the  walls  are  In  the  shape  of 
sting  raysp  and  there  are  standli^  lights  in  the  shape  of  nautilus  shells 
resting  on  shafts  of  seaweed*  Ifosalcs  of  fishes  decorate  the  walls  at  eye  level* 
Brass  radiator  grills  and  rallli^s  inside  the  entrance  are  made  In  the  form  of 
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fishsscs  with  pla&ts  around  their  bases  and  fish  around  the  borders.  In  thm 
cratral  hmll,  doarways  srs  topped  vith  glaMd  riles  of  fishas  and  plaster 
turtlas^  and  shells  deeorate  the  panels  of  the  high  coffered  ceiling «  All  this 
ornaaent  is  wiell  integrated  with  the  simple  Classic  lines  of  the  buildings  and 
does  not  detract  from  the  sain  attraction i  the  foras^  colors,  and  movements  of 
its  living  aquatic  inhabitants. 


Footnote 

iThe  description  Is  an  edited  version  of  that  In  Comiasion  en  Chicago  Historical 
and  techitectural  Landmarks,  "John  Gt  Shedd  i^uariuai  Preliminary  Summary  of 
Information,"  December  6,  1976,  pp*  1-3* 
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SiatMimt  off  SlgnlHoviico  fin  om  para#ro^| 

The  Shsdd  Aquarium,  Che  first  inland  aquarium  in  the  United  States  to  nalntsin 
a  parmanent  eolleation  of  both  fresh-watar  and  salt-water  fishes  and  othar 
aquatle  life^  was  constructed  in  1929  and  opaned  to  the  publia  in  June  1930«^ 
With  its  ne^hbors,  the  Mler  Flanecariim  and  the  Field  Bbiseum,  it  forms  a 
signif leant  cultural  complex  Chat  enrlehes  a  visitor's  knowledge  of  tha  sky, 
the  aarth,  and  water,  a  connection  enhanced  by  the  spectacular  lakefront  sattii^ 
of  the  complex ^  whiah  avotos  each  of  its  components • 

The  strueturas  that  house  these  Institutions  offer  eloquent  testimony  to  the  way 
in  which  reereatlon  enhances  and  ultimately  enriches  knowledge •  Furthermore p 
they  arep  along  with  Soldier  Field ,  the  prime  remslnii^  struetures  surviving  on^ 
site  from  "A  Century  of  Progress"  (1933-34),  the  second  great  Chicago  eKpoaitlon. 
They  all  slightly  predate  the  exposition,  but,  integrated  into  it,  served  as 
the  northern  anchor  for  the  exposition,  t^ich  stretched  southward  alo^  the 
Chicago  lakefront  in  Burnham  Park.  ^ematlcally,  they  fit  well  ^th  the 
exposition,  which  was  dedicated  to  the  grand  concept  of  "a  century  of  the 
growth  of   science,    and   the  dependence   of   industry  on   scientific  researcha" 

History 

John  Q»  Shedd p  whose  philanthropy  m^e  the  aquarium  possible,  was  born  in  New 
Hmpshire  in  ISSO.  At  seventeen  he  decided  that  farm  life  was  not  for  him  and 
he  found  work  as  a  clerk  in  a  grocery  store.  After  similar  Jobs  he  decided  in 
1872  to  go  west  to  Chicago  "to  work  for  the  biggest  store  in  town."  He  found 
work  in  the  Field  p  Leiter  and  Company  store -t  Bm  began  in  the  stockroom  and 
shlppiiig  room  at  ten  dollars  a  week,  but  soon  became  a  salesmm.  By  1893  he 
was  a  partner  in  the  firmp  which  had  by  that  time  becom  Marshall  Field  and 
Company,  light  years  later,  when  the  cmpany  incorporated,  Shedd  was  named 
first  vice-president,  a  post  he  held  until  1906  wt^n,  on  Marshall  Field *s 
death,  he  became  president.  From  1921  until  his  death  In  1926,  he  served  as 
chairman  of  the  board  of  the  company « 

Shedd  was  Involved  filth  a  ni^er  of  charitable  activities  during  his  life, 
but  his  most  prominent  contribution  was  the  aquaria  he  endowed  Just  before  his 
death.  M  made  an  agreement  with  the  South  Park  Comlssloners  in  1925  by 
which  he  would  provide  $2,000,000  for  an  aquariw  to  be  built  on  park  property 
adjacent  to  the  Field  ^sew  of  Natural  History ,  i^lch  had  been  completed  in 
1921  #  When  the  final  cost  estimate  for  the  aquarlim  showed  that  more  money 
would  be  needed,  Shedd  added  $1,000,000  to  his  gift. 
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Thm  architectural  fim  chosen  t©  build  the  aquariim  was  Grahm,  todaraon,  Probst 
and  Whlta.  Eraast  R,  Graham  had  joined  the  firm  of  Danlal  Burnhm  and  John 
Root  In  1888*  Root  died  In  1892,  and  after  Burnham's  death  In  1912,  Burnham's 
two  sons  and  Graham  reorganlaed  the  firm  as  Graham,  Burnham  and  Company*  When 
the  two  Burnhams  left  to  start  their  om  firm  In  1917,  Graham  established  a  new 
firm  with  three  other  membere  of  the  original  Burnham  firm*  Graham,  ^derson, 
Probst  and  Wiite^  still  in  esilstence  today,  has  been  one  of  the  most  prolific 
firms  In  American  architectural  history,  toong  many  other  buildings,  the  firm 
was  reBponslble  for  the  Field  Museim  of  Natural  History.  They  were  eommissloned 
to  do  the  new  aquarira,  just  across  Lake  Shore  Drive  from  the  Field  Musera,  in 
a  manner  ^ich  would  harmonize  ^th  the  museum. 

The  aquarium  Is  appropriately  located  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  and  contains 
not  only  rare  and  exotic  fish,  but  also  those  of  Lake  tttchlgan,  ^th  eKhlblts 
explaining  the  ecology  and  problms  of  the  lake  today.  The  Shedd  Aquarium 
has  always  been  a  popular  place.  With  the  Field  Museum  and  Adler  Planetarium 
nearby,  it  is  a  part  of  one  of  the  world's  great  cultural  complexes  in  which 
anyone  may  study  the  earth,  the  sky,  and  the  seas* 


Footnote 

iThis  edited  text  derives  from  Commission  on  Chicago  Historical  and  Architectural 
Landmarks,"  John  G.  Shedd  Aquarium:  Preliminary  Summary  of  Information,"  December 
6,  1976,  pp*  1--3. 
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Dawrib*  tiM  pMMiit  and  erfflnal  (if  knewn)  phyaleal  ■ppaaranea 

Mill  Grove,  John  James  Audubon' ■  hone  In  1804-0«,  la  a  2-1/2-Btory  house  of 
native  fleldstone,  with  a  Z-mtoty  west  addition  of  the  sam.  naterlal  set  on  a 
lower  level.    The  structure  alts  on  a  rl.e  of  ImA  overlooking  Perklomen  Cifeek. 

raere  are  Inside  end  ehlmneyi  in  the  wood-shlngled  roof  of  the  main  block  and  at 
the  west  end  of  the  addition.  Tkie  roofllne  of  ths  main  block  Is  pierced  by  three 
gables  on  the  north  elevation  and  two  on  the  south,  or  creek,  side.  The  cornice 
is  coved  with  pent  acrois  the  gable  ends. 

The  main  portion  of.  Mill  Grove  was  built  by  Jaff,ea  Morgan,  who  operated  .  mill  and 
a  lead  mine  In  the  vicinity,  in  1762.  He  also  erected  the  west  addition.  3  years 
later,  apperently  as  an  Inn  to  shelter  travelers  stranded  at  the  crossly  of  the 
Perklomen  near  his  home.l  The  dormers  and  porches  were  added  after  1830.2  with 
ISSorkM^lt!'         house's  exterior  appearance  is  apparently  the  same  as  when 

The  north  facade  features  a  central  entrance  with  a  gmali  window  cut  over  it  and 
4-over-4  sash  on  both  levels  to  either  side.  The  south  facade  Has  4-over-4  sash 
^Li-S.  fh®  w".*"***  central  bay  of  the  5,   on  the  first  level,  which 

glass  "*      '  °'  windows  contain  the  original  wavy 

The  structure's  Interior  Int^rity  Is  alio  high.  The  main  block  Is  laid  out  on  a 
center  hall  plan.  All  the  floors,  except  those  on  the  first  level,  are  original 
and  are  composed  of  random  width  oak  and  pine.  Those  on  the  first  level  were 
replaced  In  the  early  19508,  using  similar  random  width  native  pine  more  than  100 
years  old.  Nearly  all  first  and  second  floor  roans,  and  those  in  the  basement, 
feature  fireplaces  set  on  a  45  degree  angle  to  the  eytie  square  of  the  rooms.  Th^ 
only  other  interior  changes  of  note  are  the  sealing  of  fireplaces  to  meet  insurance 
requirements  and  the  closing  of  one  or  tiro  deorwaya  to  meet  public  traffic  flow 
regulations. 

The  wing  contains  a  large  room  on  the  flrit  floor,  which  was  licensed  as  a  tavern 
in  the  house's  early  years,  and  uyatairs  rooms. 

Mill  Grove  serves  as  a  museua,  housing  a  priceless  collaction  of  Audubon's  bird 
palntingB,  Including  a  complete  set  of  the  rare  "elephant  folio.."  Several  pieces 
of  his  furniture  have  been  donated  eo  Mill  Grove ,  and  are  on  display,  along  with 
period  pieces.  An  upBtalra  bedroom  has  been  furnish^  approximately  as  It  may  have 
been  when  Audi&on  had  his  studio  in  the  house.  Murals,  in  several  of  the  rooms,  by 
George  M.  Harding,  were  painted  In  the  ISSOsj  they  iilustrate  Audubon's  travels 
and  aav@ncur#s  In  imaricaa 
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Of  other  struacuras  thac  may  have  besn  on  the  groui^s  during  Aydubon*s  eesldanes, 
only  the  barn  has  survived.  The  entire  Kill  Grsve  treat  (130  aerss)  today  forms  a 
bird,  animal p  and  plant  sanetuary.  The  property  Is  kept  In  a  natural  state,  eKcepi: 
for  small  foraal  gardens  and  lawhs  adjaeent  to  the  houses  end  some  6  miles  of 
trails.  The  flora  and  fauna  found  In  the  sanctuary  are  quite  diverse #  Some  180 
species  of  birds  have  be^n  observed. 


1 

Edward  S.  Hosker,   "Up  Bom  Hontgommty  County,"  15*  p*  18*  CScrapbook 

In  the  eol lections  of  the  Montgomery  County  Historical  Society.) 


The  only  depiction  of  the  house  In  the  eai'ly  19th  century  Is  Thomas  Birch's 
oil  painting  of  1330  In  the  New  York  Historical  Society  Museiui,  which  la  reproduced 
with  this  study.  It  clearly  shows  the  absence  of  both  the  dormers  and  the  Victorian 
porch,  which  were  added  by  the  Wetherlll  fmlly  long  after  Audubon  had  departed. 
The  basic  form  of  the  house  is  clearly  the  -  same  today  as  when  Birch  painted  it. 


Footnotes 


2 


SU 


8,  Sigiiifieiince 


Period 

.  prehistoric 
.......  140£N14ii 

iioo-i6ii 

.  .    1 700-1 7Si 
Jl^  1800-1899 
1900- 


ArMs  of  Slgniffeange^Oheek  and  Justify  below 


areheofpgy^prehiitdrlG 
archediogy^histOflG 
^  agriculture 

arotiltecture 
K  art 

eommeree 
aommunleations 


community  planning 
conservation 
.  economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration  settlement 
Industry 
invintion 


landscape  arehiteeture 
law 

literature 
miiltary 
music 
phnosophy 
politics  government 


Speoific  dates    17S2|  1765 


BuMderAroHiteot 


James  Morgan 


religion 
.X  science 

,  acufpture 
.  .  social 

hymanltarlan 
^...theater 

transportation 
-2L^  Other  Cspeoify) 

(Birdwatahinf ) 


Statement  of  Signifioanoe  (in  one  paragraph) 

Suroary 

Somewhat  like  the  birds  h*  watched,  ■hot,  mounted,  and  painted.  John  Jamea  Audubon 
is  associated  with  no  single  location  In  America.  This  comfortable  farm  house  In 
rural  Montgomery  County,  Pennsylvania,  was  hla  first  home  In  the  United  States  in 
1804-08.  Although  his  stay  here  was  brief.  It  was  highly  significant.  Mill  Grove 
Is    ...  historic  for  Its  lasting  stimulus  to  Audubon's  ...  life  and  achievements."! 

At  Mill  Grove,  Audubon  made  his  earliest  observations  of  the  "birds  of  America"- 
conducted  his  experiments  In  bird-banding,  the  first  in  the  United  States.-  devised 
his  methods  of  taxidermy-  and  painted  artistic  renderings  of  his  wildlife  subjects. 2 
Mill  Grove  is  thus  an  important  site  In  science  and  art,  and  significant  In  the 
history  of  conservation  for  the  movement  that  sprang  from  it. 

Mrreover,  It  strikingly  illustrates  the  potential  significance  of  an  avocation  that 
becomes  a  passion  and  then  a  profession,  for  Audubon  Is  the  prototype  and  patron 
saint  of  toerica's  20  million  birdwatchers.  And  Mill  Grove  and  the  land  around  It 
supplied  his  budding  genius  with  material  for  Inspiration  and  scientific  inquiry. 

In^ditlon,  although  It  was  his  father's  property,  Mill  Grove  Is  the  only  surviving 
Audubon  home  In  America.  The  only  house  In  Anerlca  that  he  owned  In  his  own  name 
^as  Minnlesland,"  a  house  he  built  in  New  York  City  In  1841.  He  died  there  in 
1831,    The  house  was  razed  early  In  the  20th  century. 


Audubon  s  father  Jean,  a  French  naval  lieutenant,  served  in  the  fleet  supporting 
Washington  at  Yorktown  and  was,  in  the  1780s,  engaged  in  trade  In  the  West  Indies .3 
During  a  sojourn  In  Haiti,  he  fathered  Jean  Jacques,  who  eventually  returned  to 
France  with  him.  The  boy  got  a  gentlaman's  upbrli«ing,  but  balked  at  enterlM  the 
Navy.  He  studied  art  with  Jacques  Louis  David,  and,  at  15,  had  begun  a  collection 
of  his  own  drawings  of  French  birds*  18,  perhaps  to  avoid  Napoleon's  draft,  his 

father  sent  him  to  the  United  States. 

A  refuge  was  waiting  for  him  —  Mill  Grove.  The  elder  Audubon  had  purchased  Mill 
Grove  while,  on  a  trading  voyage  in  Philadelphia  In  1789.  Although  he  may  hava 
acquired  the  estate  as  a  potential  refine  for  himself  --  slave  Insurrections  wre 
sweeping  Haiti  and  the  French  Revolution  was  beginning  —  he  had  never  resided  there. 
Nantes,  France,  remained  his  home  when  not  at  sea  or  In  the  West  Indies. 
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The  house  ac  Hill  Grove  had  been  built  In  1762-^65  by  James  Morgan^  whu  oparaced  a 
mill  nearby  on  Ferklomen  Creek*  Because  Che  propercy  eoncalned  a  mine  that  produeed 
lead^  eopperp  and  zlnoy  and  was  close  to  Valley  Forge »  it  had  been  looted  during 
Che  Me r lean  Revolution,  although  the  house  escaped  essentially  unscathed »^ 

In  March  1804,  Jean  Jacques  (whose  name  was  quickly  anglicised  to  John  James) 
arrived  ac  Mill  Grove*  He  was  supposed  ca  develop  the  mine  on  the  property  for  his 
facher;  however,  he  fell  under  the  lure  of  the  Pennsylvania  countryside.  He 
roamed  the  wooded  hills  along  the  Ferklomen  and  the  Schuylkill  and  pursued  hunting, 
taxidermy,  and  painting*  He  was  Intensely  interested  In  studying  the  area's  wild^ 
life,  particularly  Ics  birds* 

He  was  a  prodigious  collector  of  nests,  eggs,  and  avian  specimens,  which  he  faith- 
fully sketched  In  life-like  attitudes  after  first  arranging  his  subjects  for  the 
sittings  by  means  of  wires  thrust  through  the  carcasses  and  then  bent  and  twisted 
to  hold  them  in  the  desired  positions.  This  method  of  arranging  the  specimens  ,^a8 
his  own  invention*  Here,  Audubon  also  performed  the  first  authentic  eKperiments  in 
bird  banding  In  ^erlca*  He  banded  a  species  of  flycatcher,  the  phoebe,  succeeaing 
generations  of  which  scill  nest  at  Hill  Grove.  During  his  stay»  Audubon  also 
became  acquainted  with  Lucy  Bakewell»  daughter  of  the  owner  of  a  nelghborli^  farm, 
and  became  engaged  to  her. 

Audubon  actually  spent  less  than  2  full  years  of  his  life  at  Mill  Grove*  He  returned 
temporarily  to  France  in  1805 »  worked  in  the  office  of  his  fiancee's  uncle  in  New 
York  City  from  the  autumn  of  1806  until  August  1807,  and  opened  a  general  store  In 
Louisville,  Ky. ,  later  in  the  latter  year*  In  1808,  he  went  back  to  Mill  Grove  to 
marry  Lucy,  but  quickly  set  out  for  Kentucky  with  her* 

During  the  Audubons*  peripatetic  life  =  they  lived  In  New  York,  Ohio,  KentucHy, 
Missouri,  and  Louisiana,  in  addition  to  Pennsylvania,  arul  he  traveled  throi^h 
Texas,  Mississippi,  Arkansas,  Illinois,  Tennessee,  Florida,  Maine,  the  Carollnas, 
and  much  of  the  rest  of  the  Nation  "  Lucy  played  an  Indispensable  role*  She  saw 
him  through  two  decades  of  poverCy,  failure  In  business,  and  his  struggle  to  estab- 
lish himself  as  a  nature  artist*  Her  earnings  as  a  schoolteacher  often  supported 
the  family,  and  she  financed  his  trip  to  Britain  chat  finally  led  to  Che  publication 
of  his  work,  beginning  In  1826* 

During  Audubon's  stay  at  Mill  Grove,  another  Frenclmian  "  albeit  with  a  Portuguese 
surname  —  Frangois  (Francis)  DaCosta,  had  served  as  his  guardian  and  partner  In 
the  mining  operacion*  DaCosta  was  also  assigned  a  half-Interest  In  the  property* 
When  the  Audubons  left  for  Kentucky  in  1808,  DaCosta  acquired  full  oimershlp  of 
Mill  Grove* 
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?8S"'».?L,^^??'  y-    P^Pg'^y  Samuel   W.therlll    ef    PhlladelpMa.  In 

18*3.    Wetherill's    descandants    oWiad    It    until    1951.  It    w..    sold   to  the 

"ra^SfJLfnS   Co««i,.±o«ar«  .o-B.  held   fa.aver  ss   a   shrine  to  ^duboS  Ind 

Mill  Gtove  ha.  been  open  to  the  public  as  a  unit  of  the  Montgomery  County  park 
aystem  since  the  spring  of  1952.  b  i^^t^y  wounty  parK 
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George  Dock,   Jr.,    "Sanctuary   on  the  Perkiomen."  Audubon  Magazine.  July-August 


•Ibid. 


3 

T^J!^A  "°sraphi=«l   ^ata   on  Audubon   contained   in   this    sketch   are   derived  from 

R,    .obson.    "John    .ame.   Audubon."  MS^eS 
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i«  t'  ""P  «d  DO'™  Montgomery  County."  A-8.  15.  p.  18.  (Scrapbook 

in  the  Montgomery  County  Historical  Society.)  KompoooK 
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D*serib«  tli«  pf«s«nl        eriglnal  (if  knewn)  physical  appearanaa 


The  Atlantic  City  ConventlQn  Hall,  a  vast  650=foot  by  350=foot  structure  built 
In  1926-29 s  proyidas  a  dramatle  focus  on  the  Boardwalk  at  a  significant  bend  in 
the  beachfront. i  It  draws  attention  partly  because  of  the  great  curving  lime- 
stone  exedra  that  curves  out  toward  the  beach  and  emphasizes  the  entrance  of  the 
Hall,  Within,  behind  the  massive  pylons  of  the  entrance,  looms  the  great 
arched  voltme  of  the  auditorium.  Thus,  the  building  really  exists  in  two 
parts,  unified  by  materials,  function,  and  scale i  the  exedra  with  the  covered 
cubing  double  row  of  colmns  terminated  by  public  bath  houses,  and  the  2-story 
limestone-clad  front  block  of  Convention  Hall,  backed  by  the  imense  brick-clad 
arched  volume  of  the  main  hall*  The  main  building  contains  the  Great  Hall,  or 
Auditorium,  large  ballroom,  and  smaller  public  rooms p 

Detailed  Description 

The  exedra  and  public  facade  of  the  hall  are  both  constructed  in  cut  limestone* 
Their  detail  draws  on  the  then-popular  Lombard  Eomanesque,  with  elements  of  Neo- 
Assyrian  design,  especially  in  the  capitals  of  the  main  arcade ^  That  fusion  of 
architectural  styles  no  doubt  occurred  because  both  styles  were  being  rediscov- 
ered by  historians  in  the  1920s,  The  "First  Romanesque  Style"  was  the  subject 
of  volimes  by  Arthur  Kingsley  Porter  and  the  Spaniard  Puig  y  Chadafach  while 
the  ^Syrian  archeological  finds  made  by  the  British  Musem  were  much  noted  in 
the  popular  press. 


The  Boardwalk-'beach  edge  is  appropriately  ocean-oriented,  with  decoration,  like 
that  of  contemporary  Atlantic  City  hotels,  using  forms  of  ocean  flora  and 
fauna.  Stone  seahorses,  porpoises,  shells,  and  crustaceans  are  set  into  panels 
on  the  upper  surfaces*  The  architectural  forms  are  somewhat  Mediterranean, 
with  tile  roofs,  shallow  corbels ,  and  stylized  Ravennate  basket  capitals  similar 
to  Itslian  9th-  and  10th=century  Romanesque.  At  the  corners  of  the  site,  just 
beyond  the  east  and  west  walls  of  the  facade,  are  public  bath  houses,  small  3  x  5 
bay  rectangular  limestone-clad  buildings  which  are  narrower  on  the  north  and 
south  fronts.  Shallow  relief  panels  are  set  above  their  lintels,  while  corbel 
tables  and  tile  roof  edges  crown  their  walls. 

A  short  gap  along  the  edge  of  the  Boardwalk  separates  the  rest  rooms  from  the 
cubic  baldachini  that  terminate  the  exedra.  The  latter  are  great  piers  that 
terminate  the  upper  facade  of  the  hall,  bringing  its  overwhelming  scale  down 
onto  the  beachfront.  Four  square  stone  shafts  carry  an  entablature  that  is 
capped  by  a  series  of  stepped  flat  plates  of  stone.  From  the  baldachini,  the 
exedra  curves  out  toward  the  ocean,  then  back  toward  the  loardwalk.  It  contln» 
ues  the  entablature  at  the  same  level  while  the  Interior  ie  clad  id.th  Gustavlno 
tile I  these  are  the  same  materials  originally  used  in  the  vaulted  entrance  of 
the  hall. 
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The  ff©nt  of  the  Canvantlon  toll  follows  Beaux  tots  monummtml  seheme,  agsin 
with  Lembard  Romanesque  detail.  A  nultl-story  arcade  above  the  broad  Boardwjdk 
entranee  Is  flanked  by  tall  pylons .  The  lower  3--8tory-hlgh  blocks ,  f lankli^  the 
main  block,  contain  shops  on  the  first  floor  and  of flees  and  conference  rooms 
on  the  second  and  third.  The  stone  is  coursad  In  regiilar,  alternatinf  wide  and 
narrow  bands,  of  a  sort  assoclaCed  with  Neo-Romanesque  style  In  the  ISfOs. 
Fronoimced  variations  In  the  color  and  tone  of  the  limestone  form  an  overall 
pattern. 

The  Beaiix  Arts  rhythm,  of  lowar  end  wings,  terminating  towers,  and  central 
arcade  block,  contrasts  with  the  secondary  patterns  of  Lombard  Romanesque,  in  a 
smaller  decorative  scale «  A  corbel  table  supporting  a  string  course  sets  off 
the  openlnf s  of  the  first  floor  from  the  fenestrated  and  arcaded  second  floor | 
it  is  repeated  again  below  the  tile  roof  edge  across  the  upper  levels ,  Heraldic 
shields  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  are  flanked  by  porpoises  and  seahorses 
above  the  doors  In  the  towers  and  over  the  broad  Boardwalk  entrance,  while  a 
great  frieze  of  sea  fauna  caps  the  towers. 

This  facade  remains  essentimlly  Intact,  although  the  original  architects  modified 
it  at  the  tijne  of  the  Democratic  National  Convention  in  1964.  They  walled  la 
the  large  window  openings  of  the  second-floor  gallery  and  removed  the  store 
fronts  to  the  sides  of  the  main  entrance ,  as  well  as  the  doors  In  the  towers , 
The  original  Boardwalk  entrance  was  also  modernized.  Grained  marble  column 
covers  and  blue  tile  were  placed  ou  the  wall,  below  a  new  stainless  steel 
canopy j  leading  Into  a  modernized  foyer « 

Behind  the  cut-^stone  front  block,  the  main  bulk  of  the  building  Is  sheathed  lu 
variegated  yellow  brick  laid  in  decorative  patterns,  panels,  and  diaperwork. 
Massive  piers  along  Morgla  and  Hlslsslppi  Avenues  mark  the  great  structural 
arches  of  the  Interior*  Blind  arcades  along  the  side  again  recall  the  Lombard 
tomanesque.  Bullseye  windows  and  corbel  tables  fill  the  walls  below  the  tiles 
of  the  roof  edge,  and  limestone  continues  the  color  of  the  front  on  the  upper 
surfaces  of  spur  buttresses  on  the  iiler  caps  along  the  sides* 

The  same  large  rhytta  of  piers,  Infilled  with  brick  wall  panels,  marks  the 
north,  or  stage  house,  end.  There  the  tall  central  volume,  flanked  by  lower 
side  id.ngs,  recalls  the  front  composition^  The  street  level  is  again  detailed 
with  limestone  pier  caps.  Light-toned  brick  with  limes tone-colored  concrete 
piers  was  carried  on  to  the  west  wall. 

The  vestibule  that  connected  the  Hall  to  the  Boardwalk  was  designed  to  be  an 
Imense  vaulted  passageway  SO  feet  wide,  linking  the  beach  and  the  Convention 
Hall  and  of  sufficient  size  to  permit  the  floats  of  Boardwalk  pageants  to  be 
driven  directly  into  the  Audi  tor  Ivm  for  Judges  to  view.  It  was  sheathed  in 
limestone,  srtth  a  shallow  Gustavlno  tile  vault  (resembling  the  outdocL^  eMdra) . 
The  vestibule  led  to  great  sloping  rraps  to  the  upper  levels  and  the  front  Ball- 
room and,  through  a  low  entrance »  to  the  Great  Hall  itself.  This  vestibule  ma 
also  modified  in  1964 « 
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The  front  Ballroom  oceupias  a  spaee  bahlad  the  front  laggla,  or  promMsde,  whieh 
la  12  f€et  vlds  by  185  faet  long*  Its  axis  runs  across  that  of  the  mala  building 
to  fora  a  reetangular  room  185  feet  by  130  feet*  A  eoved  eorniee  l^ads  to  a 
Gentrsl  border,  containing  llfhts  and  spaskerSj  chat  sets  off  a  oantral  flat 
panel  raised  abova  ventilation  grills*  thm  central  panel  la  rlehly  palntsd  with 
elouds  opening  around  square  gold  panels  oontalnlng  the  signs  of  the  zodiac «  from 
whioh  raaoh  golden  rays  from  the  sun  in  tha  center.  An  organ  balcony  on  the 
north  wall  J  frmad  by  thrae  larga  archas,  rasts  on  capitals  carvad  with  saahorses* 
Though  alterad  by  new  paint  colors »  sCainlass  steal  doors  on  cha  north  side,  and 
closed  off  from  the  balcony,  tha  room  ramains  an  Important  ^t  Dac©  space*  (Its 
original  character  is  balng  rastorad*) 

Tha  axtraordlnary  Qraat  Hall  is  still  one  of  the  world's  largest  intarior  spaces , 
mora  than  half  a  century  after  its  completion.  Its  great  roof  glvea  the  building 
its  characteristic  shape.  It  takes  its  form  from  the  ten  pairs  of  limense  three- 
hinged  arch  roof  trusses  spanning  its  full  3S0-foot  width*  They  recall  tha  shape 
of  the  great  railroad  train  shads  on  which  they  were  modelled*  Kie  result  is  a 
room  300  feet  wide  by  480  feet  long,  seating  30,000  on  the  floor,  and  surrounded 
on  three  sides  by  a  mesianine  that  seats  another  10,000. 

The  Great  Hall  focuses  on  a  handsome  proscenium  arch,  flanked  by  eagle-capped 
pilasters.  They  frame  the  stage,  which  is  alone  110  feat  wide  and  85  feat  deep, 
at  the  north  end  of  the  building*  The  room  survives  nearly  intact,  with  its 
original  tot  Deco  decorative  schemes  still  visible*  Instead  of  primary  tones, 
Lockifooil  and  Greene  used  a  color  scheme  based  on  secondary  tones  i  sea  iomm  green 
on  the  pilasters,  accented  by  bright  blue  trim  ^ich  continues  along  the  triple 
arches  of  the  side  arcades.  There,  the  emblOTs  of  all  the  States  mphasize  the 
theme  of  Atlantic  City  as  a  national  resort*  The  whole  space  is  covered  by  the 
massive  steel  arches,  which  are  infilled  with  a  continuous  web  covered  by  an 
early  attempt  at  acoustic  sound-absorbent  material,  palntad  a  dull  silver  that 
sheds  a  metallic  gleam. 

The  pipe  organ  of  the  Great  Hall  contains  some  33,000  pipes  in  8  chambers.  These 
are  placed i 

one  on  either  side  of  the  stage  in  the  same  plane,  separated  by  175 
feet,  two  spaced  along  each  side  wall  between  the  seating  gallery  and  tha 
ceiling  vault,  and  two  high  in  the  ceiling  Itself,  close  to  the  middle  of 
the  audltoriim*  It  is  as  if  the  listener  were  inside  the  instruEBent,  sur- 
rounded by  sound  which  not  only  issues  from  two  positions  in  every  quadrant 
for  anyone  stationed  forward  of  the  middle  chambers,  but  echoes  and  rever^ 
berates  from  everywhere  else*  Even  visually,  it  is  not  an  ^'object."  One 
sees  only  grills  flush  with  the  room  surfacesi  there  are  no  display  pipes *^ 
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Thm  ancillary  gpacea  off  the  Great  Hall  are  almost  plain  by  contrast  to  lt|  Imitation 
rad  granite  wainseotting ,  set  off  by  dark  borders,  accents  the  long  ramps  to  the 
mezzanine  and  the  upstairs  corridors.  The  walls  and  ceilings  in  the  corridors,  small 
conference  rooms,  and  dressing  rooms  are  painted  plaster.  Stairwells  that  lead  to 
the  side  exits  on  th«  major  Kes  follow  the  detail  of  the  public  areas,  with  the 
Imitation  granite  wainscotting.  The  metalwork  is  painted  the  dull  silver  of  the  main 
hall. 

In  general,  the  Convention  Hall  is  in  excellent  condition,  wtth  alterations  only 
minimally  detracting  from  the  great  structure.  The  principal  changes  have  occurred 
on  the  sides,  where  recent  construction  has  obscured  much  of  the  side  walls.  In 
1964,  the  original  architects,  Lockwood  and  Greene,  were  called  back  to  erect  a 
large,  single-story,  columned  eKhlbltion  hall  connected  by  doors  and. an  escalator  to 
the  major  levels  of  the  Convention  Hall.  Its  exterior  of  concrete  and  block  construc- 
tion recalls  the  monumental  acaie  of  the  original  building,  but  in  different  materials. 
Though  it  serves  an  allied  purpose  and  functions  together  with  the  original  hall  as 
one  of  the  East  Coaet^s  premier  convention  facilities,  the  new  hall  is  separated  by 
deed.    (Only  the  original  hall  and  exedra  are  Included  In  this  nomination.) 

While  the  new  hall  is  adjacent  to  the  original  hall,  It  only  conceals  the  lower 
portion  of  the  west  side,  leaving  the  hall's  two  major  facades  Intact.  More  recently, 
the  Tr™p    Casino  has   been    constructed  abutting   the  east   wall   of   Convention  Hall! 

A  major  restoration  and  rehabilitatiou  of  the  Convention  Hall  began  in  1983  and 
should  be  complete  in  1985.3  The  Great  Hall  and  Grand  Ballroom  are  being  carefully 
restoredi  the  entrances  from  the  ballroom  onto  the  loggia  will  be  reopened,  as  will 
the  arcaded  shopping  area  beneath  it.  A  new  main  lobby  will  replace  the  vestibule 
area  modified  in  1964. 


Footnotes 

iThls  description  is  an  edited  and  condensed  version  of  the  description  contained 
in  the  draft  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  nomination  form,  prepared  by  Dr. 
George  E.  Thomas  of  the  Clio  Group,  Inc,  for  the  Atlantic  City  Convention  Center 
Authority  in  1983 . 

ZDavld  Fuller,  "Atlantic  City  and  the  Ideal  Organ,"  The  American  Organist,  19.  11 
(November  1985),  p.  74.  ~~  ^  

3Atlantic  City   Convention    Center  Authority,     Atlantic    City    Convention   Center  the 
Second  ^naissance  Begins"  (Atlantic  Cltyi  Atlantic  City  Convention  Center  Authority 
1985),  unpaginated.  (Pamphlet.) 
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prthistaric  araheQlogy-prthistoric  community  planning  landscape  architecture  religion 

140&-I4ii  arehtQlogy^historic  coniervation         .  law  icitnc© 

tSO^'lSSi  agriaulturt  tconomrcs  litfratyre  sculpture 

^  .  1gQCN16iS  archjltcture  education  military  iocial 

170CN1799  art  X   engineering  ._      muiic  huminltirian 

,  ...  180O-1899  csmmerce  exploration  settlement        philoiaphy  ^  .  theater 

?    190^  communications  industry  politici  government  traniportatlon 

invention  other  (specify) 

Spe^i'i^  d^tes  1926-1929 1  1964  BuiWer  Arehiteet  i^ckwDod-teeme  md  Cg,  (pagemtry) 


Statement  ef  SIgnifleance  fin  one  paragraph) 

Sumnary 

Atlantic  City  Introduced  a  number  of  elements  to  American  seailda  amusements  before 
beauty  pageants.  Including  the  Boardwalk  (1870)i  the  amusement  pier  <ia82)j  tha 
rolling  chair  (1884) j  and  the  toerican  picture  postcard  (Imported  from  Geraany) 
(1895),  Even  In  the  first  decades  of  the  20th  century,  it  also  featured  fine 
hotels -1 

The  present  Boardwalk  is  concrete*  Ml  of  the  storied  amusement  piers  have  been 
destroyed  or  modified  beyond  recognition.  The  leading  hotels  from  e^rly  in  the 
century  have  been  demolished.  Only  one  major  edifice  remains  that  recalls  the 
city's  heyday  as  a  seaside  resort i  the  Atlantic  City  Convention  Hall.  This  struc- 
ture la  also  the  scene  of  one  of  Amarlca's  greatest  pageants  ^  the  Hiss  America 
Contest* 

The  Atlantic  City  Convention  Hall  is  the  largest  structure  on  the  Atlantic  City 
Boardwalk*^  Its  consnructlon  In  1926  marked  the  coming  of  age  ©f  "The  World's  Play 
Grounds"  M  the  nation's  most  popular  resort  dubbed  itself |  it  culminated  a  half-* 
century  of  development  that  created  the  Boardwalks  lined  with  great  hotels.  The 
city  became  the  center  of  many  of  America's  most  popular  folk  events p  beginning 
with  the  Easter  Parade,  and  crowned  in  the  1920s  with  the  public  relations  coup  of 
the  Miss  toerica  Pageant*  More  than  half  a  century  after  Its  completion  by  arahl- 
tects  Lockwood  and  Greene,  the  Hall  continues  to  serve  its  original  use  as  a  convea- 
tion  center*     It  is  also  of  interest  for  its  size  and  engineering* 

As  engineering,  the  Atlantic  City  Convention  Hall  occupies  a  significant  place  in 
the  history  of  large-span  structures.  Indeed,  when  it  was  built ^  it  contaltied  the 
largest  room  with  an  unobstructed  view  in  the  history  of  architecture.  That  feat 
was  accomplished  by  the  use  of  an  architectural  form  developed  for  railroad  train 
sheds,  the  three^hlnged  arched  truss*  The  form  had  already  been  used  for  a  stollar 
eKhlbition  purpose,  in  the  Hall  of  Machinery  of  the  Paris  Exhibition  of  1888,  but 
it  had  not  been  used  in  a  public  auditoriim*  The  engineering  triumph  of  bulldlnf 
so  vast  a  hall  on  the  seashore  site  resulted,  on  Its  50th  anniveraary.  In  Its  being 
the  recipient  of  the  Civil  Ingineering  Landmark  designation  of  the  toerlcan  Society 
of  Civil  Engineers* 

Atlantic  City  Convention  Hall  is  also  highly  regarded  by  connoisseurs  of  ^erican 
pipe  organs,  for  it  features  what  is,  arguably,  the  largest  organ  in  the  world j 
with  33,000  pipes,  arranged  In  chambers  built  into  the  walls  of  the  Great  Hall*3 


827 


1267 


llnlt#d  Stato®  Departnidiit  of  tho  Intarler 
Natlonai  Piik  Sanrloe 

National  Raglster  of  HIstorio  Plaoes 
Invontory— Nomination  Porm 

CenlSniiftieii  ^^gt  ttemnignbgr  8  p&y  2 


The  Atlantla  City  Convention  Hall  opened  in  1929 ,  on  the  75th  annlveriary  of  the 
founding,  by  the  dlreetors  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  of  the  city,  whieh  began 
as  a  spaoiaatlve  resort  on  ^aeson  Island.  The  role  of  the  building  in  local  history 
is  clear  from  Its  position  on  the  Boardwalk,  the  seaside  boulevard  that  set  Atlantic 
City  apart  from  other  itoerlcan  cities,  and  near  the  railroad  stations,  built  by  the 
capi talis ts  who  established  the  comunity. 

The  building  was  first  proposed  in  1926  when  the  Atlantic  City  beachf roat  was  at  its 
peak  of  popularity.  In  that  year,  architects  Lockwood  and  Greene  of  Boston  and  New 
York  were  selected  to  design  It  because  of  their  eKperience  ^th  long-^span  structures. 
They  were  charged  by  toyor  Edward  Bader  to  build  "the  world*©  largest  auditorium,"  as 
befitting  "Tlie  World's  Play  Ground."  When  completed  in  1929,  the  Hall  was  the  world's 
largest  audi  tor  itm  and  had  the  largest  permanent  span  3-hinged  roof  arch  system  ever 
built* 

The  Great  Hall  of  the  Convention  Center  was  multi— purpose  from  the  start.  It  has 
been  transformed  alternately  into  an  Ice-skating  rink,  a  football  gridiron,  a  polo 
and  horse-show  field  and  a  steeplechase  course |  the  ice-skating  rink  (90  feet  by  200 
feet)  and   one   of   the   world's   largest   pipe    organs   were  built   into   the  structure. 

The  Ball  was  dedicated  on  the  traditional  weekend  of  the  opening  of  the  sumer  season, 
on  May  31  ^  1929,  exactly  75  years  after  the  first  train  stemed  Into  newly  laid  out 
Atlantic  City.  The  event  was  attended  by  lisainaries  who  Included  the  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States  Charles  F.  Curtis  and  the  ^bassadors  of  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Spain . 

Atlantic  City  Convention  Hall  still  holds  national  Interest  as  the  site  of  the  typi- 
cally toerican  and  much  copied  beauty  pageant,  the  "Miss  toerlca"  Contest,  Though 
Bert  Parks  and  the  song  "Here  She  Comes,  Mas  toerica"  are  part  of  the  past,  the 
Convention  Rail  has,  since  its  completion,  been  the  traditional  scene  of  the  event, 
now  more  than  60  years  old.  ^e  first  pageant  was  held  in  1921  j  the  following  year 
that  great  recorder  of  Americana,  Norman  Rockwell,  was  one  of  the  Judges.  By  the 
early  1930s,  the  event  had  been  invested  with  such  algnlflcance  by  the  media  that 
Mayor  Charles  White  boasted i  "This  is  a  cultural  event  seeking  a  high  type  of  beauty. 
Atlantic  City  has  a  keen  interest  in  the  way  of  art,  beauty  and  culture." 

The  hall  has  also  been  used  for  other  nationally  important  even^^s .  For  example  ^  the 
Democratic  National  Convention  of  1964,  at  which  Lyndon  B.  Johnson  and  Hubert  H. 
Humphrey  were  nominated  for  President  and  Vice  President,  respectively,  was  held 
there.  Thm  hall  continues  as  one  of  the  Nation's  principal  convention  centers.  That 
position  has  been  enhanced  In  the  1980s,  as  Atlantic  City's  casino  boom  has  brought 
revived  prosperity  to  the  city. 
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In  architecture p  for  Its  era,  Che  faeade  Is  up  Co  data  In  adapting  hlscorlcal 
sC]fles  then  being  revived.  It  Is  primarily  Lombardlc  Romanesque  with  overtones  of 
the  Assyrian  Revival »  whieh  was,  around  Che  same  time,  being  adapted  In  tha  Nebraska 
State  Capitol  and  the  Los  Angeles  County  Library.  These  styles  were  overlaid  on  a 
BeauK  Arts  Classical  facade  Chen  coomion  in  civic  design*  The  gigantic  Inscriptions 
marking  this  as  a  place  for  cultural  events— "EDUCATION,  SCIENCl ,  CONVENTIONS ,  ART, 
INDUSTRY"  on  the  right  tower,  and,  on  the  left,  "FESTIVITIES,  MUSIC,  PAGEANTRY, 
DMMA,  ATHLETICS"— are  also  firmly  in  the  BeauK  Arts  tradition  * 

Engineering 

The  Convention  Hall  Is  also  a  tribute  to  the  talents  of  the  designers ,  Lockwood^Greene 
k  Co#,  who  are  Important  in  Che  history  of  toerican  architecture  and  engineering* 
The  firm  is  one  of  the  oldest  acCive  in  America,  having  been  formed  In  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  in  1833.  It  lor^  specialized  in  long^span  mill  spaces.  By  1900  it  had 
shifted  into  purely  archiceccural  and  engineering  work  and  its  services  were  much 
sought  after.  Raymond  Hood  used  the  firm  as  engineers  for  the  super  span  spaces  of 
the  KcQraw^Hlll  Building  in  New  York  City.  Auditories  up  and  down  the  East  Coast 
were  designed  by  the  office,  although  the  Atlantic  City  Convention  Hall  Is  almost 
certainly  the  most  Important.  -  Once  the  fira  was  established  In  Atlantic  Clcy,  It  was 
responsible  for  several  other  Important  comissions  along  the  Boardwalk,  Including 
the  Boardwalk  National  Bank  ^cade  (now  the  First  National  Bank  of  New  Jersey)  and 
the  Seaside  Hotel. 


Footnotes 

Iworks  Frogress  Administration^  "Atlantic  City,"  New  Jersey,  A  Guide  to  Its  Present 
and  Past  (New  Yorki  Viking  Press,  1939),  pp.  195-98. 

^This  statement  of  significance  is,  for  the  most  part}  edited  and  condensed  from  the 
draft  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  nomination  fom^  prepared  by  Dr.  George  E» 
Thomas  of  the  Clio  Group,  Ine,,  for  the  Atlantic  City  Convention  Center  Authority  in 
1983* 

3See  discussion  In  the  article  by  David  Fuller  cited  In  Note  2  of  the  Description. 
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1 2.  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  Certification 

Ttie  evaluated  significance  of  this  property  within  the  state  Is: 
national   state   local 


As  the  designated  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  for  the  National  Historic  Prtiervation  Act  of  liSi  (Public  Law  S9- 
6Si)«  I  hereby  nominate  this  property  for  inclusion  In  the  National  Register  and  certify  that  It  has  been  evaluated 
according  to  the  orlteria  and  procedures  set  forth  by  the  National  Park  Service. 
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VEMAL  BOUND^Y 


The  Convention  Hall  site  Is  bounded  by  a  rectangle  beginning  at  a  point  where 
Georgia  Avenue  intersects  the  Boardwalk,  continuing  645  feet  along  Georgia  Avenue 
to  a  perpendicular  Intersection  with  Pacific  Avenue;  then  along  Pacific  347  feet 
to  Mississippi  Avenue,  then  returning  at  a  90  degree  angle  along  Mississippi  675 
feet  to  the  Boardwalk;  at  that  point  returning  349  feet  to  the  originating  point 
at  Mississippi  and  the  Boardwalk.  The  entire  site,  consisting  of  Lots  11,  12, 
13,  14,  15,  and  18  in  Block  42  of  the  Tax  Map  of  Atlantic  City,  is  occupied  by 
Gonvention  Hall. 
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